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gislation, Mr. Massey, was abletoyfind
piaries Bill.—(‘‘Hear,hear. 3 Gnas

Act contains most of te contaeietisSee tue dealin
Se Ea ESSand control of disease, the regis-

tationDEMOIR and particularly the grading of your gee
honey. The regulations dealing with the export of honey have
not yet been gazetted, but they are in course of Deo ena
and I hope, in accordance with the Act, we shall be a

He
lay them on the table of the House within fourteen days of the

commencement of the session. In spite of there being no com-

pulsory regulations, a voluntary system of grading 1s ‘10

existence, and that voluntary system has been accepted,so [

am told, by the beekeepers throughout the Dominion. The
value of grading is evident to all when you look back to the

time before grading was the practice here and the price you

obtained then in the Home market. That price, I am told, was

37/6 per ewt. Under the grading in practice you obtain for

your honey 45/- per ewt., and up to 50/- has been obtained.

This, to my mind, marks at once the benefit of grading to the

export industry.

“Your prospects for the year are good, and these figures
may be of interest to you as showing the advance that has

been made in the export trade. The export of honey for the

year ended March 31, 1913, was 586 ewt., valued at £1,182.
For the nine months ended Deeember 31, 1918, the export was

1,690 ewt., valued at £3,293. The figures for the March quarter
are not yet available, but of course they will go to swell the
amount which I have just given, It will be of interest to you
to know that since April 1, 1913, 1,200 ewt. had been graded
by the Government graders, and a further increase is looked
for by March 31 next year. It was interesting to note that the
estimated value of honey produced in the Dominion this year
is Just over £50,000. One result of grading, I am told, has been
to steady the local market. There hasbeen no glut, and
generally better prices for honey have ruled in the local
markets. Your honey, owing to the advice given by the

instructors being followed, has been better packed, and has

generally been placed on the market in a very much better
condition. One interesting fact that has been brought under
my notice is the establishment in Taranaki of a co-operative
company, Those of you who are interested jn dairying, as T
expect some of you are, know what co-operation has been to
the dairy industry in this country. You know the ayree Q
good, well-known brand to that industry, So if must. f

;

.

;

os a
st followthat withhoney, when a well established brand is marked andknown, it will be recognised and command a price at once, Tam told that Canterbury algo is following on the same li

ae)

establishing a co-operative honey poate ueme ines anc
congratulate those who are worl ‘hn ssociation, —
am aqui

at

are

Working on these lines, because Tjuite certain that it will benefit the industry,
| hide

to know, too, that beekeepers general] in marys lam glad
tions under the Sale of Wood and Danny1Asebalerpethe regula-

bedsrecognise that it is to your benefitrowFrag,hana)benefit of the publie 7 ne tt as to thepublic that there should be no adulteration a
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the honey placed on the market.—(‘‘Hear, hear.’”) Of course,

that comes under my control as Minister of PublicHealth, and

J am very pleased to know that I may be able in some small

way to help your industry.

‘““TMhe Government instructors report that the industry is

steadily growing, that people now realise there is a steady
means of livelihood in it, that there is a fair market here, and

oversea markets which will be valuable when they are more

fully developed, and: that the industry generally is capable
of considerable development. We recognise that it is our duty
to assist you by passing such legislation as you may suggest
to us—of course, after mature consideration by our experts—
and by issuing further regulations if they should be necessary.

I can assure you of Mr. Massey’s goodwill towards you, and

generally of the goodwall of the whole of my colleagues. I can

only again wish you a fruitful conference, and, should you

deem it necessary that there should be further legislation—well,
I am not sure that we can promise you any this session. It

is the last session of the Parliament, and we may have a briefer

time to pass our legislation than we had last session. At an

rate, I am quite sure that any suggestion you may place before

Mr. Massey will receive favourable  consideration.’’—

(Applause. )
The Minister then formally declared the Conference open.

The President thanked Mr. Rhodes for opening the Con-

ference and for what the Government had done for the in-

dustry in past years
‘‘

We fully recognise,’’ he said, ‘‘that they
have our interests at heart, not only beekeeping, but fruit
culture (which is allied to it), and general agricultural in-
terests. We feel perfectly safe in approaching them with our

wishes, knowing that they will get the fullest consideration.’’
' The Minister then took his leave.

TELE PRESIDENT’S OPENING ADDRESS.

A PLEA FOR UNITY.

The President said that there were a few words he wished
to say before the Conference proceeded to further business.
‘‘Looking over the past year,’’ he remarked, ‘‘we started away
from our Conference in great hope, and although we have
had a wonderfully good year, still I have a feeling that it

might have been somewhat better. We expected to meet you
again at the beginning of this year with at least double the
number of members that we have got now, but difficulties
cropped up—difticulties that we did not anticipate—and as a

consequence of these difficulties some of our District Associa-
tions were not able to join hands. Now, I just want to say my
few words for one purpose, and that is that we as beekeepers
in this Dominion, if we want to be united. must for the

future make up our minds that when we have a personal or

district difficulty we ave going to sink it all for the good of
union, I want to give you just a wee bit of past history. I
am pleased that my old friend Mr. Ilopkins is sitting in front
of me, because he will recognise the truth of what I am going
to say. When the battle was being fought for the Apiaries



N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’JOURNAL.

Act, Southland formed a District Association,te ae aositae
tion of the kind, and do you know I thinkTeeththatso, Mr-

the push that got us the Apiaries Act! |
isn

Topicing an

: !
Se aia

“Your Association helped, but, by hgavens*Mr. Hopkins: :

F

f —by ( x-hive man.

I was pushed long before that—by the box Biv
oe

Ir. Allan: ‘‘Seven or eight months ago a

to eee Act was in some danger owing to thoseditt
difficulties that Mr. Rhodes told us about. Just at therig

time the secretary gave it a push, and it was the National
Association behind his back that got us our amendment this

year. I am just giving you these facts to show the advantage

of union; it spells something every time, and helps us every

time. I must take you back a’ bit further—I don’t know how

many years ago, Mr, Ward can tell you—there was an abundant
amount of common-sense in Canterbury ue

Mr. Ward: ‘‘There is a little left now.”’

Mr. Allan: ‘(As a result of that common-sense the National

was established and set going, and somehow last year they
lost it,?’

