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SEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

eld in the Concert Hall “Y.M.C.A.,Christchurch, June 9th, 10th,

and IIth, 1920.

ARSTDay_-WEDNESDAY, 9th JUNE.

Ational Beekeepers’ Association of New

“aland opened in. the Concert . Hall

the .. Y.M.OjA.., Christehureh, at 10

‘mM.on Wednesday, June 9th. There were

delegates present, ‘and the President

iMr. James Allan) presided. Amongst

Hose present were:—-Mr, J. A. Campbell
‘Assistant Director Horticulture & Apiaries
Vivision, Department of Agriculture),
Messrs. E. A. Earp, F, A. Jacobsen, G, V,

v estbrooke, H. A, Young (Apiary Tnstrue-

tors), Mr. J. Rentoul (Chairman) and Mr.

C.. F. Ryland (General Manager of: the

N.Z. Co-op. Honey Produeers’ Association

Ltd.); -Messrs:‘ J; Cooper, A. J.» May, J,

Shackey, W. A. Lilburne, A. Norton, W., H.

Browns. Wy Sage, Gest dlight,..As HL.

Skey, W. Kennedy, P.. Martin, A. J, Boyee,
W. BF: Barker, S, Gardiner, R. MeGibbon,

CAS agbeen,: Le AL Clark, --“Gyrk,

Pope, Woods, FE, Chave, A, A. Downs, L.,

Bowman, J. Kreft, A. Iveland, H, J, Ellis,

W,; ly Cartwright, A. H. Davies, L. Irwin,
H, Gardner, J, Westroff, C, J, Clayton, A.

H.’ Energon, 2G. “Ward; W, B: Bray, J.
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Murdoeh, J, Bayne, A, Barrett, G. H.. Mc-
ean, W, Booth, R. Beattie, E, Simpson,LG, Kitchingham, T. S. Winter, H, N.

Goodman, W. Watts, W. Watson, T. Barr,
ALG, Craig, J. C. Gibb, A. R. Dickie, A,

Robins, H. Shepherd, &. MeKnight, J.

Forster, F, J. Kerr, L. Irvine, G. J. Verrall,
R. W, Briekell, N. Askin; Mesdames Emer-

son, Shepherd, Palmer, Cartwright, May,
Chamberlain, Aitcheson, Kitchingham,
Robins, Ward, Jacobsen, Beattie; Misses
M. Shepherd, Buckley, Hart, Winton, J.

«

Mackay.

:

An apology for absence was received
from Mr, G, Witty, M.P. for Riccarton.

The President called upon Mr, J. A,
Campbell, Assistant Director of the Horti-
cultural Division of the Department of

Agriculture, in the absence of the Mayor of
Christchurch (Dr, H. T. J, Thacker, M.P.),
to open the Conference,

Mr. Campbell apologised for the absence
of Mr, T, W. Kirk, the Director of the
Horticultural Division, who was not well

enough to be present. The ladies and

gentlemen before him, Mr, Campbell said,
representel one of the Dominion’s import-
ant rural industries. It was a young and

growing one, and growing in importance
year by year. Like all young industries, it
had many problems to face. They had
met to consider those problems and _ re-

forms, and he hoped that the conference
would be able to formulate and tabulate in:
(letail those pressing questions they had
been talking about prior to the Conference,
The Department generally was anxious to
assist such industries as beekeeping; but
those engaged in the industry were called
upon to assist themselves. The Depart-

ment, he felt sure, would assist in all
reasonable proposals put forward. The
Conference should formulate its proposals

in such a way that the Department would
be able to understand what was wanted.

aving formulated their wants, they should
gush them with all their power.

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS,

The President said that the present was

the first Conference that the Association
had held in Christchurch, and consequently
there were present many who had not at-
tended previous Conferences, and conse-

quently he gave full liberty to delegates
to shake hands with any man in the room

on the shortest notice. He did not know
if he could take the same liberty in respect
of the lady members; but it was the duty
of every gentleman to make the ladies feel

at home. In his address .he wantedai
take up a subject that struck at the yim
of the beekeeping industry: he desireg:
speak of what he considered should be,
keynote of the work of the Conference, |
the previous meeting,held in Welling
the Executive resolved on a forward my
ment in connection with the industry,
tinuing, Mr. Allan said:—At our last mg
ing, held at Wellington, your Exec

revolved, after a good deal of conside
tion, on a forward movement in connesy,
with our industry. To that end it
to the several Branches of the Natig,
remits for their consideration bearing,
the direction which in their opinontf
forward movement should take. Mog,
you will have had an opportunity of

sidering these remits, and I hope that w

they are discussed in Conference that.
may speak with no uncertain sound. Me
time let me outline the position that
behind these remits. Let me ask the qy

tion—What at the present time is:
greatest hindrance to the progress of |
industry throughout the Dominion? Is
not Foul-brood? Do we not all realise tf
this one disease more than any
trouble—or all our other troubles put igian(
gether—is our greatest difficulty? It jiisea

casions more loss of time or loss of mongiier
than anything else. It is our constaliiis
dread. We never open a brood-nest wWithgEs
out a watchfulness which becomes secoinot
nature for the flat and perforated cell, alam

too often—far oftener than is necessat the
we find it. In our industry there are

Tae on
kinds of people—there are keepers of
and heékeepers. The first of these sow Mistr
disease; the others reap the harvest. Tigi
keeper of bees is one who owns bees; MMs

has more or less colonies, generally lege

stuck in some out-of-the-way corner. Mibe
does not know anything about foul-broggot
and when his bees die, which they gener Pr
do, it is quite unexpected; in fact, he Wp
probably remark that a few days bel
his discovery they were unusually ht d

which is very likely. The beekeeper gy
also one who owns bees. He has mot]
less colonies—generally more—ani
occupy the pride of position, well shelter@™®
and tidily kept. He may not know mugge
about some things, but he does know fl
brood, His bees never die, but when tie
have been out Visiting he sometimes hasg
‘‘McEvoy.’’ It is my candid opinion Ua
if the keeper of bees will not becomeg®e
beekeeper, then he ought not to keep bal
We have an Apiaries Act. Mr. Hopi
who fathered that Act, is proud of MB
Speaking generally, the beekeeping frat
nity is proud of it. Other Gountrieegme

: ,

notably some of ~the North Ameri@Mh
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1 ] pave admired it, and wished that|do this thing; there is not power enough.
ey a ad , similar Act. But of late years|What, then, should be done? We should

‘ yeynavebecome coldly eritieal, ‘‘Yes,’’|ask that a promise already mace in answer

i ey
ay, ‘‘you have got the ideal Apiaries|to a resolution carried at a former meeting

, py
yay) ” -

Niet is where the fault lies.

q Santyou are not diminishing your
EYprood: you are not cleaning up; disease
Pgtill rampant all over your Dominion.
at goo is it? The fault is not in the
*

Mr. Hopkins, himself has only one

bit to find in it. He says increase the

malty from £5 to £20. I do not know

at that, but this I do know—the fault

Bot, as [| have said, in the Act. We as

bekeepe}rshave not had the courage to

» the proper administration of the Act.
|

Do not mis-

We jerstand me; I am finding no fault with

OM, Department as it at present exists. My

het

ASI

@ian, in Nelson.

bre also.

qmenplaint is that it is totally inadequate
earry out the Act which it is supposed
jadminister. An instructor may sucaeed

rgiving his attention to a comparatively
mall area in cleaning it up; but is it a

i thing to expect that our instructors

ll make a suceess on the areas they at

went control? Let me make a statement

it will bring this out clearly. As most

you know, my Apiary is in Southland,
ni | spend my summers there. This last

season it was my privilege as your Presi-

ent to attend a branch meeting in that

istrict, and at that meeting I met Mr.

arp. I was struck by this, though I did

ot say sq then, that Mr. Earp was

mongst friends. He had done work for

fem which they appreciated. It was the

ind of spirit that one naturally wants to
e exist between the beekeepers and in-

etors. Now, I met Mr. Earp again,
ill in ‘his district, but this time at Tas-

That was only a few

fecksago. How far do you think it is

etween those two places? Only a matter

f about 700 miles! 1s it a reasonable

roposition to. expect Mr. Earp to clean

p foul-brood over an area like that, and
i the same time grade about 15,000 tins

honey at the various ports? In my
pinion it would require six well qualified
en to Clean up the South Island alone,

» divide it into six districts would still

ul them very large, and there would still
Pan urgent need for local inspectors to

ip in the work. IT am not quite so well
rquainted with the North Istand, but it

43 more than the-South in most things,
i probablyits needs would he greater

1: a0 not, however, propose to

idicate how Many instructors it would

nice;

badequacyof the present staff,

ave

rather I wish only to show the total

They
yeoman our in-done service for

sat ry—al honour to them for what hag

eon
‘

of this Conference should be carried out—

that a Chief Apiarist should be appointed:
a man with a thorough technical know} |lge
of beekeeping; a man who knows foul-

brood; a man with brains and push. et

him make his own plans, but let us have

this trouble dealt with in a fair and busi-

ness-like way. I daresay our legislators
will ask the question: Is this industry
worth all the expenditure involved in such

an inerease in instructors as would. surely
come? Are they justified in putting
this additional burden on the  tax-

payer? When the waft was in pro-

eress our Government sent every available

man to the front—everything had to give
way to war needs—and consequently all

the services of the country were more or

less crippled. When the war ended it left

us with a great burden of debt. What,
then, became the cry? Simply this, we

must produce to our utmost limit. We

must increase our exports, and as @ ¢con-

sequence the inflow of money into the

country. Every man must do his bit.

Well, we beekeepers want to do our bit.

This disease is a drag on us, but still with

it all our own Co-operative Association re-

ceived in the last season 624 tons of honey,
of a value of about £40,000. The record

is' one of continuous and rapid increase,
and, given a proper chance of development,
there is no reason why in a few years
it should not be 6,000 tons instead of 600

tons, Then as a product ours is second to

none. There is a verse in one of the old

Prophets which says: ‘‘Butter and honey
shall he eat until he shall know to refuse
evil and choose the good.’’ Twenty-five
centuries ago our product was bracketed
with butter in this wonderful way. If to-

day we are behind in the race, we only
plead for a chance, IT am content to

justify my position by two reasons:—(1)
That our industry is worth it; (2) That
it is the proper thing to do. If anthrax
or swine fever or any other dreaded disease
was to appear in Southland or Auekland,
or anywhere within the three-mile limit,
Dr, Reakes would be after it, and no matter
what it cost or ‘how many inspectors were

required, it would be stamped out. Darine
this last season ‘‘fireblight’’ appeared in
some orchards in Auckland, The Horti-

araoere ore og i Aada wl ole army

Of Wie
nee

angeeit
ee eo Rhought

..
16

expense, simply the danger flag has

snailes: mewillnotbe pulled down

and vontlaman_ panneaway. Ladies
Ontlemen, want the danger flag
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hoisted in so far as our industry is: con- The
eerned, and kept hoisted until the

danger of foul-brood is under contro)

throughout our Dominion. I make
‘his ‘assertion, and. I. feel. sure. that
beekeepers of standing will bear me out,
that the loss in. production of honey|big. profit this year, which | has

through foul-brood is, ten. times greater) brought about by two reasons. The

to our Dominion than the total cost of the!is that,
Apiaries Department. It is a brake, on| subse ‘ribers, by the coiYtesy of Mr. T)

the wheels of our industry that is not| Kirk I was loaned a copy of the

only cutting down the production for most |registered beekeepers, which contained

beekeepers, but is hindering expansion.' 5,000 names, and to all those who yw
Owing to lectures given te our soldiers | not already ‘subscribers I sent a speci
in the camps in England,many of them| copy of the Journal. J am sorry to g
have come home wishingto become bee-|the result was not so good as anticipate

rs be And it it would.give present bee-|as out of that large number I se
keepers the’ greatest pleasureto welcome| only 175 new subscribers. The job ¢

thiem into our ranks; but we dare not do tailed a pretty heavy printing and poste
it: to become a beekeeper while ignorant bill, and incidentallya fair amount of w
of foul-brood is to court disaster. If we| on my part, and I confess the resulta%

had a strong Department with sufficientdisappointing, although I have lean
instructors much could be done to help|*ince that another periodical that cat
these men to take up an employment that|for a kindred industry made a simi
in many ways would be peculiarly suitable| canvass of a roll of 8,000 names,

q

for them.
‘

secured only 250 new subscribers: 30

really did better than they did.

badges of membership have
procured, and can now be obtained in
the Branch Secretaries or mvyeelf,

The Journal Account, too, is s atisfacl
although IT am not able to show a

¥

De

bi
as | was anxious to increase 4

—

It is my hope that this Conference may “ soe condi

discuss this subject thoroughly, and that} The actual umber of copies herei
permanent good to our industry may result. this month was 839, of which there i

free list of about 35, so the number of si

scribers is about 800, which is, roughl
MINUTES CONFIRMED.

7

1126 more than at this time last vear.@

On the motion of Mr, E, G, Ward, sec-| In the hopes of improving the gene
Pondedby Mr. J. Ellis, the minutes of the| get-up of the Journal, I have, as you:

' previous Conference were taken as read, know, been using a much better paper,

ee iIustratingevery month.  Judg
from the Comments made by the

4 scribers, the alteration is appreciated.
—

) The Secretary (My. Fred C, Baines) aay
F

as you all know, the price of paper 4d‘mitted the followingreport and balance |increased about 500 per cent., and J
Psheet :— cost of producing the Journal to- dayis }

about treble what it was when I
:

asked to take over thie control three yea
ago, and now [ am-informed by

printers that owing to new awards be

given to the compositorsthe cost of pu
ing will be considerably increased, an

am. compelled to ask you to agree tot
price being increased from next non
The cost of the specimen copies and pe

SECRETARY'S“REPORT,

Mr. President, Ladies & Gentlemen,—

[ have very great, pleasure in again
presenting my annual report and balance
sheet which, I think, will be satisfactory
to you all, as it shows the condition of
the National to be in a very healthy state,
and the finances sound.

- The members’ subscriptions have in-| are the chief causes of the increased &
creased £9 10s. and the Branch Asgsocia-| penditure, as shown on the balance shee

tions by £8 148, 10d. This latter would
have ‘been increased considerably, had I| Before
had the returns from three Branches whose those who by words of appreciation
statements have not yet come to hand,

the Journal up to its present form,

During the year another Branch has been
added trom Hawke’s Bay, and we are pro-
mised another in Auckland as soon as the | items,
season Commences, to grow in usefulness to our industry.

age, with the increased cost of printitl

closing, I sineerely thank !

encouragement have assisted me to brit

earnestly ask for assistance from thd
who are capable of sending along news

so that the Journal may contin

- |
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The President said
Bek

proved o excellent means by which
ith other. They

rs kept in touch with one another. -

Car aainit that Mr, Baines oe ee
an efficient Editor, and vee neFats
work.—(Applause. ) He inv ite ie Nae

sion on the question of increasing the §

seription to the Journal.

Mr.

wages 0

price of paper
Journal Account w

year.

Baines explained that increased
compositors and the increased

made it likely that the

ould show a deficit next

sat tuo wsle
- After discussion it was unanimous?)
agreed, on the motion of Mr. J . Murdoch,

cendnded by Mr, J.) Mllis,/to ierede® the

subscription to the Journal from 5/--to'6/-

per annum.

Mr, Baines: I take that as a compliment
to myself, and I thank you very much,

On the motion of the President, sec-

onded by Mr. A. Ireland, the peepee
report and balance-sheet were adopted,

FORWARD MOVEMENT.

The President submitted remits from

the Executive, placing the following before

Conference for discussion :—
1. That in spite of our Apiaries Act and

inspectorial staff, we are not making

nearly sufficient progress in the check-

ing of disease. In some districts it is

questionable whether disease is not

causing greater ravages than ever, and

we think the time has arrived for a

big forward movement in this connec-

tion. This assumption is supported
by the resolution forwarded by the
Clutha Valley Branch, whilst the re-

commendation by the beekeepers as-

sembled at Ruakura indicates that in-
creased vigilance is necessary to pre-
vent the introduction of Isle of Wight
disease into this country, and that

importation of bees, queens, and honey
should be immediately stopped.

:

2. That in order to carry this out, we ask

for the immediate appointment of a

Chief Apiarist and an enlarged staff,

3. That some new system of grading should
be adopted in order to relieve the. in-
spectors, and make it possible for
them to concer

i i

‘oncentrate on the inspectio
work,

oe

cae J, Ellis (Poverty Bay) said that

foul-brood was greater than ever before
in his district,and ufless there was proper

oe andl the Apiaries Act enforced
ey were going to have considerable

BEPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF N.Z.

that the Journgl had ‘trouble. His Branch had come to th, ™¥

d| inspectors should be

ee

elusion that there should be

Apiarist, also an increase in the ny,

of instruetors, and that the powers of
imcreased. He

been through a great many apiaries ,

their local inspector, and he found

there was more foul-brood in Povert
than there was ten years ago.

