N.Z. Beekeepers’ Journal.

FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

of '
he National Beekeepers” Association

of New Zealand

Held in the Esperanto Hall, Wellington, #
June 13th and 14th, 1918.

| [he Fifth Annual General Meeting of
e National Beekeepers’ Association of
Wew Zealand and the Annual Conferemce
I of the Beekeepers of the Dominion was
[ opened by the Hon. W. D. S. Macdonald,
[} Minister of Agrieulture, Mr. W. B. Barker,
f President, occupying the chair. There were
i} present: J. P. Luke, Esq., Mayor of Wel-
% 3 J. Al Young,” Bsg.,’ M.P.; F."'8.
e, Esq., Secretary to the Department
ot Agvicnlture; Mr. T. W. Kirk, Director
 Horticultural Division; Mr. J. A. Camp-
#le), Assistant Divector; Messrs. Earp,
Westhrooke, Jacobsen, Apiary Instructors;
Messis. (. A. Hobbs, T. J. Burnet, J. M.
Russell, A, E. Higgs, A. Ireland, . Wol-
stenholme R. Palmer, W. Hooper Teed,
C. J. Clayton, Y. H. Benton, J. Murdoch,
H. A Brickell, J. Sehmidt, D. MeCulloch,
LH. Warcup, A. H. Davies, B H. Nelson,
R W. Brickell, J. Allan, C. A. Jacobsen,
H w, Gilling, E. W. Sage, J. W. Hender-
fon, 1. (. Wedde, W. Heseltine, N. J. Bow-
Wan, ¥, J. Pink, J. C. Hobbs, M. Gribble,
.Forster, H. N. Goodman, G. W. Flana-
fan, A. Thomson, J. Irving, W. H. P.
Barbpr, J. Cooper, C. H. Young, R. Stewart,
I, Pinlay, W. Watson, C. A. Pope, i3
have, ) Simpson, R. McKnight, E. G.
“farr'l_ L. Manlktelow, A. M. Cave, J. C.
b, 1., W. Blakemore, W. Smith, R. Crow,
4 R. Jones, A. Davis, H. Bartlett-Miller,
J. Walworth, J. Maitland, S. Rhodes, C.
{Benton, P, Benton, W. B. Bray, F. G
dines, Mesdames Bray, Pierce, Shepherd,
hitheram, Simpson, Ward, Manktelow,
ge, Trownson, Meek.

The Minister said he had very great
Veasure in geeing such a large gathering
9f men and women interested in such an
Important industry. Tt showed conclusively
that this industry is going ahead by leaps
4nd hounds, and there can be no question
that the Association ig ‘moving in the right
direction in securing effective co-operation
and organisation. Tike many other indus-

tries, it is of the very greatest importance
to the Dominion and Empire that all those
engaged in primary and secondary indus-
tries should aim at seecuring perfection
and the maximum of production, for there
can be.no question at all that in this
trying time of stress that next to soldiers
is the producing community. It is the
only way some of us can fight. These
are days when we have a great duty to
the Empire to produce the very maximum,
and it is pleasing to see so many ladies
and gentlemen engaged in this particular
industry, especially that the ladies are
taking such a deep interest in it. Many
people think that our women are not doing
much in the agricultural branches of in-
dustry, but he thought that it is being
largely carried on by women at the present
time.

The honey-producing industry is very
suitable and an attractive one for the
women of this country, and we know that,
unfortunately, many women will have hard
times in the future through losing their
relatives, and that this is an industry
which will help them to maintain them-
selves and their dependents in this
country.

T'his industry has advanced tremendously
within the last year or two. Unfortu-
nately, as far as the Department is con-
cerned, its help has been very limited,
because so many of our staff who were
eligible for military service have been
called up. There is no question that, how-
ever willing honmorary man may be, there
is nothing like the man who can devote
his full time to this business, We are
told that farmers in the various classes
do not need any instruction, and they can-
not see any use in the Department at all.
Those who aim at perfection and winning
best prices should endeavour to secure all
the scientific advice they can possibly get.
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I know the Department gets very great
help from the industry. Prospects have
never looked brighter in this country, and
beckeepers are able to sell the whole of
their output, and have an offer from a
certain firm for the duration of the war
and after. Everyone engaged in the in-
dustry knows well where they stand, and
that the prices ave “right, and the only
thing necessary is to see that the quality
is right. He eould speak with every en-
couragement in the matter. With refer-
ence to expert instruction, the Department
has had a considerable number of enquiries
from returned soldiers and men partially
incapacitated, and there is mo question
_ that the beekeepers of the Dominion will
he able and prepared to help and instruct
those who arve broken from the war, and
help them to make a start; and for the
women who have been made widows there
can be nothing better than the apiary in-
dustry to augment their income.

His Department is very kindly disposed
towards the industry, and if the industry
continues to be successful there will al-
ways be plenty of enquiries about it. It
has been recommended by the Department
that the time has arrived when we should
have a Horticultural Station in the dis-
trict, in addition to apiary and poultry
divisions. It is nc use unless we have sta-
tions where instruction can be given to
those who desire to engage in the industry.
He knew that at Ruakura there had been
10,600 visitors in one year, and this should
show the amount of interest taken in the
subject. He had confidence in the men
now in the business, and felt sure that
the Government would see its way during
the coming session of Parliament tc place
a sum on the Estimates to provide a Horti-
cultural Station in the district in conjune-
tion with the other branches. The Depart-
ment will give all the help it can, and
he felt sure the present gathering would
mark a distinet advance in this very im-
portant industry. He expected that the
Conference would put before the Depart-
ment its recommendations, and the Depart-
ment would endeavour to give effect to
those recommendations. He was pleased
to see such a large and representative
gathering of those engaged in the industry,
and there could be no question that it was
one that must go ahead, and anything the
Conference may aslk would receive every
possible consideration., He trusted that
before the next annual Conference they
would have the flag of peace unfurled in
this country, and all the present trouble
and distress ended.

Since the war there has gone from this
country produce to the value of £65,000,000,

The dairy produce was worth £10,000
and we had only to go through the ey}
to see the possibilities thereof, and

believed that the present oubtpu’ woy 111
during the next few years be doubled 5880
trebled, and be a eredit and success 0
the Dominion of New Zealand—(A} e
plause.)

On the vote of the Chairman, a ‘hs‘,-a
vote of thanks was passed to the Minist

Mr. .J. P. Luke, C.M.G., Mayor of Welling
ton, said he had been deeply impress
with the large gathering present in ff
Hall, and specially to see so many ladi
He extended to each and all a ver: heaf
welcome, and regretted that Mus. Lk
was unable, through indisposition, to sha
in the welcome. 1f the ladies would li
to have a jaunt round the ecity, he ol
be pleased to arrange this for them. T8
invitation extended to the gentlemen als
He said their first duty was ‘-V“{k -
not pleasure, and he eongratulated the
on the splendid success of the Conferent
meeting, as it did, under such grave
abilities. There are some Conferen
which we' are all the better for,
Beekeepers’ Conference was one of then
He had heard the Minister say t}liifL
was going to do a lot of things 1or ™
industry, and he congratulated the Con
ference on having gained the interest &
the Minister in such a practical way. "I
the Minister and the leader of one of
parties in the House on the side of ‘th
primary industries, they could look
ward to much success for the beeleePls
industry. Tt would be his duty to endqWs
into the ‘matter, and give it what B
he could. We-<shall have great problel
to deal with in this country, but they ™4
have much greater ones in the Old Counf™?
and the hbiggest will be that of emplo?
ment. The farmer ranks among ™
thoughtful people of the community, 3%
they have no time for the foolish pleasur®
of iife, and they bring a very honest crit
cism and good general knowledge to bel
upon what subjects they deal with.
connection with the Old Country; millio¥
of acres have been put under agriculfw
which were formerly under grass. Thel
will have millions of men going back, at
conditions will be very much changed, and
great estates will be utilised by men U}
small holdings. In New Zealand the teu
dency, of course, is to open up more par®
of the country, especially that which may
be made available for the returned soldier
The country has borrowed during the wa!
as much as it borrowed previous to the
commencement of the war, and he though
it was not too much to ask that mone
still be raised for the benefit of returne

=
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It is our duty now to consider

| erse 1 ing to regi 5

;ld];nvstlon of our returned soldiers, little trougl;?:f’r:rmdnacﬁgilh’gbh“?g and ig

h tions will "I 01 prosecu-
offered all a very hearty welcome tration ig n%o‘;e to be undertaken if regis

