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The Beekeepers’ Exchange.
FOR SALE. | WANTED. | TO EXCHANGE.

ADVERTISEMENTS 0n this Page will be Inserted

at the rate of 2/- pet 36 words per insertion. -

POSITION WANTED by Young Lady (Certificated Bee-

keeper); would go as Assistant, or take charge of Bees for

Commercial Beekeeper during the season.—M. M., ¢/o G.P.O.,
Hamilton, North Island.

WANTED, MANAGER for Apiary of 120 Strong Colonies,

which it is intended to increase’ to 200; good wages to suitable

applicant, with free house, of will work bees on half shares,
with or without extra work im the orchard.—Further par-
ticulars from C. R. HOLYOAKE,

Motueka, Nelson,

N I CH OLA
: to

a DIARIES
We are now very busy :iaking up Foundation Comb, and

advise all who require their Wax made up to forward at once.

Put your name and address ou each package.
Every Sheet guaranteed of superior quality, and free from

any Bee diseases,

PRICE, 8d. per lb., medium brood.

NOTE ADDRESS:

4 Caledonia St., Haivera.

BEEKEEPERS! Your attention a moment, please!

SIX TONS OF HONEY per 100 COLONIES.

How does that average strilce you? That: was the actual result
obtained in this district last season. The season was nothing
exceptional, but the Bees that produced that splendid result
were not too slow: they were what we call hustlers; no ‘‘Beg

pardon’’ about them. g

THE STRAIN WAS GOOD—THAT’S THE SECRET,

It will pay you to have Queens from this strain.

I ean supply you. Let me know your requirements,

PRICES:
Untested... 4/-each .. 10for35/- .. 20 for 60/-
Tested .. 7/6each ., three for 20/-
Select Tested .. 12/6 each

| A. J. DDARCY,
20 Linton Street - Palmerston North.



Oct. 16, 1916.] Ee Zee san
The NewZealand Beekeepers’Journal

The Official Organ of the

National Beekeepers’ Association of N.Z.

No. 28 DUNEDIN. 3/6 Per Annum.

Hints for Beginners.

WHAT TO DO.

(By W. B. BRAY, Barry’s Bay.)

So far the beekeeping industry in New Zealand has been

developed only in a small way. There is room for great ex-
pansion yet, and the bigger it grows the more respect will it

command. The more and better honey we have to sell the

bigger will be the demand for it, and the prosperity of the

industry as a whole will be reflected in the fortunes of the

individual beekeeper. This journal can play a very big part
jn stimulating the growth of the industry. Most of the readers

are keeping bees as a side line. They have started with little

or no experience, and as likely as not they will lose all interest

in them after a few years unless they are able to make some

progress in. acquiring the art of suecessful management. We

must make it the function of this journal to help our readers

with practical advice. We who have the experience can make

their pathway smoother for them, so that their interest in

the bees will grow. By encouraging the beginners of to-day
we are helping to put the industry om a sound footing, for they
will be the professionals of to-morrow.

In writing these monthly notes for begimners, I hope to

be excused if I use the capital ‘‘T’’ too much, as I do it more

for convenience in composition. I do not propose to enumerate

each month all the work that has to be attended to, but pro-

pose rather to point out the essential work in season.

Any beekeeper who has not yet read a book on bees should
at once do so. Until the reader is acquainted with the internal

economy of the beehive and the terms used by beekeepers, he

cannot grasp mtelligently the instructions given in these pages.
I do not agree with Mr. Baines that this Journal should start

at the ABC of beekeeping. There are plenty of good books
on bees which supply that want.

Probably the most important question for the beginner, or,

for that matter, any beekeeper, is to ascertain whether the
bees have foul-brood. Have you ever seen foul-brood? If not,
do you think you would know it if you saw it? I have met

men who, having read thab it could be detected by the smell
at the entrance, depended on their noses. Now, I have a very
keen nose, but very seldom have I used it that way. The eyes
are more certain. Look for one cell that has a different

appearance in the capping. Investigate by opening it, and if

there is mot a live bee inside im some stage or other, there is
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something wrong. Look for the ropiness, but if you cannot

be sure, make certain by consulting someone who does know

foul-brood, The sooner you learn how to detect the presence

of foul-brood, if it is only one cell, the better, because you

must best it or it will ‘‘bust”’ you,
:

Until you know that you have no disease m your apiary,

don’t changecombs from one hive to another, because you

might unknowingly transfer the disease to a clean colony.
But whether you have foul-brood or not, never leave any combs

or anything containing honey outside a hive where the bees

have access to it. There may be exceptions to this in a clean

apiary, but never in an. infected one. Honey lying about outside

the hive causes robbing, which makes very unpleasant working
conditions, and where disease is present it is spread right and

left by robbing. Another thmg to remember to avoid un-

pleasantness for yourself and your neighbours is never to leave

a hive open longer than is necessary to do what you want to it.
I mow one man who thought nothing of leavinig his hives open
for hours at a time. Bees have got a bad name in his district

as a consequence. He himself was never without a veil, and he

had to run with veils to mect visitors.
Where there is disease to treat, I would advise the old: and

well-tried plan of shaking the bees on, to starters for four days,
and then giving them full sheets. If the colonies being treated
are weak, double them together (by shaking into one hive)
until there are enough bees to cluster on at least five frames.
The best time to start treating for disease is just when enough
new honey is coming in to keep them going nicely, which is

just about the time the bees think of swarming (unless they
are provided with storage room). I cannot set a date for

beginning the treatment, because conditions vary so much he-

tween the extreme north and south. In some localities it can be

started now. Full directions for treatment can be obtained

from the Apiary Division of the Department of Agriculture.
Remember always that prevention of re-infection is the most

important part of the cure. It is no use to say that the treat-

ment is no good if you allow even one bee a taste of the infected
material afterwards.

Before the next Journal appears the bees will be thinking
of swarming. If you want a crop of honey, counteract the

tendency to swarm by putting supers on in time. As soon) as

the bees crowd on to the outside combs, and you see white
wax being built along the top bars, you ean put the super on,

because then the bees have honey to store. I am one of those
who do not use queen excluders, The bees are almost. certain
to refuse to go into the super if the exeluder is put on when
the first super is given, After they are used to going into the

super to store honey, then the excluder may be put in between,
if desired, and they will continue to use the super.

T do notadvise anyone to eut out queen cells for the purpose
of preventing swarming. If the bees want to swarm and they
are thwarted a few times, they will swarm without queen, cells,

Very often they rear the queen cells just for the purpose of

supersedingan old queen,and have no intention of swarming,
heneeit 18 an unwise plan. to he cutting these cells out, Let
the bees attend to their own business. When you do get a

Swarm, move the old hive to a new stand, and hive the swarm
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on the old stand. The best way ig to set the new hive ready on.

the old stand, shake the swarm into an empty box, carry them
to the’ hive, and tip them out on a sack in front of their new

home.
When examining a colony, now take the opportunity to

work any badly shaped combs to the outside, where they are

likely to be emptied, so they cam be removed altogether. Put

any drone combs well away from the brood, unless it is a

particularly good colony, as then you want their drones to out-

number the others. I put whole drone combs into my best
colonies.