Mr. L. Irwin (Southland) said tha,
dividual members of his Branch haq ,

pressed their strong desire that
«

Government should take action to ep

foul-brood by appointing a Chief Apj
and providing an enlarged staff of in

tors, with powér to prosecute those
do not comply with requirements

coping with foul-brood. Southland
keepers said that the thing had to be q

with, and dealt with effectively. hi

self was willing to be taxed one shilj

per hive per annum in order to pr

for the additional inspectors.

TH

|

Mr. E. W, Sage (Auckland Proy

Branch) said that he endorsed the re

of the two previous speakers; in the Ng

they heartily agreed with the proposit
put forward by Poverty Bay and Sony

land.
:

Mr. W. B. Bray (Barry’s Bay) move

‘<That this Conference urge on the Gov

ment that the Apiary Division be made

separate Division, under a separate ditt
tor, responsible to thle Director-Gener

direct.’’ He said that the Apiary Divisi
was at present tacked on to the Hor
cultural Division, and there was no Cli
Apiarist; none of the graders and insp@
tors could do anything without consult,

the chief of the Division, and he was!
orchardist first and last and the whole@
the time. They could not, however, blal
him, but at times it looked as if there ™
no control of the Apiary Division—no.c®
plete control. They should get the Apis
Division separated; they would then 48
a chanee of the industry receiving the!
tention it was entitled to. 4

Mr. J. Rentoul seconded, and said thee
the industry was sufficiently large to ha™y
a separate Division, q

Mr. C, J. Clayton’ said that after ®
existing legislation having been in ¢™@
ence for 15 or 16 years, it was undoul™
that foul-brood was on the increase. |
had been his business to go reund 2%
the apiaries, and there was more fm
brood about at present than there ws

or 16 years ago. It was not confined |

box hives; his experienee was that t®

=

was more foul-brood among bees it
*



Se

More inspectors
or

me uve, were

om ne menea wonder to him how the
Tye

Me nt inspectors got over the country
:

pent opading and judged honey at

na The judging and attendance at
LS,

oe should be cut out, and the in-
a ¢ i

d da. should ‘concentrate on fighting
Pood. An intelligent woman could

;

: n,. G. Ward said that he supported,

4 all the influence he held, the ad-

pthfor more inspectors; it was quite
shat the present imspectors could

Doverthe ground and give satisfaction:

Prcould not administer the Act,

Ar. tT, Clark said he had no doubt that

were agreed as to what was wanted,
not as to how they wanted it. Bee-

pepets felt that Mr, Kirk, the head of

je Division, was an out-and-out orchardist;
mt he could not say that Mr. Kirk had

mt given them a fair deal. The reason

wekeepershad not got sufficient was be-

guse they had not asked in the right way.
hey had not put sufficient ‘“punch’’ into
lat they had asked.

he mover and seconder should discuss the
natter with Mr, Campbell.

The President asked My. Campbell to

Beak on the subject.

‘@ f. Campbell said that he did not want
) say anything that would influence the

(onferencd one way or ‘another to do

anvthing it would otherwise do. As to

he proposal for a separate Apiary Divi-

@

on, they had the principle that ‘‘ division

@’ weakness.’’ If a small division were

‘Beeated, it was probable that beekeepers
pe ould get less consideration than they
igWere receiving at present when they were

Bttached to what was really a_ small

‘Sivision, What they should go for was
i Chief Apiarist attached to the Horti-

Bltural Division; they would thien get
Bctically what they wanted. Mr, Kirk

21 been, striving for everything that the

Bsociation had been working for, and had

#°°. striving in every way: he had files
1 his office that proved that, but the final
Kision did not rest with the Division.
" they formulated their scheme, and ad-

Hated it with sufficient ‘‘punch,’’ they
“ould get all the assistance Mr, Kirk could

tive them, It was the beekeepers. who
“ust convince the Department, the Direc-

“r-General. and the Minister. He thought
that they would get om better by going for

AChief Apiarist and for am increase in the
Inspection staff.—(‘‘Hear, hear’’) This

thould be done by showing the Director-

General and the Minister the absolutene-

Fessity, in the interests of the industry,

REPORT OF CONFERENCE,1999
Bg ONDEa att hatha

:

He suggested that.

AEERESaggea sl ght!
for foul-brood bein

;

impossibility at
employed by the De artment
ser beekeepersWeraneshould go direetly for clean:et

Ly Jeaning
up

distri

hes eee existed; it dt debuntieexeepers how that wag done so ].

.

!

:

ae.
it

Ce done. By doing this they woulde wos‘ing along the lines that the Divi-sion had been working in their behalffor some considerable time,
Mia A Trelandmovéd as an amendment

and Mr, W. E, Barker seconded—‘‘ Thatthis Conference urge upon the
the necessity
Chief Apiarist
of inspectors, ’’

The President suggested to Mr. BrOC AVLY, a
that he should withdrawhis motion,

:

Mr. Bray said that he was inclined to
stick to his motion.

Government
for the appointment of a

and an increase in the staff

The amendment was put, and was de-
clared carried. A show of hands was de-
manded; only ten voted against the amend-
ment.

On being put as the substantive motion,
the amendment was declared carried unani

mously, :

The President: I would like to convey
to Mr. Campbell the fact that we are

unanimous about this business, and that
we are in earnest about it: we want some-

thing done; we don’t care how it is done,
but we do want foul-brood controlled from

one end of the Dominion to the other, and

an end put to the present——
A Voice: ‘‘Tinkering.’’
The President: Yes, tinkering. It will

pay the Government—it will pay the

country to do it; and it will increase the

wealth of the Dominion,

ISLE OF WIGHT DISEASE,

Mr. B. G. Ward meved the following
portion of the Executive’s first remit:—

‘‘That increased vigilance is necessary to

prevent the introduction of Isle of Wight
disease into this country, and that the im-

portation of bees, queens, and honey should

be immediately stopped.’’ He said that

they could claim that in New Zealand they
had as good bees as could be got, and foul-

brood was the result of importing queens
from other countries. Foul-brood being in

the country was spreading wholesale.

Mr. C, A, Jacobsen seconded,

Mr, A, Ireland said that a similar remit
was agreed to unanimously on two previous
occasions, Had nothing been done? Why
should it be passed again?
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The President: We have to do a lot of

things again.
6: |

Mr. F. C. Baines said that Mr. ae pe
him the previous week that he had ae
the matter before the Government fo1 }

years, and had urged the prehibition -

¢
the importation of queens, bees, anc honey.

There was a big risk in importing honey
from Australia, where the

‘‘

disappearing
trick’’ disease was. prevalent-—a disease

that little was known about. There was
danger of the disease being imported with

the honey. .

Mr. W. B. Bray said that the ‘‘D.T.’’

disease had been in existence for the past
15 years. The Victorian Bacteriologist
sent to New Zealand for some bees, and

found that the ‘‘D.T.’’ disease existed in

the Dominion.
:

Mr, Irwin said that Mr. Kirk apparently
had done all he could; there was someone

higher up than jhe Division who had pre-
vented the beekeepersfrom getting satis-

faction, and was blocking them. How

were they to get their ‘‘punch’’ in?

Voices: ‘‘Members of Parliament.’’

Mr. Irwin: We should get our ‘‘punch’’
in there as quickly as possible.

Mr, Sage said that while this prohibition
was desirable from the beekeepers’ point
of view, was it fair, seeing that New
Zealand was exporting quite 75 per cent.
of its honey, to prevent honey from other

_

countries coming in?

Mr, Gardener strongly objected to the

importation of bees; but the life of a

queen was only four or five years. At

' the end of ten years what sort of bees

- would there be in the Dominion?

_
Mr. MeLean: Why cannot New Zealand

eed ae good bees as those that are im-
rted?

F Mr. Davies said that his Branch had
| passed a strong resolution on the subjeet.

Mr, Watson suggested that if ‘‘honey’’
were cut out of the motion, it would be
agreed to without opposition.

Ty? .
.

aT he mover and seconder agreed to the

deletion of the word ‘‘honey’’ from the
motion, which was then unanimously
agreed to,

GRADING HONEY.
The President said they now came to the

third remit from the Exeettive:— ‘That
some new system of grading should be
adopted in order to relieve the inspectors,and make it possible for them to concen-
trate on the inspection work.’’ He sug:
gested that representatives present of the

fet aEEeop mada
/ . an

NZ; Co-operativeHoney Py

mi

Odden)
ciation should speak on the nee 7

Mr, C. F, Ryland said that thew,
had realised for some time that thehe wre
system of grading was not entiren 4

factory—it was not sufficiently ole :
enable them to satisfactorily Ope_
kets in countries other than Great wa
The matter had been before the tel A

/Directors, but all the necessary dat
A

not been collected, nor had there&
an opportunity to go into the matte ,

the officers of the Department. ; »
had informed them that they woulj»
an opportunity to talk the matte; ,

with Mr. Campbell and the three Gy,
ment graders in Christchurch.

The President said that they wa
some better system of grading ip ,

that the grading should not take pp

time of the inspectors too much. He

gested that Mr.. Campbell should @
with the representatives of the HJ
and report to Conference.

This was agreed to.

DEALING WITH FOUL-BROO Dy
Mr. W. Kennedy asked why uo pie

tions had taken place in respect
existence of box-hives in the Methvet
trict last year. He alleged that the om

of the box-hives did not destroy the

and honey.
:

Mr, E, A. Earp, Government Apa
structor, said that when Mr. hem
mentioned the matter to him lasi Y™
(Mr. Earp) sent inspectors to the US

They had rid the district of mos!
box-hives. No proseeutions lac
place, that being at Mr. Kennedy 5

wish, 7

Kath
Mr. Gardiner asked why Mr. '"

been guided by a beekeeper.

Mr. Earp said that he had *™*
necessity for prosecuting, as the)5
able to get rid of the box hives “y
going to that length. They were "a
all instructors and then inspectors, a a
Department ’s policy was to prosecul’
as a last resort, j

DISTINCTIVE MARKS ON cacy Be

Mr. Eat?
we 4:.*" di

seen

Replying to Mr, Treland,
that if all the cases submitted

©

uniform grade, then they were P*) ]

one lot; where there was a notice’”
am |

ference in the colour or flavew's |g %
necessary on the part of the beekeel”@

‘mark the eases, as it assisted grat Ling: 4

r
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[IES FOR BREACH OF Acr,

_. Ellis moved:— ‘That the Conference

a that the maximum penalty for
ip

of the Apiaries Act be increased ,

PppnAL

~

aches
£20. ,

‘ge Baines seconded, and said that Mr,
yr

ad brought the matter before the

es, but nothing had been done.

bell said that owing to Parlia-

Pat concentrating on war legislation,it
iF peen impossible to get the Apiaries
amended. It might be possible to get
Gnended during the coming session,

the President suggested that the motion

pul incorporate a remit from the Grey-
oth Branch that the minimum penalties
mld be £2.

This was agreed to, and the motion was

jopted.

FREMOVALOF HIVES AND BEES.

Mr. Sage moved:—‘‘ That no bees, hives

jappliances shall be removed from one

mty to another county without the

mttenauthority of the inspector for the

fistrict.’’

“Mr, Ellis seconded.

‘Mr. Bray suggested that the prohibition
hould be ‘‘from one place to another,’’
nd that the Act should be amended by
fleting the word ‘‘knowingly’’ from the

etion dealing with the removal of bees,
ves, and applhances.

Wile

ik ha
thoritl

Mr, Camp

‘The motion was discussed at some

meth.

Ma.Campbell said that an amendment
Ethe Act would be necessary. Certainly

Omethingmore definite should be done in

Pspect of the removal of bees and the

read of disease in that way. He thought
bat the motion should refer only to bees,
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ec | oepeemireeee beetshea SL

1920,’

11

gather neetar gives a

characteristics in the
n Colour the

almost black;

honey having its own

qualities mentioned.
y varyfrom water white to

In Havour from th scious
white clover to the nauseous sabes‘audIn texture from honeys that extract quiteeasily to honeys that refuse to leave thiecomb at all. Added to this is the facz
that. beesmay and more often than not are

gathering from varying sources, and that
therefore nearly all of our honey18 mixed
mn the hive, and on that account the varia-
tion is still greater. Under these circum-
stances the marketing of our honey is
made very difficult, and very often results
in a good deal of dissatisfaction. We
have no standard, known on the market
on which we can quote. What has been
done has been to class the honey accord-
ing to colour—water white, light amber,

}medium amber, and dark,—but each of
these colours represents a range of colour
equal to one-fourth of the range from
water white to dark, They also represent
a range of some five or six other qualities
on which they are graded, the outcome of
the whole ‘arrangement giving such diver-

sity of result that no standard of any use

to a business man on the market is arrived
at. The proof of my contention in this

respect is available in the business of the

H.P.A. When it was determined to push
our present system of sales on the local

market, a standard became at once neces-

sary. The elassification and grading of

the Department gave no standard, and

therefore was of little use. The only way
to get a uniform standard is to blend to

one colour and flavour, or as nearly so as

possible. This is being done at Auckland,
and the results are proving very satisfac-

tory, though in the south the standard

set is regarded as rather dark. Still the

object aimed at has been gained—the
honey is being sold for forward delivery

ves, or appliances when they changed

Whership;
oe

: beekeeper shifting bees of his own to

l

out-apiary in another county.

The motion was agreed to.

HONEY AND METHODS OF
HANDLING.

t read the following papet:

‘Mr. Chairman,—l am down on fon! 4
Bamme to open a discussion on rand

Kt of ‘‘Honey and Methods mi one
me.’?’ In order to’ be concise and to

s
bint, I have put what T haveto sayof

Aper, Tt is a common saying eciaanalicMaces are exactly alike it 18 oa ) phen
Ble in the case of honey. ir anilf

exactly alike ip colour, a ue hees
xture. Fivery plant from which the

‘The Presiden

that would not interfere with! and according to standard.

| With regard to Government grading,
i while I disagree with the schedule adopted
| as being unnecessarily complicated, I ad-

'mit that the classification by colour is all

ithat can be dome—that is, as long as gra:l-
ing of “individual beekeeper’s lots is done;

but I maintain that the system of grading
for the individual will break down; that

as our industry grows it will prove more

and more unsatisfactory, until something
is found to take its place,

After a good deal of consideration, |

have come to these conelusions:—

1, That in order to suecesstully market, it

is necessary to standardise, both in

quality and eolour of the honey, and

in package,
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2. That the only way in which that can

be done is by blending and packing
in a factory; and

3, That a simplifted form of grading deal-

ing with samples from 5 or 10-ton

lots, instead of as at present from
each individual 60 1b. tin, should then
be adopted.

I do not wish to find fault with our pre-
sent system. It has done good work, but

we live in an age of progress, and the

time has come when it must be super-
seded by something better. We are grow-
ing, and the possibilities that lie before

beekeeping are far greater than most of
us realise. Let me use an illustration
that will make my point of view clearer.

Suppose that some twenty Dairy Com-

panies, turning out an average of 100 tons

of butter, are shipping at one port. It

would mean 2,000 tons of butter, but the

Agricultural Department can arrange the

grading of that amount quite easily. And
such is the confidence in their work that
their grade note becomes the certificate
on which the butter is sold. The grading
is greatly assisted by the fact that there

is very little variation in the quality of the

product. The managers in those 20 fac-

tories are all taught in ‘one school; they
are all working on similar lines. A stan-
dard of quality is easily reached, and the

buyer has come to, know that standard
so well that he buys with the utmost
confidence. But suppose that the 400 or

500 dairy farmers who supply those fac-

_

tories were to resolve to manufacture at

» home, and send their butter te the port
for grading for shipment. What about

it then? Some of it would be as white

as the milk it was made from; some of

‘It would) be extreme at the vellow end;
' some of it would be streaky; and some
_ of it would have other qualities. Texture

and flavour, and in some cases aroma,
would come in. Now, how is the grader
going to get a standard out of that lot?

Well, that is just exactly what our graders
are trying to do for us in honey. Perhiaps
you will say, ‘‘Yes, but the butter is a

manufactured article, and the faults are

those of manufacture. Ours is a finished
article. Can we not by a simple process
of sorting out reach a standard?’’ No,
we cannot reach a standard; we may, if
we sort it out sufficiently, reach a dozen

standards, and the variation in each of
the dozen will be its main characteristic.
Suppose to carry our illustration a little

further, that Mr, Ryland had the job in
a co-operative way to sell the butter of
those 500 dairies, how do you think he

]

a
would go about it? He would haved 7
sorted out into, say, three gradeg al 40".e8
was received, blend each of the grade,| v8 al
a butter worker, and then have it gpaf ‘ hoe
for the market. ey

In our fruit industry we are up age.

the same trouble: we.want standard, ¢
export. These are, as in honey, fixed| pey
regulations, and the Government graq, ai!jr!

