Presidential Address

by Mike Stuckey, president, National Beekeepers Association of New Zealand.

IF YOU look back over the past
President’s speeches, you will find that
they have been gradually changing
from being reports of the Association’s
activities for the past year to a pure
address. It is my intention to carry this
trend further, If you want a report of
the Association’s activities, it is in the
Annual Report prepared by the
General Secretary. It is my intention
in this address to look not at the past
but at the future.

In spite of the clouds of gloom and
despondency forecast by some of our
members, I see a bright future. As an
indication of this, we should look at
the results being achieved by produc-
ers and exporters of honeydew. We
should look at the excellent prices the
Authority is now receiving and we
should look at the continuing excellent
results being achieved by the Comb
Honey Producers. Another indication
is the trend in private exports of packed
lines.

As T said, there are indications of an
excellent future, however, we will have
to work at it. The first thing we must
realise is that we live in a changing
world and the correct way of doing
things yesterday may not be right
today, and almost certainly will not be
right by tomorrow.

I see a trend in the industry to stick
with that we know and to try and
patch it up somehow. I see also a
reluctance in some areas to even con-
sider that there may be an alternative.
As in any venture there are two direc-
tions, either we advance or we go
under.

The only alternative is that we may be
able to vary the rate at which we sink.
Looking to the future, I believe the
time is ripe now for the industry to
have a long hard look at itself and its
hopes and ambitions.

There are rumours of, and indeed
requests for, a production levy on all
honeys to help prop up the HM.A. I
don’t believe a temporary measure
such as this is in the best long or short
term interests of the industry.

Surely it is time to stop arranging the
deck chairs on the Titanic. If the
Authority cannot make a go of it in
the commercial world, and this is not
yet proven, then it is time to look at
The first move is to ascertain whether
or not the Authority is doing as poorly

as the Annual Report for the year
ending August 1978 appears to show.
To achieve this, I would strongly
recommend that the HM.A. should
employ an independant accountant
or business consultant to examine the
workings of the Authority in some
depth and to prepare a report on its
past performance with recommenda-
tions for its future. This to be done as
a matter of extreme urgency.

1978/79 President, Mike Stuckey:
First-class performance in the confer-
ence chair could not save him from
those who wanted to cane the private
packers on the authority. He was de-
moted to vice-president at the confer-
ence-end.

If this report indicates that the result
of the poor showing was caused by the
variations in the opening and closing
stocks, and that honey was not sold at
lower than base price as stated on page
two of the 1978 Annual Report, then
suppliers to the Authorify in that year
were almost certainly underpaid and
suppliers in 1979 will be overpaid and
this aspect will need to be examined.

However if, as 1 believe it will, the
report indicates that change is necess-
ary, the I feel the industry would be
well advised to look outside its own
fund of knowledge and ask advice
from leaders of other industries. This
could be done at both local and
national levels. After this has been
done and not before a decision could
be made on which option or options
the industry requires. This would be
best done by poll.

The industry has many options open

to it. The main ones have been pre-
sented to us in a news sheet based on
a paper prepared by the government
representatives on the HM.A. It is
my hope that the industry will con-
sider these options seriously. The
consequences of not doing so could
be rather drastic and final and will
among other things mean the likely
end of the Authority.

One interesting aspect of these options
is that the solution for the South
Island could well be different from the
solution for the North Island. The
problems of the two Islands are very
different. The North Island consumes
its total production while the South
Island produces about 1000 tonnes
surplus. It could well be that the
South Island needs the Authority and
the North Island doesn’t. This differ-
ence should be taken into account if
and when the poll is taken,

In my opening remarks, I mentioned
the trend in private exports of packed
lines. There has been some criticism of
the Authority’s allowing private ex-
ports of packed lines at the industries
request. | imagine there will be a
renewed call for a halt, especially in
view of the fact that these exports
have shown up the inability of the
Authority to compete in paying the
producer the best price.

The indications are that private
packers will be buying an extra 400
tonnes this year to service the export
market.

An increase in two years from nothing
to 400 tonnes is very significant, es-
pecially when the Authority has only
just reached last years export totals
with 10 months of the year gone.

At this rate there will be a shortage of
honey in this country in the very near
future. Any extra bought by the
private packer is purchased in compe-
tition with the Authority, and it is
normal practice for the private packer
to pay more to obtain the honey.

This extra honey also brings about a
reduction in the bulk exports of the
Authority and is part of the reason for
the Authority’s present problems.
Those asking for a halt in the private
exports have argued that this reduc-
tion causes increased costs in the
Authority, however, I believe that this
is not the case, at least, to any signifi-
cant degree.
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Where the problem arises is that the
Authority does not have sufficient
bulk export honey to subsidise the
local market. I imagine that Mr Berry
will expand further on this in his
report to you later.

