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The Beekeepers’ Exchange.

FOR SALE. |  WANTED, TO EXCHANGE.

ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be inserted
at the rate of 2/- per 36 words per insertion.

FORTY-FIVE COLONIES of BEES FOR SALE (cheap);
owner leaving New Zealand—Apply W H. TEED. Waihou,
Thames Valley.

POSITION "WANTED by Young Lady (Certificated Bee-
keeper); would go as Assistant, or take charge of Bees for
Commercial Beekeeper during the season—M. M., ¢/o G.P.O.,
Hamilton, North Island.

WANTED, »\ml\lmnl UHI\?(‘]\PI to spare | vh 1bs. or 1 cwt.
of Choice Eating 1102 for mvalid’s use; must be best
quality.—Price, pre 1';\|r|\ with small sample, fo
‘“APIS MELLIFICA,”

Box 934, Auckland,

If you want Rousing Colonies to get the hopey, it will
pay you to stimulate with the ALEXANDER FEEDERS. I
have 100 spare ones For Sale cheap; also some bee hooks.

T..J. MANNEX. Eltham

WANTED, MANAGER for Apiary of 120 Strong Colonies,
which it is intended to increase to 200; good wages to suitable
‘applicant. with free house. or will work bees on half shares,
with or without extra work in the orchard.—Further par-
ticulars from C. R. HOLYOAKE,

Motuelea, Nelson,

ITALIAN QUEEN BEES.

BEEEEEPERS! Your attention a moment, please!
SIX TONS OF HONEY per 100 COLONIES.
How does that average sirike you? That was the actual result
obtained in this district last season. The season was nothing
exceptional, but the Bees that produced that splendid result
were not too slow: they were what we call hustlers; no ‘‘Beg
pardon’’ about them.
THE STRAIN WAS GOOD—THAT'S THE SECRET.
It will pay you to have Queens from this strain,
T can supply you. Let me know your requirements,

PRICES :
Untested .. 4/-each .. 10for386/- .. 20 for 60/-
Tested .. 7/6 each . ~ three for 20/-

Select Tested .. 12/6 each

A. J. DDARCY,
20 Linton Street - Palmerston North,
TURNBHLL LIDARARV

ALEXAND
WE
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CONCERNING BEES.

If the man in the street was informed that there was
within a mile of Pukekohe over two hundred well-equipped
factories, all engaged in the production of a foodstuff in nm-
versal demand, with over ten million employees in the busy
seasom, and all the property of one man, the chances are that
he would close one eye gently and make a remark about his
leg. If he was told in addition that these millions of highly
skilled workers toil from daylight till dark, week days and
Sundays, without asking or even thinking of wages—being
content to work for nothing and find themselves—that they
are mever happy except when working, and when they find
themselves worn out by ceaseless toil and unable any longer
to do a long day’s work, they go quietly away and commit
suicide rather than become a burden on the community—the
man in the street would wonder why the Government did not
stop such shameful exploitation of labour, and why the unions
did not seek to bring the worlers to a more reasonable frame
of mind.

Mankind has always had a sweet tooth, and before the
sugar-cane was discovered the only sweet known was manu-
factured by bees. So from the earliest ages men have culti-
vated the acquaintance of bees for the same reason that so
many people diligently cultivate friends—for what can be got
out of them. For countless generations bees have toiled to
produce honey, only to be remorselessly robbed of it by bears
and men and other robber-beasts. But with extraordinary dili-
gence the bees have gone on making and storing honey, and
with still more extraordinary patience allowing it to be taken
from them. And yet most people regard bees as vicious and
hot-tempered insects!

The relationship of men to bees opens up a rather fine
question in ethies. But I have heard it argned—very plausibly
—that what the bees care about is not the honey but the
opportunity of collecting it—that they are devoured with a
passion for working for the sake of working. Now, men are
naturally lazy, and only submit to doing hard work when

they can find no easier way of gratifying their wants. I the

bees find pleasure in gathering honey, and men find pleasure
in eating it—what more could the bees ask?

This probably aceounts for the high favour that bees have
always been held as moral teachers by the very numerous
class who diligently cultivate a love for industry in other
people. To love work for its own sake, to despise ease and
mero pleasure as heartily as the bees do and leave that to the
drones—how that would simplify our labour problems. But
the bees have a drastic method of dealing with drones whemn
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rther use for them which might be an awkward
morality were adopted. i

Bee-civilisation is & highly complex and scientifically-
Crgained affair. 1t is the Jast word in e:fﬁme.ncy, It is based
on the supremacy of the female, and cpl_'ta,\ply judged by results
it makes the male-creat od human civilisation which so far has
been: the outcome of several thousand years of human: effort
look a rather bungled job. Bees have_ mastered all the com-
munity problems that trouble us—but in a way that makes us
wonder what will be the final outcome of the entry of women
into polities. They have abolished the family, they have
abolished motherhood—for the queen-hee is only a deliberately-
manufactured and highly specialised egg-laying machine—they
have solved the population question by regulating it to fit the
means of subsistence. The bees have reduced the indispensable
male to a position of helpless dependance, to be ruthlessly
massacred when he is of no further use. Can any civilisation—
can any standard of comfort be worth paying this price for?
Let every man lay his hand on his heart and amswer.

In spite of their demoralising virtues, however, bees are
interesting little folk, and make charming acquaintances—I
can't say friends, for hees despise men too heartily ever to be
friendly. At best we are only tolerated on condition that we
don ’.l }Linder them at their beloved work. If we do, they often
administer a stinging reproof in a pointed way that warns us
to be more careful of bee-rights. But beemen are all enthusiasts
in their craft, and whenever they foregather bees and their
ways seem to afford them an inexhaustible subject of conver-
sation. I once attended a convention of beemen, some of whom
had come twenty miles to be present. At seven o’clock they
commenced {o discuss bees, at eleven o’clock—when they ad-
journed for supper—they were, like a much advertised brand
of liquid refreshment, still going strong. Over the coffee cups
they proceeded to clear up some lmotty points. They were
still Ifumly at it when I left—at two o’clock in the morning. It
gﬁ(}.}\(}ﬁ;‘u mothers’ meeting discussing babies—‘The Record,”’

2 e,

they have no fu
preoedent i bee-

ON THE QUACKING AND PIPING IN BEES.