:
the judge of our success In Conformingae Ug
standard, We find that the indiviqyeft
orchardist, in nine cases out of ten, cam

*

handle his own fruit; he packs it, apo.
forwards it to the wharf, only to j, got?it turned down. We are compelled in 9m,th”

3
: ig

|

own interest to form companies and pag. b!°

packing sheds, and have the work (gam yo!
by expert packers who are not pergonggm in!
interested in the fruit. Then we gam?
an even standard of fruit and pack, gaastoi

the grader passes it as it leaves the gh of
3 1

In dairy produce it is a matter of ma a
“|

facture; in fruit it 1s a question of sori cy
and culling and packing; in honey jf Bp
a matter of blending to bring our jj
amber honeys to one uniform standg
and to do the same for medium and dy

My contention is that blending would]
for our honey industry what the factd
system and the packing shed ‘have done &
the dairy and the fruit industries, and th
we will never get a satisfactory soluti
of our marketing problem until we a

it. Further, the attempts to standard
by grading alone is costly and unfair
the industry, because it monopolises t

much of the time of the Department, a
cannot in my opinion succeed.

The opinion has been expressed that Mp.

factory handling will add to the cost! sta
the honey. I have not the figures to cM),
trovert that opinion, but the detail of

expense incurred under our present syst
judging by the amount of work done,
not much work is done for nothing th
days, will probably show that the fact
is very little if any more expensive)
may, when storage is taken into accoll
and certainly will when home work%
taken into account, prove a great sa it F
One of the great drawbacks to our prestl
system is the bogey of granulation. |
have to store our honey at home util
granulates. This may be anywhere [
two to six months; usually the riper t
honey the longer the time.” This del
coming at the end of a year’s work”
produce the honey, makes it a great tell
tation to try and realise in some oti
way. Most of us want the return for

year’s work as quickly as possible aft
it is produced,

aC

iy

~~.



mm ove been blamed for agitating in

wa! Me this change before the H.P.A,
;

@

vo

pou! adV to carry it out. My plea is

Bs i ‘rorward movement must come

it 2

he rank and file ‘of beekeepers,
‘ the H.P.A. nor the Apiaries De-

; will be any better than we make

do they want to be, Neither

ae are independent institutions, Their

fi ‘; to feel the pulse of the industry
ors

o*

_rtmel
Eom,not

to do the best they can for it. I am

Bealthat both of these institutions
|

By)come forward—Mr, Ryland for the

4. and My, Kirk for the Department—

Stell us What they are prepared to do

Pthismatter. T feel certain that as far

plending 18 concerned, Mr. Ryland fully

pognisesits value from a marketing
int of View, and that Mr. Kirk will wel-

me 2 system that would bring our honey
4 jine with dairy produce and fruit, and

ake it possible to do satisfactory work in

nding.

Tagree with Mr. Rentoul, whose work

Chairman of the H.P.A. I fully appre-

ie, that we must be careiul. As we

ke each forward step we must prove it,
mt don’t let us be too slow about it. We

now all about the early bird: let us follow

Mis example. :

‘Mr, J. Rentoul said the question of fer-

if™mented honey had engaged the attention

We the H.P.A., and they would lke to

(ee the Bacteriological Department take

i question up. As to grading, it was

Ml behind, and the only way out was to

Meade in bulk, and that could be done

(nly in bulk stores. Blending could be

Pore only by experts; the H.P.A. was

bing it, and had been fairly successful.

Toviled honey was delivered into bulk

ores, all the season’s honey could be

nded so as to get uniform eradus of

ach colour, and the season ’s output eould

fF graded in a few days instead of

onths,

Myr. C.F. Ryland said that the H.P.A,,
(Mich was purely a business proposition,
Be) decided that the depot system, on whe

i@eface, appeared to have decided pita’
Kes over the present system: # apnan
saving of time and money, an! m2
M@ituent better return to the producer, }

i'l been decided to start the exporsimeit
m a large scale at Timaru, very

x

f@ the lines indicated by Mr, ee,a
@'r. Ryland’s) opinion

“ee

T

sed

at
j ould be entirely snecessful. ae

aan
Me necessary for the regulations to

ne|
‘ . doubt the Depart: |

M™plified; he did not
Pent would be willing
Beult of blending 1”

Pew Zealand market,

to do so, As the

Auckland for the

the H.P.A. had sold
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delivered 500,000 Ibs
t

repeat orders in han
quantity. The price recesiderablyin advance of
obtained,

|

an d
of honey, and

d for a similar

ayod Was con-

at previousl
and consequently +

:

looked upon the oaeron Sk ae
degreeof satisfaction. He emphasisedthenecessity, in connection with the exporttrade, for provision being made fae a
grade lighter in colour than ‘‘white’’; the
New Zealand grade of ‘‘white’’ Wascon-
sidered to

ag‘ight amber’? in certain
overseas markets, which me

i
i

that it fetched 24.' to 2144
lee jen

than honey graded as

“

fetch,

Mr. Campbell said that anything con-

sidered by the Conference to be of ad-

vantage to the industry, or that went to

maintain standards and reduce labour and

simplify methods of handling and grad-
ing, would be very readily taken up by
the Department. If they could standardise
methods they would make considerable
progress.

d. less in price
‘‘white’’ would

In further discussion, speakers referred
to the favourable experiences they had
had in respect of dealing with honey in

bulk.

On the motion of Mr, Bray, seconded

by Mr. J. C. Gibb, the President was ac-

corded by acclamation a vote of thanks

for his paper.

‘¢PADDLING’’ HONEY: IS IT ANY

GOOD?

Mr. Fred C. Baines read the following

paper:—

T am going to preface my remarks by
5 5

. ra 3 Jy
making a few quotations from old Jour-

nals,
In August, 1914, I gave a description of

paddling honey for the elimination of a

coarse grain whilst it 1s granulating. In

December, 1914, Mr, F. A. Jacobsen gave

an article bearing out my ‘remarks. In

October, 1915, Mr. W. E. Barker says:—

‘‘Last season I gave ‘paddling’ a good

trial. Result: Five cases turned down by

much ;

the grader as too soft—a trouble I have

never suffered before.’’ In November,

14915, Mr, J, 8. Cotterell says:—*
‘

Honey so

| treated by me lost points Se whilst the
‘condition was not as firm as unstarted

honey:;’?? And in the same issue Mr,

Hopkins writes: —‘‘Whilst at Matamata [

accidentally stumbled on a scheme of im-

proving the texture (grain), and also to
‘a certain extent the colour of granulating
‘honey—-a simple process, to which no one
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14 NATIONALBEEKE
: ject On one occasion

ca takean Obieemovingsome Boot
See elowerpart of an nea DOTA[
ey Wasdrained from cappings rearr
that oes opanulated (though stil i ra

ee t frouldnot run through| the oat
fap.‘Therewas quite 100 Ths.intheean,
and.knowing that by stirring

nough to run, I

it ce
be made soft @

abt padidke
worked ++ well with a woocel aa

nn dt slowly tam through a a ide

having been properly strained, ‘ iat

honey apart from that, I was mai e 8.
Some time after, when it ae a a ce
armly granulated, I was surprise¢ ue e

the graim or texture of this honey mu

finer and the colour some what lighter than

that extracted from the same rae pate
giving the matter much thought, woi

‘dered whether the stirring of the honey

had made the difference, and as the jast

of the honey had been extracted I had

to wait until the next season before con-

ducting conclusive tests. The results of

several tests proved to my own satisfac-
tion that stirring. honey when commenc-
ing to granulate does improve it.’’

These remarks by experienced beekeepers

would naturally confuse any one who

really wanted to know whether ‘‘padd-

ling’? honey was a desirable thing, and

the object of this little paper on the sub-

ject is to bring about further discussion

on thie matter, as I personally believe in

‘‘naddling’’ for improving the marketable
value of our honey.

T have here a sample of honey as taken

from the tank previously to having 20 lbs.

of granulated honey stirred into it. This

was extracted in December, 1916, and as

you see is not properly granulated yet,
_ and what granulation there is is ‘very
_ coarse and sugary. The specific gravity of

‘this honey is 1.480, which indieates that
it is well ripened, but for all that it hasn’t

granulated. This other sample is the same

_hioney after treatment, which, you will

notice, is to all appearances a much

superior honey, with a finer grain, and

thegrader’s remark on the grade note was

‘A remarkably fine flavour for a dark

amber honey.’’ Grading, B Grade, with
89 points.

|

“e

The sample here is one of my last sea-

son’s crop taken before ‘‘paddling,’’ and
although extracted in February last

|

really not firmly granulated yet,
-

This

otherkample is taken from the same tank
after treatment, and here again you will

admit there is an improvement ‘in the
grain; also the colour is degrees lighter
lhe specifie gravity of this honey is 1.485.

is

EPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF y
ee

‘¢
7 2 7 Tr ya

|‘*paddling’’ now for five or six yea

Z,
a

{ think’ you will aly a,

light of my experience ni
of these samples, that 1. y.

th

my case that ‘tHaddlings“°

honey.
5

There is, however, just thi.
i

;
5 te

that, like many other goog ‘ee
be carried too far. Yoy ia i

whilst it is granulating fo 5 Sti/
that you will eliminate a} fee ag

et it into a condition resembi
densed milk, only a bit firmer, yi!
will have a silky appearanceheb
never granulate hard and firm,vce .

stirring has been carried toe /

honey has been turned, down,-
there have been cases a fod
has been allowed to granulate ua
has been turned down for soft otha:

e

be%y

P=
a

IT ean only say that I have Drae

the only honey I had refused for

was a smal] lot that I did not try
I didn’t think it was worth the try
but the result proved that it woulij

been.
My practice is to save about 30k

honey from the previous season, ¥

had been treated. This is put

kerosene tin, and then filled up wij

liquid. honey from the tank, any

stirred until it is in a liquid gra
state. The whole is put into the!

and stirred for about a quarter
hour with a paddle made of a pr
timber 9x 3x2 inches, with a broot

let in. The honey is kept well «

and allowed to stand three days, i

will be found to be granulating
through. It is then stirred evel
until it is in a state of liquid grant
when it is tinned off.

I hope these few remarks will Tes

a profitable discussion. |
The samples shown by Mtr. Baines9

critically examined by, the member
it was generally conceded that ti “
raised in Mr. Baines? district was “°°

improved by stirring.

A brief dise ussi on ensued, :

Baines was aneeorded a yote of ¢hans®

42 d

BEEKEEPING IN ENGLAND:
Mr, A, R. Bates gave an addr

‘(Beekeeping as I Found It in By
in which, he dealt with his expe
whilst acting as an instructor |"

ing under the educational scheme

by the N.Z, Expeditionary Force‘

ait?

signing of the Armistice.



ancedmit
“¢ twenty lectures and demonstra-

The Department procured a fairly

Dste set of apphances, charts, &c.,
gmp nive of bees, this being my’ first
BO

” on
to bees in the Old Country

Broduction tO matt?
paid eh for. the stock: a 10:frame

Bolestorey hive, Italian bees. They
Fre much more gentle than any I had

Br seen: we could handle them without

ptection of veils or smoke. T put about
my ‘diggers’? through the course, and

ft, with the other instructors’ efforts,
ould ensure a good swarm of new bee-

pepers for New Zealand. I wrote the

retary of the B.B.K.A., stating the

ok . was on, and asked for information

;to beekeepers in Devonshire we could

sit; also for literature that might be

fiul. I received no reply, but was sent

catalogue of beekeepers’ supplies. A

mber of beekeepers I met in England
mee had a similar grievance against the

.B.K.A., which appears a moribund insti-

ition. re
After a good deal of ‘‘fossicking,’’ I

fet a number of men in a small way of,
Isiness all keen on bees and interested

ery much in New Zealand conditions.

everal of them practised migratory bee-

eeping, moving their hives to the Dart-

loor Ilills in July for the heather flow.

here are thousands of acres of nothing
Mt heather, producing a dark aromatic

Ohey, the consistency of our manuka.

ections of this were retailing at 3/6 per Ib.

fl
nc (

alls.
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te only apiary of any size I visited in

Yevon was one of 100. colonies at Bucek-
ast Abbey run by the monks, quite as

P to date as anything in New Zealand.
Aeir hives and gear were Root’s manu-

acture, Amongst other items of interest

lere an electrically driven extractor and
|—gueen incubator,the latter being ‘neces:
ary owing to sudden drops in gomee e
netimes experienced, As Isle of

gn
isease had made great inroads among i
tes in the South of England, ihe mon i
Mere finding, it a. better proper tion te
Hise bees for sale. than produce honey.

three-frame nuclei were being sold aA
2 10s, Our party was made very ea
me, and shown over the. aplary. ant

lant. The brother in chiarge ene
8 success in’ combating dienephK0gee

Ng a good hardy strainOf | ite faice
bid spraying ‘Tzal’? 8 ot : 7 Whileat
Lcleansing flight by tHe,me vOS aativis
forquay I ‘conducted peor Oe oa if
Meekeepersto Bristol, on the

1920. 2

Seg eee ee
ne the “signitia,UFC Whe Stimistice, Cy Majok” Nottén’ “or” the ° Beste

Mysed and accepted the appointment Dominions. We were very hoscitahlae
as sructorin beekeeping uncer the IN tertained, and shown thie ices he a

|

py ionary Force education scheme. Ijing New Zealand honey for ae erepoll) at Torquay, giving a_ short; market.
S

v Me, XEvall
One cannot speak too

the care taken of our

of handling,

highly of

produce and methods

Later on I was transferred to London,
S

rad
S to beekeepers in Kent. 1

was invited to attend a Field Day ‘heli

by the Kent Association at Rochester, a

very pleasant outing. Here again I “was

unable. to get in touch with any commer-
clal apiarists. In company with a fruit-
growing party I spent a day at Wye Agri-
cultural College, which primarily is de-
voted to fruit culttre and research work
on diseases, and has a sideline on beekeep-
ing, just being started with about a dozen
colonies. My next visit of interest was to
Mr. Taylor’s Bee Supply Factory at Luton.
I was particularly interested in his Weed
foundation plant, which was turning out

one and a-half tons weekly, though very

poor quality in comparison with American
and New Zealand makes. Mr. Taylor was

acting as distributor for the Government
of imported supplies, and was storing
1,000,000 sections landed from America.

The Government has a big re-stocking
scheme on hand, and is importing thou-

sands of stocks of bees from Holland. The

Duteh bees are slightly smaller than our

blacks. They were at first thought to be

immune to disease, but later experience
showed differently. Mr. Taylor had about

50 stocks recently landed, all in straw

skeps, which still exist in considerable
numbers. Beekeepers seem very adverse
to any control by means of Apiaries Acts.

A small party of us made a trip to Kil-

marnock Agricultural College, where the

bee expert, Mr. ‘Tinsley, showed us over

the apiary—60 to 80 colonies. A number

of cadets were being trained similarly to

Ruakura, and a considerable amount of

research work in connection with bee

diseases was undertaken. Mr, ‘Tinsley
wished: me to send him samples of our

honey, stating sources from which it was

gathered, for analysis, He stated that

foul-brood was no scourge with them, and

they never destroyed a comb because of it.

They de-queened, and allowed the bees

to clean it. up. He also had a firm con-

vietion that the germs were never carried

in the honey. In reply to questions, he

stated that. he referred to ropy American
foul-brood, Must be milder than ours!

IT witnessed a demonstration in handling
bees at Norwich Show, and had a very

interesting chat with the gentleman in
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charge of the bees. “He had a Tee
docile lot of bees, and offered ie p Rome
me with a couple of queens To vaKe ing
with me, I thought the risk of import nd
Isle of Wight disease was too great,

a

Y
did not accept. He gave

me He eee od
several apiarists, including one with

1," a

colonies, but unfortunately marching
orders did not enable me to make a visit.

Beekeepers in England appear to be

under many disadvantages in comparison
with New Zealand conditions. Apart from

a more severe climate, which compels them

+o use double walled hives, they lack the
organisation and co-operation we happily

possess, The commercial men appear to
have nothing to do with the B.B.K.A., and
there is talk of forming a new Association.

The standard frame adopted in England
is not altogether satisfactory, being one-

third shorter than the Langstroth, and the

split top-bar is a good home for wax moth

and a nuisance to attach foundation in.