A few timely words on putting foundation in the frames.
‘Critic’? gave us a useful wrinkle—to break the wedge into

three pieces; no trouble then with wedges coming out. Too

many beekeepers try to do without wiring the frames. I would.

as soon do without the foundation as do without the wire. It

ensures straight combs by holding the sheet straight till the

comb is built, and’ then the frame can be handled without fear

of the comb falling out. It is almost impossible to breals wired

combs without putting your foot through them or breaking the

frame. I use No. 30 wire, and draw it very tight. I used to

embed the wire, until it was suggested to me that it was un-

necessary, so I knocked it off, and get just as good results.

I cam endorse what Mr. Luke says about lids. I use all

flat. telescope lids like his, but not so thick on top. They don’t

leak.
,

It is penny wise and pound foolish to let the bees starve

during the next few months, so keep a watch on their stores.

I don’t know why so many beekeepers will persist in

placing their hives under trees or up against fenees. It is ever

so much more convenient to have them in the open, where you
ean get all round them. It is possible to shift a hive to a new

position a few yards away if there are no other hives near the

old stand to draw the bees. Make the shift in the middle of
awarm day. Then take every comb out, and shake most

of the bees on to the ground in front. The commotion will

cause them to locate afresh, and the returning field bees will
be attracted to the new position.

A BEGINNER’S METHODS.

I should say most of us beginners open up too early in the

spring. We are anxious to have a look in, but we don’t see

very much, and don’t do thé bees any good. If we leave it a

little later—say, the last week in September—we should find all
the queens laying, the weather a little warmer, and perhaps
the weeping willows just coming out, and the bees will handle

much better. Give the bottom boards a clean, see there is

plenty of stores, the queens laying, and the brood healthy;
put on an extra mat, and close the hive, and don’t be long
about it this time. The next look should be about a month

after (the end of September). Choose a nice day. The straight
willows should be coming out now, also peaches, and the bees

will handle very nicely, If you have plenty of willows close

around and calm weather, you have a chance of getting a

surplus by uniting the weaker oves—that is, making the brood



"Ng, BEEKEEPERS’JOURNAL. [Oct.16,1916.

Ll of od and honey, and putting a half-super
chamber fu 3

jllows close dom t put the super on. Put in a

on top; if no ee

rene cells im it im the brood nest of. your

framewith SO

also keep drones down from undesirable
second: best. quesa f their heads, or, better still, cut out the

queens by shavingeae is best done at swarming time, but

drone
con ee cae could rear them any time drones

anyone wel
The“nereaseis not wanted top boxes should be

are flying. When mere’™

rerowded: also give more and more
on before the hives get overt ecmea ere

fa

trou
the entrance as the days get warmer and bees s ronger,

Telitaa wy queens’ wings. I may lose a queen now and again

etch a pattingbackin the hive again, but if she had had

her wingson I would lose the swarm too,and as long as I

get round before the young ones are hatching things areall
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Now is the best time to start beekeeping.I would
warn a beginner about buying old-established hives without

having a good look for foul-brood,or getting a beekeeperto
look. If I were starting again, I would buy the hives in the

flat and put them together, and put on a cood coat of white

paint; put in full sheets of foundation, then collect swarms, or

give someone 3/- or 5/- to get them for me. If you keep them

in the box for a couple of days and shake them down in front

of the frame hive about sundown, burn all bits of comb built in

the box, and there’s not much fear of them carrying foul-brood

germs in with them. If they do they will use it up building out

their comb. I think there is nothing more sickening to a young

beekeeper than to get a good dose of foul-brood, and then a

poor crop of honey, and rob the bees too close in the autumn,
and perhaps find in the spring one or two starved out and the

rest on the verge, and rather weak. A good stinging is very

painful. I always like to cover myself with a good bee-veil.
If taking a swarm that has been hanging a time, a good plan
is to pull a pair of woollen socks over the hands and up over

the coat cuffs; it keeps them from going down your sleeve.
The first swarm I tried to take I learnt a good lesson. After

reading a little I felt satisfied they would always be gentle
when swarming, but I got a rude shock and two eyes bunged
up. I have been careful ever since.

Rapaura, Marlborough.
:

H.R.
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MARKETING HONEY AT HOME.

_ A short time ago the general manager of the Bristol and

Se

ointment the Chairman of the Honey Producers’

eaten(Mr. H, W. Gilling) and Mr. R. W. Brickell(a
Pee Major gave a detailed account of the way New

shortage ea
* how placedupon the British market. The

Ag Acats Foe exports last season was 4 very serious one,

apple aca eo rpeneemenigentered into in anticipation of a.

the first eanof thesSeer, nan the amount shipped under

in the vicinity of thicontract. The shortage was somewhere

works out to bie fiearEy,tons; when packed in 1 Tb, pots this

Dominions’esopiationUndertheir contract the Bristol and

tity of hone 1
10n are entitled to either purchase a quan-y equal to the shortage or to recover damages. Had
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they taken either of these courses, it would have hit the Honey
Producers’ Association so hard that it is doubtful whether the

strain on the young company would not have been too great for
‘t, The Major. when the position was explained to him, so that
ie could see the diffieulties under which the company had

worked, generously waived hig right to damages, of course

without prejudice to any action he might take in the event

of a shortage in future years, The duty of the Honey Pro-

ducers’ Association and of the beekeepers of the Dominion is

to leave no stone unturned and to spare no effort during this

season of shipping a quantity equal to the contract plus the

shortage.

A meeting of the Waikato shareholders of ithe H.P.A. was

held in Hamilton early in September, called for the purpose

of allowing as many as possible to hear Major Norton explain
in, detail how out honey is handled and sold in Great Britain.

The Major, who was received with applause, said he

thought that he had lived up to the promises made two years

ago when he previously met them in Hamilton. However, events

in the interval had turned ont quite different to what anyone

could have possibly forecasted at that time, and the Association

had encountered difficulties which were not then conceived.

A STAGNANT MARKRNT.

Being in close association for eight years with every

grocers’ association in the United Kingdom, he was perfectly
aware at that time of what the position in respect to New

Zealand honey was like. It all went to London, and was sold

in bulk to the big majority of people, who placed it under

their own label. This, he considered, was not in the best in-

terests of the New Zealand producers. His minimum guarantee
was 4d. per lb. free on board in New Zealand. The speaker
explained that with the sudden rising of war conditions, the

difficulty that he experienced m purenasing jars, which ad-

vanced more than double the usual rates, and were not pur-
chasable at all now. Cases for packing moved to a rate three

times as great as pre-war charges. In respect to labour, the most

of which was previously done by boys and girls, such was abso-

lutely impossible if they knew England as it is to-day. All the

previous available supply had gone to the Army or were en-

gaged in munition work. He had no idea when he originally
discussed the question with them he would be unable to get
glass jars, and when he was faced with such a position, he had

to set to work to find a substitute to store the honey. They
had to remember this very essential point, that when they were

introducing a new brand to the grocer they could not expect,
and must not ask for, the same price as that commanded by
a well-known brand. Freight, port and other charges, that were

such essential aspects of their doings before the honey could

be placed on the market, had doubled and trebled in some cases

what they were originally. Figures showed that he was getting
48/- for their honey, whereas it had previously brought only
34/- or 35/- on an average, and latterly he had taken it over

at 50/- per ewt. The substitute vessels for the glass jars were

preferred by the public after they became known, but to keep

up their supply he had to contract for no fewer than 500,000,
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y have you not succeecec in getting a
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They mightLa van would reply that in January and
higher price? To that he

ther 1 lozen, but to his
February he could have got another |

/- a do te Nort
mind there was such a thing as policyin business. Mr. Norton

laimed that it would have been foolish to exploit the people
si

A them at the start. It would have been most,
who had stood by the

5 ,
,

unsound to have demanded a higher price, as the businesswas

not only of to-day, but of the future, Fifty shillings per cewt.
had been obtained for the vg ea

dark and light, which

was a figure never dreamed ol betore.

