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SPRING.

“‘Flope springs eternal in the human breast,’’ and to no

class does the hope come with greater force than to the bee-

keeper. The expectation of a good season this year, in spite
of the failures of the past, is one of the peculiarities and

fascinations of the industry.. The hope and expectations, how-

ever, are of little value unless all realise the urgent necessity
of the work peculiar to this season. Each and every beekeeper
in the land should see to it that his bees have plenty of stores.

The Spring is the most critical time in the whole season. The

warm, bright sunshine breaks up the wiuter clusters, the queen

commences to lay, and stores are rapidly consumed. With the

very first dawn of Spring the careful apiarist goes round every

hive, and sees to it that the bees have plenty of stores to

earry them through until the honey flow. Just what is plenty
each must decide for himself, remembering always that a little

too much is better than just too little. In years gone by
thousands of colonies of bees have been lost through neglect
of this simple precaution. Plenty of food now means good
strong colonies when the honey flow commences. The expendi-
ture of a few shillings on sugar, which is generally admitted

to be the best spring feed, will bring in returns a hundredfold.

There is another side of the question to consider quite apart
from the individual profit, to which attention may be drawn,

particularly at this time, and that is the patriotic duty. New

Zealand is essentially a food-producing country. The Govern-

ments in all countries are urging the planting of increased areas

for wheat and other food products. Hundreds and thousands

of men who in the time of peace helped to produce the food-

stuffs of the world are now fighting for their country, and are

consumers instead of producers. We in New Zealand can

each do our share towards filling the gap. Very large quantities
of honey were produced in all countries which are now at war,

and there will be a tremendous shortage of the world’s crop

unless all those who are able to increase their production
do so.

Atter very long-continned drought extending over two

years, we are pleased to hear that excellent rains have fallen

in the Hawke’s Bay Province, and that beekeepers there are

looking forward to a good season.
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Honey Crop Prospects.

The Director of the Orchards, Gardens, and Apiaries
Division has received from the apiary instructors the following

reports concerning the honeySOP Prose cheeg

Ray

Aueckland.—Durmgthe season I have eracded. twenty-nine
tons of honey for export, the major portion of which graded
‘Special’? and “Prime.” New Zealand beekeeperswill be

pleased to know that the Waikato Beekeepersexhibit secured

the gold medal award at the Panama Wxhibition.I would take
this opportunity to warn beekeepers in the Auckland district
to at once ascertain if their bees have plenty of stores. Owing
to the fine mild winter we have had the bees have been flying
constantly during the winter, and so have consumed more

food than usual. Those who find they are short would do

well to feed a syrup made of two parts sugar to one of water.

These quantities may be reversed in the spring. A useful

leaflet on ‘‘Feeding and Feeders’’ may be obtained free by
writing to the Department of Agriculture.—G. V. Westbrooke.

August 2nd, 1915.

Wellington—Honey for export is still coming forward,
and since the report of last month I have graded 172 cases

in Taranaki and 30 cases in Wellington for shipment to the

West of England per the ‘‘Somerset,’’ via Wellington. There

is a great improvement in the way the honey is prepared for

export over last season, Honey in any quantity for local con-

sumption appears to be scarce, and prices should remain firm.—
F. A. Jacobsen. August 4th, 1915.

Christehurch.—There are indications of an early spring:
willows are beginning to burst buds, and in very snug districts

peaches are im bloom. Unless beekeepers have kept a careful

watch on stores during winter, I am very much afraid there

will be a heavy mortality in a number of apiaries. This is the
worst time for bees during the whole season, but a few pounds
of sugar, which is only a trivial cost, will save many a stock

from starvation. Soft candy is the best for feeding during
cold weather. What little honey is offering is bringing from

4d. to 5d. in bulk according to quality. Sections are almost

unobtainable. A regular supply comes forward to grade each

month, The various lines are not so large as the previous season.

—L Bowman July 27th, 1915

_

Dunedin.—There is little fresh to report. A few special
lines have been sent in to a bare market, and sold at prices
ranging from 4d. to 434d. in bull. Beekeepers forwarding
honey in small packagey suitable for the retail trade have met

a good market. A strong demand exists for two, five, and ten-

pound tins, also one and two-pound glass jars. Beekeepers
wouldbe well advised to pay attention to small packages when

dealing with next season’s crop. The local demand for honey

a bullsne greatly deereased, and this no doubt is largely due
aaa ee vost of labour. Retailers prefer to buy lines

io place o-a and,moreover, it is to the beekeepers” interest
which hee ce ane eAlehoney in its natural state—1,e,,that

auctioneerseaten iquified by heat. Beeswax is scarce, fund
1915. © short supplies—E, A, Harp, August 2nd,
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BLACK v, ITALIAN BEES.

By F. C. BAINES.

‘The following article I took from the British Bee Journal,
and read it with great interest, and I think it is worth putting
in our Journal because it should bring out a lot of interesting
remarks by those who have had years of experience of both the

black and Italian bees. I am sure there are many beekeepers
iike myself who have had no experience whatever with the

blacks—that is, in any large way. We who started beekeeping
within the last few years were told the Italian bee was best

m every way, and we took the word of those who had had

experience, without finding out for ourselves, and after reading
this article I thought this: Has the black bee been given its due;
has it had a fair chance of showing its capabilities? Would it
not, with the same attention as to its queen, freedom from

disease,plenty of stores, ete., as we give to the Italians, give us

as good a return? Had the Italian been first introduced into

New Zealand instead of the blacks, would they have survived

the treatment meted out to bees before intelligent beekeeping
began?