The hives in use appear to lack the sim-

plicity of design necessary for cheapness
and easy handling, and a number have

various contraptions attached that appear

anything but “desirable. The beekeeping
journals print a lot of advertisements for

drugs to cure or prevent bee diseases,
though most prominent beekeepers  pro-
nounce them useless, During the war,

owing to sugar shortage, the Government

would not allow any to be used for bee

feed, and numbers of colonies starved out,
Next season they had a lot made up into

candy costing 1/- a pound, medicated with
bacterol and coloured pink. <A_ slip at-

tached pronounced it unfit for human con-

sumption. Probably it was, as there were

menycomplaints of bees fed on it dying
On,

_ iI do not think at present we can learn

@ great deal from the British beekeepers,
except what to avoid, but some of the col-

leges devoted to research work should

“produce good results. We might with ad-

' vantage have similar institutions in this
 eountry,

“Mr. Bates
thanks,

was ‘accorded a vote of

IMMUNITY FROM DISEASE.

The President said that Miss Shepherd
had suggested to him that Conference
might discuss the question of breeding
queens for immunity from foul-brood,

|

:

A brief discussion ensued, and on the
President’s motion Miss Shepherd was

thanked for her suggestion, and was as-

sured that the Association would assist her
in every way possible.

,

me.

on,

Miss Shepherd said that she w, ‘4
the question tested at experiment,”i #7
tions—that it should be taken ee ty 90!

Government apiaries. She felt quiteTigai
that the thing could be done ig j, 7M

taken up with determination, —gy Wg
not think that private beekeeperg at (
be expected to experiment in the Mattes

PARLIAMENTARY ACTION.
Mr, J. McCombs, M.P. for Lyttelto, J

tended, and briefly addressed the Conty
ence, He suggested that a deputati.
from the Conference should wait oy i
members of Parliament for Canterbury
their next meeting. ‘

The President thanked My, McConf
for attending.

1 a
ee
ek
A

‘‘NEW ZEALAND FLORA IN REL’
TION. TO .-HONEY,”’ '

Mr, W. E. Barker read the follow
paper :—

Mr. President,—When the ever-pressiy
Mr, Baines urged me to contribute an q
ticle to this Conference on the flora g
New Zealand and its relation to our hong
I, like the ladies, felt I could not res
him; but I am an old man, well stricken
in years, and abominably lazy. I decide

to compromise, and give a re-hash of%
former paper read at the Beekeeper
Conference some years ago, which severtl

of our grey-heads will no doubt recognis
adding thereto a little that may be of i

terest to all honey producers.
It has been said that the native flom

of New Zealand was of very little usett
beekeepers, as the flavour of the hone?
derived from this source was so pronounce
as to be in some cases unmarketable. ?
would combat this statement: ‘tis tl

flavour of our native flora that gives
our honey that ‘‘click’’ which makes

lead the world. ‘‘Pure Clover Honey.
is but a tradesman’s term that has caug!
the public eye, but not its palate, ant ©
most it is am insipid article, and lacks
flavour. It is on a par with ‘Prime (i!
terbury Lamb’’ as a good selling names
Anyone contemplating setting up %

;
producer of prime extracted honey shoul
seo that his apiary site is contiguous
an area containing a good pereentase "
our native flora, so that the elover hor
he produces may have that added flavow!
that the publie appreciates,

This studying of the flora of our res?"
tive districts is not sufficiently practis’4
by our apiarists. A man should so kool
the nectar producing capabilities of ee
flora in the distriet his apiary is situaté

|

q



to work up his bees to be in a

to make full use of the flow as

along,, for in no industry is the
> more true than to that of the

fs roducer that ‘‘the race is to the

pone” .

» of our flora is undoubtedly very
That from the kowhai, for in-

Dice, is a8 bitter as gall, but as it

Pers so early in the spring, it serves as

. feed, and is all consumed by extrac.

Fe time. That from the fuchsia(Konini),

michshould be extensively cultivated and

peserved by all beekeepers, as it. is. so

Bailyand quickly grown, gives to our

ney that exquisite flavour known on the

fndon market as the ‘‘muscatel’’; and

hose Who are situated near the rata know

hat a distinctive and pleasing flavour it

ves to the local product. But it is more

me general admixture of the flora of the

fistrict as a Tule which gives to our clover

honeystheir superior flavour.

One very puzzling ,peculiarity of our

ative flora is the way it is at times

polected by the bees. ‘I have aforetime

mentioned how seldom they work the

‘manuka with me. This year the hini-hini

flowered most profusely, scenting the

whole air of an evening with its sweet

erfume; vet, notwithstanding the lack of

tlover blossom, it was totally neglected,
though assailed greedily by other flies.

The native vine also flowered in May, and

though visited by ordinary  flies—even

some of the hymenoptera—was unvisited

by the bees, though flowering close to

the apiary. Yet they seemed very busy,

‘and the cnly other available supply I

could think of they could prefer was the

Cape-weed, and that was almost con-

‘S§picuous by its absence. If the vine and

the hini-hini were producing nectar, whiy
Were the bees not seeking it? If they
Were not, what was attracting the other

flies? In fact, thie bees this season
seem

peculiarly contented—what with, I am at

a loss to discover. Perhaps they were,

like the Socialists, as they are
said to be,

just diving into one another Ss pt ae
ing, so to speak, from hand to mout ae a
all joking apart, I am inclined to

< a
that the true reason is that thoug se
hative flora flowered 80 profusely,it dic
hot to amy extent geerete nectal owing
to the lack of suitable atmospherie

,
‘ oubtedly greatly in-

thanges, which undou y
8 ws

fluence a good flow, for i

oA
a

Hen5
honey flow all over New Zealand; so whilst

ee , which truly can be said

ili ordinaryAy,| to mouth, stopped to
to live from hand

*

a aie: the
the flora’s scanty ‘’

bet . went to where the
more providen® “

juate to the energy
supply was more adequi

oe
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expended, It is rather +

that large familyof ai
ee that

Jants, the Coprasma,.
in our mountainous
icks of the colonists,

80 Well represented
districts, the micky-m

= conspicuous with their varied colouredeTr1es are non-nectiverious, dependin ontheir fructification to rude Boraa” iaother words they, like the nut-trees, are
aerobic,and hold out as a bribe to thebirds instead their bright drupes, who in
turn disseminate their species for then
over the land, te

A peculiarity about New Zealand trees
that does not seem to have been much
commented on by apiarists is that manv-
of them take two years to mature their
seeds, during which time they constantly
Secrete nectar, which is greedily collected
by the bees both in the spring and
autumn. f mention particularly panax and

lancewood, which hum with contented bees
at these seasons. Being situated near a

pateh of bush, I seldom resort to spring
feeding,

It should be remembered that all trees
are capable of producing honey from either
their leaves or from the combium layer,
or inner bark, given certain atmospheric
changes. This is not honey-dew, such as is

secreted by aphides, but true nectar. IL
have known a tree that for years had
been sheltered in a plantation, on its fel-

lows being removed, secrete such a copious
flow from its bark and leaves that it burst

the outer bark and produced more nectar

than the bees from the adjacent apiary
could collect, and a ‘perfect orgy of

drunken bees and moths ensued at the foot

of that tree. There the stored-up starch

of the tree was suddenly converted into

saccharine by exposure to the sun’s rays.

A still more interesting observation was

that recorded by Mr. Stewart, who found

the bees in the North of Auckland work-

ing the bracken fern, a well-known storer

of starch in its roots, but one that one

would never expect to turnout a producer
of nectar, So that at any time an apiary
situated near our native flora may derive

an unexpected flow from such sources. |

have no doubt it was from the irritating
of the bees in search of food at the base

of the patioles that originated in prehis-
torie days and permanently fixed the

nectaries from which the modern bee ob-

tains its main supply, and in the course of

ages greatly accentuated that flow. And

here we beekeepers become the friend of

the farmer. When the farmer milks his cow,

he induces a flow of milk into the lacteal

glands, and that induces the cow to pull
the grass to make good the loss; so, like-

wise, when the bees fossick for nectar,
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the same
they induce a copious flow of the same,

4

1 nd
which induces the roots of the plan sae
the leaf alembies to elaborate an (orn.
supply of saccharine. It 18 just mdand
nary application of the law of demand a

supply unspoilt by the go-slow GO

Anent whieh Mr, Tarlton Rayment, |

‘¢Money in Bees’’ (page 270), falls into

strange error. He says:—‘‘For it must }
4

.

"4 wat
r pp a

he understood that the flowers secrete
nectar only as an inducement to insects

to visit them, and thus carry the fertile
pollen from flower to flower. In this way
seeds are made fecund, and the specie

multiplied. For instance, a newly
*

rung
tree will yield honey very heavily in the
endeavour to have as much seed as possible
made fertile in order that the seed may be

perpetuated.’’? This is surely attributing
immediate reason to plants. What actually
oceurs is that the cooling sap supply from

the root system being cut off, the over-

heated sap gets turned into saccharine.

This is well seen when an apple tree gets
ring-barked by a hare; it may bear fruit

for two or three years, and each year
the frifit is more and more highly coloured.

Thus also we induce pears to fruit freely
not beeause the pear thinks it will no

longer be able to reproduce its species,
but because under ordinary circumstances

it produces such a ready flow of sap that

the Jeaf alembies without its curtailment
cannot transform it into that quantity of
reserve saccharine matter which we desire,
and call pears. Again, at page 246, in
a vather obscure paragraph, when touching
on ‘*rung’’ trees, he makes the somewhat

amazing remark: ‘‘

Possibly honey secreted
under such circumstances is ‘deficient in

some of the elements necessary for the
maintenance of bee life, that honey from

any plant during normal life should be
detrimental to insects, it is hard to be-

lieve,’’ &«. The contrary is the case; one

can well believe that the large family
of encalypts in their young and vigorous
stage may often secrete a nectar
terious to bees, yet that when “ynngty
that same nectar may become innocuous,
for the sun’s rays being able to re-work
and ripen the same in the cells of the
tree, eliminate in the process the dele.
ferious substance. We see this process
in our own flora, as in the case of our

#o-called poisoned honey, attributed to
Ranunculus rivularis, and possibly others,
No doubt in the gathering of that
honey, as with the eucalypts, a great
diminution of bees may be observed, ani
the honey brought in may poison those who
eat it; but if given time in the hives
fo artificially ripen, the delterious sub
stance is driven off, Very likely, 1 think

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF N.Z.

dele-

ontne
this may account for the apy,'

J

¢ Teale pare
in New Zealand of the Gatien |

times: the bees become Heese aa

if as thoughtful as Mr, Bar Shy») ‘
to think plants are, they toh Seal
‘Thanks, no more to-day; thatLe ,

gave me a pain.’’ In point o¢ ptt
trarywise, how little mind entersi’ 04

economy of plant life may he Suda;
the ease with which we foo] lant
producing double flowers,

Siy

‘‘Wxulting Nature so delights,
So riots in profusion, she
Twice over does her work for glee
A tangled intricacy first she weave
Under and upper growth of bush and
In rampant wrestle for ascendancy i

The botany of New Zealand as a wy
is of a most interesting character,
has run foul of my geological studie,
many points; and these points affect ;
the bee industry. From a geological pg
of view, New Zealand is. most. interest
as being evidently’ a relic of an anda
continent, now plunged beneath the deg
of the sea, extending from the Antag
to South America, and also to Nor
Island. A_ great preponderance of

|

plants are identical with those of Tum

del-Fuego—i.e.,. out birches (or Figg
which by the by is often the beckee
bane on account of its being so. lil

to be attacked by aphides which secrete

large amount of honey dew—Fuchisia (8
corticata), pepper-wood, kowliai, bre
leaf, ‘veronica, &o,. This to a_ geolog
points to a land connection at. some

date. Then came on apparently a g&
change in our climate with its concomtt)
fight for existence amongst things |i"

and gradual change of foliage to meet
same. As the poet, Shelley, beavtf

put it—

‘Those wastes of frozen billows that

hurled

everlasting
Poles,

Where matter dared not vegetate ot I

But ceaseless frost round the vast *

snowstorms round !
By

tude;
Bound its broad zone of stillness, at!

loosed,
And fragrant zephyrs there from ‘!

isles

Ruffle the placid) oeean-deep, that X
Its broad bright surges to the sl!

sand,
Whose roar is wakened into ee"

eee
bi

To murmur through the heaven breal

groves, re
And. melodise with man’s blest ™

t here :
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1Seal a to live, a blade of grass to i dag

Sy
et

ae the shrill chirp of the greenMaapere & ,t Ne Bard ‘s love

he sultry silentness alone,> Ce oke on the
.

ot yeem with countless rills and shady
1 Ge woods,
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nfields and pastures and white cot-at’ 39

’‘ind
@ tages.

fys evidently our laneewood, which in
F

young state 1s such a characteristic
Bture in our bush, having a mid-rib So

mghthat im the early days we used to
,

them for hoot-laces, in a warmer

Pate had such a stout mid-rib. to sup:
Ay a very broad Jeaf, when it had to
serve its powers to exist, it lessened
S

obresdth. But should the climate
mage gradually, onee more, in the course

: ages, it could onee more revert, so

mgas in its cell-contents it preserved
ns embryological structure: The lance-
ood is a prolific honey producer, often
‘the autumn, and. is strictly dioetius-—
pb,the plants are either male or female.
ow, this is another interesting fact that
joints to the great antiquity of New Zea-
nd. No other country has so niany plants

ither dioetius, or partly so. Now, being
fationary is a distinet handicap to plants
a the race for life, for when they want
;mate they can’t go in search of one,

mt have to trust to the wind or to insects
) bring them that blessing. /Here T may
ay we are up against one of the greatest
Mysteries of the world, which makes it

®me worth living in—that is, the delibe-
fate bribing by Nature of the higher

ts to do its requests. Here, for in-

nee, we see a beautiful red fungus
soe collenzoii) protrude its fingers out

Bp”the earth. We stoop to pick it,
paid are repelled by its offensive odour.

thehungry blue-bottle, on the other hand,

Hoops, deluded, on its mid-flight in search

H carrion, sups of the fetid mass, and 60

nifils Nature’s desire by carrying its con-

lained pollen masses to the next fungus
Hat peeps expectant out of the neighbour-
lv soil, So with plants of a higher order:
le

find them also holding out bribes v0
“rds, bees, and other inseets to do thenlehests, Our greatest scientists draw seeslefeated before these simple facts. 5 aia vi
Proféssor Bergeson sagely peg Ba

Laelia et
8 nearey to God than reason,

aie strange is human pride; :i he Thatthose living painge,
To whom the fragile bladeof BrAse

That springeth in the morn

“And perisheth ere HOOK,PTs an unbounded world;
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I tell thee that thos

eee Mansion is th
© Viewless be

|

& smallest
eas

© IMpassive atmosphere,
at ace and live like man:‘ei affections ipathi

Like his, produce the weeRuling their moral state:
’

ae the minutest throb
”

é ngTmonghtheir frame diffuses
ih

€ slightest, faintest motion,§ fixed and indispensableAs the majestic laws
That rule yon rolling orbs,’?

ings,
Particle

—Shelley,

ae end have,therefore, expected to

h
NIG W ealand the home of the honeyee, and so it may have been in by-goneages, and probably the species Apis Dor-Sata, the giant bee, now of India. But

the same rigorous climate may have chased
them away to warmer latitudes, their only
representatives being now the small soli-
tary bee that makes its burrows in the
roadside. When I was a boy many a deli-
cious feast I have had of honey and bee-
bread—and mud—by inserting a straw in
their holes and extricating the sticky mess.

They, however, can have done little to-
wards satisfying the natural desires of our

Dioetius plants, so it is interesting to note

that birds stepped in to reap the rewards
so richly held out to them. (In passing, I

may mention we have another interesting
case of this in the weeping willow, another
dioetius plant, a native of China, so useful
to us for early spring feed. When the

Pilgrim Fathers touched at St. Helena on

their. way out to New Zealand, they
brought over willow’ cuttings from

Napoleon’s tomb; by accident they brought
only the female plant, so every spring we

have the widowed willow weeping for its

mate, and producing thus for us a flow
of nectar.) Thus in the course of ages
a race of honey birds was developed, and
so we have our beautiful songsters, the

tui and the mako-mako—‘‘ Eaters of honey,

honey sweet of song.’’ In fact, if you
look up our early works on bird life, you
will find the latter described as of two

varieties—one having a red head and one

a purple, Closer investigation, however,
showed our ornithologists that this colour-

ing was due to the birds, whilst supping
up the nectar of the flax (Formium Tenax),
getting their heads dyed red by its pollen,
and whilst feeding on the fuchsia carrying
away its characteristic purple pollen, For

our secientifiefriends are not infallible,
When I first went in for beekeeping, I was

greatly puzzled by some purple material

my hees were throwing out on the alight-
ing board, |'T sent some to one of our

leading professors, After T had posted it
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IT was reading in the bush, when a mako-
mako alighted on a fuchsia, and stuck its

head in one of its blossoms. in a flash
came into my mind the thought,

‘‘ That is
where. my purple material comes from.
A collectedsome, put it under the micro-
scope, together with some from the hives;

thev were identical. Next mail; to my:

great amusement, came a letter from the

professor, saying 1t was new to him; was,
he thought, the spore of some kind of

fungus, and he was trying to germinate
it!