The speaker described himself as in mortal terror of the

War Oflice stepping in and commandeeringthe honey. It, was

not the policy to have sold the whole of the output to the War

Office and let the grocers do without. The War Officewould
not buy in bulk, and to do it up in 2 Ib. tins to suit their re-

quirements meant the purchasing of special machinery, andalso
the delivery of the honey at any point the authoritiesrequired,
in small or large quantities, as the case might be. When the

War Office did not commandeer the honey, it was possible to

keep up trade with the retail grocer, who was the best man in

the United Kingdom as far as the New Zealand honey producer
was concerned. He refused to sell the honey in bulk, and that
was the last thing the grocers wanted, as they would not be able
to buy bottles or vessels, and again it was impossible for them
to get labour to do the work.

as eash had t

AUSTRALIA'S SHORTAGD,

Dealing with a point respecting the price of 6d. for honey
in Australia, Mr. Norton said that the answer was the shortage
of supply. If a glut came they would not geet 3d. at Port
Adelaide for it, and in dealing with South Australia he ought
to know what he was talking about. Further, in respect to
Home marketing, Mr. Norton said that it was necessary to get
suitable advertising, and the cost of that in England at the
present time was something unheard of. Their business was to
keep up their connection, and though they may have had a bad
season this time, they had to remember the extraordinary con-

ditions,The price was higher than they had ever had before,
and their honey was now known where it had never previouslybeen heard of.

A LOST OPPORTUNITY.

Mr.Miller contested portion of Mr, Norton’s remarks, his
complaintbeing that Mr, Norton had missed an opportunity by
not entering into negotiations with the War Office for the
disposal of the honey supply. THe had been apprised, he said,

ofthepackingof twenty-threeshops and £4,000 to go to Ting-
aesa eran Deveeibion30:thaBristolCompany,while one

that thoro-was p bic > ‘008in one year, Facts had proved
a big difference between what tho War Office



Oct.16, 1916.] N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. 479

was paying and what they had obtained for the New Zealand
output. The speaker said that he was im possession of an offer
of 6d. per lb. at Auckland.

Mr. Norton replied that if the previous speaker bad an

offer of 6d. per lb. he would advise him to take it. It was a
fact that South Australia had a certain amount of honey in

London, which had been sold to the War Office.

HONDY Up “KITE-HIGH.”

Mr. Miller reiterated that honey had advanced *‘kite-high,’’
and as far as the continuity of supply was concerned, that was

quite disorganised. By the opportunity mentioned, up to £8

per ton better price was available. He argued that he was quite
competent to go into any shop in England and place the honey.

Another speaker said that Mr. Norton had undertaken

originally to do certain things in respect to placing our honey
on the market. One was to place the honey with the retail

eroceries, which had been done. He contended that to supply
the War Office would have been a breach of contract. As far

as the producers were concerned, there was no complaint by
the honey producers, as Mr. Miller wished them to believe.

Mr. Miller: They had not enough business ability to eom-

lain.i
A Voice: The shareholders will all be pleased to hear you

say that, Mr. Miller.

In reply to Mr. Sage, Mr. Norton said that they would be

advised after the annual balance on November 30th in regard
to the bonus. It would be materially reduced this year, but

still it would be a considerable one.

Dealing with the market prospects for dark honey in

Seotland and the North of Eneland, Mr. Norton said that they
were very bright, and they could take all they could send.

On the motion of Mr. Hutchinson, a hearty vote of thanks
was accorded to Mr. Norton, the speaker emphasising the wis-

dom of steady development of the market.

NOTE.—It may interest readers to know that Mr. Miller
was asked after the meeting was over to close with the offer
he asserted he had, and to enter into a contract to accept 25
tons for a period of three years, but after some considerable
correspondence he found that in the meantime the arrange-

ments could not be completed. Comment is unnecessary !

FOUL-BROOD.

By W. B. BRAY.

What a lot of trouble Mr. Cotterell has been put to in

curing foul-brood, Granting that he has made a permanent
cure, would it not have been better if he had kept quiet and
said nothing about it? Not that foul-brood is a thing to be

ashamed of. Most beekeepers run up against it at times. and

if they are good beekeepers they fight it till it is cured. There

is only one good way to cure it, and that is the shaking method,
T do not think it is a good plan to give publicity, even at fulk
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5 uch complicatedplan as that usedbyMr.
meetings, to any: ds it may Work, but I venture to say that.

ee es beokeeve?will find it a failure. ae plan may look

iheaverag® ne siting up the combs.

very tempting, - saad es penieneeof the McEvoy treat-

Sa yiyaLee it condemns it. Ie makes a great error

byassociatingstarvation with the treatment. Moleneet all
otheramthoritiesalways insist that. the bees have n eet

om

of flicht, and be encouraged to buildcomb at once. 7 hey cannot
build-comb under starvation conditions, so the treatmentmust

or the bees must be fed.a + is ing im
be applied when honey 1s comlns I,

Nowe at Mr. Cotterell had an outbreak of foul-brood, we pre-

sume there was a source of infection somewhere. The facet of

foul-brood re-appearing may be accounted for in three ways.
The bees may have had access to the original source of infec-
tion; they may have retained infected honey in their sacs while

he attempted to starve them; or they may have had access to

the infected material from their own hives after treatment.

I have used the McEvoy treatment, and seen it used so

often with successful results that I would recommend no other

to the average beekeeper. When treating an odd hive in an

apiary, I have had the disease appear in adjacent hives. During
the shaking the bees have drifted, so now I remove a diseased

colony right away before treating it. I have used the Baldridge
plan successfully, and believe it is very good where there are

few to treat. I have had a case stay cured where I took away
the bottom storey with the infected combs, the bees having
worked into the super, but would not advise others to try the
same. I once had an infected colony, which was discovered
when re-queening in the autumn. The new queen was a pure
Italian, and in the following October neither the apiary inspec-
tor nor myself could find a trace of disease. Even had that

colony remained clean (foul-brood appeared the same summer,
and it was treated) I would not advise Italianising alone as a

eure.

In another case I treated two colonies. leaving enough bees
in one to care for the combined brood combs, and giving them
a queen cell, The virgin was lost, so I put another cell in, and
by the time the queen began laying all the brood was hatched,
and very few diseased cells were left. These looked as if they
were being cleaned out by the bees, so I left them, The first

pene ee bapawas healthy, butin a couple
ds

s as bad as ever, so I treated them.

a ee eeriethat there may be too much disease
’

pe cure , tne trae
¥:

lage

beekeeper to judge phighCe Pew3 ibeOE
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w

rood, poller

show up fully capped. Now he sa e ee dee a which,he BBYE)

cells which are uncapped and vhicl
ie
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If new cures| ae
a

ae
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cat could be killed by choking it with butter, but there are

other ways. .Most beekeepers will stick to the MeEvoy way
of treating foul-brood.