What was the treatment they got? It seems to me the

position was this. A swarm of bees was found hanging, an

old box was found, and they were dumped into it, the box

turned upside down, and the job was done. Was the position
windy, damp, or where no sunshine could get to it?—that

didn’t matter. Were they short of stores, and a spell of bad

weather on?—that didn’t matter. Were they getting weak, and
the moth and disease getting a hold'?—don’t know, and it
doesn’t matter; it’s only a swarm of bees. Would Italians do

any better given the same treatment? I don’t know, and I
should lke to.

T had a swarm of blacks given me last spring (November),
and they gave me quite as good a return as any in my apiaries—
better than a large number of Italians. I went round with Mr.
Jacobsen to an apiary of blacks about the same time, and they
were much ahead of mine, although they hadn’t been fed as

much.

Please don’t think I’m out to champion the black bee,
because I don’t know sufficient about them. The object of this
article is to prompt discussion on the matter for our enlighten-
ment and instruction; therefore, I hope we shall get some in-

teresting letters from.the ‘‘old-timers’’ who have had experi-
ence with both breeds.

ITALIAN BEES.

Kvery now and again some enthusiast works himself up
lo fiery eloquenceabout Italian bees. If all that has been said
about them at various times were true, no one would ever

keep any other kind. They have been declared to be 50 per cent.

better than blacks in the matter of honey storing, to work early
and late, to be better resisters of disease, to be chary of swarm-

ing at inconvenient moments, and, above all, to be so amiable
that they may be handled like flies without smoke or any other
form of intimidation,

It will, therefore, be somewhat of an anticlimax to all
this wonderful record to assert that it would probably have
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Anglish bee-keeping if the Itahan bee had never

this country at all, Yet that is what I

isposed to allege, after a careful examination
feelvery stron eavebeen able to get upon the subject.
of all iheoorspecifically the same as the black bee, the Italian

a ek heeis very differentin appearance,It is, in fact,
or aNaesee Jocal races or varieties which are met with very

Ones eat the insect world. It is, as its name implies, a

MEEItaly being found wild in the Alpine region. The

TASGhvigusdifferencebetween. this variety and the black hee

is the colouring. It is in general somewhat hghter brown, and

the three anterior segments of the abdomen are bright golden
The queens sometimes have the abdomen entirely

heen better for J

heen introduced into

ellow. ; :

oaliwand are always very much brighter in colour than the

Sie oare The only other physical difference is in the tongue,
which is a trifle longer than that of the black bee. It was

probably this difference in the length of tongue which aroused
the enthusiasm I have spoken of, the contention being that it

enabled the Italian to extract honey from flowers which the

black could not reach. From time to time various beekeepers
have said that the Italians work on red clover, notoriously
inaccessible to the black bee. That they do this as a matter

of course seems to be extremely doubtful, to say the least, and

it is probably the real truth that those reported were on the

second crop of clover blossom, which is smaller than the main

crop, and can, in point of fact, give up what little nectar it

contains to the black equally well. There is certainly no other

flower in this country yielding nectar in quantity which the

Italian alone can secure the honey from, and in all my researches

into this question I have failed to find any mention of a par-
ticular flower as being visited by Italians and not blacks.

With regard to the second point, it would certainly seem

to be well established that in fine weather the Italans do work
earlier and later in the day. At the same time this is, in my

experience, more a matter of individual characters in certain
colonies. Regardless of race, I have often noticed one hive

working steadily an hour after others had left off. In most
cases there is a sound reason for this inside the hive. The

colony may be breeding at very high pressure, and be obliged
to store to the very utmost of its ability; but, more often than
not, the simpleexplanationis that this particular stock has
found a hive, a jam store, or some other illicit supply of sweets.

To such perverted ways it is, perhaps, only in the nature of

thingsthat the hoursof sunshine are not the most suited.

see epuentionthat blacks were more subjectto foul-
in eed omAmerica,but the experience of the Swiss
ch Bae ee against this. They say that the disease is

Ait ee e cOmUAen,but more virulent, in the Italians. Tn
repeat mattedpesempearsto be no notable difference in this

on ee earn eaenld be borne in mind that those who

naturally take Se Ore Bilemoreadvaneed beekeepers, who
disease, For an ckpr to keep their stocks free from

quarters that the beune
if was confidently asserted in some

ight’? «disease a0 pas
were not attacked by the ‘‘Isle of

reports of the Bier yesproved to be all nonsense by the

Italians succumb m

(oF Agriculture, and, if anything, the
ore easily, given an equal opportunity of
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infection. As I shall show later, the chamces are that they
take it more readily than the blacks. Italians are certainly
very prolific, and, providing the spring is favourable,become

ready for swarming earlier than the blacks. ‘‘Pure’’ Italians

(I quote this advisedly)are more amiable than blacks, and

have the merit of sticking fast to their combs whem these are

handled, instead of spreading themselves all over the apiary.

Notwithstandingthe records of high yields of honey from

stocks of Italians, tram convinced that these are exceptional,
and are only made when the season is of very uniform character.

