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'IRST pAy__WEDNESDAY, 9th JUNE. | for
‘ s

" < i
The e Anntual Conference of the

7 venth P {
Mitional Beckeepers’ Association of N-L‘*\’\’
“talang opened in the Concert Hall

the ,, Y. M. C:A.; Christehureh, at 10

‘. on Wednesday, June 9th. There were

Pl delegates present, and the President

(Mr. James "Allan) presided.  Amongst
hose present were:—Mr, J. A, Campbell

{Agsistant Director ITorticulture & Apiarvies
Division, Department of Agriculture),
Legsrs. E. A, Barp, T, A. Jacobsen, G, V,
Westbrooke, H. A, Young (Apiary Instruec-

s), Mr. J. Rentoul (Chairman) and Mr.
F. Ryland (General Manager of the
N.Z. Co-op. Honey Produncers’ Association
Ltd.); Messrs.' J, Cooper, A, J.May, J,
Shackey, W. A. Lilburne, A. Norton, W. H.
Brown, . B. W, Sage, G..L.. Hight, A, H.
Hli(‘)‘, W. KUI]]IU«L\', P. Martin, A. J. Boyce,
W. H; Barker, S, Garvdiner, R. MeGibbon,
¢, NN s agbhden, T Y AT 'Clarky, OGS AL
[’upe, Woods, E. Chave, A, A.
Bowmaun, J. Kreft, A, Ireland, H. .J. Ellis,
W.. H, Cartwright, A. H, Davies, L. Irwin,
Westroit, C, J, Clayton, A.
G "Woard L R Bray, .

Downs, L.

H, Gardner, J.
B

Emerson, K.
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“lurdoch, J. Bayne, A, Barrett, G. H. Me-
Lean, W, Booth, R. Beattie, E, Simpson,
LG Kitchingham, T. 8. Winter, H, N.
“oodman, W, Watts, W. Watson, T, Barr,
A G, Craig, J. C. Gibb, A. R. Dickie, A.
Robins, H. Shepherd, ®. McKnight, J.
Forster, P, J. Kerr, L. Irvine, G. J. Verrall,
R. W, Brickell, N. Askin; Mesdames Emer-
son, Shepherd, Palmer, Cartwright, May,
Chamberlain, Aitcheson, Kitchingham,
Robins, Warq, Jacobsen, Beattie; Misses
M. Shepherd, Buckley, Hart, Winton, .J.
Mackay.
_An apology for ahbsence was received
trom Mr. G. Witty, M.P. for Riccarton.

The President called upon Mr, J. A,
Campbell, Assistant Director of the Horti-
cultural Division of the Department of
Agriculture, in the absence of the Mayor of
Christchureh (Dr. H. T. J. Thacker, M.P.),
to open the Conference,

Mr. Campbell apologised for the absence
of Mr. T, W, Kirk, the Director of the
Horticultural Division, who was not well
enough to he present. The ladies and
gentlemen bhefore him, My, Campbell said,
represented one of the Dominion’s import-
ant rural industries. It was a young and
growing one, and growing in importance
year by year. Like all young industries, it
had many problems to face. They had
met to consider those problems and re-
forms, and he hoped that the conference
would be able to formulate and tabulate in
detail those pressing questions they had
been talking about prior to the Conference.
The Department generally was anxious to
assist such industries as beekeeping; but
those engaged in the industry were called
upon to assist themselves. The Depart-
ment, he felt sure, would assist in all
reasonable proposals put forward. The
Conference should formulate its proposals
in such a way that the Department would
be able to understand what was wanted.

aving formulated their wants, they should

sh them with all their power.

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS,

The President said that the present was
the first Clonference that the Association
had held in Christehurch, and consequently
there were pregent many who had not at-
tended previous Conferences, and conse-
quently he gave full liberty to delegates
to shake hands with any man in the room
on the shortest notice. He did not know
if he could take the same liberty in respect
of the lady members; but it was the duty
of every gentleman to make the ladies feel

at home, TIn his address he Wianteq ; Mtf"
take up a subject that struck av the o ;11""«
of the beckeeping industry: he desireg, J

speak of what he considered should e g
keynote of the work of the Conference,

%
the previous meeting, held in Welling %7‘11;{2
the Executive resolved on a forward 4 ';t
ment in connection with the industry, hf‘
tinuing, Mr. Allan said:—At our last py, )",'f‘t
ing, held at Wellington, your Execy {51111
regolved, after a good deal of consig pé
tion, on a forward movement in connee ' n0"
with our industry. To that end it n0
to the several Bramches of the Natjg be?“
remits for their consideration be_aring fat?
the direction which in their opinon et
forward mevement should take. Moy ugd(’
yvou will have had an opportunity of ¢ ¢e]
sidering these remits, and I hope that wjg§
they arve discussed in Conference that g, ¢
may speak with no uncertain sound. ) 0 3
time let me outline the position thatgpy ¢

behind these remits. Let me ask the gy
tion—What at the present time is
greatest hindrance to the progress of g
industry throughout the Dominion? Is
not Foul-brood? Do we not all realise ti
this one disease more than any af
trouble—or all our other troubles put
gether—is our greatest difficulty? It
casions more loss of time or loss of mon
than anything else. Tt is our cons
dread. We never open a brood-nest w
out a watchfulness which becomes sew
nature for the flat and perforated ce
too often—far oftener than is ne
we find it. Tn our industry there t
kinds of people—there are keepers of I
and heekepers. The first of these sow!
disease; the others reap the harvest. B
keeper of bees is onme who owns hees;!
has more or less colonies, generally &
stuck in some out-of-the-way corner.
does not know anything about foul-brd
and when his bees die, which they genel
do, it is quite unexpected; in fact, he
probably remark that a few days be
his diseovery they were unusually B
which is very likely. The beekeepet
also one who owns bees. He has mom®
less  colonies—generally more—an
occupy the pride of position, well shelte
and tidily kept. He may not know ml
about some things, but he does know fol
brood. His bees never die, but when il
have heen out visiting he sometimes has
‘‘McEvoy.’’. It is my candid opinion ¥
if the keeper of bees will not becomé
beekeeper, then he ought not to keep b
Wie have an Apiarvies Act. Mr. Hopkd
who fathered that Aect, is proud of
Speaking generally, the beekeeping fral
nity is proud of it. Other countries

notably some of the North Ameri®
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__pave admired it, and wished that
f“;,qd‘ a simildr Act. But of late years
ey 11;1“"' become coldly eritieal. ““Yes,'’
Y v, ‘‘you have got the ideal Apiaries
I "t you are mot diminishing your
() ood: you are not cleaning up; disease
) rampant all over your Dominion.
ot good is it?’’ The fault is not in the
I S1r. Mopkins, himself has only one
it to find in it. He says increase the
alty from £5 to £20. I do not know
;1t ‘that, but this T do know—the fault
Lot, as [ have said, in the Act. We as
skeepers have mnot had the courage to
,» the proper administration of the Act.
bt is where the fault lies. Do not mis-
jerstand me; T am finding no fault with
s Department as it at present exists. My
pplaint is that it is totally inadequate
garry out the Act which it is supposed
padminister.  An instruetor may succeed
giving his attention to a comparatively
pll area in cleaning it up; but is it a
ir thing to expect that our instructors
| make a suceess on the areas they at
went control? Let me make a statement
t will bring this out clearly. As most
you know, my Apiary is in Southland,
nd T spend my summers there. This last
eason 1t was my privilege as your Presi-
ent to attend a braneh meeting in that
istrici, and at that meeting 1 met M.
I was struck by this, though I did
ot say sg then, that Mr., Earp was
mongst friends. He had done work for
iem which they appreciated. It was the
ind of spirit that ome naturally wants to
¢ exist between the beekeepers and in-
tructors. Now, I met Mr. Earp again,
till in his distriet, but this time at Tas-
flan, in Nelson, That was only a few
fecks ago. How far do you think it is
etween those two places? Only a matter
about 700 miles! 1s it a reasonable
roposition to expeect Mr. Earp to clean
foul-brood over an area like that, and
i the same time grade about 15,000 tins
f honey at the various ports? In my
yinion it would require six well qualified
en to clean up the South Island alome.
divide it into six distriets would still
il them very large, and there would still
¢ an urgent need for local ingpectors to
lp in the work. T am not quite so well
quainted with the North Tsland, but it
ts more than the«South in most things,
1 probab]_v its meeds would be areater
bro also. I do mot, 'ho‘wov(ar, propose to
wlicate how many ingtructors it would
rather T wish only to show the total
adequacy of the present staff, They
ve done yeoman service for our in-
¢ v—all honour to them for what hag
'zu«'O"'l"”""‘"*’“’]“'f they simply cannot

ke ;

do this thing; there is mot power enough.
What, then, should be done? We should
ask that a promise already made in answer
to a resolution carried at a former meeting
of this Conference should be carried out—
that a Chief Apiarist should be appointed:
a man with a thorough technical know! lge
of beekeeping; a man who knows foul-
brood; a man with brains and push. Let
him make his own plans, but let us have
this trouble dealt with in a fair and busi-
ness-like way. 1 daresay our legislators
will ask the question: Is this industry
worth all the expenditure involved in sueh
an inerease in instruetors as would surely

come?  Are they justified in putting
this additional burden on the tax-
payer? When the war was in pro-

gress our Government sent every available
man to the front—everything had to give
way to war needs—and consequently all
the services of the country were more or
less crippled. When the war ended it left
us with a great burden of debt. What,
then, became the ery? Simply this, we
must produce to our utmost limit. We
must inerease our exports, and as a con-
sequence the inflow of money into the
country. - Every man must do his 'bit.
Well, we beekeepers want to do eur bit.
This disease is a drag on us, but still with
it ‘all our own Co-operative Association re-
ceived in the last season 624 tons of honey,
of a value of about £40,000. The record
is' one of continuous and rapid increase,
and, given a proper chance of development,
there is no reason why in a few years
it should not be 6,000 tons instead of 600
tons. Then as a produet ours is second to
none. There is a verse in one of the old
Prophets which says: ‘‘Butter and honey
shall he eat until he shall know to refuse
evil and choose the good.”” Twenty-five
centuries. ago our product was bracketed
with butter in this wonderful way. Tf to-
day we are behind in the race, we only
plead for a chance. I am content to
Justify my position by two reasons:—(1)
That our industry is worth it; (2) That
it is the proper thing to do. If anthrax
or swine fever or any other dreaded disease
was to appear in Southland or Aunckland,
or anywhere within the three-mile limit,
Dr, Reakes would be after it, and no matter
what it cost or how many inspectors were
n-guirml, it would be stamped out. Darine
this last season ‘‘fireblight " appeared i
some orchards in Auckland. The Horti-
:’;llrllll::l]ui):13111:}11:1;(!11‘1:1l \;izlg;'».t‘ f}‘\\'llnlo army
of the (‘X]W(‘l{ﬂ(‘ sim )l‘v th: l;' lb'lln Shogght
<, hm';'rmlL n,n‘d \l"]‘l ! umgur flag has
b 1B l will not be pulled down
P gL 1ger has passed away, Ladies

men, T want the danger flag
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hoisted in so far as our industry is con-|  The hadges of membership have h
cerned, and kept Thoisted until the|procured, and ean now be obtained frg
danger of foul-brood is under control|the Branch Secretaries or mvself, 4
thronghout  onr  Dominion. I make
this assertion, and I feel sure that

heekeepers of standing will bear me out,|althongh I am not able to show a
honey | big
foul-brood is ten times greates|brought about by two reasons.
to our Dominion than the total cost of the!is that, as 1

that the
through

logs in

production of

Apiaries
the

Department,

wheels of our industry that

is not

only cutting down the production for most|registered beekeepers, which contained g

heekeepers, but is

hindering
Owing to

lectures given to our soldiers
in the camps in England, many of them

of foul-brood is to court disaster.

for them.
It is my hope that this Conference may
discuss this subject thoroughly, and that

permanent good to our industry may result.

MINUTES CONFIRMED.

On the motion of Mr, E. G. Ward, sec-

previous Conference were taken as read.

SECRETARY'’S REPORT,

. The Secretary (Mr. Fred €. Baines) sub-

itted the following report and hbalance
‘sheet:—

My, President, Ladies & Gentlemen,—

[ have very great pleasure in again
presenting my annual report and bhalance
sheet which, T think, will be satisfactory
to you all, as it shows the condition of
the National to be in a very healthy state,
and the finances gound.

« The members’ subseriptions have in-
creased £9 108, and the Branch Associa-
tions by £8 14s, 10d. This latter would
have “bheen inereased considerably, had I
had the returnsg from three Branches whoge
statements have not yet come to handg,

During the year another Branch has heen
added from Hawke’s Buy, and we are pro-
mised another in Auckland as soon as the
Beason commences, A

Tt is a brake on|subseribers, by the couytesy of Mr. T,

|
|
have come home wishing to hecome bec-|the result was not so good as ant
Keepers. And it it would give present bee-|as out of that large number I seq
lkeepers the' greatest pleasure to welcome | only 175 new subscribers.
them into our ranks; but we dare not do|tailed a pretty heavy printing and po
it: to bhecome a bheekeeper while ignorant | bill, and incidentally a fair amount of
If we|on my part, and I confess the result
had a strong Department with sufficient | disappointing, L L i
instructors much conld be deune to help|since that anotlhler periodical that catg
these men to take up an employment that|for a kindred industry w
in many ways would be peeuliarly suitable|canvass of a Toll of 8,000

1 126 more than at this time last

nded by Mr., J. Ellis, the minutes of the get-up of the Journal, T have, as vou

The Journal Account, too, is satisfacto

profit this year, which has

was anxious to increase ¢

Kirk T was loaned a copy of the listg]

o ad

expansion. ' 5,000 names, and to all those who .-ip
not already subseribers I sent a spee y

copy of the Journal. I am sorry fo g &

‘iategl ¢+ s

i 7

The job .

rJ

although I have lea
made a
names, g
secured only 250 new subscribers; so
really did better than they did.

The actual number of copies sent |
this month was 839, of which there i
free list of about 35, so the number of st
seribers is about 800, which is, roughl
vear.s

In the hopes of improving the genes

know, been using a much better paper, 3
am illustrating every month. Judg
from the comments made by the
scribers, the alteration is appreciated. B
as you all know, the price of paper §
increased about 500 per cent., and
cost of producing the Journal to-day is
about treble what it was when I
asked to take over the control three vé
ago, and now [ am informed by
printers that owing to new awards bel
given to the compositors the cost of pr
ing will be considerably increased, and
am compelled to ask you to agree to
price being increased from mnext modd
The cost of the specimen copies and po
age, with the increased cost of printi
are the chief causes of the increased 8
penditure, as shown on the balance sheets

Before closing, T sincerely thank
those who by words of appreciation
éncouragement have assisted me to b
the Journal up to its present form, &
earnestly ask for assistance from thes
who are capable of sending along news
items, so that the Journal may counti
to grow in usefulness to our industry,
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Journgl had
which mem-
nother. They

ident said that the
ellent means by
ouch with one a
that Mr, Baines had proved
and was doing good
work,——(App]nuswe.) He im‘ite:d ‘a 1dlsju§i
sion on the question of increasing the su
seription to the Journal.

Mr. B
wages to compo!
price of paper
Journal Account wo

The Pres
proved an ex¢
bers kept in t
would admit th
an efficient Editor,

aines explained that increased
sitors and the increased
made it likely that the
uld show a deficit next

year.
After discussion it was unanimously
agreed, on the motion of Mr. J. Murdoch,

Mr. J. Ellis, to increase the

onded by
ot arnal from 5/- to 6/-

subseription to the Jo
per annum.

Mr, Baines: I take that as a compliment
to myself, and I thank you very much.

On the motion of the President, sec-
onded by Mr, A. Ireland, the Secrgtary’s

report and balance-sheet were adopted.
FORWARD MOVEMENT.

The President submitted remits from
the Bxecutive, placing the following before
Conference for disecussion:—

1. That in spite of our Apiaries Aet and
inspectorial staff, we are not making
nearly sufficient progress in the cheeck-
ing of disease. In some districts it is
questionable whether disease is mnot
causing greater ravages than ever, and
we think the time has arrived for a
hig forward movement in this connec-
tion.  This assumption is supported
by the resolution forwarded by the
Clutha Valley Branch, whilst the re-
commendation by the beekeepers as-
sembled at Ruakura indicates that in-
creased vigilance is mecessary to pre-
vent the introduction of Isle of Wight
disease into this country, and that
importation of bees, queens, and honey
should be immediately stopped. {

2. That in order to carry this out, we ask
for the immediate appointment of a
Chief Apiarist and an enlarged staff,

3. That some new system of grading should
be adopted in order to relieve the, in-
spectors, and make it possible for

them to ‘oncentr 2 1 1C
& concentrate on the mspectio
n

: 1\{1; J. Ellis (Poverty Bay) said that
foul-brood was greater than ever before
in hisg fh_f-vtrwt, and ufless there was proper
Bupervigion and the Apiaries Act enfor?o-d

-EKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF Nz

o

{rouble. His Branch had eome tq ), %4 o
clusion that there should he 4 o

Apiarist, also an_increase in the y

ofI snstruetors, and that' the powers r?;_mll
inspectors should be increased. He
heen through a great many apiavies

their local inspector, and _he found
there was more foul-brood in Poverty

than there was ten years ago.