To discover uncapped cells of foul-brood, hold the comb

horizontally, with the top bar next you, about level with the
chest, and stand with the hack to the sum or a strong light
from window, so that the licht comes over the shoulder and
strikes the comb on a slant. he light then shines on the lower
wall of the cell, where the dried up diseased larvae lies plainly
to be, seen. Try it on a diseased comb, and see if you ean

pick out the open cells containing the dried up scale. It often

happens that the only diseased eells om a comb are uncapped,
and without examining the comb this way it would be passed
as clean.

BUZZINGS IN BEETOWN.

(By ‘‘Citizen.’’)

Prospects for the coming season in this Province (Welling-
ton) are distinctly good. There was a heavier flow of honey
last autumn than has been the ease for a good few years past.
Consequently stocks are opening up better in every way, and

even should we get bad weather m October and November

(such has been the case since 1911), bees will still have ample
stores to carry on.

Prices for next season’s crop are also promising. Tempting
offers have already been mace by Wellington houses, as much

as 7d. Ib. bulk honey being mentioned. But my advice is,
“Stick to your own Company.’’

We know (or we think we know) that fonl-brood does

not attack adult bees. At what stage im the development of

the young bee in the cell needs to be reached before the bee
is immune from the disease? I’ll venture on six days, but it is

only a guess.

Did anybody say ‘‘Seum’’ at Conference? I never heard
it—no, not once!

Talking of wedges (page 443), I have given up using
wedges. All my frames I make up now have only one groove.
A little hot wax is run down both sides to hold foundation.

Evidently we have not yet reached finality as to the best
treatment for foul-brood. Personally, I am going to stick to the

McEvoy plan till I find something better, and, mind you, there
is plenty of room for improvement in the McEvoy plan. J am

looking forward to seeing a description of the Dudley tube

and its use by Mr. Cotterell.

IT think more discrimination should be shown by the De-

partment in appointing local inspectors. The scheme is a good
one, but ib will be spoilt unless fully qualified men with exten-

sive experience are appointed. One gentleman I know who

now has power to inspect has only been at the game two or

possibly three seasons. He is a very good fellow, keen and

enthusiastic about bees, but keenness and enthusiasm

take the place of knowledge and experience.
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Correspondence.
(vo THD WDITOR.)

Journal Mr, W. Brown, Junr. says :
“T Jmow a few ways of making whitewash. that willstand all

ses >

Wor one, I would be glad to hear what some of

Sineadare. We havejust made half-a-dozem or areshives
out of benzine eases, and: whitewashed) them wit e a ureof
beef-dripping, rock lime and water, anc it appearsMD,e an

absolute failure so far as standing the weather is concerned,
I am pleased to see you are trying to get a contributorof

articles, more particularly 1” the form of instructions to be-
We need your help more than the experts. T will

Sir,—On page 468 of the

inners.
p

| ae

fallin with Mr. F, C. Baines’ suggestion (page 467), and sign
in.

full.—I am, ete.,ae
DAVID CAMPBELL.

Waiuku, September 29.

(TO THD WDITOR.)

South Pacific Ocean.

Sir—At time of writing I am very close over the very

much vibrating screw of a transport on its way to join in the

European War. Please continue sending the Journal to me,

Mr. D. McCulloch, Springdale, but e/o Mr. A. Frost, Havelock

North. Hawke’s Bay, who is looking after my place whilst I’m

away. I paid the subscription at last Conference to

June 30th, 1916. I intend to enclose 3/6 for next year’s stb-

scription if I can get hold of a postal note. I believe Mr. F. A.

Jacobsen, instructor and inspector, is going to enlist, if he has

not already done so.

Tel-el-Kebir, Egypt, 21/7/16.
I am now at the above camp, and have been here for a

month, and do not know how long we remain or where we go.
The weather is very hot and dry.

Enclosed please find P.O. money-order for 13/6—8/6 for

the Journal and 10/- for the apiary registration for next 12
months (50 colonies).—I am, ete.,

;

No. 13072.
Pte. D. McCulloch, ‘‘H’’ Company, 12th Reinforce-

ments, ¢/o G.P.O,. Wellington.

(LO THD DDITOR.)

_

Sir,—Mr. Clayton is getting a Jot of criticism im regard to
his foul-brood cure. I treated two colonies last November for
foul-brood according to his carbolic method, with the feeder of

syrup unmedicated, and I, like the others, did not see the bees
quitting the frames, but gorging themselves for all they were

worth; and I had to brush them off, as they were very thiek on
the combs,and did not take any notice of the brush dipped in

thecarbolic, I had other colonies to treat, but IT was sceptical,
anddid not proceed any further with the method, Both colonies

aoe? haar AahaXewatched them closely, Both are
A et

(

pals or the foundation—which? T think

ap thee ho Dsnoe pees might just as well have heen shaken,
5 minutes, time enough to get a load of the
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infected honey. The working out of the foundation and the

consumption,of the honey before it is possible to store any of it
is the eure.

} have a few more to treat, and as soon as the weather is

warm. and a little honey coming IL will try it again with un-

nea syrup, as [ have no faith in the medicated syrup.—
am, ete.,

:

Waikumete. HOPKIN THOMAS.

(TO Tok BDITOR.)

Sir,—Let me endorse what Mr. F. C. Baines says as regards

_

the beekeeper running under those different ‘“‘cusses.’’ and

“*Critie’’ included. What would we think of Dr. Miller’s, Doo-

hittle’s, Holterman’s or Foster’s writings if they had to run

under a nom de plume? Perhaps it might interest ‘‘Critic’’ to

know that the heavy rainfall is not against the beekeepers
getting good crops in this locality. In Central Taranaki, with

a rainfall of 75 to over 100 inches, the seasons are more reliable

and better crops are obtained than in the south, with a rainfall

of 45 inches or so.

The foul-brood situation was just the same here two years

ago as that described by the Collingwood correspondent and

by W. Brown of Cheviot. With the local mspector’s help most

of it has been cleaned up. But just six miles north of here,
where there has been ‘‘Government inspection,’’ there are all

kinds of foul-brood. It is a wonder the beekeepers have not

wakened up and found out the ‘‘Government inspection
system’’ has falleni rather flat. and they have to depend on them-

selves for cleaning up the disease.

Re treatment of foul-brood, Mr. Cottrell claims to get it

cleaned up by the bees without destroying combs. I think his

‘bees just cleaned: up a bad case of sac brood, as the American

is repulsive to the bees. and they won’t touch it. Last year
I had a hive with nearly a quarter of the brood diseased. It

was very like the American, but it wouldm’t string out. I re-

queened the hive, and let it go to the spring, and the other day
when I looked at it there wasn’t one cell diseased. Perhaps it

was this same kind of foul-brood Mr. Cottrell tried his bees out

on.

