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small fee.

Read the Report of Conference, and see what the first
year's work has done for the Beekeeper. We shall be glad to
have you as a member.
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Hon. Sec., W, Hooper Teed,

Hon. Sec., H.-W. Warcup,

EXECUTIVE OF THE NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS’ ASSO-
CIATION OF NEW ZEALAND.

President: Mr. Jas, Allan, *‘Oalleigh,” Wyndham,

Viee-Presidents: Messrs, J. 8. Cotterell, Manawaru, Te Aroha;
H., W. Gilling; Matapu, Taranaki; 8. Hutchinson, Hamilton
East; C. A. Jacobsen, Little River; A, Ireland, 24 Andover
Street, Merivale, Christchureh.

General Secretary-Treasurer: Mr. R. W. Brickell, .0, Box 572,
Dunedin,

Applications for membership should he made to the
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BEEKEEPERS OF THE DOMINION.

N this our initial number we introduce ourselves to you,

I hecause we belong to you. Our object is to advance

your interests and to further your prosperity. We ask

you to give us your hearty support, and we shall do our ntmost

{0 merit the confidence and goodwill which has been promised
in generous measure to this venture.

At the Annual Meeting of the National Beekeepers’ Asso-
ciation, held at Wellington last month, it was unanimously
resolved to undertake the publication of a monthly magazine
devoted entirely to the interests of the beekeeping industry.
It was felt that the time was ripe for such an undertaking.
The value of a periodical devoted entirely to the interests
of a mu-twulnr class is generally recognised, not only in other
countries, but in our own Dominion. Here the medical pro-
fession, the dental profession, the school teachers, the Civil Ser-
viee, the railway men, the farmers, the poultry men and other
classes all have their own particular journals, and find in them
sources of strength, profit, information and inspiration. Fol-
lowing, therefore, up on the well-tested experience of others.
the National Beekeepers’ Association has undertaken the issue
of the ‘“‘New Zealand Beekeepers’ Journal.”’ Tt is not published
for the purpose of making money, nor for furthering the
interests of any private individual, but purely to serve the
beekeepers of New Zealand, of whom it will be distinetly and
exelusively- representative.

Our aim will be to produce a practical, common-sense
Jjournal, in which our readers will be supplied with the best
that we can secure. Leading apiarists will relate their experi-
ences from time to time, original articles disclosing improve-
ments and new ideas will he forthcoming, while market reports,
both local and foreign, gleanings from afar, correspondence,
and even the advern\cments will | keep our readers posted up in
all that is going on in the beekeeping world.

The work of the National Association is directed towards
the organisation, conservation and advancement of the industry
with which we are identified. What has been done so far
has not been a great deal, but i has been sufficient to demon-
strate what can he done by national effort. At last month’s
conference Mr. Sinton Hutchinson, who owns the most exten-
sive apiavies in New Zealand, said that he regarded the ten
per cent. advance in the price of honey which had taken place
during the last twelve months as the direct result of organisa-
tion among the beekeepers, and the total value of this advance,
hased on the figures quoted by the Hon. R. H. Rhodes, repre-
sonted a sum of £5,000 additional in the pockets of the bee-
keepers of the Dominion,
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% i dly most encouragng.

0 %‘he. outlo.okb?;; gth;l;nctel(lils‘t]);y0 rxls :s:;\‘;‘ned )c,ommereial fosting,
s POamcEs i roach the buyer
and in place of the producer having to app e poaHon will

i nd, the day is not far distant when the 1 :
Eipre‘f:el:ed,‘nud theybeekeepel‘ talkes his proper che with the
grower of mutton, Dbeet, wool and dairy produce, &e.

Tt has been amply proved that New Zealand producte_s1
honey which tales front rank in the London market, but un 4
more complete organisation is.sec}u‘ed the answer to the q“e‘!‘)v
““Who gets the money?'’ is still likely to be somewhat nnsatis-
factory.

The general feeling at the Conference was that an era of
prosperity has dawned for the honey producer, and to make
the most of it beekeepers must be in close touch with onc
another, That will be the work of this journal, to be a live
active medium for inter-communication between the apiarists
of the Dominion.

Of course, we shall in a measure have to feel our way; but,
fortified with the good wishes and support of very many
friends, we shall strive to make ‘‘Our Paper’’ one that the
New Zealand beekeepers will be proud to ecall their own. Our
watchword will be “‘Progressiveness,”” and this word has been
defined for us by President Wilson thus, ‘‘Progressiveness
means not standing still when everything else is moving.”’
In these days old methods, out-of-date procedure and anti-
quated ideas spell failure. The splendid enthusiastic meeting
of representative beekeepers held last month proved con-
clusively that those present and their fellow-workers had no
idea of being ‘‘left behind,”” and the publication of this journal
is ample proof that the movement towards prosperity already
inangurated will be carried on persistently with determination
and due caution. We ask your help for the journal in every
way: try and get new subscribers; the subseription is a mere
trifle; send us your ideas on any aspect of the industry, pro-
ducing or commercial. When you want to buy or sell, adver-
tise with us, and please remember that we are here to serve
YOU, and consequently our success as a monthly periodical
will depend in large measure upon your enthusiastic and hearty
support.  Your wants will be our constant consideration and
your prosperity our crowning reward.

THE EDITOR.

_—

Secretaries of District Associations are invited to se
reports of their meetings for publication
BUBSCRIPTIONS,

Subscriptions received during th i v fe
ledged under thig head, g the month will he acknow-
Mr. Jas, Allan, Wyndham; Mr, T, G rd, Chri
Mr, Robt, Gibh, West ’ horn ooy Chiaian

EDITOR'S NOTE.—A largs amount of interesting matter ha
come to hand, but has been held gper JSor want of #pace

nd in

Plains; Miss Shepherd, Chrintc]nu-..?,l;ﬂh;
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Good Things from Everywhere.

« I'n the Multitude of Councillors there is Wisdom.”

Miss M. Shepherd advises that she has just landed from
Root’s another of their special select breeding queens. This
makes the third queen this progressive breeder has been suc-
cessful in landing since the end of last season. Large impor-
tations of high-grade queens will be of immense value to the
beekeepers of the Dominion.

The sides and ends of dovetailed storeys should be dipped
in linseed oil for a few seconds before the storey is nailed up.
The oil soaking into the wood preserves the joint, in addition
to lessening the labour and the risk of splitting.

Apiary Sites.—The following sites have been recommended
by the Apiaries Division as being suitable land for apiaries in
lands recently cut up by the Lands Department. Full particulars
may be obtained from any Government Office. Three sites
‘Waimarino Block, one each Waipaore, Heatherlea and Branch-
peth, two each in Waipawa and Hillesden Block.

The President’s Appeal.

Sir,—With your kind permission I should like, in the first
issue of our journal, to say a word or two to the beekeepers
of the Dominion. As President of the National, and having in
mind the difficulties under which the Executive had to carry
on its work during last year, I felt when the starting of a
Journal was mooted that it would help us in many ways. The
time is ripe for it. Our greatest difficulty in attaining that
unity which is always strength is the way in which we are
scattered all over the country, often in very isolated sitnations,
and without any means of getting in touch with each other.
This difficulty should now be overcome, and our journal prove
a bond of union amongst the beekeepers of the Dominion. It
will be very helpful to the secretary of the National as a means
of keeping District Associations, as well as individual bee-
keepers, in touch with the work the National is doing. Tt will
also be an assistance to district secretaries in their work.

I would bespeak for our journal that we should emulate

the example set us by similar journals in older countries in
cultivating a feeling of friendliness amongst beekeepers. It
may fairly be said that no person becomes a beekeeper without
lalling in love with his bees. It is a fascinating employment,
creating a deep and abiding interest in itself. Let us seek
to enhance that interest by adding that of a friendly interest
in cach other right throughout the land.
i All that is required to ensure the success of the journal
is loyalty on the part of the beekeepers. The subseription is
a trifle.  Surely if for 3/6 a year we can get a monthly
swmmary of all that is interesting in connection with our
craft, we cannot afford to do without it.