When the weather is uncertain and changeable, as most of our

seasons are, the Italian stocks drop behind. This is only natural,

having regardto the country of their origin. There is strong

testimony to the fact that Italians do not winter so well, and

here, again, one could hardly expect anythingelse. In fact,
those experimentalbeekeepers who have given Italians a pro-

longed trial have been so impressedwith the unhardy nature

of the variety that they have, in several cases, endeavoured to

produce, by Mendelian methods, a race of bees coloured like

Italians, but having the better qualities of the black bee. That

good results have been permanently secured is, I think, very

doubtful
One definite characteristic of Italians which should go far

to wipe out all virtues, real or imaginary, is their inveterate
devotion to robbing. I have been much struck with the weight
of evidence on thispoint. One beekeeper after another has

given them up entirely, solely on this account. Even when

other stocks were busy gathering honey—a time when robbing
should certainly not be going on—the Italians have been

engaged in this nefarious pursuit. Of itself, robbing is a most

undesirable thing to have in the apiary. At the best it means

only the transference of honey from one hive to another with
loss of life. At the worst it means the rapid spread of disease
and the wiping out of weak and nucleus hives.

If it were possible to segregate the Italians, these bad

qualities—to which might be added their poor comb-sealing
ability, which puts them entirely out of court for the produc-
tion of section honey—would be kept to themselves. Unfor-

tunately, however, it is impossible to control the mating bees,
and the consequence is that there are a very large number of

hybrid stocks of bees about the country. Indeed, one of the
reasons adduced by Neighbour, who introduced the Italian in
the year 1859, was that it would improve our race of bees by
introducing new blood. If there were real in-and-in breeding
among bees there might be reason in this contention, but,
as a matter of fact, it is not the case that elose inbreeding
occurs commonly among bees. It is notorious that queens often
make very long flights on their wedding journey, and a blaek

queen has produced hybrid offspring when the nearest Italian

colony was over two miles away.
What are the characteristics of these hybrids, or, rather.

mongrels, for, being the same species, they cannot be hybrids?
Kirst and foremost, excessive irritability. They are positively
wicked bees. Most stocks wait until they are interfered with

before doing any damage, but mongrels sally out and attack

you while yet a lone way off. Why it should be so I do not

understand, but it is abundantly proved. Beyond this the
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cut

: be nothing more than one would expect,
mongrelae ay nor Wholly bad, but simply a mongrel,
neither ee they went under first when “‘Isle of Wight”
In my CEPR id on the seene, and it is my deliberate opinion
disease oP

we stop importing Italian bees and allow our

that ONeae race to thoroughly rehabilitate itself, the sooner
oe

likelyto get free from the scourge that has troubled

reekeonpersso Jong.—Herbert Mace, in “The Wield.”’
yeekee s+ S

——

NELSON AS A LOCATION FOR BEES.

By JAMES ALLAN.

By the same mail I received two letters. Onewas from

friend Brickell, who wanted an article for the ‘Beekeepers
Journal’’; the other from a gentleman in, Invercargill, who

had heard that the writer had been to Nelson, and wanted
to know what like a place it was for bees. I am going to

try and answer them both at one shot.
“

When the Beekeepers’ Conference closed the writer, in

company with Mr. Kirk, our esteemed head in the Apiary and

Orchard Division of the Agricultural Department, crossed over

to Nelson, the object being, on Mr. Kirk’s part, business at

his orchard and to do a friend a good turn, and on mine

to enjoy a short holiday and to get what information I could

about orcharding. I am not going to describe the trip, as [

have already done so in the Bee Column of the ‘‘Otago Wit-

ness.’’ but rather to give a few surface impressions that may

he of use to my beekeeping friends.
From all I could learn Nelson, in common with many

other parts of New Zealand, has experienced during last season

an unusually dry summer. The average yearly rainfall is given
by the weather bureau as 37 inches, and the average sunshine
as 814 hours per day, or some 3,000 hours for the year; further,
there is very little wind—so little that the question of shelter
for orchards seems to give the orchardists but little concern.

Such weather conditions will appeal to most beekeepers as ideal.
| would, however, fear that for clover work in a well-drained
district that it is just rather dry, In California a 20-inch rain-

fallmeans abundanceof honey, but there is this difference, that

in California it is not clover, but such plants as the sages that

BIVethe honey crop; while in the flat districts of Nelson, from
Nelson City out towards Bridgewater and in the country round

Motueka,clover must form a considerable part of the supportof bees. I should think that these districts will be ideal for

Wie work,but probably only medium during summer, and

oeFede In ronsiandduring twenty-four years the

ts give tas ari y for a dry, warm season, just for once

wi oy en ae
¢

laticgand see what they could do. Well,
Oavee tr mpantiNingead

Oe of them came
In succession, with

with’ the’ aebemnear andWhat was the result? This; they were,

two seasons of a, ineyear that has justgone, the worst
imaginethat jn ‘he nholsbeekeepingexperience, [ should

often. 8e Nelsondistricts that is what would happen
In t Sais lee op :

sent herenovo phil oat of my olay was
. le native vegetation is manuka
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and fern. The Jand ig hilly, and before its value for orchard

purposes was discovered it could be bought for sheep-grazing
at the rate of three acres for one pound. For that purpose, to

me, it would be a very severe punishment to have to live on it.

