Registered at G.P.0., Wellington, for transmission by post as a Newspaper.

The New Zealand
Beekeepers’
Journal.

JANUARY Ist, 1918.

ISSUED MONTHLY
FOR
THE NATIONAL BEE-KEEPERS'
ASSOCIATION OF N.Z.

=

Per Annun: 5/- IN ApvaNCE.

STONE, SON & Ca., LTD, PRINTERS, DUNEDDL




N7, BEBKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. [Jan. 1, 1918

o/ [TALIAN QUEENS

s Famous Long Tongued =
od Clover Strain.
ARE THE BEES THAT FILL
}'I:ESSEUPERS AND THE POCKETS.
SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

1. 2
| Untested = 10/ 1§
| Tested - B 2O =25/~

M. SHEPHERD,

10 WILMER STREET 2 ks CHRISTCHURCH,

T0 BEEKEEPERS.

Study your own interest and communicate with
us. We make a Bee Hive unsurpassed for excel-
Jence in Design, Material'and Workmanship.
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PRICES.

‘ash
with order.

We supply in the flat, painted and made up, or
will supply the timber dressed ready to cut to lengths.
We rail to any part of the North Island.

PRIGE LISTS ON APPLICATION.

Hawera Sash & Door Factory,

QUIN BROS., PROPRIETORS,
BOX s5 - HAWERA.

NICHOLAS® =k

i We are now very busy making up Foundation Comb, and
X vise all who require their Wax made up to forward at once.
ut 58%1;;;1?& and address on each package.
et guarant i i from
%7 Boo diseases,gu eed of superior quality, and free fro
PRICE, 8d. per 1b., medium brood.

KOTE ADDRESS:

4 Caledonia St., Hawera.
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EDITORIAL, we shall wait with greater interest than
A HAPPY & PROSPEROU; VEW YEAR|ever before our Grade Note, as on that
oU ALL. depends whether we are o get this splen

Just as we were going to press the fol-
lowing eable wus received from the Bristol

and Dominions Producers’ Association:—
‘Pay out vinepenee First Grade when
shipped.”’

The Journal is now in its fourth year
Forty-two issucs have heen published, and
all in Vol. T. We believe our Journal has
come to stay; therefore, although late, we
are starting Vol. IT. with this issue, and
will make the volumes to consist of twelve
issues from Jaunary fo December.

Wo ure also altering
type, using a_sma

the

of
we

the
find

sizo

Wa can get 10 pm more mmw
matter in 16 pages ¢ size t

20 pages of the old M‘ttmu for pmunnllv
the same cost. Therefore, althongh we

have gone back to the 16 pages, you have
about iwo pages mare reading matter than
in the previous 20 pages.

As wo shall all be extracting soon, and
sending our boney to the grading store,

did advance of 8d. per Ib., or a penmy ar
twopenca less, so that as il is o matter of
such financial importance to the beekeepers,
it would be fitting that we look into the
conditions gaverning the grading, and see
if they give the beekeeper all he is en
titled to. Let it be distinctly understood
that we recognise the compulsory grading
of honey for export has been of very great
assistance to the industry n have been
compelled to drop unsatisfactory and eare
loss metliods in exporting; our honey goes
out of the country in a uniform package

f a standard size, properly branded, and
a state that shows that some care has
beon taken with it.
The maximam number of points for
flavour is 40, which is the largest factor

in dociding in what grade the homey is
placed. Now, what is the dard of
flavour for any one particular class of
honey? because this is @ very important

point. Tf you take your standard for
flavour from a pure clover honey whon
grading medium or dark amber, you

Roios Yotpull theme miglih sutde thusy
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We helieve the conditions of allotfing
points for grading hones were taken from
Those governing the grading of butter and
cheese, but fhese two commoditics canno
e compared with honey for the following
Tensons. and cheesa are purely
mamufactored products, whereas honey i
aheolutely and unalterably n purely natural
one. Puf the two side by sido for grading,
and seo how unfair {o the beelkeeper they
show:—

BUTTER & CHERSE.

Plavour .. 40. Controlled by the maker
da

Colour .. 10.
Oondition 1. do

Grain 12. do
Aroma ¢ o

Troth 10. do

Packing .. 5. do

HONEY.

Flavoor. Controlled by bees only.

Oolonr do

Condition. Man can control partly.
rain do

Aroma. Bees only.

Troth. Man, partly.

Packing. Man.

So that with honey the present grading
Tules really handicap a man circum-
stauces right beyondd his control.