Mr. L. Irwin (Southland) said thyy
dividual members of his Branch hgq
pressed their strong des1.re that
Government should take action to coy
foul-brood by appointing a Chief Apiag
and providing ar enlarged staffl of ipg "%

tors, with powér to prosecute thoge Wi} |
do mot comply with requirements g - J
coping with foul-brood. Southlang b
keepers said that the thing had to be dgg |
with, and dealt with effectively. He fy @
self was willing to be taxed one shi i
per hive per annum in order to prg 4
for the additional inspectors. i

Mr. E. W. Sage (Auckland Provi “;

Branch) said that he endorsed the remy
of the two previous speakers; in the Nop
they heartily agreed with the propositiy
put forward by Poverty Bay and Soufte
land. ]

Mr. W, B. Bray (Barry’'s Bay) wmoved
¢¢That this Conference urge on the Goven
ment that the Apiary Division he made
separate Division, under a separate in
tor, responsible to thle Director-Gena
direct.”” He said that the Apiary Divisi
was at present tacked on to the Hox
cultural Division, and there was no Chi
Apiarist; none of the graders and inspd
tors could do anything without consulti
the chief of the Division, and he was 8
orchardist first and last and the whole
the time. They could mot, however, blas
him, but at times it looked as if there ™
no control of the Apiary Division—uno.ct
plete control. They should get the Apis
Division separated; they would then b
a chance of the industry receiving the 8
tention it was entitled to.

Mr. J. Rentoul seconded, and said
the industry was sufficiently large to ha!
a separate Division, 4

Mr. €. J. Clayton said that after J
existing legislation having been in €3
ence for 15 or 16 years, it was undounl§
that foul-brood was on the increase.
had been his business to go vound abe
the apiaries, and there was more fo
brood about at present than theve was
or 16 years ago. It was not confinel
box hives; his experience was that th®

they g i
Yy were going to have considerable

was more foul-brood among bees in b
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— More inspegtors were
D was'® wonder to him how the
¢ aspectors got over the country
‘,1:1 orading and judged honey at
q die The judging and attendance at
“-sqvR should be eut out, and the in-

872 potild ‘conce}ltmﬁ@ on fighting
")'1]::;(N1- An intelligent woman ecoulq
l:nng“f

to do grading.

. . Ward said that he supported,

A L'l” the influence he held, the ad-

th,\: for more inspectors; it was quite

uﬂ]‘. (hat the present inspectors could
r the ground and give satisfaction:

1d not administer the Aet,

ol
ot cove
iy cou

i T (lark said he had no doubt that

]
ol were agreed as to what was wanted,
ot not as to how they wanted it. Bee-
ullpers felt that Mr. Kirk, the head of

i

e Division, was an out-and-out orchardist;
it he conld not say that Mr, Kirk had
bt given them a fair deal. The reason
wekeepers had not got sufficient was be-
gise they hiad not asked in the right way.
ey had not put sufficient ‘‘punch’’ into
fat they had asked. He suggested that
e mover and seconder should discuss the
natter with Mr. Campbell.

The President asked Mr. Campbell to
speak on the subject.

Mr, Campbell said that he did not want
0 say anything that would influence the

“@bnferencd one way or :another to do
(@anyihing it would otherwise do. As to
I§le proposal for a separate Apiary Divi-
1{- ion, they had the principle that ‘‘division

8 weakness,”” TIf a small division were
reated, it was probable that heekeepers
would get Jess consideration than they
Were receiving at present when they were
dffached to what was really a small
Division, What they should go for was
(hief Apiarist attached to the Horti-
‘Ultural Division; they would then get
Irictically what they wanted. Mr, Kirk
tal been‘striving for everything that the
issociation had been working for, and had
fen striving in every way: he had files
| Jie office tisat proved that, b1 the final
eigion did not vest with the Division.
! they formulated their scheme, and ad-
eated it with sufficient “pnn("'l.l,” they
ould get all the assistance Mr, Kirk could
tive them., Tt was the beekeepers who
ust, ¢opvince the Department, the Diree-
or-Geperal, and the Minister. He f}loug_ht
that they would get ow better by going for
“ Chief 'Api:n'i.wt and for an mcr(;;'mu in ‘th.u
Inspection staff.—(‘‘Hear, hear’’) — This
thould he donme by showing the Divector-
eneral and the Minister the :1lm«')]ute ne-
Pessity, in the interests of the industry,
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1 ul-br 8 controlled
Zﬁ%ﬁii’f&llﬁ){ z}(th th]e) present time f?)lrldth':)};z
i Y the Department to sive t}
result beekeepers wer, Mo fir AR
: ¢ Te asking for,
bl}};)U}d go divectly for cleg ing uprdistTr}ilf’et};
:\0 e]’,ﬁleeplt_zgll)»bro‘(iqd existed; it did not matgei'
Deososecpers Now' that was done s0 1
%s it was done, By doing this they Wo(LnIg
e working along the lines that the Divi-

working in thej
for some considerable zcs;;ime_ E ey

Mr. A. Ireland moveq as
- dr S an amendment,
an‘d Mr W. E. Barker seconded—“Thﬁtt
this (vonfel'_enee urge upon the Government
the necessity for the appointment of a

Chief Apiarist and an inerease in the staff
of inspectors,”’ -

—_—
for foul-brogq bein

The President suggested to Mr.
that he should withdraw his motion.

Mr. Bray said that he was inclined to
stick to his motion.

Bray

The amendment was put, and was de-
clared carried. A show of hands was de-
manded; only ten voted against the amend-
ment.

On being put as the substantive motion,
the amendment was declared carried unani-
mously,

The President: I would like to convey
to Mr. Campbell the fact that we are
unanimous about this business, and that
we are in earnest about it: we want some-
thing domne; we don’t care how it is done,
but we do want foul-brood controlled from
one end of the Dominion to the other, and
an end put to the present——

A Voice: ‘‘Tinkering.”’

The President: Yes, tinkering. It will
pay the Government—it will pay the
country to do it; and it will increase the
wealth of the Dominion,

[SLE OF WIGHT DISEASE.

Mr. B. G. Ward mgved the following
portion of the Executive’s first remit:—
““That increased vigilance is necessary to
prevent the introduction of Isle of Wight
disease into this country, and that the im-
portation of bees, queens, and honey should
be immediately stopped.’’” He said that
they could claim that in New Zealand they
had as good bees as could be got, and foul-
brood was the result of importing queens
from other countries. Foul-brood being in
the country was spreading wholesale.

My, ¢!, A, Jacobsen secouded.

Mr, A, Ireland said that a similar remit
was agreed to unanimously on two previous
oceasions, Had nothing been done? Why
should it be passed again?
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a lot of |N.Z, Co-operative Honey py,
ciation should speak on the

The President: We have ta do Nlhegrs‘ o
things again. i Matte,

My, F. (. Baines said that Mr. I&lrklt")l‘(-} Mr, (': F. Ryland sa'mirl that tp, o
him the previous week that he had h“afrie, had realised for_ some time that ¢, Hp
the matter hefore the Government for ‘2 system of grading was not enmp‘lpr
vears, and had urged the prehibition . 0T | g5 ot ory—it was not sufficiently e—lagt
the importation of queens, bees, and honey. | oyapje them to satisfactorily gy, .
There was a big risk in importing honey jcetq iy countries other than Grey BL.
from Australia, where the ‘‘disappearing|mpe matter had been before the i
trick " disease was prevalent—a disease | piaotors, hut all the necessary gy
that little was known about. There V‘.Y?S not been collected, mnor had ltherea
danger of the disease being imported withi| opportunity to go into the mate |
the honey. the officers of the Department, 1 ¢

Mr. W. B. Bray said that the ‘“D.T.”” |had informed them that they woulq
disease had been in existence for the past|an opportunity to talk the matter
15 vears. The Vietorian Bacteriologist with Mr. Campbell and the three (g
sent to New Zealand for some hees, and |ment graders in Christchurch.
£ " s m 22 Twpa Lo el "
found that the ‘‘D.T.”’ disease existed in Wi Draieal s ey

rio i some better system of grading i
My, Trwin said that Mr. Kirk apparently ‘?gglt “he g/radi);fg iy gnot 1;k:nu
had done all he could; there was someone g iﬁspeetors L Cnisich, ‘He
higher up than jfthe Division who had pre- gosted that Mr.. Campbell should e
vented the he‘eﬂeepers from getting satis- b representatives of the 1
faction, and was blocking them.  How L v Sri ]
i tl’le}' to get their ‘‘punch’’ in? and report to Conference.
Voices: ‘‘Members of Parliament.’’ This was agreed to.

Mr. Trwin: We should get our ‘‘punch’’ 323 e
in there as quickly as possible. DEALING WITH FOUL-BROGY

Mr, Sage said that while this prohibition | Mr. W. Kennedy asked why no pr
was desirable from the beekeepers’ point | tions had taken Plaee' in respect of
of view, was it fair, seeing that New |existence of box-hives in the Methves
Zealand was exporting quite 75 per cent. |trict last year. He alleged that thea
of its honey, to prevent houney from other of the box-hives did not destroy the @
countries coming in? and honey.

_ Mr. Gardener strongly ohjected to the| Mr, E, A. Earp, Government A] 1
mportation of bees; but the life of a structor, said that when Mr. K
queen was only four or five years. At |mentioned the matter to him last V&
© the end of ten years what sort of bees | (Mr. Earp) sent inspeectors to the 058
- would there be in the Dominion? They had rid the distriet of mos! of
Mr. MeLean: Why cannot New Zealand [Pox-hives. No prosecutions ha! ]
breed as good bees as those that are im- |Place, that being at Mr, Kennedy = ©8
rted? wish,
Mr. Davies said that his Braneh had| Mr. Gardiner asked why Mr. FarP
passed a strong 1'('“solution on the subject. |been guided by a beekeeper.
Mr, Watson suggested that if ‘“honey’’ Mr

were eut out of the motion, it would be
agreed to without opposition.

Earp said that he had seel

necessity for prosecuting, as tl“’."
g ’ able to get rid of the box hives W%

[he mover and seconder agreed to the |going to that length. They were "d
tlelv‘Uun of the word ‘“honey’ from the |all instructors and then inspectors, and3
motion, which was then unanimously | Department’s policy was to prosecuf¢
agreed to, " las a last resort,

GRADING HONEY. DISTINCTIVE MARKS ON (

The President said they now eame to the | Replying to Mr, Treland, Mr. l'*"{'ﬁ,
third remit from the Exeeltive:—‘That |that if all the cases submitted "' ¢
some mnew system of grading should be |uniform grade, then they were l’“'T
adopted in order to relieve the inspectors, | one lot; where there was a noticeabl®
and make it posgible for them to concen-|ference in the colour or flavoul, ”“,
trate on the inspection work,”’  He sug- |necessary on the part of the bcelf*"‘}
gested that representatives present of the | mark the cases, ns it assisted gl‘i“l“‘b'

Ak
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r1BS FOR BREACH OF ACT,

moved:— ‘That the Conference
that the maximum penalty for
. of the Apiaries Act be increased

PE N A L

Baines seconded, and said that Mr.
i .1 bronght the matter before the

¢ had but nothing had heen done.

hm‘iﬁ“&
o, Campbell said that owing to Parlin-
ot concentrating on war legislation, it
b been impossible to get the Apiaries
'+ amended. It might be possible to get
ended during the coming sessionm,

e President suggested that the motion
quld incorporate a remit (from the Grey-
qth Branch that the minimum penalties

This was agreed to, and the motion was
lopte .

Mr. Sage moved:— ‘That no bees, hives
appliances shall be removed from one
anty to another county without the
tten authority of the inspector for the

- Mr, Ellis seconded.

Mr. Bray suggested that the prohibition
ould he ‘‘from ome place to another,”’
ud that the Act should be amended by
fleting the word ‘‘lknowingly’’ from the
ation dealing with the removal of bees,
es, and appliances.

The
mgth.,

My, Campbell said that an amen‘dm}ent
f the Act would be necessary. Certainly
mething more definite should he done in
éspect of the removal of bees and the
pread of disease in that way. He thought
B3t the motion should refer only to bees,
Ves, or appliances when they chaugmll
Wnership; that would not ]l}fﬁ‘l:f{‘re with
beekeeper shifting bees of his own to
L out-apigry in another county.

motion was diseussed at some

The motion was agreed to.

HONEY AND METHODS or
i HANDLING.
IfT'he President read the following paper:

By Chairms: a lown on the pro-
I My, Chairman,—1 am do sfpeadiiin

i V .
amme to open a digeusgion on MHG '
it of ‘‘Honey and 1\19“1})«1& ut‘lla,ltll(llv
In order to’ be concise ant to %
I have put what T have to say“t;“
Tt is a common saying that no ”e
it is equally appiic
No two honeys
flavour, and
hees

Bper, !
cey are exactly alilke
le in the case of hmw,\]'.

; Pt .
p cxactly alile in colout, =¥ )
Exture, l%vury plant from which the
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gather nectar gives a
characteristics in the
N colour they
almost b]aeli;"i

honey having its own
qualitiey mentioned,
Vaitiry fron; water white to
o B n Havour from the luseious
i‘:lhlti;ex :&‘;‘ e;' to the nauseous ragwort; and
cexture from honeys that extract quite
efasﬂgf to honeys that refuse +o leave the
: Y and more often than not are
g‘]a.the}'mg from varying sources, and that
P qtili gr‘eaterv aU account the varia-
S s : . nder these circum-
stances the marketing of our honey is
made very diffieult, and very often results
. a good deal of dissatisfaction. We
have no standard, known on the market
on which we can quote. What has been
flone has heen to class the honey accord-
ing to colour—water white, light amber,
medinm amber, and dark,—but each of
these colours represents a range of colour
equal to one-fourth of the range from
water white to dark. They also represent
a range of some five or six other qualities
on which they are graded, the outcome of
the whole arrangement giving such diver-
sity of result that no standard of any use
to a business man on the market is arrived
at. The proof of my contention in this
respect is available in the business of the
H.P.A. When it was determined to push
our present system of sales on the local
market, a standard became at once neces-
sary. The classification and grading of
the Department gave no standard, and
therefore was of little use. The only way
to get a uniform standard is to blend to
one colour and flavour, or as nearly so as
possible. This is being done at Auckland,
and the results are proving very satisfae-
tory, thowgh in the south the standard
set is regarded as rather dark. Still the
object aimed at has been gained—the
honey is being sold for forward delivery

land according to standard.

| With regard to Government grading,

{ while T disagree with the schedule adopted

Iﬂﬂ being unnecessarily complicated, I ad-

'mit that the classification by colour is all

i that can be dome—that is, as long as gral-

|i11g of “individual beekeeper’s lots is done;

put I maintain that the system of grading
for the individual will break down; that
as our industry grows it will prove more
and more unsatisfactory, until something
is found to take its place,

After a good deal of consideration,
have come to these conelusions:—

1. That in order to successfully market, it
is necessary to standardise, both in
quality and colour of the honey, and
in package,

1
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2. That the only way in which that cam

be dome is by blending and packing
in a faetory; and

3. That a simplified form of grading deal-
ing with samples from 5 or 10-ton
lots, instead of as at present from
each individual 60 1b. tin, should then
he adopted.

I do not wish to find fault with our pre-
sent system. It has done good work, but
we live in an age of progress, and the
time has come when it must be super-
gseded by something better. We are grow-
ing, and the possibilities that lie before
beekeeping are far greater than most of
us realise. Let me use an illustration
that will make my point of view clearer.
Suppose that some twenty Dairy Com-
panies, turning out an average of 100 tons
of butter, are shipping at one port. It
would meean 2,000 tons of butter, but the
Agricultural Department can arrange the
grading of that amount quite easily. And
such is the confidence in their work that
their grade note becomes the certificate
on which the butter is sold. The grading
is greatly assisted by the faet that there
is very little variation in the quality of the
product. The managers in those 20 fae-
tories are all taught in one school; they
are all working on similar lines. A stan-
dard of quality is easily reached, and the
buyer has come to, know that standard
so well that he buys with the utmost
confidence. But suppose that the 400 or
500 dairy farmers who supply those faec-
tories were to resolve to manufacture at
home, and send their butter te the port
for grading for shipment. What about
t then? Some of it would be as white
§ the milk it was made from; some of
it would' be extreme at the yellow end;
-~ some of it would be streaky; and some
of it would have other qualities. Texture
and flavour, and in some cases aroma,
would come in. Now, how is the grader
going to get a standard out of that lot?
Well, that is just exaetly what our graders
are trying to do for us in honey. Perhaps
you will say, ‘“Yes, but the butter is a
manufactured article, and the faults arve
those of manufacture. Ours is a finished
article. Can we not by a simple process
of sorting out reach a standard?’’ No,
we cannot reach a standard; we may, if
we sort it out sufficiently, reach a dozen
standards, and the variation in each of
the dozen will be its main characteristic.
Suppose to carry our illustration a little
further, that Mr, Ryland had the job in
a co-operative way to sell the butter of
those 500 dairies, how do you think he

would go about it? He woulq haye ]
sorted out into, say, three gradeg .
was received, blend each of the gl'arlez
a butter worker, and then have it gra
for the market. 4

In our fruit industry we are up gg,.f
the game {rouble: we \Yaut standardg )
export. These are, as in honey, fixey}
regulations, and the Government grade
the judge of our success in conformiy,
standard. We find that the indivigy
orchardist, in nine cases out of ten, ¢y
handle his own fruit; he packs it 4
forwards it to the wharf, only t;
it turned down. We are compelled iy
own interest to form companies and y
packing sheds, and have the work g
by expert paclkers who are not persop
interested in the fruit. Then we
an even standard of fruit and pack
the grader passes it as it leaves the g

In dairy produce it is a matter of yy
facture; in fruit it is a question of so
and culling and packing; in honey j
a matter of blending to bring our |ig
amber honeys to one uniform standg
and to do the same for medium and dy
My contention is that blending would
for our honey industry what the factg
system and the packing shed have done f
the dairy and the fruit industries, and t&
we will never get a satisfactory solufi
of our marketing problem until we adg
it. Further, the attempts to standard
by grading alone is costly and unfai
the industry, because it momnopolises {
much of the time of the Department, &
cannot in my opinion succecd. {

The opinion has been expressed that f
faectory handling will add to the cost
the honey. I have not the figures to o
trovert that opinion, but the detail of
expense ineurred under our present syst
Jjudging by the amount of work done
not mueh work is done for nothing tk
days, will probably show that the ©
is very little if any more expensive)
may, when storage is taken into accol
and certainly will when home work
taken into account, prove a great savil
One of the great drawbacks to our pre
system is the hogey of granulation.
have to store our honey at home unfil
granulates. This may be anywhere fid
two to six months; usually the riper !
honey the longer the time,” This deld
coming at the end of a year’s work
produce the honey, makes it a great tetl
tation to try and realise in some ofl
way. Most of us want the return for
year’s work as quickly as possible af

it is produced.