1 know that with the Conference report on hand your
space will be sorely taxed, so I will say no more just now.—
Lam, ete, JAMES ALLAN.
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REPORTS. i

The seventh annual mc;’(nl% mf(lhcﬁ'u]l{l(‘;]il)l‘l;.z"kit‘bikgklﬁ‘j
ssooiation was held in the Trades Flall, Gloucester Btrest
311.-?&'.’31‘\'&“1., on July 7th, Mr. B, 6. Ward (President) in L'(JJ‘
ehair. There was a good attendance, and much interest taken
in the proceedings. ; o

Mr, . W. Kirk (Director of Orchards, &e.) wrote drawing
attention to the forthcoming Grocers’ Exhibition 1n London,
October 20th to 23rd, and asking for entries in honey classes
for colonial producers able to supply five-ton lots—It was
resolved to commend the matter to individual members.

The membership of the Association is now 105.

The delegates who attended the Conference in June pre-
sented their report of the proceedings. Keen inferest was shown,
and the report adopted.

The President read the amended constitution of the
National. e pointed out that the constitution would now
permit of this Association joining the National on equitable
terms. e earnestly urged the meeting to adopt the constitu-
tion and become a District Branch.

Mr. C. A. Jacobsen and Mr. A. Ireland followed on the same
lines, and on being put to the vote it was unanimously resolved
to become a District Branch. 3

The annual report congratulated the Association on a very
successful year. A considerable saving on cases for honey
export had been made to members through the Association
buying these in large numbers. A most enjoyable day had been
spent 1n February at the annual field at Mr. Jacobsen’s apiary.
Little River, and satisfaction expressed at the financial stand-
ing. The balance sheet showed a credit balance of about £6.
On the President’s motion the report and balance sheet were
adopted.

The co-operative movement inanguvated by the Tavanalki
Association was diseussed and defails explained by the Con-
ference delegates. Shave application forms were distributed,
and keen inferest was aroused.. A meeting will be held shortly,
and it is probable if details are mutually agreeable to the
Wailcato, Cauterbury, and Taranald Associations that a branch
of the N.Z. Co-operative Honey Producers’ Association will he
formed in Christehurch. About seventy tons of honey have heen
exported from Cauterbury this season, so it will be seen that
the business is worthy of consideration, as the season has heen
below the average.

Mueh interest was also aroused in connection with fhe
publication of a bee journal. Byeryouc in the room promised
1o support it, and there seems no doubt that it will he 3
from the start

The following officcrs were olected i—Prosident, Me. 15, @
Warl? Vids troatdants Meama .t RnErldent, BB
A Ireland, W..J. Mulholland, A. Johustone; Seerotncy, Mg )’
Mackay ; Predsurcr, Mr, R. N, Gidloy; Lilvarian, Miss [y
Auditor, Mr. W. W. Yeoman; Reportor, Mr. i, ¢, Wl o
witteo~Mrs. Ward, Miss Shophord, and My, 11, Johngtone -

it suce
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NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF NEW
ZEALAND.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 1914.

The annual Conference of the New Zealand National Bee-
keepers’ Association opened in the Esperanto Hall, Wellington,
on June 17, 1914, Mr. Jas. Allen (President) in the chair. Other
delegates present were:—Messrs. J. S. Cotterell (Viee-Presi-
dent), R. W. Brickell (secretary), F. C. Baines, Allan Bates,
W. E. Barker, J. Irving, W. A. Elliott, J. Hobbs, Geo. Ward,
Isaac Hopkins, E. J. Pink, A. Askew, Sinton Hutchinson, C. A.
Jacobsen, A. Ireland, C. E. Grainger, W. B. Bray, C. J. Clayton,
G. Edwards, H. Mannix. G. Flanagan, Arthur Low, Hooper
Teed, H. W. Gilling, J. A. Moreland, A. L. Feist, L. Bowman,
E. A. Earp, G. Nicholls, W. Parrant, G. V. Westbrooke, A
Phillips, C. H. Young, R. Walker, H. Bryans, W. Bryans, W.
‘Waters, W. Nelson, W. L. Bird, E. G. Ward, J. H. Todd, R.
Bath, E. H. Penney, G. Butt, J. Grindley, Mesdames Palmer
and Elliott, Misses Perry, Meek, and Hammond.

Mr. T. W. Kirk (Director of Orchards and Apiaries
Division of the Department of Agriculture) also attended.

OPENING PROCEEDINGS.

SPEECH BY THE HON. R. HEATON RHODES.

The Hon. R. Heaton Rhodes, when he arrived to formally
open the Conference, was welcomed by the President.

In his speech, the Minister said:—

“‘Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—This is the second
oceasion on which it has been my pleasant duty to open the
Conference of beekeepers in Wellington, to offer you a welcome
to Wellington, and to express a wish from my colleagues that
this Conference may be again fruitful of good to the Bee-
keepers” Association. On the last occasion you will remember
that I had to convey Mr. Massey’s regrets that he was unable
to be present. I forget the duty that called him away on that
occasion. On this occasion he has been called to Palmerston
North to open the Winter Show.

During the year it has been very pleasant to note the
cordial relations that have existed between your Association
and the Department. Your ociation has from time to time
made most valuable suggestions with regard to regulations
and legislation necessary for dealing with the beekeeping in-
dustry. As the outcome of your Conference last year the
Apiaries Amendment Act was passed by Parliament. It was,
as you know, a session that was erowded with much business—
there were little things that hung up business from time to
time— (Laughter)—there were certain delays that prevented
our dealing as quickly as we wished with legislation. However,
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islation, Mr. Massqy was able to find
fed lcg[:is:l::cs Bill— (‘‘Hear, hear.”’) T‘hnt
ggestions advanced by your Con-
gulations being gazetted dealing
and control of disease, the regis-
ly the grading of your export
I the export of honey have
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in spite of the crow
time to provide for the A
Act contains most of the su
ference. It provides for re
with the prevention of discase
tration of apiaries, and pl]ll‘(l]l:u:;:u' y

tions dealing wi 0
:gltmj& Ersnrﬂi\;]e'ﬂca but they are in course of preparation,
and T hope, in accordance with the_/\\‘_l, we shall be ubl[c }1;0
lay them on the table of the House wﬂ]nnlfourLcrzn_dnys of the
commencement of the session. In spite of there being no. e
pulsory regulations, a voluntary system of grading is “[
existence, and that voluntary system has been ncc_ept(-d, 50
am told, by the beekeepers throughout the Dominion. The
value of grading is evident to all when you look back to the
time before grading was the practice here and the price you
obtained then in the Home market. That priee, T am told, was
37/6 per ewt. Under the grading in practice you obtain for
your honey 45/- per ewt., and up to 50/- has been obtained.
This, to my mind, marks at onee the henefit of grading to the
export industry.

““Your prospects for the year are good, and these figures
may be of interest to you as showing the advance that has
been made in the export trade. The export of honey for the
year ended March 31, 1913, was 586 cwt., valued at £1,182
For the nine months ended Deeember 31, 1913, the export w.
1,690 ewt., valued at £3,293. The figures for the March quarter
are not yet available, but of course they will go to swell the
amount which T have just given. It will be of interest to you
to know that since April 1, 1913, 1,200 ewt. had been graded
by the Government graders, and a further inerease is looked
for by March 31 next year. It was interesting to note that the
estimated value of honey produced in the Dominion this year
is just over £50,000. One result of grading, I am told, has been
to steady the local market. There has heen no glut, and
generally better prices for honey have ruled in the local
markets.  Your honey, owing fo the advice given by the
instructors being followed, has heen better packed, and has
generally been placed on the market in a very much better
condition.  One interesting faet that has been brought under
my notiee is the establishment in Taranaki of a co-operative
company. Those of you who are interested in dairying, as T
expeet some of you are, know what co-operation has been fo
the dairy industry in this country.  You know the value of a
good, well-known brand to that industry. So it must f
that with honey, when o well established Lo IIs: gy

ney, el established brand is marked and
known, it will be recognised and command g price al once, I
am told that Canterbury ulso is following on fhe sy o,
establishing a_co-operative honey producors’ .mm.'.f, ,','“'h and
congratulate those who ure working on fhese lines. heo. &
am quite certuin that it will henefit the industry. 1 oo e |
to know, foo, that beckeepers gonerally appracimye (he 5 W
tions under the Sale of Food and Drugs Aok (1], the regula-
ou recognise that it is to your benefit hnN’ Wp];.“:;' ll;l""'”)
enefi ¢ fo 4 8 Lo
benefit of the public that there should he no uduli,nmliun“:l)‘l‘Y
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¢ oy placed on the market—(‘‘Hear, hear.”’) Of course,