Mr. Ward: ‘‘Rub it in!”’

Mr. Allan: ‘‘But do you know the National was very,

nearly wrecked. I believe that we were in a pretty severe

difficulty for some time. Our sccretary-treasurer here, he is a

great man for push. He wrote me—I think I had better not

tell. Well now, up in Auckland somewhere we have Waikato—

(Laughter.) They have got push up there, and they have got

organisation. They have got Mr. Cotterell and Mr. Teed, and
I believe the three of them have averted a wreck, and got us

out into the middle of the ocean again and going all right, with

Canterbury installed as pilot of the organisation. You see

where I am as far as the boat is concerned. I am going to
sink everything I have got in order that we may keep her
afloat and all on board.’’—(Applause.)

The minutes of previous Conference were taken as read.

e

At the request of the President, the Seeretary read por-

tionsof the minutes affectingthe business of the meeting, and

saidletters asking for information had been sent to the Colorado

ene peames Association and the Western Australian

popesTroucers’ Association, but that no information had been

As instructed, he had a
i

, he approached the organiser

a ar pte Organisation Society wiihthe ane
iat this body had acted as this Association’s ex ;

fe Heeeieet token

is Association’s export house for

The Secretary stat at the

atin nee Dah ted that the Executivehad been in-
y the 1913 Conferenee to formulate a

ec
i

scheme and report in six months, The Nxee ri
fea Rene Yechurch in November, but did not feeljustifiediy “ash 1, Chai

any scheme at that time, and the matterTppge ROAR
MEMBERSHIP AND VOTIN GPOWBRS

A question was raised ag to t]

hae

. as mite Pan P

P

non-members. The President ruled fei or iembers and
invited to attend and take part in tl

a

he
, beekeepers were

ference.
1¢ procedings of the Con-
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REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING MAY 3ist, 1914.

The President moved the adoption of the report and

balance sheet, as follows: —

Your Executive have pleasure in submitting their first

Annual Report since the reconstruction of the constitution at

the Conference held last June. Owing to the smallness of our
funds and the difficulty of standardising honey, your Executive
so far have not been able to carry out any work in connection

with the advertising of honey in the local markets. We trust,

however, that this will be undertaken during the coming year.

Export.—An arrangement was made very early in the year

with the Farmers’ Co-operative Society whereby every bee-

keeper in the Dominion could export his honey on particularly
advantageous terms. The arrangement has been taken advan-

tage of by a large number of beekeepers. It is to be desired

that every member of this Association will use his endeavour to

induce every beekeeper to export through this firm im the fol-

lowing years. Itis only by concentrating our exports that we

can eliminate competition and get good returns.

Legislation—Earlyin the year the Executive asked the

Minister of Lands, through the Agricultural Department, to

consider the advisability of reserving ten-acre blocks at about

three-mile centres as apiary sites on all suitable lands which

are cut up from time to time. The Minister approved of the

suggestion, and the apiary sites are now being reserved as

opportunity offers.

_ Apiaries Act.—It is particularly gratifying to be able to

report that the very important amendments which were

approved of at Conference are now law.

:

Pure Foods Act.—The regulations under this Act are very

stringent, and in more than one instance are so unreasonable
that they cannot be enforced. Conference no doubt will have

something to say on these matters.

_ During the latter part of the year Mr. Robt. Gibb resigned
his position on the Executive, and Mr. C. A. Jacobsen (Canter-
bury) was appointed to fill the vacancy.

Ourmembership now stands at 256, and as the organisation
and its work become known, it is anticipated that this number
will be at least doubled during the coming year.

_ The past year’s work has been uphill and difficult, as all
initial labour is in the building up of a new organisation. How-

ever, beekeepers all over the Dominion are beginning to see the

advantages which will accrue from combined and united action.
‘our Executive anticipate that the incoming year will witness

the establishment of this organisation on a broad and solid basis.

Prospects are good and the future bright. All that is needed
now is to obtain the thorough and hearty co-operation of every

beekeeper in the Dominion.
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BALANCE SHEET.
©
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2 010 | Expenses of Conference 113 i us
io 0 0 Vote Hon. Sec. 1913 ae

69 10 9 Postages, Telegrams is

»| Stationery, Advt., Eto. iv
£9 18

Ex, Executive Meeting

Duplicator ...
ive

Report 1913 seal i
35°46

Government Grant, ...

Subscriptions
w -

4

a

.

ryeoonenooantSeo’s. Salary (6 mon

Cash in hand

gsi i

Audited and found correct, ‘ '

FRED, ©. BAINES, Auditor.

Inabilities about £20.

In moving the adoption of the report, the President said

that the Executive had worked under great difficulties from

being so far apart. The report showed a considerable amount

of work had been accomplished.
Mr. A. Ireland seconded the motion.

AN EXECUTIVE MEETING.

A question was asked about the expensesineurred by the

Executive in holding a meeting at Christchurch,
Mr. Jacobsen expressed warm appreciation of the industry

and energy shown by the Executive on this occasion.

Mr. Cotterell said that one meeting’ during the year was.

necessary. At the meeting it was arranged that one agent
should handle the export honey. It was also arranged that
an advance of 3d. per lb. might be obtained on the grade
certificate. a

The report and balance sheet were adopted as read.

THE CONSTITUTION DISCUSSED.
The President said that it would be wise to discuss the

difficulties that arose out of the present constitution without
bringing a motion before the Conference. Afterwards they
could meet in committee and make necessary amendments. This
plan would give members time to think the matter over and
decide what was for the best... For his own part, he considered
that the only possible way in which the beekeepers of the
Dominion could speak with one voice was through a National
Association, No local association—no matter how well org

nised and condueted—would serve the purpose, Such A Abhi)
ciation was confined to a small area. When beekeepersnai
to the Department with one yoice,, through a National A oe
tion, with regard to their needs; it was easier for the J

ee

ment to understand them, Again, there way far oy
a

satisfactoryresults if exports were sent owt through one changthan if Canterbury sent its honey through one
anne

edin through another, and so on, Ag to the ie poRERY, Dun-

had a good many wants that they (wero oaae markets, they
Department about, He was afraid MyrKiel

to pester the
of them before they were done, ‘i ren'would. be: tived

part-
hope of
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Mr. Kirk: I am pretty thick in the hide. ~

Mr. Allan: ‘‘United we stand, divided we fall.’? They
had been working on three-quarters of the fees of the members

of the District Associations. Now proposals were coming in

to cut this down considerably. They would have to give the

National Association the money that was required to do. what

it was expected to do.