-



_peen Dblamed for agitating in
1 hu\“f {his change before the H.P.A,
"1]\. to carry it out. My plea is
g ""l‘; “forward movement must come
8 rank and file lof beekeepers,
e HW.P.A. nor the Apiaries De-
¢ will be any better than we make
. do they want to be. Neither
i :m‘,',]aopenﬂen’r institutions. Their
the s to feel the pulse of the industry
dtlrd“ the best the:_v can for it. I am
[ oful that both of these institutions
I ome forward—DMr. Ryland for the
4, and Mr. Kirk for the Department—
i1l us what they are prepared to do
lthi, matter. T feel certain that as far
plending is coneerne‘d. Mr. Ryland fully
agnises its value from a marketing
int of view, and that Mr. Kirk will wel-
ne o system that would bring our honey
to line with dairy produce and fruit, and
ke it possible to do satisfactory work in
hading.
agree with Mr. Rentoul, whose work
(hairman of the H.P.A. I fully appre-
te, that we must be ecareful. As we
ke each forward step we must prove it,
it don’t let us be too slow about it. We
now all about the early bird: let us follow
jis example.

you!

b=

Mr, J. Rentoul said the question of fer-
ented honey had engaged the attention
the H.P.A., and they would like to
% the Bacteriological Department take
¢ question up. As to grading, it was
il behind, and the only way out was to
pade in bulk, and that could be done
ily in bulk stores. Blending could bhe
ime only by experts; the H.P.A. was
bing it, and had been fairly sucecessful.
rovided honey was delivered into bulk
ores, all the season’s honey could be
lended so as to get uniform grades of
4ch colonr, and the season’s oufput could
¢ oraded a few days instead of
nths,
Mr. ., T, Ryland said that the H.P.A,
? a business proposition,
gystem, on the
lecided advan-

in

hich wasg purely
il decided that the depot
face, appeared to have ¢

ges over the present gystem: it meant
8aving of time and money, a?l’l ‘1 “"Il;
uent better return to the producer. =.

a Jarge seale at Timaru, Very
I the ]iﬁps indicated by Mr, ..\]lal]l; &1
Alr. Ryland’s) ”];iuiml was T‘r ldl‘ )11
Boula e entirely successful. It m:glxl.

necessary for the 1-(:g'\llllhmmnt)u f;»i
plified; he did not doubt Y‘h(' Afpf;]},‘l
gent would be wi'lli.l:]t; t\(:u-'ll'(ia;‘:i. f(': t}::‘;
3 f ing 1 p. < .
ﬁillvhZ;':la}:}‘r):::;lrj"tﬂ, the H.P.A, had sold,
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P . » experiment
d hee dided to start the e 1
n l-{(’l lll ll ll]ll(‘h |

His | e
“eondition

2 Tk el =l 13
fxtn(}l (%elivered 500,000 1hs
1t had repeat orders in ha

t and for imi
g.laan’uty. _The price received ‘:azlmllar
11 e.r.ably in advance of that previousl
{ntamed, and consequently the
1ook~ed upon the experiment with some
degree of satisfaction, He emphasi |
nfecesmty, N conneetion with the export
tl'ade, 'for provision being made for a
grade lighter in colour than ‘‘white’’; the
T’\few Zealand grade of ¢‘white’” wras’con-
sidered to be ‘‘light amber’’ in certain
overseas markets, which meant in America
that it fetehed 2d. to 214d. less in price
than honey graded as ‘white’’ would
feteh,

My, Campbell said that anything econ-
sidered by the Conference to be of ad-
vantage to the industry, or that went to
maintain standards and rveduce labour and
simplify methods of handling and grad-
ing, would be very readily taken up by
the Department. If they could standardise
methods they would make considerable
progress.

In further discussion, speakers referred
to the favourable experiences they had
had in respect of dealing with honey in
bulk.

On the motion of Mr, Bray, seconded
by Mr. J. C. Gibb, the President was ac-
corded by acclamation a vote of thanks
for his paper.

of hOney, and

«¢PADDLING’’ HONEY: IS IT ANY
GOOD?

Mr, Fred C. Baines read the following
paper :—

I am going to preface my remarks by
making a few quotations from old Jour-
nals,

Tn Augusi, 1914, T gave a deseription of
paddling honey for the elimination of a
coarse grain whilst it is granulating. In
December, 1914, Mr, F. A. Jacobsen gave
an article bearing out my memarks. In
October, 1915, Mr. W. E. Barker says:—
(Last season I gave ‘paddling’ a good
trial, Result: Five cases turned down by
the grader as too soft—a trouble 1 have
never suffered before.’’ In November,
1915, Mr, J. S. Cotterell says:—*‘Honey so
treated by me lost points . , . whilst the
“was not as firm as unstarted
honey:’’ And in the same issue Mr.
Hupliiuﬁ writes:— ¢ Whilst at Matamata I
aecidentally stumbled on a scheme of im-
proving the texture (grain), and also to

'a certain extent the colour of granulating

honey——a simple process, to which no one
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I Myt £ an uneapping can
r o lower part oL weay M
jt";;:? 1?:11 drained from cappings until

in soft

had so far grauulated (th01lgh fltljllhsnon(ll
that ‘if would not run throngh‘n, u;he <crui
g it i an,
ap. There was quite : "
b knowing that by honey

d\ ou jade 8 U )

(§ 3 ft e gh to run
1. WO e e 80 enou L )aleK i
worke it w ell . W ith a WOO(.[P 1 11

ran through the tap- i
strained, I set this
was marketing.
it had become

antil it slowly
having been properly
honey apart fifon\ th%ilh T
gome  time after, wien )
E?m].v granulated, T was su_rpnsed j[(» ﬁ!i?]
the grain or texture of this h.oney ‘m}u.
finer and the colour somewhat lighter than
that extracted from the same combs. Atvter
giving the matter mueh thought, I won-
dered whether the stitring of the honey
had made the difference, and as the last
of the honey had been extracted I had
to wait until the next season hefore con-
ducting conclusive tests. The results of
several tests proved to miy owi satisfae-
{ion that stirring. honey when commene-
ing to granulate does improve Ty

These remarks by experienced bheekeepers
would naturally confuse any one who
really wanted to know whether ‘‘padd-
ling’’ honey was a desirable thing, and
the object of this little paper on the sub-
jeet is to bring about further diseussion
on the matter, as I personally believe in
“paddling’’ for improving the marketable
value of our honey.

T have here a sample of honey as taken
from the tank previously to having 20 Ibs.
of granulated honey stirred into it. This
was extracted in December, 1916, and as
you see is mnot properly granulated yet,
and what granulation there is is wery
coarse and sugary. The specific gravity of
this honey is 1.480, which indicates that
it is well ripened, but for all that it hasn’t
granulated. This other sample ig the same
-hton‘e,\' a_fter treatment, which, you will
notice, is to all appearances a  much
superior honey, with a finer grain, and
ﬂm grader’s remark on the grade note was
a'A] rm;;.’wkah,l;v fine flavowr for a dark
Rf-:l])::in’r;?"ey' Grading, B Grade, with

T’]w sample here is one of my last sea-
son’s crop faken before ‘‘paddiing,’’ and
although extracted in February l:mt is
really not firmly granulated vet = 'l‘h;:
other Lamp]u is taken from the uu.ma tank
uftm.' treatment, and here again vou will
:ul‘n.ut there is an improvement ' in t{m
grain; also the colour is degrees lighter

BEEKE EPERS’

ASSOCIATION oOF N7.

T think youw will alj 4,
light of my experience 31%]1”“ i
of these samples, that T hvn"' p
my case that “Chaddling .
honey. s

There is, however, just thie
that, like many other gooq thh, he
be earried too far. Yoy %‘Imr‘
whilst it is granulating t, ;\r-

€
d("‘a <8

that you will eliminate alj {y, . @4
get it info a condition l'F‘SrAn,ﬁ‘-m'
densed milk, only & bit firmer ,‘F;ng 2
will have a’ silky aPPParam‘.e 1€ 1 ein
3 d]]yj e

never granulate hard and firy

i ; It
gtirring has been carried to ptl,

Xees
honey has been turned, dowy .. :
there have been cases wWhere Hone

;

has been allowed to granulate nat
14 rned di For soft or
has been turned down for soft gryy,

I ean only say that I have D¢
¢¢paddling’’ now for five or six yey,
the only honey I had refused for o
was a small lot that T did not try
I didn’t think it was worth the tn
but the result proved that it woulj
been.

My practice is to save about 30l
honey from the previous
had been treated. This is
kerosene tin, and then filled up
liquid honey from the tank, al
stirred until it is in a liquid g
state. The whole is put into fhe
and stirred for about a quarter o
hour with a paddle made of a D
timber 9 x 3 x 2 inches, with a brom
let in. The honey is kept well &
and allowed to stand three days, ™
will be found to be grauulatin
through. Tt is then stirred ever
until it is in a state of liquid grant
when it is tinned off.

T hope these few remarks will I
a profitable discussion.

The samples shown by Mr. Baines
critically examined by, the membe™
it was generally conceded that the '
vaised in Mr. Baines’ distriet was ¢
improved by stirring.

aud

A Dbrief discussion ensued. %
anks

Baines was accorded a vote of th

BEEKEEPING TN ENGLAN®

Mr. A, R. Bates gave an addrty
ey ! 8 in Eng
‘‘Beekeeping as T Found Tt it © %
in which, he dealt with his e¥ oK
whilst acting as an instructor I ‘qdul‘
ing under the educational schem® L.
by the N.Z, Expeditionary Fore¢ A

The specific gravity of this honey is 1.485

signing of the Armistice.
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i Goning of the Armistice, I|Maior 7
. ihe signing of t . , ajor  Norton, of 2
i fft; \rf-l( :uuf :u:('eptefl the appointment | Dominions, W \201‘9 tl;i r IB)*]SOII iy
ofttt Tin beekeeping under the N.Z, e

& eto .
‘mlt'ltliw"“l"" Force education scheme. 1
epetl .

od at Torquay, giving a short
e wenty leetures and demonstra-
Department procured a fairly
I i set of applianees, charts, &e.,
m]],‘ hive of bees, this being my first
; il{]['ti~,»1t to bees in the Old Country.
mid £5 for the stock: a 10-frame
Jo storey hive; Italian bees. They
‘! wueh more gentle than any I had
' soen: we could handle them without
tection of veils or smoke. T put about
rers’’ through the course, and
1 the other instructers’ efforts,
buld ensure a igood swarm of mew bee-
bepers for New Zealand. I wrote the
boretary of the B.B.K.A., stating the
on, and asked for information
heekeepers in Devonshire we could
sit: also for literature that might be
eful. | received no reply, but was sent
Lcatalogue of beekeepers’ supplies. A
mber of beekeepers I met in England
ince Lad a similar grievance against the
3BX.A., which appears a moribund insti-
tion,
After a good deal of ‘‘fossicking,”” I

usiness all keen on bees and interested
ery much in New Zealand conditions.
everal of them practised migratory bee-
eeping, moving their hives to the Dart-
oor Tills in July for the heather flow.
lhere are thousands of acres of nothing
it leather, producing a dark aromatic
oney, the consistency of our manuka.
ections of this were retailing at 3/6 per 1b.
lhe only apiary of any size T visited in
Uevon was one of 100 colonies at Buek-
5t Abbey yun by the monks, quite as
D to date as anything in New ,Aoa‘land.
leir hives and gear were Root’s manu-
acture, Amongst other items of interest
bere an clectrically driven extractor z}llll
queen inecubator, the latter heing llt‘L'e)?]T
ary (v\\'ing to sudden drops 1n tum].)f*{,ilnhi;tf
Ounictimes experienced. As Tsle of 1gll‘
seage hiad made great im’nads aunAong t !L
fes in the South of 1'*)11[.{1&1141? 111‘(: _mwonlt\b
Tre finding it a better proposition (’>
fisc hees for sale than produce homney.
nuclei were being sold  at
Our party was made very wel:
{ ! Y ver the. apiary and
bme, and shown 0VE gl A
The brother. in charge attribute
e ing disease to keep-
success in combating i ‘
5y . strain of Ttalian bees,
a good hardy stra e
. : «¢Tzal’? about the hives aiver
nd spraying VA 2 hile ot
| § ioht by the hees, hile o
cleanging flight by ; : o8 A
} T .0 parties of prospective
orquay T conducted pi s Atation of
Peelcecpers to Bristol, on

e

et a number of men in a small way of

tertained, and shown the process of pacl-
9 A 7 S :

ing New Zealand honey for the vetail

market, One cannot speak too highly of

tlze care taken of our produce and methods
of handling.

Later on T was transferred to London,
aml was fo_rtunate in being able to make
several visits to beekeepers in Kent. |
was invited to attend a Field Day ' hell
by the Kent Association at Rocliester, a
very pleasant outing. Here again I “was
unable to get in toueh with any commer-
cial apiarists. Tn company with a fruit-
growing party I spent a day at Wye Agri-
cultural College, which ];nrimauril)5 is de-
voted to fruit culture and research worl
on diseases, and has a sideline on beekeep-
ing, just being started with about a dozen
colonies. My next visit of interest was to
Mr. Taylor’s Bee Supply Factory at Luton.
I was particularly interested in his Weed
foundation plant, which was turning out
one and a-half tons weekly, though very
poor quality in comparison with American
and New Zealand makes. Mr. Taylor was
acting as distributor for the Government
of imported supplies, and was storing
1,000,000 sections landed from America.
The Gowvernment has a big re-stocking
scheme on hand, and is importing thou-
sands of stocks of bees from Holland. The
Duteh bees are slightly smaller than our
blacks. They were at first thought to be
immune to disease, but later experience
showed differently. Mr. Taylor had about

50 stocks recently landed, all in straw
skeps, which still exist in considerable

numbers. Beekeepers seem very adverse
to any control by means of Apiaries Aects.

A small party of us made a trip to Kil-
marnock Agricultural College, where the
bee expert, Mr. Tinsley, showed us over
the apiary—60 to 80 colonies. A number
of cadets were being trained similarly to

Ruakura, and a considerable amount of
research work in counnection with bec
diseases was undertaken, Mr, Tinsley

wishied- me to send him samples of ouv
honey, stating sources from which it was
gathered, for analysis, He stated that
foul-brood was no scourge with them, and
they never destroyed a comb because of it,
They de-queened, and allowed the bees
to clean it up. He also had a firm con-
vietion that the germs were never carried
in the honey. In veply to questions, he
stated that he referred to vopy American
foul-brood, Must be milder than ours!

I witnessed a demonstration in handling
bees at Norwich Show, and had a very
interesting chat with the gentleman in
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He had a ni(:e-lookmg
red to present
take home

charge of the bees.
(lnuilko lot of b(\]es, ;md' ofgcﬂ Ay
» with a couple of queens TO o !
:L;th“)lrill(: I th})wght tlllve risk of 11111}(»1111:%
Isle of Wight disease was t00 ‘gr(-u‘t«,‘a,l y
did not aceept. He gave me addresse Sl)l‘:ﬂ
soveral apiarists, including one Wl‘r‘hw‘]._ )
colonies, but unfortunately nml'cbmg
orders did not enable me to make a visit.
Beekeepers in England appear to be
under many disadvantages in comparison
with New Zealand conditions. Apart from
2 more severe climate, which compels them
to use double walled hives, they lack the
organization and co-operation we happily
possess, The ecommercial men appear to
have nothing to do with the B.BK.A., and
there is talk of forming a new Association.
The standard frame adopted in England
is mot altogether satisfactory, being one-
third shorter than the Langstroth, and the
split top-bar is a good home for wax moth
and a nuisance to attach foundation in.

The hives in use appear to lack the sim-
plicity of design mecessary for cheapness
and easy handling, and a number have
various contraptions attached that appear
anything but desirable. The beekeeping
journals print a lot of advertisements for
drugs to cure or prevent bec diseases,
though most prominent beekeepers pro-
nounce them useless, During the war,
owing to sugar shortage, the Government
would not allow any to be used for bee
feed, and numbers of colonies starved out,
Next season they had a lot made up into
candy costing 1/- a pound, medicated with
bacterol and coloured pink. A slip at-
tached pronounced it unfit for human con-
sumption. Probably it was, as there were
n;;m_v complaints of bees fed on it dying
off,

I do not think at present we can learn
great deal from the British beekeepers,
ept what to avoid, but some of the col-
ges devoted to research work should
Pproduce good results. We might with ad-
- vantage have similar institutions in this
country.
Mr. Bates
thanks,

was -accorded a vote of

IMMUNITY FROM DISEASTE.
The President said that Miss Shepherd
had  suggested to him that Conference
might diseuss the question of breeding
queens for immunity from foul-brood, 5

A'brief digeussion ensued, and on the
President’s motion Miss Shepherd was
thanked for her suggestion, and was as-
sured that the Association would assist hor
in every way posgible,

Miss Shepherd said that she y, :
the question tested at experimpn‘t‘}(l I
tions—that it should be takep = ftl
Government apiaries. She felt 'l‘m‘?,t i
that the thing could be done if‘if” §
taken up with determination, gy Wy
not think that private beckeeperg seho

he expected to experiment in the ma,

PARLIAMENTARY ACTION,

Mr. J. MeCombs, M.P. for Lyttelt,,
tended, and briefly addressed the ('rn;f
ence, He suggested that a deputyg
from the Conference should wait g, ;
members of Parliament for (,Yaleer¥)11ry ]
their next meeting. 1

The President thanked M, MeCopg
for attending. 1

C“NEW ZEALAND FLORA IN RELS
TION TO HONEY.”’