We consider there are too many issucs,
and it is impossible to do justice to the
beckeeper.  Allotting points for colour b
always appeared to us unneeessary. Our
honey is one of four, which is determined
by the bees. Are thero different degrees
of white? If it is not pure white, then
it is light amber, and if the difference is
s0 light, why not put it in the latter and
give it maximnm points! The Bditor's
grade note of twenty-nine cases of dark
amber showed 81 points out of 10 for
colour. Was it nof sufficiently dark, or ton
dark to gain tho maximum? Would
darker shade of darl or a lighter shade
of dark bo the perfection of dark, and
would these different degrees of dark in-
dicate that the honey was inferior or
superior?  We confrss wi
in the darlc ahout it. But the peint to
be noted is that tho loss of thoso 114
points might mean the placing of onr
honey in a lower grade, with the loss of
founcls in cash in “tho advance mado by
’]\]l‘{vﬂll’ipi . _ou an issuo that
o't aftect the quality of the honey at

o are very much
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Let us take tho grade noto of
twenty-nine cases ns an example, nof fon
eriticism of the grader’s work, but of fjn
systom of grading, It is always desirg|
to have an aetial ¢ to discuss. 7).
points allotted were:—Flavonr (40), 351,

thege

colonr  (10), 834; eondition (15)," 11’
srnin (12), 1016 aroma. (8), 75 frécdoy,
from scum (10), 9%; packing ’
total, 89 points. B grde. Grader's o,
ment: “A remarkably mild favour for g
dark honey.” Now, it soems to s

3 rth o comment likce |
and ‘yet lose 11 points indicates there fy
something with the system. Op

colour, grain, seum, and packing, wao loe
4% points, and_none of these affect tho
real issue at all, which is to determing
the quality or grade of hone:

grader has six issues besided’ the

and ono and a-hulf points off each of these
and your honey is soon ‘‘way down,'
Condition, frecdom from seum, and arona
could all casily be lumped together, be-
cause if the honey is in good conditing
it is free from seum, and has good aroma.
To grade the eases is absurd, We know
of a case where the loss of points on
packing put a supplier’s honoy in a lower
grade. The regulations indicate what cases
and fins are to be used, and if these aro
mot followed to a reasonable oxtent, then
the grader can refuse to allow them to
puss; but o put the package on the grade
note’ and allot points for it is quite un-
necessary.

Our suggestion is that instead of the
maximum points being 100, we malc it
20, and instead of seven issues, we make it
these being—Flavour, Condition,

We venture to assert that when
Major Norton opens a tin of honey for
sampling, lie goes very little beyond these
three issues. At Conferenee there are
always samples of honoy bronght down by
different men, and these are passed along
to sample. What happens in every case?
Ot comes the pocket knife and a sample
tasted, then up to the nose goes the jar;
then is beld at a distance to judge the
condition and appearance, and the decision
is given. Ts thero really any need to go
leyond this in grading for export?

The above remarks will indicale tbat
a lot of time and thought can be spent
on this malter of grading, and we want
cur readers to ook thoronghly into it, be-
cause it is going to bo a big question
for disenssion at the next Conference. The
President and Executive have disenssed it
by correspondence; bub it is too diffienlt
a matter fo be dealt with in that mannor,
and we believe Mr. Kirk will sked
to allow the four gradors to sif in com-
mittea with four experionced heelocpers,
that a more satisfactory system may bo
framed,

¥ M » *

Wo publish elsewhero a Tetter from Mr.

Hooper Teed on the matter of granting
certificates to those who prove themselvos
competent to grade honey for the locg!
marlet, and both Waikato and Canferhury
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Branches are considering buving the exa
minvrion of nspirants o the position on
s, e understand  the

grader for the district will be the judge,
fnd, this being so, we remember o litflo
incident where a grader’s grading wus
not nf all satisfactory, and wo hardly
the idea of his judging candidates.
now whether

like

examina
they aro leld at all, we con
they shoud. ho i a

proper and systemat
didates, to prove they

as well as a practical knowledgo of haney,
stould ho required to onswer a_few qucs
tions ou the subject, also be able to nse
the hydrometer for testing density
Samples of honey from difforent ports of
the Dominfon should be arranged for g
ing, mot only that from the district
which the examination is hald. Bnt s
fs generally conceded that tho present
system of allotting points is unentisfae
tory, we feel it would hd v 1o
these minor appointments stand over until
the whole grading question has been dis
cussed as indicated in the previous para-
graph.

-
n
it

Our_gift book to new subseribers is
A Year’s Work in an Out-Apiary,’”” by
G. M. Doolittle. There are a lot of

very
useful tips in this work, and it is uot
necessary to have an out-apiary Lo use
them, We are still waiting the name of
thnt new subseriber you were going fo
send.