It is the inconspicuousness of most of

the native flora that makes us under-rate

its value. The broadleaf, for instance, is

a prolific honey producer, yet I expect few

of you have seen its flower, Pitosporum
eugenoides (or Golden Mapau Tarata of the

Maoris); forgive the big names, but re-

member that most of them are Greek or

Latin names that, to a botanist, contain in

brief some leading characteristic that helps
him to classify them, Thus, Fuchsia excor-

ticata—the fuchsia that sheds its bark;
and in this instance, ‘‘eugeneoides’’ comes

from the same root as our word ‘eugenics,’
for this is a partially dioetius plant—1.e.,
if you find the pistil well developed, you
will find the stamens wanting, or vice

versa; is most conspicuous, and at times
a great honey producer, Panax, or oil-

wood, is another; manuka, many bee-
keepers tell me, is much worked by bees,
but is strictly overlooked by mine. Till
this season I have never seen a bee on a

manuka bush; but after a heavy day’s
rain, followed by sunshine, I was surprised
to find them busily at work on them; then
the hini-hini, or white wood, the kowhai,
the parsonsias, the passiflora, the supple-
jacks, the muhlenbeckias, the hoe-hoe, the

ribbon wood, lyalli, the wild Irishman,
the Spaniard, all the veronicas, likewise

_ Myrtis bullata and Carpodetus serrate, the
Puta Puta Weta of the Maoris. (Note_

how they too named trees by some leading
characteristic) ‘‘

Puta-puta-weta’’—i.e., the
tree full of wood-devils (crickets’ holes)—
all add their quota in due season, The

rata, too, though often so coy to open her
lips to the vagrant lover, is not to be
despised when she does blossom out:—

‘*

Flowersthat with one searlet gleam
Cover a hundred leagues, and seem

To set the hills on fire,’’

Then we have the native brambles (Rubus
Australis), better known as bush lawyers,
80 painfully known to us all, indeed, who
otherwise love the bush,

elover or trefoil (Trifolium—fortyns

iar.
twine of prickle. MES fing
it touch you cuts iosek |

you pass throng) brian
“y

~

‘““That vile

Whieh if

Where’er
bush. ’

The bidabid also, whose clever },
come attachment to ladies’ ie,tn

many of you have experienced qu
wandered up our beautiful bush
The yellow clematis, whose fra <a
entices the passing bee to ‘sup z ie
the native onion too, or the field|
be a more true and poetic term, the

matapo, the currant wood, the scnisigg|
raioullias, the astelias, the meinuli|other of our alpine and swamp org »,
not be overlooked. Nor must we ¢
the flowers of our fields—the little vel

ily Wor

for you I forget the rest) is very pry
likewise the pelargonium and the

geranium each add to the sum total
makes our business pay. The cabbage
too (Cardelyne) gives a great vield
second or third year, though it is

blamed for thick honey. Our stately g

and totaras too, though giving us |

honey, are valuable for their pollen
duction. Fortunate individuals like

Clayton and I no doubt gather
from the beautiful mountain daisies |
mesias), whole fields of whieh belek
mountain sides. . {

Lastly, our orchids should not be ft

ten, if only to bring before you!
ingenious plans to bribe our friends:
bees to pollinate their species. Take
instance, corysanthes, a small specl®
which grows in our woods. Darwin 9
‘This orchid has part of its labellt
lower lip hollowed out into a great b

|

into which drops of almost pure watel
from two secreting horns which‘|
above it; and when the bucket is '

the water overflows by a spout on 0

The basal part of the labellum stan’’the bucket, and is itself hollowed i
a sort of chamber with two later)
trances. The most ingenious ™" |

never have imagined what purpose “" |
parts serve, Crowds of humale a |
the flowers of this orchid, not it °"
suck nectar, but to gnaw off ~

within the chamber above the bY",
doing which they frequently PY y
other into the bucket, and the! oy
being thus wetted they cannot
but are compelled to crawl 0

passage forming the spout,
The passage is narrow, 80

first rubs its back against t Ww
then on the glands of the pollen
whose viscid contents eling t.) of}
thus effecting the cross fertilisal!
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1oss0M,
should they visit. another

pst ‘aittlmeet with another involuntary
§ cae no doubt on a minor sgeale

Friesof orchids,
: * contrivances
an wonderful.

qual

Madies and gentlemen,it Seems very

‘able that we should be gathered here

jay, for a former citizen of Christchurch
 wodited With having first introduced
into Settth Canterbury. The story

4 that, being very much pestered with

hebottlesand hearing that the house-fly
Wascadomestica) drove it away, he went

sto Christchurch to procure some, return-
pwith a bottle full. This was in the
aching days. Arriving at Ashburton,
here twenty minues were allowed for
meh, he sat down to enjoy some. With
gpusual kindheartedness, he suddenly re-

mbered his flies; they, too, must have
me lunch, but with his usual impulsive-
ss, instead of putting the lunch in the
ttle, he let the flies on to the window-
es to forage for themselves. Then

me the cry,
‘*

All aboard, please!’’ and

tertain excited gentleman might have
een seen frantically endeavouring to re-

apture his flies! However, I believe he

reutually managed to capture some, and

ltortunately they were of mixed sexes.

lace with our many and diverse
ur

In fact, I know of
in other varieties

mm into his district of the Italian bee,
ut which a good story is told. He en-

fred of an apiarist what Italian bees
*t; being told one guinea, he ordered a
meen to be sent to him; and, expecting it

| ome as in the olden days, he sent
Wn his wool dray for it. On its arrival
ak, he had all the family rigged out in

48 and pillow-cases to see the new bees

eye. ‘Where are they?’’ says Mr.

“PP; Jooking into his empty dray, ‘‘Here,’

quoth the carter, producing with a

"1 the queen from his pocket.

Many are the kind acts Mr. Tripp erpe in this neighbourhood. 4 ae =44d not been many days Gaya
TEs i!

home when up trotted his weended up with’ nut trees, elms, oy Ohtehllanted all about in my iiss,
as = veeYe since been a great mie) pnd c

"5, especially the former, a ae onmg partly dioetius, nuts
Co

but e the
ees for their fertilisation, iecutind a

md, and thereforeae ae ee
Tete nectar as aD Vig

ee ;

p ace na camenkeamount or eeiaeticipation of the spring eA flowers or
Bn to the inconspicuous Feo

di
Wiss:

: ise will not develop
MStils whieh otherw

e was also responsible: wor the introduc- |
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It seems a pit y that the early
4;

i this Country did not plant uaetoeaanwusbasswoods,instead of plantations
oe

insignis; but I fear if they hadwould have made this country such »

to prepar € ourselbetter land which =

selves for that
surely lies before us,

€ nurse of all we know,the mother of all we feel,
& of death is a fearful

‘*This world is th
This world is

And the comin
blow

PO a brain unencom
of steel;

When all that we know or feel or see
Shall pass like an unreal mystery,’?

‘<The secret things of the grav
Where all but this frame

passed with nerves

© are there,
must surely

e,
Though the fine-wrought eye and the

Wondrous ear
_ No longer will live to hear and see;

All that is great and all that is strangeIn the boundless realm of unending
change,

‘‘Who telleth a tale of unspeaking death?
Who lifteth the veil of what is to

come?
Who painteth the shadows that are be-

neath,
The wide winding caves of the peopled

tomb?

Or uniteth the hopes of what shall be
With the fears and the love for that

which we see?’’

After a brief discussion Mr, Barker was

accorded a very hearty vote of thanks.

9 nuts.

DISCHARGED SOLDIERS AND BEE-

KEEPING,

Mr, E, W. Sage spoke with reference

to statements in a newspaper paragraph,
widely quoted, to the effect that on the

West Coast of the South Island, between

Reefton and the Waihao Glacier, bee-
keepers could make £8 per week. He said

that from what he heard, the distriet re-

ferred to was infested with foul-brood,
and he thought it very unfair that anyone
should make such statements as_ those

quoted, A picture had been painted that
he did not think would be ever realised.

During the past two years between seventy
and eighty beekeeping cadets had received

instruction at Ruakura, and to these men

the statements referred to would appeal as

very encouraging: so it was, if it could
be realised, His objection to the state-

ments quoted was not with the idea of

condemning the cadet system: he objected
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Mr. Bray endorsed Mr. nee svna
and said it was not fair ee eal “i
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to start beekeepimg im a di

foul-brood,

Mr. E, G. Ward said that he had ten

i 1

hig. advice was:

years’ experience, and his acy 1¢

. saa%

3
.

y qr mn ng 0 a &

oaxpect that you are goles
:nas Seal because

plain sailing all along the line,

you won't get it,

Mr. J. Murdoch said that he had been
invited by the Editor to express his views
on the statements quoted by Mr. Sage, and

he had done so, Two seasons ago he got

19814 Ibs, of honey per colony; from a

very few hives, he thought 26. He was

not a commercial beekeeper, but if a man

could average 200 lbs. of honey per colony

he would not do so badly. He was pleased
that the matter had been brought up, and

if anvone was to blame for the statements

quoted by Mr, Sage, he (Mr. Murdoch)
was, and he was prepared to take any

censure that Conference might like to pass

on him.

Mr. Sage said he was pleased to have

had the opportunity of hearing Mr, Mur-

doch’s explanation. The fact that Mr.

Murdoch had been able to get something
like 200 lbs. per hive was no eriterion. He

did not think that the paragraph quoted
represented the true position as relating to

the whole Dominion, or to either the Souti
or North Island.

The discussion then dropped, and Con-
ference adjourned.

In the evening a melter demonstration
was given by Mr. C. J, Clayton, whose

.
machine did very excellent work, both with
the cappings and with solid combs eut out
of the frames, The separator is very in-
genious and effective.

_
My, Clayton was given a very hearty

vote of thanks for the trouble he had taken
#0 give interest to the proceedings of the
Conference,

Mr, G, Simpson gave a demonstration
of his disposal of cappings by pressure, the
honey being removed from the cappingsby
being placed in a very strong press similar
to a Wax-press, but much heavier. The
Cappings: come out in a golid lum and
practically dry,

.

; a oe ’s remarks were followedih great interest, and the thanks
a? 4,

mianihana
, andthe thanks of the

were expressed to him.

SPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF W.z,

Te
iis 5me

Mr, JI. Rentoul gave his System of,

control, and as the members wig},,,
permanent record, he was asked 4,

the svstem in writing for the Touriar
Mr. Rentoul promised to do,

al,

Mr, A. R. Bates gave a system of

tering bees NOW being practised
.

naki by prominent men, which, ty :
deseribed, is shutting down the bees 4a
six frames by the use of a ivision-hy f
They are kept in this state until the ai
when they are fed with bout 1) i
of sugar syrup. This treatment retan
heavy brood yearing in the early sul
which in Taranaki is undesirable, a. r,
clover flow does not come on until abe
Christmas. "

Mi. Bates made it clear that he wag,
advocating this system for the whol
New Zealand, but simply putting forth,
information for the general interest, |

Mr. W. B. Bray gave an instructive,
dress on the use of escape beards, andq
snecessful use of them on hives withg
queen excluders,

’

The meeting adjourned at 10 p.m,

i
ij

tf

}
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SECOND DAY—THURSDAY,10th JUM
The Conference resumed on Thursday

10th June, at 10 a.m.

APIARY BOUNDARIES.

A paper on ‘‘Apiary Boundaries,’’]
Mr. R. H, Nelson, was read by Mra

Treland, who apologised for Mr. Nelson

absence, due to his apiary ‘having bee
destroyed by fire. The paper was as 1
lows:—- ;

At the last Conference the consensus &

opinion amongst beekeepers present ™
that something in the way of apiary Sl
control should be tackled by the Natioll#
otherwise Mr, Treland’s motion wt

never have been carried. Minutes ot I

vious Conference will show that this!
correct,

I had heard it stated often by
keepers that an apiarist had a moral Ts
to his loeation, bee flight taken 28 "V
mile and a-half round his apiary. To”
tain the opinions of beekeepers on !

important subjeet, I determined to
larise the most prominent beekeepers
world over,

[ Cireular. ]
6 CRFoe : wh

4

:

Sir,—Wouldvou kindly give
Opinion on the following questions:—
1. Has an apiarist, who is running 2 °.

mercial apiary, a moral right
loeation—that is, bee flighttaken ™

1% miles from said apiary?

me You

Pee

bee

ey
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'

fbig E gou think it ig,morally right for any
f pp0

.
mecommercial aplarist to dump an

to: F oth
.y within three miies, two miles,

al one mile from an established
mM

 apiaty? é

E vou cbject to having your opinion—
E

R Published in the N.Z, Beekeepers?
- journal; or (b) Quoted from the public|

nlatform at Beekeepers Conference?
Lthissubject is rapidly becoming of vita]

pportanceto the beekeepers of New Zea-

nd, 1 am asking as
a favour the opinion

Fthe most prominent beekeepers all over

r world.
o

The people chosen were, I should imagine,
ip representative bee farmers of their re-

ective countries, and their opinions were
38 edoubtedly of great value:—United
af ates, The A, I, Root Co., Dadant & Sons,

nd Dr. Miller, of Marengo; Canada, Mr.
[L. Byer, of Markham, Ontario; Mr. Hol-
aman; England, Mr. Herrod Hempsall;
mstralia, Major Shallard; New Zealand,
fr, James Allan and Mr, T. Hopkins. Asp

answers to these. questions are here
Md can be read, T need not quote them,
m Miller was very ill at the time my
orcular reached Marengo, hence his silence.
ir, Isaac Hopkins has net answered at all.
‘Mr. J. Allan, President of the National,
sthe-only one who answers the first ques-
tn in the negative. The second question
ou will see he has side-stepped. Mr. Allan
ellsus in his reply that he has been bee-
teping for 36 years, &e. The Dadants
ave heen beekeeping for three generations,
Md they have no difficulty in answering.

re is a manly ring in Mr, Byers’ reply
eich is foreign to the puerile arguments
ithe bee pirate. I quote him:—‘‘Self-
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irk will }will explain why bet

Mr,
that it would have
least one of. your
the Exeeutiy

do not.
€ present, he
ter than Te

no doubt
tO doubt

} an here,
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President,may [I suggest to you

been advisable that at
oh Committeehad attended

explained to NEace ‘i

Wellingtonamd
whit ‘those sis dace ate pateutivgjustPla CLAUSE: eg, Tide -

couldnot be done divhughtienetheBeekeepers’Journal, It was my aestion after the Executive meetingto explaithe deficienceg in the Baines’ two ie anewhen if found that Mr, Baines refusediepublication;and he tells Mr. SmedleyofTe Awamutu (Journal April Ist): “Thismatter is still open,’?

The longest way round seems to be the
shortest way home here. Tf one of your Com-
mittee. had attended the Executive meet-
ing, or the Journal been open for a free
and open discussion of the whole position,it may have saved some time and bother at
this Conference, |

Mr, President and gentlemen, from cor-

tespondence that I have received since this
discussion was commenced in the Journal,
I am convinced more than ever that legis-
lation is necessary in New Zealand to con-

trol apiary sites. Foul-brood is the bogey
or herring just at present. What does
this read like?

Re foul-brood, a beekeeper, not 1,000
miles from Christchurch, approached me.

‘*T hear you have had some people dump-
i

as el to you, Bob. Is that so? Iing bees close to you, Bob.

answered that it was so upon two oceasions,
‘*

Well; I’d have fixed them,’’ said he.

pect and self-interest prevent us from

Ong so, Lack of the first qualification|

Mouldprevent me from looking my neigh-
or beekeeper straight in the face.’’

Mr, President and gentlemen, it was with
keen sense of responsibility and i

desire
© do well, to frame some measure ar

Puld control the unscrupulous person anc
Ve even-handed justice and right to everyke-farmer in New Zealand, that was the

Kpreme desire of your Committee when

Jey met in Wellington.
FY : i 4 ublication ofYour Committee, since the

P pba aeWye gix elauses that were then i
lave, instead of receiving Senet. pe7

?
« « *

> j su 1e€. ec : é

Tendly criticism, been
8

oat

pst dite raving, ott iymati
iJ to read. it

Ad)

e padpositwhether the Baines’ or any
"ttle to anyo

are put on the Statute Book
mrer clansod

auses cover the groundid el

Bong
as the said

e to state that the
Properly.

py

F

I ventur

‘‘T’d have given them a dose of foul-brood;
that would: have settled them.’’ And he

meant it.. He seemed to reason it out

thus:—-If this fellow is going te put me

out of this location, I am justified in tak-

ing whatever measures I think fit to put
him out also. Just so, and some of our

prominent members say that we don’t re-

quire legislation to control people who

evidently cannot see straight.