:gzthg:;{ﬁpumlev my control as Minister of Publi’e Health, and
I am very pleased to know that I may be able in some small
way to help your industry. ) )

““The Government instructors report that the_mdmlry is
steadily growing, that people now _reah?c' there is a steady
means of livelihood in it, that there is a fair market here, and
oversea markets which will be valuable when they are more
fully developed, and: that the industry generally is capable
of considerable development. We recognise that it is our duty
to assist you by passing such Il’glh“'ﬂtlﬂn‘aﬂ you may suggest
to us—of course, after mature consideration by our experts—
and by issuing further regulations if they_should be necessary.
I can assure you of Mr. Massey's goodwill towards you, and
generally of the goodwill of ;he whole of my colleagues. T can
only again wish you a fruitful mnfgrence, an(}, should you
deem it necessary that there should be further legl_nlunm?—well,
I am not sure that we can promise you any this session. It
is the last session of the Parliament, and we may have a briefer
time to pass our legislation than we had last session. At any
rate, I am quite sure that any suggestion you may place hefore
Mr. Massey will receive favourable consideration.””
(Applause.)

The Minister then formally declared the Conference open.

The President thanked Mr. Rhodes for opening the Con-
ference and for what the Government had done for the in-
dustry in past years ‘‘We fully recognise,’” he said, *‘that they
have our interests at heart, not only beekeeping, but fruit
culture (which is allied to it), and general agricultural in-
terests. We feel perfectly safe in approaching them with our
wishes, knowing that they will get the fullest consideration.”’

The Minister then took his leave.

THE PRESIDENT’S OPENING ADDRESS.
A PLEA FOR UNITY.

The President said that there were a few words he wished
to say before the Conference pr led to further business.
““Looking over the past year,”” he remarked, ‘“we started away
from our Conference in great hope, and although we have
had a wonderfully good year, still T have a feeling that it
might have been somewhat bette We expected to meet you

again at the beginning of this year with at least double the
number of members that we have got now, but difficulties

eropped up—difficulties that we did not anticipate—and a
consequence of these diffieulties some of our District A
tions were not able to join hands. Now, T Just want to s.

few words for one purpose, and that is that we us beekeepers
in this Dominion, if we want to be united, must for the
future make up our minds that when we have a personal or
distriet dificulty we are going to sink it all for the zood of
union. T want to give you just a wee bit of past history. T
am pleased that my old friend Mr. Hopkins is sitting in {ront
of me, beenuse he will recognise the truth of what I am
to say. When the battle was being fought for the Apis

my
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the first Associa-
Mr. Hopkins
t so, Mr.
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S istrict Association,
Act, Southland formed a Distric riatio :
tion of the kind, and do you know I t]u:xtkl nf:l»;ytl .
the push that got us the Apiaries Ac s

Hopkins? i ‘
[ ins: “Your Association helped,
M. Hopkins: |8 fHat—by the hox-hiv

1 was pushed long - ;
Mr. Allan: ‘‘Seven or eight months ago a?o R ikile

jari i er owin
to the Apiaries Act was in some danger 0V -J\i-t e

DN L
lifficulties that Mr. Rhodes told us about. r
;i]meL the secretary gave it a push, and it was the National

ssociation behind his back that got us our amendment this

:}::x(“.malneﬁ?ln #l(L:i giving you these facts to show the advautﬂge
of union: it spells something every time, and he!ps us every
time. I must take you back a'bit farther—I don’t know how
many years ago, Mr. Ward can tell you—there was an abundant
amount of common-sense in Canterbury——""

Mr. Ward: *‘There is a little left now.” :

Mr. Allan: *As a result of that common-sense the National
was established and set going, and somchow last year they
lost it.””

Mr. Ward: “Rub it in!” .
Mr. Allan: “But do you know the National was very

nearly wreeked. T believe that we were in a pretty severe
difficulty for some time. Our sceretary-treasurer here, he is a
great man for push. Ie wrote me—I think I had better not
tell. Well now, up in Auckland somewhere we have Waikato—
(Langhter.) They have got push up there, and they have got
organisation. They have got Mr. Cotterell and Mr. Teed, and
I believe the three of them have averted a wreck, and got us
out into the middle of the ocean again and going all right, with
Canterbury installed as pilot of the ovganisation. You see
where T am as far as the boat is concerned. I am going to
sinl everything I have got in order that we may keep her
afloat and all on board.”’—(Applause.)
The minutes of previous Conference were taken as read.
At the request of the President, the Seeretary read por-
tions of the minutes affecting the business of the meeting, and
said letters asking for information had heen sent to the Colorado
Honey Producers’ Association and the Western Australian
Honey Producers’ Association, but that no information had heen
obtained.
. As instructed, he had approached the organisers of the
‘I;urtn;T;:. 'Jr]x-tql)r’r]ntivp Organisation Society, with the result
hat this body had acted as this Association’s export Rirgias
et s this Association’s export house for
Bt 4”‘“’ Secretary f(‘ﬂtm[lilmt the Executive had Deen in-
structed by the 1913 Conference to formulate a co-operati
scheme _mn] report in six months, The Tixee |,"r of ”.d 1Yg
chureh in November, but did not feel Justified i pewer o 50
any scheme at that time, and the matter lapsed, eing
. IY,LM”]“RS[A[H' AND VOTING POWIIRS.
A question was raised pg 0 i
non-members.  The Pre 4]»1‘.\1, t;’“ﬂlfi ﬂ:{:;(l:}x]ﬁ;‘al‘ members and
that heelkeepers were

invited to attend and take papt y {
e ¢ part in the procedings of the Con-

d, but, by heavens!

¢ man.’
amendment
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REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING MAY 31st, 1914.

The President moved the adoption of the report and
balance sheet, as follows: —

Your Executive have pleasure in submitting their first
Annual Report since the reconstruction of the constitution at
the Conference held last June. Owing to the smaliness of our
funds and the difficulty of standardising honey, your Executive
so far have not been able to carry out any work in connection
with the advertising of honey in the local markets. We trust,
however, that this will be undertaken during the coming year.

Export.—An arrangement was made very early in the year
with the Farmers’ Co-operative Society whereby every bee-
keeper in the Dominion could export his honey on particularly
advantageous terms. The arrangement has been taken advan-
tage of by a large number of beekeepers. It is to be desired
that every member of this Association will use his endeavour to
induce every beekeeper to export through this firm in the fol-
Jowing years. It is only by concentrating our exports that we
ean eliminate competition and get good returns.

Legislation.—Early in the year the Executive asked the
Minister of Lands, through the Agricultural Department, to
consider the advisability of reserving ten-acre blocks at about
three-mile centres as apiary sites on all suitable lands which
are cut up from time to time. The Minister approved of the
suggestion, and the apiary sites are now being reserved as
opportunity offers.

Apiaries Act.—It is particularly gratifying to be able to
report that the very important amendments which were
approved of at Conference are now law.

_ Pure Foods Act.—The regulations under this Act are very
stringent, and in more than one instance are so unreasonable
that they cannot be enforced. Conference no doubt will have
something to say on these matters.

y Du_r'!ug the latter part of the year Mr. Robt. Gibb resigned
his position on the Executive, and Mr. C. A. Jacobsen (Canter-
bury) was appointed to fill the vacancy.

Our membership now stands at 256, and as the organisation
and its work become known, it is anticipated that this number
will be at least doubled during the coming year.