We very much regret to have to insert
¢“Killed in action’’ against H MeCall,
also to add Alex. Maitland (mne.l in
action) on our Roll of Hononr. We desire
to express our deep sympatby to the
parents of these brave boys, who have
died fo enablo us to live ur quiet and

penceable life hore, and we recognise our
indebtedness to them
Wo reeeived the following letter,
was addressed to the Biitor private
ngton, Dee. 13,
Dear: Sir—Ws srdsretan you
interested in honey, and as we
particalarly desirons of sceuring sup-
plies for our English houscs, we take
this opportunity  of

whieh

addressing  you.
Our London office  cabled  fo-day
that they can sell first-grade honey

on tho market at cqual to 1014,
1hi; henos: I£ 'yol a6 Sper G SXpOrT
we are propared to attend to all ship
ments from this centre, aud we would
ke

vou au advanee fob. Home
steamer of 8d, per b, for first-grade
honey suitably packed for export.
Kindly ndviso,
Yowrs faithfully,
Whilst_the Editor is absolutely loyal to

the W.PAL the fact st not and will not
provent him from giving publivity to afers
of a similar nature to the nbove. The
knowledge thab a_rival firm s offering
more than they will give them an oppor
funity of proving to the shareholders that

loalty to them dges not mean Jess returns
in . Now, here
o boat. oaid., T¢'n ‘8o cau'soll oo Hhe:opan
market at a price that allows them to pay

Q. per Ib. fob. show us
can do by selling to the retailers, and let
the bcsl. man W\l

=

Just as we are going to press we learn
£ the
rvice—
latter
We

the
gentleman duo in camp on 2nd Aril

and that Mr. Kirk, of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, has heen asked to
appeal for extension of time, as meither
of the gentlemen intend doing so. We
think these gentlemen are absolutely in-
Qispensablo for grading this season’s crop,
and should e granted leave unfil the end
of Tune, when it will be pretty well all
in.  Grading is not & matter that can be
picked up m a we cunnot trust
{he worlc to_any new chum that may be
appointed. Would not the Chief Apiarist
vome i just now if we had bim!

an

There is s bt At ““something
is happening’’ with regard te another
grader, so matters in the grading line do
not look too rosy.

Beekeeping for Beginners.

MONTHLY INSTRUCTIONS.-TANUARY.
[As these Instrnctions conform Lo the seasons
intthe. Nuciland Dlstriets, an allowance mist
i Intitude North and
(reme

S othiand

three weeks lnter—Fd.]

PRESENT PROSPECTS.

The prospects for a pretty good scason
in the North here just now are very en-
conragiag. and from what I can gather the
sama applies to most of the Dominion,
Clover noetar is being storeil freely, and
the little rain lately, although nat ' very
much, freshened tho blossoms up wicely.

SWARMING.

My recent instructions on this matter
this month Do

: to keep swarming

down, for in such a season as this, when
breeding and storing is at.its best, it re-

quites every effort o prevent an atiack
swarming fever in January,
EXTRACTI
Reep the oxtractor going, and give
plenty of ventilation, Theso ate the two
principal factors to prevent swarming.
wore room in the shape of top boxes
it necossary. If, however, the extractor
is kept going, it is mot often thnt move
than twao top hoxes aro needed; have athers
on hand in case move are required.
YOUNG QUEENS.
Beginners should understand that colo-
nies with young queens at their bead are
loss inelined to sworm than others. On
this account some beekeepers in Ameriea




re-quecning every
1 think, howeyer, this is rnnymﬁ
requeening to _extremes, | for
Hithy queen is undaubtedly at her best
in her second senson. There is 0¢cHsiors
ally some misunderstanding as to W s
meant by the second season. Beginner
a %pt the following as the nsua

advocate and practise
an.

the.

o whero a queen was bred

Sappose
ot I e part of Octobor o early in
November year (1017), then her

b
cceand season would end in February, 1919,
When she should be superseded. [n tho
tase of one bred, say, in late January, 1915,
her second scason would close carly in
920,

12 COTEBOOK AND REGISTER.

No heginner who desires to make o suc
coss of his venture should try to get along
‘without keeping records of the doings of
cach colony, good, bad, or indifferent. IF
he does, the fime will come when he will
be in 6 complete fog, and will lose the
opportunity of improving his strain of

es. Salect queen-brecding must form
part of his work if he Jooks for success,
and unless be has pretty full notes scason
after season he will be unable fo select
his best for breeders A rongh mote-book
to carry ronnd with you, and a register
with, suy, an opemn, less for ca
colony to transfer the notes to as oppor-
tunity offers.

DISTASE.

Tt is rather difficult to detect. disease
its carly attack when honey is coming
freely. espocaally by begioners, Be alw
on the wateh for it, and treat as snon
found to prevent it spreading.

Keep down weeds and grass around the
vears) before a final sctttling. Never-
hives, and that the honey-house is
made bee-tight.

TEST YOUR HONEY.