The point is are we going to say no to
these higher prices and stick with what
we have or are we going to endeavour
to make these higher prices available
to all producers. The former choice is
commonly called cutting off your
nose to spite your face.

In part the problems we are suffering
at present are of our own doing and

are caused by our inability to work
together, and our distrust of each
others motives. Once again this could
be caused by the different problems
peculiar to each Island.

Yet we are all beekeepers striving for
the same ultimate goal. Surely we
would be happier if the HM.A. Sup-
pliers supplied and controlled their
own organisation or co-op and the
private packers were not controlled
by them, but that both parties were
controlled by a separate export
control body.

I believe we will have to change; the

political climate indicates this; the
economic difficulties indicate this, and
the marketing results indicate this. If
we are to have change let us be the
authors of this change.

In conclusion, I would like to thank
the general secretary and his staff in
Wellington. I would like to thank the
Ministry staff both personally and on
behalf of all beekeepers. I would like
to thank the members of the Execu-
tive for their support over the year,
expecially Mr Dickinson and Mr Berry,
both of whom held the office of
president and both of whom are
retiring from the N.B.A. Executive.

Wallaceville report

Presented by Pat Clinch, leader, apiculture section, Wallaceville Animal Research Centre

Azinphos-methyl and kiwifruit
During the 1973-74 season, the
apiculture section monitored the effect
on honey bees of applying azinphos-
methyl to kiwifruit vines prior to
blossom. As a result of this investiga-
tion, it was recommended that pre-
blossom applications of this compound
should be made before the first
flowers open. Further observations
were carried out in the Tauranga
district during the 1978-79 season.
Results confirmed the previous
findings.

Laboratory tests, to determine the
efficacy of pesticides fed in sugar
syrup to infested honey bees, have
concluded. Any future work will be
confined to the field.

Assessment of the toxicity to honey
bees of insecticides and herbicides has
continued.

Kiwifruit

In the 1973-74 and 1974-75 seasons
the apiculture section investigated the
pollination of kiwifruit in the Tauranga
and Te Puke districts. It was shown

that honey bees are the major
pollinators of this crop. However, it
was also observed that the kiwifruit
flower does not secrete nectar and
produces a dry pollen, and as a result,
honey bees are attracted to flowers of
other plants. Because almost 100 per
cent pollination of kiwifruit flowers is
required, it was recommended that a
high density of colonies (eight per
hectare) be placed in plantations over
the flowering period.

Since then, experience has shown that,
in some seasons, pollination in certain
plantations has been inadequate. In
the 1978-79 season, observations were
therefore made to compare the
densities and subsequent pollination
in a range of plantations, near
Tauranga. Results showed that there
were large differences between
plantations. Pollen traps placed on
colonies in a plantation at Te Puna,
confirmed that many honey bees were
visiting plants with flowers producing
both nectar and pollen, in preference
to kiwifruit.

New ceiling put on
voting strength of
big beekeepers

IN A controversial move, the NBA
annual general meeting has endorsed a
suggestion made by the minister of
agriculture, Mr Maclntyre, that the
voting power of large beekeepers should
be restricted.

Mr Maclntyre had suggested that the®
previous system was undemocratic,

The new rule for conference and
annual general meeting voting states
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that a commercial beekeeper will have
one vote for each 100 hives or part
thereof on which hive levy for the
current year has been paid, with a
maximum of 12 votes.

This matter had been extensively
debated in the conference, and was
put to the vote after little debate.

There were 2995 votes in favour of
the rule change and 1943 against.

Oilseed rape

The investigation of the role of the
honey bee in the pollination of oilseed
rape has continued. Work has been
confined to the laboratory where
plants from field experiments have
been examined to determine their
seed content and percentage
pollination. Results from an
experiment in which cages were
erected over a crop to exclude honey
bees and larger insects, suggest that
honey bees are not important
pollinators of the Tower variety of
oilseed rape.

Toxic honey

Testing of samples from experimental
hives in the restricted areas has
continued.

Performance of honey bee colo-
nies

Differences in the yield of honey
from colonies at Wallaceville were less
this season than in the previous one.
No evidence has yet been found to
indicate that the differences between
colonies were the result of diseases.

Diagnosis of brood diseases

The diagnostic procedure introduced
by the Apiary Section ASD and
Apiculture Section after the confirma-
tion of European brood disease in
Australia, has been maintained.
Samples from colonies showing any
unusual brood disease have been
examined microscopically, the sub-
samples sent overseas for confirmatory
examination. By this action, there was
a chance that if EBD was confirmed
in this country before it came wide-
spread, then it might be eradicated.
So far the disease has not been dis-
covered here.