. The past year’s work has been uphill and difficult, as all
initial labour is in the building up of a new organisation. How-
ever, beekeepers all over the Dominion are beginning to see the
advantages which will accrue from combined and united action.
Your Executive anticipate that the incoming year will witness
the establishment of this organisation on a broad and solid basis.
Pmspects are good and the future bright. All that is needed
now is to obtain the thorough and hearty co-operation of every
beekeeper in the Dominion.
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10 THE N.
BALANCE SHEET.
i T Expenditure.
Receipts. g s
Cash in hand, 1013 2 010 Expenses of Conference b
Goverament Grant 10 0 0 | Vote Hon. Sec. 1913 213
6010 9 | Postages, Telegrams . 018

S Stationery, Advt., Eto.
Tix. Executive Meeting
Duplicator ... s
Report 1913 o
Seq's. Salary (6 months)
Cash in hand

&
coemomswal

Audited and found corroct,
FRED. 0. BAINES, Auditor.

Liabilities about £20.

In moving the adoption of the report, the President said
that the Bxecutive had worked under great difficulties from
being so far apart. The report showed a considerable amount
of work had been accomplished.

Mr. A. Ireland seconded the motion.

AN EXECUTIVE MEETIN

A question was asked about the expenses incurred by the
Executive in holding a meeting at Christehurch.

Mr. Jacobsen expressed warm appreciation of the industry
and energy shown by the Executive on this oceasion.

Mr. Cotterell said that one meeting during the year was
necessary. At the meeting it was arranged that one agent
should handle the export honey. It was also arranged that
an advance of 3d. per 1b. might be obtained on the grade
certificate.

The report and balance sheet were adopted as read.

THE CONSTITUTION DISCUSSED.

The President said thaf it would be wise to discuss the
difficulties that arose out of the present constitution without
bringing a motion before the Conference. Afterwards they
could meet in committ d make necessary amendments. This
plan would give members time to think the matter over and
decide what was for the best. For his own part, he considered
that the only possible way in which the beekeepers of fhe
]_)nmuvuuu could speak with one voice was through a Nlltlfll;lll
Association.  No local associption—no matter how well org:
nised and condueted—would serve the purpose. Such dn s
ciation was confined to a small aven, When hocketpirs sy
to the Department with one voice, through a Nytional Aserci.
fion, with regard to their needs, it was casier for (ho T rr
ment to understand them. Again, there wag far moro | i
xulml;‘u"lm'y results if exports were sent ot throy zh o Ll :[“rw ot
1].{m if Canterbury sent ity honoy through one uL:n i *’mlmul
edin through another, und so on,” As to (he local S Dt
had a good many wants that they wero gl,h‘,., :"’“k(.m' they
Departmont about, e was afraid My Kl booy PESUCE the
of them before they wore dop, " onreiwonld. bo, ived

part-
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Mr. Kirk: I am pretty thick in the hide.

Mr. Allan: ‘‘United we stand, divided we fall.”’ They
had been working on three-quarters of the fees of the members
of the District Associations. Now proposals were coming in
to cut this down considerably. They would have to give the
National Association the money that was required to do what
it was expected to do..

Mr. F. C. Baines said the South Taranaki Beekeepers’ Asso-
ciation, which had joined the National. was going on exactly
as before. We find, like other local Associations, that the

< amount refunded by the National, is barely sufficient to main-
tain the local Association.

Mr. Hooper Teed said that perhaps Canterbury would com-
promise and agree to pay one-third of the fees to the National.
He was quite sure that one-half of the fees would not cover the
whole of the Waikato expenditure.

Mr. Moreland (Marlborongh) said that the members of his
Association found a local market for most of their honey. The
distriet was isolated, and any attempt to develop the export
trade was blocked by the heavy freight of 17/6 per ton across
Cook Strait. This virtually crippled the export of produce
from Marlborough. His idea was that the National Association
should be composed of local Associations. and that the amount
required to finance the National should be levied pro rata on
the local Associations in accordance with their membership.

The President: That is the most liberal offer we have had
yet.

Mr. E. G. Ward. President of the Canterbury Beekeepers”
Association, said he had been secretary of the old Federation,
and carried on its business for twelve months on six or seven
pounds. They landed up in debt, but laid the foundation' for
the present National Association.. It is money that makes the
mill go. The Canterbury Association wanted to kunow what
it was going to get for its money. During the last twelve
months the Canterbury Association’s membership had risen from
fitty to something over one hundred members. When they
joined the National their contribution would amount to some-
thing like £12 at 25 per cent. of the fees

Mr. W. E. Barker (Peel Forest) said that he had had an
experience which showed the practical value of the National.
Taving lately exported some honey, he had obtained an
advance of 3d. a pound on it within three weeks. That was
very nice, and a great improvement on the old order of things.

The Secretary (Mr. Brickell) said the whole point seemed
to him to be one of finance. When members gave money to
the Executive, they must say what they wanted the Executive
to do with it. If they did not want much done, then the
Exeeutive did not want much money.  “If you give us 25 per
cent. of the fees,”” said Mr. Brickell, “‘you will get value, and
if you give us 75 per cent. of the fees you will get value.” He
went on to state that in his opinion the work before them fell
naturally into two classes. The work of the District Associa-
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i jonal Association
i Jocal in character. The National ociatic
EE(‘IN\X»:; ]::.”g?w‘}:ich was of Dominion seope and which was
| Tor instance, the various Associations

common to them all. n 1 T fociatl ]
had under consideration the question of showing honey exhibits

at the San Francisco-Panama Exposition and 'uthe[‘ exhﬂntmm;
in London, It was unfair that the producer of a five-ton parce
of honey should be expected to bear the cost of semlmg‘n.
display to London, and it was in every way preferable that the
cost should be borne by the National Association, because !.lle
whole of its members would henefit as a result of the advertise-
ment.

Mr. Penncy (South Taranaki) said that he thought Canter-
bury beekeepers were looking at_the matter from an f-nt_xrel_v
wrong point of view. Mr. Ward had said that the Nx_ﬂlonal
did not show a substantial return for the amount it had
received, but he (Mr. Penney) thought that the better way
in the long run wonld be to support the National body, put
good representatives on the National Bxecutive, see that the
money was spent to the best advantage; if they carried on the
District Assoeiations in their own way, by having a sliding scale,
they would still have sufficient to carry on the New Zealand
Association. Under a sliding scale in Taranali most of the hee-
keepers would he giving £1 or more instead of 5/- to the old
Association, and still be able to carry on its work.

CANTERBURY’S ATTITUDE.

Mr. Jacobsen said that there would be no difficulty about
Canterbury joining the National, provided they joined under
the same terms as in the old Federation, and the machinery
of organisation was entirely altered. The National Beekeepers’
Association was a new organisation, and the position of the
Canterbury Association would be altered entirely if it joined.
Hitherto the Canterbury Association had been a local body,
controlling its own affairs entirely, but at the same time
contributing to the Feaeration. Now all local bodies had to
work in accordance with the constitution of the National. If
Canterbury had fallen in with this constitution, the Canterbury
Beekeepers’ Association would not have been in existence
to-day; but, through the efforts of its officers, the Canterbury
Asgociation was in a far stronger position to-day than it way
a year ago. It had been preserved for the purposes of the
National Association. If the eonstitution could be amended
in such a way that the Jocal Associations would remain separate
independent bodies, Canterbury was prepared to join, !

Mr. Clayton said that, as one of the carliest members of
the Canterbury Associntion, he was one of the helievers i
amalgamation.” At this juncture he thought it would be heot
to take the rules one by one and revise them, i

THE WATKATO PROPOSALS,
Mr. J. 8. Cotterell said that this was only reli
discussion, with no {mm’un before the (Jnul'l-ruin::;.Il]l"l{:r:;;:?l:g
not as a member of the Kxceutive, but as g member of lhe‘



THE N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. 13

Waikato Beekeepers’ Association. The constitution, as framed
and passed at the previous Conference, had now had twelve
months’ trial, and, according to the experience of the Waikato
Association, it required amendment. Proposed amendments
had also been drawn up by the Waikato Association. He (Mr.
Cotterell) strongly approved the Waikato proposal that every
member of the National should be a member of a District
Rranch. Any existing Beekeepers’ Association could become a
branch of the National, and the general idea was that every
branch should be kept thoroughly in touch with what was
going on at the National headquarters.

A MAGNIFICENT RETURN.