Mr. F. C. Baines said the South Taranaki Beekeepers’Asso-

ciation, which had joined the National, was going on exactly
as before.We find, like other local Associations, that the

~

amount refunded by the National, is barely sufficient to main-

tain the local Association.

Mr. Hooper Teed said that perhapsCanterbury would com-

promise and agree to pay one-third of the fees to the National.

He was quite sure that one-half of the fees would not cover the

whole of the Waikato expenditure.

Mr. Moreland (Marlborough) said that the members of his

Association found a local market for most of their honey. The

distriet was isolated, and any attempt to develop the export
trade was blocked by the heavy freight of 17/6 per ton across

Cook Strait. This virtually crippled the export of produce
from Marlborough. His idea was that the National Association

should be composed of local Associations, and that the amount

required to finance the National should be levied pro rata on

the local Associations m accordance with their membership.

The President: That is the most liberal offer we have had

yet.

Mr. E. G. Ward, President of the Canterbury Beekeepers’
Association, said he had been secretary of the old Federation,
and carried on its business for twelve months on six or seven

pounds. They landed up in debt, but laid the foundation’ for
the present National Association., It is money that makes the
mill go. The Canterbury Association wanted to know what
it was going to get for its money. During the last twelve
months the Canterbury Association’s membershiphad risen from

fifty to something over one hundred members. When they
joined the National their contribution would amount to some-

thing like £12 at 25 per cent. of the fees.

Mr. W. E. Barker (Peel Forest) said that he had had an

experience which showed the practical value of the National.

Having lately exported some honey, he had obtained an

advance of 3d. a pound on it within three weeks. That was

very nice, and a great improvement on the old order of things.

The Secretary (Mr. Brickell) said the whole point seemed
to him to be one of finance. When members gave money to

the Executive, they must say what they wanted the Executive
to do with it. If they did not want much done, then the
Executive did not want much money. ‘Lf you give us 25 per
cent, of the fees,’? said Mr. Brickell, ‘‘you will get value,and
if you give us 75 per cent. of the fees you will get valué.’’ He
Went on to state that in his opinion the work before them fell

naturally into two classes. The work of the District Associa-
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. :

i jation
tons was prey oa haere pea whch
watha boa re Porfidthndethe various Associations

(0 them all. stance, ;

had

a

naaEnterconsideration the question of showing cedetbe
at the San Franciseo-Panama Exposition and otherexhib

'
in London. It was unfair that the producer of a five-ton parce
of honey should be expected to bear the cost of Se
display to London, and it was in every way preferablethat the
cost should be borne by the National Association, because the
whole of its members would benefit as a result of the advertise-

ment.

Mr. Penney (South Taranaki) said that he thought Canter-
bury beekeepers were looking at the matter from an entirely
wrong point of view. Mr. Ward had said that the National
did not show a substantial return for the amount it had

received, but he (Mr. Penney) thought that the better way

in the long run would be to support the National body, put

good representatives on the National Executive, see that the

money was spent to the best advantage; if they carried on the

District Associations in their own way, by having a sliding scale,

they would still have sufficient to carry on the New Zealand

Association. Under a sliding seale in Taranaki most of the bee-

keepers would be giving £1 or more instead of 5/- to the old

Association, and still be able to carry on its work.

CANTERBURY’S ATTITUDE.

Mr. Jacobsen said that there would be no difficulty about

Canterbury joining the National, provided they joined under

the same terms as in the old Federation, and the machinery
of organisation was entirely altered. The National Beekeepers’
Association was a new organisation, and the position of the

Canterbury Association would be altered entirely if it joined.
Hitherto the Canterbury Association had been a local body,
controlling its own affairs’ entirely, but at the same time
contributing to the Feaeration. Now all local bodies had to

work in accordance with the constitution of the National, If

Canterbury had fallen in with this constitution, the Canterbury
Beekeepers’ Association would not have been in existence
to-day; but, through the efforts of its officers, the Canterbury
Association was in a far stronger position to-day than it was
a year ago. It had been preserved for the purposes of the
National Association. If the constitution could be amended
in such a way that the local Associations would remain separate
independent bodies, Canterbury was prepared to join.

Mr. Clayton said that, as one of the earliest members of
the Canterbury Association, he was one of the helieversin
amalgamation, At this juncture he thought: it would be haatto take the rules one by one and revise them.

Hh

asl
THE WAIKATO PROPOSALS,

_ Mr. J. §, Cotterell said that this was only
discussion, with no motion before the Conte
not as a member of the Executive,

4 preliminary
‘rence. He spoke,

but as a member of the
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Waikato Beekeepers’ Association. The constitution, as framed

and passed at the previous Conference, had now had twelve

months’ trial, and, according to the experience of the Waikato

Association, it required amendment. Proposed amendments

had also been drawn up by the Waikato Association. He (Mr.
Cotterell) strongly approved the Waikato proposal that every

member of the National should be a member of a District

Branch. Any existing Beekeepers’ Association could become a

branch of the National, and the general idea was that every

branch should be kept thoroughly in touch with what was

going on at the National headquarters.

A MAGNIFICENT RETURN.

Mr: S. Hutchinson ridiculed the suggestion that good value

had not been obtained for the funds allocated to the National

Association. The position was, he said, that the beekeepers of

New Zealand had spent £80, and had got the magnificent return

of 10 per cent. on £50,000. That was a good investment—they
would never get a better one. Mr. Hutchinson also emphasised
the necessity of getting small produeers of honey into some

sort of organisation. At present these men were made use of

by merchants who wanted to ‘‘bear’’ the honey market. There

was another thing he had always been out to fight—that was

localising. No district in New Zealand could give a guarantee
that next year it could produce the same amount or quality
of honey that it had produced this year. This made it very

important that all the honey exported from New Zealand

should be sent out through one agency. <Aconstant supply in

standard qualities would thus be secured, one province furnish-

ing supplies when another failed, and this would make. for a

steady market. Already united action on the part of bee-

keepers had brought about a 10 per cent. increase in the export
output, and producers would get 21% to 5 per cent. better terms

than if they worked alone. Some years ago people engaged
in the butter industry had made £60,000 by one move in redue-
tion of freights. Individually they could not have done it.