He

e city : Tecommended ¢

the motion of the Chairman, 2 Ao ; » which prac-
on : X 4 ically doubleq it g 4l Prac
+" ¢ thanks was passed to the Mayor. A : A8 resources. The
e 0 o Progress in the industry is due to thegreat

es. They have gone })ﬁf?
the _matter Who]e~hearted]y and havg
studied the subject in ev‘ery’ branch, and
are thus of greater influence t.han’ever
bef01:e. The condition of the industry to-
day is very different to what it was nine
years ago. 1In those days honey reached
the market in a disgusting condition; but
now all is changed, and we have no,fear
that progress will he maintained. Export
at present is much improved, and we may
look forward to a better position.  All
thanks are due to the Minister for his in-
terest in the industry.—(Applause.)

keepers

b T. W. Kirk, Director of Horticulture o A el
Jision, said he bhad to express the thanks
, Department to those enthusiastie
epers who had come to his help as
inspectors.  The Department
_eciated the serviees of the gentlemen,
it would have been quite impossible
Cearry on without them. There are now
y honorary inspectors, and all they get
their out-of-pocket expenses. The De-
gtment owes a very hearty vote of
pks to these honorary inspectors. The
artmental instruetors have always been
p tew in number, and they are getting
Il fewer.  The beekeepers have been
gining money to sueh an extent that
e of them were willing to take per-
gent positions on the staff at the wages
e Department could afford to pay. In-
bding officers of the Department, ‘we
ave lost somewhere about 48 men. Of
mrse, the permanent officers are the

On the motion of the Chairman, a vote
of thanks was passed to Mr. Pope.

Mr. Young, M.P. for Waikato, said he
thanked the Association for its invitation
to him to be present. He was interested
in the welfare of everything relating to

reatest loss, and our heartfelt thanks are
to those who have gomne to the war.
re are something like 7,000 cases of
ey in the grading stores, and every
has to be sampled, mot like butter,

the producing interests in the Dominion,
and the beekeeping industry was ome of
the most prominent, and had a right to
be classified as one of the essential in-
dustries of New Zealand. He considered

it was the duty of the Government to see
that inspectors appointed to the industry
were proficient, and they should be pro-
perly paid for the important national ser-
vice they render. It was the duty of all
in New Zealand to increase produetion to
the utmost, and those of the apiary in-
dustry were doing just as important a
work as any in the community, and the
Government has a duty to it, and should
afford it every facility to get the produce
away to the best market. He considered
that it was by organisation and co-opera-
tion that they would accomplish the most
for themselves and the industry, and in
the economic distribution of their produets.
It was only by organised co-operation
that pressure could be brought upon the
authorities so that they ecould get their
goods out of the country. Their success
depended entirely upon themselves, and
they were entitled to every consideration,
not only from the Department, but from
the State and all interested in the welfare
of the community.-—(Applause.)

Which can he graded in bulk. He heartily
lanked the apiary staff for the very en-
siastic way they have worked under
@ circumstances, If there is any infor-
tion he could give, his services were
Ways at their disposal.—(Applause.)

- On the motion of the Chairman, a vote
# thanks was accorded the Director.

F Pope, Secretary for Agriculture,
ngratulated the Executive on tl'Je general
8t-up of the Conferemce. It is a long
Way the hest that has been held. Th]l_s
§ probably the last occasion he s‘huu.\.l
Mave the opportunity of addressing the
WOnference as head of the Dupurtnmn}t.
ftain changes are about to talke pla}_(fe
lich will bring about that result. : te
Bive o resume of the principal evhuxl,;z
Which had oceurred since he h)ad‘been‘ et:l)
% the Department. With {'Gte“"‘f""snih
ithe registration of all apiaries, llw e

| is work is by no means comvpletrﬁlyl )jbwith

W raguinag thm;,l boriug the matter

"’lmﬂﬂtlbd thuﬂi_Iﬂ“‘B:;‘ta]? apiary keepers,

§ e nofice )

] l;lsethb(}m; are liable to a fine for fail

.

The Chairman moved a vote of thanks
to Mr. Young.—Carried.
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THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS.

Ladies and Gentlemen,—

I stand to thank you for electing me
President of the National Beekeepers’
Association of New Zealand, and to give
an account of my stewardship. Owing,
however, to the very good Seeretary and
Editor you provided me with, Mr, F. O,
Baines, my duties have been really very
light. As Editor of our Journal he might
be called ‘‘Nonsuch,’’ and my only duty
has been to at times somewhat curb the
impetuosity of his nature. He is, as you
know, somewhat voleanic, and at times
when contributors are just a little ‘‘non-
sucher’’—’tis like sitting on the lip of
Ruapehu. Of course, he entered into a
very good inheritance, and the Conference,
I think, has never fully appreciated the
good offices of Mr. Brickell, with whom
the idea of our bright little Journal origi-
nated. But he has carried it on with a
certain amount of ‘‘snap’’ which I at any
rate appreciate, and our subscribers have
more than doubled themselves.

During the year several correspondents
have written to me regretting that the
Conference could not be held in their
locality, and I don’t know but that the
Conference might reconsider the advisa-
bility of holding it biennially in other
centres. There is one other way out of
this diffieulty, which is worthy of your
consideration—you do not make sufficient
use of your Executive officers. We meet
to draw up the programme and to transact
other business every January or February,
and I would suggest that this opportunity
be made more use of—i.e., that this Con-
ference appoint each year the town in
which this meeting be held, and that our
Secretary, in conjunction with the Branch
Secretary, arrange the date and draw out
a programme of the day’s proceedings, and
will advertise it in the local papers, an
evening session, to be followed by a field
day, to be held the day after the meeting
of the Executive, all expenses ineurred to
be borne by the National.

The year has been a very rosy one to
those of us who have had a good crop
of honey, and those who have been loyal
to the Bristol and Dominions have reaped
a rich reward; those who have not
deservedly did not get that which they
might have got. Gentlemen, a question
we may very well take into consideration
at this Conference is how best we can pro-
teet the interests of the small producer,
Some months ago T got a telegram: ‘‘ What
do you want for honey in 601b. tins?’’
Thinking it might be a broker, 1 replied,

T ———

8d., and I could let him have only
then got a letter thanking e
they would keep the offer steé;lil i
but they had since hought fwﬁ . v
Dunedin at 6d. At the same {1y, 8
keeper in my locality tolq me 9
conld buy as much honey ag h;
at 6d.—had, in fact, just hought ; . o0t
of a ton at 5%d. Now, as I haq mnga'
about this, and remembering tp; ¢
of the pious elder in David Haru}n
to others as they would do ung,
only do it first,”” and thinking
there was anything doing at é’hat
L might as well put the silver linip
my own pocket. I put an advertisem :
in the local paper that I was 7
to buy honey in 601b. tins at 6. per
[ got three answers. From one I got 1 gt
of first-class honey; from another—g pqi
large producer, who should have ky
better—L got an offer of several hung
weight, but before I could close with
he had got our free number of the Jou
and wrote again saying he had decideq
take a share in the H.P.A,
through them. The third wrote offe
me half his honey if I would winter b
bees for him, so one day I motored rou
to his place and found three colon
one badly affected with foul-brood, whi
we destroyed. Result, two frames
honey. I afterwards heard he had tak
off 50 lbs. of homey before T got the
which made me think again of the te:
‘“Do to others as they would do
you—ounly, do it first.”” I approache
another, a 20-hive man. ¢‘Whas have
done with your honey?’’—¢<¢Oh, I have
just sold it to the groeer.”’—‘What di
you get?’’—¢‘Well, T didn’t ask, but
suppose he will give me ‘the ordinary mar §s
ket price.”’—This man has since had sensé
enough to join the H.P.A.