Get into the habit of maling hydro-
metrical tests of each ot of honey hefore
tinning it, and keep samples in small glass
jors, with the date, temperature and
specific gravity pasted on each jar. Tler.
metieally seal the jars, and on no aceomt
open them.

in
in
as

BEES,

Comments on Passing Bee
Events,

By CRITIC,
Opening Page (1 Number)—
[These Commenta, be it umderstood,

Yo be nccepted in te Hght (haf +Crifie
be knows every(hiig abont hees,

emher

knows he does not, and neve n il

sty Intendea o Sl vy 1
o el i vame small iy {

evelopment of our Industry,) i

Bditorial—Do not get flu
over & bit of scorching; it in
of Diitorship to roce
hose who imagive they have been ghigh{of
tnd wnless you cun dovelop tho hida. of b
b oros and 8o bocome physieally Jnpen:
Tty e attacks, they will leave von

Mz, Editor,

he privilege
ontlaughts from

d,
t

SEPERS’ JOURNAL.
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e 3 and  Containers,—r
am certainly with you, Mr, Editor, over
the nse of fhese, and only in the extrame
case of the impossibility of obtaining new
confainers should the substitutes he fole-
rated. In tho hands of very careful men
thero might not be much danger of using
unclean tins, but such men are usually in
inority; hence the dunger.

Page Non-Foundation Frame.—|
renlly cannot grasp the idea that induced
Mr. Allardyce to go to the expense of
patenting an empty frame and naming it o
““non-foundation frame. What is the
meaning of it? And what, for goodness
sake, is the use of a frame without foun-
dation in modern boee eultore?  The only
useful feature T see about the frame is tho
spacing projections on the end bars, but
even these are inferior to the metal
spacers, Mr, Allardyce in his ndvortise-
ment says:— The main feature is the top
bar being bevelled on the underside, re-
quires no foundntion.”’ Tf this is {the
““main feature’’ upon wiheh he securcd
lotters patent, then I can assure him tho
patent is not worth the paper his rights (7)
are printed on. If he will turn to page 172
of the fourth edition of Langstroth’s
“‘Hive and Honey Bee,”’ published forty
years ago (1878), he will see the follow-
ing:—The great point to b gained is to
secure a single comb on cach frame, and
this is effected by the use of the triangular
[bevelled] comb-guides.’”” Such frames
were Jargely in nse somo 0 in
America, not as ‘‘non-foundation”’ frames,
but to stifien the top bars before the
thick bars came into use, and the edge
of the sheets of foundation was rolled on
the bevels to fasten them. What we want
is an assurance of all worker comb in the
frames, and that we canmot get wibhont
worleer foundation. T am afraid the illus-
tration of comb built in the frame does
naf enhanee the value of it.

Page 736—Mats.—Different men, dif-
ferent ideas. T would not like to attempt
to do without mats at any time, especially
in winter, oven with flat covers, with little
space between the cover and top of the
frames.  Evidently R.B.’s covers do mot
set down close, or he would not use mats
over a newly-hived swarm, Mals in winter
aro not only used to prevent tho dissip-
tion of heat, but those in general use are
of abeorbent matorial, and ahsorb mueh of
the moisture given off by the bees (which
is considerable), and helps to prevent
mouldy combs, T am afraid our friend’s
admission that he unintentionally over-
Tooked putting mats hives when
fixing them up for wintor rather roflocts
on_his powers of ohservation,

Mr. I B, objects to old propolised mats

(—Secon:
h

e | o
w| for smolcer fuel on nceount of the bees

objection to tho smell of hurning propolis.
Goad gracions! isn't fthat just what we
want—something the hees ‘vary strongly
object 109 Blse why uso smolko at nllf
ireetly the boes are alurmed by smolo
fthey begin to gorge themselves with honoy
and becomo compuratively quiot—the moro
pungent tho smoko is (he hofter, MTrue,

RS

comical things do sometimes npponr in tho
Tournala,
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Severnl Pages—Honey Export Business.
—I think the atmosphere atonnd this mat-
tor is much clearer than it was; we can
now breathe more freely, and possibly
sloop sounder. That it nocded clearing
there is no doubt, and as I remarked last
month the discussion will have resulted in
considerablo benofit to producers and ex-
porters. Tho returns for tho first shipment
from Auckland were most satisfactory,
only o trifie under 9%d. per Ib. for first
grade, with the prospects of bigger returns
in futore. It does, however, appear un-
conscionally long to wait in suspense (two
years) before o final settling. Never-
theless, who wouldu't be a_beekeeper jost
mow! No wonder Mr. Levy wants to
roturn to his old love!