T do not think that it can ever be a bee district. The orchard

men will probably require to keep a few colonies for fertilising
purposes, but it seems to me that beyond that it would be

foolish to attempt it. I tasted honey raised in Waimea West,

and also in the Moutere hills; both were a reddy brown colour,

and were evidently almost pure manuka.
Further to the westward, towards Glenhope and beyond

it, and also further north, at Takaka and Collingwood, I was

told that they are good dairying districts; that the rainfall is

much greater, and clover more abundant; and when such is the

ease I would expect that much better bee locations could be

found than anywhere in the vicinity of Nelson. Taken al-

together, my opinion of Nelson as a bee country js not very

favourable, but I would again say that it is only first impres-

sions, and taken in the winter time. I would also expect that

in the best districts the honey would not grade very high; a

great deal of it must be flavoured and coloured by manuka.
[It must be understood that Mr. Allan only visited a very

small portion of the Nelson district. Nelson as a province
gives promise of being one of the large honey-producing dis-

tricts of the Dominion.—Editor. |

QUEEN-REARING.
By J. C. HOBBS.

Thinking that a few of my experiences in the faseimating
occupation of queen-rearing may be of interest to the readers

of the N.Z. Beekeepers’ Journal, I have undertaken to write

this article.
Of all the methods tried, I prefer the Doolittle, and for

years have used that exclusively. When undertaking to run

a number of apiaries, it was necessary for me to use other

methods, or else neglect queen-rearing.
For a long time I have not used forcing methods or taking

away the queen when the bees have no desire to build cells,
but have waited till the bees start cells of their own sweet

will, and thus get better cells and queens. When using the
Doolittle system exclusively, I used to earry round to the

apiaries a nucleus box or hive containing about six frames
of artificial cell cups freshly made, as described by Doolittle
in ‘Scientific Queen-Rearing.’? These were hot-waxed on to

little enbes of wood, which were attached to a bar by small
nails being driven through them, The points of the nails were

then snipped or filed off to a suitable length, and filed to

a chisel shape while being held in a vice. The nails were also

driven while in the vice; fine 84-inch nails were used. I also

use wooden cell eups, but fill wp the holes with hot wax. A

teaspoon for mixing the royal jelly in a larve spoon wrapped
in a piece of canvas for protection, little lamp and vessel to

warm water for mixing in the royal jelly if too thick (which
it generally is), also some queen cells containing cyme (these
are kept in a little tin box), and a few queen cages and cell

protectors.
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are being grafted into artificial cell cups, these
sun or over a lamp so as not to chill

leus hive they are carried in is also
Larve should never be chilled by

240

When larvee @
are first warmed 10 the

:

them, and the box of nue

treated the same Way.

Ke
h of the apiaries are kept two or more breedine

=
ota to avoid carrying queens or cells from apiary

queens, ee As the above method consumes more time than
1B Mee ete carenworking a number of apiaries single-handed

owescanineand early summer, the following plans are now

mostly usec.

As soon as a Strong colony prepares to swarm or super-

sede, the queen and brood are taken away, when a comb con-
taining the most eggs and larve from a breeding queen jis

given. All drone brood 1s first cut out, as bees are in the

habit of building cells with drone larve under these conditions.

By putting combs containing strips of drone comb along the

bottoms into the hives of the breeding queens, mutilating food
combs when the cells are being cut out is avoided, and by
removingthe drone comb along the bottom of the comb, a

space is provided which enablesthe bees to build cells in a

hanging position. Extra space is also given each side of the

comb to give building room. If this is done the bees are more

apt to float the larve out with cyme and construct fine big
pending cells. :

If time and conditions allow, and a lot of cells are wanted,
to make double sure a frame of grafted cells is also put in

with the comb of brood. Some bees, mostly pure Italians, have

been found to build out artificial cells better than hybrids or

blacks; while hybrids prefer building cells on brood: blacks

perhaps more so. It is all right to give them their choice some-

times. By using a combination of these-two methods, an

abundance of good cells is usually procured. The best cells
are generally built during a fair or good honey flow. This is
not always the case. If a colony is strong in bees and has

plenty of stores, and the bees supersede their queen, which
ay have failed suddenly, they will build the very finest cells
when there is little or no nectar coming in.

While a colony is cell-building a condition as near

approachinga good honey flow is produced by giving it from
two to six combs of honey; by bruising, rubbing, or seratching

a pati have to shift the honey. If no combs of

Cake ee a le, combsof syrup or syrup in large feeders
aE a ae pas heat produced by the greater activity
two combs roniata consequentlysuperior queens, One or

thecolonyad pe plentyof fresh pollen should be given

It callah
procurable, some sealed drone brood. a

wit :

Bu to crowd the bees somewhat, If the hive Is

|
Y Sirong two storeys may be used, ar 1 the honey or syrupbe placed in a third ¢ ay Weused,an ne honey o1 BYHt]

practised is when ay ree over the mat, Another method

number of cells ate Pee hive prepares to swarn) and a

comb she is on with are') take away the queen with the brood
and make a fresh hj everalother combs with bees and honey,

: ve of them. The old colony may be brokenUP into strone at
As

.

results E nuclei hives, This plan has usually given good.
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By visiting each apiary every nine to eleven days there
are usuallyplenty of fine cells from breeding queens to give
round to hives that have been made queenless the visit before.
Their own cells should be carefully destroyed; yes, every one

of them.

THE THICK HONEY PROBLEM.