Now, what does this mean? It mean
th:}t we allow the storekeepers to fix th
price of honey by buying from the sm
producers they have in their power t
honey at the minimum price, and quoti
it as the normal. Thig same storekeepel |
later on was glad to bhuy a ton at Si4ds
and naively remarked to me, ‘‘People aré
beginning to wake up to the vulue of
their honey.”” It is our duty to w
them up earlier. The National, in co
Junction with the H.P.A., should fix th
price of honey,
tion we .can attain to this, for it should
be to the producer to fix the price 0
his produce. T should like to see afh}
annual registration tax of 2/6 put upo
every beekeeper, and collected by thE
Government, thus making every such bee- |
keeper automatically a member of thif',:‘



REPORT OF CONFERENCE, 1918. 5

for it is mot right that we by
e ation get for the small producer
or price for his produce and he con-
» nothing towards the organisation
has helped towards that end. For
co, & VEIY well-to-do farmer, whose
qus a fair-sized apiary, was quite
4 and thankful to receive for nothing
npumbers of our Journal and Bee
nings, but when appgoached to sub-
or even become a member of the
tonal, he could not afford it. Now he
. very good fellow, but a Scotsman
i it was a painful thing for hﬂn to
W with a ‘‘bawbee.’’ The L
ald be compelled to contribute Vhea i

'ﬂnaly

fe have nOow a unique o i i
med at one time im%ossiog)lgoguf:;syé tI}fT’
e of honey from its low degrtzze' E
y the war has raised its price fili %’g
jod of the gods’’ hag caught u te
iter-fat. Gentlemen, to use the hp JO
gy of the football field, we hap rats];-
ugdler our arm and a cie»ar run ‘]’oeeforg
an §ee no reason 1 :
wther hnn‘ey should v:‘l}g;;f :Ze t{:ﬂl lgliy
\01(1 low price, unless we :: it ¢ :
¢ middleman, e

Gentlemen, what is the Nation
e : al? 10
ulglh'lmn it to an elastic band that holds
ether a packet of deeds—the Branches
posed of the individual members of thn’
dij?pe:% i their respective localities
- t.\el'y isolated beekeeper in New
her, 1 0 conserve t.heir mutual interests.
k- ave heen apiarists—and scme of
Omemen}llbers. of the H.P.A.—who have
» t“;]rortmg_hted enough to say the
b b?e Natmngl is gome, and that it
b, certr"n]lerged into the, H.P.A. T say,
: ;u'at( dll} y not! At all costs keep them
B s ‘wj t is far better to run in double
N:;t' lere our mutual interests agree,
8 a}«))]al holds no brief for the I.P.A.,
B SIWe may sympathise with their
: er.(,f‘tt may be said to be composed
bt o hlosve wh? are lovers of the bees,
3 1’)Wn(mbers of the H.P.A. those who
oA érSvOf the baw-hees. Some of us
Ou]do both, anent which, as President,
e sound a note of warning. We are
“l(‘) hdlscuss and fuorther the interests
o e honey-producers of New Zealand,
b we cannot afford to squabble. The
luual.aud the H.P.A. are two branches
Ieuur industry united by ecommon in-
Te5ts.  The Magnus opus of the National
3t 'a}wayg be to keep the heekeepers of
W Zealand together in a corporate body.

P Iy the discussions that will follow, T ask
“?“ to keep this in mind. As your Presi-
b.nt, I will endeavour to maintain an even
ilanee, and I hope that this Conference

’

will end, as others have done, in mutual
advantage to us as individuals and perma-
nent advantage to us as an industry.

: One more word ere I elose. I have noticed
for several Conferences a diminution of
really good brainy papers on apiculture.
This ought not to he. Surely in our midst
there are some members with a soul above
just squeezing honey out of the bee and
selling it at 1/- per 1b. Ere next Con-
ference I ask you to stir up the embers
of your past enthusiasm, and write a paper
on your experiences. Do ot send it
to the Editor, or he may either collar it for
the Journal or put it in the w.p.b. But
send it to the President. You beekeepers
seem to expect your Executive to render
an Agenda out of slum-gum, for we put
a notice in the Journal solieiting articles,
and how many of you have responded!
To those gentlemen who have, and whose
papers you will shortly have the pleasure
of listening to, I, on behalf of the Execu-
tive, tender our hearty thanks.

Talking of eruptions reminds me that
our Viee-President (Mr. H. W. Gilling)
resigned his position, which was accepted
with regret by your Executive. This was
on the matter of the general poliey of
the National, and may come up for discus-
sion later on in the Conference.

Dealing with the Chairman 's address,
Mr. Allan stated that the National Bee-
keepers’ Association was bound to grow,
and through all the years to come its par-
ticular work would go on outside that of
the H.P.A. The HP.A. was a co-operative
concern, and it does mot undertake work
outside that condition.  Another matter
was that while the H.P.A. was out for the
money, the National is out for fellowship.
That is one of the great things that the
National has accomplished for them.

Report and Balance Sheet.

The Secretary then read the report and
balance sheet.

Mz, President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—

[ have very great pleasure in present-
ing this (my first) Annual Report and
Balance Sheet, and to record progiess in
all ways.

The members’  subscriptions s
€40 10s. 6d., against £34 12;. 6d.; Bralr;l:
subseriptions £89 6s., against £38 12s, 3d.;
aud_ the balance in hand £189 14s. lld”
agninst £144 9s, 9. last year. i

The Journal reve i
A nue is also very satis-
factory, the subseriptions being £1)Q9 altclxz
¥ -,
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3d., against £92 17s.; advertisements £27
3s. 6., against £12 4s.; and on the separate
balance sheet of the Journal you will see
that instead of a lcss of £24, as shown last
year, we have made a profit of £55 1s. 8d.

Our assets over liabilities show £290
Ts. 8d., against £186 3s. 4d. last year.

These figures must give you very great
satisfaction; yet I hope they will not
prompt any of you to cease your efforts
in helping on both the Association and the
Journal. i

You will be interested to learn the re-
sult of the ecanvass for new subscribers
to the Journal, which brought in abeut 150.

When I took over the Journal, there
were 415 names on the list. Of these T
lost close on 200 through non-payment of
subscriptions. To-day’s list shows 734, and
every one financial. The cost of printing
the Journal one year ago was £5 10s. for
550. Owing to the increased cost of paper
this rose to £6. Then, as you remember,
I altered the size of the type to enable
me to give you an extra two pages of
reading, and the cost for 600 was £7 10s,
The illustrations cost 10/- for the minimum
size block, and to-day the cost of printing
800 Journals without illustrating, £9. In
spite of these increased charges, you will
notice that, instead of a loss of £24, which
occurred last year, we show a profit of
£55 1s. 8d.

T think, Mr. President, this is a very
satisfactory state of affairs.

Now, Mr. President, I should like to
say a few words on the National Associa-
tion, which, as regards matters financial,
is in a very good econdition; but if we
look for actual life, it is not at all what
it should be. Some of the Branches are
in a very moribund state, and all T think
could do with the introduction of new and
young blood.

There are one or two suggestions that
have oceurred to me whilst making ong
the balance sheet, and they affect the
Branches and their Secretaries.  The
National is not given any idea as to the
State of any Branch—we do not know
whether progress has been made, the state
of the finances, number of members, &ec.,
&e., so that if T were asked as Secretary
how many members the National had, T
could only say T haven’t the remotest
idea whether there are 100, 150, 200 or
more. This I think is wrong, and should
be remedied. Beyond getting the monies
collected by the Branches and refunding

them. No balance sheet is presenteq |
reports made to the National at its anyf
Conference. My opinion is that ey
Branch should be represented by the Preg
dent, Secretary, or delegate, the Natioy
subsidising the expenses ineurred. The
should present a report and balance she
of their Branch, together with a brief gy
line of the work carried ouf during
past year, and ‘bring forward the rem
decided upon at their annual meefing, ay

of the Conference.
a good thing for the fo]l‘ow.ing reason;
The President or Secretary is not conigl
to Conference with half a tale if be tan
possibly help it; he has got this fach
front of him all the while he is holding
office, that he is going to show the beg
keepers assembled at Conference that Hf
Branch at least is a really live one. Uni
present conditions, it is mot even I
tioned that any officer of a Branch ShO
attend the Conference, which, seeing 1
we are all one body working with & ¢o=
mon aim, cannot be a good thing.

Now, as regards increasing the £cope®
usefulness of the National Associatls
Just for euriosity sake I counted the 1%
ber of registered beekeepers in the 13
mediate vicinity of Nelson, and =
over 200, and in Blenheim over 70, e
in neither place is there a Branch of 8
National, and this fact alone is an'md}t
ment against our methods of organisii:
as these two places are only examPJFS,‘;
the same conditious all over the D‘”mn%.ﬂr
Most of these are small men, up t0 “‘{3{
10 hives, and are just the class we ™
to help, and just the class the Natlo’;
wants as members, and I feel sur® -
could get them if we went the right V&
about it. It is useless asking these peck
to form themselves into a Branch withoy
some definite object in view; you ™V
show them they are going to get SO
thing for their money. Therefore, I8
forward the following suggestions:—

Iirst, the National should appoint ’
representative in every Province, prefe
ably an experienced beekeeper, whose ,‘W'
would be to look after the interests of th
National. He should obtain the help &%
co-operation of all the prominent D&
keepers, and on a date arranged betwee
them an advertisement should appear "
the loeal paper, which T would word som®
thing after this:—‘“N.B.K.A.—To Be¢
keepers and others. The above Associatio?
is anxious to increase the production of
honey, which this distriet is particularly
adapted to, and to this end invite

their portion, we know very little abont

those interested to attend a meeting,
if desirable a class for beginners wi
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od,)’ &e., &, These instructions to
, given by a practical man, who should
‘3”' for his services and out-of-pocket
pees.  Arrangements should be made
a beekeeper in a central position for
so of his apiary for demonstrations
e hives, and field days at different
es in the Province be arranged. I
sure that if this programme were
ked by really live men, the National
g its Branches would be something to
To ecarry out these sugges-
would cost money, and we have the
just now, and I think some of it
ald be spent in trying to inerease the
efulness and membership of our Asso-
A We might even approach the De-
gment for a further extension of the
iod of granting the subsidy; at any rate
ge would be no harm in trying.