744—Bxhibiting  Honey.—Mr.
Brickell condemns the suggestion of the
agricultural shows heing a good medium
for honey exhibits as an advertisement
T feel certain he would have few to support
Tis contention. Surely those who send in
dustrial exhibits to the winter shows year
after year find it profitable to do so, for
ono cannot understand their going to the
expense if it were otherwise. Then again,
look at the magnificent honey exhibits got
up annually in England, America, and Aus
tralia, They cannot all be wrong and only
Mr. Brickell right. Of course, as Mr.
Brickell says, advertising honey in any

form just now is not needed, but his argu- | vestiga

ment is on general principles, which, to
my mind, won't hold water.

Mr. Brickell says: ‘‘When prospectivo
purchasers go to purchase honey from a
near-by store they would find it in an
entirely different form to the display, if
they find it at all.’”’ This is labouring
the point; the object of an exhibit is to
draw attention to honey as a food in the
first place, and in the next to educate the
general public as to the conditions they
should look for in the different grades of
honey. As we now reckon upon the FLP.A.
brand sooner or lator holding most of our
local markets, an exhibit displaying, for
instance, that brand only, both retailers
and the general public would in time look
for no other, Mr. Brickell might enume-
rato some of the ‘‘scores of ways'’ he has
in mind that while considering oxpense
would save that ‘90 per cent. waste'' he
;pl’nka of by being that much more offec-

ive.

Pagoe 746—Orchard Act.—The writer on
this mafter draws attention to the com
parison T drew between registration under
the Orehiard Act and under the Apiari
Act. T am well awnre that the non-com-
mercial orchardist need only register once
in three yoars, but this provision applies to
all beekeopors, commercial or mot, there
is no distinetion. Tt would bo interesting
to kunow how many beckecpors are not
int 1 in h isi

0 y
would thoy he more than one por cent? T
doubt it~ Anyway, it is in tho interests
of bockeoping T advoeato annual registra-
tion all round; ovchardists, T presume, are
capablo of loaking after thomselves.

District Reports.

‘{‘CANTERBURY TALES.'’
(By B. G. WARD.)

1f anyone was disappointed because there
were no ‘‘Canterbury Tales'’ last month,
1 tender an apology. My contribution was
posted too late, and ‘‘missed the 'bus.’’
1 find it takes nearly a weok to get a letter
from here to the Editor.

Our prospects of a good arop continue
favourable. Up till the beginning of De-
comber the weather was somewhat erratic.
We then had a week of good honey-gather-
: and have just had a splendid
general raicfall. If the weather warms
up now, things will ‘“hum.’’

1 have now been established at the
apiary a month, and the bees have built
up well. The policy of giving plenty of
room to discourage swarming is a demon-
strated success. Some of the strongest
colonies have eleven, twelve, and in one
case fourteen frames well filled with
brood. When the flow does set inm, there
should be ‘‘something doing’’ in these
hives.

T was much interested in Mr. Barker's
note in the November issue on the swarm-
ing problem. He has drawn attention to
an aspoct of the subjeet well worth in-

igation. There is a chance for Mr.
Bartlett-Miller to assuage his thirst for
seientific knowledge.

Hands np, those who are going to stick
to the HL.LP.A! The correspondence which
has lately appeared on the matter and the
last cable from the B. and D. should leave
no doubt as to which side our bread is
buttered on. se who subscribe to
‘‘Gleanings’’ will call to mind the
““facts’’ given by the Editor in the Sep-
tember issne. Even so, T think we shall
be wise if we stand by the B. and D. T
hope, however, the management of the
H.P.A. will get into touch with every pro-
ducer and secure first refusal of their crop
without delay. It is slow work introdue-
ing a new idea, but Co-operation is the
battle-cry which will carry us on to vie-
tory. The old motto is still true: ‘‘United
we stand, divided we fall,”’ and if wo do
all wo need not blame our ‘‘luck.’’

There is an old saying, ‘‘Give some
people an inch and they will take a yard.’”
This came foreibly to my mind when I
read Mr. Gilling’s warning re honey tin
tops. T prosume every shareholder is re-
sponsiblo for awmy defect in his consign-
ment, and that t . and D. will see
to it that tho H.P.A. is notified. Tf No. &
has been careless, then No. 9 must bear the
brunt, and not the Company as a whole.

The Canterbury Branch of the National
met on Saturday, November 10th, and
althongh the attendance was small ea-
thusiasm was high. The annual field day
will be held early in February, so as to
fit in with the meeting of the Executive
of the National. Mr. Ambrose Johnstona

given a cordial invitation to bold the
function at his apiary, and it bas been
accepted. A eapital iden was suggosted by
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rope—namely, n grading eompetition
;\ur L‘ln?ll:pl'ﬂ(um \};m be nsked to hfl‘,:“f,,,f',
sample, and_anyone wishing o conpil
ean (o so. Tho final result will be dectoQ
by o small committee, which will incluch
tio Government grader. The exhibits lu
be prescuted to one of the patriotic meI s
and sold for the benofit of its funds. This
Wil in no way affect the special apped
for coniributions of honey for the troops
which I mentionod in the October issuc.