HOURS OF MERTING.

It was agreed that the hours of sitting should be:—
10 a.m, to 12.30 p.m.; 2 p.m: to 5 p.m.; 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. (or other
convenient hour).

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

The Hon, W. F. Massey wired an apology, and expressed
his keen interest in the work of the Association. Apologies
were also received from thirty beekeepers in various parts of

the Dominion.

Before the Conference rose Mr. T. W. Kirk said that Mr.

Cooper and other beekeepers whom he had met at the Pal-

merston Show had asked him to suggest that the next Con-

ference should meet at Palmerston during Show Week.
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THE ADVANTAGES OF CO-OPERATION.

Mr. I. W. Gilling (Taranaki) read the following paper on

‘“Co-operation’’ :—

CO-OPERATION.

The acknowledged success of co-operative concerns

iF
various parts of the world has caused both consumers acea for
producers alike to look upon co-operation as the pana

many of their woes. It is unnecessary for me to name par-

ticular concerns, and give figures to convince you that co-opera-
tion on the part of the consumers has resulted in a benefit to

them. Neither is it nécessary for me to prove that co-operation
on the part of the producers has resulted in a benefit to them.

We have around us abundant evidence of this in the successful

co-operation of the dairy farmers. It is argued that it does

not necessarily follow that because the dairy farmers can co-

operate to advantage that the beekeeper can. We are deaf to

the gloomy utterances of the pessimist,’and we return again
and again and try to get a clearer vision of co-operation
amongst the beekeepers. Beekeepers everywhere, with but

few exceptions. long for co-operation..- We take up the report
of the annual meeting of the National Beekeepers’ Association,
U.S.A., and we find on almost every page some expression of
a desire for co-operation. ‘wo eo-operative Beekeepers’ Asso-

ciations have been in active operation in U.S.A. for some years
with satisfactory results, and one at least—the Colorado Honey
Producers’ Association—is gradually but surely extending its

operations. A more or less successful co-operative concern has
been in existence in South Australia for about five years.
Although the reports of this concern do not point to unqualified
success, the lot of the beekeeper there has been greatly im-

proved through this institution.

Beekeepers in New Zealand have through their existing
Association been able to. combine to advantage in the purchase
of some of their requisites. But it is not possible for our

Associations as at present constituted to transact the kind or

volume of business we desire. Strictly speaking, it is not a
fair thing for an unregistered association to ineur lability, as
in the eyes of the law it doés not exist, and therefore has no

remedy in our courts. Your jnstruection to the ingoing Execu-
tive last Conference to evolye some co-operative scheme is
evidence that you are not satisfied with existing conditions In
accordance with your instructions, your Executive soughtin-
formation fromthe Colorado Tloney Producers’ Asso i ti th
Western Ioney Producers’ ociati Satiney

Pr rs’ Association, and the South Aus-

tralianBeekeepers’ Association, but the information gleaned
‘was of no value to us in secling to evolve a com prehensi lide
operative scheme for New Zealand,

ighta

It has occurred, however, to a few of" the boekeepers in
Taranaki (the hot-bed of Co-operation amongst dairymen ) tI
there is no need to go so far afleld for ideas regarding Go( i
tion, Wouldit not do to simply follow the (lairy fa 7 eee
far as his methods are applicable to our businoggtWiththat§

a
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idea, a few of the beekeepers there decided to attempt the

formation of a Co- operative Honey Producers’ Association. The

Memorandum and Articles of Association of one of the most

successful dairy companies was selected as a basis to work upon,

and as far as possible that was adhered to, with the exception
-of the necessary alteration to make it applicable to the bee-

keeping industry, A number of ,beekeepers were canvassed,
-and soon a sufficient number of shares had been subscribed to
enable the Association to be registered and to make application
for the certificate entitling the company to do business.On

the receipt of this certificate the policy for the season’s opera-

tions were decided upon, and supplies of tins aud cases arranged
for. In the absence of a bottling depot, arrangements were

made with individual beekeepers to do the necessary bottling
and tinning for the company. So far this concern has proved
an unqualified success.

It is truly remarkable that we failed previously to notice

the many lessons we might learn from the dairy farmer. What

a vast difference co-operation and the establishment of the

factory system has made for him. He no longer sets his milk

in shallow pans and skims it with a skim dish, and weekly or

oftener laboriously churn his cream into butter, journeying
to town with the product to sell to his grocer at the best

price he can bargain for. The coming of co-operation amongst
bee farmers will too eventually work vast changes. He Will

no longer be at the mercy of the merchant and grocer. Under
the present system all too often he is compelled because of finan-

cial difficulties to accept their price. Like the dairy farmer, he

will deliver his honey and: receive his cheque the following
month, and will not be kept awake at night with anxiety
lest he does not sell his honey. He will no longer feel in any
sense a traitor to his brother bee-keeper, for he will no longer
be compelled to cut prices to effect a sale, but they will both
work together for the common good. Bottling depots will
sooner or later be established. Our first thought is that this

city will, of course, be the place for these, but [ am not quite
sure that such will be the case. We will need to go very

carefully into all the pros and cons before jumping to that
conclusion. At present I am disposed to think that on investi-

gation it will prove best to follow the dairy farmers here, too,

and put our bottling depots in the centre of the supply, which

may be some distance from the city. Honey would be delivered
to the depot in liquid form, the honey weighed in, and the

supplier take back his empty cans. These will need to be

strong, with large open mouth sumilar to a milk-ean. On being
received, the honey will be treated to hasten granulation, first

exposing it to a heated atmosphere to raise the temperature
with a view to clarifying. It will then be run into shallow

tanks, and some partially granulated honey stirred in to aet

as a starter. Some means will be evolved for treating the

honey to improve the grain. Stirring we know accomplishes
this, but necessity, the mother of invention, will eventually
lead to the discovery of better methods. T° am satisfied that

our honey can be improved by good manipulation. The

establishment of bottling depots and the possession of capital
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will provide the ways and means for experiments In ai

direction. In a few years’ time the isolated beekeeper wil
find it as hard to eompete with the co-operative company $8

honey as the isolated butter-maker finds it hard to compete with

the factory product.