Now, as your Committee have done their

duty to the National to the best of their

ability, and their efforts have been re-

ceived by the heads of this Association
with contempt and scorn, I can go no fur-

ther, for the present, at anyrate,

In conelusion, [ would take off my hat
to’ Mr, T, W, Kirk, a gentleman in the
fullest sense of the term, whose unfailing
courtesy to all has been a wonder to us.

R. H. NELSON,



| his apiary.
' in different localities.

altogether too close,

ec canesNATIONAL B WEK PEPERS
,

cman
TOT

acnsninainn see

ecient ee
aaron enleae

Mr, Allan’s Reply.

“(T have your questions. —
1 ole hk A

heekeeper for 36 years, and pen si Hy

thie high position of | residentPoa pe
4ional, but you have got me he oS
answer shortly to the first, I would Bay,

in Europe where there are

There are places 2 Gr

1.000 colonies per square mile,— esetvead that this is so in parts of Holland.

radius of one mile and a-half

gome districts support more

than 1,000 colonies, and you. mightomy
wish to keep ten colonies. Would pee
fuse to let others who held the freehiol
of perhaps more than half of ib keep hees
also? The thing is monstrous. With re-

gard to your second question,you would
require to give more particulars as to dis-
twict before I could answer. As I have
all along said, I do not like monopoly im
beekeeping, so much so that | wouldprefer
to sit very tight on the man with out-

apiaries. My opinions are well known,

but you can use them as you like.’’

Now, your
might easily im

A. J. Root Company’s Reply,

‘¢We have received a carbon copy of

your letter of August, 1919, asking certain

questions on the matter of one beekeeper
locating an apiary near the bees belonging
to another. As you evidently have copies

of your questions, we are answering them

by numbers.

No. 1.—If an apiarist has been in the

eld for a year or more, or before anyone
else discovered it, he has a moral but not

legal right in this country to a location

within a mile and a-half to two miles of

The range of bee flights vary
On level land, where

the ground is covered with shrubbery or

trees, bees will not fly as far as they will

upon nake | land, or upon high ground where

bees can fly across a valley or a body of

water. In such cases they will go some-

times three or five miles, but on level

land they will rarely go bcyond a mile
and a-half, providing it is covered with

. trees or shrubbery,
No. 2,—T'wo miles would be safer, and

hree miles better yet, One mile would be

Ordinarily we should

say that other bee-yards should not be

located closer than three miles. This would
give a range for the bees of both yards of
a mile and a-balf,

No, 3.—You are at liberty to use our

opinion in any way you see fit.’’

Mr, Byer’s Reply,
‘Your letter to hand this am, Your

queries re the moral right of a commercial
Ieekeeper to his location (acquired by

ASSOCIATION OF NZ.
een

/

priority rights, 1 presume 4
to my mind some problemy that "Bb

TAY Fe oe

eult to solve. We are ary ieCOMMeya
keepers, [ suppose, a8 we depeng
together on the bees for our jy

ia|
va

7
Alinog, 7

WW

woe have bees in out-yards in visa
counties in Ontario, naturally illterd
what it means to have other, blac‘ng

near our yards. As to our eink
this phase of the question, { Found
say we would not think of placingMf
near an established apiary—woly.-hig

and self-interest prevent us from 60 4
Lack of the first qualification Would

a

vent me looking my neighbour heeke,
straight in the face; and secondly oyy

”

would suffer as well, as overstocking thea
less returns from capital invested jy be
But some intricate questions come upg
this line of ‘‘moral rights’? that 1 cong
are hard for me to solve. For ingtaneg:
I establish an apiary in a locality whg
there are few or no other bees. A fayg
who has lived there and owned Jand,
that place for many years vets 4 colg
or two. He becomes more interested;
bees (possibly from seeing results weg

getting), and he gradually increases |
knowledge of bees, and his colonies as w

till finally he has a large apiary, anf

location is overstocked. This is not fictig

as it has happened more than once.

farmer was there long before my bees wa

there, Have I a moral right to say}
should not have increased his bees on

own holding of Jand, while I have be
renting a plot only large enough tv av

modate our bees? But in so far 48 @
principles of the questions are concent

speaking in a, general way as_ betwe

commercial beekeepers, there can be 0
one angwer, and from what I have said|
the question you can easily see how

would answer it.

<=

You are at liberty to use what ! bi
said in any way you may see fit, and if

desired to further amplify any statemel

I have made, [ would simply say that #
Golden Rule is a mighty fine thing for

ce

mercial beekeepers to follow in the! “
ings one with another: it will preven! a
stocking, bad feeling, and a host of “
ills incidental to humans better thal 4
other thing I can think of-—verily *"

versal panacea.

While we are busily getting 0“ y
ready for a severe winter—we always

a severe winter here—you, on the gor
[ suppose, are getting ready for ®

of honey: quite a contrast,
on #

With fraternal greetings from 0" ol

other side of the earth,’’
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W Herrod Hempsall’s Reply.

a ‘HerrodHempsall (British Bee

yr.
) answers as follows:—*‘Question

rae, Yes, pee flight two miles from
wh

s 97
’

li
9, No. Os No.

Major Shallard’s Reply.
F

... ohallard, N.S.W., Australia, ‘re-

Majorgollows:—~*‘No. 1. Absolute moral

yes ©

ich was and is sernpulously ob-

ayall old beemen. At the same

{ ‘es sites must be fully stocked,

Beemanhas any right to trespass upon
Mor and should not go closer than

9
ae

Mr. C. P. Dadant’s Reply.

ur, C. P. Dadant (AmericanBee Jour-

al) replies:
—‘ ‘Question No. 1. I believe

has. 2. Not short of three miles, unless

he apiary is small and does not cover the

tld, 3. Not the least objection.’’

'The discussion, in its early stages, dealt

j start keeping bees, despite the fact that

napiary existed within a mile and a-half,

'The President, who upheld the land-

dale district, where, originally, the land

was sour. The farmers limed thle land,
With the result that it grew clover the like

of which was not grown elsewhere in the

Dominion, In Holland he was told that

Similar conntry could carry 1,000 hives to

the square mile.
ee

_ Mr, Treland said that he could not under-

stand why the President held divergent
‘lews from those expressed by the prin-

“pal beekeepers of the world.

_ Mr. L. Irwin said that though his Branch
Was in favour of Mr. Baines’ proposals,
te himself had a great deal of sympathy
with Mr, Nelson; but the Nelson party had

been unfortunate in its advocates. He

thought that legislation might be passed

fo prevent ‘‘dumping.’’
‘

Mr, Sage was of opinion that the owner
of an established apiary had no right to

bbject to a newcomer starting an aplary

in the same district.
| Mr. ioting an opinion expresse:

y Me Meee “etteron the ge
thought that the application of neo oy

ule would solve the problem.a
.

ah
hot think that legislation would do m

Dae
f the Con

ss 1 e feeling ot Jf
*

bee nena beter Conferenceproceed
. . He thought that

to the next business/ | ee ceikis
the matter under discussion

wa

of solution by legislation.

sith the moral right of the owner of land|,

owner’smoral right, referred to the Eden-|

eg 9

Mr. Py Mary

i

which was agreed aes, a

ae : President then subraitted the follow-
| B Pal from the Executive on the sub-ject OL apiary boundaries:—. ;

6 We as an Execu tive
solution of thi

agree that the
8 difficulty as :

ward .by Mr, F, ¢, Banee ee
National Beekeepers’ Association
Journal for December, 1919, is the
best yet given, and we suggest that
the National Association in Confer-
ence assembled should pass resolu-

tions to have these clauses embodied
in the Apiaries Act:—

‘Clause 1—The owner of ten hives or

more can become a licensed commer-
cial apiarist within the meaning of

the Act if he so desires, on payment
of 2/6 per annum,

‘*Clause 2.—No person shall be allowed
to start or establish an apiary on

any land other than his own resi-
dential property, either leasehold or

freehold, without the consent of the

Apiaries Division of the Department
of Agriculture.’’

He explained that these clauses were only
rough drafts; if agreed to, they would be

properly drafted to give effect to the prin-
ciples they embodied.

Mr. Baines said that, as they knew, he

had been against legislation all along.
Considering every phase of the question, it

seemed impossible to solve it that way. He

recognised, however, that it was ‘‘jolly
hard lueck’’ for a man who had established

an apiary to, have another start in his

vicinity. Hé féad an article on the subject
under discussion from the December (1919)
issue of the Journah,

Mr. Ireland said he had no objection
to Clause 1. Under Clause 2 he would be

prevented from keeping bees, as he did

not reside on his apiary site,

Tt was explained that the clause would

not be retrospective in its operation,

Mr. Bray moved: ‘‘That Conference

proceed to the next business.’’ He said

that there was plenty of room for every-

body in the country, and there were many

untapped sources of honey.

Mr. Irwin seconded the motion.

Mr. E, Simpson moved: ‘‘That the

Apiaries Act be amended by  ineluding
Clauses 1 and 2 as above.,’’

Mr, Ireland seconded,

Mr, Bray’s motion was negatived on a

show of hands,
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My. Simpson's motion was agreed to.

The President said that Mr. Campbell
informed him that if the Department ap-

proved of the clauses when they were

submitted, they would be drafted so as 0

sive effect to thie intentions of Conference.

By acclamation a vote of thanks was

accorded the Committee which had served

on the question of apiary boundaries.

A vote of sympathy was accorded Mr
Nelson in respect to the destruction of his

aplary.

Mr. Treland briefly acknowledged the

vote of thanks to the Committee.

PREVALENCE OF FOUL-BROOD.

Mr. R. W. Brickell brought up the ques-
tion of the control of foul-brood and the

proper administration of the Act, and

stated that a self-appointed Committee had

gone into the matter, and would submit a

resolution on the subject. With permission
he called upon delegates from different

parts of the Dominion to give their ex-

periences regarding foul-brood.

Mr. L. Irwin said that foul-brood was

still to be found in every corner of South-

land; he did not know a commercial bee-

keeper who did net have foul-brood close

to him.

Mr Watt (Mataura) said the disease was

in his district to a good extent.

Mr. J. Murdoch said that the southern

part of Westland was pretty free; the

northern part was still bad in parts.

Mr. A, H, Davies (Hamilson) said that

he had been a local inspector. Foul-brood

was to be found all round the Waikato.

Mr. Simpson (South Canterbury) said

that he was also a local inspector. When
he first went to the district the disease
was rampant in every hive in the district;
it was still very bad,

.

Mr. Johnston
had the

(Rangiora) said that he

disease in his district.

Mr. Bray said that some parts of Banks
Peninsula were clean; other parts required
cleaning up.

Mr, A, R, Bates (Kaponga) said that
his district was getting cleaned up to a

great extent, The disease was not nearly
so bad as it had been,

My, Shepherd (Hastings) said that foul-
brood was very, very bad, and had always
been bad, He emphasised the necessity
tor the inspector’s first visit being followed

up,

Mr, Martin (Nelson) Said th
was in existence in the Motuen.

Mr.

years ago when Mr, Earp
the district, it was almost:;
find a clean colony; there
tively none now.

Mr,
the past five years his apiary 4,
entirely free from the i.
applied to his neighbours, | |

Se ee ee “A
~~

fou a

Said } 4
Goodman (Otago)

Treland (Ellesmere) gsaiq thatae Ans
i gg(lisease: t}7 1e

84

At a later stage in the proceediy ; ]
Brickell moved,’ Mr. Clark see,
it was unanimously agreed—

‘At a largely attended Coy

‘eo
owe

> af

uded,

: ferencea
beekeepers of the Dominion, yj7

’ TF
sentative men stated in no UN cepte

terms that, of their own knovwleg
and personal experience, the Apiag
Act as at present administereq ,
not accomplished the primary obj
for which it was placed upon4
Statute Book. It is certain

foul-brood—the scourge which o&
the beekeeping industry  thougagj
of pounds in an attempt to comb

it—is rapidly on the increase, §

in a large measure to understaff
of the Department which has toa

minister the Act. The annual le
in capital and production due tot
ravages of the disease ruus @
many thousands of pounds. Ti
Conference submits that in view

the necessity for increased prot

tion, the loss mentioned 18
|

national one, and all reasonal
means must be taken immeliatel
to stop the loss. We submit—l®

es

more, we demand as a right—t™®
all the provisions of the Apiaries:
shall be immediately put in 1%
that a Chief Apiaries Instruct0l™

appointed, whose duties shall be!
see that the Act is earried out. J
a sufficient number of field ofllt
shall be appointed to assist bi"
carrying out his duties; that the *

duties of these field officers shall:
the elimination of disease  ”

distriet to which they are appoitt
That a copy of the foregoing sag

ment and resolution be place
4

deputation, consisting of the a
dent, Secretary, and others, be

aif
the Hon. the Prime Ministe® |g
that a copy with a covering il
be sent to every member af Pe

2

ment,
7

Shonld the Government be unali’iL

grant the requests herein equtal

the National Executive &



rs

take such steps: as may be neceg

to have the Apiaries Div

HorticulturalDepar
|

separate ;
division under its

Director.
°’

GRADING REGULATIONS,

Pur. C.F. Ryland brought up the r

ythe Committee to which matters rel
y grading were veferred, He Stated that
he matte’ was diseussed in conference
eth Mr. Campbell and the three Govern.
hen honey graders, and it was realised by
Wy]that some alterations or acditions were
pguired to the system of grading to enable
f to become a little more elastic to meei
he continually changing conditions byporld-wide commeree. Other than that
fothing very drastic was necessary. Theyame to the conelusion that the grading@honey and inspection for foul-brooa
vere equally neéessary, and equally essen.
fal for the development of the honey jn-
ustry of the Dominion, I¢ was important
hat grading should be done promptly, and

that inspection for foul-brcod should be
fone all the while. It was recommended
that ‘‘water-white’’ should be added to
the grading classes, and the Department
be asked to adjust the regulations accord-
mgly; that with regard to coping with

| foul-brood, further inspectors should be

f@Povided by the Department for inspectioncM")oses; that graders’ duties be adjusted
MOenable all honey received to be graded
PMomptlyafter receipt at grading stores.

,J. Campbell said that the Committee
Mada very useful discussion, covering much

Mhat the recommendations did not fullymover, The sum total of the whole busi-
Mlesswas that the beekeepers, the National

“Ssociation, and the Department should getHOvether on every oceasion, with the onof removing any anomalies that might ee™ connection with the work being metedOn, and of placing matters on a ee.Hory basis in the interests of the ms eeThe Department was quite willing, so long
48 the industry was safeguarded, to meet

ot lower
ny proposal so long as onary sa =e

the standards built up i
/

Applause.)
the President, seconued

port was adopted,
is accorded the

|

On the motion of
t!

fby Mr. Jacobsen, ee
A

Wt
) Ase

eave

find a vote of thanks

Committee.
"o

eK OF EXCLUDERS,
J 4

4

‘ ‘

5

5 pened a discussion regarding
Pf ao ae oe in the apiary by reading
4 Ee mica Wo

‘

4 paper on
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Board of DirectorsoF the H.P.A. are

nereDY appointed a Committee to

sary
ision of the

tment ereated a

own

eport

ating
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‘“‘OURENEXCLUDERS:anA NUISANCE»
1 who took

', 1916, wit reme

ASSET OR
_

Those
Decembe the Journal in
by My,.

6
lember an article‘

CPNLZ,Ss Myr
5he seenred eleva. : les Ferry, on how™

tons of honey fyColonies, [ph that artic] ia
iste

» article he made the fol-wing Statement:—««a AUC

r

OW, I know I gharra: SOmebGdy/s; hain cas” keen

whose
v8 up the Wrong wayvast + State that. have never yet founda blocked brood-nestwhere queen excluders

oS ae and ag I run the whole seasonWi j 1 i i a je eis wer *

i

Wiisee or four Swarms, and some. Sea.ns none at all, the man who says they
encourage Swarming does not know whathe is talking about,’’

As My. Lenz, with whom
experience in beekeeping, and who at thattime was the largest and imost successfulbeekeeper in the country, could not workhis bees successfully with them, and my
one and only attempt with their use was
a nuserable failure, I felt this statement
was rathler a sweeping one, and wrote the
Journal on my experiences,

I first gained

Mr, Gibb replied fully, giving his metho
of working, and after sumnung up said:—
‘*No, the trouble is that you northern
men’s education in the use of excluders
has been sadly neglected.’’

At the time that was written, I thought
we could very well neglect the tuition; but
at this time I am inclined to think there
was a great deal of truth in it.