During the past year we have had the
irarapa. Branch added to our strength,
@i to all appearances it promises to be
very lively member of the family.

fearned this week that an Association
i been started in New Plymouth, and T
m going to get in touch with the Seec-
gtary on my return home.

There has also been another body of
beekeepers who have formed themselves
into a club—viz., the Christchurch Ama-
teur Beekeepers’ Club. 1 am very sorry
to say those who are responsible for run-
ning this organisation have thought it
desirable to remain absolutely separate from
the old-established Canterbury Branch. I
wrote the Secretary that if they so wished
they could retain all their present officers
and organisation, and yet become affiliated
to the Nafional by agreeing to the Con-
stitution, but failed to get an answer.

You will remember I published in the
Journal a letter from the Secretary. I
also saw him personally at the Field Day
of the Canterbury Branch, and urged them
all to become one strong body. But they
have chosen to remain outside, and whether
they are acting wisely or not time alone
will show. If anyone can suggest ways
and means to get them fto join us, I shall
be only too pleased to aet upon them.

These, Mr. President, are a few sugges-
tions that I put forward for what they are
worth.

National Beekeepers’ Association of New Zealand.

* BALANCE SHEET FOR YEAR ENDING MAY 31st, 1918.
RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE.
% £ dlns d, 10800 £ s d £ 8. d
Iy Bank Balance, By Salaries .. bl d 000
B 31/5/17 i 78 6 9| , Printing ., 149 5 .8
§ Cash in hand .. 66 0 0 s Pogtages ... .. 4419 4
., Members’ Subs. 40 10 6 ,, Refund to
L, Agsn. Subs. 89 6 0 Branches o). 1601249
5 Journal Subs. .. 199 12 3 ,, Conference Ex-
- Journal  Adver- penses 3.12.'0
tising . - PTG 6 » Travelling 918 8
l HP.A. Refund.. 16 15 0 PR 1 - T 28 8 4
. Govt. Subsidy .. 100 0 0 ,» Typewriter 9 0 0
. Govt. Grant 20 0 0 ,» Stationery 12: 45
~ ——— 579 12 3| , Gifts G 180 5
» Extra Labour .. G Q)
B » Tel. charges g:9.86
& » Petty expenses.. 118 6
» Bank Charges &
Cheques o va0018.9%0
: 468 3 1
Cash in Hand e 47 12 11
; Balance at Bank .. 203 19 6
E Less Unpresented
E. C eques 61 17 6
| — s e A £ 5 I L
£657 18 ¢ RO T

£657 18 0

)
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ASSETS. LIABILITIES. W0

£ g'd. i

Typewriter, say 8 0 0 NIL. 2

Duplicator, say Lo )
Govt., Subsidy G T TY
Balance at Bank e addl)
Cash in Hand e UA19 1
£290 T '8

JOURNAL ACCOUNT.

RECEIPTS.
£ s d
To Subseriptions .. 199:12 .3
,» Advertising 3 8 Sk a3 1,
» Govt. Grant for Printing
Report of Conference 200" 0

£246 15 9

EXPENDITURE. ;
£ s d £ L0
By Printing .. . 114 16 8 3
,, Postage 3819 0
\ Gifts 718 5
., Salary 24 8 ‘()) ‘
., Extra Labour i 101 1408
Balance (profit) 5 1 -
£246 15 4

June 11th, .1918.

Audited and found correct.

(Signed) A. C. ASKEW.

The Chairman moved the adoption of the
report and balance sheet, and Mr. Jacob-
sen scconded the motion.

Mr. W. B. Bray suggested an inerease
in the size of the Journal, and compli-
mented the Editor on the success thereof
as shown in his report.

Mr. Bartlett-Miller congratulated M.
Baines on the success and style of the
Journal, There are few men who have
had such a wide experience as their Editor.
There had been dissatisfaction with some
who had submitted articles which had
not appearcd. The faet that the paper
had suceeeded is entirely due to the judg-
ment of Mr., Baines as Editor. The Journal
ig largely instrumental in getting a large
number of members, and all eredit is due
to the Editor for the way in which he has
edited the paper.

My, Nelson also congratulated the See-
retary on the report and balance sheet,
which was certainly satisfactory. As

delegate from the Wairarapa, he trustes
that the policy of the Journal would b8
continued.

Mr. Brickell supported Mr. Baines on &
attitude in publishing the advertisemes
of A. S. Paterson and Co. He submi
they could not dictate to the Editor as
what shall or shall not appear, and agas
congratulated Mr. Baines on his worlk, 8
the Journal also.

Mr, Gilling' considered that he had takes
the right step on behalf of the H.P.A. in I8
signing on that account. He cousiders
it was mnot legitimate business for
Journal to publish such advertisements
that referred to, and that it was rig
that the proprietors should determine
policy of the paper.

Mr. Allan said he felt that the succe
of the Journal depends for its life on a
vertisements as well as subseriptions, as
as long as the advertisement was straight
forward, he did not think they ccould &




in Al subject, and he had agreed
rf?;‘: :11221;: 00111,1’(10 nothing else hyt
:’t e lad advertisement.  He ‘would he
ﬂpt he if they could not let anyone
v sorry the Journal. The Association
rortise 11 ood position, and they owed
i ]‘g to the faet that the Editoy
himself free from censure, and
i’ hown considerable grit in dealing
, had Tmattel‘- He was astonished that
'“'HHII:.A- had not taken more space in

! journal.

arge
5 celt

(. Benton, from the- Wairarapa
i said he thought the advertisement,
n‘1h‘.n*lg inasmuch as it was not in the
5 Wff‘ Of’beekeepers as a whole. Ife diq
Mll\'ﬁk it did the industry any good to
0;;1 such advertisements,

V4

j rthall said they had everything to
%I{r"l;r,? nothing to lose in accepting the
1-0rti.<mnent.

Mr. Russell asked who was responsible
(-a;v of an action for libel for anything
gich appeared in the Journal, and Mr,
pickell explained that the Journal was
an on the personal guarantee of the
jditor.

] aines replied that he was very glad
Sh.m]:itter haI()i been brought forward.
When be took the Editorship of the Jour-
al, it was running at a loss, and th(i
ehief concern of an Editor and Mana.gelv
is to make the thing pay. He did not.kno.wt
much about journalism, but thougllt thizl
ithout advertisements no Journa! couls
Pay. Tt was his business to try and g(it
¥ I‘w,-ri\;-ments, and when A, S. Pgtel‘)ﬁo;
ame to him and asked for a whole page o]
e Journal he gave it readily. He reah.sci
t the time that it would be' up _ag‘al.nsir
bhe H.P.A. and the unBtif’ﬂn in his mlll:
a5 what effect was it going to havey.m
he H.P.A? The bare fact of his hm.",]ﬁ
dccepted  Paterson’s a(]\'ertwnn}mx‘i' “:I?I‘:ov’
€ cquivalent of 60 m-w'subsvrilb(}ﬂ.whi‘..h
ould not point to one mﬂtanu(}xnm Ao
¢ had not endeavoured to 001, b i
.P.A He assured the (‘(mfm('l.»(’; s
"!lr'mi) was being run in the b(‘\sr interes

I'the New Zealand beekeepers,

! i itted the motion that
P "nll:- ()2:‘1:11’1:1:13“ ::ll:::z'zt‘uhevt bhe adopted.
This ‘vlvus carried ununimuuuly.. .
Mr, Gilling moved—*‘That this u:;:‘?lr‘lﬁ
Lapy "«”H thg principle of ('('j:‘t'r‘uc(ion
u.’,ljrr;:’,\t‘- and that it be snf 'mni’ug -
1«:‘ thtpml“]z;cecutive that, fmh (::-loparntivc
{poliey, the furtherance o lt le e g W
btx” 4 t be the first pnnb( 8 Nanon,
f::(:"::‘r""?n’l‘hiu was seconded by Mr.

and carried.