Here’s my method for treating, which I claim is the

quickest, safest and best. Clip the queen’s wings so that she

cannot abscond, then whem the bees have stopped flyimg in

the evening, shake them off the frames, and let them hang om

the roof for five days. Then have a clean hive and frames with

full sheets of foundation, and on the fifth day shake the bees

into it. If no honey is coming in they will need to be fed.

With only one or two hives diseased, it would be best to burn

the combs, but with a lot it might pay to melt up the combs

for the wax. By this method of treating I haven’t had one hive

get disease again unless from outside.

This spring is a little late, but at one of my yards of forty
colonies it does not appear so. All the hives were wintered in

two-storey twelve-frame hives, and on the 20th September
several had nine and ten frames of brood with eggs and larvae

im queen cells. What do you think of that?—I am, &e.,

Castle street, Eltham. T J. MANNIX,
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THE USE OF HONEY IN COOKING.

Wo have received through the courtesy of Messrs. J. Llott,
Ltd., Wellington, a copy of the Airline Honey Book. This
booklet, which consists of some 64 nicely printed pages, is

crammed full of interesting and useful information, together
with a quantity of poetical quotations dealing with honey in

all forms, and we are taking the liberty of quoting from it —

“A Qreek philosopher, charmed with the fragrance and

flavour of honey, declared 1t to be dew distilled from the stars

and the rainbow. While seieuce has laid aside Aristotle’s faney
it has shown the real nature of honey to he not less dainty and)
tempting. As everybody knows, honey is the nectar of flowers
modified and evaporated by honey bees,

“Until years comparatively recent the belief was general
that the bees store the floral Juices unchanged in the honey-
comb. Now we know that the honey we spread on hot brealk-
fast, biscuits is quite different in many ways from the droplets

in pasture flowers. Changes chemical and physieal have taker
place.

“The raw nectar ini the blossom is little more than sweet-

ness and water, plus the essential oils that give each flower its

characteristic perfume. Within the hive, the bees transform its

chemical structure, producing a substance of nearly equal parts
of grape-sugar and fruit-sugar. By the fanning of their wings
and the temperature of the hive’s interior, they evaporate the

water content down to only 20 per cent., as compared with the

76 per cent. present in nectar of the honeysuckle.
‘““Chemically considered, honey is a concentrated solution

of invert sugar (dextrose and levulose in nearly equal propor-

tions), with traces of dextrine and other substances. Some

of these are pollen, ethereal oil, various phosphates, lime, and

iron. Most of the elements to be found in the human body are

present in small proportions.
“‘Tt is to these substances, the essences of floral fragrance,

that the aroma and flavour of airline honey are due. Somehow,
the taste of honey seems to penetrate deeper than does any

other sweet. It possesses a mild piquancy which nothing else

in all the world can give. Airline honey has more than the

flat sweetness of sugar. It holds the sunshine from gardens
and meadows, the native sweetness of tranquil rains and soils.

The refreshing taste of honey is the stand ard whieh the maker

of syrups has vainly tried to reach.
;

‘Consider the toils of Nature im bringing to you one single
comb or jar of airline honey. In the case-of the white clover,
one authority estimates that a bee would have to make 2,500,000
visits to secure one pound of honey. ‘These myriads of commngs
and goings are only a part of the aggregate labour of the hive,

Honey, the loveliest of all sweets, ranks as one of our most
wholesome foods. It comes in the class of fuel-producing foods

like sugar, which furnish energy to the system rather than fat

and bone. Second only to dates im energy value, honey rants
far above steak, fish, potatoes or bread jn this respect,

“A constituent of minor importance in honey is lime.
Unless care is taken in the gelection of foods, this important
factorim bone-building may he neglected.

‘The praises of honey, both as a sweetmeat and as a food,
have been celebrated from the beginning of literature, We see
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occupyingaplaceatthe daily tables of the Gres, Ze
r, rul

gods and men, was fed as an infant on honeyand milk, indeed a, food for godg. Carved in the Kock few,
temples along the Nile is the hieroglyphic of the bee ‘theEgyptian symbol of royalty. Toney is the theme of some of
the richest passages in the old Vedic literature of India

Joshuaand his associates could report the fertility of Canaan
in no more forceful language than as ‘a land flowing with
milk and honey.’

*

‘“‘In English history and in Saxon and Norse legends. the
student reads of mead, the drink of high and low alike. The
brew was made from a mixture of honey and water. In Scandi-
navian epics the heroes who fall in battle drink from horns
of mead in Valhalla.

“Throughout the Middle Ages honey was practically the

only sweet to be had. Sugar made from cane began commonly
to take its place when trade with the tropics developed in the
sixteenth century. At that time honey could not be produced
as cheaply as sugar. Now, with the vast improvements in bee-

keeping, the quantity available has been inereased, and the
/ . . a

price kept within the reach of everyone. As a consequence,

honey is rapidly regaming its former position as a staple food
in the home.”’

RECIPES.

Daffodil Meringue.
;

2 rounding tablespoons granulated tapioca, 1 pint boiling

water, 3 eggs, 4% cup honey, 2 tablespoons lemon juice, 1 table-

spoon butter, pinch salt.

Moisten the granulated tapioea with cold water, and stir it

into the boiling water. Salt lightly and cook until clear. Beat

the yolks of the eggs and beat in the honey with the lemon

juice and butter. Add this gradually to the tapioca and cook

over hot water until it thiekens—about 20 minutes. Pour into a

buttered dish, ‘adding a little candied lemon peel if desired.

Cover with a meringue made from the whites of the eggs beaten

with 3 tablespoons of honey, and bake to a delicate fawn colour.

Honey Rice Pudding.
Two-thirds cup rice, 4%cup honey, 1 egg, 144 eups milk,

Y%eup raisins, pinch salt, pinch cinnamon.
Clean and boil the rice im salted water (makes 2 cups

boiled). Mix all the ingredients in the order given, except the

cinnamon. Put into a buttered baking dish, sprinkle with the

spice, and bake in a moderate oven until thick and brown. Serve

cold,

Honey Rice Pudding.
3 eups milk, “%eup rice, + tablespoons honey, 4 teaspoon

salt, 1 tablespoor finely chopped lemon peel.
Carefully wash the rice, stir it into the milk im a deep

bakine dish aud add the other ingredients. Bake ‘u a moderate

oven 2 hows. &tir frequently during the first hour and a-half

of baking, Serve cold with milk or cream.

Bread Pudding.
:

Six slices stale bread, 14 cup raisins, 4 teaspoon cimnamon,
2 eggs, 244 to 3 cups milk or more, depending on size of slices,
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oney, 4.2 . teaspoon salt.
» “prea very slightly, and e

the slices oF bie oa ikeia staan:

ther them and spread them over the mineOn)Butt oe Sori
¢

d baking dis”. Sprinkle with a few raising

3 tablespoons
|

Toast

g small squares.
q ell-grease :

nas

of aw — with cinnamon. I ut in another layer

Ast lightly wil aout
. yer of bre

caiginsand cinnamon,
and ¢

Vie
1, until all the bread js

aa Makea custard of the ‘hky,honey, salt and eggs seal
8

4 ,
4

: :

. b

to a boiling pomt mma double stn rand stir in the eggs, g] ightie
r

reT The Wc
*

Srey r

peaten. Pour the custard over the bread and bake ina moderat,
4

a

8

-on for 14 hour. ‘

oven for 72 Steamed Pudding,

Two eggs, 2-3 CUP hor 1 cup sweet milk, 1 eup cho

raisins, ¥ teaspoon salt, 2 teaspoon soda, 1% fenenbantLet

namon, %4 teaspoon, cloves,bl teaspoonallspice, 2 heaping tea.
spoons baking powder, 2 tablespoons ground chocolate Stine
flour, or more.

i Ips

Mix thoroughly; add more flour if needed. Pour
j

n, cover with greased paper, anid steam 3 hours aS
rve with hard sauce.