 In ““Gleanings” a short time ago I saw an interesting

discussion on the above. I think the majority attributed both
;,fm(hf olfl queen, and'alm that the sound was produced by
u’n‘ a:n::)?} ’The,followmg observation mnﬂe by me last season
s £ 'J.V'H}ﬂbl'turous fly seems to point to the probability

9 1L atter being done by the young queens, and to it being
gx]j}o; ucer}“fmm the head, and not by any movement of the
saelfsvto DL’«‘_ ﬁ‘t)', "Ml’ﬁ{ﬁltlllls abbo pictus (some of my friends
“picked Oul-’:v“_th0}?{1!"”1111_'%», but this exactly describes if
owil}g Coiter o W";;f" ), is an L:Jmeuvmun, and is rare, chiefly
Jast mpring 1 Wl:mfd Y aetive and solitary habit; so one day
g e la "“‘;‘hrmd o see some forty or fifty dancing
£ ruu.uini; act;vp'l] closer observation, to see another dozen or
(rubus Australis) Y }’I) and down a dead branch of the Tagu
then noticed they 'w"')"""“””‘j.\' agitating their large antenno. |
o fm*hxﬂaié 3 ere all Jvnnlun, #0 guessed T was the uninvited
guest at their nuptials, Then from a little hole
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in the bark I saw a head protruded, and heard a faint ‘*pipe,””
hard to deseribe, but hest s a faint *‘bizz-hizz,"” which greatly
increased their excitement. She coyly drew in her head, and
then the Tehneumons continned to run up and down the branch
examining other holes, till again the sound was heard, eansing
again inereased excitement. T was able to catch several males
as specimens, as they were quite oblivious to my presence, and
from the branch extracted several females. These on mspection
were found in cocoons, their long anten® folded hack close
along their sides, and it was quite obvious the sound could
not have been produced by their wings. T hope to look further
into their habits this spring, but thought this note might lead
to an interesting discussion om the above. Come on, Friend
Jacobsen; you ought to know something about quacking!

Peel Forest. W.E.

P.S.—Please don’t think this is a futile line of mvestiga-
tion, or that it won’t help ‘Critic’’ get that extra pound of
honey he is so anxious abont. Dame Nature often knows better
than the average beekeeper how to raise good queens, and
many a one loses her head far more unworthily than Charles L.,
and the deeper we enquire into the mystery of mating the
better. Heaven-made matches will always be the best. with
bees at anyrate. T have no sympathy with the man who thinks
e is doing wisely in eliminating drones from his apiary. We
often may assist Nature along certain lines which run to our
advantage, and we often do not. For many years too much
attention has been paid to queen-rearing alone. Our control
of the drone element is at all times slight, and, therefore, by
their indiseriminate slaughter we may frustrate Nature’s efforts
by lessening the chances of the survival of the fittest, in which
apparently both “Critie’”” and I believe. Given full sheets
of foundation and young queens, you should never have an
undue number of drones. The laying of eggs is now with
queens almost a minor object, she having developed along
that line almost to the maximum of advantage. Quickness of
flight is really of more importance, and that can only be
obtained through the male. Life and success ir life can only
be obtained along certain lines. The bee would not turn up
its mose at saccharine if he could get it from the sugar-cane,
but that plant has (shall we say accidentally) as by the law
of variation in nature—survival of the fittest—supplied itself
with an armour of silex that breaks the teeth or ardour
of any bee forager. Had the sugar cane not developed along
the line of wind-blown plants, perchance its history had been
different and nectaries been developed. Along this line of
thought an interesting fact was mentioned at the Conference.
Mr. Stewart observed bees working on bracken fern, getting
nectar therefrom. Now bracken and our other fern have starch
in their roots, a fact which the Maoris in their fight for life dis-
covered. Thave no doubt, givew certain favourable atmospheric
conditions, that this starch will have heen converted into sugar,
much to the bees’ content, and exuded, as is often the case
with trees, So after all in a way ‘‘Critie’’ and T can ‘‘shake,”
and as Bishop Meber, I apologise, but still I am going to pray
and believe for a good honey crop wherever it comes from. By
the bye, T am not the father of Nueleslibus or Mitasis: that's ye
Bditor again.—W. E. B.
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Comments 0N passing Bee Events.
By C

400

RITIC.

6—In whatever treatment of disease is adopted
' (wntumnl—\vhvrein there is a pnsmplhty
factors in my Opinion govern the situation—

Pages 445-
__that is, reasonable
gf‘s““"“li:s:"":gm"n of the weather at the time of treatment; and,
secondly, personal equation- I am satisfied from experience
that weather conditions have more to do with success or failure
in dealing with disease than many are aware of; in fact, i
a1l bee manipulations the state of the weather at the time is
all-important. Then again. 1 think we can all agree that the
personal element in every operation where more or lexg skill
is required to hring about success, whether in beekeeping or
not, plays a commanding part. It is quite a usual thing to
find some succeed where others fail; it is only when a scheme
fails with the majority, after tests carried out under different
conditions, that we can put it down as a failure, although one
here and there may succeed, as in the drug cure of disease.