A SOLUTION OF THE DIFFICULTY.

The finest way to extract thick honey is to let it remain in

the combs and rear young bees with it for work on clover.

Fine-grained clover honey will always extract.

W. L. Hutchison says, in
‘‘

Advanced Bee Culture,’’ ‘‘know

your location.’’ That it plays a very important part any bee-

mau will admit. In an apiary situated near native bush or flax

there ig bound to be thiek honey in galore.
By the way, I have never yet seen bees working on manuka

blossom. I have watched off and on for the last eight years.
Near my Otehuna yard there are cabbage trees, flax, and native

bush in plenty, also plenty of clover. Now the problem I set

myself to solve some years ago was something like this:—How

ean I prevent the colonies from plugging everything up with

bush and flax honey and get a crop of clover honey?
Rear bees on it.

:

Just here is where a knowledge of your location comes in—

here. Cabbage trees yield heavily from the second week in

November until the end of that month; flax from about 7th
December until the 26th. Clover is generally yielding heavily
when the bees come off the flax, and continues to yield until
20th January, if the climatic conditions are right.

I use a 12-frame hive, as I find the 10-frame too small for

my purpose.
The following stops the swarming business, which is one

important feature. First, we will assume that all the hives
have been thoroughly overhauled and cleaned from propolis,
ete., for rapid manipulation of frames. In the first week in
November the bees in this district show the first indications of

swarming—eggs or larve in cells. Commence at No. 1 colony
and find the queen; place her with the frame she is on in an

empty hive alongside of the parent colony, but facing in

opposite direction; remove three or four more frames of sealed
brood and adhering bees and put them along with the queen.
Fill up the empty space with foundation or combs. Sometimes
it is as well to give her a frame of honey if the weather is not

just right. Secondly, on the eighth day cut all cells. Your

parent colony is now hopelessly queenless and broodless, con-

sequently out of normal condition, Bees out of a normal con-

dition will loaf, reserve their energies until there is some brood

to look after, You may now give parent colony a ripe cell

from one of your breeder queens. We will presume you have

two or three colonies rearing queens from select stock. Watch

your old queens and see how the egg-laying is progressing.
When your young queen is mated and laying commences, she

will have plenty of room for her energies in that direction.

plenty of field workers, also plenty of nurses. I winter all
stocks now in two 12-frame hive bodies.
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flax honey flow your young queen will be right

into her stride, while the old queen is doing her little bit

alongside. Thirdly, on the 296th December pineh the head of

your old queen if she is of no further use ; tale any flax honey

out of the hive, and give empty combs, and set it on top of the

old colony; also give it & fourth storey of combs. Perhaps tt

will require a fifth storey.

There is nothing new about this, only a modification of

the hand switeh-board and some little knowledge of bees and

their funny little ways. I may here state that it is useless

to commence this or any other manipulation unless you are in

possession of properly constructed hives and fixtures, frames

properly cleaned, etc.

With a summer such as the last’ one there is no system

that will work. Martinborough looked like a place that I

sojourned in once, Aden, Arabia, It last rained there about

the time of Noah! There is no cloverflow in that location.

Wai Tapu.
R. H. NELSON.

BOOSTING HONEY.

By ‘‘CALIFORNIA.”’

Honey is an article of food which has to be advertised

to compete with jam and butter. This last winter I put in two

or three ads, in our local paper, and’ disposed of 1,000 lbs. . The

season. before I didn’t advertise, and sold one can; wouldn’t

have sold that, but the carpenter who put my honey-house up

thought it was up to him to buy a can. I have even heard

beekeepers say there’s only some people who like honey. The

first winter I was here I peddled about 800 lbs. of honey at

Stratford, which was sold mostly in 5 and 10-lb cans, at 2/6

and 4/6, and each time I came round they wanted more. One

family, with the two parents and two small children, used only

180 lbs. a year. There wouldn’t be much need to export if

everybody ate honey like that! Only where there were old

people I couldn’t sell any, but they were made up for where

there were children. As the Company will be practically con-

trolling all the honey in New Zealand, it has a splendid chance

to push the sale of it, but at present I think it is asleep. Honey

should not be put up in tins like sardines and other canned

stuff; cartons and Aitken honey gacks would help its sale much

better. Many people I have spoken to don’t like the tin honey,

as it has a dirty black ring around it, and prefer to buy it in

other containers, to the detriment of our Company.

In the March issue R.B., of Waimanu, has the best sugges-

tion I have heard of yet for advertising by moving pictures,

Fruit, flowers, and even some oD mushrooms are shown that

way; why not honey? Blotting-paper with an ad. on one side

supplied to every Post Office, school, and railway station in

New Zealand would more than help some; it could he bought

very cheaply in large quantities. The stiekers
‘‘ Hat Honey,”’

put on letters and parcels and anywhere else one can put them

will help to keep honey before the public, One can buy 1,000

for 1/3. If the beemen throughout New Zealand wrote up

articles on bees and how honey is produced and other items on

those lines, it would help to clear up some of the strange ideas

some people have about it.

;

During the
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COMMENTS ON PASSING BEE EVENTS.
By CRITIC,

Critic” will in future look over each number of the Journal. and
ny Items which appear to need eritieis :

al, an criticisetae
captious spirit, but with the yi

lism, The criticisms are not undertaken
ew , :

have been overlooked by contri
of drawing attention to matters whichin a

may butors.]