» turn

Raisin Bread,

1 quart milk, 1 tablespoon butter, 2 eggs, 1 cup h

1 tablespoow salt, 1 yeast cake, Y%eup water, 2 lbs. g ‘dle
ous

> a
AVS. & Ace

raisins, 4 teaspoon soda, about 34% quarts flour.
cee

Seald the milk and partially cool. Add butter, and wh

lukewarm stir in eggs well beaten, honey, yeast cakedis‘i
ed

in 14 cup warm water, and flour to make soft batter ‘abowe1
quarts, measured before sifting. In th ae

: ft
: :

e evening add soda dis-
solved in a little warm water, salt, raisins, and flour h

to make dough, about 214 quarts. Cover,and let eatae
|

:
Rae

, er

night. In the morning divide into 4 loaves, sprinkle with
cinnamon, and let rise until hght. Bake 1 hour.

greased ti

out and se

SHALL WE BURN OR BOIL OUR FOUL-BROOD COMBS,

FRAMES AND HIVES? .

By J .C. HOBBS.

eee ee eatly exercised in my mind lately because I

burying syee
eh in recentyearsadvocating the burning or

knowingthat m
ai

on frames of hives containing foul-brood,

In a a ee thisis needlessloss and waste.

said if he founda of Gleanings, an American inspector

ordered it to be } 7.
hive containing one eell of foul-brood he

conditionswhetpurned, There are nio doubt cireumstances
and

ing the hivesne,an inspector would be quite justified in orcer-

satisfiedthereandall to the flames; but all the same [ am

rames, and alaemuchunnecessary waste of good hives and
experiencetheirsof valuable wax. During twenty-five years

old box hives4hie disease [ have never burned anythingane
valuable Wades had the combs cut out, These ma fe
I cut that cell

ng forboilers, If I finid a hive with one cel
;

the cell with | oe with a pen-knife, taking care not to touch

cells,Tae nee e, but keeping well into the six surrounding
1S marked ah ee out is burned in the smoker, The hive
Season, and if

1e “suspected”? mark and watchedfor a

NO more foul-brood appears, tt 18 considered
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cured;if more foul-brood cells
ee

I do a good deal of unitin;
é

only treat strong ones,

proou. ed
I pile them up in my

up with lids or something, 55

that +
, andcover th

they could not get at thes
that if bees happened to'aetin

I never cut combs out of fp
reat waste of time, and bring

OO ons 1 used to; it i
gl 425 rings one in too el

Fe

disease.Avoidingag much os Caaethl et
ose contact to the

prood is desirable. It nearly oveey i a touching of foul-

fatesWald of & pieceof foul toed pe rewe to see anyone

ing my hands with carbolic acid, but pr aigiven up burn-

that is guaranteed to destro
a

Catactentcap
o i

Y even cholera germs, et j

and boiling hives, frames and combs I have found heen

aauitectart.
ave found to be a perfect

My boiling-down plant consi st: ilers

square 200-gallontank with top ondoffSie ee2Hrani :

gides, which reduces it to about 180 callonsThPate a
ae AliceEniecaeael oh

:

. e other is a

circular e el vessel with a conical bottom that had b
used in a cheese or butter factory for something. Th

> bath

have straight taps in) them, and these are very

a ey both

e Th
;

é

ry useful in many

ays. These are set on bricks, with the taps projecting
the bricks to protect them from the fire. For th

hee Bae

J have a cover made by opening a sack Hecate 7ma fine
two battens on the sides so it will stay on.

or eR a

The boiler is filled about one
1

:

a e-quarter with

brought to the boil. Four supers of combs are Wiedeeea,
with the tops down; the boiler is now covered up with the
sack and left for a few minutes; no need to push them under

as the steam soon melts the combs out of the frames The
cover is then thrown over with a pitch fork, asDp ork, as the steam would

scald hands and face. The combs are then pitched out into

:.
shallow tank standingon a platform barrow. The boiler is

en

nee up again with four more supers of combs and

cago hs
The combs on the barrow having cooled somewhat

y this time are placed in two racks, which hold about thirty

frames each in two rows side by side. This is done to avoid

twistingthe frames and to get more into the boiler. That is

nesmall circular boiler which I have handy, and nearly full

of boiling water. The frames in the rack are kept under water

by a super or two being placed om top. After boiling a few

minutes the supers are lifted off and the frames soused two

or three times, lifted out of the water, held over the boiler

groovesend down so wax and water can drain. They are them

dumpedon to the other platform barrow. The boiler is kept boil-

ini furiously,and the wax which collects at one side is skimmed

off; this is essential, as it avoids having a lot of wax adhering
to frames. The next rack of frames is put into the boiler and

weighted down. The clean frames, which have now cooled
somewhat, are put in clean supers and piled up on their sides

to dry. Sheets of corrugated iron are placed under them; the

tops of the frames are placed inwards so they eannot slip out

or the sum warp the top bats. When up a convenientheight,
another sheet. of iron is placed on top and weighted to keep off

rain. When a number of supers have collected that have con-

tained foul-brood combs, I boil them two at a time for a few
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minutes. These are put in criss-cross piles to dry, which they

do. pa,

seenTheslum-gum is generally pressed next day. If it is

covered up and the fire banked, it is soon brought to the boil

next morning.
For those that have only a dozen or two combs to treat, I

would advise the following:—Procure a big second-hand fae-

tory milk-can, Set it on bricks, put a bucket or two of water

in it, cover it up, bring it to the boil; pop your combs into it,
and re-cover it. I would make a rack to keep the frames out

of the water and slum-gum. I do not think it would be

necessary to give them a second boiling, for most likely all the

wax would run off through the action of the steam. If all’s

well I am going to give it a trial in a few days, and will report
results.

The two racks are made as follows:—Procure two picees
of 2 x 2 inch timber 18 inches long; also eight 5¢-inch by 11%
or 2-inch pieces about 30 inches long. Nail these two inches

or more from the ends at the sides of the 2 x 2 pieces in pairs
opposite each other, just as though you were making a pair of

trestles; only the legs are not strutted, but kept parellel about

two inches apart. These are braced near the top with light
strips such as thin top bars. The frames are placed in back

to back until they contain the required number.
While boiling the frames I keep buckets of water near

the fire. This protects my feet from fire, and also supplies
hot water to fill up boiler.

I am going to try to do away with boiling the. frames,
just steam them if it will answer . If the wax does not run off

satisfactorily, I shall continue boiling them.

Comments on Passing Bee Events.
By CRITIC.