T noticed & short time ago that a Beo
Club Tiad been mooted in Christchurely, and
attention was drawn to this. The Presi-
dent (Mr., H. M. Johnstone) and Seeretary
Miss Mackay) have been trying to get
the Club to join forces with us. The last
meeling was advertised, and all interested
in heckeeping were invifed, but there was
no response. Probably whon the full ad-

¢ understood by the
members of the Club, they will fall into
Yine, Mr. Jolnstone aptly put the case
in o mtshell when he said that two weals
colonies united wonld do some good, while
us separate units they would just exist.
[We learn they have started the Club with
seventy members—Fd.]

The Dditor’s remarks on the
benzine tins for the export of honey sounds
rather alarming, but T think the grader
referred to would have to he extremely
keen of seent and taste to detect fhe
slightest taint if carc is taken.
one will take the same trouble do,
T would undertake to say there is ahso-
lutely mno i is the careless ones
who always the trouble. 1 should
just like “to that T bought *‘new'”
tins Jast year for the small crop T had,
and the fops and bottoms were made of
benzine tins rolled out flat and made to
suit. There was no smell or toste of ben-
zino about them after treatment. If part
of the vessel can bo made of benzine fins,
why mot the whole lot? Under normal
conditions T don’t consider the ‘‘game is
worth the candle,’” but as we are situateil
under war conditions, T think the relax
tion of the regulations is justifiable,

My best wishes to all readers for p
Prosperous New Year, and a sincere hopo
that it will see an end to this dreadful
war.

E

se

TARANAKT.

Clover flow started in carnest on 21gt
Navember, and continued during a_spoll
of warm mild weather until the 7th De-
cember.  During this ol colonies of
any strength gathered a surplus of from
15 to 30 Ihs

Since Tth December high winds and
showers have been the order, and what
good tho rain bas done has been undone
by dry winds,

A Heavy rain is necessary to freshen up
the clover, ofherwise n slacking of tho
A}mr‘l\;\u take place  The bees aro in
condition to got a big surplus
woathor treats we wolle © L0 1T the
. R. PENNY,

16/12/17,
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Beekeepers' Exchange,

R e
ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will b
inserted at the rate of 2/- per 36 words
per insertion.

ALL BEEKEEPERS in mced of 4
RENTON MBLTER for this season, plenso
write for price and particulars. Only o
limited mumber available—Address

Y. H. BENTON,
Newstead, Featlerston,

WANTED TO BUY (aft end of season)
SMALL APTARY; not more than 50
Colonies; Waikato District preferrod.
Price and particulars to
T. BOOTH,
U/o Past Offlee,
Prankton Junction, Waikato,

Answers to Gorrespondents,

L A.S., Christehureh.—Many thanks for

Tind remarks; but T did not send any
humilintion—must  bave pieked it ap
an the wa

J.W., Palmerston North—Glad you like
the change. You come down bo Con-
ference and propose it.

A. T, Fllesmere—Dn not think it advisable
to open the question again after this
lapse of fime.

Helen, Drury.—Tmitate Mary, and buy a
little Jamb.

Rahotn.—It

very difiienlt to

Keep sections From granulating and be-
iscoloured after a length of
time. Unless you have a very large

quantity, it woild not pay you fo go to
the ssary expense of building a
special room, with heating apparatus, to
maintain a regular, cven, dry tempera-
ture that overcomes the trouble.

ion,
This will keep
iping hob even when cutting

densocole and  that
without any delays cueh as mentionod in
yours.  We find the boiler neods re
filling at dinner-time, and again about

4 o'clock; bub Nicholas, Hawora, uses a
keroseno tin, which oasily lasts all day.
You did not enclose sub., as stated.

R, H. N—Gond news!  Are you going o
call him Hovatio?

The granilar refuse on tho hottom of
wux-calies, when rendored, iy pro-
bably composed y of pollon and

propolis, Bees ave fond of it, and uso it
trecly when they Tave opportunity.—
““Western Honey Boe,

Okain

. N
Your Address written in Red Ink means
“'Bubscription Due,’’
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The Bartlett-Miller Gomb
Melter.

Melter ready for the end to be placed
on, and thus completed. Note groove
at 'top of slope inside body of melter
The white lines are new solderi

2—Looking up under
melter

the tubes, 2tinch

Comb Melters and Gapping
Melters.