Mr. W. E. Barker read the followiy
paper:—
Mr. President,—When the ever-presgy
Mr, Baines urged me to contribute an g
ticle to this Conference on the flora g
New Zealand and its relation to our hong
I, like the ladies, felt I could not res
him; but T am an old man, well stricken
in years, and abominably lazy. I decidel
to compromise, and give a ve-hash of i
former paper read at the Beekeepen
Conference some years ago, which sevenk
of our grey-heads will no doubt recognis
adding thereto a little that may be of i
terest to all honey producers. i

Tt has been said that the native flo
of New Zealand was of very little use
beekeepers, as the flavour of the hone
derived from this source was so pronounéed
as to be in some cases unmarketable. &
would combat this statement: ’tis I
flavour of our native flora that gives @
our honey that ‘‘elick’’ which makes !
lead the world. ““Pure Clover HoneY
i& but a tradesman’s term that has caug!
the publie eye, but not its palate, and ©
most it is am insipid article, and lack
flavour. Tt is on a par with ¢‘Prime (4
terbury Lamb’’ as a good selling nai®
Anyone contemplating setting up :1:*‘!
producer of prime extracted honey shoul]
see that his apiary site is contiguot
an area containing a good pereentagt“\1
our native flora, so that the clover hol®
he produces may have that added flavolt
that the public appreciates,

This studying of the flova of our 1es]
five districts is not sufficiently pract™c
by our apiarvists. A man should so K1C0
the nectar producing ecapabilities of
flora in the distriet his apiary is sitw

s

ited
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work up his bees to be in a
to make full use .ot' the flow as
st along,, for in mo industry is the
M].“-Lmnrv true than to that of the
«Sﬁ‘e"' producer that ‘‘the race is to the
one) )

R to
8
A

b ition

L

. of our flora is undoubtedly very
That from the kowhai, for in.
©" is as bitter as gall, but as it

{10 early in the spring, it serves as

-‘n*’l foed, and is all consumed by extrae.

llt;nl'* That from the fuchsia (Konini),

1 chh should be extensively cultivated and

reS"l""»“] by all beekeepers, as it is. so

/ and quickly grown, gives to our

- that exquisite flavour known on the

ndon market as the ‘‘muscatel’’; and

pose who are situated near the rata know
at a distinetive and pleasing flavour it
sives to the local product. But it is more
fe oeneral admixture of the flora of the
district as a rule which gives to our clover

ponevs their superior flavour.
~ One very puzzling peculiarity of our
mtive flora is the way it is at times

pglected by the bees. "I have aforetime
pentioned how seldom they work the
‘manuka with me. This year the hini-hini
flowered most profusely, scenting the
whole air of an evening with its sweet
\perfume; vet, notwithstanding the lack of
clover blossom, it was totally neglected,
though assailed greedily by other flies.
‘The native vine also flowered in May, and
[though visited by ordinary flies—even
some of the hymenoptera—was unvisited
by the bees, though flowering close to
the apiary. Yet they seemed very busy,
and the only other available supply I
could think of they could prefer was the
Cape-weed, and that was almost con-
Spicuous by its absence. If the vine and
the hini-hini were producing nectar, W]va
Were the bees mnot seeking.it? If thiey
Were not, what was attracting the other
flies? Tn faet, thie bees this season seem
peculiarly contented—what with, I am at
a loss to discover. Perhaps they were,
like the Socialists, as they are said to l.)er,
just diving into one another’s homles, ]]31\t
ing, 8o to spealk, from hand to mout, ‘y.thl‘ “k
Bl joking apart, T am inclined to S ullx
that the true meagon is that thoug] t_:
native flors flowered so profusely, it di
Not to amy extemt secrete mectar Owing
to the lack of guitable atmospherie
: oubtedly greatly in-

changes, which undou 8 o
fluence a good fow, for it Vl[(:ls a {:’Ullt
honey flow all over New Zealand; so whilst
¥ 80, i truly can be said

the ordinary fly, which { 1 4
to live from hand to mnuth;suﬁggllj‘ly)e‘ fhg
fe ﬂom’?de:::u,l}ige went to where the
:&?ﬁlyp!‘-::; more adequate to the energy
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g}’]‘ff’igidé th 115 rather remarkable thyt
& we“g,re _a'mx y of p_lauts, the (’roprasm,t,.
ey «”r‘ presented - our mountainons

icts, the micky-micks of the colonists
S0 conspicuous with thejr varied vu](n&mi
ber.rles‘ are non-nectiverious, depending on
their fructification to Tide Bur‘eas';r {I
other'w‘ord‘s they, like the nuf—trees’ are
agrob19, and hold out as a bribe to the
birds instead their bright drupes, who in
turn disseminate thejr species for them
over the land,

A peculisrity about New Zealand trees
that does not seem to have been much
commented on by apiarists is that manve
of them take two vears to mature their
seeds, during which time they constantly
secrete mectar, which is greedily collected
by the hees both in the spring and
autumn. I mention particularly panax and
lancewood, which hum with contented bees
at these seasons. Being situated near a
pateh of bush, T seldom resort to spring
feeding,

It should be remembered that all trees
are capable of producing honey from either
their leaves or from the combium layer,
or inner bark, given certain atmospheric
changes. This is not honey-dew, such as is
secreted by aphides, but true nectar. I
have known a tree that for years had
been sheltered in a plantation, on its fel-
lows being removed, secrete such a copious
flow from its bark and leaves that it burst
the outer bark and produced more nectar
than the bees from the adjacent apiary
could collect, and a perfeect orgy of
drunken bees and moths ensued at the foot
of that tree. There the stored-up starch
of the tree was suddenly converted into
saccharine by exposure to the sun’s rays.

A still more interesting observation was
that recorded by Mr. Stewart, who found
the bees in the North of Auckland work-
ing the bracken fern, a well-known storer
of starch in its roots, but one that one
would never expect to turnout a producer
of nectar. So that at any time an apiary
gituated near our native flora may derive
an unexpected flow from such sougges. I
have no doubt it was from the irritating
of the bees in search of food at the base
of the patioles that originated in prehis-
torie days and permanently fixed the
nectaries from which the modern bee ob-
tains its main supply, and in the course of
ages greatly accentuated that flow. And
here we beckeepers become the friend of
the farmer. When the farmer milks his cow,
he induces a flow of milk into the lacteal
glands, and that induces the cow to pull
the grass to make good the loss; so, like-
wise, when the bees fossick for nectar,
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they induce a copious flow of the ‘sa’m(‘,],
\\'11{1‘l| induces the roots of the plant 'l"“,‘,,
the leaf alembics to ol:nlmr‘at(: an (T((‘ﬂ]‘;l‘\h
supply of gaccharine, It is ;|.nstl the |< e
nary application of the law of demand 4

i 7 e -slow policy.
cupply unspoilt by the go-8 :
:\lln!nlt whieh Mr. Tarlton Ru}_vmm?t, in
(Money in Bees’' (page 270), falls into a

" error. He says:—‘‘For it must

strange ;
hi:-l u}:nlersrom] that the flowers .f;o(‘rt‘tU
nectar only as an inducement to JI‘IS“QTS
to visit them, and thus carry the 'turhlé‘
pollen from flower to flower. In this way
seeds are made feeund, and the species
multiplied. For instance, a n(-wl. f rung

tree will vield honey very heavily in _the
endeavour to have as much seed as po ble
made fertile in order that the seed may
perpetuated.”” This is surely attributing
immediate reason to plants. What aetually
ocenrs is that the cooling sap supply from
the root system being cut off, the over
heated sap gets turned into saccharine.
This is well seen when an apple tree gets
ring-barked by a hare; it may bear fruit
for two or three years, and each year
the fridit is more and more highly coloured.
Thus also we induce pears to fruit freely—
not because the pear thinks it will no
longer he able to reproduce its species,
but because under ordinary ecircumstances
it produces such a ready flow of sap that
the leaf alembies without its curtailment
cannot transform it into that quantity of
reserve saccharine matter which we desire,
and call pears. Again, at page 246, in
a rather obseure paragraph, when touching
on ““rung’’ trees, he makes the somewhat
amazing remark: ‘‘Possibly honey seereted
under such cirenmstances is 'deficient in
some of the elements necessary for the
maintenance of hee life, that honey from
any plant during normal life should be
detrimental to insects, it is hard to Dhe-
lieve,”’ &e. The contrary is the case; one
can well believe that the large family
of enealypts in their young and vigorous

stage may often secrete a mnectar dele-
ferious to hees, yet that when rangt?

that same nectar may become innocuous,
for the sun’s rays being able to re-work
and ripen the same in the ceolls of the
tree, eliminate in the process the dele
terious substance.  We see  this process
in_our own flora, as in the case of om
vo-called poisoned honey, attributed to
l\";mum-ulua rivularis, and possibly others,
No doubt in the gathering of  that
hl_nl‘(“,\’, s with the eucalypts, a great
diminution of beex may he observed, and
the lllﬂll("\' brought in may poison those who
cat it; but if given time in the
to artificially ripen, the delterious
stance is driven off, Very likely,

hives
suh
I think

=
this may account for the 5
in New Zealand of the

times: the bees become ¢«
if as thoughtful as My,

to think plants ave, they
“CPhanks, no more to-day,
gave me a pain.”’ Tn poing op o
trarywise, how little ming untemd-('w
economy of plant life may g“é”t“
the ease with which we g4 Plar
producing double flowers, -

Dparey
natiye

S50
Ity i

““Pxulting Nature so delights,

So riots in profusion, she

Twice over does her work for glee
A tangled intricacy first she weyy,,
Under and upper growth of hush and.
In rampant wrestle for aseendancy i

The botany of New Zealand as 4
is of a most interesting character,
has run foul of my geological studieq
many points; and these points affet
the bee industry. From a geologicl il
of view, New Zealand is most interes
as being evidently' a relic of un ang
continent, now plunged beneath the (|
of the sea, extending from the Anty
to South America, and also to Norf
Tsland. A great preponderance of
plants are identical with those of Te
del-Fuego—i.e., our birches (or Fy
which by the by is often the beckey
bhane on account of its heing <o ld
to be attacked by aphides which secret

large amount of honey dew—TFuchsia (
corticata), pepper-wood, kowlai, D
leaf, veronica, &o.. This to a geolog

points to a land conneetion at some ¥
date. Then came on apparently a &
change in our climate with its concomitd
fight for existence amongst things IV
and gradual change of foliage to meet!
aame. As the poet, Shelley, beautifl
put it—
““Those wastes of frozen billows that ¥
hurled
everlasting
Poles, y
Where matter dared not vegetate o !!

snowstorms round !

By

But ceaseless frost round the vast ¥
tude;

Bound its broad zone of stillness, ar¢ i

loosed, 1

And fragrant zephyrs there from sp
isles

]‘\Y

Ruffle the placid ocean-deep, thal =
Its broad bright surges to the slof

sand, )
Whose roar is wakened into echol!
sweet, i
To murmur throngh the heaven preath
groves, ol
And melodise with man's blest 1

theve;
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I gerts of immeasurable sand o
ik 0S¢ de :(, collected fervours scarco al- I,fen thee that those v;
e Eiose :;_g( 8 Whose mansion i H;e \l(x\]v](’ﬂﬂ beingg,
o] 2 £ ) g oy sty
sod I’t"“;“ live, a_blade of grass to spring %f.fhe impassive atmm'l‘]:";lf‘ft particle
. pird the shrill ehirp of the green Tﬁ;‘:k‘thfeel and live jli(le ;1:(111
i i b DRI dffactiong srd n frl
ipard’s 10 , 3 T attections andq apty "
3 0]]:(7 on the sultry silentness alone, Rﬂifm}r’lii] Produce the laws, g
o ;w teem with countless rills and shady e e1r Toral state;
O O ds ' : 1€ minutest thyo,
L woods, : 4 . That 5 _ throh
oes ? ik Sty Taintest 3
tage” 5 ] 5 : { i Iy fixed ana Jindispen:all'gmmny
b evidently our lancewcod, which in| As the majestie laws g
s young state is such a characteristic| That rule yon rolling ‘bs, 7
Lture in our bush, having a mid-rib se ) g orbs.
; b that in the early days we used to —Shelley.

o them for hoot-laces, in a warmer
4 had sueh a stout mid-rib to sup-
very hroad leaf, when it had to
» its powers to  exist, it lessened
Jreadth.  But  should the climate
gradually onece more, in the course
f ages, it could onee more vevert, so
g as in its cell-contents it preserved

iy s cmbryological strueture.  The lance-
i is a prolific honey producer, often
T the autumn, and is strictly dioetius—
Ui @ the plants are either male or female.
i @ow, this is another interesting fact that
i Shoints to the great antiquity of New Zea-

and. No other country has so many plants
ither dioetius, or partly so. Now, being
tationary is a distinet handieap to plants
0 the race for life, for when they want
| mate they can’t go in search of one,
nt have to trnst to the wind or to insects
0 bring them that blessing. /Here T may
4y we are up against one of the greatest
g s of the world, which makes it
0 me worth living in—that is, the delibe-
ate hribing by Nature of the higher
Mers to do ifs requests. Here, for in-
funce, we gsee a beautiful red fungus
14s50e collenzoii) protrude its fingers out
If the earth, ~We stoop to pick it,
ud are repelled by its offensive odour.
the hungry blue-hoftle, on the other hand,
itoops, ﬂel'nﬂe.d, on its mid-flight in search
£ carrion, sups of the fetid mass, and so
ulfils Nature’s desire by carrying its con-
taine pollen masses to the noxt_ fungus
hat peeps expectant out of the neighbour-
g s0il.  So with plants of a lugher_ order:
find them also holding out bribes fO
lirds, hees, and other insects to do their
ehests,  Our greatest N("i(’nfisf'ﬁ‘(h‘ﬂ“' back
lefeated hofore these simple Tn:"fs. _A's
rofégsor Bergeson sagely sd ,s": Tnstinet
 nearer to (od than reason.
‘How strange is human p'rith’,' f
I t;‘;\] ;;xl:a] ?]mt those living ‘tll.{ngls,
To whom the fragile l:]uxlv‘“f grass
That s,n'illw‘ﬂl in the morn
And perisheth ere noou,
T an unbounded world;

gllllg ﬁrg(‘)_\tﬂ%e;llz:lei tlherefore, e
o Lo d vtle hom‘e of the honey

y S0 it may have heen iy by-gone
ages, and probably the species Apis Dor.
sata, the giant bee, now of Tndia. But
the same rigorous climate may have
them away to warmer latitudes, their only
representatives heing now the small soli-
tary bee that makes its burrows in the
1‘<_3adside. When I was a hoy many a deli-
cious feast T have had of honey and hee-
bread—and mud—hy inserting a straw in
their holes and extricating the sticky mess.
They, however, ean have done little to-
wards satisfying the natural desires of our
Dioetius plants, so it is interesting to note
that birds stepped in to reap the rewards

expected to

so richly held out to them. (In p ng, T
may mention we have another interesting

case of this in the weeping willow, another
dioetius plant, a native of China, so useful
to us for early spring feed. When the
Pilgrim Fathers touched at St. Helena on
their. way out to New Zealand, they
brought over willow ecuttings from
Napoleon’s tomb; by accident they brought
only the female plant, so every spring we
have the widowed willow weeping for its
mate, and producing thus for us a flow
of mectar.) Thus in the course of ages
a race of honey birds was developed, and
50 we have our beautiful songsters, the
tui and the mako-mako—‘‘Eaters of honey,
honey sweet of song.’”’ TIn faect, if you
look up our early works on hird life, you
will find the latter deseribed as of two
varieties—one having a red head and one
a purple, Closer investigation, however,
showed our ornithologists that this colour-
ing was due to the birds, whilst supping
up the nectar of the flax (Formium Tenax),

getting their heads dyed red by its pnll.en.
and whilst feeding on the fuchsia carrying
away its characteristic purple pollen, For
our scientifie friends are not infallible,
When 1 first went in for beekeeping, T was
greatly puzzled by some purple matevial
my hees were throwing out on the alight-
ing board. 1 sent some to one of our
leading professors, After T had posted it
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T was reading in the bush, when a mak

maka alighted on a fuchsia, and stuek its
hoad in ome of its blossoms. In a flash
came into my mind the thought, ‘‘That 1’5
where my purple material comes from.’’
T collected some, put it under the micro-
seope, together with some from the hives;
thev were identical. Next mail, to my
great amusement, came a letter fr0111 the
professor, saying it was new to hlm_; was,
hie thought, the spore of some kind of
fungus, and he was trying to germinate
it!