TTT—
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Ythall thep deliver,

on the work at th i
Ruaknm, of whi . Egperl

€ outlineq
cura  during
touqhed upon the train;
testing of new appliances, anq methods of
hive management, including the Hang
System, the Deadman super-cleaner, foy|.
brood, v > foundation-niaking,
queen rearing anq outlines of futype ex-
periments with heeg and appliances to be

ed his legtyre
mentg| Apiary,

€ 18 officer ip charge
the work -

the -lagt

undertalen,

The Chairman moved a hearty vote of
thanks, and stated that tpe discussion
would be continneq later,

Mr. James Allan delivered a

very in-
teresting address on ‘“Honey Package for
Export and Grading, including 2 prac-

tical exhibition of his system. He dividel
the subject into three parts—the question
of export, packing and grading, and the
package for local market, In speaking
on the question of export, he showed the
package he proposed to use, which con-
sisted of a box made from white pine, and
capable of holding 64 Ibs.  He =aid he
would not say much: he considered it suﬁf-
cient to show the package he a(’.\'o(‘atex’x.
and to leave it to the H.P.A. to use it
if they thought fit. TIn regard to grading,
he wished the grading s_chedu_le simplified.
Ile questioned the utility of putting ‘;n
colour, seeing that the honey ba'% alreaH}
been classified according to its colour. i
thought that the colour might be ls;]it ou
altogether. Then he thought that 3\011.11'
and aroma might be considered as nne;rﬁzn
dealt with under one heading. B
‘“condition and grain,’’ which on l‘t)eeigal:
sent schedule are sepzfrate, should l“l“ﬂ
with under one heading also. In H‘-lharg
with points, he pointed out tvhst. wm;, >
40 points were allotted for ﬁ:nu;nlx a‘fte;
for package and finish, the gTy t;‘ l‘uints
took off for a fault, say, a couple «!’ IL e
ff the allotted 40 for flavour, an -;l e
y o k 2 points off t_lm\v alle
v f“k“'"‘ mﬂ()nl ﬂ,niﬂh and in this way,
Shn 0 ( sh,
izzlliil!:“nl]\?f 5 points are :illn\\'v'i‘ll. eh:\m;eg
duced the imints by 40 per t't‘ll'f: ﬁ;‘ilure to
he wished to point out was t.‘{ i h«l
recognise  that greater importane oo
b b ched to flavour by allotting
S hat lesser importance
points for each, and tha e e
eon allotted to package and h,
l:n«l 'l::t\u" being allotted to éach, that ltf
il W » snme degree of fault 5 per cent.
f"‘: omt‘nk!::lnm:wﬂ”‘«ich, then it would mea;
-‘J'“rnints off flavour and only 1% point t‘;\o
;lnmh. He expressed the hope thant't ud
schedule might be gm\phﬂed S0 n\{\l'itl‘\ b
ununecessarily penalise ~hfmy.rkvh pi
gard to package for local ma
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po Was accustomed to use was parchment,
\aper. The honey was taken from the
boxes, cut with wire, and wrapped in this

Jarchment paper, the internal wrapping
peing pure parchment of good strength;
the outer one of pure parchment also, hut
of a lighter ﬁtreugth-, and bearing the
i1t¥095531'}' lu‘ln‘tlllg. He gave a demonstra-
tion showing the method of eutting, and
ctated that in dealing with his honey this
Sear the H.P.A. had saved 2d. per pound
in package as compared with the honey
they had put into the 21b. tins.

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to
Alr. Allan, who briefly replied, and stated
that he did not advoeate his partieular
form of package except under cool stor-
age conditions, when he believed it would
go safely.

Mr. Bartlett-Miller contributed a very
interesting and highly technical lecture on
the subjeet of ‘‘Geneties,”” and a vote of
thanks was passed to him accordingly.

This paper was listened to very atten-
tively. Drawings were made on a black-
board to illustrate the workings of Nature.
Whilst a lot of the subjeet was of highly
technical and scientific terms, Mr. Miller
caught the ears of the members when he
stated he was able to mate a virgin queen
with a particular drone, and that without
any attempt at a surgical operation. He
is going to experiment further, and we
shall look forward to the results with very
great interest.

Mr. Baines reported the possibility of a
deputation to the Minister. He knew that
the Minister was open to receive a deputa-
tion, and he thought they should take
advantage while they had an opportunity.

The matter of remits was then con-
sidered from the Wairarapa with reference
to a Chief Apiarist, and from Southland
that the Government be urged to inerease
the salary of inspectors. Mr. Nelson said
he had noticed that the Efficiency Board
had classed as partly essential the small
beekeeper with 200 colonies or over, and
thought that the time had arrived when the
matter of supplying petrol to heckeepers
should have special consideration,

Mr. Allan reported re the question of
appointment of a Chief Apiarist that a
deputation had waited upon the Minigter
gome time ago, and they were informed
that it was impossible to entertain the
matter at that time, but he belioved that
the time had arrived when the tovern-
ment should be approached again to pro-
vide a Chief Apiarist—a man who wag
capahle of prganining the industry anﬂ‘
of their getting the hest results pog.:ai'h]u,

NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF N.Z
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The Secretary explained that at ., & 40 00
there was mno qualified competen lb‘o 0 g0
keeper at headquarters, and state that 3 ’Jp"iaf‘
s

present if anyone went into the Gy
ment loffices for the purpose of ohtaig,
information, that person would he hayg
over to some clerk, and would thyg
sidetracked, and obtain very little ipg)
mation. When Mr. Jacobsen was in |
lington they could get good informatiy
but there is nobody in the Departmg,
who can give satisfactory informafion
the many questions touching upon
bee industry suitable for newcomers, |
to fowls and cows, there was plenty,
information to be got, but nothing ony
subjeet of honey. They could be absoluy
sure that they would get 50 per cent. m
for their produce than before the wy
and this will extend for three ycars afy
the war. With regard to the rates whid
are now being offered for competent me
he felt sure that no man worth his g
would aceept the appointments at

price. 3
0

Mr. Bray considered this was a m fis
important matter. There are chang p0

taking place in the Department, and the
will be more. There has been trouble}
the past in the Apiary Division, and thf
has been brought about chiefly through
lack of sufficient control. Things will g
on drifting until we get a thoroughy
efficient man. The Department has g
good officers, and there were qualified mé
in New Zealand to choose from. b
Association will show where the suitalb
man is.

The Secretary then reported that Ms
Young® was in the Hall ready to také
deputation to the Minister.

M. Miller proposed that Mr. Nelson and}
himself be appointed a deputation fto 1
the case before the Minister.

Mr. Campbell, of the Department, sal
he regretted that the discussion on {k
salaries of inspectors had eropped up i
the absence of Mr. Kirk. He was inte
ested in Mr. Baines’ remarks, who implied
that as there was no Chief Apiarist ther]
could be no information except that gives
by a clerk. That was wrong, as no infor
mation was ever sent out unless the De
partment is satisfied that it is sound and
good  information. The Department
thoroughly approved of the appcintmen
of a Chief Inspector, and it fully recog
!nsed the importance of the bee industry
The Department would be glad to assist
in every possible way, and the Department
will ba grateful for any help that can b

given to it, If they eould securc hatiar
salaries for the inspectors, they o4



8 i The Department has
e od 5657 1_‘;18' matter of salaries, bat
o8y s £ aver $1° hat the present
t b ‘mfrﬂl‘ i doubt tha T
hyy o i U ndition of the bee industry
Ove, b 'ﬂmutv‘ﬁm; to the work of the Depart-
(e
(o ;
18 f, Jand also supported the appoint-
Ing, Sy I°"pjef Apiarist.
‘VE] g of .
atjq ik having come into the Con-
ey . hlqmtt‘d that Mr. Campbell had
" oy e 1g them the attitude of the De-

i m][«\ut whose sympathies were entirely
eLL s

_As : the motion. He had long ago recom-
l)tﬂf mie'IVSUCh an appointment, and the
ltelllg' ,;uuﬁ‘“‘“‘tio,n is still standing, and he
llory '« care to Jog the memory of_ the Min-
Ware -r‘O“ the subject. It is not likely that
fto Ml position Will be_ln%de,.as the Com-
hicy @ sioner of the Publie Service says there
uen, il be numbers of men who are fighting
salf @ 15 whose right may be infringed by

oo appointment, and he thinks their
gests should not in  any way suffer
a¢ to the fact that they are away
sing for us. The Commissioner does
tlike to fill vacancies during the war,
sl he may still maintain that attitude
util the war is over. That is the only
frason inducing the Commissioner to hold
iack at the present time.