T ~.uh|n|l||n[, an articlo upon the abovo
applinnees, T wish to stron, point out
that until the (l(‘nrl[\tmn of fhe Bartlett

Miller comb melter described in **Glean
ings'’ lus such an appliance had
niver (hefare eea deviask i haa praved
mostly an amusing, albeit at times an

nggravating, oxperionce to loarn the crnde
idens upon_ the subjoct of malting honey
in tho comh submitted by thoso corres-
pondents to whom T havo sold the Bartlett
Millor meltors, Tdeas many and varions,
overy one of which have been long dis-

corded as impracticable, becanse of the
fuet that they have always caleulated upon
the practicability of melting the whole of
whatever the ecombs consisted. In a word,
one and all of those ** better'’ ideas forgot
the pollen problem! Combs of honey may
be reducible to a liquic state; combs of
pollen certainly mny not.

Tho problem of the insoluble refuse that
every other melter of combs 1 ever
beard of surely but by no means slowly
aceumulates i the one bard amd fast fact
that ultimately proves the “piece de re
sistance’’ of tho whole invention. I can
recall some thirteen diflerent designs of
comb melters which T have actually used
myself, some of them very expensive, and
all of them expeeted by their inventors
(myself as one of them included) to prove

able ‘‘Bobbio Dazzlers,’” but until
atter long trials and re-trials T evolved

own, none of them proved the success
Tl oppliance we wore after.

The main points of a successful and pro
fitable comb melter (and remember somo
successful melters are not profitable be
cause too slow) are not more than five
or six, but every one of them are impera
tive:—

Tirst.—There must bo absolutely no pos
sibility of loney, cither fully or partly
melted, remaining dammed back and kept
in contact with a heated surface, or you
will darken your whole output.

Sccond.—Onee started on its way to the
exit as a liquid, both honey and wax mu-t
malko so rapid an exit as will Tesult in vot
more than half a minute’s contaect with a
heated surface.

—All solid matter must bo cared
for as soon as it leaves the original melt
ing point of its enveloping liquifiable snb
stance, and prevented from further contact
with such heated surface as the melted
(or partly melted) wax and honey may be
in contact with, or else bad diseolouration
of the honey results. (This is wherg the
Bartlett-Miller melter shines: no slum-gum
runs off with the molted honey.

Fourth.—There must absolutely be more
than one compartment containing the
comb to be melted, for it may be an abso-
lnte neeessity to clean from the bottom

the melter large picces of comb solid
with pollen, and to have to empty the
melter to get at such insoluble material
is out of the question during a busy run,
Fifth.—The obstruction of solid pollen
the lower part of the melter should
be get-at-able from below the melting sur-
face rather than to have to empty any
compartment to do so; although if through
those aeceidents, whieh always will some-
ow oceur, a large amonnt of such pollen
accumulates, ‘then the cmptying of sueh
a division into another in the same melter
is advisable,

in

Sixth (perhaps the most important).—
The melter must have a large heating sur
face available for the initial melting, apart
from that surface whieh continues the
heating while the honey and partly (at
times) melted wax is going to the outlet.
The Bartlstt-Miller melter bus 11 aq. fest
of original melting surfac




oventh—Tho profitable melter nust by
worked by steam in the tubes mml n
boiling water, and, above all, must
Mficiantly cconomical to manufacture, i
1 its price no bar to ils possession
fho small beekeeper, and hero you have &
henvy damper on any kind “of meltc
expensive coil—always #

all,

make its

heated hy an : e,
coctly and slow-working proposition.
I’ tho illustration of the Bartlett-Miller

a groove at

comb melter will he seen a g t
liquified honey

the fop: of the slope the 4
draps down on fo. This groove takes the
wooden edgo of a wire cloth serecn, upon
which all solid matter drops and receives
no additional heat. Al liquid ‘muﬂm
passes through, and is in contact with the
cooler slum-gum for a few seeonds only, if
at all. If the groove was absent, slum-
gum would nccumulate between tho edge
of the sereen and fthe sloping surface, ani
baking all day would darken tho hovey.

The space between the lower edges of
the tubes readily allows solid cells of
pellen to pass, and when melting eappings
only the sereen is not used, but a waved
pieco of galvanised fencing wire is hung
from the top edges of the tubes to partly
occupy the space and prevent tho cappings
from sliding through solid.

About two inehes decp of water is all
that I ever used, and if needs to be im-
pressed upon readers that no simple wick
Jamp is of amy use to melt combs by.
Melting honey and wax requires heat, and
plenty of it. You must needs provide
some leat to raise in onme day, say, a ton
of homey to 145 deg., at which wax melts,
and the wax to that heat in addition, and
then both of them absorb a considerable
amount of latent heat, all of which is un
felt as actual heat, but has to be evolved
by your lamp previous to the actual melt-
ing taking place, 5 Primus

I use a No. 5
lamp, and pump it up tight about every
quarter of an hour. It burns onc quar
of kerosene in a little under two hoors.
1f we want to make things ‘‘move,’’ we
nse two such lamps, separating the flames
with a pieee of tin, or they draw cach
other’s exhausted air, and refuse to burn
properly. The quantity you can melt in
a -lay depends upon how much pollen you
Tave, how old your combs are, and how
cold your combs are; but with mannka
honey in fairly clean combs not more than
four years old, one melter 30 inches Jong
should melt ahout 15 ewt. of honey a da
1 lavo done much better with new combs.