;
July number,page 218.—The strict grading of our honey

will be the making of the export trade; but the readjustment
of the grading points is urgently needed.

Page 219.—Will Mr. Jacobsen kindly inform us which of

the eucalypti he refers to as yielding honey at same time as

clover? I imagine it will be news to many that a mixture of

eucalyptus and clover honey is stored by bees in New Zealand,
or is it meant that the two are artificially blended?

It has been proved over and over again that bees cannot

break the delicate skin of a ripe grape with their jaws. Pro-

fessor A. J. Cook, the well-known American entomologist, has

placed sound ripe grapes smeared with honey in the hive of a

starving colony; the honey was cleaned off the fruit, but not

a grape was punctured. The hive bee is known to take ad-

vantage of holes in the calyx of deep blossoms previously made

by humble bees. May not this have been the case where Mr.

Barker saw the former busy on the foxglove? If the hive bee

can puncture the tough calyx of the foxglove, it would have

no difficulty in doing so with the skin of a ripe grape.

Page 221.—How much longer are we to be compelled to

put up with the box hive and its careless owner? It is now

more than seven years since the common box as a domicile

for bees became illegal, yet complaints are constantly being
made from one district or another that they are still in existence

and giving trouble. Is it the fault of the apiary mspectors, or

are their hands tied in such a way that they cannot act on

their own initiative? In this respect the Act seems to be almost

a dead letter.

Page 222.—Mr. Clayton must either have been misreported
or he has made a slip of his pen. He advocates the MeEvoy
plan of treatment of disease by transferring the bees from

the diseased combs on to sheets of foundation, and says: “‘I

have treated (bees) all the seasons of the year, and have never

had a failure.’’ A failure would be certain to follow at all

times of the year when too cold to build comb.

Page 224—Mr. Robertson would be well advised to be

careful in advocating the use of a different size frame to that

generally used throughout the Dominion. Even supposing for
a moment that there might be some slight advantage in using

a deeper brood frame than the one in general use (which I

for one cannot agree with), is it of such paramount importance

as to warrant the introduction of something that will put us

to more expense and upset the general smoothness of the

working of our present arrangement with regard to the stan-

davd Langstroth frame? On this point Mr. C. P, Dudant (whom

Mr, Robertson quotes), who uses largely the Grimly frame,
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First when | started heekeoping here | wns greatly en.
thused over the shallow system 5 depthVe snpers, samme ax
Louis Seholl of Texas has. For Taranaki they are the last
hive [ would recommend to anyone. f then made wp oy mined
to stick to the falldepth lO-frame, bat simee bought fifty of
Lena's 12-frame hives, The advantage of the 12 frames ix ome

ean Fin then on more let.alone plan. One beekeeper from
this part at the meeting at Wollingtom said he found the Wz
frame a great advantage, as he leaves the bees 70 the. of honey.Some honey, isn’t it? Mine get along with 40 to 50 Ibe Ag
present T have 100 in 1Oframe hives, and nse the shallows for
supers, and 100 in 12frame. From now on F intend fo axe the
12-frame, When it is all summed up, t think it ie just @ matter
of locality: in a warm climate one must give the bees nty
of room; in & cold place, like the Kastern States in United
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T. J. MANNEX,
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(TO THO KOPTOR)

Mir,—Itsoome to me that thix i# a anitable ceason to discuss
hedge plants for apiary sites, Unless wn apiary «ite has aatural

ahelter- _ Hative bush or high grounck—seme form of shelter
ineabaclntalehevewary to keep the driving, keen

—e
winds

from gaining acceas to the hive and the brood the hives
are in an exposed poaition and there is a lack of shelter, then
brood rearing io the early «pring will be very much retarded,
Hirst, so many bees will be battered down into the gras and
lowe just when the hive is least able to spare them, Secondly,
so many bees will have to stay im the hive to keep the brood
Warm that breeding will aecewarily be restricted, and the

result will be that the clover will be on, and very few workers
Will be there to do the gathering. ft i admitted by all that

shelter is an absolute necessity. What shall we plant? There
are many hedge plante—macrocarpa, bolly, native matipo
(maple), several native olearias, broom, gorse, tree-lucerne,
privet, hawthorn, and barberry. Sesing,that we have to plant
something,why not plant that whieh will give honeyat a time

when it is most wanted. Of the above, holly, matipo, broom,
tree-lueerne, bawthora, and barberry (yellow) produce honey
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in varying quantities in early spring, and none of them grow
too high to present. any difficulty in pruning. Of the fore-

going, however, two stand out far ahead of the rest in the

quantity of honey they produee—tree-lucerne and yellow
barberry. The first comes very early in spring, 18 a free
flowerer, and grows rapidly from seed. In two years it Is a
fair hedge, and begins to bear blossoms and honey ; butAt is

subject to the frost, does not take kindly to pruning, is liable
to the borer, and only lasts about ten years, but for quick
shelter it is the very best. Yellow barberry, I think, must
bear the palm as a hedge plant. It prunes well, will spring

again and again after being cut back, is not attacked by the

borer, frost does not affect it, and it bears a profusion of

handsome yellow flowers that literally drip with honey in

September and October in Southland. It seeds freely, and the

berries are greedily eaten by thrushes and blackbirds, and

transported from place to place. It is easily got rid of, for

when cut down and allowed to dry for a week or two it

burns with the fierceness of a furnace, so that if it were to

spread to our patches of bush it would be an acquisition at

least to the beekeeper. At present there are thousands of

seedlings under my hedge, and if any subscriber wishes to try
this plant I will be only too pleased to send on a few provided
he sends the necessary postage.—I am, ete.,

ROBT. GIBB.