Page 447 —The conditions i the Collingwood district, as
described by your Collingwood correspondent must be very
discouraging to those beekeepers who are trying to make a
success of honey-raising. His report reminds me of the condi-
tions gemerally fifteen years ago, and until {here are more
permanent inspectors appointed (and that won’t be for a long
time yet), we cannot expect the far-out districts to be frequently
nsn_ed. Re sub-inspectors, what about applying for one for
Collingwood and other such districts? The only diffieulty I see
in the matter is, that it not being desirable to appoint a resi-
dent beekeeper as inspector of his neighbours’ bees, to get some-
one from a distance to act. Where the means of travelling is
not, very v.-u_nv_euic_em. a suitable person might find it takes up
too much of his time to give the matter the attention it should
have. At all events, something should be done in the interests
:nlfehsle]l::ﬁgﬂﬁtieuurall,v to put things on a better footing in

Page 449 —The heavy rainfall on the West Coast of the
South Island is against that part of New Zealand ever becom
ing a beekeeper’s paradise. At the same time I kn wehlh t
good erops of honey can be raised there in some seas; o So g
of the best-flavoured I ever fasted came from zi'b[tm'& *Omle
of the Mikonui River, about eight, miles from Ross. ﬂ;{ltfsgmj
of mine, by the name of Shearep, kept bees th )ouf. s
:‘Em&um he used to send me some l;oyney‘ It was }n:ﬁtrlzzonnritl.lrsgtﬁl‘;};

appeara e 3 ) or
(hatp({‘f d;\n[]:; as clover honey, but I preferred its flavour to

Page 450.—1I can ha . ‘
that heghad e dio:e‘:;efl‘d:;l]]‘]‘;,;beheve ‘Thoroughworl’” meant
the Baldridgo treatment of foul beand. sbasimies g 00 found
dreds” of cases, and go ¢ mw‘ oo BPSO]utyrely safe in **hun-
Still, his statement (page 4301)) ¢ and simple!” of applieation.
4 big number of digeased cumwems to indicate as much. Suck
develop; the matter requires nies would take a good while to
of framea from one hive (¢ some explanation, The changing

another is always attended with

great risk where there ig dj
bt ¢ is disease ahout, and should never be
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Page 452 —I do mot helieve in the * famous long-tongued
Ted clover strain’’ of hees we heard so much of some years ago.
I do know that bees may he geen working in red clover ocea-
sionally, and that in some seasons more may be observed flitting
about on the blossoms than in others. T also know that red
clover honey is gathered in some seasons and not in others, at
least so far as one paying partieular attention to the matter
could judge. T attribute this more to the variation in the depth
of the corolla of the flowerets in different seasons than to the
strain of bees. In some seasons the bees may be able to reach
the nectaries with their tongnes, while in others. owing perhaps
to a ranker growth, the nectaries are ont of their reach. When
Root first advertised red clover queens. about twenty-five years
ago, I imported some. but did not find them any better or
worse than others T had. If Root can raise superior queens, so
ought we be able. Why not?

Pages 454-5-6—Mr. E. Phillip Turoer’s paper on
forestry in connection with heekeeping is, I consider, a very
sensible illustration of the snhject. Tle very properly explains
that afforestation has ‘‘little to do with beekeeping heyond the
provision of timher for packing-cases for honey and for hives.”
This supports my comments on Mr. Cockayne's paper (page
427), or that part of it referring to forestry.

Page 443 —Referring to my comment last month on
““Thoronghwork’s’’ opinion of honey from Euecalyptus mellio-
dora (yellow hox), T have before me a paper read at the last
Conference of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association. held in
Melbourne on July 25th and following days, in which the meri
of honey from the different Euecalypts is touched upon. That
from yellow box is given a very high place, and this corresponds
with the position assigned it by Mr. Tarlton-Rayment in his
book. Possibly ““Thoroughwork’’ was mistaken as to the source
of the honey he tasted.

Some time ago, when the reservation of beekeeping sites
on land being ent up by the Government for closer settlement
was proposed, T suggested through the press that some regula-
tions would be needed to compel applicants for such sites to
fully stock them with hees within a ceértain time or forfeit the
site or sites. The decision as to the minimum number of colonies
any such site is eapable of profitably ¢ ng would have to be
left to the apiary inspector for the distriet. In the absence
of such regulation, a person might lease or claim a beckeeping
site and set down n half-dozen hives of hees to keep within the
law, and so deprive a commercial beekeeper of the site.

I find that the very evil I pointed ont as possible has
cropped up in Australia. In the rveport of the Conference
mentioned above, it says:—Tn the past a man could pay 1/-
or 2/6 and prevent anyone coming within two or three miles
of him. e kept beekeepers off, and did not keep sufficient bees
to be of any use to himself.” This is now to be altered, and
I merely call the attention of our National Association to the
matter, so that an eye can be kept on the regulations here.

The printer wants some money. IHas your namo appeared
in the list of subscriptions paid?  Stamps or postal notes to the
value of 3/6 will he appreciated by the management
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Honey Crop Prospects.

Horticulture Division has received
the following reports concerning
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The Director of the
from the Apiary Instructors
the honey erop prospects:— e S W Wl N i

land.—Reports so far indicate hat the bees 2
q;redf\‘:;:;;nu;u(] .L;pwe have had exceptionally wet weather
¥ ) prospects for a good spring are

ine July and Angust, the ]
:i::;;ltx:ﬂl\] bright. About thirty-six tons of honey have been

graded at Auckland this season G. V. \Vfisﬂ)moke. .2/9/1().
Wellington.—There 15 every indication of & favourable
spring. The bees in my distriet, as far as can be qs_cenmn-ed.
have wintered well The present weather conditions have
enabled the bes to get 2 cleansing flight, and, if continued,
will have very beneficial results.  There is nothing vew to
report.—F. A. Jacobsen. 4/9/16.

Christchurch.—There is very little honey offering; most
beekeepers are quite sold out. In the Nelson Provinee there is
a little fresh nectar being aathered, and stocks are gathering
strength. Several varieties of nectar-producing flora arce in
bloom—gums, willows. and native fuchsin being the principal.
1 found in a very sheltered place white clover in bloom on the
15th inst.—L. Bowman. 31/8/16.

Dunedin.—The market conditions are unaltered. A few
small lines have come forward, and hav sold readily. Bullk
honey is quoted at 5%d. to 6d. Sections: None offering.
Beeswas is scarce, and is quoted at 1/4 to 1/6—E. A. Barp.
4/9/16.

%

CANTERBURY BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION.