Mr. S. Hutchinson ridiculed the suggestion that good value
had not been obtained for the funds allocated to the National
Association. The position was, he said, that the beekeepers of
New Zealand had spent £80, and had got the magnificent return
of 10 per cent. on £50,000. That was a good investment—they
would never get a better one. Mr. Hutchinson also emphasised
the necessity of getting small producers of honey into some
sort of organisation. At present these men were made use of
by merchants who wanted to ‘‘bear’’ the honey market. There
was another thing he had always been out to fight—that was
localising. No district in New Zealand could give a guarantee
that next year it could produce the same amount or quality
of honey that it had produced this year. This made it very
important that all the honey exported from New Zealand
should be sent out through one agency. A constant supply in
standard qualities would thus be secured, one province furnish-
ing supplies when another failed. and this would make for a
steady market. Already united action on the part of bee-
keepers had brought about a 10 per cent. increase in the export
output, and producers would get 214 to 5 per cent. better terms
than if they worked alone. Some years ago people engaged
in the butter industry had made £60,000 by one move in redue-
tion of freights. Individually they could not have done it.

HOURS OF MEETING.

It was agreed that the hours of sitting shounld be:—
10 a.m, to 12.30 p.m.; 2 pam. to 5 p.m.; 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. (or other
convenient hour).

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

The Hon, W. F. Massey wired an apology, and expressed
his keen interest in the work of the Association. Apologies
were also received from thirty beekeepers in various parts of
the Dominion.

Before the Conference rose Mr. T. W. Kirk said that Mr.
Cooper and other beekeepers whom he had met at the Pal-
merston Show had asked him to suggest that the next Con-
ference should meet at Palmerston during Show Weel.
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THE ADVANTAGES OF (0-OPERATION.
Mr. 1. W. Gilling (Taranaki) read the following paper on

fo-operation”’ :—

00-OPERATION.

The acknowledged success of co-operative concerns u&
various parts of the world has caused both consumers nfn
producers alike to look upon co-operation as the panacca for
many of their woes. It is unnecessary for me to name par-
ticular concerns, and give figuves to convinee you that co-opera-
tion on the part of the conswmers has resulted in a benefit to
them. Neither is it necessary for me to prove that co-operation
on the part of the producers resulted in a benefit to them.
We have around us abundant evidence of this in the sulicussful
co-operation of the dairy farmers. It is argued that it does
not necessarily follow that becanse the dairy farmers ean co-
operate to advantage that the beekeeper can, We are deaf to
the gloomy utterances of the pessiniist, and we return again
and again and try fo get a elearer vision of co-operation
amongst the beekeepers.  Beekeepers everywhere, with but
few exceptions. long for co-operation.. We take up the report
of the annual meeting of the National Beekeepers’ Association,
U.S.A., and we find on almost every page some expression of
a desire for co-operation. Two co-operative Beekeepers’ Asso-
¢ operation in U.S.A. for some years
and one af least—the Colorado Honey
gradually but surcly extending its
operations. A more or less suecessful co-operative concern has
been in existence in South Australia for about five years.
Although the reports of this concern do not point to unqualified
suceess, the lot of the beekeeper there has been greatly im-
proved through this institution.

clkeepers in New Zealand have through their existing
Association been able to combine to advantage in the purehase
of some of their requisites. But it is not possible for our

sociations as at present constituted to transact the kind or
olume of business we desive. Strietly spenking, it is not a
fair thing for an unregistered association to ineur liability. as
in the eyes of the law it dobs not. exist, and therefore hig 1o
remedy in our eourts  Your instruction to the ingoing Byeen.
tive last Conference to evolve some’ co-operative sehome. io
evidence that you are not satisfied with exisiing conditions. Tn
accordance with your instructions, your Executive sought in.
formation from the Colorado Toney Producers’ Assooiation. (h
Western Toney Producers’ Association, and the Soutlh Ao,
tralian Beckeepers’ Associationd, hut the information eloned
was of 1o value (o us in seoldng 10 evolve i comprehenive .
operative scheme for New Zealand, i 4

It has oceurred, however, Lo n few of the bockespers |

Taranaki (the hot-béd of co-operntion umunj.:iz]lnl|"|‘i‘:"vl|(l‘|:-}:§l:] o
there is no need to go 5o far afleld for idens rogarding o.q ml»"t
tion. Would it ot do to simply follow (ho dairy fyepne o
far as his methods ave applicable to ouy business ¢ Will\”th::?
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jdea, a few of the beekeepers there decided to attempt the
formation of a Co-operative Honey Producers’ Association. The
Memorandum and Articles of Association of one of the most
successful dairy companies was selected as a basis to work upon,
and as far as possible that was adhered to, with the exception
of the necessary alteration to malke it applicable to the bee-
keeping industry. A number of beekeepers were canvassed,
and soon a sufficient number of shares had been subscribed to
enable the Association to be registered and to make application
for the certificate entitling the company to do business.

the receipt of this certificate the policy for the season’s opera-
tions were decided upon, and supplies of tins aud cases arranged
for. In the absence of a bottling depot, arrangements were
made with individual beekeepers to do the necessary bottling
and tinning for the company. So far this concern has proved
an unqualified success.

It is truly remarkable that we failed previously to notice
the many lessons we might learn from the dairy farmer. What
a vast difference co-operation and the establishment of the
factory system has made for him. He no longer sets his milk
in shallow pans and skims it with a skim dish, and weekly or
oftener laboriously churn his cream into butter, journeying
to town with the product to sell to his grocer at the best
price he can bargain for. The coming of co-operation amongst
bee farmers will too eventually work vast changes. He will
no longer be at the mercy of the merchant and grocer. Under
the present system all too often he is compelled because of finan-
cial difficulties to aceept their price. Like the dairy farmer, he
will deliver his honey and receive his cheque the following
month, and will not be kept awake at mnight with anxiety
lest he does not sell his honey. He will no longer feel in any
sense a traitor to his brother bee-keeper, for he will no longer
be compelled to cut prices to effect a sale, but they will both
work together for the common good. Bottling depots will
sooner or later be established. Our first thought is that this
city will, of course, be the place for these, but T am not quite
sure that such will he the ease. We will need to go very
cavefully into all the pros and cons before jumping to that
conclusion. At present I am disposed to think that on investi-
gation it will prove best to follow the dairy farmers here, too,
and put our bottling depots in the centre of the supply. which
may be some distance from the city. Honey would be delivered
to the depot in liquid form, the houney weighed in, and the
supplier tuke back his empty eans. These will need to be
strong, with large open mouth similar to a milk-can. On being
. the honey will be treated to hasten granulation, first
exposing it to a heated atmosphere to raise the temperature
with o view to elarvifying. It will then be run into shallow
tanks, and some partially granulated honey stiveed in to act
as a starter.  Some means will be evolved for treating the
loney to improve the grain,  Stirring we know aceomplishes
this, but necessity, the mother of invention. will eventually
lead to the discovery of better methods. T am satisfied that
our honey can be improved by good manipulation. The
establishment of bottling depots and the possession of capital
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will provide the ways and means for experiments in th‘lﬁ
direction. In a few years’ time the isolated l_w.ekcuper wil
find it as hard to compete with the operative company’s
honey as the isolated butter-maker finds it hard to compete with
the factory product.

In conclusion, T venture to say that the whole outlook for
the bee farmer will he much brighter. Taranaki beekeepers
are now enjoying a foretaste of this. I think I can safely say
that all associated with the co-operative concern there
are satisfied with their prospects, and feel that, when the bee-
keepers of New Zealand as a whole realise the advantages of
co-operation and join issue with them in the establishment of a
co-operative concern embracing the whole of the Dominion, that
the dawn of a better day will have come.

Jacobsen said that Canterbury had taken some steps

establishing a co-operative scheme, but Taranaki had
left them in the Iurch. Canterbury would most likely fall in
with what Taranaki had done, and endeavour to form one
co-operative association for the Dominion. Tf they could get
sufficient support and unity, that would be the solution of
their difficulties.  They would be able to demand a proper
living and a good pr for their honey. e moved a vote
of thanks to Mr. Gilling for his able paper.

« The motion was earried by acclamation.