It is the inconspicuousness of most of
the native flora that makes us under-rate
its value. The broadleaf, for instance, is
a prolific honey producer, yet I expect few
of you have seen its flower, Pitosporum
eugenoides (or Golden Mapau Tarata of the
Maoris); forgive the big names, but re-
member that most of them are Greek or
Latin names that, to a botanist, contain in
brief some leading characteristic that helps
him to classify them. Thus, Fuchsia excor-
ticata—the fuchsia that sheds its bark;
and in this instance, ‘‘eugeneoides’’ comes
from the same root as our word ‘eugenics,’
for this is a partially dioetius plant—i.e.,
if you find the pistil well developed, you
will find the stamens wanting, or vice
versa: is most conspicuous, and at times
a great honey producer. Panax, or oil-
wood, is another; manuka, many bee-
keepers tell me, is much worked by bees,
but is strietly overlooked by mine. Till
this season T have never seen a bee on a
manuka bush; but after a heavy day’s
rain, followed by sunshine, T was surprised
to find them busily at work on them; then
the hini-hini, or white wood, the kowhai,
the parsonsias, the passiflora, the supple-
jacks, the muhlenbeckias, the hoe-hoe, the
ribbon wood, lyalli, the wild Trishman,
the Spaniard, all the veronicas, likewise

- Myrtis bullata and Carpodetus serrate, the

Puta Puta Weta of the Maoris, (Note
how they too named trees by some leading
characteristic) ‘‘ Puta-puta-weta’’'—i.e., the
tree full of wood-devils (erickets’ holes)—
all add their quota in due season. The
rata, too, though often so coy to open her
lips to the vagrant lover, is not to be
despised when she does blossom out:—

““Flowers that with one scarlet gleam
Cover a hundred leagues, and seem
To set the hills on fire,”’

Then we have the native brambles (Rubus
Australis), better known as bush lawyers,
80 painfully known to us all, indeed, who
otherwise love the bush,

““That vile twine of priek -
Which if it touch you cyfg ,.
Where’er you pass throygy,

bush.”’ gh

The bidabid also, whose clever ’
come attachment to ladies’ pettm u
many of you have experienceq .é‘i'“at:‘
wandered up our beautiful byg, "0 Iy
The yellow clematis, whose ff&éra trag
entices the passing bhee to “sup :t |
the native onion too, or the fielq lily o
be a more true and poetic term, ﬂj‘.v}:
matapo, the currant wood, the senjg,
raioullias, the astelias, the meiny; |
other of our alpine and swamp o,
not be overlooked. Nor must we o
the flowers of our fields—the Jittle y,
clover or trefoil (Trifolium—*forty,
for you I forget the rest) is very prj
likewise the pelargonium and the
geranium each add to the sum tota]
malces our business pay. The cabhag
too (Cardelyne) gives a great vield
second or third year, though it is
blamed for thick honey. Our stately
and totaras too, though giving us
honey, are valuable for their pollen
duction. Fortunate individuals like
Clayton and I no doubt gather
from the beautiful mountain daisies
mesias), whole fields of which beded!
mountain sides. |

lig
1 A

brig,
Tiar a

Lastly, our orchids should not be f
ten, if only to bring before you
ingenious plans to bribe our friendst
bees to pollinate their species. Tak&
instance, corysanthes, a small speo®
which grows in our woods. Darwit¥d
““Thig orchid has part of its labell¥d
lower lip hollowed out into a great !
into which drops of almost pure Wit
from two secreting horns which &
above it; and when the bucket is I |
the water overflows by a spout on V¢
The basal part of the labellum stat}
the bucket, and is itself hollowed ““ru
a sort of chamber with two late™
trances. The most ingenious md!
never have imagined what purpos¢ :1“'
parts serve, Crowds of humble bma{
the flowers of this orehid, not it ™y
suck mnectar, but to gnaw off the
within the chamber above the lmfli‘i
doing which they frequently P4
other into the bucket, aund thel'
being thus wetted they cannot " o/
but are compelled to erawl oUf f
passage forming the spout, of ‘)KU"!
The passage is narrow, so thal “od
first rubs its back against the SUST .4
then on the glands of the polle¥ "
whose viscid contents cling 0 1 of!
thus effecting the cross fertilisati®® |

1w
s
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ssom, should they visit another| 1t 3
ot b}‘;ﬁalnywet with another involuntary | iy thi:elgguitfxl't}ildilhat
501 This Do doubt on a minor secale | limes or basswosds 111]1?
il e with our many and diverse|of Pinus insignis: } ts
es ’q of orchids. Im fact, I know of they gnis; bu

the early Pioneers
t plant -out more
ead of Plantations
I fear if they haq

ey

rietie : N would have ma, : i
Wi r;i“‘,,,Outri\'afncle:‘s. in other varieties|land of plenty Hg:d:w;hllaseeclfeuifgs SVL;Chlg
i . wondertul.”” not wish to 'S Wou
aally WOT O Drepare ourselves for th
ey : 4 whi : at
f'l: adies and _gentlemen, it seems very better land which so surely lies hefore us,
il re should be gathered here | ‘This warlq
‘yliilipble that we should be gathe 18 world is the nurse .
o i 1oy, tor a former citizen gf Christchurch This world is the moghgf Oafna]‘;;g’;”“{:
g cedited with having first 113tr0dueed And the coming of death is g £ .;ei
ag @l into Seitth Canterbury.  The story blow . fearfu
thofles that, heing very much pestered with

Pt a brain unencompassed with nerves
of steel;

Wheu all that we know or feel or see,
Shall pass like an unreal mystery,’’

yehottles and hearing that the house-fly
jusca domestica) drove it away, he went
to Christchureh to procure some, return-
p with '; hottle ::rl'l‘..l'l‘]ns.t “;ashbiu 1:‘fhe “‘The secret things of the dravs ¥
ching days. Arriving at Ashburton, -t ve are there,
fere twenty minues were allowed for Where all but this frame must surely
nch, he sat down to enjoy some. With = E‘ﬁ

s usual kindheartedness, he suddenly re- ongh 1}16 fine-wrought eye and the
mbered his flies; they, too, must have wondrous ear

. B B . . No longer will live to hear and see:

me lunch, but with his usual impulsive- e g 4 e
w, instead of putting the lunch in the ?ll tﬁat 19 great and all that is strange
he let the flies on to the window- n the boundless realm of unending

to forage for themselves. Then change.
me the ery, ‘“All aboard, please!’’ and
certain excited gentleman might have
gen seen frantically endeavouring to re-

‘‘Who telleth a tale of unspeaking death?
Who lifteth the veil of what is to

3 : 1 come?
pture his flies! However, T believe he Who painteth the shadows that are be-
entually managed to capture some, and neath,

5 C:t;:“zgely they s‘_"iﬁl’e ’gf tnﬁixﬁzgnsliifj The W]i(;e winding eaves of the peopled
P Was S0 responsible r > ¥ = tom
L into his district of the Italian bee,| () uniteth the hopes of what shall be
ut which a good story is told. He en- With the fears and the love for that
ired of an apiarist what Italian bees which we see???
i being told one guinea, he ordered a b il .
Een o be sent to him; and, expecting it After a brief discussion Mr,_ Barker was
Come gg in the olden days, he sent|accorded a very hearty vote of thanks.
%W his wool dray for it. On its arrivyl
ik, he had all the family rigged out in
s and pillow-cases to see the new bees| DISCHARGED SOLDIERS AND BEE-
fve.  ‘‘Where are they?’’ says Mr. KEEPING.
I:Iy’, looking into his empty dray. “H]el'e, Mr. E, W. Sage spoke with reference
quoth the ('artel_‘, producing with a o BiASaonith % 5 NOWSDABSN pATREYSON.

i the queen from his pocket. widely quoted, to the eﬁfe{tl rhiml on the
i g e . Tripp has| West Coast of the South sland, hetween
ed]}}\l ‘tljl: ﬂ]lfi 1;111;1(')1111";1(;(?11.M11 1'911'1(1'mbm Reefton and the W‘:l’,ilmn. ,Gl\{}l:w;'{, F\e}:
ha e days established in [ keepers could make £8 per wec | He .\a.r:
1 pot s manytt d his waggonette [ that from what he heard, ',]"\ d‘!‘\nut 5
d)“”““ when up “0', 4 elms, &e., which| ferred to was infested with foul-brood,
ed up with' nut Lreds,. o h‘ and which | and he thought it very unfair that anyone
]amf'd all about in ".l‘;’ l;;-fnjl-(luv to my|should make such statements as those
$ Einco.pans & e (‘r( f(n‘,l tlu)llg‘h quoted. A picture had been painted ..th‘”"
i "H’[Jet'ia]]y ﬂfe fUI'"tlH :Iu not depend | he did not think would be ever realised.
Big partly ‘ll(.)(’t]'us:i ';""'Lii”” but on the | During the past two years between seventy
hees for th“”.‘ tapiiiies “.,r' troubled to|and eighty heekeeping cadets had received
Nd, and therefore .]’,];n‘/.e yet their catkins | instruction at Ruakura, and to these men
Rote nectpr as o brt “J‘l)l‘lllf of pollen in!the statements referred to would appeal as
9duce an i"”)l“'s()<u;'i,1r windg blowing | very encouraging: so it was, if it could
Flicipation of t’l"' h'l.)“(nl‘; red flowers or | be realised, His objection to the state-
on to the i"““)‘m,}“‘-.‘,. will not develop| ments quoted was not with the idea of
tils, which otherwise condemning the cadet system: he objected
o nuts,
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v hardly
air thing
ed sol-

nts because they \\':’
and were qnot .’1‘ ;
cadets and refurn

to the stateme
a fair pieture,
to bring before
diers. §
Sage’s remarks,
Sag e .
to advise men
distriet full of

Mr., Bray endorsed I\.Ir'.
and said it “‘:lﬁ.nﬁt‘. fair
to start beekeeping 1n &
foul-hrood,

My, B. G. Ward saiq that
vears’ experience, and his
Don’t expeet that you are
plain sailing all along the
you won't get it

Mr. J. Murdoch said that he 1I%14] ‘fllt‘,u
invited by the Editor to express his views
on the statements quoted by M. Sage, and
he had done so, Two seasons ago he got
19814 The, of honey per colony; from a
very few hives, he thought 26. He was
1ot a commercial beekeeper, but if a man
could average 200 Ibs. of honey per colony
he would not do so badly. He was pleased
that the matter had been brought up, and
if anvone was to blame for the statements
qunféﬂ by Mr, Sage, he (Mr. Murdoch)
was, and he prepared to take any
censure that Conference might like to pass
on him,

he had ten
advice was:
going to ]1:1\10
line, hecawse

Mr. Sage said he was pleased to have
had the opportunity of hearing Mr. Mur-
doch’s explanation.  The fact that Mr.
Murdoech had been able to get something
like 200 1bs. per hive was no criterion. He
did not think that the paragraph quoted
represented the true position as relating to
the whole Dominion, or to either the South
or North Tsland.

The discussion then dropped, and Con-
ference adjourned.

In the evening a melter demonstration
was given by Mr. C. J. Clayton, whose
machine did very exeellent work, both with
the cappings and with solid comhbs cut out
of the frames. The separator is very in-
genious and effective. :

Mr, Clayton was given a very hearty
ote of thanks for the trouble he had taken

0 give interest to the proceedines
Conference, G s g

Mr, G. Simpson gave a demonstration
of his digposal of cappings hy pressure, the
honey heing removed from tle oapping:q by
being placed in a very strong press similar
to a wax-press, but muech heavier.  The

cappings come out in id q
practically dry. a solid lump ana

. <0
wm;. Simpson’s remarks were followed
A ! great interest, and the thanks of the
members were expresged to him

7 ASSOCTATION OF N,
i e AT

Mr, J. Rentoul gave his systey, ”
control, and as the membery “"’hlx(.q"“.'“
porm:ment l‘em\rjl,' he was e iy
{he system in writing for the Joury,
Mr., Rentoul promised to do,

O
al,

Mr. A. R. Bates gave a systen nf’
tering bees lmw.lwmg practised i, !
naki by prmnln.("nt men, swhieh,
deseribed, is shutting down the heg
six frames by the use of a divisio
They arve kept in this state until the ol
when they ave fed with ahout 14 L
of sugar syrup.  This treatment Totgy
heavy brood rearing in the early “l‘ri
which in Taranaki is undesirable, 44 k
clover flow does mot come on unti] gy
Christmas. 4

My, Bates made it clear that lie wag,
advocating this system for the who,
New Zealand, but simply putting fortpy
information for the general inferest

Mr. W. B. Bray gave an instruetivegy
(ress on the use of escape beards, ang
successful use of them on hives wihy
queen excluders,

D
S ong
1-hogy

The meeting adjourned at 10 p.n,

SECOND DAY—THURSDAY, 10th

The Conference resumed on Thuslag
10th June, at 10 a.m.

APTARY BOUNDARIES.

A paper on ‘‘Apiary Boundaries, |
Mr. R. H. Nelson, was read hy Mr 4
Treland, who apologised for Mr. Nelson
absence, due to his apiary having be
destroyed by fire. The paper was as
lows:—- :

At the last Conference the conscnsus
opinion amongst beekeepers pres 3
that something in the way of apiary $
control should be tackled by the Natiol
otherwise Mr, Ireland’s motion WU
never have been carried. Minutes of [
vious Conference will show that this
correct,

T had heard it stated often by b
keepers that an apiarist had a moral 125
to his location, hee flight taken as U
mile and a-half round his apiary. 100
tain the opinions of beekeepers on &t
important subject, T determined fo eirt®
larise the most prominent heekeepers
world over,

[Cirenlar.]
HSir—Would you kindly give me ¥
opinion on the following questions:—

o

1. Has an apiavist, who is running @ 0
mercial apiary, a moral right 0
location—that is, bee flight take® "
114 miles from said apiary?




N — i
'1|&“'?1r you ”’i”k ]fl‘ n](n:{,l]?';v rg t for ﬂll‘{'
to, ot ‘.“nm]grvl{ll nplcn.lft to dump an
to ! : “'i,”.\. within three miles, two miles,
o e mile from an  established
‘ Mwi(l ry H 3
o Do you chject to having your opinion—
Tar E published in the N.Z, Beekeepers»
Alxl.' T‘(:Ul']l”ll or (h) Quoted t'rorm the pﬂblic
S o ;,m,f.,rm at Beekeepers’ Conference?
'v”oa . 1is subject is rapidly becoming of vital
]“I'ri pm'fi'“"" to fhe beekeepers of New Zea-
1'(n) Il g T am asking as a favour the opinion
tay, the most prominent beekeepers all over
Dringllly world.
;bth The people chiosen were, I should imagine
Ui representative bee farmers of their 1~ej
. beotive .;mplfﬁ(;?:, an'd their opinions were
'”lt fates, The A. I. Root Co., Dadant & Sons,
| d Dr. Miller, of Marengo; Canada, Mr,
: L. Byer, of Markham, Ontario: Mr, Hol.
ve giflrman ;. England, Mr. Herrod Hempsall;
1l thustralia, Major Shallard; New Zealand
ithy @y, James Allan and My, T, Hopkins. As
p answers to these. questions are here
id can be read, T need not quote them,
It Miller was very ill at the time my
renlar reached Marengo, hence his silence,
UNE M . Isaac Hopking has net answered at all.
slay, @ Mr. T. Allan, President of the National,
 the.only one who answers the first ques.
on in the negative. The second question
ou will see he has side-stepped. Mr. Allan
" WATIS us in his reply that he has been bee-
. A@ECDIng for 36 years, &c. The Dadants
jon lave heen beelkeeping for three generations, |
heel DA they have no difficulty in answering.
fol: 'hfdrt‘ is 2 manly ring in Mr, Byers’ reply
hmh is foreign to the puerile arguments
fY the hee pirate. T quote him:—*¢Self-
vy ect and self-interest prevent us from
it 1“2' 50,  Lack of the ﬁrsf quahﬁ‘ca?lon‘
il oul prevent me from l'ookmg my 1.1’e1gh~
Ll e heekeeper straight in the face.’
pre I M, Pregident and gentlemen, it was with
; [ keen sense of responsibility and a desire
0 do well, to frame some measure that
BPould congrol the unserupulous person and
¢ Jive even-handed justice and right to every
o ee-farmer in New Zealand, that was the
ﬂt‘v- preme degire of your Committee when
ey et in Wellington. '
o' Your Committee, since the publication of
e six clauses that were then drafted,
feve, instead of receiving cut'mtlurmve mlld
iendly eriticism, been S."mecmd, f;obt(,m
iffost idiotic ravings that it bas ever been
Iy had luclk to read. Tt rea y mat en-:
little to anyone whether the Bg;n;‘ﬂt :ni%aniﬁ
"Bother olauges are put on the § '-'l ute .Aonc
i, i G the said elauses cover the ground
gas v state that the

broperly. T venture to
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him
prominent members say that we don’t re-
quire !

evidently cannot see straight.

1920,

Baines’ ty, cl
Mr, T, W, Kirk
will exp]

auses dq not
3 will he
41 why he

: As 1o doubt
Present, he
tter thay 1 (z?n:“;u“l;:‘-”m
My, Prﬂsi‘lent,
that it would have been
Iea.\“tr one of yony (‘rﬁnhli
the Executive me
explained tq
what thoge g
could not he
the Beekeeper,
}r']mn ?ffger the Executive
16 deficiences in the Baines’ £
whm} I 'frmnd that Ml'}.gil’l.:f;(-st;“n()r“uilflnwsv
liuhhoatmu; and he tells My, SIflé;III:V mg
[‘P‘AV\'H.nlllhl (Journal April 151‘)' ‘V"'l.‘l(')q
matter is still open,’’ ; 4

may I suggest v
advisable thaf
¢ ttee had atten,
eting in W '
you and the g
X clauseg meant,
done through the

s’ Journal,

on
at
led
ellington ang
Xecutive just
It evidently
1 columns of

It was my inten.
meeting to explaip

The longest way round se
sh.ort(-\st way home here, Tf o
mittee. had attended the
g, or the Journal been open for a free
and open diseussion of the whole positinu‘
it may have saved some time and bother at
this Conference.

ems to be the
1e of your Com-
Executive meet-

Mr. President and gentlemen, from cor-
respondence that T have received sinee this
discussion was commenced in the Journal,
I am convinced more than ever that legis-
lation is necessary in New Zealand to con-
trol apiary sites. Foul-brood is the hogey
or herring just at present. What does
this read like?