Although I did not make a successtul
use of queen excluders, I always felt, when
taking off honey, how very much nicer it

would be if the supers contained combs

of honey only, instead of having brood

scattered about them,.often into the second

and sometimes the third super; and know-

ing that others were enjoying this boon by
the use of excluders, I set about educating
myself to their use by putting them on

a few hives three seasons ago, That hap-

pened to be a very peculiar season, as

there was very little honey about, but

the condition of the hives with the ex-
cluders on indicated that it was easily
possible to use them to advantage provided
one was careful to judge when the hive

was ready for the division by the excluder,
Last vear I again used them successfully
on about twenty-five hives, but the epi-
demic coming along just at the busiest
time in the apiary, T was not able te givethe necessary attention, and the results
were not so good as thev weuld otherwise

have been,

During the season just ended, | used ex-

cluders on every hive, and although if was

not a good season, as we «dic not have the
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Be ialSs ecient mire Gy
+ rain in four months,
queen exeluder 15 4

Tt would perhaps be

ough outline of my

equivalent to 12 hours

I am convinced the

very valuable asset.

of interest to give aT

work last year.

My first inspection was during the be
week in August, when I found the ees

had wintered w@ll. Colonies showing por
aweens were marked and re-queened, an

by assisting the weaker from the Sonebv the middle of October they were all
in an average good condition, with a fair
flow of honey coming in,

On 24th October I clipped the queens’
wings, and worked the hives on the De-

maree plan by placing three frames of

brood and queen in the brood-chamber,
filling up with empty combs, placing on eX-

cluder, then super of empty combs, and on

top of these the combs taken from the brood

chamber, I do not think it advisable to

place the queen below with only one frame

of brood. I have found in some cases

the bees have neglected the old queen
and put all their energies in the upper

super raising. queen cells.

From this manipulation till I had ex-

tracted in February I did not once again
look into the brood chamber; neither did
I have one swarm the whole season.

Now. the chief advantage in using ex-

cluders is when you come to extracting
time, and can thus use escape-boards, with
a surety that vour supers will be cleared
of bees. I am inelined to think that this

advantage alone is worth taking whatever
risk there is in using excluders, I have 24

escape-boards, and to put these on over- |
night entails about three-quarters of an

hour’s work. The convenience next morn-

ing of just removing the cover

the super of honey on vour barrow is
very great indeed; apart from the saving

of time, there are the great advantages
‘of the bees all out of the way, and no
‘Smoke necessary, thereby eliminating the

hance of tainted cappings; the absence
of the possibility of killing or at least
imjuring the queen; and the very great
comfort of having practically no bees in
the extracting room,

[ reckon it used to take me at least
five minutes at every hive under the old
system, and one was busy with the smoke
and brush the whole time; and even go
a great number of ‘bees were still on the
combs, a certain number were crushed or
daubed with honey, and each frame had
to be treated separately, entailing a great
deal of labour and lifting, Now, a lift

and placing |

with the hive tool and the
use the screen wire ege¢
out of the screens used
live bee-hives.

Job is do
| 4

APe-boangie”
Yrfor |

t

"Sporg,;

When the extracting wag ,,. _ |

made an examination of the heeTy
bers, and found in every cage theowel

of the combs being blocked with
there was evidence that PlactioanMe

whole of the combs had heey ie :

brood-rearing only, and there Was =
little honey in them to winte; thet

'

unless we had an autumn flow. Ov
suppose, to the dryness of the season,i
was -practically no honey at ajj this
and it was necessary to retain all the.
combs of honey contained in the «
supers for feeding., Therefore, I am hl
to say that my experience this yea; id
accordance with the statements mag
those who have championed the ys

excludersthat the use of them dog,
mean honey-blocked brood-chambers,

insta

There are many experienced beekemp
-who do not look kindly on the gener,

of this much-discussed appliance. but »

they will admit the great utility of ¢

for raising queen-cells, as the best poss
results are obtained when a set of gai
are placed above a strong colony,

|

You will judge from my remarks thit

do not pose as an experienced user of®
appliance, but have read this pape B
to open the discussion. There are Mest
Rentoul, Ward, and others who have ®

using this appliance for years, ani 1™
my few comments will prompt them al
us all the benefit of their experielce.

My opinion to-day is that queee §
cluders are a great asset to the beckeetl

An interesting discussion followed,
majority of the speakers testifying '

usefulness of execluders, Mr. Rentol

instance, saying: ‘‘If I could not v

cluders, IT would give up the business’
gether.’? Messrs. Ward, Clayton, 3")
sen, and others spoke to similar ettet

Mr, Sage said that he had used the
cluder, but eventually found that b° ‘a
do much better without it. Wher ®,
keeper got into business in a big ¥:

excluder was just one thing ™0";
handle, and the sooner he got rid of!

hetter,
ul

Mr, Bray said that he manage!
well without it.

i
a

3
: aot

A hearty vote of thanks was 2“

Mr, Baines,
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C_jy-PRODUCTIONINDUSTRY.

ee Rentoul read thie following paper:
.

AONsy PRODUCTIONINDUSTRY,
i

shortly to make a few remarks

y production industry, prin-
compare the treatment meted

y the Government as compared
to it by +n

daistys i

Bethe way other industries are treated.
ith

;

;

fm gery yea! representatives of the Gov-

a Bentand heads of the Department visit
09

, Conference, and quote figures showing

progress
of the industry, and pass com-

entary remarks generally on the sub-

Ht;but that the industry progresses is

yirely due to those engaged therein. Not

Jy is the industry not nursed and pam-

wedas some of the other producing in-

pstries are, but in some respects it is

hymenalised. The figures that I will quote
ifieesently will show you that it is the

uoginly form of production that is not as-

ted by concessions, but is, on the other

md, as I have said, -hampered by ex-

sive charges, not to mention neglect;
d why this should be so is difficult to

nderstand. The industry of hcney produe-
jon performs a dual benefit, and should

eally rank as of considerable importance.
ft produces a valuable food product that

§ otherwise going to waste—a product
lat can and should to a considerable
egree replace sugar, which must be in-

ortel. And in this connection it would

ily he reasonable to expect that the

evernment would assist in popularising
le use of honey, It is the ideal sweet
Y

children, and its use in confectionery,
mMinstance, in the place of such stuff as

Picose would be a decided benefit to the

cpvath of the rising generation.
Besidesproducing a valuable food pro-

Niet,the industry is directly beneficial in

Proving the pasturesof the country. The

“tilisation of elover is an important
latter in general farming, both improving
#@®”pastures and at the same time benefit-

Be the soil, So much is this thie case

lat the more intelligent among the far-

e's not only welcome the establishment
apiaries in their neighbourhood, butnen

@™e cases will assist the beekeeper By

“ying part of the cost.

B! think it will be admitted that the
hdustry be exceptional elains or, al
ae ey

i

ot for some of
fast, fair treatment, if

been ax:

HOSE, coneessions which have pee. .
B'ded to other industries ii ddA ats

Haves of their existence, And, INGEES, HiT

Pullextended to them,
ea}

vo matter of railway

. Let me first take the net Ot —
Mitesapplying to honey ¢

begg
&

2

beng
fal)
are
Ainge
Ung

fe

ery

L8e

en
ne

ts

oT

@

Se ea
in beekeeping,
rates charg a compare them with thetay

ee 60's Other” produce anday .

weal, Twill take the rate for com-parative purposes for 100 mile as

leave out the 100% “ana 10% Hee wall
ene ohae against butter 14/6,Petit

11/9, grain 9/8, ane

Space than butter, etWoe ack lees
price per pound. A ea z f

Se ee

gaunt an vwher .

Caseof fruit can be
anywhere on the rail for 8d. Cases in

shooks for fruit-growers,free? for Roney
Pe ee 128,1d. Bees are charged at
U

e ighest rate—viz,, Class A, 49/4, This
is an important matter, as it practically
bars a beekeeper When the season is 2
failure ‘in his own locality of taking ad-

vantage of a good season in another
locality—a thing that could be frequently
done in New Zealand.

These rates are obviously unfair to us,
and although representations have been
made time and again, both to the Manager
of Railways and to the Minister, nothing
has been done to rectify the matter. Com-

pare this with the treatment received by
the dairying people. For example, milk

or cream is carried at 144d, per gallon
per 100 miles. This is a bulky product in

heavy cans, the weight of which is not

included in the charge. It is carried in

the vans of passenger trains. I noticed a

paragraph in the Lyttelton)Times the other

dav, so I brought it with ie. It reads:—

‘Mr. G, W. Forbes, member for Huru-

nui, has received the following letter

from the Minister of Railways: ‘With

further reference to your letter of the

17th ultimo regarding the question of

farmers being required to do the loading
of their cans of cream, I have the honour

to inform you that cream is carried over

the railways at very low rates, one of

the conditions being that the loading
and unloading shall be done by the

owners. The rates charge are quite un-

remunerative, and if the loading were

undertaken by the Department it would

be necessary to increase the rates, as in

many cases additional assistance on the

trains would have to be provided. [

might mention, however, that statistics

bearing on the subject are at present
being prepared with a view of providing
some means of meeting the requirements
of the dairv farmers in the direction

indicated as far as is found prac-
ticable.’

’’

You will notice that an effort is to be

made to meet the dairy farmers’ require-
ments in this matter. There appears to be

still room for further liberal treatment

here, but when the honey preducer asks

for purely a normal vrate—the same rate as

butter—the matter is ignored.
:
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SS ae
penn enna eae

more concessions that
‘here are a few ..

sther farming indus re

the other farming ; ey

mers get lime delivered free for ate Pine
cyass-seed returned tree from the ceene
mills

|

Tf a fire sweeps the country, he ge .De eal e
%

7 +
:

oy
4

aT 1aris
a supplied free. [If .an ap

rrass-seed supple .f a

moppedup at the same time, ve
make shift as best he can. When ae : :
searee im bad seasons, he gets his

eeies* id «

carried free; the beekeeper has Lec oi

.
i 3 :

i. 1
5

the racket himself, pay good money 10

bee feed, and the full railway rave, ee
fruit-erower has a guarantee of Id, per

pound on all fruit exported, J think oe
right in saying that if the honey industry
had been nursed in this manner, lf would
not have been the least among’ the in-

dustries,

Now, with regard to other matters, we

have an Apiaries Act and grading regula-
tions, and I believe the Department Garry
them out as well as the money at their

disposal allows. At any rate, the beggarly
salaries paid to graders wonld indicate an

effort to make the money go. ag far as pos-
sible. But the position to-day, as far as

the control of disease is concerned, if im-

proved at all, is mainly due to commercial

apiarists spending money that would be

used tor the development of their business

in buying up disease-infected hives in

iheir neighbourhood to get rid of them.

As for evading, the staff at the com-

mand of the Department is so sinall that
the delays, occurring tend to make the

regulations ‘a hindrance rather than a

benefit. During the war the Government
exercised itself in making arrangements
with the Imperial Government that were

highly to the advantage of other producers.
But, like Cinderella, the honey industry
was left out as usual, although the fact
that the Imperial Government, on the re-

presentationsof the agents of the Honey
Producers’ Association, put honey on the
first priority list just before the armistice
was signed, showed that something might
have been done in the matter, and that
the Imperial Government recognised the
value of honey among the foods requiredby them, If the Government had taken

the matter up when they dealt with dairy
Foulshavebeeneee the, sims. ot honey
rete a pear recognised earlier, Our

ae,
cotre to get shipping in 1918

might thus have heen obviated, and5,000 eayed to the produce
aed

Doininior While
1¢ producers and the

thig tryin ue prayproducers,through
harvest oe ae » were, yeaping.a rich

:

@ to th @ ¢are of the Goveri: : + Govern:

eats nothing stood between the honeyproducer and disaster } *
r

; du ; > Oveora nic Or:

built up
We oF f2n188 tionby their own

effc
oe

DY thei efforts,
that the Nationa] Association h

/

I consider
as been too

NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS’ |

NALI egghet ae.
modest in its claims foy
fact that the honey productdey,
ignored by the Government».° Inds
generally can only be dina Parga!
knowledge of! its condition

;

bilities. I would here sugges; the
(8

draw up a comprehensive
Me Exe,

which should be sent to ey,

Parliament dealing fully
,

ditions under which we sans.
statistics showing its Possibiiit:Sin

pointing out what should be a:
the best out of the industry

An ‘

TY me

With 4}

‘One ty,

IT will make a few suggestion,
matter of railway rates showiq },,
into. not only with regard to bone™
rates on bees, cases, tins and suppliess4
matter of eliminating foul-brood, 4
ance in obtaining better grading

|

Assistance to beekeepers in obtaiy
apiary sites. At the request of this

4

ciation, the Lands Department for g¢
set apart sections for apiary sites jn
eut up by them for settlement. Buy ¢

quite failed to realise what was reqniq
in this respect, neither did they rey

these sections for the sole right of
|

keepers, but allowed anyone to

them. The idea in setting these see

apart was more for future than pra

requirements. New land is not aq
suitable for beekeeping, but may becca

later on, and the idea was to hold ®

sections in reserve, or let them tempoml
till required. It is often clifficult tog
apiary sites in suitable localities, aul

sides setting apart these sections alte

mentioned, the Government should «
asked to assist apiarists by buying sect
and leasing thlem, or else assist the ™
keeper to buy, as they assist other

mers.
|

Sto

pet

These are some of the matters 4
should be put before members of ©
ment, and IT am sure their fair-minte”
when they know the facts will enlist ™

support.

=

=
=

The President said that they had,
about as much compressed wisdom |" |

Rentoul’s paper as in any paper
before Conference, Railway rat

hohey were fixed when honey WV,
being produced in large quantit!
the rate was made high on that gerd
Things had now changed, and ther

no reason why honey should be °" ‘7
ferent basis from butter, milk. ° il
produce. ‘They should make a very ‘th
mined effort to get rates reduce’ 4
had waited on Sir William Hert yj
to be put down with fair speeet’
nothing in them. They proposer vied
South Island honey should be ¢!

=m
shew



oo
and that would double the rail

sa By
ue; it would be killing if they

ay fopay present rates.
er TO

of

*'e

ntl discussion, it was” decided, on

on of Mr. Baines, seconded by Mr.

 iysen:
‘‘That the President, .Vice-Pre-

se0Ds
and Secretary of the National Bee.

jent. 4 Association, and the manager and

ftet
mot!

pers
eljairmanof the Honey Producers’ As.

be a permanent Committee tosation
a after the political interests of the in-

ef ysttY-
3)

:

Boe President: The Committee’s first
hoffeiness will be to try and get railway
Nels on honey reduced. :

tl 4 vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Ren-

if. ul.
a

ae

7, |

VARIOUS MATTERS.

MMeThe President read a letter from Mr.
i

PW. Kirk, Director of the Horticultural

hs adApiaries Division, expressing regret at

i s inability to be present.

1 letter was read from Mr, I. Hopkins
weesting a competition in respect of

mb and capping machines.

‘The President said that he had been

sked,in connection with the railage of

mey and the proposal to send all South

land honey to Timaru, to mention that

pithland members desired to know, the

titule of Conference regarding freights.
t a previous Conference, reference had

een made to the possibility of pooling
reights.

ETHE ASSOCIATION’S USEFULNESS.

‘Mr. ©, F. Ryland gave a lengthy and

teresting address on ‘‘How the Useful:
ss of the National Association can be

Bereased,’’ He said that the geographical
ation of the Executive of the Associa:
lon prevented frequent meetings being

eld, and from his point of view one of
®

most desirable things was that meets
hes of the Executive should be held as

Hten as possible. The location of ie
ecretary hindered prompt action

in

i
latters, and prevented, to a sles Pd
D-operation with the H.P.A.; ra Sci
fines was without doubt the sbi

, Pos i
lan for the position of Nt
Hause.) Apart from that, | He Rnd .
f secretary of the Association8 ont be

Etecliacd’ Te mentioned, in connection

peer Norton’s visit to the Do-

Binion,tas an en
made tojeavour was

fFaia

» Conference for a
4 e sitting of

‘ . ;

|

odie ‘oatowing to the delay in getting
eae ‘ m members, 10 action in that

aie 4 d been possible. What was
‘ ee of these friendly criticisms?
Me sollti

Ne

et
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emitnlpe
The first desirable thing

in conne
the Association was a connect
adoption of a hetnitste formation and

progressive lines, ber vase platformnos

you should ‘ninhee
not suggest that

si

‘Ne. Labour Party’? ¥

Ryland said jocularl 66
aN Mr,

eto. Ys “and publish a
I 'm in John Norton’s ‘Truth’ ;

Maoriland Worker,’ ”
The adotee

definite written progr:

> adoption of a

gramme would methat each member of ths Heont.
nean

each member of the Aedureatinee
kengiw. exacts “ SSOPIABION:would
ie

Pmactly what the programme of the

ae was, and what the Association
pea te oeei Ryland quoted
ins? * to show

! ( ei) ABE OE »,Glean-
Unit faut

Vv what beekeepers in the

nited States are doing in the way of or-

sanising nationally with a definite plat-
form, The advantageof a definite plat-form, he said, was that the whole force
and knowledge of the Association could
be directed more effectively than if action
was takien haphazardly. If the secretary
were given certain definite executive
powers, 1t would mean a tremendous sav-

ing of time and expense; the secretary
knew the mind of the Executive, and was
prepared to take reasonable action when

necessary, knowing that he would have
the support of the Executive. Failing the
location of the secretary in a central lo-

cality, a small Executive of three, under
the main Executive, was suggested. Mr.