Opening page, September Number.—Bees are among the

very few animals that lay up large stores of food for future

generations of their kind, and apparently vastly more than is

actually needed; but to argue that they or any other animals
work more for the sake of working than for gathering food I

cannotbelieve, There are two reasons to account for their
industrious activity and the storage of large quantities of food.
First, in a state of nature they throw off large numbers of
swarms to form new coloniey, and seeing that each individual

worker bee carries with it about four days’ provisions to pro-
vide it with food while building comb, by the time the prime
swarm withone or perhaps two after swarms have issued, the

stored food has greatly diminished. Secondly, the hive bee

(Apis millifica), unlike the humble bee (Bombus) and other
bees, is a member of a continuous colony or family, and to exist
must lay up a store of food while it can to serve it during the
off and bad honey seasons ; so that the industrious nature of the
bee

i
a

matterof instinet in its own preservation,
Biot tt theeheomerit®.annot,I think,be room for doubt

ciackad ‘soe Caan tetaaoxdedby eminent men that both
Nat is, those that have emerged and
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others about to emerge from their cells—doPipe. The piping
of the queen at large can be distinguished by its clear articula-
tion in contradistinction to that of the young queen still in its
cell, which has a muffled sound. There is ample evidence to
prove that the wings are not needed to make the ‘Deep,peepPe

as when these have been cut off the piping sound hag been
made, It was Cheshire’s opimion that the sound is produced
by or the effect of stridulation, The chitine or horn-like
character of the segments of the abdomen were, he considered
after examination, similar to the stridulating organs in other

creatures, which, by a rasping movement, are capable of making
the sound. I don’t know how to take the following sentence
from Mr. Barker’s communication, whether it is intended as a

tribute to the gentleman’s knowledge and experience or a

friendly twit: ‘‘Come on, friend Jacobsen; you ought to know

something about quacking.”’ :

Mr. Barker’s ‘‘P.S.’’—I think our friend will have few

advanced beekeepers agree with his views re too much atten-

tion having been paid to queen-rearing alone, which, taken with

the further suggestion that we have been doing wrong by
eliminating drones (mark, no discrimination is made as to

undesirable drones) from our apiaries, logically means going
back to the go-as-you-please system before we made an effort
to improve our bees by select breeding. Granted that we

haven’t the same control over mating of our queens that the

cattle breeder has over his stock, but we ean by breeding
plenty of drones in our best colonies and keeping down un-

desirable ones do a good deal toward reducing the difficulties
and by continued eulling each season gain our point—the im-

provement of our bees, and so secure that ‘‘extra pound of

honey.’’ This is not speculation, but a proven fact.

I am rather surprised that my friend should, as an evoln-

tionist, have overlooked the mistake of saying ‘‘we often may
assist Nature,’’ ete. Now, Mr. Barker is well aware that
Nature requires no assistance. She, to use a Scottish phrase,
can ‘‘gang her ain gait.’’ It is ourselves we assist in deviating
from the direct course of Nature. When we deviate from

Nature’s scheme we are fighting her, not assisting her; she is

always ready to cireumyent our puny endeavours. and does

do so the moment we relax our vigilanee. As an illustration,

we may take the original, or what we would eall the un-

improved type of any of our domestic animals. Now, let us

take, say, a two-foot rule to represent the genealogical tree;

at the mark of the first inch we have the position of the un-

Improved or natural animal, and the point where man com-
mences improvement according to his idea by select mating.
He hasset himself a goal for which he aims, be it greater beef-

producing qualities as in oxen, or egg-producing in poultry.
© may assume that in 100 years the change artificially brought

about during that time from the original animal has taken it

along the tree to the six-inch mark. In the same time the

changein the relations of the original animal that have re-

mained in a state of nature is scarcely noticeable. Now rusethe control of mating, and hand over to Nature a maleangfemale of the ‘‘improved’’ type. Nature at once au
a

force ond brings the offsprings rapidly back to a level with

originals,
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Someone not interested in evolution may ask, ‘‘What has

all this to do with beekeeping?’’ My reply is ‘‘Very much.’’

I have shown that it is possible to improve our bees by select
breeding, and that when once an effort has been made in this

direction it must be followed up each season to reap the reward

that is to be gained for our labours. To W. E. Barker, here’s

**Critic’s’’ hand: Shake!

Page 464.—The average of 28 lbs. of honey per colony per
season may seem a very low one for the whole of New Zealand;
but when we compare these figures with the same in some other

countries they seem high. For instanee, in the ‘‘Status of

Agriculture in the United States,’’ which I have before me,

the average production of honey per colony for 4,109,626 colonies
is given as 14 9-10 lbs. per colony.

‘Sulphur fumes being heavier than the atmosphere, the

burning sulphur should always be above the combs. If no eomb

room is available, stack the combs in bodies one over the other,
the combs one inch apart, an empty super on top, and the

burning sulphur in an iron vessel on this set on a bit of asbestos.

Have everything ready, put on the sulphur, and cover and clear

out.

Pages 465-6—I thought every beekeeper excepting those

in Britain had) given up the idea of drugs curing foul-brood.
The Sproule-Cheshire, absolute phenol (pure carbolic acid)
remedy regarding administrations, ranged from 1 in 400 to

1 in 750 of phenol in syrup for food. This and other drug
remedies were tried all over the world, and although a few

have reported success, the vast majority failed; and the failures
have been so universal that such remedies have been given up

everywhere except in conservative Britain.

Page 471.—I have had so many cases of cures of rheumatism

by stings brought under my notice that I am a firm believer

in the remedy. Whether every case can be cured is open to

question. Do any of your readers know of cures?

A CASE UNDER THE APIARIESACT.

Bowman v. McKay.—This was an information under The

Apiaries Act, 1908, laid! by the Inspector of Apiaries for refus-
ing to allow the inspector to examine his apiary at Kaituna.
After evidence had been taken, it was disclosed that the prose-

cution had arisen under a misunderstanding, and the informa-
tion was dismissed.

At the Conference Mr. McKay made no secret of the fact
that he was the writer of the paper being a satirical exitieism
of the inspector’s work in the Golden Bay District, Immediately
on the publicationof this artiele in our August issue the in-
spector visited the district, and within a few days of his arrival
issued a summons against Mr, McKay for obstrneting the in-
spectorin the execution of hig duty. Now, it must; be borne
in

rh
that to obstructan inspector is a very serious matter.
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SWARM CONTROL AND INCREASED cp OPS.
Before another issue of the NZ

Beeke a

rinted the swarming season willAyegreekeenersJournal.is

that the colony th ’ again. Dr. Miller
tells us y that doesn’t swarm is the one

crop. Stands to re Me  N

ue one for the
bumper Pp ° Teason it is. Now, it ig a cussed,
nuisance going through colonies eutting queen cells and it
geems to me that once a colony of bees have made up their
minds, a8 it were, to swarm, swarm they will in spite of you
ynless you manipulate the colony im such a way as will satisty
their natural inclination. I don’t suppose there are two bee-
men in New Zealand who run or work their bees exactly alike,
Personally, I have never seen anyone working a bee yard in
my life. If I had to begin over again, without knowing a bee
from a bot-fly, I would put in at least one whole season with
some first-class bee-master for nothing, and would consider

myself well paid.
I may here state that criticism doesn’t hurt me, not a small

bit; I am toe old in the horn now to imagine that I am right
im everything, more especially with bees.