Re foul-brood, a beekeeper, not 1,000
miles from Christehurch, approached me.
““T hear you have had some people dump-
ing bees close to you, Bob. Ts that so? T
answered that it was so upon two occasions,
‘““Well, I’d have fixed them,’’ said he.
““I’d have given them a dose of foul-brood;
that would have settled them.’” And he

meant it.. He seemed to reason it out

thus:—-If this fellow is going to put me
out of this location, T am justified in tal-
ing whatever measures I think fit to put

out also. Just so, and some of our

legislation to control people who

Now, as your Committee have done their
luty to the National to the best of their

ability, and their efforts have heen re-
ceived by the heads of this Association
with contempt and scorn, T can go no fur-
ther, for the present, at anyrate,

In conelusion, T would take off my hat

to Mr, T. W, Kirk, a gentleman in the
fullest sense of the term, whose unfailing
courtegy to all has been a wonder to us.

R. H, NELSON,
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My, Allan’s Reply.
I have been i

rour questions. |
: ve rigen 1o

j vears, and ha
‘of l';‘w's'ulnn{‘, of the NJ‘I,-
have got me beat. To
T would say, No.
where there are

*1 have Y
hoekeeper for 3¢
the high position
{ional, but you 3
answer shortly to the firat,
places in Kuropo

There are ) '
1.000 colonies per square mile. (I have
Yo that this is so in parts of Holland.)

read y ‘
Now, vour radiug of one mile and a-half
] i

might easily in some digtriets Nup']mrt_. mmi'o
than 1,000 colonies, m;ul you might on',y
wish to keep ten colonies. Would you re-
fuse to let others who held the freehold
of perhaps more than half of il keep bees
also? The thing is monstrous. With re-
gard to your gecond quur}t‘.iun, you W()ll‘h]
require to give more particulars as to dig-
triet before I could answer. Ag T have
all along #aid, [ do not like monopoly in
heekeeping, so muceh 8o that 1 would prefer
to sit very tight on the man with out-
My opinions are well kknown,

apiaries. v ,
can use them as you like.’

but yon
A. T, Root Company’s Reply,
¢We have received a carbon copy of

vour letter of August, 1919, asgking cer

questions on the matter of one bheekeeper

Joeating an apiary near the hees belonging
| to another. As you evidently have copies
E of your questions, we are answering them

hy mumbers.

No, 1.—If an apiarist has been in the
eld for a year or more, or hefore anyone
Ise discovered it, he has a moral but not
legal right, in this country to a loeation
ithin a mile and a-half to two miles of
" his apiary. The range of bee flights vary
in different localities. On level land, where
the ground is covered with shrubbery or
trees, hees will not fly as far as they will
upon nalke 1 land, or npon high gronnd where
hees can fly across a valley or a body of
water. In such cases they will go some-
times three or five miles, but on level
land they will rarely go beyond a mile
and a-half, providing it is covered with
trees or shrubbery,

No. 2—~Two miles would be safer, and
Ahree miles better yet, One mile would he
altogether too elose, Ordinarily we should
say that other hee-yards should not he
located closer than three miles. This would
give a yange for the hees of both yards of
a mile and a-half, ;

No, 3.—You are at liberty to use our
opinion in any way you see fit,’’
Mr, Byer’s Reply,
“Your letter to hand this am, Your
queries ve the morval vight of a commereial
Weekeeper to hig  loeation (acquired by

priorvity vights, | presum,

to my mind some problemy ”'" #y
cult to solve. We are "“"ln’f.'-‘.:m’ H
keepers, I suppose, ag wo 1|(tl,|.“‘|”"|“
together on the bees for oyy ]‘”,'i”'
wo have bees in out-yardg in {4,
counties in Ontario, naturaljy
what it means to have otheyy
near our ynr«(‘ﬂ. Ag to OUr opip;
this phase of the question, | wu::;‘”’,'
say we would not think of I'I:H'in:I’
near an established apiary— ‘K;‘”'lﬁ}‘ba
and gelf-interest prevent us from 4 :’l’{
Laclk of the first qualification w«»nixlm
vent me looking my neighbour b,
straight in the face; and gecondly ‘nn" "
would suffer as well, ag overstocking ,,l,M,I
legs returng from capital invested i, |,
But some intricate questions comg “;.
this line of ‘“moral rights’’ that | .y
are hard for me to solve. For ingtype.
I establish an apiary in a locality
there are few or no other bees. A 1y,
who has lived there and owned Jyy
that place for many years gets a o
or two. IHe becomes more infercsted
hees (possibly from seeing results we
getting), and he gradually increase
knowledge of bees, and his eolonics asw
till finally he has a large apiary, aud
location is overstocked. This is nof fifi
ag it has happened more than once T
farmer was there long before my hees v
there, Have T a moral right fo ﬁaya
should not have inereased his bees on
own holding of land, while I have bd
renting a plot only large enongh toaci
modate our bees? But in so far asfl
principles of the questions are concer?

=rd

i
‘hmm ‘
) iy

dm"n
We

i
B Placg

speaking in a general way as betvd
commercial heekeepers, there can he o
one angwer, and from what 1 have said |
the question you can easily see o7
wonld answer it.

You are at liberty to use what | i

said in any way you may see fit, and 1
desired to further amplify any staten®
I have made, T would simply say that t
Golden Rule is a mighty fine {hing for
mereial beekeepers to follow in their ¢
ings one with another: it will preven! ot
stocking, bad feeling, and a host of of?
ills incidental to humans better thil “i
other thing T can think of-—verily & L
versal panacea,

our be

Jways =
ontd!

a4

While we ave busily getting
ready for a severe winter—we 2
n severe winter here—you, on the ¢
[ suppose, are getting ready for
of honey: quite a contrast.

s ont ¢
With fraternal greetings from on i
other side of the earth,”’
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Hempsall’s Reply.

W Herrod ! ol
Mo M Hempsall (British Bee

p .W- Herrod

A answers as follows:—*‘Question
mal) S"'“»"’v hee flight two miles from
L 5! No. i 0,2’

o

M’ﬂjnr Shallard ‘B Reply'

N.8.W., Australia, re.
¢¢No. 1. Absolute moral
5 = hich was and is sernpulously ob-
V1 hy all old beemen. At the same
BT o sites must be fully stoeked,
,’"ebwnmn has any right to trespass upon
1 and should mnot go closer than

2jor Shallard,
as follows:—

9
=

Mr, C. P. Dadant’s Reply.

Mr, C. P. Dadant (Ameriean Bee Jour-
) replies —“Question No. 1. I believe
 has. 2. Not short of three miles, unless
e apiary is small and does not cover the
eld. 3. Not the least objection.’’

The diseussion, in its early stages, dealt
ith the moral right of the owner of land
start keeping bees, despite the faet that
apiary existed within a mile and a-half.
The President, who upheld the land-
wner’s moral right, referred to the Eden-
dale district, where, originally, the land
ras sour.  The farmers limed the land,
ith the result that it grew clover the like
f which was not grown elsewhere in the
ominion, In Holland he was told that
imilar conntry eould carry 1,000 hives to
he sqnare mile.

Mr, Treland said that he eould not under-
tand why the President held divergent
’\"]'eWS from those expressed by the prin-
{tipal beekeepers of the world.
[ i L. Trwin said that though his Branch
Wis in favour of Mr. Baines’ proposals,
lbe himself had a great deal of sympathy
With Mr, Nelson; but the Nelson party had
been unfortunate in its advocates. He
thought that legislation might be passed
fo prevent ¢ Aumping.’’ ¢

Mr. Sage was of opinion that the owner
Bf an established apI;B»Ty had no right to
phject to a newcomer starting an apiary
i the same distriet.

Mr, Ward, quoting
by Mr, Byer in a letter
Umught that the application O

ule would solve the‘problenll-i
ot think that legislation WO

W opinion expressel
" pon the subject,
f the Golden
He did
do much

2ood "
1 r. Bray, to test the feeling of the Con-

ence, mov e(d : That (fonference prooee]
er 1%

i He thought that
to ¢ business. ) 3
”’“ﬁtr}:l(;tzeerx tundm diseussion was impossible

of golution by legislation.
L]

Me. - P. Martin | secong
which was ﬂgme:lntnscconded the motion,

 The President then su

ing remit from the Tixecutiy

L : “Xecutive on the sub-

Ject of apiary houndaries:—. s

““We as an Executiv
solution of this q

briitted the follow-

.%i 3,2151'09 that the

it Utteulty as put for-

ward by Mr, F. C. Bainespin the
National Beekeepers’  Association
Journal fo'r December, 1919, is the
best yet given, and we suggest that
the Nutional Association in Confer-
ence assembled should pass resolu-
tions to have these clanses embodied
in the Apiaries Act:—

‘“Clause 1.—The owner of ten hives or
more ean beconie g licensed commer-
cial apiarist within the meaning of
the Act if he so desires, on payment
of 2/6 per annum, !

¢“Clause 2.—No person shall be allowed
to start or establish an apiary on
any land other than his own resi-
dential property, either leasehold or
freehold, without the consent of the
Apiaries Division of the Department
of Agriculture.’’
He explained that these clauses were only
rough drafts; if agreed to, they would be
properly drafted to give effect to the prin-
ciples thev embodied. !

Mr. Baines said that, as they knew, he
had been against legislation all along.
Considering every phase of the question, it
seemed impossible to solve it that way. He
recognised, however, that it was ‘‘jolly
hard luek’’ for a man who had established
an apiary to have another start in his
vieinity. Hé& Tead an article on the subject
under discussion from the December (1919)
issue of the Journakl,

Mr. Treland said he had no objection
to Clause 1. TUnder Clause 2 he would be
prevented from keeping bees, as he did
not reside on his apiary site,

Tt was explained that the clause would
not be retrospective in its operation.

Mr. Bray moved: ‘‘That Conference
proceed to the next business.”” He said
that there was plenty of room for every-
body in the country, and there were many
untapped sources of honey.

Mr. Irwin seconded the motion.

Mr. E. Simpson moved: ‘‘That
Apiaries Act be amended by
Clauses 1 and 2 as above,”’

Mr,

Mr, Bray’s motion was negatived on a
show of hands,

the
including

Ireland seconded,
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|
Mr. Simpson’s motion was agreed to.

The President said that Mr. Campbell
informed him that if the Department ap-
proved of the clauses when they were
submitted, they would be drafted so as o
sive effect to thie intentions of Clonference.

By acclamation a vote of thanks was
aecorded the Committee which had served
on the question of apiary boundaries.

A vote of sympathy was accorded Mll’
Nelson in respect to the destruction of his
apiary.

My, TIreland briefly ackuowledged the
vote of thanks to the Committee.

PREVALENCE OF FOUL-BROOD.

Mr. R. W. Brickell brought up the ques-
tion of the control of foul-brood and the
proper administration of the Aet, and
<tated that a self-appointed Committee had
gone into the matter, and would submit a
resolution on the subject. With permission
he called upon delegates from different
parts of the Dominion to give their ex-
periences regarding foul-brood.

Mr, L. Trwin said that foul-brood was
still to be found in every cormer of South-
land: he did not know a commercial bee-
keeper who did ngt have foul-brood close
10 him. :

My Watt (Mataura) sajd the disease was
in his district to a good extent.

Mr. J. Murdoch said that the southern
part of Westland was pretty free; the
northern part was still bad in parts.

My. A, H, Davies (Hamilron) said that
he had been a loeal inspector. Foul-brood
was to be found all round the Wailkato.

Mr. Simpsgon (South Canterbury) said
that he was also a loeal inspector. When
he first went to the district the disease
was rampant in every hive in the district;
it wan still very bad.

Mr. Johngton
had the disease

(Rangiora) said that he
in his district.

Mr. Bray said that some parts of Banks
Peninsula were clean; other parts required
cleaning up.

My, A, R, Bates (Kaponga) said that
hig distriet was getting cleaned up to a
great extent, The disease was not nearly
£0 bad as it had been,

My, Shepherd (Hastings) said that foul-
brood was very, very bad, and had always
been bad, MHe emphasised the necessity
for the inspector’s first visit being followed
up,

Mr, 3
wag in existence in the 1Vf0tun{:t fm"]'hrh ]
Mr. s
years ago when Mr, Earp
the distriet, it was
find a clean colony; there Wag
tively none now.
Mr,
the past five years his apiay
entirely free from the disenge- the
applied to his neighbours, : )
At a later stage in the ‘
Brickell moved, Mr. Clark secoyde) 8
it was unanimously agreed— e
‘At a largely attended Conferepg,

Eeo

Martin (Nelson) saiq th

Q3
Goodman (Otago) o “S'rrmt

ent ¢
mpossihla s
n [y =

almost

Treland (Ellesmere) sqiq that
(]

Y haq

Uty

proceedin g,

bheekeepers of the Dominioy, Te
sentative men stated in no unr«er
terms that, of their own kuy,
and personal experience, the Apin
Aet as at present administereq |
not accomplished the primarv objs
for which it was placed oy
Statute Book. It is ecertain g
foul-brood—the scourge which ¢
the beekeeping industry thousyg
of pounds in an attempt to comy
it—is rapidly on the increase,
in a large measure to understafy
of the Department which has toal
minister the Aet. The annual I
in capital and produection due tofl
ravages of the disease 1uus i
many thonsands of pounds. T
Conference submits that in view
the necessity for inereased pro
tion, the loss mentioned 1i§
national one, and all reasonad
means must be taken immeliate
to stop the loss. We submif—liig
more, we demand as a right—t¥

all the provisions of the Apiaviesd
shall be immediately put in 0%
that a Chief Apiaries Instructor’
appointed, whose duties shall ‘j"
see that the Act is carried out. |
a sufficient number of field ofi€
shall he appointed to assist M
carrying out his duties; that the 1
duties of these field officers -",’“‘l ‘
the elimination of disease 11
district to which they are :\I’I""”ft
That a copy of the foregoind sth
ment and resolution he placed
deputation, consisting of the
dent, Secretary, and others, U0
the Hon. the Prime Ministet o
that a copy with a un\'ol‘i"..ﬂ,(l i
be sent to every member of I

ment,

hl\fﬂ

0
able
Shonld the Government be H”tl'unf‘
grant the requests herein conts
the National Executive &



il
goard of Directors of the HP A, ae
pereby appointed a Committee to
take sueh steps as may be necessary
to have the Apiaries Division of the
],{Hl,ﬁculfurql.T.)epartme‘nt created g
cparate division under ity own
Director. ol

GRADING REGULATIONS,

Mr. (. . Ryland brought u
f the (‘ommittee to whieh m
L orading were 1‘§fel'red.
e matter was diseussed in conference
ith Mr. Campbell and the three Govern-
bent Toney graders, and it was realised by
gl that some alterations or additions were
equired to the system of grading to enable
to become a little more elastic to meeg
continually changing conditions by
yorld-wide commerce. Other than that
pothing very drastic was necessary. They
ame to the conclusion that the gradin;g
of honey and inspection for toul-brooa
ere cqually necessary, and equally essen-
izl for the development of the honey in-
ostry of the Dominion, It was imp‘oi’tant
grading should be done promptly, and
hat inspection for foul-brcod should be
Gone all the while. It was recommended
that “‘water-white’’ should be added to
the crading classes, and the Department
e asked to adjust the regulations aceord-
ingly; that with regard to coping with
oul-hrood, further inspectors should be
rm‘i(]m] by the Department for inspection
Prposes; that graders’ duties be -adjusted
0 enable all honey received to be graded
Promptly after receipt at grading stores.
| Mr. Camphell said that the Committee
ad o very useful discussion, covering much
that 1 recommendations did not fully
f0ver. The sum total of the whole busi-
U85 was that the beekeepers, the National
“A880ciation, and the Department should get
t0gether on every oceasion, with ,t'he MESW
Ut removing any ancomalies that might exist
in (-m,“p(:“:m with the work being 4':1_".1(-4
By, and of placing matters on a .sanshf"'-
OTY hagsis in the interests nl‘_H}U industry.
he ""J»al'tnwut was quite willing, so long
45 the industry was H:lfn'g’n;nwvlwl, to meet
by pr a] so long as 1t did not lower
Y Proposal so long a9 1% he Dast
the standards built up in the pa
(Am»]uuse.)
On the motion of the Pr

- 7 e i he ].‘.l),,” Wis
Y Mr, Jacobsen, t sorded H.u'

P the report
atters relating
He stated that

esident, seconded
adopted

ind o vote of thanks was ac
Committee. {
3 UEE OF EXCLUDERS,

SE

A L : “]»t'l'“"l a discussion J‘ng’ﬂl‘llillg‘
1 ‘]1'1 [)‘]“':;,;,.k in the apiary by reading
echnica

4 paper on
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“QUE\EN EXCLUD,
K UDE’RS: I A Qi I
A NUISANCR S ASSET Ok

Those of
ﬁDeeer(:}ierOfIgloflil Y“V;h]? fooke the Journal iy
y 1916, 1 .
by Mr, R, Gibb, of Mepgjor DT A0 article

€nzies Ferry, on how
S of honey " fy
icle he made the fol-
Now, T kuow T shal
i up
that T hay
St od-nest where queen excluders
9 10(,, and as T run the whole season
zsl 1 three or four Swarms, and some. gez.
ons none gt all,_ the man who says they
enepmage‘ Swarming does not knoyw what
he is talking about,’’

As _Mr, Lenz, with w
experience in bwﬂekeeping, and who at that
time wasg ‘r.he largest and most suecessful
b‘faekveeper in the country, could not work
his bees successtully with them, and my
one and only attempt with their use was
a miserable failure, I felt thic statement
was rather a sweeping one, and wrote the
Journal on my experiences,

Mz, Gibh replied fully, giving his methol
of working, and after summing up said:—
‘‘No, the trouble is that you mnorthern
men’s education in the use of excluders
has been sadly neglected.”’