A special meeting of the Canterbury Beekeepers’ Associa-
tion was held in _tlu- Trades Hall on August 1st, Mr. C. A. Jacob-
sen (Prcmqml) o the al The chief business of the evening
was to decide whether this Association would join the National
IA)SO(?‘HUL-JII under the amended constitution as adopted at the
;:t ]?undm'-(':xu:v,‘ Finally it was unanimously agreed to fall
into line. The Canterbury Beekeepers’ Association, which was
u;'m(‘)g"MMI in 1907, and which has done a very YJnrgo share
of the pioneering work in the organisin g
industry, will in future be Jnown u:' ’I‘I]:L‘gu?itzn::le]'?%lkemm‘]%
Association- of New Zealand, Canterbur; J; b L o
resolved that any members on ;M't‘iw “,,'.v\,n ““]]‘LL 1t vy
finaneial on the hooks as a my ;] eokLe 'N"-m]d bp ept
Besrotasy 1 Shiai m-A“ l‘l-l‘)il‘l (“uf appreciation, and the

R I 0 ) f p o
member has been invalided lm)] . .y I'Lli"“ D.r b L-k saion. One
RTiiint of s war, o e ne ul :x serying 1‘]'1‘])} the com-
L o farril oy s m aective service; one is training,
The Secretary was i
N 4 ) nstructed rite
of Public Health pointing u:‘:‘/ttl(‘d to wriio 50 the. Depgrtment
%5 & Dviny Lt at no reply had heen received
, I which attent 1
fact that honey was heing h,]‘]””‘}“ iac: haap drairn. to 1he
there was reason 10 belieye ll; i 'Im,ﬂlm”-pd' ond seying thet

Tho President thon gaye b 250,25 #tlll boing done.
the work whieh had been ‘h;ncn: uranﬂu, in which he reviewed

hy the Association, and pointed
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out the advantages to be secured by organisation. He urged
members to work to inerease the membership of the Associatior,
and so strengthen the hands of the National Association. He
announced that he intended to give an address at each meeting
in future, and would make his remarks of an instructive nature.
By this means he hoped that beginners in beekeeping would
be attracted to the meetings and receive instruction which
would be invaluable to them.

It was resolved that in future a learners’ class should meet
half awhour before the general meeting, and Miss M. Shepperd
promised to preside. Experienced beekeepers are also invited
to attend and give the benefit of their experience.

A Beekeepers’ Journal has been in existence two years,
and anyone contemplating entering into heekeeping is strongly
advised to subscribe. Information can be supplied by any
member of the Association.

E. G. WARD.

FLAT v. GABLE ROOFS.
(By A. L. LUKE, Awakeri. Auckland.)

For the sake of the beginners, I think more ought to be
said in favour of the flat top covers instead of the abominable
wooden gable end covers which are pushed on the market by
some manufacturers of bee supplies, &e. No doubt I am now
jumping on some of the older beekeepers’ corns, but never-
theless facts speak for themselves.

Quite recently when looking around the country, I called
orr a large manufacturing plant of bee supplies, and I passed
the remark, ‘‘How is it you still stick to the gable end covers?'”
The reply was, ‘“We have always turned out this style, which
is very satisfactory.”” ‘‘But surely,”” I remarked, ‘‘don’t you
have any complaints of them blowing off or the dampness
going through?’’ I was assured that the complaints were nil.

Yet a few weeks later [ visited a number of commereial
apiaries which had these said gable end covers in use, and
almost the first thing they would say was, “Do your covers
ever blow off?”’ At one apiary they were telling me when
they got up one morning very nearly all the covers were blown
off, and so they had to wire them all down. The wire was
tightly fixed around cover hive and bottom-board, aund this
apiary was in a somewhat sheltered corner. I also visited the
apiary on the Dillworth Estate, near Auckland, where a model
apiary has been started with all modern appliances and con-
veniences, and also there the gable end covers are in use. The
manageress informed me that quite recently all the covers
were blown off and made a muddle of the whole apiary. In
the colder districts, like the Rangitikei, [ have seen the frost
freeze right through these five-eighth gable end covers, and
the result is wet mats and mildewed frames, and the bees
wintering very badly. Early last spring I purchased two
dozen gable end covers covered with a very thin zine. Certainly
the frost wouldn’t go through these; but lo! what a mess one
windy day last October. Some of these covers were blown
half a c¢hain away. I still have these; but no more!

I have heard: it said that there is no ventilation with the
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flat top covers. This is not so it made properly. The covers
T adopt arve 3-inch of the frames, and they can be easlly made
more or less if required, and With a ventilation hole in cach
side, They are formed out of 6 x 1t. & g. flooring doubled
so as to stop any possible chance of twisting, with a 3 x %
batten nailed securely all around, with a #-inch thick bloek
fixed in each corner so as to keep the necessary height off the
frames, and the top covered with No. 28 gange flat ivon. This
makes a practically everlasting job. with no lealage. T]}ey are
frost-proof and also wind-proof, for these covers are twice the
weight of the gable end ones, and besides they are very useful
when manipulating hives in the season by laying them on the
ground and stacking supers on same. They also make a handy
seat. 1 faney 1 can hear someone say, What about the heat
in the summer? 1 very cavefully tested three covers one
very hot day last January by taking three hives out in the
open with frames in all ready for the bees. T laid a ther-
mometer on top of the frames of each hive, and put the covers
on—one being the gable end. one flat top covered with fat iron,
and one flat top covered with malthoid roofing, and on looking
two hours later to see what the thermometer had to say, it
‘was surprising to find that there wasn’t half a degree of diff
ence o the three hives. Remember, these flat covers are two
inches thick, with ventilation holes in the sides.

At present I am busy making 200 flat covers for the coming
season. 1 don’t mean that my flat covers are the only good
covers in use, for T have seen other designs equally ood;
but T do say they are a long way ahead of the gable end
ones, and if the beginmers only knew the difference. I am sure
they would adopt the flat covers.

Correspondence.

(TO THBE EDITOR.)

Sir,—No_doubt your columns are open for questions from
beekeepers of the amatenr class, of which T am one, so venture
to ask a question or two,

Page 402.—“Eighty thousand colonies of hees in New
Zealand.”’ Ts this correct? If they yiclded only 28 b, honey
each (a low average), this would mean 1,000 tons,

Page 423.—“The ordinary method of fumigating combs
with sulphur is safest.”  Whai is the ordinary method?

Thanking you in anticipation of answers to ahove through
your columns—I am, efec.,

D.(!