West Plains, July 29th, 1915.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Subscriptions for the year ending June 30th, 1916, have

been received from the following:—Messrs. T. Abbott, S.

Anthony, John Allan, Chas. Bishoprick, W. C. Brown, Robt.

Black, H. Bryans, W. Brown, junr., J. Barriclough, J. Bray,
D. Collie, David Campbell, J. 8. Cotterell, A. Crawshaw, J.

Crist, E. Coates, J. Cooper, A. Callick, A. A. Carter, H. J. Dixon,
W. A. Dawson, A. H. Davis, A. F. Ellwell, Mrs. E. A. Earp,
Messrs. A. Fraser, J. Findlay, R. Greenlees, E. J. Garrett, Ed.

Goodall, — Grainger, 8. Gardner, H. N. Goodman, Win. Heald,
I. F. Housler, Miss Harding, Messrs. W. A. Hawke, Geo.

Howell, C. Harling, S. Herbert, D. Hughes, J. P. Heggie, Mrs. R.

Jones, Messrs, H. C. Jones, John James, Miss E. Jones, Messrs.
A. J. Jackson, J. Irving, E. P. Karl, Wm. Lyall, H. Millin,
Miss J. Mackay, Messrs. J. A. Moore, J. Mullins, J. A. Moreland,
G. L. Murray, John Martin, R. McKnight J. McGettigan, N. C.
Napier, Jas. Naismith, John Paterson, H. Parrett, J. K. Parker,
Jas. Ross, Mrs. L. Smitheran, Messrs. H. Shepherd, N. Smedley,

J. Schmidt,Mrs. M. Stewart, Messrs. J. Shaskey, A, Stimpson,
T. Hopkins, A. C. Toshach, Mrs. Taite, Messrs. G. J. Verrall
H. C. Wedde, John Walton.

3 ieee

;
[Note.—If you have sent your subscription and your name

oes not appear in the above list, please advise, as it may be
one of four subscriptions which arrived without a signature. |
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The Beekeepers’ Exchange.
FOR SALE. | WANTED. | TO EXCHANGE.

ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be inserted

at the rate of 2/- per 36 words per insertion.

PROMINENT BEBKEEPER in Taranaki

Services of CADET or PARTNER.

Apply, in first instance, to

requires the

EDITOR JOURNAL,

Box 572, Dunedin.

TO BEEKEEPERS!

We are the Largest Manufacturers in New Zealand of

HONEY TINS of all sizes for Local and Export Trade. We

supply Tins plain or decorated.
Send us particulars of your requirements, when we will

be pleased to quote you prices that we know will be favourable.

‘We have no agents, and all enquiries must be made direct

to us.

ALEXANDER HARVEY @&SONS, Ltd.

ALBERT STREET, AUCKLAND.

The W.F.C.A., Lid.,
LAMBTON QUAY,

WELLINGTON.

(By appointment Suppliers to His Excelleney the Governor.)

We are Agents for this District for The ALLIANCE BOX

CO., and carry Large Stocks of all BEE REQUISITES.
All orders receive prompt attention.

Do you know that our name is synonymous with the best of

everything as suppliers of Food Stuffs.

DEPARTMENTS:

Grocery, Wines and Spirits, Crockery and Hardware.

THE WAIRARAPAFARMERS’ASSOGIATION,LYD.,

Lambton Quay,Wellington.
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Applicationsare invited from BEEKEEPERSONLY

for SHARESin this important enterprise,

NEWZEALANDCO-OPERATIVE

HONEYPRODUGERS'ASSOCIATION,
LIMITED.

CAPITAL” - - - £3,000

Lis Association Is 1 Co-operative Organisation, established for th
of marketing the boney product of the Dominion solely in the tate
producers.

nooNRttIt s taken over from the ational Beekeepers’ Assoctati .

received by it from the Bristol and Domtnions Producers’ Aggoctativg:Ltdomer
las ma a firm contract with the latter Assoclatlon for the delivery of not less

1 Oxed

4d, per lb, The price is ne or Honey delivered f.0.b.

packlug expenses and 6 per cent. commission. T

while guaranteelng a ©

larger a sum as possib]
forthcomlog.

e experience of honey producers in the past throughout New Zealand, as

for as export to Great Britain js concerned, is that the results have not been
particularly satisfactory. The honey-has been dumped ov to the Home market,

1

hondled In the rough-and-ready style generally accorded to oversea

signments. Under tbe contract above referred to, the Bristol Assoclation recelve
the honey in bulk at their warehouse in Bristol, where provision will be made
for its bottling and packing in such a way as will meet the requirements of the
retail market in Great Britain. It will be sold bearing a uuiform and attractive
label, and with a continuous supply of a standard quality, It wlll doubtless

ommanod top prices n this way the honey producers of Ne
recelye the bulk of the profit instead- of the middleman, as heretofore.