Mr. F. C. Baines said that he was seeretary of the com-
pany formed in Taranaki. He mentioned that he had reeently
quoted an Invereargill merchant 4. per Ib. fo.b. for honey.
The merchant said that he eould get honey wristehureh
31%d. He (Mr. Baines) could imagine no stronger argument
for co-operation than this sort of thing. Under co-operation
also tins and other supplies could he obtained fo better nd-
vantage. If merchants knew Ahat the price for honey was 4d..
and that they could not get it for less anywhere olse, overy
beekeeper would benefit, i

Mr. Ircland suid that the ndvantages of co-operation were
undeniable—every industry that wanted to keep abreast of the
times had to adopt it. One great objeet of the Association
should be to increase {he consumption of honey. A prasent
many families did not wso it 1t all. e had ot sor] wa
honey in Christehureh that year for 314d., but had. seeqy
ad and 436418 he eould eeure these Prices, why o]
others take any less? There wus no dor BT Ak
were duo 10 people who sold small los
have 1o be evolved under which all heelroq
to sell through o depot. Canterhur
ference with Turanald in regr
and he hoped that o Dowminion
floated.

Mr. Moreland said that attompty (o )
not unknown in Murlborough, By
that a sort of local Looperafion prevaile
pound wus recognised us w stundapd pric
honey,

Wt that small prices
und aseheme would
‘eleepers would be indueed
Y intended to have o con-
1to co-operation straight away,
cooperative selieme would he

eul down prices wore
nstances, hut addod
yundor whioh one
¢ Lo w 664D, (in of
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Mr. BE. G. Ward said he believed there would be no
obstacle to Canterbury joining in with what had been started
by the Taranaki Association. Taranaki had furnished the
nucleus of a good scheme. Tis experience was that merchants
had a fixed price, which they would not go beyond, and the
smaller shops were doing something very similar. He was
satisfied that the time was now ripe for the adoption of co-
operation.

Mr. Isaac Tlopking emphasised the importance of maintain-
ing steady supplies of honey, and also of maintaining standards
of quality. People in New Zealand did not consume anything
like enough honey. The export trade and the local trade must
go on hand in hand. The price here wounld tend to rise in
accordance with the price obtained at Home. Of course, bee-
keepers must undertake to place on the market, both here and
at Home, an article ripened and matured properly. He
cautioned beekeepers against using tanks that were too deep.

At Mr. Gilling’s request, Mr. Hopkins gave his experience
of a co-operative association started years ago in Auckland.
Mr. Hopkins said that the concern was floated in the eighties
(he thought in 1887). He was secretary. The grocers at once
started to ‘‘get at’’ the outside beekeepers, and offered them
a better price than they had been getting on condition that
they did not join the Association. In course of time the
grocers were able to sell honey at less than the depot price.
The Co-operative Society then employed hawkers to go round
from door to door. On this plan the Association did very well
for a time, but in the end the grocers got hold of this trade, too,
and knocked the Association into a cocked hat. Now they had
a better lot of beekeepers thronghout New Zealand. At that
time they had all the riff-raff in the country.—(Laughter.)
He believed that co-operation might very well be successfully
established now. Mr. Hopkins' concluding remark was: “If
you are satisfied with the National, go for that all you know;
if you are satisfied with something else, go for that; but don’t,
for heaven’s sake, split up.”—(Applanse.)

Mr. Jas. Allan said he suspected that there might be some
difficulty in establishing co-operation in the same way as had
been done in the dairy industry, but it should have an excellent
effect in tending to make the price firm and in standardising
the packages. Co-operation would probably help in getting
honey put up in a way acceptable to the consumer, and if it
introduced a proper regulation of price it would certainly do
a great deal for beekeeping so far as the local market was
concerned. He had been offered prime Canterbury honey in
tins at 334d. per Ib. If honey were more attractively packed
the demand would largely inerease.

My, W. E. Barker said that he was not sure that it was
advisable that all the honey should be put through one firm.
Why should it not be divided between two firms if their terms
were equally satisfactory to the Nuhozml!_ He thoughtlsgmo
of the honey might be entrusted to the Bristol and Dominions

Producers’ Association. "
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t to employ more 1]1:1_1:_ one ({i;
tributing agent would result in unnecessary competition on the
English B et, Under that plan one parcel of New Zealand
honey would sell against another, and the price would fall.

Mr, F. C. Baines said that the agents handling New Zealand
honey {his year had depots in all the principal centres at
Home. Formerly merchants did not know where to look for
New Zealand honey, but now they lmew that by going to a
particular firm they could always gel it.

Mr. Gilling said that the Farmers’ Co-operative Organisa-
tion Society was a purely co-operative concern, whereas the
Bristol and Dominions Producers’ Association was a proprietary
concern. In the meantime they were supporting a business in
which members of the National would eventually take up

Mr. Jacobsen said thal

shares.
Mr. Bray contended that to send Home small parcels on

consignment tended to steady and harden the market there,
besides paying those who sold in this way.

Mr. G. Ward (Porirua) strongly dissented from this view.

Mr. Ireland said that agents in London sold all that they
had bought outright in the first instance and afterwards the
honey sent IMome on consignment.

Mr. Clayton said he did mnot think they could hope to
set up a honey depot of their own. In other countries associa-
tions existed to sell all sorts of produce, but in this country
producers were a long way from central points. Co-operation
on less ambitious lines might, however, be very useful.

Mr. Hutchinson said their aim should be to sell export
honey through a eco-operative agent, who would sell in their
interest. In the same way their aim should be to sell in New
Zealand through a co-operative concern. If they got that he
as certain that they could put the price of honey up, and
they could advertise that honey would be obtainable at a
certain wholesale price in all the cit Buyers would have to
give this price or the honey would he exported. He thought
there was a good deal in Mr. Gilling’s idea of botiling the honey
at a central depot. At the depot they could get cheap boy and
girl labour. Tt was really the dairy system over again.

Mr. Gilling said that a good deal had been said which
showed that there was not a clear understanding as to what
could be done by a eo-operative concern, Mr. Clayton thought
that it was not practicable hecause there would not be enongh
business to make it pay. The coneern which had been estah-
lished in Taranaki engaged in various commercial undert akings
including the sale of engines and other plant. Bees also had
been lm\u)ghl and supplied. These dealings had proved remune.
rative. Possibly they would he able to get supplies at reduced

rates if they placed orders for large quantities,

Mr. Allan: Can yon give any iden of the euni y

9 e g roquire

for a company of that deseription? pifal required
Mr. Gilling said that he could not. In Taranaki thoy had
started on somowhat unique lines—thoy started (e e 2

without apy paid-up eapital at all un(il (he Hupany

honey come n;
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then they got it from the honey, He had been asked, ‘‘Why
take up shares in a concern such ag this instead of taking up
shares in the Farmers’ Co-operative Organisation Society?”
One reason was that shares in that concern were of £10 each,
and it was thought that this might disconrage the small bee-
keeper. It was also thought that beekeepers would not provide
enough capital to run the business on satisfactory lines if it
were run as a department of the Farmers’ Co-operative.

19

Mr. Baines said that a co-operative concern would be able
to take the place of the merchants, and advance a fair amount
on the erop.

Mr. Cotterell complimented Mr. Gilling on his paper and
the Taranaki Association in taking the lead.

Mr. Moreland said that he had been asked by Mr. R.
MecCallum (M.P.) to wish the Conference every success, and
to state that he would be glad to give his support to any
proposal calculated to assist the beekeeping industry.

DEVELOPING THE LOCAL MARKET.

Mr. Jas. Allan addressed the Conference on ‘‘The Develop-
ment of the Local Market.”” He said that after the last Con-
ference Mr. Cotterell and himself consulted Mr. Kirk about
grading. Mr. Kirk said that he was willing to do anything
he could for them, and he (Mr. Allan) drew up a scheme
which made it as easy as it could he made for the Department.
Still, it was far too much for the Department to undertake.
Consequently that scheme had been held over in the meantime.
The idea was by some means or other to standardise the honey
for the local market.

A HORRIBLE EXAMPLE.

An example of what was possible at present, Mr. Allan
remarked, was supplied in a tin of honey which Mr. Brickell
had bought in Dunedin.

The tin was placed on the table. The honey was dirty,
evil-looking and sour, and elicited from those present expres-
sions of disgust.

Mr. Brickell said that there were six hundred similar tins
on the Dunedin market. It was Canterbury honey.