[The average does appear low, but there is every reason

to believe that the production of honey in New Zealand is
considerably over 1,000 tons per anmum in good seasons, The
ordinary sulphur method is to put two or three storeys, one
on top of the other, on a flat howrd. Place within the storeys
an ivon vessel, the bottom of which should be full of Jive coals
or coke. Sprinkle a large handful of sulphur on the fire, ane
quickly stack the combs to he treated on the supers, Teave
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ffhhee c‘“‘f:?:c:vv?x-f “&: ”':l}"P}‘“F Hames for twenty-four hours
L Lo ee sape A g
prevent the possibilit; ree supers at the bottom is to

of the e e
destroying the combs. . i heat from the burning sulphur

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—No, I will not believe anyone can rear healthy brood
from co}!ubs previously infeeted with foul-brood; once infected
always infected, else why do we keep wax from diseased colo-
mies at hoiling point for twenty minutes, scorch hive bodies
and bottom-boards? Is there mo need for all this trouble?
Too true, there is. If that is the eure Mr. Cotterell used, I do
mot believe he had foul-brood. It is my opinion that it was
black-brood, and, strange to say, he has used one of the recog-
mnised cures for black-hrood—namely, by caging the queen.
Black-brood is casily cured, and easily mistaken for foul-brood,
being similar in all respects, except that it is of a watery and
not ropy substance —I am, &e.

H. BENTON.
Newstead, Featherston, Angust 8th.

(TO THE BDITOR.)

Dear Sir,—At the Conference Mr. E. P. Turner, of the
Forestry Department, mentioned that bees collected propolis
or wax from the Panax. [ did not at the time think it cour-
teous to point out this mistake, and that what they collect
from the ripening seeds of the Panax is truly nectar. [ am
standing under a Panax tree (P. simplex) whilst writing this,
which is humming with bees, and is producing nectar so pro-
Fusely that it is dropping on to the leaves. I have never seen
it produced quite so freely. The mako-makos are also busy
at work on it. It is sweet to the taste. In the antumm I have
noticed these same capsules still exude a thickened syrup that
has a turpentine taste, which the bees collect, and which I
think Mr. Turner mistook for wax or propolis. This neetar
is coming from the capsules, and not from the leaves or any
aphide. You get a shower-bath if you shake the tree, an
experience | have just got in gathering a specimen. On the
male form of the Panax, a tree of which is growing not far
off, the hees are busy collecting pollen; it, too, is producing
nectar from its aborted ovaries, but not so profusely. The
inference is obvious: that bees, after collecting pollen from the
male plant, pass on to the female that is producing nectar so
profusely, thus pollinating some. T send along specimens.—
T am, &c,

Peel Forest, August 20th. W. E. BARKER.

TREATMENT OF FOUL-BROOD.
(TO THE EDITOR )

Sir—In your last issue C. J .Clayton and J. C. Hobbs
deal with the Clayton treatment, and incidentally with wysell.
Both writers, apparently, still have confidence in medicated
syrup, when the complete failare of medication before the
“‘wax building” cure was introduced has absolutely condemmed
it. Mr. HMobbs uses 1 of carbolic acid in 700 of syrup, and
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y lis when taken up by the bees will sterilise the
fl“’}t‘j(:]‘h};;;l‘ o their sacs. But 1 in 700 would not sterilise
the syrup itself. It takes about 1 per cent. to destroy miost
microzymes, and 1 think it has been conclusively shown that
h sufficient to be germicidal would be ‘‘beecidal.”
Mr. Clayton states that in uSing his treatment 1 got into a
mess. I did! I treated about fifty colonies, and about three-
fifths of them remained slig‘hlb’ affected. All the same, I did
not put an extractor comb in the hive while treating these. I
used it on about half a dozen others afterwards, just to see
what honey they did talen down. Some I did in the evening,
and took out the comb first thing in the morning, and there
was no doubt about the homey being there. Would it be
possible that Mr. Clayton’s test colony smothered, not starved?
T think the whole matter resolves itself into this: that when
conditions are favourable, one shaking on full sheets of foun-
dation is sufficient. Indeed, the Editor of “‘Gleanings’’ states
that he has yet to be convinced that two shakings are necessary.
And favourable conditions are those under which bees build
wax freely. This condition, perhaps, could be brought about
by ample feeding, but in times of scarcity the bees seem to be
very provident, and build comb sparingly, storing the surplus
in the first few cells. With a good flow on wax secretion
goes on abundantly. and probably only fresh honey being
brought in is stored. For this reason also stronger colonies
treat better than weak ones.

‘While I still contend that carbolic eloths will not drive
the bees down without taking honey with them, I like the
method, because it does not scatter the bees so much. Mr.
Hobbs probably failed because he says he did it during a cool
spell. Heat is required to volatilise the carbolic acid.—T am,

&e.,
APTARIUS.

a s

(TO THR BDITOR.)

Sir,—There is no doubt that we heekeepers of New Zealand
can congratulate ourselves on our Journal and the BEditer
thereof who manages to secure for us so many excellent articles
on all subjects connected with the industry; and as he has
asked for suggestions to make the Journal more popular to
inerease the number of subseribers, I offer the following:—

T think we are making a mistake in practically ignoring
the beginmer. Take the currept number: what is there for
the amateur and small beekeepers? The eraft teems with
problems that tax the knowledge and skill of expericneed men,
and, as we all know when starting with bees, the hive and its
inmates are an absolute mystery, I am sure it would be a step
in the right direction to have a beginner’s department, where
the noviee can gain knowledge on the many points that
bewilder him. In the Department. of Agriculture’s Journal
there has heen an excellent idea carried out in the ““Dictionary
of Fﬂ"m_m‘ﬂ" for students, and if we had a “Dictionary of
Beekeefpmg" for beginmers in our Journal, it would make it
:tt::f(:-]v§ m}a x: ctlhms }of men whom we don’t cater for, T would

ight a ¢ beginmi ith i
SR ety l*hgfs :_ng with questions and answers
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‘What is a bee?

‘What is the part playey

culture and horti);l:llhl\’

How do bees live?