The New Zealand Co-operative Honey Producers’ Association, Ltd.,
now before them the task of ralsing this large quantity of honey. and invite
the co-operation of the beekeepers throughout the Dominion in taking full

advantage of the splendid terms which nre now before them.

rder to deal with the proposition In a business-like way, the honey
will only be received from mbers of the Association, every one of whom
will be required to undertake the supply of a certain minimum quantity of

hone, er annum for three years. Shares will be allotted in accordance with
the average quantity of honey to be supplied by each producer in the proportion
of one Share for every 4 hundredweight of Money delivered. The value of the
Shares is £2 each. No deposit or other payment is required, as the deduction
of one-eighth of a penny per Ib, on the returns received from each share-
holder's honey will be applied to the payment of the
as the shares are fully paid up, when no further deduction will be made, and
honey may then be shipped by the producer in any qunatity free of sbare
deduction,

As it is anticipated that the shares will be fully applied for, it has been

decidedto give preference to applications from members of the Na =

epers' Association, Those who are not yet members of this Organisation
should become so without delay, and thus secure preference In their application
for shares in the above Company.

Pea eee ones less
s' Ss

eturn of 4d. per + also undertake to pay ae
e, the impression being that ap to 6d. per Ib. will be

An application form s

4

of al snplication for for shares will be posted on recelpt of request by any

Mr. H. W. GILLING, Chairman of Directors N.Z. Co-op. Honey
Producers’Association, Ltd., Matapu, Taranaki.

Mr. F. CG.BAINES,Secretary N.Z. Co-op. Honey Producers’
Association, Lid., Normanby, Taranaki.

Mr. R.W. BRICKELL,Secretary National Beekeepers’ Asso-
ciation of N.Z., P.O, Box 572, Dunedin.

And the Secretaries of all the District Associations



Aug. 26, 1915. N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL.

ITALIAN.QUEENS
I'vom

aor
x I’amous Long longued =

leet Clover Strain.

THESE ARE THE BEES THAT FILL
‘THE SUPERS AND THE POCKETS.

SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

1. 2

PRICES.jf OUmtested ~ 1O/- 1Ss/-
-

,

intiorden, Tested ~ ~ 2O/~ 3S/-

10 WILMER STREET7 o CHRISTCHURCH.

W. A. DAWSOIN,
PRICE LIST OF QUEEYXS. |} 3 &

Mutesied
5s. es 13s. 20s.

sted er

108
1Ss. 25s. 42s.

SelectsTested . 14s. 26s.

COLONESOTEE ent eens2 Frame (Nucleus Colony) a Hace
3 oy ” ”

:

Lae ale:A eS Bie

Sey is
Full ‘Colony on 10 Frames £1 138:

To the above prices must be added the price of the Queen required:
BEES Free from Disease. and bred from good stock. All care

taken to ensure safe transit, but no-responsibility taken with the colonies. Ww

however replace a dead queen, from the mail, if the box is returned intact.

Trerms—Casui WITH Onver. W. A. DAWSON, Forrnrose, SOUTHLAND.

THE
~

DAWSONENTRANCE FEEDER.”
most Economical Feeder to use.

Saves Timer LABOUR, & EXPENSE. Three great factors
of importance to the Bee-keeper.

It can be adjusted for use in one minute

Some Facts ( Is perfect working when in use, sod
costs little,

Oe

about Is not a hindrance to the benathiathererand makes a little sugar goa
long

this Feeder. | way

One hundred Colonies can be fed in as many minutes.

Try one on each hive. Feed a little each morning early with a syrup of ‘‘two
of water to one of sugar,’’ and see how the bees will torge ahead to the point of

storing a surplus in most cases

PRICE - 1/8 Each. Per Doz. - 18/-.
Mnictd. by Wn. A. Dawson, Fortrose. Selling Agents, Alliance

Bie.Co.,Lud., Dunedin.
B.—Fill twice a week and keep your Colonies in good orc

The Feeder can be attached to any hive

ROBERT STEWART’S PRICE LIST.
PURE ITALIAN QUEENS, GOLDER& THREE-BANDED.

Z 3

Untested 5/- a 14/- 1a: oy.
Select Vatested—1/-extra per TestTested ‘ 10/- 18/- 25/- 33/- 40/-

Select Tested ee 12/6 22/6
Breeders ‘ 20/-

Queenssuppliedat‘aboveprices from a new strain procured from the
A, I. Root Company, and tested during last season, at customer's option.

TERMS: Nett cash with order. Cheques to havea exchange added.

All Queens guaranteed free from Foul Brood, Bee Paralysis, “and all other

diseases. Bred from pure stock, which have been

aelccteg
for hardiness,

disease resisting, good working and non-swarming qualiti
P.O. Order Office, Tapanui. Address: R. STEWART,rCiichalow,Otago.
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Headquarters for

The World’s Best

Beekeepers’
Equipment

and Supplies
Including the Famous

“ALLIANCE
”

Water-proof Sloping Roof

DOVE-TAILED HIVE.

New Illustrated Catalogue
Just Issued.

SEND FOR ONE.

Enquiries are invited and all information

in regard to the most suitable equipment
for beginners and

opens)»by
be

p PORPKEDUBLYsupplied.

Alliance Box Co,
LIMITED,

CASTLE STREET, DUNEDIN,

Printed and Published by Stone, Son & ( ‘o,, Litd., pusadlnfor the N,Z, Beekeopors'Association. yy 6th,