Mr. Kirk said that there wasa very simple way of dealing
with honey of that kind. The Health Department officer should
have been rung up. He presumed there would have been a
job for the destructor.

LOCAL GRADING.

At the request of delegates, Mr. Kirk made a statement
on the sabject of loeal grading. He hf\d no hesitation in saying
that in the present condition of the industry it was quite im-
possible for the Government to undertake the grading of honey
for the local market. Even if it were possible, it was a matter
of policy, and of course the Minister would have to be con-
sulted. *‘Mr, Brickell winks at me,”" added Mr. Kirk. ‘‘He
means that I have done grading that T had no authority to
do.”

; Mr. Brickell: “‘No, I don’t, sir!”!
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he had sometimes gone a little beyond
s in matters of mading. Giving Mo
i official one—he would say that
personal opinion—not A0 | depot were in opera-
co-operation were adopted and a central depo s
tion, then local grading might be feasible. Local g @ Mr. Kirk,
necessitate a staff of about twenty. Personally, smd'd el
he pinned his faith fu;‘ the luztlez' ;gdnstry, as he di ;
it i try, upon the expo: rade. Y
o ‘aed that what Mr. Kirk had said e e
strongest possible argument, fﬁr Mr.lGJll‘mg s position. Withou!
-operation they could not have depots.
R Brickell said that carlier in the year Mr. Jus. Allan
had prepared a scheme for local grading for the (_:nnsulemtmn
of the Executive, but it had been found impracticable at the
present time. What interested beekeepers more was the de-
velopment of the local market. Something had been_uccom-
plished by means of show competitions, and the price had
risen this year because there had been a larger demand for
honey as the result of the report of Conference and the ge_ngral
honey news which had appeared in the press of the Dominion.
He emphasised the advantages of showing in the shop wxpdnws,
and remarked that at present there were attractive displays
of nearly everything except honey.
SHOP DISPLAYS AND SHOW EXHIBITS.

Mr. Kirk agreed that shop-window displays had an enor-
mous influence on the public. He suggested that the National
Beekeepers’ Association should arrange a national exhibit at
the two principal Winter Shows. The exhibit, he suggested,
should be on trade lines. Sent to Palmerston and Dunedin, it
would be a first-class advertisement and a cheap one.

Mr. Isaac Ioplkins said that it was a disgrace to the
Associations that they had not better displays at the Winter
Shows.

Mr. Gilling also emphasised the value of advertising, and
suggested that standardisation of honey might do instead of
local grading.

Mr Moreland said that he had done some useful advertising
by writing paragraphs for the local paper.

Mr. Ireland agreed with Mr. Hoplins as to the advertising
value of shows, and mentioned with regret that the Canterbury
A. and P. Show had been a complete failure so far asg honey
was concerned, ¥
. Mr. Clayton said that some of the Agrieultural and Pastoral
Societies offered little inducement to exhibitors in the honey
class. The only Association he lmnew of that had made a
special class for honey was Ashburton. There had been a
régroettably poor display at the Christchureh Wintor Show
last I{Teurﬂt!l'tn;gh good prizes wore offered.

r. Hutchinson said that he was B i 3
Winter Show Asociation. Tt had aheps per 1o Waikata
receive exhibits of honoy, T s heen (plegsed: fo

Y, and made a special class For honey.
e was sorry to sny that there had heen o ReP.
from beelkeepers, Il & Very poor response

The Conference adjourned af 5 p.an
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Mr. Kirk said that
his routine instruction:

(70 b continued in next iswe)
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Correspondence.

! (TO THE EDITOR.)
5!"‘*}19““}]C““é"'at\llatinus to the National for its enter-
prise in establishing a monthly Bee Journal for New Zealand.
| feel sure (llgit it will be an inestimable boon to the beekeepers
of the Dominion.  True we have several good American, British
and_Australian journals, but not one of them deals with onr
conditions, _aud most of them are run more or less by big
manufacturing companies, who have their own axe to grind
There are al least about 1200 heeleepers in New Zealand
worthy of the name (there are thousands of others), and if
cach of these becomes a subscriber success is assured. It there-
fore behoves every member of our Bee Associations to be up
and doing. canvass for subscribers, and lkeep the new barque
not only afloat but forging ahead under a full press of canvas.—

I am, ete., ROBT. GIBB,
Pres. Southland Beekeepers’ Association.

(TO THB EDITOR.)

Sir,—As a prospective beekeeper I was invited to attend
the recent Conference in Wellington, and much enjoyed it. I
was especially interested in the remarks re the English markets,
and as I kept bees in England and was interested in those
markets, I feel, if T may presume to do so, that I should like
to write you giving some of my impressions.

In the first place, I should like to say that I feel sure any
attempt to put New Zealand honey on the English market
in small 1-1b. to 5-lb. tins for the retail trade would be a very
great mistake, for the following reasons. Things in England
and New Zealand are very different. We must bear in mind
the population is large in England, and the people are, roughly
speaking, divided into four classes:—(1) Wealthy people,
including retired ship-owners, heads of large industrial con-
cerns, ete., and the landed gentry (these people are out of
harness, so to speak); (2) Professional men, doctors, solicitors,
ete.; (3) Clerks. shop assistants, etc.; (4) The labourers. Now,
contrary to the rule in New Zealand, these classes buy the
necessaries of life from almost entirely separate sets of sho.p&
You may say that classes (1), (2), and a certain proportion
of (3) deal with shops where members of (4) are very rarely
seen, and (4) deal with shops where members of (1) and (2)
are never seen.

I should say that in the fiest three classes lies the best
mavket for honey, aud these people have a strong prejudics
to anything in tins. “Bottles are much uhenpgr in England L_hm!
here, and in the better class shops you will find very little
tinned food, except sardines. Bottled pint is common. This
preference to glass over tins is due to several causes. The
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difference in price is not so great as in New Zealand. Some
very disgusting reports have been circulated at times Te
certain American tinned meats. One often reads of cases of
poisoning from tinned goods, and people like to see what they
are buying. Whether these facts would apply ‘to honey in
ting or not, the fact remains that anything in a tin is in some
degree considered cheap and undesirable food for the tables of
any but the poor.

Now, to go to the reasons why honey is not more 1n
demand. In my opinion this is due partly and greatly to honey
in England being such an uncertain ¢uantity. The elimate is
very uncertain, and there are hardly any commercial .bee-
keepers. The majority of beekeepers keep less than 12 hives,
keep what honey they want, and send the rest to their grocers.
The uncertainty of the climate and prevalence of honey-dew
(which some seasons spoils a good crop) make commercial hee-
keeping a somewhat precarious undertaking. You will then
see how difficult it is for people to buy a reliable standard
honey in England, and I think it is not to be wondered at
that more is not used.

I think New Zealand honey would supply a reliable stan-
dard and be in demand if once it became known. The question
then arises how to create this demand. Undoubtedly adver-
tising is necessary ; but I would like to suggest to you an idea
I have had for some time.

English people travelling in Switzerland always get honey
in the hotels, and they generally eat it twice a day in preference
to any jams, and nearly always smack their lips over it when
they get home again and talk about it. Every traveller in
Switzerland knows what Swiss honey is, and I think would
eat it at Home if he could get it. Now, New Zealand honey is
just as good. I would suggest, therefore, that the Association
get in touch with the leading hotel managers and proprietors
in different centres, especially those where people spend their
money and their holidays (they are then more impressionable,
and if they find something good like to order some to be sent
lome for them), such as Brighton, Torquay, London, Llan-
duduo, Blackpool, Oban, Scarborough, Yarmouth, Harrogate,
ete,, ete., send them samples of honey, and ask them to put it
on their tables, also to keep displayed in the dining room
a small and attractive exhibit of New Zealand honey in glass
jars of various sizes, with a card of prices, and notice that
customers can secure regular and reliable supplies of this honey
to be ordered in the hotel. Should the demand be ereated, we
v:‘nl_l_[d have a depot in London, where our honey could bhe ;cnt
in bulk and carefully melted and packed in the requived way
to be distributed to fill the various orde Government
guarantee of purity should he prominently displayed with om-h‘
exhibit, as a good deal of misgiving exists as {o the adulteration
Pf.extrauted honey.  Some people buy coml honey and welt
it in the oven with a view to obtaining pure honey and T think
as we cannot ship comb honey a statement to the nﬁ"ug[ that {1 ; 5
process will not secure pure honey should he exhibited “,iltlﬁ
the Government guarantee, as, of course, cheap sugar and
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water fed to the bees would secure fine-looking sections in o
poor season (when comb honey sometimes goes to 1/6 per 1b.).
Of course, when a customer once got introduced to our honey,
he would probably like to take it in the tin and save expense,
but I feel sure to try and introduce it in tins in England would
he fatal to success.—I am, ete.