At the time that was written, T thought
we could very well neglect the tuition; but
at this time I am ineclined to think there
was a great deal of truth in it.

he Secured
¢olonieg,

lowing gtq
rub somebody’s hajy
when T gtate’
a blocked hro

the Wrong way
€ never yet foung

hom T first gained

Although I did not make a successful
use of queen excluders, T always felt, when
taking off honey, how very much nicer it
would be if the supers contained combs
of honey only, instead of having brood
seatteved about them, often into (he second
and sometimes the third super; and know-
ing that others were enjoying this hmm_.l)_\'
the use of excluders, T set ahout educating
myself to their use by putting them on
a few hives three seasons ago. That hap-

pened to be a very peculiar seasom, as
there was very little honey about, but
the condition of the hives with the ex-
cluders on indicated that it was easily

possible to use them to advantage proy il.l(‘il
one was careful to judge when the hive
was ready for the division by the cxrh‘uirr.
Last vear I again used them successtully
on ;ll;uut twenty-five hives, but the '.‘N‘
demice coming along just at the l!llslf‘\r
time in the apiary, T was not able to give
the necessary attention, and the nwu.lH
were not so good as they would otherwise
have been,

During the season just ended, 1 used ex-

¢luders on every hive, and although it was
not a good season, as we did nol have the
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H
rain in four mon'ths,
exelnder 18 @
14 perhaps be
tline of my

equivalent to 12 hours’
T am convineed the queen
very valuable asset. It wou
of interest to give a rough ou
work last year.

ection was during the first
week in August, when I.found the bees
had wintered wall. Colonies showing poo(li'
queens were marked and re—queenexc}, anr
by assisting the wealker from the stlongel,
by the middle of October they were all
in an average good copd;ition, with a fair
flow of honey coming in,

My first insp

On 24th Oectober I clipped the queens
wings, and worked the hives on the De-
mavee plan by placing three frames of
brood and queen in the brood.-chvamber,
filling up with empty combs. placing on ex-
cluder, then super of empty combs, and on
top of these the combs taken from the brood
chamber. T do not think it advisable to
place the queen below with only one frame
of brood. T have found in some cases
the bees have neglected the old queen
and put all their emergies in the upper
super raising queen cells,

From this manipulation till T had ex-
iracted in February I did not once again
look into the hrood chamber; neither did
I have one swarm the whole season.

Now, the chief advantage in using ex-
cluders is when you come to extracting
time, and can thus use escape-boards, with
a surety that your supers will be cleaved
of bees. T am inelined to think that this
advantage alone is worth taking whatever
risk there is in using excluders. T have 24
escape-boards, and to put these on over-
night entails about three-quarters of an
hour’s work., The convenience next morn-

ing of just removing the cover snd placing |

the super of honey on vour barrow is
very great indeed; apart from the saving
of time, there are the great ;ul\'an\tageé
of the bees all out of the way, and no
- smoke necessary, therehy eliminating the
c¢hance of tainted cappings; the absence
of the possibility of killing or at least
injuring the queen; and the very great
comfort of having practically no bees in
the extracting room, 2

: [ reckon it used to take me at least
five minutes at every hivie under the old
system, and one was busy with the smoke
and brush the whole time; and even so
a great number of hees were still on the
combs, a certain number were crushed or
daubed with honey, and each frame had
to be treated separately, entailing a great
deal of labour and lifting, Now, a lift

NATIONAL BEEKBEPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF Ny,

with the hive tool and tpq ol 3
use the screen wire esea'pg.f} $ dog,
out of the screens useq ffn: Jtoard",'n
live bee-hives. ranspg,

When the extracting wag .,
made an examination of ty, h:

T T
bers, and found in every ease

00(.q

of the combs being blockeq w}'li:;‘{lmst
there was evidence that ma('ﬁ(‘alilon

whole of the combs had heey in
brood-rearing only, and there Wwas
little honey in them to winte, ¢
unless we had an autumn floy,

suppose, to the dryness of the ey
was -practically no honey at g];
and it was necessary to retain all t}, .
combs of honey contained iy tha
supers for feeding., Therefore, T am.b
to say that my experience thig Year j
accordance with the statements myg,
those who have championed the yg
excluders—that the use of them o,
mean honey-blocked brood-chambers,

Use
fap
che '
Dwi,
son,
this fil

\ There are many experienced heeckegs
-who do not look kindly on the gener;
of this much-diseussed appliance. hut g
they will admit the great utility of fi
for raising queen-cells, as the best pos
results are obtained when a set of gl
are placed above a strong ecolony,

You will judge from my remarks tisi}
do not pose as an experienced user of &
appliance, but have read this paper ]
to open the discussion. There are Mes
Rentoul, Ward, and others who have I¥
using this appliance for years, and [ 14
my few comments will prompt them fo &
us all the benefit of their experience.

My opinion to-day is that queet |
cluders are a great asset to the beekeep

An interesting discussion follm\'cd'd
majority of the speakers testifying
usefulness of excluders, Mr. Rentolh
instance, saying: ‘‘If I could not ™
cluders, T would give up the busines ~
gether.”” Messrs. Ward, Clayton, '?:“,

L v effedl
sen, and others spoke to similar effe

Mr. Sage said that he had used ““.\»:
cluder, but eventually found that h¢ “be
do much better without it. When & |
keeper got into business in a big W&
excluder was just one thing MO
handle, and the sooner he got rid of 1¥
hetter,

ul
Mr. Bray said that he manage! §
well without it.
4
. 01
A hearty vote of thanks was ace?
Mr, Baines,
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Y= i
INE 1 read the following paper:

7 Rentou v
7"”0\, &y PRODUCTION INDUSTRY,
! sh shortl

v to make a few remarks
production industry, prin-

the t'(‘f‘i,‘(;‘mpare the treatment meted
”'v't by the Government as compared
”?h]o way other industries ave treated.

the ﬂl‘ v vear representatives of the Gov-
tfo ‘E],‘,:nlt and heads of thie Department visit
" Conference, and quote figures showing

JTOZTCSS of the industry, and pass com-
Jentary remarks .generally on the sub-
: but that the industry progresses is
Girelv due to those engaged therein. Not
v i¢ the industry not nursed and pam-
ol as come of the other producing in-
tries are, but in some respects it is
The figures that I will quote
r will show you that it is the
iv form of production that is not as-
sted by concessions, but is, on thie other
pd, as I have said, hampered by ex-
ssive charges, nmot to mention neglect;
d why this should be so is difficult to
aderstand.  The industry of heney produe-
on performs a dual benefit, and should
eally rank as of considerable importanece.
produces a valuable food product that
8 otherwise going to waste—a product
tat can  and should to a considerable
egree replace sugar, which must be im-
orted.  And in this connection it would
uly be vreasonable to expect that the
overnment would assist in popularising
le use of honey, It is the ideal sweet
children, and its use in confectionery,
instance, in the place of such stuff as
icose would he a decided benefit to the
“lth of the rising generation,

let, the industry is directly beneficial in
Iproving the pagtures of the country. The
tilisation of elover is an .unpnrtz_lnt
atter in general farming, both improving
le pastures and at the same time benefit-
g the goil. So much is this the case
4t the more intelligent among the far-
lers 1ot only welcome the (',Htab]lﬂhlmf’l.lf
I apiaries in their ,mighbuurlmml, but hln
e cagey will assist the heekeeper By
iying part of the cost.
I think it will be admitted ﬂl_ﬂf. ﬂ’l‘f'
dustry hag ex‘.epfi“na] ('lalllll:l for, .1:_
a5t, fair treatment, if not fmlm:»nm .‘;.
bose. ¢onoessions which have t;«si "A;‘rlv
uded to other industries ]lll‘ (i“w ]‘ i‘”:’A
Gges of their existence, and, WMALEE, £
il extended to them. g

, matter of railway
L et mo first take ‘Zt" {:lful material used
ites applying to honey

Besides producing a valuable food pro-|
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in beekoe;‘;ing, and compare
rates charged ¢, other
material. T will take
parative purposes for 1
leave out the 109, {
charged 26/6 ag g0
11/9, grain 9/8.

them with the
produee  and
the rate for com-
00 miles, and will
And 10%.  Honey ig
ftg?glmt bnttler 14/6, fruit
SPace oney takes mueh Jless
sent any }1 ol case of fruit can be
3 abywhere on the rail for 8d. Cases e
shooks for fruit-growers, free; for honey
%»11;0f1}1]1_(‘(’ﬁ"s,"‘£17 125, 1d. Bees are charged at
vhe mghess rate—viz, Class A, 49/4. This
s an important matter, as it practically
bars a beekeeper when the season is a
failure in his own locality of taking ad-
vantage of a good season in another
locality—a thing that could be frequently
done in New Zealand. ;
These vates ave obviously unfair to us,
and although representations have been
made time and again, both to the Manager
of Railways and to the Minister, nothing
has been done to rectify the matter. Com-
pare this with the treatment received by
the dairying people. For example, milk
or eream i carried at 114d., per gallon
per 100 miles. This is a bulky product in
heavy cans, the weight of which is not
included in the charge. It is carried in
the vans of passenger trains. T noticed a
paragraph in the Lyttelton; Times the other
day, so I brought it with me. 1t reads:—
¢“Mr. G. W. Forbes, member for Huru-
nui, has received the following letter
from the Minister of Railways: ‘With
further reference to your letter of the
17th ultimo regarding the question of
farmers being required to do the loading
of their cans of cream, I have the honour
to inform you that cream is earried over
the railways at very low rates, one of
the conditions being that the loading
and unloading shall be done by the
owners. The rates charged are quite un-
remunerative, and if the loading were
undertaken by the Department it would
be necessary to increase the rates, as in
many cases additional assistance on the
trains would have to be provided, I
might mention, however, that statisties
bearing on the subject are at present
heing prepared with a view of providing
some means of meeting the requirements
of the dairy farmers in the direction

indicated as far as is found prac-
ticable,’ ’’
You will notice that an effort is to be

made to meet the dairy farmers’ require
ments in this matter. There appears to be
still room for further liberal treatment
here, but when the honey producer asks
for purely a normal vate—the same rate as

butter—the matter is ignored.
\
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morae cone ns i«‘hqﬂf
the other farming Jnt‘luiﬁ’(flrl(t“: ;s;ie]l(‘)(%‘nﬁ]t‘h‘:
mers get lime ll‘t‘l}‘;?»ll:,(. from the cleaning
grass-seed returned - < the country, he gets
mills. If a fire sweep: ; ¢ apiarist
.seed supplied free. a0 apid g
gras seed at the same time, he can
is mopped up at ; When feed is

ke shift ag best he cal.. WAL Trof
malke shift | 1 seasons, he gets his fodder
P‘.?ilzf(‘lll;‘1-.iltl: t?lvc:Alvmely\:eepef has to stand
carried ’ Ay * e 1
t]r:/c racket himself, pay good money fOrf[}‘[“’
bee feed, and the full railway rate. lf
fruit-grower has a guarantee of 1«1.1 ]{;tn
pound on all fruit lelorte']. Al flll{] \d 'v‘(rir
right in saying that if the honey 1ndus Yl
had been nursed in this manner, if WOITI(
not have heen the least among the in-
dustries,

Now, with regard to other matters, we
have an Apiaries Act and grading regula-
tions, and T believe the Department carry
them out as well as the money at their
disposal allows. At any rate, the heggarly
calaries paid to graders wonld indicate an
effort to make the money go ag far as pos-
sible. But the position to-day, as far as
the control of disease is concerned, if im-
proved at all, is mainly due to commercial
apiarists spending money that would be
used for the development of their business
in buying up disease-infected hives in
their neighbourhood to get rid of them.

As for gradiﬁg, the staff at the com-
mand of the Department is so small that
the delays ocemrring tend to make the
regulations ‘a hindrance rather than a
benefit. During the war the Government
exercised itself in making arrangements
with the TImperial Government that were
highly to the advantage of other producers.
But, like Cinderella, the honey industry
was left out as usval, although the fact
that the Tmperial Government, on the re-
;mespntations of the agents of the Honey
Producers’ Association, put honey on the
first priority list just before the armistice
was signed, showed that something might
have bheen done in the matter, and that
the Tm]fwial Government recognised the
value of honey among the foods required

There ave a few

by them. Tf the Government had taken
the matter up when they dealt with dairy
and other produce, 3

the claims of honey
ognised earlier.  Our
get shipping in 1918
been obviated, and some

00 : the producers and  the
Dominion.  While othey producers, through

this trying period, were reaping a wich

harvest owing to the care of the (';mrortn-

ment, nothing stood hetween the hmlll 7

producer and disaster hut the m'g‘;mimti:"\

bwilt, up by their own efforts, | ('ouls‘icLI'H

that the National Association has heen t:)ll;
1

would have been rec
absolute failure to
might thus have
£30,000 saved to

modest in its claimg fop % e
fact that the honey "r“'hingl,h re dea]
ignored by the Governmen; g .
generally can only he gy, - I
knowledge of! its conditigy, a; a'v“""ml
bilities. I would here suggegy Hh
draw up a comprehengive
which should be sent to oy
Parliament dealing fully
ditions under which we Siom)

statistics showing itg I")Ssib“i\t\v i
pointing out what should he 165,
the best out of the industry,

16 I
a Sy
and Py ¥

16 J':\‘ Pog

One tg

T will make a few suggestioy,
matter of railway rates shoyig T
into. not only with regard to pgy,, "
1ates on bees, cases; ting and supplieat
matter of eliminating foul-hrooq, |,
ance in obtaining better grading ,‘
Assistance to beekeepers in g,
apiary sites. At the request of thig
ciation, the Lands Department fg, ol
set apart sections for apiary sites iy,
cut up by them for settlement, By
quite failed to realise what was e
in this respect, neither did they rey
these sections for the sole right of
keepers, but allowed anyone to g
them. The idea in setting these se
apart was more for future than pn
requirements.  New land is mof
suitable for beekeeping, but may bec
later on, and the idea was to holl
sections in reserve, or let them tempo
till required. It is often difficult fo
apiary sites in suitable localities, anl
sides setting apart these sections alre
mentioned, the Government shoull
asked to assist apiarists by buying sel
and leasing thlem, or else assist the
keeper to buy, as they assist other
mers.

e 4

matters !
o

These are some of the 2hi
should be put before members of !
ment, and T am sure their fair-mind
when they know the facts will enlist!
support.

The President said that they bal |
about as much compressed wisdomn }"'
Rentoul’s paper as in any papt’ |
before Conference. Railway raf®
hohey were fixed when honey WO
being produced in large (|uant1t1“>‘,,u'
the rate was made high on that ‘““,‘u
Things had now changed, and the'*
no reason why honey should be o Jyl
ferent basis from butter, milk. l«“‘
produce. They should make a Ver¥
mined effort to get rates reduccd
had waited on Sir William Herrie® g
to be put down with fair speec™
nothing in them. They propose
South Island honey should be ©

at!
u'l'i"‘I



and that would double the yail-

Plge ot l:'\-emlt‘i it would be killing if they
Iy 1 present rates.

‘A to pay ! 4
discussion, it was decided, on

(. o1 i
“Lf A ,f;tiﬂll of Mr. Baines, seconded by Mr,
it ‘("{N}“: ¢¢That the President, Vice-Pre-

Cont, and Secretary of the National Bee-
et S\ ssociation, and the manager and

“f epers 3

o L frman of the Honey Producers’ As.
1y i-{ti“ﬂ he a p.el:man‘.ent Committee to
0 x after the political intevests of the in-
P 7

sty ;
The president: The Committee’s fipst
dness will be to try and get railway
.« on honey reduced.

Ef \ vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Ren-
1

it :

3

0 VARIOUS MATTERS,

P e President read a letter from My,

W, Kirk, Director of the Horticultural
id Apiaries Division, expressing regret at
& inability to be present.

A lefter was read from Mr. I. Hopkins
ggesting  a competition in respect of
mb and capping machines.

The President said that he had been
ked, in connection with the railage of
onev and the proposal to send all South
sland honey to Timaru, to mention that
onthland members desired to know the
ttitude of Conference regarding freights.
t a previons Conference, reference had
en made to the possibility of pooling
Peights.

THE ASSOCTATION'S USEFULNESS.
Mr. ¢, P, Ryland gave a lengthy and
iteresting address on ‘‘How the Useful-
of the National Association can be
lereased.’’ He said that the geographical
ation of the Executive of t!)e Associa-
on prevented frequent meetings being
eld, and from his point of view omne of
e most desirable things was that meet-
igs of the Executive should .b(* held as
ften as possible. The location of the
C‘I'Marv hilldel‘(‘d prnm]’)t a(-tlﬂll' in urgent
“e‘.ﬁ; ks p“,\.cnfpd, 1()}& 1..'419,;0 fxt(il{lf;
0-operation with the H.P.A.; - bu u,”";
Aines was without doubt the he'gi ]msm‘\» ¢
an for the position of Hﬂm’e:ﬂ.fy-’_‘i({i({:‘
lanse,) Apart from that, the pos

¢ wociation should be
ecrotary of the Associatl :
Foetormty - & tioned, in connection

entralised. Te men ‘sl )
A “ rorton’s visit to the Do-
Eﬂ,l Ma,jor o Sy was made to

af £ endeavour ¥
: ”hl;t v‘:intfing of ('(H)f('!‘l’]']{'p fm: a
iyl ot the delay in getting

. ing to f d
"1?“#7}1;’ }:]‘:t ;:Yr]nlﬁ“"’y no action in that
i )c(;?unn;mrl been possible.  What was

) lution of these friendly criticisms?
die  solud
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The firs sira i X

111; L\l::“('l.(:hl.l ahle thing in connection with
Ssoclation was the formation anq

adoption of g i .
progressive 1im}:,ﬁn«l:r(i T{é]tf.m Dlatform o,
vou shoulq tol HJP‘L Y not suggest that
g abour P 2 s
Rl‘ﬂafnd said joeularly, ¢<anq ESJ\MMMT'
platform in e ta €1 i
‘Maorilan \!\T’?)}}l?xl-v‘mvfmlr S ‘Truthj or the
defini . e The aﬂopflull of a
finite written programm 7
e would mean
that each member oA hies s T ean
each member of the Ace f?‘c“'.lltl"’ and
Jro %R @ Association  would
tnowW eXactly what the programme of the
Association was, and what fhe Association
was striving to do. Mr. Ryland quoted
from the February (1920) issue of ““Glean-
; . beekeepers i
Um_teﬂ States are doing in ﬂleE w;vuvl.f T(}l:'
ganising nationally with a definite plat-
T.nrm, The advantage of a definite plat-
form, he said, was that the whole force
and _kuoWledg’e of the Association coul
be directed more effectively than if
was taki_en haphazardly. If the se
were given certain definite executive
powers, it would mean a tremendous sav-
ing of time and expense; the secretary
knew the mind of the Executive, and was
prepared to take reasonable action when
necessary, knowing that he would have
the support of the Executive. Failing the
location of the secretary in a central lo-
cality, a small Executive of three, under
the main Executive, was suggested. Mr.
Ryland suggested the following as the
Association’s permanent policy:—
1. Tncrease in the consumption of honey
in the Dominion.