In conelusion, I venture to say that the whole outlook for

the bee farmer will be much brighter. Taranaki beekeepers
are now enjoying a foretaste of this. I think I can safely say
that all associated with the co-operative concern there

are satisfied with their prospects, and feel that, when the bee-

keepers of New Zealand as:a whole realise the advantages of

co-operation and join issue with them in the establishment of a

co-operative concern embracing the whole of the Dominion, that
the dawn of a better day will have come.

Mr. Jacobsen said that Canterbury had taken some steps
towards establishing a co-operative scheme, but Taranaki had
left them in the lureh. Canterbury would most likely fall in
with what Taranaki had done, and endeavour to form one

co-operative association for the Dominion. If they could get
sufficient support and unity, that would be the solution of
their difficulties. They would be able to demand a proper
living and a good price for their honey. He moved a vote
of thanks to Mr. Gilling for his able paper.

» The motion was carried by acclamation.

Mr. F. C. Baines said that he was secretary of the com-

pany formed in Taranaki. He mentioned that he had recently
quoted an Invercargill merchant 4d. per Ib. f.o.b. for honey.
The merchant said that he could get honey in Christehureh
for 344d. He (Mr. Baines) could imagine no stronger argument
for co-operation than this sort of thing. Under co-operation
also tins and other supplies could be obtained to better ad-
vantage. Jf merchants knew dhat the price for honey was 4d.,
and that they could not get it for less anywhere else, every
beekeeper would benefit.

;

Mr. Ireland said that the advantages of co-operation were

undeniable—every industry, that wanted to keep abreast of the
times had to adopt it. One great object of the Assoeiation
should be to inereage the consuinption of honey, At present
many families did not use it at all. We had not sold ‘anyhoney in Christchurch that year for 8Vod,, but had secured4d, and 4¥d, If he could secure these prices why sh ) ldothers take any less? There was no doubt that small ha :
were due to people who sold small lots, and tt saite ’ Biahave to he evolved under which all heelcoeperswould aS

WO

to sell through a depot, Canterbury intende
We DO ANAS

“A y

H ot nded to have a con-ference with Taranalcd in regard to Co-Operation strai 4 Fon

and he hoped that a Dominion eo-9 erative + Airhight away,
Anatad Perative scheme would be

Mr, Morelandsaid that attempts to beat down pri
not unknown

in Marlborough, and guvo Wate BRIGGwore

that a sort of local co-operation prevailed nna mutadcloc

pound was recognised us p standard. price i udor whieh one

honey, OV a OG-TD, tin of
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Mr. E. G. Ward said he believed there would be no

obstacle to Canterbury joining in with what had been started

by the Taranaki Association. Taranaki had furnished the
nucleus of a goodscheme. Tis experience was that merchants
had a fixed price, which they would not go beyond, and the
smaller shops were doing something very similar. He was

satisfiedthat the time was now ripe for the adoption of co-

operation.

Mr. Isaae Hopkins emphasised the importance of maintain-

ing steady supplies of honey, and also of maintaining standards

of quality. People in New Zealand did not consume anything
like enough honey. The export trade and the local trade must

go on hand in hand. The price here would tend to rise in
accordance with the price obtained at Home. Of course, bee-

keepers must undertake to place on the market, both here and

at Home, an article ripened and matured properly. He

cautioned beekeepers against using tanks that were too deep.

At Mr. Gilling’s request, Mr. Hopkins gave his experience
of a co-operative association started years ago in Auckland.

Mr. Hopkins said that the concern was floated in the eighties
(he thought in 1887). He was secretary. The grocers at once

started to ‘‘get at’’ the outside beekeepers, and offered them

a better price than they had been getting on condition that

they did not join the Association. Im course of time the

grocers were able to sell honey at less than the depot price.
The Co-operative Society then employed hawkers to go round

from door to door. On this plan the Association did very well

for a time, but in the end the grocers got hold of this trade, too,

and knocked the Association into a cocked hat. Now they had
a better lot of beekeepers throughout New Zealand. At that

time they had all the riff-raff in the country.—(Laughter.)
Fe believed that co-operation might very well be successfully
established now. Mr. Hopkins’ concluding remark was: ‘“‘If

you are satisfied with the National, go for that all you know;
if you are satisfied with something else, go for that; but don’t,
for heaven’s sake, split up.’’—(Applanse.)

Mr. Jas. Allan said he suspected that there might be some

difficulty in establishing co-operation in the same way as had

been done in the dairy industry, but it should have an excellent
effect in tending to make the price firm and in standardising
the packages. Co-operation would probably help in getting
honey put up in a way acceptable to the consumer, and if it

introduced a proper regulation of price it would certainly do

a great deal for beekeeping so far as the local market was

concerned, He had been offered prime Canterbury honey in

tins at 334d. per lb, If honey were more attractively packed
the demand would largely increase.

Mr. W. B. Barker said that he was not sure that it was

advisable that all the honey should be put through one firm.

Why should it not be divided between two firms if their terms

were equally satisfactory to the National? He thought some
of the honey might be entrusted to the Bristol and Dominions

Producers’ Association.
.
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{ to employ more than one ae
ogre

i

a , atition on the

tributing agent would result in unnecessary compe
English market. Under that plan one parcel of NewZealane’
honey would sell against another, and the price would falls

Mr. F. GC.Baines said that the agents handling New Zealand

honey this year had depots in all the principal eentres at

Home. Formerly merchants did not know where to look for

New Zealand honey, but now they knew that by going to a

particular firm they could always get it.

Mr. Gilling said that the Farmers’ Co-operative Organisa-
tion Society was a purely co-operative concern, whereas the

Bristol and Dominions Producers’ Association was a proprietary
concern, In the meantime they were supporting a business im

which members of the National would eventually take up

shares.

Mr. Bray contended that to send Home small parcels on

consignment tended to steady and harden the market there,
besides paying those who sold in this way.

Mr. G. Ward (Porirua) strongly dissented from this view.

Mr. Ireland said that agents in London sold all that they
had bought outright in the first instance and afterwards the

honey sent Home on consignment.
Mr. Clayton said he did not think they could hope to

set up a honey depot of their own. In other countries associa-

tions existed to sell all sorts of produce, but in this country
producers were a long way from central points. Co-operation
on less ambitious lines might, however, be very useful.