- M Al had stated that the question
of remuneration was also before the Con-

reclassifications were being
e unti] after the war. At the same
" the opinion of this Conference that
% gentlemen  should receive more Te-
unera tion ought to be represented in the
"I quarter. The voice of the industry
(‘UM, tarry considerable weight, and the
Umissioner may be induced to malke

"Drary  appointments pending  the
b the war. The Commis-

;””T deals with all appointments, and
’Mmister can make them. It would be
"y good idea to put your views before
&, inister, hut the Commissioner is the
! Who makes the appointments. Any
1107 officers that may be appointed will
b Vlaced under the apiary instructors. Mr.
“brooke will look after the North and
o Harp the South Island in the mean-
1)

A, Nelson moved—*‘That a motion be
S6d and laid before the Minister with
'equest that he exert all the influence
can for the shipping away of the sea-
% .o as soon as possible and landed
he Ola Country.”’ With refercnce to
1. he considered t‘hut a supply was
; essential to the industry.
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rei\s[;;l,sﬂ]f;nstsi?:tdeg' the motion ¢4, two
i 26 ShIpping iy eggant;

e industry for the purpose Ofn;;?énto

market; anq st-condligf

badly. Thig ;
to get it a.l B Bl b urged a

the honey

S a reason
way as soon ag posible,

Mr,

bt Ward algo supported the

Was put and carried, i
Mr. Baines, in re i
Ply to a question fr
glfc.t_Hobbs, sﬁated there wasqno chaueéoélé
etting a rebate o i i
omiin n railway freights at

The foll'owing delegates were appointed
a deputation to waif on the Minister:—
Messrs. Allan, Gilling, Baines, Brickell and
Nelson,

The deputation waited on the Minister
of Agiiculture, being introduced by Mz
J. A. Young, M.P. for Waikato.

Mr. H. W. Gilling, manager of the New
Zealand Co-operative Honey Producers’
Association, Ltd., said that while the de-
putation quite recognised that in dealing
with the question of the shipment of pro-
duce they were bringing up a very difficult
subject, vet it appeared to them that the
importance of the honey industry had been
to some extent lost sight of. The bee-
keepers of the Dominion were quite alive
to the importance and value of the co-
operative principle, and they had adopted
it, There was now a large accumulation
of honey at all the grading stores. The
difficulty was to obtain shipping space for
it. Until the exporters put the honey on
the boats they were unable to get the
necessary advances to pay the _s.upphers.
Only low advances could be obtained, and
therefore only low advances could be paid
out. Apart from hampering the finance cf
the suppliers, the result was to par_alyse
to a great extent the operations of the
co-operative company. Being a co-opera-
tive concern, it was undz.ar-cap1t.~1hs:-d, and
they were competing w1th. a ﬁ.rm which
had large accumulations of capital. The
co-operative coneern had h:?d some (-oulx.;
etitors in the market offﬂrn}g up.tn 1/2
I—J,m- yound. The only hope of hoh}mg t.he
]1)0(,]{1(301)(,1.5 together was to obtain ship-
ment of their produce, and thus e.nable the
necessary advances to be obtained and
made, Tt had occurred to those engagéd
in the industry that the authunt.xos had
possibly overlooked the ) value of honey
as a food, In view of the inadequate
supply of fruit at Home, and the difficulty
of obtaining sugar, there had been a
ghortage in the quantity of jam available,

and honey could to a great extent take
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] i ities

e Imperial authpn s

e %he quantity of
Zealand.

ace of jam.
Ellfleg]?t] lL}fa? e : overlooked

honey available in New

T A b ung, M. P What ntity
M 7. A \ h qua y
of 1011‘( y b ou acenmu lated 1m
I ) have Y now ac oK

New Zealand? 7
Mr, H. W. Gilling: About 300 tons.

OUTLOOK FOR NEXT YEAR.

ames Allan said the honey industry

s shipment of the pro-

lependent on the the
gl?cse.( IIf the honey was held over, the

arket would not take it. The quan-
i(;fsal (?t}qhouey produeed next year WOulO‘ﬂ
pl'f!b&blV be double that of this ye%l,
Therefore, if the article ecould no} e
shipped, there would be a deadlock. Iloney
could be shipped as broken storage—that
was, it could be used tol fill up Vavcaqt
spaces in the hold, and in that way it
was, he bhelieved, in demand for that
special purpose.  Emgland wanted our
honey. That was shown by the fact that
they were offering us from £170 to £180
a ton to get it. It was a golden oppor-
tunity for the advancement of the honey
induétl'y, and he hoped the Government
would help the producers as far as they
could.

The necessity of inereasing the salaries
of honey graders in order to retain the
services of the most efficient officers was
urged by Mr. R. W. Brickell.

Mr. F. C. Baines urged the appointment
of a Chief Apiarist, pointing out the grow-
ing importance of the industry, and the
lack of a practical competent man being in
charge. All other industries had a Chief
Expert at the head of the particular
branch, and the heekeepers felt it was an
absolute necessity if our industry was to
go ahead as it was capable of doing that
the appointment we ask for should be
made without delay.

THE MINISTER’S REPLY.

The Hon. W. D. S, Macdonald remarked
that the deputation did not ask for any-
thing unreasonable. The questions they
had brought up were very important. A
to the shipment of the honey now in store,
they all knew that at present it was diffi-
cult to secure shipping space. Tt was not
a question of securing cold storage. Tle
understood that honey could be shipped
a; ordinary cargo if a reasonable amount
o1, eare were exercised. He would
the matter before the proper authorri)tlz?o:f;'G
‘He understood that there were 300 tons;
in gtore now.  The Government had a
representative on the Tonnage Committee

1

=
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it was probable that sop, 1
%g;l honey would be secured, 11:@:“&@ ;
nised that after the local market h&fle}f“
supplied, they could only look ¢, o il
in order to maintain the ;p(]ustr.y,
was one of the commodities Which
Tmperial Government had nof Purohg
The Imperial authorities had Purchageq -
butter and meat, and he 'Fh?llght-, the
was something like four millioy Poung B
worth in store in New Zegland ab the prz‘
gent moment awaiting Shlpmenlt, Al th
produce was urgen.tly needed in Ef‘gla;,
If they could possibly have got shipg ol
they would no doubt have been PTOVigg
but we had not got the ships.

=

)

SHIPPING SHORTAGE,

We had been very short of Shippig
right up to the present time, ang the
Government did not expect to get pyg
relief until the end of next month, by
by that time he thought they might o
more ships. He would cable to the Priy,
Minister and Sir Joseph Ward, who wey
now in London, pointing out the treme,
dous impetus the honey industry had p
ceived, the enthusiasm with which gp
people were going into the industry, an
the great future there was before it if
the producers could get reasonable tacili
ties for shipping their produce. The Prims
Minister could point out to the Tmperil
authorities the large quantity of honey
now in store ready for shipment, and t
probably the amount could be doubled of
trebled if we could get the necessary ship
ping facilities. He would send that eable
message within the next day or two.

HONEY GRADERS.

‘Dealing with the question of increasing
the salaries of honey graders, the Minister
said the honey industry had jumped ahead
The industry had not’ attained to its pre
sent degree of importance when the class
fication of the public service was armngeq’
He would bring the question before Cabk
net. Tt was unfortunate that the sessiol
of Parliament had been postponed owing
to. the absence of the two leaders OB
I'mperial business, The points submitted
by the deputation would be noted, and
would be considered by Cabinet when the
BEstimates were being prepared. It was
known to all how the cost of living had
gone up.  All men up to 45 years of agl
were eligible for military service, and 1t
was very hard to retain the services ©
competent men—experts possessing scien®
tifie knowledge—unless adequate Temune:

.Iat,mn were provided. He was inclined {0
agree that dairy insSheators. ingtirustoil




s were all getting lower salarieg

o ,;r::;\f were entitled to. The Valuation

Zag'g o (1t and many other Departments
O @ arf ideration and reclassificati
bed ot peconsic C fication.
Dn% el’d‘f could be no qut‘sj:mn al?out that.
DY oent was a very difficult time. From
thy ho }“d of the country to the other lahour
Se(; 0 O ree and dear. If it could he avoided,
oy Fével'y the‘y'dld not want to start malk.
ey " reases just mow. There were thou-
1(1; ¢ of men at the fromt, and it wonlq
pro @, tair to many of them to make per-
thig Mwut appointments to the higher posi.
tng! q;ls just MOW.

o "

B[T.YERS’ FAITH IN OUR GRADING.