Blenheim. J. H. TODD.

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—I think the Department made a mistake in ‘‘burking”’
the free disenssion of their action in turning down honey for
export on account of so-called ‘‘scum.”” As a rule, Mr. Kirk
shows a great deal of the wisdom of the serpent in dealing
with ““frail humanity,”” and he should have known better than
to have allowed to he attached to honey so offensive a term.
As Mr. Brickell pointed out, it is not scum; I myself should
prefer the term ‘‘efflorescence,”” and believe it is occasioned
by a sudden change in temperature and atmospheric pressure
acting upon the exposed surface of the honey in the tanks, and
so cansing unequal crystallisation. If this is so, the remedy is,
as Mr. Bowman suggests, one of ‘‘paddling’’ the honey so as to
thoronghly incorporate the efflorescence in the whole body.
But if T am wrong and it is ‘‘scum,”” here we have the strange
anomaly of the Department recommending us to de-grade our
honey by incorporating in it foreign matter, a surely immoral
action. s, I believe, will be the first letter to our new
journal (unless Mr. Bray is in before me), when I fear the
verdict will be ‘‘rejected for want of space,”’ so I take the
opportunity of wishing you, Mr. Editor, every success.—I am,
ete., W. E. BARKER.

The Bulletin Board.

MARKET REPORTS FROM FAR AND NEAR.

Tt is our intention to make this Bulletin Board a monthly
report on the markeéts of the Dominion, the packages in demand
in each town, the (uantity available or required to supply
demands. We intend to publish also reports of shipments sent
to London and elsewhere, copies of the High Commissioner’s
veport, and other interesting and useful information for the
guidance of subseribers in the disposal of their crops.—Corres-
pondents wanted in every town and district in the Dominion.
Will you act?

Auckland.—Honey in  good demand, prices firm, at 3jd. to 4d.
Beeswax scarce and prices firm at 1/6 to 1/6 per Ib.
Wellington.— Market fairly well supplied, consumption in this centre
? being rather small, prices nominally 4d. per Ib.
Chvristchurch,—Honey _plentiful, prices nominally 3jd., demand
stendily incrensing. Beeswax scarce and in demand
at 1/3%. e
i ot irlined to be short and enquiries for small parcels.
Dunedm—-Murkr?zelsn. ige to 41d. for good samples. Beeswax scarce

and in fair demand at 1/4.
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The Beekeepers’ Exchange.

FOR SALE. | WANTED. TO EXCHANGE.

ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be inserted
at the rate of 2/- per 36 words per insertion.

When you have honey or wax to sell, want an apprentice,
partner, or bees, advertise nnder this headin o
WE ARE CASH BUYERS OF BEESWAX at Current Prices,
Send Samples, and state quantity.
BARRLTT & BRAY,
- Wainui, Banks Peninsula.

WANTED, np to 200 COLONIES OF BEES; state condition,
locality, style of hives, and price.
“CALIFORNTAN APTARIST.” Office of this Paper.
HONEY,

Nothing in the whole wide range of the foods of man is
more delicious than honey. Poets have sung of it from earliest
times down till now, and the highest eulogy that could be paid
to the Promised Land was that it was to be a land ** Howing with
milk and honey.”” Mankind of the present day uses the milk
and leaves the honey. Dr. Newman says —'“Honey is not a
Tuxury: it is food in one of its most concentrated forms, It
gives warmth to the system, arouses nervous energy, and gives
vigour to all the al fonetions.  To the labourer it gives
strength, to the business man mental force, . . . It is Nature’s
offering to man. ready for use, distilled drop by drop in myriads
of flowers by a more delicate process than any human
laboratory ever produced.’

If we can make these facts widely Inown, it will be for
the good health of the nation and the profif of ourselves. The
problem before us is, “Tlow can we bring about this desirable
state of things. mely, i ased sumption?"’  Before
setting out o answer the question, we must first find out why
honey does not fake pride of place on the ables of (he people,
The answer to the first question will show us where to look for
the answer of this query,

One of the principal dBjections to honey is its messiness
when Jigquid and its hardness when granulated. The ideal con-
dition-for 4able use is just- that point when it ‘ceases (o ho
liguid and has not. granulated hard. Bxperiments are now
being eondueted, and we hope-shortly 1o he able (o announce
that honey conld be treated in such a way as 1o retain its
delightfnl aroma and delicions flavour, and yo, bo pot upon
the market with o soft smooth grait, and with the sonsistases
of condensed milk. “We gro, of opinfon that if this possiblo
1 will be ensy 46 ineranse-the consumption (o fey! times the
present. demand, ;

Hmm-:m:: .huv? said fhat other people’s experience s apf fo
be our own if we follow the same line of notion. |y the sne-
ceeding ismues we will outline other oxperianges with, food
products, and try and show how we can follow the same Jine
of action’ and obtain the gime good resnlts, * i




[TALIAN QUEENS

From Rool's Famous Long Tongusd
Rei Clover Strain.
THESE ARE THE BEES THAT FILL
THE SUPERS AND THE POCKETS.
SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

PRICES. | Untested - 16/ 15/~
ik, | Testea - 2 20/~ a5/~
M. SHE P HERD,
10 WILMER STREET - = CHRISTCHURCH.
FORTROSE.
W. A. DAWSO N, ORI,

or

QUEENS.

26s.

Queens).

10 Frames
st be added the price of the Queen required.

B Free from Disease. aud brel (rom All care
taken to cnsaro safe transit, o vespon-ibility_taken with s 1 will
e fonthat/ Gal StihE Toam the ont AP MNaitino veFuEa uteat

T —OAsH WL ORDEK W. A. DAWSON, Fouriose, SovtuLaxn.

THE “DAWSON ENTRANGE FEEDER.”

The most Economical Reeder to use.
Saves TIME, LABOUR, & EXPENSE. Three great lactors
of importance to the Beeskeeper.
[t can be wdjusted for use i one i

Some Facte {1 bt yorking e 1 s e e
bindranc Ly Lhe honeygatheres, il onken e nigar o o

red Colonles can be fead in as wany minntes

Feed a litte cach morning early w

with a syrup of “‘two
r," and see how the bees will forge ahead (o the point of
storing a surplus in most cases.

. PRICE - 1/8 Each. Per Doz. - 18/-.
Mnictd. by Wm, A, Duwmn, Fortrose.  Selling Agents, Alliance Box Co., Lid., Dunedin.
.0l bvice  week and keep vour Colonles i koo onler,
eeder can be attache) to airy

J. MYERS & Co.,
IMPORTERS and INDENTORS
For all kinds of CHINA, GLASS
EARTHENWARE, Etc.

Indents taken for

Farringdon Honey Jars. Hllntel' St" WEL”NGTON'

’



Indications so far point to
the coming season as likely
to constitute a Record in
the expansion of the Bee-
keeping Industry ! Therefore

send forward your orders at once

BFOR

‘ALLIANCE BEE

DOVE-TAILED HIVES.

The Hive that is the Standard throughout
the Dominion. It has a Waterproof
Sloping Roof, and is in every way the
Ideal Hive. Well and faithfully made.
Extremely moderate in cost, and gives
completely satisfactory service.

The Alliance Co.

STOCK EVERYTH!K REQUIRED IN BEE-KEEPING.

Send for Copy of Catalogue,

Alliance Box Co.,

LAMUTED,

Headgquarters for Apiarian Suppli

J%

Castle Street ut Dunedin.

Printod and Publishel by Btons, Bon &

Dunedin, for tho N2 Beokospers'
Assoclntion B

Co,, Ltd, Dy
uly LBt 1914