‘What is a queen bee? And so on.

Then I would have the work of the current month sct
forth, with warnings to look out for diseases, food, &e., &e.

There are many excellent heelkeepers who could run this
department splendidly, and ag the season will be starting next
month (September), T hope you will get it going.

I tneq to get a beekeeper to subseribe to our Journal after
showing Ah:!m one or two copies, but he said he could get more
information suitable for a heginmer out of the Journal of
Agriculture, which he subseribed to. This should not be when
we have a Journal of our own.

Another suggestion I make, Mr. Editor, is that we have
less anonymity in our articles, T do like to know who the
writer is. I would except ‘‘Critie’” for obvious reasons; but
“Veritas,”” ‘‘Citizen,”’ ‘“ Apiarius,”” *‘Rusticus,” and all other
““cusses’’ I would suggest they sign their name. This month
there is a ‘“To Wit,”” next month a reply will be signed
“To Whoo.”” and then I shall (h) owl!

‘Whilst T am writing, T should be glad if shareholders in
the H.P.A. will kindly note I resigned the secretaryship of the
Company last May. Therefore, all correspondence should be
addressed to the Company at Hawera.—I am, &e.,

FRED. C. BAINES.
Kati-Kati, Bay of Plenty, August 30th.

y the bees in relation o agri-
re?

(10 THE BDITOR.) .

Sir,—I am somewhat interested in Mr. Clayton’s foul-brood
cure, and [ have a few words to say on the matte about
the ‘“soup,’” ““mess,” ete., that he seems to think ‘‘Apiarist’’
and a few others have fallen into. T have my opinion as to
who have ‘“‘souped’’ and ‘‘messed’’ themselves, but I will not
say who for worlds. [ think ‘‘Apiarist’ is quite right. I
canmot for the life of me see why the bees cannot carry down
honey. He said he confined bees in an empty hive, and in two
days they were dead. How are wWe to know that they died for
want of honey? Bees die in many ways. Some people may
be eruel enough to say they died of suffocation, for there is
little or no ventilation through perforated aine. especially
wheni the bees ave confined and are in front of the zine trying
to get out. When Mr. Clayton proves that the bees do not
carry down diseased houney (he has not so far). we will one
and all vote him thanks, but not before. I would advise Mr.
Clayton not to recommend any of these short-cut methods to
us beginners; some are apt to malke too much of it The two-
shake plan has stood the severe test of time, and has come out
with colours . so we leave these short-cut plans to elxperts.
In the meantime let us get busy and clean some or all of 1t ou‘;
of our apiaries. Also, let the new inspectors get busy .““_
wriggle around to some of these dls?nsgd apiaries. ’[‘,hme is
& good—or, I mean, a bad—few in this district. Here )\jﬂhcm
smell the microbes as they buzz about in the air; they hang
there as thick as eream on a cold day.
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1 treat colonies here, they catch it again
f'mml-\;oi';s‘u:i‘;h);:m’s bees. | treated all my few twice last
mer. They were done the autumn before, and as soon as
sent out of the district there Was no more troubl‘n.“ .No. it was
not bad management in treating. Talk about the ‘joke of the
West Coast’’; our joke inspection beats it hollow, or, rather, it
would be if it was not so serious. Our foul-brood law has
been in force a long time. and no improvement yet, at least
not here. . . ¥

I say, Mr. Editor, I have a few lines to chew with you.
You say ‘‘paint your hives,” or at least I think you do, and
so do most fellows; even the journals do not mention much
else. I have an idea; it may be old. How would it do to give
hives, covers, bottom-boards, &c., a good coat of hot Stockholm
tar (not coal tar), and then giving all a coat of good quality
whitewash. I know a few ways of making whitewash that will
stand all weathers. Of course, it would only colour, but then
that is all it needs to do; the tar protects the wood almost
indefinitely if well put om. Now, 1 don't care seven pins
if the tar does show through, so long as it is light enough
in colour for coolness. Of course, you are right as far as you go.
Paint is nice-looking, clean, and smells nice for the bees, but so
does Stockholm tar, altogether different fromy coal tar; it has
a decidedly sweet smell. Do you know anyone who has tried it?
I have not yet had a chance, but I intend to try it. What
is your opinion?

Now, another bone. What kind of wood do you think best
suited for the manufacture of frames? White pine splits beau-
tifully when nailing, and is lovely for twisting at times.

Have a bite at this. please. Do you know any good joints
to make ,when making frames (unspaced), and the best
dimensions of the end. top, and bottom bars? They must be
very simple to make. I object to factory made joints; they are
not straightforward enough.

Does stimulative feeding pay? T disagree with you if you

say it does.—I am, &e.,
W. BROWN, Junr.

Cheviot. September 5.

[We do not know whether your plant of a substitute for
paint has been tried. It seems good, and is certainly worth a
trial. White pine is not the ideal timber for frames; still it
is cheap. and that counts some. Just before war broke out
negotiations were opened up for the supply of a pure White
Manchurian pine similar {o the American basswood, but the
arrangements were not completed owing to the shortage of
boats from the East. There are no better joints for frames
than the ordinary square checks, such as are used by manu-
facturers all over the world. The best dimensions for frames
are the standard ones. although some beekeepers prefer slight
variations. Stimulative feeding does pay—it has stood the test
of time.—Rd.]