’He did not suppose ther_e was anything
_jmportant as the grading of our pro-

Buyers at Home purchased on the
vernment grade.  Butter, meat, lamb,
1 hemp—all these commodities were
now in England by people
npaged in the trade on the New Zealand

qrchase d

e Send

s @RGovernment grade. If we had not expert
vt @mders, our produce would suffer. They
L) (. <
no st have competent graders for honey

i« well as for butter and cheese. Prac-
jully the whole of our butter was pur-
dased without the purchasers looking at
4 hox of it. They aceepted the Govern-
ment grade; and it had been a magnificent
thing for this country.—(Hear, hear.) He
bad heen muach impressed with the large
gathering of persons engaged in the honey
industry who were attending the Con-
ference. It was an industry in which
they could not over-produce in our day.
New Zealand produce had got a good name.
He would do his best to help the honey
ndustry; and he would try and get the
fhoney oraders put in a better classification,
50 as to offer inducements for competent
1en fo come into and remain in the ser-
Vice. He would do his best to bring the
produce to g high standard, and also to
Increase the output. As he had said, he
Jould eable Home without delay, and see
{1 shipping facilities could not be provided.
He wag absolutely sincere in saying ihat
e would meet their requests as far as he
Dossibly could. i
The "Minister added that the question
U appointing a Chief Apiarist wnul11 !Op
"ought before the Cabinet for congidars;
t"my and if a suitable m}an l‘()ll]]d be foun
e anpoi 5 ould be made.

he “inemsion on Mr. Trythall's paper
Was reg .
Mrr.(/jx“lrlnaiil‘ﬂ'aid he had listened with the
frentost interest to the excellent paper.

sof,  badly

he lecturer had 1ot .on]y__t.,u e
Smitten with the prevailing disease f

% d, but he was also
Which they all suffered, bu keeper. They
s noer S Yookt of bratitade. They
all owed him a : ith {
dppreciated what he was doing with the
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a qualiﬁedbee-m'
pa delivereq ap dhodg
i ‘)tl and proposed g T
. 0 the manufacturers ¢
'ar be increased to at
wide,
: Mr. Baines Stated it wa
oAn%ake manufacturers change their sizes
i ter further discussion by several of
e delegates, the motion was put
lost. e
Mr. Benton then e
i demonstrated his cap-
pings and comh melter, and, havill:g ozhpe
appliance, was able to show how the honey
was away from any heated surface directly
the wax holding it wag melted. The ma-
chine was pretty keenly examined, and

Mr, Ip
relanq addresy  op
ccommenda.
hat the top
at least one ineh

5 a diffieult thing

?(l)aglcl)me would do all that it was claimed

Had Mr. Benton been able to demon.
strate by actual working, it would have
been exceedingly interesting, and we hope
this can bhe arranged at some future date.

A very hearty vote of thanks was ac-
corded.

Mr. H. Bartlett-Miller was quite ready
to- give an actual demonstration of the
capabilities of his melter, having bhrought
down a hox of combs of unextractable
honey, when he was taken ill, and al-
though he did his best to get himself fit
to work, he was compelled to leave the
Conference and seek medical aid. As it
was uncertain when he would be fit, it was
not possible to fix any definite time for
the demonstration, and so a good many
visitors: who were very keen on secing the
working of the appliance were dis-
appointed. Mr. Miller was sufficiently re:
covered by Saturday morning to demon-
strate to just a few, who were much
impressed by the machine.

The discussion on Mr. Allan’s paper was
resumed by Mr. Kirk, who said that he
understood Mr. Allan to say that his
honey very nearly got into the € grade
on account of colour in class.

My, Allan explained that that was not
S0.
Mr. Kirk then requested Mr. Earp to
explain how the grading referred to took
place. /
Mr. Barp produced official data explain-
ing the process of grading. He congratu-
lated Mr. Allan on the quality of his pat
honey. They had had some differences in
the matter of grading. Honey had come
forward in a leaking condition.  With
respect to the shipment of the 40 cases, Mr,
Allan had stated that his honey had just
migsed getting into C grade by 2 points,
but saitd that he blamed colour for just

getting within C grade. He explained the

those interested were convinced that the
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ails of the various grades, and gave

;1:;:(;115 (fm' the decisions relating thereto.,

r. Kirk suggested that each extraction
511(1)\1111(1 bhe ind%rgated by some distinetive
mark on the package, the same as was
done in the case of butter, so that graders
may know by such marks when the whole
of the extraction is made.

Several other speakers dealt with the
su;\;eet. and in reply Mr. Allan said his
intentions were to try and get the Depart-
ment to simplify the grading practice.
The grading offieers were particularl.y sen-
sitive. He had tried to show that it was
the grading schedule he was fighting, and
not the graders. Major Norton said their
system was too complicated, and much less
would do them. Mr. Allan thought that
aroma and taste is one and not two he.amd-
ings, and closed the argument by stating
that as flavour and aroma is the same, so
is, condition and grain and foreign matter
with packing and finish. In the case in
question the cappings of the ting were de-
fective, and fell out in transit.

Mr. Stewart then gave a demonstration
on the subject of ‘‘Queen Rearing.’’

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—

I do not know if many of you are users
of an appliance similar to the onme I have
here in your apiary work. So at Mr.
Baines’ invitation I have brought it to the
Conference for you to have a look at, in
case it would be of some benefit to others.
It is a very useful article for hatehing out
young queens in the hive and have them
safe from injury until you have time to
attend to them.

The procedure in using it is very simple.
You will notice it is made up of a number
of small compartments, with a round hole
in the top of each to insert the cells in
that are due to be hatching out in a few
days. After inserting the cells, the frame
is kept in 4 strong colony hetween two
frames of brood in the brood-nest. Tt
takes the same space as an ordinary frame,
and can be kept in a colony all the sum-
mer, or shifted as required. The only care
necessary is to see that while cells are
in it for hatching it is always kept be-
tween frames of brood, as, should one side
have no brood on it, there is a chance
of the cells getting chilled if a cold night
comes along. And care should also be
taken that while young queens are being
got out that cells not yet hatehed do not
get chilled,

Noyv, you will gay where.is the advan.
tage n using such a contraption? T will
Just give an illustration, Usually the
practice is to give a cell to each colony

—
Now, Mr. Beekeeper New Chun, hag
aged to raise, say. 25 cells, anq bag
18 colonies and nuclei to re-quea,’
puts the cells in this frame tq hatel,

and each morning and evening i nt :
newly hatched queens into their .
homes. There are one or two rathe

T Small
ones, or too dark or yellow, ag tp,

may be, and one or two perhaps Wit
erippled _wing. Those are discardeq o
once, and only the most desirable of t
young queens are put into the q"e‘-‘nle
colonies to be future mothers. T4
inserted the ecells, several colonies mig),
have had inferior queens, while Severat
good ones would have been lost. 3

Another use is when you are not cey,
to a few days when cells are due tg hatg
out, just put them in this frame, anq
have no worry over the possibility g,
young queen coming out and polishing
all the others, as sometimes happens, ay,
in the best regulated apiary at times iy,
the busy season is on. With a little fgy
in each compartment, a young queen can
be a couple of days hatched out withg,
any harm coming to her. My usual pryg|
tice, T may state, is to run the neyy
hatclied queens into the nuecleus or eolgy
at once. But where more are coming o
than are needed at once, they are
into nursery cages with eight or ten young
bees. They can then be kept in an upper
storey of a colony for a few days unfl
required.

Now, a few words on some points in
queen-rearing. I noticed a diseussion i
the Journal on getting cells started b
different methods some time ago. T wil
just mention that the colony readiest of all
to start plenty of cells and feed them wel
is a strong colony that has been deprivel
of a young queen just ready to commend
laying, and that has its brood nearly al
hatched out. T will just give one instane
of last season’s experience. Ome parties
lar colony fixed up for cell-building onl
built out ome cell when it should has
had about 20 at least. Tt was, therefor
given a mnewly hatched queen, and left
itself for about ten days.  The yould
queen by that time was ready to start 13y
ing., She was removed, and an hour lafef
a frame with a small amount of nevif
hatehing eggs inserted. Result: 5 howsg
later 55 cells well started. Such a colonif
also feed the larve extra well, and tb
reasou they are so kean is that they aF
beginning to feel. They need more youls
brood, and those cells) heing their onliff
hope, are well attended to. Of course, y0!
can also use such a colony to merely stal
the cells, either in artificial cell-cups or O

2 E

or nucleus, and allow them to hateh ouf.

| 5

natural eomb, and then remove them
another cell-building ecolony, giving thel
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eir own queen next day, when they

:,h;?l, gkg;‘ ahead as if mnothing had hap-
G

1 U 0% " one more point on raising queens.
s oud N‘J‘]",l\,p all heard or read that large,
hth 0 b:l‘jlt cells are usually the best. But
S} ll-mc cases, to judge what the young
Q; qu will be by the eell’s appearance is
ity ‘@ ¢ to lead to disappointment. The
q A Gould be of fair size, but the main
ft}? utsor in getting first-class young queens
g d the quality of the food supplied, not
1,4 iity. If the food the two to three
lighy ¥ old larvee is floating in is plentiful