Ryland suggested the following as the

Association’s permanent poligy:—
1. Increase in the consumption of honey

in the Dominion,
.

An advertising campaign, simiiar to

that undertaken by the H.P.A., was

suggested. It was estimated that in

1919 about £5,000 was spent in ship-
ping. charges in connection with the

export of honey. This would be saved

if a local demand were created.

2. The appointment of a Chief Apiarist.
Mr. Ryland said that Conference

had already discussed this.

3. Higher salaries for apiary instructors.

“This was a matter Mr. Ryland said,
of great importance to the industry.
Unless salaries were increased they
would not be able to keep men of ex-

perience at the present maximum of

£295 per annum, It was at present
diffieult to get men to put tins of

honey in a case and nail the cases

down at that money; many unskilled

men Were receiving more; it was

ridiculous to think that the matter

should be allowed to stand as at pre-

sent; the Association must move in

the matter, He quoted, for compari-
son, salaries paid by the Government

for experts, as follows:—-Hemp grader,

tion with
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£345 per annum, dairy aoe fade
orain grader, £350; inspector 0 i:

0e

;
£350.Honey graders did work of equa
importance.

5. Assistance to honey producers.
ans from the Government.= ae

oe should be an Act in connection
with the honey producing industry

similar to the Fruit Preserving Act 0

1913, under which the Government
should advance reasonable sums whiere-
with to build depots for the blending

of honey, and for the advancement of

the industry generally.
7. Increase of membership of the H.P.A.

An endeavour should be made to
get every beekeeper in the Dommion
to become a member and supporter of
the Association. By participating im

the co-operative movement, all bee-

keepers would obtain better prices.

§. Eradication of foul-brood. Necessity for

a greater number of Government in-

spectors,
Loeal inspectors had proved unsatis-

factory. There were in the Dominion

about 9,000 people who kept bees and

bred foul-brood ‘‘for fun’’ and for

a little honey—if they could get: it.

The time had arrived when the prob-
lem of foul-brood should be looked at

mathematically. It was not a fair deal
that theecommercial honey producer
should be robbed of his honey by the
existence of a single hive in his dis-
trict ‘‘owned by a man who is not

seriously producing honey.’* To meet

the expense of additional Government

inspectors, the Conference should re-

quest the Government to impose a tax
of £1 per annum ‘‘upon every person
keeping bees in the Dominion’’—(ap-
plause)—the money raised by this tax
to ‘be utilised in the payment of  in-

spectors to eradicate foul-brood, any

surplus to be devoted for organising
and developing the honey producing
business. It might seem very terrible
to some people to be called upon to
pay £1 per annum for the privilege
of keeping bees, but they wanted every
beekeeper in the Dominion not to he
content to have a single hive and breed
disease, but to go in for the business
seriously and properly, The tax would
eliminate the disease and
‘‘hobbyists’’ into seri eg

yD)
to serious bee

A similar tax was imposed on
men and orchardists.

4
'

* :

‘

5

Conelnding,Mr, Ryland said he put these

ee nemcarwardWith some diffidence:
‘ fre his own opinions, gained from

turn

keepers,
nursery:

EKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF yy
te

a pretty close study of ana
|

of thought about the industry.04 |

The President said that they},.-:
.

et

ihe
tigen, ~). Madto a long and interesting di

they had to look for practicaltress,:

Ryland’s point as to the diffionet
|

sociation was under in doine Sac,the|
well taken. It was possible that Ingy
eulty might be overcome to cao ii

by enlarging the powers of th, s ent

Committee. He moved: ‘That ea 4

ing Committee, which consists o¢ a
sident, Vice-President, and Secretan
the time being of the Nationaal
keepers’ Association, and the Chain
and Manager of the H.P.A., take y,.
deal with all matters connected With 4
industry.

’’

Mr. GO. A. Pope seconded the mow
which was agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. W. Watson g

onded by Mr, T. A. Clarke, it was uy

mously decided:—‘‘That this Confer

requests the Government to place ang
nual tax of £1 on each person keeping
in the Dominion, such tax to beg
in the payment of additional insped
for the prevention of foul-brood and

departmental and instructionai pup
and appointments. ’’ |

On the motion of Mr, A, R. Bates a
onded by Mr. W. B. Bray, -it-was agm

‘‘That the salary of an apiary instr
or honey grader be raised to at least

™

of a dairy produce grader.’’ It was deal
that a copy of this resolution should§

forwarded to the Public Service (om™

sioners.

.

listeg

FIRE BLIGHT EMBARGO.

Mr, T. A, Clarke brought up the sub
of the rumoured intention of the 6°
ment to gazette regulations prohibit
bees and queens being removed fel"
Auckland provincial distriet owing"
fear that they would earry fire blight
other districts. He moved: «That %
Conference demands that before regu!’
are gazetted prohibiting the remov"'y
bees and queens from the Aucklanda
trict, the whole of the reasons 1° ve
action be placed before the Com”
set tp by Conferenee.’’

Mr, W, Watson seconded.
7

“ . e
~pve

In the discussion which ensued, **),
speakers questioned whether it b&

atite
proved that bees conveyed fire bls

al
= : on) “a

Mr, W. E. Barker advised auntiene
pointed out that fire blight was * pol”* + ce 2 * rer >

serious thing from the fruit-growe!
of view,
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-; on a Tumour. He could
Fact |
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that it was proposed
hot confirm.

: dupy, on «
:nour; it was a matter for Cabinet]:

° comb foundation.

E, 1920.
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1d |cl. T
a. per 1b. on beeswax,but there was nofe yul

se gw
a

I Opposition +
; Thisseemedig Porthe Executive eae he was not! ment to Gens aa of the Govern-© ey rh,

:

~ )

}

e 5

YS, positionto say whether the rumour tures. He ming cen,pealandmManufae-he = correct. be asked at the Government

proachthe Government in the matter,

wa supper and social

.the Cadena Tea Rooms, the fune
ang attended by over 90 delegates,
f e

—_.

‘THIRDDAY—FRIDAY, 11th JUNE.
TheConference resumed at 10 a.m_

CONSTITUTION AMENDED.

# fter further discussion the motion wagBa ced

i ve fi x «
i

¥
,

.

Bei. to, and Messrs.Clarke,Sage,Baines
ad Ryland were appointed a Committee to

Conferenceadjourned, and in the even:

gathering was held
tion

On the motion of Mr. Ward, secondedy lr. Jacobsen, the amendment of Clause
of the Association’s Constitution, agreed

when next revis;€Vising the Tariput beeswax on the free
lis vie

list; 7%

Mr. Treland seconded,
In the discussion Which enwas made to’ sued, referenceadulterated beeswax
The motion was agreed to,

HONEY PuMp.
Mr W. R. Brickell read part ot a lefrom Mr, de’ Hi Todd, of,Rane

deseribing a new honey pump, the diffieul.tles experienced in connection with the or-dinary style of pump being got over by acurved pump.

Several members showed much interest
in the communication.

NEXT CONFERENCE,
On the motion of Mr Sage, seconded bysed goat the previous year’s Conference, was| Mr, Ellis, it was decided: ‘‘That it be ators @Xonfirmed. Clause 10 reads:— recommendation to the incoming Executiveir

. that the next Conference be held in Auck-908 >Prior to the Annual Meeting at which] land or in Hamilton at the Exetutive’s|

they are to be elected, every Branch! discretion’?
; Association shall nominate a represen-

aa tative to serve on the Executive. This TAX ON APIARIES,

i shall consist of not less than seven
On the motion of Mr, Bray, seconded bymembers, ’?

bat

led
he

lis Pentence, thus providing that the Executive
hall consist of not more than seven mem-

hers,

) DUTY ON IMPORTED TIMBER.f ©Mr. Bray introduced the question of the
PE Temoval of the duty on imported timber,8 “inting out that the Dominion’s supplies
vac

imber are decreasing. ITe stated that

he Farmers’* Union were strongly eve e

reng the removal of the duty on importec‘Ember, He moved: ‘‘That the Govern-
pment be asked to remove the duty on im-

borted timber; and that the StandingVan
‘B@ittese be asked to see this matter
'F

through, ’’
and a discussion en-

or providing timber

sisied.
p

reed to unanimously.

e Mr. Ward seconded,‘Sued, the necessity
Tor hives being emphé

—

The motion was a
A i

A 7

j purty ON, BRERY +4,
:4

es at three or four Years;
p Mr. Bray said a the duty on bees: |go a motion rep) Conference underT

Wax was thrown oUF oe was a duty ofa misapprehension,

Mr. Ellis, it was decided: ‘‘That it be aP
-~ anhatz./ recommendation to the Executive to ecan-a8 amen

h.
rord ‘‘more’’ is substi- | ®

iat la hasbuted fortheta eeie) : Fas the final; V8 the Branches to get a signed petition
from the members of all Branches in sup-
port of the proposed tax on apiaries.’’

EXTENSION OF THE ASSOCIATION’S
ACTIVITIES,

The President said that Mr. Ryland’s
paper on increasing the usefulness of the
Association had evidently made an im.

pression on members of Conference, Mr,
MeLean had asked that Conference should
express its opinion on the following:—
‘“That Mr, Ryland be asked to submit in

concrete form to the Executive the re-

forms cGontained in his speech, and that
they be forwarded to the various District
Associations for confirmation, ’’—‘‘Should

that be a recommendation to the Exeeu-

tive?’’ thé President asked,

Conference responded
‘*

Aye,?’

TREATMENT OF FOUL-BROOD.

Mr, Clayton gave a demonstration of his
method of dealing with foul-brood, and, in

response to requests from membersof Con-
ference, promised to forward a description
to the Journal,
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OFFICERSELECTED.

The election of officers resulted as fol-
lows:—-President, Mr. W. Watson; Vice-
President, Mr. E. W. Sage). Executive—

Messrs. A. H, Davies (Hamilton), Bi
Bates (Kaponga), L. Irwin (Woodlanc8,
Southland), and R, McKnight (Domett);
Secretary, Mr. Fred ©. Baines,

ee

Mr, Allan, retiring President, expressed
his thanks for the manner in which he had

been assisted during his term of office, and

for the confidence placed in him.

Messrs. Sage and Baines referred eulo-
gistically to the work done by Mr. Allan.

Eulogistic references were made. by

Messrs, Allan, Sage, and others to the work

done by Mr. Baines as secretary and as

Editor of the Journal. ‘‘He is such an

asset,’’? said Mr. Allan,:‘‘that we cannot
afford to let him go.’’

Voices: ‘‘We can’t dg without him, ’’—

( Applause.)

Mr. Jacoksen: ‘‘He won’t get a chance

to get out of it!’’

On the motion of Mr. Sage, it was de-

cided that the new Executive should take

into consideration the question of increas-

ing the Association’s recompense to Mr.

Baines, and make his salary commensurate

with the work done.

Mr. Baines fittingly acknowledgedthe
remarks made by the speakers.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded

by acclamation to the retiring President,
members of Conference rising and singing
“‘For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow,’’

—

, On Mr. Allan’s motion a vote of thanks

|
was accorded the ladies who had at-
tended the Conference,

iL Mr. Allan then declared the Conference
_ closed,

ete ee

HONEY COMPETITION,

Nhe Honey Competition
: ‘

attracted 20

LIQUID HONEY,-—A.R. Dickie (Rother-
ham), Ist and 2nd; J, Irving (Albury),
ord,

GRANULATED HONEY.—L. J, Heney

Fee Forest), Ist; @. J: Clavton (Peel
Forest), 2nd; 'W, B. Wailear ‘(Pao

Forest),bnrd,
vena

ess
“a

DEPUTATION TO MEMBERS op . |
- LIAMENT, _°

UF
Ba

On the afternoon of Friday, th
the members of the Associations

a.

Committee and some members of (1
ence met Messrs. L. M. Isitt, yp On}
Howard, M.P., and D. G, Sullivan ‘a

The more important resolutiong
at by Conference were placed hef,
members of Parliament.

8 Stang

Te¢

Mr, J. Rentoul, Chairman of the Sta
ing Committee, said that beekeepergq,
plained that there had been serious negle
of their business: they had not had 4 ¢

and square deal from the Governme
compared with otherindustries. He dg
with the question of railway rates on;
lines of the paper he delivered before¢
ference; also with the mecessity for|
better administration of the Apiaries {

Mr. C. F. Ryland quoted the follom
comparative railway rates in respect off
same quantity of the products mention

Honey. Butter. Fruit
50-ynles' 28S. Wisse coe «2 ft

100:-milés pe
PoP ae Ooeie” 6 Ome

200 miles . Aa oe 5, 1 (ae
S00 mites... 2 14 speed 12) 8 ie

Replying to Mr, Sullivan, M.P, a
Rentoul said that the railway authori
when approached, had given no reasons!
the disparity of these rates; practically)
the satisfaction got by the Associal
was the statement that the Railway #4
partment might increase the rates on 0%
produce rather than reduce the rates!
honey, :

Mr, Ryland dealt with the necessity ®
increasing the salaries of apiary inspel
and honey graders. Instead of a ™&
mum of £290 per annum, they shoul)

paid as well as dairy produce gradet ©
got £400 per annum.

&
q

Mr. Baines dealt with the questi
the appointment of a Chief Apiarist ®
with the need for more inspectors iv &

to cope with foul-brood, There had ™
92 delegates present at the Confer
and all had testified to the fact that ™
brood was rampant jin their district |

Mr, Watson: The, position cannot
auestioned, |

%
'

Nas
T

nit i
P

e Ps Ms
Mr. Isitt said that members of a

ment knew- what the position
WV’ @

respect of foul-brood, ;
, om

Mr, Ryland read the Conference’,
hition respecting the imposition

0

* ese] .

annual tax of £1 on all keepers of beens
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yr, Sullivan, M.P.: Have you had an

* spegsion of ayevae
from your Branches

Pethis proposal?. 7

i

Ryland: No; but the question has

heen
diseussed for years, and almost every

apresentativebeekeeper would be as

ranimous as Conference was. The mea-

was not a revolutionary one; it had

, tried in Canada and various other

countries,and had been found the means of

keeping down foul-brood. Reference was

made to the self-imposed taxes paid by
nvserymen and orchardists.

Mr.

w

peel

v

Mr. Ryland said that the proposed tax,

jn addition to providing salaries for addi-

onal inspectors, would probably be suffi-

dent to provide funds for the development
of the export honey industry. The export
of honey could be increased 500 per cent.

“Those are big figures,’’ he added, ‘‘but

#hey are quite right.’’ The Dominion
ean produce 500 times its present output
of honey, and the industry is well worth

helping.
’’

3

Mr, Isitt, M.P., thought that the bee.

keepers would be up against the opposi-
tion of the beekeepers who kept one hive,
voiced by their representatives in Parlia-

ment, to the imposition of a tax of the

same amount all round. He quite realised

that it was the one-hive men who. breed
foul-hrood,

In the course of a more ox less ¢on-

versational discussion, it was suggested
that the commercial beekeepers should pay
£1 per annum, and other beekeepers 10/-

per annum, any person selling honey, no

matter how small the quantity, tio be

classed as a commercial beekeeper.

Ultimately the representatives of the

Association said that they would be agree-

-
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able t ,

Ped the compromise sug-2 uiley Were quite prepared to have
Ye: a aes once foul-brood wag elimiated; there was n

ire
t

-

/ Was no desire to ga O

squeeze out
’ e small man—they wanted men to be-come better beekeepers,

Mr. Isitt, M.P., said that if a tax of 5/2
per annum were imposed on non-commer-cial beekeepers, it might be possible to
get the Government to subsidise the
amount raised. He suggested that in the
circular the Association intended forward.
ing. to all members of Parliament. the
figures relating to railway rates should be
quoted,

:

‘The question of the rumoured issue of
regulations preventing the removal of bees
and queens from the Auckland district

owing to the danger that they would

carry fire blight, was brought up, and Mr.
Isitt, M.P., urged that the Association
should communicate by telegram with the

Government on the subject right away.

At the conclusion of the interview, Mr.

Isitt, M.P., said that his fellow-members
and himself recognised the value of the

honey industry, and of the work the As-

sociation was doing; they recognised it was

a growing industry of great commercial

value, which would find employment for

many returned soldiers who were not able

to take up more strenuous work. They
were prepared, and he believed that the

majority of members of Parliament were

prepared, to do everything possible and

reasonable to help the honey industry,

Mr. E. W. Sage conveyed the thanks

of the deputation to the members for the

eourtesy with which they had received

them.
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