—_—

wymln, a Regular Contributor of Anticles on the
'r:oxx;tlv s wur};ﬁ, more pwmcu'::vly in the form of instructions te
nners, necessary, t! iter can ““Don’
do, but do as I tell you.” i g, A
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Good Things f
. om Everywhere,
A case of more than (nl'\—

v v "Tlinary interest to c ei
““‘;‘,’:’:nli ]:io& r&;eh:tnrd'llurmg ﬁe la.m'c: ox?uLZ?TEi‘:mu:n‘;::-
wi a D TUCLOT is rgpeeding against a -
beekeeper for obstructing hi, in the execution nt'dl\i:?]}x;}m“n

A Temuka dent write :

1 correspondent writes:—*‘The bees are havi
good time on Wweeping wil‘I‘uw\ cherry plums and pe':];;e:
Next ;qon_mh t.he ordru_mry Willows will start. The weather m
good; if it will continue while willows are in bloom a good
start for the season is assured, :

Beekeepers will be interested to know that a fellow crafts-
man, Mr. Peter McKay, has invented an artificial arm for the
use of those who have had the misfortune to lose a limb. The
invention, which has been patented in the principal countries
of the world, is declared by the chief military and mediecal
experts to be the most useful and ingenious contrivance yet
devised. The Press also are unanimous in their praise of the
invention. Mr McKay had the homour of exhibiting his inven-
tion to the Hon. the Minister of Defence, together with his
military advisors, and when a report of the invention was placed
before Cabinet, Mr. McKay was granted a bonus to enable him
to proceed to England to bring his invention under the notice
of the Imperial authorities. We wish Mr. McKay all the success
which his invention deserves.

In June, 1909, Mr. J. S. Cotterell tried to find out the com-
ponent parts of propolis. As a result of his enquiry the follow-
ing note was published in ‘‘The Chemist and Druggist.”” Sep-
tember 18th, 1909:—

‘“Propolis is a peculiar resinous body with which the honey
bee cements and coats the inner surface of the honeycomb cells.
and which has enjoyed from antiguity a popular reputation
as a vulnerary. It forms a dark-yellowish or brownish plastic
mass, and is supposed to be derived from the buds of poplars.
birches, and similar trees. This substanee was chemically
examined a few year ago by Dr. M. Greshoff, of Haarlem. and
more recently by Dr. P. Bohrisch (‘Pharm. Centralh.,’ xIviii..
1907, 45, 929). The last named chemist found it to consist of
43.6 per cent. of propolis resin, 8.7 per cent. of propolis balsam,
27.9 per cent. of beeswax, 6.9 per cent. of essential oil, and 12.9
per cent. of insoluble impurities. The occurrence of resins in
the contents of the beehive is a subject of some interest. and
T hope some of your correspondents having a practical ac-

i with bee-keeping will be able to throw more light
upon it. During the course of an investigation into the origin
of ¢ pwenyet,’ the black wax of Burma, formed by species of
¢ Melipone’ and  Trigone’ (Fymenoptera), I have recel'xtly
shown that the substance is the resin of ‘ Dipterocarpus  or
“ Hopea’ trees transferred bodily from the wounded trees to
the nest of the insects. In other parts of the world Pﬂ‘e-' trees
afford material for manufacturing the nests of the ‘ Trigonz.
In Trinidad the latex of the rubber-trees is used, and in Malaya
the gum-resin of the wild gamboge-tree is. taken. It would be
interesting to obtain observations on the particular resins em-
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purope in forming propolis. Any
be followed up by chemical
<cover if the resin is transferred to the
“eondition, or whether it has become
olism.”’—David Hooper (Weston-

oyed by the honey-bees of
iT::fi»rmnann on this point should
analysis in order to di
hives in an unaltered con
changed by a process of metah

super-Mare.)

BEEKEEPER’S DREAM.

"Twas just a dream!

While wandering far away,
So tired of all the strife for what was needful,

‘And nseless meetings, bringing forth no fruit.

T seemed to see that such things were not meant to be.
Life’s probloms oft had caused me stay and ponder o'er:

'Twas never meant that we, ]

The creatures of God’s image, should not be above the birds and

flowers,
Not knowing how to pay our way.

And then light dawned!

From yonder isle afar away,

Mere speck upon the ocean roll,

A glimpse I caught of heavenly thought,
Of what might be somewhere, some day.

Tt seemed in that fair land

There dwelt a world of insect life,

So wondrous and so beautiful ;

I gazed entranced. Could I but live upon it for a while.

‘Twas God’s own land, of milk and honey pure,

Of birds, and bees, and flowers and wondrous music;

And as I gazed a voice entreatingly called forth,

“‘Come o’er and take control, and make it yield its substance
For sweetening life the wide world o’er.

And then we learned the secret of the universe,

And furnished tiny homes in great abundance,

Peopling them with insect life,

And bade them live and multiply.

And thus we sowed in countless number,
And left the harvest to a Higher Power,
‘Who smiled upon our labours,

Granting to those who sowed so faithfully
Should reap reward.

Then as the seasons came around,
Sncb music rose upon the air
‘Which made all beemen smile,
For every little home was filled to overflowing,
{}n;l_ltheﬂmore we sowed the vaster was the yield,
i Jdc?vesc,ﬂ came flitting o’er the sky like great white winged

And steamers manifold wer

r vere hrought
That o’er th g Lof ! i

Cam!-(,dns troubled world of ours the sweetness might be

While every corner of th i

corne ¢ carth with honey he suppli
From out this isle, where righteousness dn);h dwell]lr.ﬂmd
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The vastness of New Zealang store is
And wealth in great abundance Jurks ii:";lnl:]th?ched‘
courage hold, or those who
And greater things prepare
In bee and flower and {ree,

»was just a dream!
But who, dare say it will not heg

—M. SHEPPERD, Christchurch,

STINGS v. REEUMATISM.