Mr. Untchinson said their aim should be to sell export
honey through a co-operative agent, who would sell in their
interest. Jn the same way their aim should be to sell in New
Zealand through a co-operative concern. If they got that he
was certain that they could put the price of honey up, and

they could advertise that honey would be obtainable at a

certain wholesale price in all the cities. Buyers would have to

give this price or the honey would be exported. He thought
there was a good deal in Mr. Gilling’s idea of bottling the honey
at a central depot. At the depot they could get cheap boy and
girl labour. It was really the dairy system over again,

Mr. Gilling said that a good deal had been said which
showed that there was not a clear understanding as to what

could be done by a co-operative concern, Mr, Clayton thought
that it was not practicable because there would not be enough
business to makeit pay. The concern which had been estab-
lishedin Taranaki engagedin various commercial undertakings,
includingthesaleof

engines and other plant. Bees also had
been boughtand supplied. These dealings had proved remune-

rative,Possibly they would be able to get supplies at reduced
rates if they placed orders for large quantities,

Mr. Allan: Can you give any idea of the
.

‘

Ae

hid
2

he capital re “a

for a company of that description?
pital renived

mn/ TA parce ,

‘

Mr. Gilling said that he could not. In Taranaki they had
started on somewhat unique lines—they started the

nN

without apy paid-up capital at all until the honey

Mr. Jacobsen said tha

company
came in;
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then they got it from the honey,
take up shares in

shares in the Far

He had been asked,
‘‘

Why
@

concern such as this instead of taking up
mers’ Co-operative Organisation Society?”’

One reason was that shares in that concern were of £10 each,
and it was thought that this might discourage the small bee-

keeper. It was also thought that beekeepers would not provide
enough capital to run the business on satisfactory lines if it
were run as a department of the Farmers’ Co-operative.

Mr. Baines said that a co-operative concern would be able

to take the place of the merchants, and advance a fair amount

on the crop.

Mr. Cotterell complimented Mr. Gilling on his paper and

the Taranaki Association in taking the lead.

Mr. Moreland said that he had been asked by Mr. R.

McCallum (M.P.) to wish the Conference every success, and

to state that he would be glad to give his support to any

proposal calculated to assist the beekeeping industry.

DEVELOPING THE LOCAL MARKET.

Mr. Jas. Allan addressed the Conference on ‘‘The Develop-
ment of the Local Market.’’ He said that after the last Con-
ference Mr. Cotterell and himself consulted Mr. Kirk about

grading. Mr. Kirk said that he was willing to do anything
he could for them, and he (Mr. Allan) drew up a scheme

which made it as easy as it could be made for the Department.
Still, it was far too much for the Department to undertake.

Consequently that scheme had been held over in the meantime.

The idea was by some means or other to standardise the honey
for the local market.

A HORRIBLE EXAMPLE.

An example of what was possible at present, Mr. Allan

remarked, was supplied in a tin of honey which Mr. Brickell

had bought in Dunedin.

The tin was placed on the table. The honey was dirty,
evil-looking and sour, and elicited from those present expres-

sions of disgust.
Mr. Brickell said that there were six hundred similar tins

on the Dunedin market. It was Canterbury honey.

Mr. Kirk said that there was:a very simple way of dealing
with honey of that kind. The Health Department officer should

have been rung up. He presumed there would have been a

job for the destructor.

LOCAL GRADING.

At the request of delegates, Mr. Kirk made a statement

on the subject of local grading. He had no hesitation in saying
that in the present condition of the industry it was quite im-

possible for the Government to undertake the grading of honey
for the local market. Even if it were possible, it was a matter

of policy, and of course the Minister would have to be con-

sulted. ‘‘Mr. Brickell winks at me,”’ added Mr. Kirk. ‘‘He

means that I have done grading that I had no authority to

do.”’

Mr. Brickell: ‘‘No, I don’t, sir!??
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:

: d

Mr. Kirk said that he had sometimes gone
a Le

his routine instructions in matters of grading.
:

5 sa that if

personal opinion—not an official one—he woulda 1mspatial
*

6 d and a central depot were.
co-operation were adoptec ;

val grading would
tion, then local grading might be feasible. Local g

d Mr. Kirk
necessitate a staff of about twenty.

;
Personally,fedid fe fie

he pinned his faith for the honey ae
as he

it industry, upon the expo rade.
|

‘

es Allanad that what Mr. Kirk had_said Le a
strongest possible argument tOpat ae

's position.
- ion they could not have depots.

"Mtr,Briekelsaid that earlier in the year
Mr. Jas. Allan

had prepared a scheme for local grading for the cons ae
eae

of the Executive, but it had been found impracticable at the

present time. What interested beekeepers more was the de-

velopment of the local market. Something had beenaccom-
plished by means of show competitions, and the price had

risen this year because there had been a larger demand for

honey as the result of the report of Conference and the general
honey news which had appeared in the press of the Dominion.
He emphasised the advantages of showing in the shop windows,
and remarked that at present there were attractive displays
of nearly everything except honey.

SHOP DISPLAYS AND SHOW EXHIBITS.

Mr. Kirk agreed that shop-window displays had an enor-

mous influence on the public. He suggested that the National

Beekeepers’ Association should arrange a national exhibit at

the two principal Winter Shows. The exhibit, he suggested,
should be on trade lines. Sent to Palmerston and Dunedin, it
would be a first-class advertisement and a cheap one.

Mr. Isaac Hopkins said that it was a disgrace to the
Associations that they had not better displays at the Winter
Shows.

Mr. Gilling also emphasised the value of advertising, and
suggested that standardisation of honey might do instead of
local grading;

Mr Moreland said that he had done some useful advertising
by writing paragraphs for the local paper.

Mr. Ireland agreed with Mr. Hopkins as to the advertising
value of shows, and mentioned with regret that the CanterburyA. and P, Show had been a complete failure so far as honey
was concerned,

:

Mr. Claytonsaid that some of the Agricultural and Pastoral
Societies offered little inducement to exhibitors in the honey
class. The only Association he knew of that had made a
specialclass for honey was Ashburton, There had been a
régrettably poor display at the Christchurch Winter Show
lastveerSheuehBpPafenieaewere offered.