If by outlining any method of work that will increase the

crop, the bee-men of this Dominion are welcome to it through
this Journal. I stated last spring that in a district. where

native bush abounds the flow of dark rank.honey is bound to

be plentiful, also that it may be turned to profitable account

by increasing the breetling capabilities of every colony, whereby
instead of having combs blocked with manuka, flax or other

low-grade honey, two-thirds of same may be turned into brood

by dividing the colony,
I suppose that some of the older hands will have noticed

that when the main clover flow is on, some days when the

temperature and other conditions are just right, that there

is a very heavy flow. With a colony at double strength and on

the meridian of its prosperity, it will gather some honey on

such a day or days. In a short honey flow it simply means

success or failure.
I have been asked a few questions regarding this dividing.

Some are as follows:—
1. Suppose the hive swarms, says Bill Snooker—Well,

suppose it does, fathead. Catch the swarm if you can, run it

back into the colony it came from if you know it, snare the

virgin at the head of the swarm. Lf you don’t know the colony
it came from, run them on to a new hive. You've missed a

cell somewhere most probably in cutting out.

__

2. How about getting a double set of bottoms and covers?
Tf by dividing I can increase my clover crop 30, 40 or 50 pen
cent., it certainly will pay to divide. Bottom cost 2/-; cover 2/6;
total, 4/6. By dividing I inerease my clover crop 40 lbs., which

at 4d. per lb. (without recourse) equals 13/4. By investing4/6
your net gain is nearly nine shillings, which surely 1s 20 invest-

ment worth while. N.B—You have still got the bottom board

and cover,

3. Why don’t vou put a laying queen into the parentcolony
When you divide?—In the first place T can’t raise first-class

queens and have them mated before I divide. If I could,t
haven’t the time to mess about with about 130 neucleus colonies,

I find the bees in parent colony will loaf until the young queen
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is mated and the colony back to a normal condition, which

is just what I am working for. To make myself clearer,T want

the force in the parent colony to conserve their energies as

much as possible for clover, and not to expend it gathering a

lot of rubbish.

4. There is a ring of dark honey next the frame in the

combs that you put into the third super. What do you do

with it when you are extracting?—Don’t uncap it; uncap

nothing but clover.

5. You needn’t take the slightest darned notice of this

article unless you like. Dividing is not compulsory. Fight on.

R. H. NELSON.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

The following subscriptions have been received during the

month :—

Messrs. F. Burnley, A. A. Butt, H. Benton, J. Carroll, J. 8.
Cotterell, A. Cobham, Wm. Copsey, J. M. Graham, J. C. Gibb,
T. Gillies, W. Heald, — Hicks, Chas. F. Horn, J. James, A.

Ireland, H. C. Jones, R. E. Keown, T. D. Kelly, C. W. Muir,
J. Mail, D. McCulloch, R. H. Nelson, R. W. Paris, R. S. Suther-
land, F. Saunders, H. Strombone, A. Thomson, Hopkin Thomas,

— Ongley.

WANTED.

Good Clean Beeswax
IN ANNEQUANTITY.

. f s

CASH OR EXOHANGEHighest Prices given. SEM DETTES:

Let us know how much you have.

oO

The last steamer from New York brought a shipment of

EXTRACTORS and SUNDRIES.

The EXTRACTORS are the VERY LATEST MODELS and

are beauties. 2, 4, 6, and 8 Frame Sizes in Stock. Let us quote
for your requirements,

WRITE FOR NEW PRICE LIST—JUST PUBLISHED.

ALLIANCE BOX CO., Ltd.

Castle Street - Dunedin.
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From Root’s Famous Long Tongued =

Red Clover Strain.

THESE ARE THE BEES THAT FILL

THE SUPERS AND THE POCKETS.

SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.
Ps 2.

PRICES.{ Untested
~ 1O/- 1S)/-

withorder. | Kested -~ * 20)- ee)

M. SHEPHERD,
10 WILMER STREET . 5

- CHRISTCHURCH,

The W.F.GA., Ltd..
LAMBTON QUAY,

WELLINGTON.

(By appointment Suppliers to His Excellency the Governor.)

We are Agents for this Distriet for The ALLIANCE BOX

CO., and carry Large Stocks of all BEE REQUISITES.
All orders receive promp! attention.

Do you know that our naine is synonymous with the best of

everything as suppliers of bool Stuffs.

DEPARTMENTS :

Grocery, Wines and Spirits, Crockery and Hardware.

THE WAIRARAPAFARMERS’ASSOCIATION,LTD.,
Lambton Quay,Wellington.

W. A. DAWSON, PLRTROSE.
PRICE LIST OF UEENS. | 2 5

Untested . ds. os. Is. 20s.

Tested ; 10s. iSs. 25s. i2s.

Seleot Tested 4 lis. 26s.

COLONIES OF BEES (without Queens).

2 Franae (Nucleus Colony) Fr - Each—l0s.

Bein ” ” ws boos 12/6,
4

» ” ” ny rm mar a 15s.

Full Colony on 10 Frames ... £1 12s.

To the above prices must be added the pricw of the Queen required.

BEES Freee trqm Disedse, anid bred from good stock. .

talon to ensure safe transit, but no responsibilitytaken with the colonies. T will,

however replace a dead queen, from the mail, if the box is returned intact.

TunMs—CAsH WITH ORDER, W. A, DAWSON, Forrrose, SOUTHLAND,

‘
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SEASON 1916-17,

Price List of ITALIAN QUEENS.
cs 3 4 5

Untested .. : 6. 9/6 14/-.° 18/-22/-
Select Untested—1,ie extraper Queen.
Testud “3. RG he 10/5 1872 25/-  38/-'| 40/-
Select Tested. .- .. 12/6 22/6
Breeders .... ve, 20/-

All Queens guaranteed free from Foul-brood, Bee Paralysis,
and all other diseases, and bred from Pure Stock, which have

been selected for hardiness, disease-resisting, good- working,and

non-swarming qualities.
Ninety-eight per. cent. of Untested Queens guaranteed

purely mated.

THRMS: Nett cash with order, Cheques to have exchange
added.

P.O, Order Office. Tapanui,
Tested Queens for delivery from October Ist; Untestedfrom

about November 20th to first weekin April, 1917.
Postal Address:

R. STEWART, “200Kst0":
— JUST PUBLISHED!

Money in Bees
In Australasia.

By TARLTONRAYMENT.
This important work is the first authoritative and

practical treatise yet issued on the profitable management
of Bees in Australasia.. It will prove invaluable ‘to every
progressive Beekeeper. It contains 100. Tlustrations and:
Diagrams and 286 pages of most’ interesting matter,
including a special section on the nectariferous value of the

indigenous flora.

“It is extremely practical from beginning to end,”’—
The Editor,

‘‘

Australasian Beekeeper.’
Bound in Cloth. PRICE—7/6

Whitcombe & Tombs, Ltd.
Dunedin,'Christchurch,Wellington, & Auckland

Printed and Published by Stone, By& ¢ Lld., Dunedin, for the N, 2, Boo
1Asssovliition,ele lth, LLU, keeparg