Among the exhibits in the Dairy Show at the Agricultural
Hall in London is one of interest to pharmacists. It
has been named the “‘Bee Vaccinator,”” although its object, is
not to vaccinate bees, but rather to assist the bees to sting
those of us who have the misfortune to suffer from rheumatism.
It has long been known that beekeepers are remarkably free
from rheumatism, and bee-stings have been used for many years
as a remedy for that complaint. There has, however, hitherto
been a difficulty in applying the remedy, for the bee is endowed
with a judicial mind, and in its absolute impartiality it stings
the doctor as readily as his patient. As it is not consistent
with medical etiquette in this country that the medical man
should share his remedies with his patients, the use of bee-stings
from the antirheumatic point of view has not spread very
rapidly. To surmount this obstacle is the object of the inven-
tion to which we are referring. The appliance consists of a
glass cylinder somewhat resembling the upper half of a syringe,
which it also resembles in being provided with a piston. The
method of using the apparatus will be readily understood from
the illustration. On the top of a hive, in this instance an
observatory hive, is an opening provided with a slide of per-
forated zine. The ‘‘vaccinator’’ (made by Messrs. J. Lee &
Son, Ltd., Martineau road, Highbury, London, N.) is placed
upon the slide, which is then withdrawn, and the bees, enticed
if necessary with a little honey, run up into the glass eylinder.
The slide of the instrument is then closed, and the hees are
thus confined until required for use. The ‘‘vaccinator’’ is
placed upon the spot where the stings are to be applied, the
slide is withdrawn, and the piston pressed upon the bees, who
resent this treatment in the usual manner. In estimating the
effect of each sting it should be remembered that the bee's
sting is barbed, and usually remains in the wound. To it is
attached the poison-sac, and this is provided with automatic
muscles, which continue to pump the poison into the wound
for one or two minutes. If, therefore, the sting be removed at
once the quantity of poison injected will be but a small fraction
of the whole quantity contained in the poison-sac. It is ad-
visable to choose for inoculation some part of the body where
the skin is loose and the underlying tissnes not too hard. A
sting in spots such as the cartilage of the nose or ear, where
swelling does not readily take place, may be extremely painful.
The first few stings are more painful than subsequent ones, and
in a few days most patients become immune. In order to
diminish the inconvenience of the first stings local anwsthesia
may be resorted to. Dr. Terc, of Marburg. published an
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interesting account of his thirty years’ experience of the cure
of rheumatism by bee-stings in' the “British Bee Journal’’ of
Mareh 11th, 1909, and in the same Journal in December of
last year were published a number of observations on the
same subject. Favourahle reports on the treatment have also
appeared in the ““‘British Medical Journal.”

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

The following subseriptions have heen received during the

month X
Messrs. A. 1. Andrews, J. C. Allison, A. Belneaves, W,
Brown, Junr., W. Browne, J s, J. Crist, Dilworth Ulster

ates, ..
Institute, A. T Davis, 1. W. Barp, G. T. Gulde, P. James, H. D,
Mills, J. A. Moore. J. Mullions, M. P. Millett, C. A. Pope, Mrs,
J. D. Press, J. Rombach, R. Rose, A. Speal, I1. Shepherd, J. H.

Talbot, J. Walton, Wm. Watt.

NICHOLAS’ ™.

We are now very busy making up Foundation Comb, and
advise all who require their Wax made up to forward at once.

Put your name and address on each package.
Every Sheet guaranteed of superior quality, and free from

any Bee diseases.
PRICE, 8d. per lb., medium brood.

NOTE ADDRESS:

4 Caledonia St., Hawera.
WANTED

Good Clean Beeswax
In any Quantity.

HIGHEST PRICES GIVEN.

Cash or Exchange for Supplies.

Let us know how much you have.

WRITE FOR NEW PRICE LIST—JUST PUBLISHED,

ALLIANCE BOX CO., Ltd.

Castle Street - Dunedin.
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ITALIAN QUEENS

= From Root's I'unious Liong Tongusd
Red Clover Strain.
THESE ARE THE BEES THAT FILL
THE SUPERS AND THE POCKETS,
SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

T a,
ES. Untesteda " N 4
:g"f',’:m, { T:;sfesde s - ;g’_ ;g':
M. SHE P HERD,
10 WILMER STREET . - CHR'STCHURW

The W.F.C.A., Ltd,,

LAMBTON QUAY,
WELLINGTON.

(By appointment Suppliers to His Excellency the Governor.)

We are Agents for this Distriet for The ALL
(0., and carry Large Stocks of all BEE REQUIS

All orders receive prompt attention.

Do you know that our name is synonymous with the best of
everything as suppliers of Food Stuffs.

 BOX

DEPARTMENTS :
Grocery, Wines and Spirits, Crockery and Hardware.

THE WAIRARAPA FARMERS' ASSOGIATION, LTD.,
Lambton Quay, Wellington.

W A DAWSON FIJRTRDSE

tested 3. ﬂu
« 105, 18s.
ol Tested s, 20s.

COLONIES OF

B 155,
£1 128,
red
All care
he mvlumr\. 1 will,
rmed intact
oRTROSE, SOUTHLAND,

‘Colony &
tho ahove prices must be aild h-l the price of tha Queen req ph
BEES Free from Disease, and bred from good st

taken to ensuro safe transit, but vo mmu-xlul\w taken with @
lowever replage p dead queon, from the uml if the Lox is retu
TS~ C0ARH WiTH ORDER. . A. DAWSON, F
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SEASON 191617,

Price List of ITALIAN QUEENS.

PRICES :

1 2 3 4 5
Untested .. .. B/ 9/6 14/- 18/- 22/-
Select Untested—l/ extra per Queen.
Tested S .. 10/- . 18/- 26/- 33/- 40/-
Select Tested .. .. 12/6 22/6
Breeders .. SR i20/-

All Queens guaranteed free from Foul-brood; Bee Paralysis,
and all other diseases. and bred from Pure Stock, which have
been selected for hardiness, disease-resisting, good-working, and

non-swarming qualities.
Ninety-eight per cent. of Untested Queens guaranteed

purely mated
TERMS: Nett cash with order. Cheques to have exchange

added.
P.0. Order Office, Tapauui.
Tested Queens for delivery from October 1st; Untested from
about November 20th to firs{ weelk in April, 1917.

Postal Address: :
R. STEWART, %%
JUST PUBLISHED!

Money in Bees
In Australasia.
By TARLTON RAYMENT.

This important work is the first authoritative and
practical treatise yet issued on the profitable management
of Bees in Australas It will prove invaluable to every
progressive Beekeeper. It contains 100 Tllustrations and
Diagrams and 286 pages of most interesting matter,
ineluding a special section on the nectariferous value of the
indigenous flora,

‘It is extremely practical from beginning to end.”’—
The Editor. ‘‘ Australasian Beekeeper.’

Bound in Cloth. PRICE—7/6

Whitcombe & Tombs, Ltd

Daunedin, Chri , Welli

Printed and Published by Btone, Son & Co., Ltd,, Duncdin, for the N.Z, Deekeepers
Assoclution.  Beptermber 16th, 1910,



