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American foulbrood

American foulbrood, or AFB, is caused by the bacterium Paenibacillus larvae. This disease of
honey bees has been regulated by an Apiaries Act since 1906. In October 1998 responsibility for
controlling AFB passed to the National Beekeepers’ Association Incorporated (iNBA). The NBA
developed a Pest Management Strategy (PMS), and became the management agency for the
strategy. The PMS retained many of the provisions from the previous Apiaries Act 1969 plus
some new ones. Key features of the PMS are:

e Every apiary must be registered and all hives inspected annually by an approved
beekeeper, who must also report on the disease status of the hives.

e Any case of AFB must be reported within 7 days to the Management Agency

e Tobecome “approved”, beekeepers must submit a hive and AFB management plan to the
management agency and agree to sit a competency test on AFB recognition and control.

e Beekeepers must submit samples of bees and/or honey for AFB testing if so requested.

e All hives with AFB symptoms must be destroyed although some equipment can be
sterilized by heating in paraffin wax at 160 ° C for at least 10 minutes.

e Antibiotics cannot be used to control AFB in New Zealand.

e The AFB Strategy is funded by an apiary levy under the Biosecurity Act 1993. All
beekeepers are required to contribute through a base fee of NZ$20 plus $8.50 per apiary
(GST exclusive). Beekeepers with fewer than four apiaries, or fewer than 11 hives, pay
the base fee plus one apiary fee. Those above the threshold are levied a base fee plus
$8.50 for each apiary registered on the 31* March, the date the levy is assessed.

Hive Inspection and Audit Programme to 30 June 2007

AsureQuality Limited collates beekeeping and AFB disease statistics at the end of June each year,
which encompasses a full beekeeping season. For the year ending 30" June 2007, AFB was
tound and reported in 540 apiaries (2.8%) and 952 hives (0.30%). The corresponding figures for
the 2005-06 year were 482 apiaries (2.5%) and 968 hives (0.32%).

As at the end of June 2007 there were 2068 beekeepers with DECA’s and a Certificate of
Inspection Exemption (79% of beekeepers). These are approved beekeepers and are able to
inspect and report on the disease situation in their own hives. They can also inspect hives
belonging to beekeepers who do not have a DECA and are therefore not approved beekeepers.

Apiary register and statistics

There were 2602 beekeepers, 19228 apiaries and 313399 hives on the 20" of June 2007. This
compares to 2694 beekeepers owning 300728 hives on 18954 apiaries as at June 2006. The
downward trend of beekeeper numbers appears to be leveling off with a net reduction of only 92
beekeepers to June 2007. For the year ending June 2006 there was a net reduction of 217
beekeepers. By comparison, both apiary and hive numbers continued to rise with an increase of
274 apiaries and 12671 hives. Most of this increase happened in the North Island (92% of the
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hive increase) and is due in part to North Island beekeepers managing varroa better and also
buying hives from the South Island to make increase and replace losses. Around 1000 hives were
moved to the North Island as part of an attempt to eradicate varroa after its discovery in Nelson on
15™ June 2006, while thousands more came from other areas of the South Island. Prior to the
varroa outbreak in Auckland in 2000 there were 4914 beekeepers, 21793 apiaries and 302988
hives (July 1999).

A National Varroa Pest Management Strategy (PMS) came into law on 18 February 2005 and
beekeepers, in the South Island only, were subjected to a per hive levy of $1.38 to pay for the
strategy. Following the discovery and establishment of varroa in Nelson the Varroa Agency
Incorporated took the decision to have the Varroa PMS revoked. Movement controls remain in
place for risk goods from the North Island to the South Island and also out of the Nelson-
Blenheim region. These controls are now administered by MAF Biosecurity New Zealand.
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