_

ar, Sulchinson said that he was a member of the ailcat
Winter Show Association,It had always been oeWalkatareceive exhibits of honey, and made a special Glass f a

;

8 for honeyHe was sorry to say that thore had been a very» 5

yt

from beekeepers.
'

Y poor response
The Conference adjourned at 5 p.m,

; ;

(To be continued in newt issue).
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(T0 THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—Heartycongratulationsto the National for its enter-
prise in establishing a monthly Bee Journal for New Zealand
J feel sure that it will be an inestimable boon to the beekeepers
of the Dominion. True we have several good American, British
and AustralianJournals, but not one of them deals with ont

conditions, and most of them are run more or less by big
manufacturing companies, who have their own axe to grind.
There are at least about 1,200 heekeepers in New Zealand
worthy of the name (there are thousands. of others), and if
each of these becomes a subseriber suecess is assured. It there-
fore behoves every member of our Bee Associations to be up
and doing, canvass for subscribers, and keep the new barque
not only afloat but forging ahead under a full press of eanvas.—

I am, ete., nN ROBT. GIBB,
Pres. Southland Beekeepers’ Association.

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—As a prospective beekeeper I was invited to attend
the recent Conference in Wellington, and much enjoyed it. I
was especially interested in the remarks re the English markets,
and as I kept bees in England and was interested in those

markets, I feel, if I may presume to do so, that I should hke
to write you giving some of my impressions.

In the first place, I should like to say that I feel sure any

attempt to put New Zealand honey on the English market

in small 1-lb. to 5-Ib. tins for the retail trade would be a very

great mistake, for the following reasons. Things in England
and New Zealand are very different. We must bear in mind

the population is large in England, and the people are, roughly
speaking, divided into four classes:—(1) Wealthy people,
including retired ship-owners, heads of large industrial con-

cerns, ete., and the landed gentry (these people are out of

harness, so to speak); (2) Professional men, doctors, solicitors,
ete.; (3) Clerks, shop assistants, etc.; (4) The labourers. Now,

contrary to the rule in New Zealand, these classes buy the

necessaries of life from almost entirely separate sets of shops.
You may say that classes (1), (2), and a certain proportion
of (3) deal with shops where members of (4) are very rarely

seen, and (+) deal with shops where members of (1) and (2)
are never seen.

.

I should say that in the first three classes lies the best

Inarket for honey, aud these people have a strong prejudice
to anything in tins. “Bottles are much cheaper in England than
here, and in the better class shops you will find very little
tinned food, except sardines. Bottled pint is common. This
preference to glass over tins is due to several causes. The
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great as in New Zealand. Some
difference in price is not so

een circulated at times re
ver iscusting reports have b

eee Deerientrend meats. One often reads of cases of

poisoning from tinned goods, and people like to see what they
are buying. Whether these facts would apply to honey i

tins or not, the fact remains that anything in a tin is In some
degree considered cheap and undesirable food for the tables of

any but the poor.

Now, to go to the reasons why honey is not more 1n

demand. In my opinion this is due partly and greatly to honey
in England being such an uncertain quantity. The climate 1s

very uncertain, and there are hardly any commercial bee-
keepers. The majority of beekeepers keep less than 12 hives,

keep what honey they want, and send the rest to their grocers.

The uncertainty of the climate and prevalence of honey-dew
(which some seasons spoils a good crop) make commercial bee-

keeping a somewhat precarious undertaking. You will then

see how difficult it is for people to buy a reliable standard

honey in England, and I think it is not to be wondered at

that more is not used.

I think New Zealand honey would supply a reliable stan-

dard and be in demand if once it became known. The question
then arises how to create this demand. Undoubtedly adver-

tising 1s necessary; but I would like to suggest to you an idea
I have had for some time.

English people travelling in Switzerland always get honey
in the hotels, and they generally eat it twice a day in preference
to any jams, and nearly always smack their lips over it when

they get home again and talk about it. Every traveller in

Switzerland knows what Swiss honey is, and I think would
eat it at Home if he could get it. Now, New Zealand honey is

just as good. I would suggest, therefore, that the Association

get in touch with the leading hotel managers and proprietors
in different centres, especially those where people spend their

money and their holidays (they are then more impressionable,
and if they find something good like to order some to be sent

home for them), such as Brighton, Torquay, London, Llan-

duduo, Blackpool, Oban, Scarborough, Yarmouth, Harrogate,
ete., ete., send them samples of honey, and ask them to put it
on their tables, also to keep displayed in the dining room

a small and attractive exhibit of New Zealand honey in glass
jars of various sizes, with a card of prices, and notice that
customers can secure regular and reliable supplies of this honey
to be ordered in the hotel. Should the demand be created. we
could have a depot in London, where our honey could be sent
in bulk and carefully melted and packed in the required way
to be distributed to fill the various orders. <A Government
guaranteeof purity should be prominently displayed with each
exhibit, as a good deal of misgiving exists as to the adulteration
ofextractedhoney. Some people buy com) honey and melt
it in the oven with a view to obtaining pure honey, and I think
as we cannot ship comb honey a statement to the effect,that thi
process will not secure pure honey should be exhibitedaethe Government guarantee, as, of course, cheap sugar and
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water fed to the bees would secure fine-looking sections in a

poor season (when comb honey sometimes goes to 1/6 per lb.).
Of course, when a customer once got introduced to our honey,
he would probably like to take it in the tin and save expense,
but I feel sure to try and introduce it in tins in England would
be fatal to suecess.—I am, ete.

Blenheim. J. H. TODD.

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—I think the Department made a mistake in ‘‘burking”’
the free discussion of their action in turning down honey for

export on account of so-called ‘‘scum.’’ As a rule, Mr. Kirk

shows a great deal of the wisdom of the serpent in dealing
with ‘‘frail humanity,’’ and he should have known better than

to have allowed to be attached to honey so offensive a term.