An advertising campaign, similar to
that undertaken by the H.P.A. was
suggested. Tt was estimated that in
1919 about £5000 was spent in ship-
ping charges in connection with the
export of honey. This would be saved
if a local demand were created.

2. The appointment of a Chief Apiarist.

Mr. Ryland said that Conference
had already discussed this.

3. Higher salaries for apiary instructors.

This was a matter Mr. Ryland said,
of great importance to the industry.
Unless salaries were increased they
would not be able to keep men of ex-
perience at the present maximum of

£295 per annum. Tt was at present
diffienlt to get men to put tins of
honey in a case and nail the cases
down at that money; many unskilled
men were receiving wore; it was
ridienlous to think that the mattor
should be allowed to stand as at pre-
sent; the Association must move in
the matter, He quoted, for compari-
son, salaries paid by the Government
for experts, as follows:— -Hemp grader,
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£345 per annum; dairy graderf. ﬁﬁt-ig?(:
grain grader, £3503 1n§pector of sto l
£350. Honey graders did work of equa

importance.
5. Assistance to honey producers.

ans from the Government. s

3 Lm}i‘here should be an Act _in copuechon‘
with the honey producing \ndustr}f
similar to the Fruit Preserving Act' o
1913, under which the Government
should advance reasonable sums the.re-
with to build depots for the blending
of honey, and for the advancement of
the industry gemerally,

7. Tnerease of membership of the H.P.A.

An endeavour should be made to

get every beekeeper in the Dominion

to become a member and supporter gf

the Association. By participating in

the co-operative movement, all bee-
keepers would obtain better prices.

8. Eradication of foul-brood. Necessity for
a greater mumber of Government in-
spectors,

Local inspectors had proved unsatis-
factory. There were in the Dominion
about 9,000 people who kept hees and
bred foul-brood ‘‘for fun’’ and for
a little honey—if they could get-it.
The time had arrived when the prob-
lem of foul-brood should be looked at
mathematically. It was not a fair deal
that the.commercial heney producer
should be robbed of his honey by the
existence of a single hive in his dis-
triet ‘‘owned by a man who is not
seriously producing honey.”’ To meet
the expense of additional Government
inspectors, the Conference should re-
quest the Government to impose a tax
of £1 per annum ‘‘upon every person
keeping hees in the Dominion’’'— (ap-
plause) —the money raised by this tax
to be utilised in the payment of in-
spectors to eradicate foul-brood, any
surplus to be devoted for (Jx'gallisill};
and developing the honey producing
business. - Tt might seem very terrible
to some people to be called upon to
pay £1 per annum for the privilege
of keeping bees, but they wanted every
beekeeper in the Dominion not to be
content to have a single hive and breed
:imf.‘usf-, but to go in for the business
Bt‘?’lf{llbb’ and properly, The tax would
:A‘lnmmut_o the disease, and

hobbyists’’ into serious beeke
A similar tax was imposed on nu
men and orchardists,

Conclnding, Mr,

suggestions forw

they

furn
epers,
rsery-

Ryland said he put these
ompnty ard with some diffidence:
e his own opinions, gained from

a pretty close study of ,,,
of th_ought about the iudnmrf 8ooq

The President said that th"‘\;l» l ;
J laq e

to a long and interesting adily, sty
they had to look for practiey| r[;’]h

Ryland’s point as to the difficy]c,
sociation was under in doing énv‘: $hy
weli taken. It was possible thqy '8
culty might be overcome ¢, ﬂom:.hp"
by enlarging the powers of ty, Qfex
Comtittee. He moved: ““Thay ¢ ‘Z‘“
ing Committee, which consists of tht
sident, Vice-President, and Se(rpuf
the time being of the Natio’nal‘v
keepers’ Association, and the Chajr
and Manager of the H.P.A. take
deal with all matters connected With
industry.”’
Mr. C. A. Pope seconded the mpg
which was agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. W. Watgqy g
onded by Mr, T. A, Clarke, it was uy
mously decided:—*‘That this Confen
requests the Government to place a
nual tax of £1 on each person keeping}
in the Dominion, such tax to he
in the payment of additional inspes
for the prevention of foul-brood ani
departmental and instructionai pun
and appointments.’”’

On the motion of Mr, A, R. Bat&®
onded by Mr. W. B. Bray, -it~was a
‘“That the salary of an apiary instm
or honey grader be raised to at leastt
of a dairy produce grader.’’ Tt was dect
that a copy of this resolution should
forwarded to the Public Service (om®
sioners.

b

FIRE BLIGHT EMBARGO.

Mz, T. A. Clarke brought up the ;f“lf
of the rumoured intention of the GO'
ment to gazette regulations prohili%
bees and queens being removed tmmt
Auckland provineial distriet owing U
fear that they would carry fire 1’1“-”‘,
other disiricts. He moved: ¢‘That
Conference demands that before l‘t‘,&‘(“lf““
are gazetted prohibiting the remo‘! i
bees and queens from the ;\uckl:}lhl »
triet, the whole of the peasons fof -
action be placed before the Com™
set 1ip by Conference.’’

Mr, W, Watson seconded. ‘

¢

In the discussion which ensued, $¢
speakers questioned whether it hat
proved that bees conveyed fire blight X

Mr, W. E. Barker advised czult.‘“n'u;\
pointed out that five blight was *
serious thing from the fruit-grower v
of view.



~ Campbell said that it wasg Proposed
Rl on a rumour.  He could not confirm
‘ cf.mwm.: it was a matter for Cabipet
gt 1" the Executive Council; he was not
alpoSﬁfiou to say whether the yumquy
correct.

After further dis=cuss‘i‘0n the motion wag
ced to, and Messrs. Clarke, Sage, Baines
id Ryland were appointed a Committee to
proﬂk‘h the Government in the matter,
(onference adjourned, and in the even.
s a supper and social gathering was helq
, the Cadena Tea Rooms, the function
ping attended by over 90 delegates,

rd

THIRD DAY—FRIDAY, 11th JUNE.
The Conference resumed at 10 a.m,
CONSTITUTION AMENDED.

On the motion of Mr. Ward, seconded
y Mr. Jacobsen, the amendment of Clause
) of the Association’s Constitution, agreed
b at the previous year’s Conference, was
fonfirnied.  Clause 10 reads:—

“‘Prior to the Anmnual Meeting at which
& they are to be elected, every Branch
Association shall nominate » represen-
fative to serve on the Executive. This
shall consist of not less than seven
members, *’

A5 amended, the word ‘“more’’ is substi-
tuted for the word ‘‘less’’ in the final |

all consist of not more than seven mem-

DUTY ON IMPORTED TIMBER.

Mr. Bray introduced the question of the
femoval of the duty on imported timber,
,inting out that the Dominion’s supplies
Of timber are decreasing. e stated that
he Parmers Union were strongly advocat-
ng the removal of the duty on imported
imber, e moved: ‘‘That the Govern-
ment he asked to remove the duty m:‘]m-
borted timber; and that the Stanﬂmg ‘ wou::
ittce he gasked to see this matter
/] roug*h, ” o '

B Mr. Ward seconded, and a (!“?."“?S“t'fn ]m)]];

[Sucd, the necessity f(,’r"“}]’n’ovu ing timhe

: JE‘ELVSTU:);{;];‘ g“:;: ]:;lm«?:{l to unanimously.
poUTY ON BEESWAX,

id that three or four Years,

Mr, Bray sa
' 4go a motion rega
I wax was thrown ou
4 misapprehension.

REPORT oOF CONFERE‘NCE, 1920

33
14 i
@ per b, on 1
: 2 eeswa : s
duty on copyp X, but there wag i

founvlat.ion. This seemed

o twheNpohey of the Govery.

e g a§e New Zealand manufge.

Yo i ved: Thq.t the Gm‘ernment

: 3 When next revising the Tariff

put beeswax oy the free Jigt 1» &
Mr, Trelanq seconded,

In the dise 8101 whic} ensne eference
us:
n1e 1 H(‘J, ref nee

L opposition t,
ment to op

was made to adulterateq beeswax
The motion was agreed to,

HONEY puwmp,

Mr, W. R, Brickell reaq part of a letter
from. Mr. J: H. Todd, of Renwicktown
(].GSCI'lblll‘g 2 new honey pump, the difficul.
ties experienced in connection with the or-
dinary style of pump being got over hy g
curved pump, 2 -

Several members showed much interest
in the communication,

NEXT CONFERENCE,

On the motion ‘of Mr, Sage, seconded by
My, Ellis, it was decided: ‘‘That it be a
recommendation to the incoming Executive
that the next Conference be held in Auck-
land or in Hamilton at the Fxecutive’s
diseretion.”’

TAX ON APTARIES,.

On the motion of Mr. Bray, seconded by
My, Ellis, it was decided: ‘‘That it he a
recommendation to the Executive to ean-
vass the Branches to get a signed petition

BT Txecutive | from the members of all Branches in sup-
rence, thus Wi i Shat the Tixeontive port of the proposed tax on apiaries.’’

EXTENSION OF THE ASSOCIATION’S

ACTIVITIES.
The President said that Mr. Ryland’s

paper on increasing the usefulness of the
Association Lily g
pression on members of Conference.
MeLean had asked that Conference ﬁhould
express its opinion on the following:—
““That Mr, Ryland be asked to submit in
conerete
forms contained in his speech, and that
they be forwarded to the o )i
Assgociations for confirmation.”’—*Should
that be a
tive?’’

im-

had evidently made an
Mr.

form to the Executive the re-

various District

recommendation to the Exeecu-

the President asked,
Conference responded ‘‘Aye.”’
TREATMENT OF FOUL-BROOD.

My, Clayton gave a demonstration of his

niethod of dealing with foul-brood, m.rd_; in

i the duty on hees- | vesponse to requests from members of Con-
r(:“‘;ﬁ' Conferénce under ference, promised to forward a description
‘There was a duty of [to the Journal,
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OFFICERS ELECTED.

The election of officers resulted as "fol-
lows:i-LPresilhxnt, Mr. W. Watson; Viee
President, Mr. E. W. Sage; Executive—
Messrs. A, H, Davies (Hal,nnlton), A, R
Bates (Kaponga), Iu Trwin (Woodlandb.,
Southland), and R. MeKnight (Domett);
Secretary, Mr, Fred C. Baines.

°

Mr. Allan, retiving President, expressed
bis thanks for the manmner in which he had
been assisted during his term of office, and
for the confidence placed in him.

Messrs, Sage and Baines referred eulo-
gistically to the work done by Mr. Allan.

Fulogistic references were made by
Messrs. Allan, Sage, and others to the work
done by Mr. Baines as secretary and as
Editor of the Journal. “‘He is such an
asset,”’ said Mr. Allan, ‘‘that we cannot
afford to let him go.”’

Voices: ‘“We ean’t dg without him,”’—
(Applause.)

Mz, Jacobsen: ‘‘He won’t get a chance
to get out of it!’’

On the motion of Mr. Sage, it was de-
cided that the new Executive should take
into consideration the question of inecreas-
ing the Association’s recompense to Mr.
Baines, and make his salary commensurate
with the work done.

My, Baines fittingly acknowledged the
remarks made by the speakers.

A bearty vote of thanks was accorded
by acclamation to the retiring President,
:nezu}wrs of Conference rising and singing
‘For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.’’

On Mr. Allan’s motion a vote of thanks
was accorded the ladies who had at-
. tended the Conference,

Mr. Allan then deciared the Conference
closed,

HONEY COMPETITION,

The Honey Competition

i : attracted
entries, the winners being:— :

20

LIQUID HONEY.—A. R, Dickie (Rother-
!::11111), Ist and 2nd; J, Irving (Albury),
ard, 2

GRANULATED HONEY.—I, J
(Peel Forest), 1st; 1, s ‘
Porest), 2nd; W, I,
Forest), 3rd,

Hengy
. Clayton (Peel
Barker (Peel

DEPUTATION TO MEMBERg
LIAMENT, e

On the afternoon of Friday, N
the members of the Associatif'm's Stk Tug
Clommittee and some memberg of'(:?n
ence met Messrs. L. M, Tsitt, M,P'O
Howard, M.P., and D. G. Sullivay "

The more important resolutiong il
at by Conferemce were placed hefyy, |
members of Parliament. i

Sai 2l

Mr, J. Rentoul, Chairman of the g,
ing Committee, said that beekeepery o
plained that there had been serions 11e
of their business: they had not haq 4
and square deal from the Governmey;
compared with other in®ustries. He g
with the question of railway rates gy
lines of the paper he delivered before
ference; also with the necessity for
hetter administration of ‘the Apiaries

Mr. C. F. Ryland quoted the follow
comparative railway rates in respect of
same quantity of the products mentiome

Honey. Butter.
50-milest? LT TSI 3
100 miles” [ 1 I2E T B0 6
200 miles .. 2 ‘4.2 15 1
300 miles- ;. . 2 14 FHfl-12 8

Replying to My, Sullivan, M.P,
Rentoul said that the railway antho
when approached, had given no
the disparity of these rates; pr
the satisfaction got by the
was the statement that the Railway
partment might increase the rates on 08
produce rather than reduce the rafes’
honey, ;

Mr, Ryland dealt with the necessity !
inereasing the salaries of apiary inspect
and honey graders. Instead of a M
mum of £290 per annum, they should
paid as well as dairy produce graders
got £400 per annum,

’
Mr. Baines dealt with the questiol
the appointment of a Chief Apiarist |
with the need for more inspectors in ¢

There had "8
delegates present at the Confert®
and all had testified to the fact that
brood was rampant jin their district™

to cope with foul-brood.
92

Mr, Watson: The position eaunot |
auwestioned,
Mr. Isitt said that members of pat

ment knew what the position wod g
respect of foul-brood,

" 9 o 168

Mr, Ryland read the Conference g

lution respecting the imposition
annual tax of £1 on all keepers of beé



S

gollivan, M.P.: Have you had an
l\\].:\'qsiﬂﬂ of opinion from your Branches
l“,\;lllﬂl‘is pl‘O‘]“DsaH

mMr. Ryland: 'No; but the question has
peent disenssed for years, and almost every

Ccesentative Dbeekeeper would be as
e as Conference was. The mea-

animous : .
o wag not a revoluhoua‘ry oxibe 3t Had
pee fried in Canada and various other
purc 2 2 h‘?‘l been found the means of
Leeping down foul-brood. Reference was
made to the self-imposed taxes paid by
qurserymen and orchardists,

sur

Mr. Ryland said that the proposed tax,
in addition to providing salaries for addi-
onal inspectors. wounld probably be suffi-
dent to provide funds for the development
of the export honey industry. The export
of honey could be increased 500 per cent.
“Those are big figures,”’” he added, ‘“bnt
they are quite right.”” The Dominion
can produce 500 times its present output
of honey, and the industry is well worth
helping. "’

Mr, Isitt, M.P.,, thought that the bee
keepers would be up against the opposi-
tion of the beekeepers who kept one hive,
voiced by their representatives in Parlia-
ment, to the imposition of a tax of the
same amount all round. He duite realised
that it wus the one-hive men who breed
foul-hrood.

In the course of a more or less con-
versational discussion, it was suggested
that the commercial beekeepers should pay
£1 per annum, and other beekeepers 10/-
per annum, anv person selling honey, no
matter how small the quaniity, to be
classed as a commercial beekeeper.
Ultimately the representatives of the
ssoeiation said that they would be agree-
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et L

able 5
;:'Ggl‘;m[f.o“eonsuler the  compromise sus-
{h;‘ ‘f,q,' "w,y were quite prepared to haxgr
ﬁth‘]{u\fl}:\mwml once foul-brood wag elimi
ated; there was no desi 6o A
§ esire to squeeze o

g o : b
the small man they wanted men to hpT
come hettey beekeepers, <

Mr. 1sitt, M.P., said i
, M.P. d th a t;
per annum g N

\ 5/-
L were imposed on non-e =
cial beekeepers, it might he po ioll)]}:ne’rru
get  the Government to subsidise the
amount raised. He suggested that in the
cireular the Association intended forward-
mg to all members of Parlinment, the
figures relating to railway rates should be
quoted, 5 e

The question of the rumoured issue of
regulations preventing the removal of bees
and queens from the Auckland distriet
owing to the danger that they would
carry five blight, was brought up, and Mr.
Isitt, M.P., urged that the Association
should communicate by telegram with the
Government on the subject right away.

At the conclusion of the interview, Mr.
Isitt, M.P., said that his fellow-members
and himself recognised the value of the
honey industry, and of the work the As-
sociation was doing; they recognised it was
a growing industry of great commercial
value, which would find employment for
many returned soldiers who were not able
to take up more strenuous work. They
were prepared, and he believed that the
majority of members of Parliament were
prepared, to do everything possible and
reasonable to help the honey industry,

Mr. E. W. Sage conveyed the thanks
of the deputation to the members for the
courtesy with which they had received
them.

g
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