‘ of a thick, creamy pearly white ap-
jance, you may rely onl the young
wens being good, or as good as the best

iy 00 the stock they are bred from. - But
atey iihe food supplied by the nurse bees has
Jo @ ish watery appearance and rather

bn-looking, then you may expect to have
fair proportion of small and short-lived
wens, no matter how large and fine the
Jls may be in appearance. This is not
ory, but what I have observed in
tal practice during the last few sea-

] trust these .few remarks may be of
me interest to the beekeepers present.
On the motion of the Chairman, a vote
if thanks was passed to Mr. Stewart, and
support thereof Mr. Ward expressed
lis great appreciation at the ability and
iberality of thought exhibited by Mr.
Stewart in giving them so much of his
experience and knowledge.
- Mr. Bray read suggested amendments to
hie Constitution presented by Mr. Sage,
ecretary of the Waikato Branch, as per
rinted notice, and moved that the same
98 passed, This was seconded by Mr.
Vard, and carried in the form of the
Ollowing motion—‘‘That the Na’cio_n'al
S0ciation at this its annual meeting
“ept and pass all the suggested amend-
ents to the Constitution as proposed by
Ut Waikato Branch.”’ Ty
I. Brickell read a paper on the subject
: “A‘l"e!'tising Honey, and the US(? of
“0Ley ag g Food.’’ He produced a unique
“nple of honey from Bokhara clover.
- Mr. Bray moved—‘That the Conference
'2¢ on the Department of Agriculture
. urgent necessity of at once b.rmgmg
Ity force the necessary rtegulations to
Yevent diseased bees being moved from
(Pace 1o 7
h ngr?eand Mr. Walker supported
¢ motion, :
Mr. Kirk, in replying, stated that regu-
ong are now being drafted to meet the
%, and they would probably be presented
b month, He said the members of the
nference seemed to have absolute faith
! official regulations and their force.

&

bees should not be removed without per-
misgion, and regulations would be made,
and made very shortly, but the Depart-
ment was unfortunately short-handed, and
it is getting more so, and though they may
pass regulations, they would soon have no
staff to carry them out. The regulations
would be put on the Statute Book without
delay.

The motion was put and carried.

The Secretary proposed a vote of

thanks to Mr. Young, M.P., for his efforts
to help the deliberations of the Conference.
This was earried with applause, and the
Secretary was instructed to send a letter
conveying the appreciation of the Con-
ference.
- The Secretary read a remit from the
Waikato Branch—¢‘That the Conference
fully discuss the advisability of formins
judging tests for those who might apply
in order that they may be granted a cer-
tificate of proficiency; the tests to include
grading of honey, wax, honey-mead and
honey-vinegar.””  “‘That the Conference
discuss the question of apiary boun-
daries.’’

Mr. Sage moved the permit, and Mr.
Ward seconded it.

Mr. Kirk said the forming of classes
would be impracticable, but if it was only
a matter ,of examination, they could be
held; but during the war the Department
could not arrange this at all the centres.
A single examination of one lot of honey
is not sufficient to issue a certificate on.
There would have to be several examina-
tions before a competency certificate could
be issued. TUnder normal conditions things
would be much easier. The Department
was quite in sympathy with the idea, but
shortage of staff makes the matter diffi-
cult. He supported Mr. Clayton’s sugges-
tion that judges be appointed by the
National Association.

On the question of apiary boundaries a
wvery great deal of discussion followed,
but it was agreed that the National was
absolutely powerless. The matter is
brought up every year, and the position is
that if a man decides to go to a distriet
where heekeepers are already established,
there is no power in the land to stop him.
There was one case mentioned in which
the circumstances were singular. A young
lady, after being at the Ruakura Apiary
for a year, decided on taking up the in-
dustry. Having selected a suitable dis-
trict, she made enquiries all round—at the
post office, residents, farmers, and all
others likely to know, but was unable to
find anyone who kept bees. On the
strength of this information, she bought
two acres of land, and arranged for a
house to be built, and the bees she had

E"ﬁfy beekeeper knows perfectly well that

hought (40 hives) were placed on the
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was this done, when

‘ 1 &
ol ey that he had leaged

 farmer informed her el
:Li;:‘::l on his farm to @ b.ee;keepleé "{nglz
miles away who was gomg 0 P]I-‘)d i
150 hives. Naturally the yom_;lg ’[(rl};-paqy
very mueh <1istresge<i: as she d{' ‘(l m,yerv
spoht a great deal of money, 'ta'\Ln s
prcc:mtiuu to do mno one an 1n,|}1¥4};,118heg
to find that no sooner was she ve.s‘r‘:x() ; 45
than she would be swamped by 150 11\<];Y
pmotiml])' next door. It was unannuouﬁ.‘ﬁl;_
decided that the Secretary write the ge% e
man who was intending to Pt the' ](OEQ
Jdown, stating that, considering the trouble
4 ady had been put to in

and expense the 1
; e had done, the Con-

.omparison to what h : 1
‘Il;lngl\te would appreciate his action if he
forfeited the site he had chosen, and
secure ancther in the distriet that would
ve the lady a fair range for her.bees.
Mr. H. Benton submitted a remit from
the Wairarapa Branch to have printed the
notes rewritten for Beginners in the Joqr»
nal of Agriculture in book form for dis-
tribution among beginners in the cpaft
joining the Association. v
that this remit be made the subject of a
discussion, with a view of the adoption
of the proposal by the National, which he
strongly urged.

After considerable discussion, it was
agreed, on the motion of Mr. Ireland,
seconded by Mr. Watson—*‘That no action
be taken at present in that direetion, and
it be left over for consideration at the
next Conference.”’

With reference to the remits from the
Southland Branch, Nos. 1 and 3 were dealt
with under other headings.above recorded,
andi No. 2 was carried.

The Secretary moved a hearty vote of
thanks to Mr. Kirk for his help to the
Association. This was passed with accla-
mation, and Mr. Kirk briefly responded,
stating it was always a pleasure to do all
he possibly could to advance the interests
of the Association.

The election of officers was then pro-
ceeded with, and on the motion of Messrs.
Ireland and Nelson, Mr. Barker was elected
President,

Mr. Allan was elected Vice-President.

For the Executive, Messrs. Treland and
Watson were elected for the South Island,
and Messrs. Nelson and Sage for the North.

On the motion of Messrs, Ward and
Allan, Mr. Baines was re-elected Secretary
and KEditor, ]

Mr. Sage said he thought they should
recognise Mr. Baines’ services from a
£ 8. d. point of view. There was no doubt
their Seeretary was very much underpaid
for his work, and he had therefore much

T
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It was requested,

pleasure in proposing that the S
salary be increased by £26
Editor of the Journal.

This was seconded by My,
carried unanimously.

Mr. Baines briefly replied, and ,
ated the goodwill and help thag h"-I’Dr
given to him during the past Veas il
was only by such help and goqgy: T,
he had been able to carry on ang
success of the Journal, and he gq.,
their continued support. 3

Mr. Allan said he did not think ¢,
yet done enough, but that they 51
recognise Mr. Baines’ work in g}mn‘%:‘,‘
with the Association, and he moyveg g
a £10 bonus for the past year }e ¢ |
to him now. This was seconded |JV
Davies and carried. 4

On the question of the next annuyy) g,
ference, it was finally decided tq g,
the matter in the hands of the Exe(;ut

A vote of thanks was passed ¢, "
Press, and Mr. Brickell moved a
thanks to Mr. Miller for his wor
the Conference. This was carrieq
hearty acclamation.

Mr. J. Rentoul wired regretting that
was marooned at Blenheim, and tnps g
able to be present.

Mr. J. S. Cotterell wired greetings ap
good wishes. :

The Hall in which the Government fin
were shown was pretty closely packd
and the pictures were thoroughly enjoyel
The industries sereened were Becleeping
Fruit-growing, Hemp Industry, snd Co
mining, and the scenic pictures Wangan
River and the Southern Alps.

A hearty vote of thanks was ace
to, the Department, partieularly
operator, who gave up his evening for i
benefit of the visitors to the Conference

The appliances sent for exhibition 8
tracted much attention. These were:
A Hand Bottom Board, made by the Al
ance Box Co.; the Waite Patent Bottl
Board, which enabled the entrance to
opened or closed by sliding the floor bod
in a groove made in the sides of the hi¥
stand. The Davis Hive is designed !
allow ventilation to a very great dege
but the same result can be obtained !
inserting blocks at the entrance. =
Clayton brought down a bottom board t
was easily made, and an appliance &
would last for years. The appliances ¥
at the Ruakura Apiary were all sho¥
either in model or actnal size.

The Seceretary tenders his best thal
to all who thus helped to make the

e

Cret,
ey vl
L Ay

Wedde, o

ference helpful and instruetive.

Blone, 'on & Co., Ltd,, Printers, Dunedin