As Mr. Brickell pointed out, it is not scum; I myself should

prefer the term ‘‘efflorescence,’’ and believe it is occasioned

by a sudden change in temperature and atmospheric pressure

acting upon the exposed surface of the honey in the tanks, and

so causing unequal crystallisation. If this is so, the remedy is,
as Mr. Bowman suggests, one of ‘‘paddling’’ the honey so as to

thoroughly incorporate the efflorescence in the whole body.
But if I am wrong and it is ‘‘scum,’’ here we have the strange
anomaly of the Department recommending us to de-grade our

honey by incorporating in it foreign matter, a surely immoral
action. This, I believe, will be the first letter to our new

journal (unless Mr. Bray is in before me), when I fear the
verdict will be ‘‘rejected for want of space,’’ so I take the

opportunity of wishing you, Mr. Editor, every suecess:—I am,

ete., W. E. BARKER.

The Bulletin Board.
MARKET REPORTS FROM FAR AND NEAR.

It is our intention to make this Bulletin Board a monthly
report on the markets of the Dominion, the packages in demand

in each town, the quantity available or required to supply
demands. We intend to publish also reports of shipments sent

to London and elsewhere, copies of the High Commissioner’s

report, and other interesting and useful information for the

euidance of subscribers in the disposal of their crops.—Corres-
pondents wanted in every town and district in the Dominion.

Will you act?

Auckland.—Honey in good demand, prices firm, at 3}d. to 4d.

Beeswax scarce and prices firm at 1/5 to 1/6 perlb.

Wellineton.—Market fairly well supplied, consumptionin this centre
>

being rather small, prices nominally 4d. per Ib.

Christchurch.—Honey plentiful, prices nominally 3$d., demand

steadily increasing. Beeswax scarce and in demand

at 1/34. is

i
“at irelined to be short and enquiries for small parcels.

lel 34d,to 44d, for good samples. Beeswax scarce

and in fair demand at 1/4.
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The Beekeepers’ Exchange.
FOR SALE. | WANTED. | TO EXCHANGE.

ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be inserted
at the rate of 2/* per 36 words per insertion.

When you have honey or wax to sell, want an apprentice,
partner, or bees, advertise under this heading.

WE ARE CASH BUYERS OF BEESWAX at Current Prices,
Send Samples, and state quantity.

BARRETT & BRAY,
~~ Wainui, Banks Peninsula.

WANTED, up to 200 COLONIES OF BEES; state condition,
locality, style of hives, and price.

“CALIFORNIAN APIARIST,”’ Office of this Paper.

HONEY.

Nothing in the whole wide range of the foods of man is
more delicious than honey. Poets have sung of it from earliest
times down till now, and the highest eulogy that eould be paid
to the Promised Land was that it was to be a land “flowing with
milk and honey.’’ Mankind of the present day uses the milk
and leaves the honey. Dr. Newman says :—“Honey is not a

luxury: it is food in one of its most concentrated forms. It
gives warmth to the system, arouses nervous energy, and gives
vigour to all the vital functions. To the labourer it gives
strength, to the business man mental force,... It is Nature’s
offering to man, ready for use, distilled drop by drop in myriads
of flowers by a more delieate process than any human
laboratory ever produced.’’

If we can make these facts widely known, it will be for
the good health of the nation and the profit of ourselves. The
problem before us is, ‘‘Tlow ean we bring about this desirable
state of things—namely, inereased consumption??? —_Before
setting out to answer the question, we must first find out whyhoney does not take pride*of place on the tables of the people.The answer to the first question will show us where to look forthe answer of this query,

One of the principal objections to honey is its messiness
when liquid and its hardness when granulated. The ideal con-

dition>fortable use is just that point when it ‘ceases to be
liquid and has not granulated hard. Experiments are nowbeing eondueted, and we hope. shortly to be able to announcethat honey could be treated in such a way ag to retain. itsdelightful aroma and delicious flavour, and yet be put uponthe market, with a soft smooth grain, and with the consistencyof condensed milk, ‘We ar® of opinion that if this is posefbleit will he easy to ineréase-the consumption to ten! tifhiagthepresent, demand,

;

a

Someonejias said that other people'sexperience 19 apt tobe our own if we followthe same line of action. In the sne-ceeding issues we wil] outline other experiences with foodproduets,and try .and show how we can follow the same lineof action and obtain the same good regults,
Ae



ITALIANQUEENS
From Root’s Famous Long Tongued

Ret Clover Strain.

THESE ARE THE BEES THAT FILL

THE SUPERS AND THE POCKETS.

SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

K. "a,
PRICES. | Umtestea =~ 10/- 15/-

wither | Hestea - 2o0/- 35/-

Mi. SHEPHERD,10 WILMER STREET 2 = CHRISTCHURCH.

WwW.A. DAWSON, Hsstst.
PRICE LIST OF QUEENS. |

e

———[$S$_————————————

psted Ds. Os.u
ontet

ef

a 10s. ISs.Select Tested i l4s. 26s.

COLONIES OF BEES (withont Queens).eee Nee a eee

ive: 20s.
25s. 2s.

2 Frame (Nucleus Colony) Each—10s.
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es ae a
Full Colony on 10 Frames £1 asa

Tothe above prices must be added the price of the Queen required.
REES Free from Disease. and bred from good stock. All care

taken to ensure safe transit, but no responsibility ave
n with the colonies. I will,

however replace a dead queen, from the mail, if the box is returned intact.

Treums—Oase WIttt ORDER. W. AL WakatosFortTrose, SOUTHLAND.
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DAWSONENTRANGE FEEDER.”
he most Economical Feeder to use.

Saves TIME,
eeaeees

& EXPENSE. Three great factors

importance to the Beekeeper.
cman be

Neatlaaiads for use iv one minute.
Is perfect working When in use, and costs little.

gone Reese| Does not admit robber hees easily
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Is not a hindrance to the honey-yatherera, and roakes a little sugar yo a longthis Feeder. | way.
One hundred-Colonies can be fed in as many minute.

y one on cach hive, Feed a little each morning early with a syrup of ‘‘t
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of water to one of sugar,"’ andssee how bees will torge aheadto the paintastoring a surplus in most c

PRICE - 18Each.
Mnictd, by Wm. A, Dawson, RartronmSetlingAgents, Alliance mexCo,, Lid., Dunedin.

N.B.—Fill twice a week andkeep your Colonies ly good on

‘eeder can be‘astacnod.to any hiv

J. MYERS & Co,
IMPORTERS and INDENTORS

For all kinds of CHINA, GLASS,
EARTHENWARE, Etc.

Indents taken for

Per Doz. - 18/-.

Hunter St., WELLINGTON.Farringdon Honey Jars.