Gorrespondence.

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir—I was surprised at Mr. B, A
Jacobsen including th elder treo in his
list of honey plants. Surcly he must haye
been “fu’ o7 thy gyod eratur.’’  What
savs his paps about” it? Tt might by a
good plan for thosa who aro fond of u
visit from their inspector o plant u few
frees atound their apiary; then, perhaps
in o fow years (four or five)er. Bup |

BEEKEEPER!
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When 1 first o to this et the
then oceupier of the property gave me g
glass (o two) of eldorberry wine, truly
a divine drinl, and when he left he pre.
sented me wit thereof, saying it
was goad for colds, coughs, or sudden cliills,
1 found it so, and heing partieularly linhle
to these sad maladies tho cask soon ran
dry.  Around the hut e had planted
several {reos; now, assisted by the birds,
the whole proporty is overrun’ with them,
and much of my spare time, when sober,
is spent in haeking them ‘down, Thay
may be a suceess in making glad the heart
of man, but as a houey plant—No, the beas
will not look at them.

T would also like to correct a mistako
of Mr. Ward’s in your September issua,
He says: ““The drone can never influence
the progeny of more than one queen.’’
This is a misleading statement. A drone
anfortunately influences very materially
the progeny of many generations of quecns
is body dies, but he leaves his inher
tance in trust to the queen, who simply
acts host to nurturo tho same. Tho
germ plasm of the drone very materinlly
influences the eatabolism of ‘the queen’s
body when onec introduced, either npwards
or downwards (anabolically or katabalic-
ally). As Mr. H. Benton, in a thoughtful
article in your October issue points ouf,
she is but a perfect cgg-laying machine,
dependent on the food that supplied
to her. Tt is undoubtedly the hereditary
traits of the drone which, joined to hers,
make her either efficient or inefliciont as
an egg-layer, capable or ineapable of fully
utilising towards that end the foodstuffs
supplied to her by the murse hees, for
the essence of the male influences the
whole cconomy of the queen bee to a far
greater extenf than it does in any other
creature, save wasps, ants, and the Jike.
If thero is a chanee thaf we can stau-
dardise the virility of our dromes in the
same way we ean standardisc our queens
or our stud flocks, onr time is not wasted
in experiments, and T for one have large
hopes for the future suceess of A. 1. Root
Co. experiments,

Put about that barrow so cleverly
skitted by ““Merri-cuss”’—nol muehl Yot
I have known tougher problems solved by
map, but not by those who start out by
saying they can’t be, anent which here is
a further contribution fowards tho Canter-
bury Rhymes, which used to he quoted
to me by my teacher whenever she saw
mo near” tears trying to solve o mathes
matical problem:
“CCCan’t do it 7 sal him down and evied;

So Jong und hard o weph

That soon a rivulel of foars

Sweph s by his side.’’

Holy Writ saveth all (hings in heaven
and earth hath heen or ean bo famed by
man. It 5 with difienlty we ean make
cows Jeep up their ahnormal produetion

of mill, and In this conneetion it should
be remembered that (his diffienlty is in
ereaged in that hoth drones and queens

bavo lost their power of gathering honey
and seerefing wax, those organs having
afrophied from want of use, and are only

bad better give you my exparicnces,

ablo to transmit fo their offspring those
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primal inberent capacities they onco hai.
T4, makes it, therefore, tho more imperative
that beekeepers strain every nerve to
bring these strange and, as Dr. Miller says,
{‘semi-domesticatad,’’ beasties into (he
caplivity of man, that he may preserve
and inereaso by careful breeding those
{endencies we require. The tendency, for
instance, of laying workers to appear from
an emhryological point of view leads one
to conelude that tho worker boo is already
lcatabolizing, and unless helped back by
man will in timo tevert to a mere egg-
layer at tho expense of its honey-gathering
propensitics. Now, T must be careful, or
T shall have Mr. Allan at me. He has a
great contempt for the mere theorist, ex-
cept when it comes to honey-boxes, so [
had better add something practical for his
digestion. How can we bring them baclk?
The same way, friend, you bring up your
dairy herd—by careful breeding an:
stimulative feeding throughout many gene
rations. (I hate being ecalled n theorist,
possibly because it is sowewhere near tho
truth!)

Tt is a pity Mr. Jacobsen did not in
cinde some of our native trees in his list.
Many trim into elegant hedges, and brealc
into blossom all along the branches. I
was much struck when passing through
Kaikoura to see what neat fences the
Ngaio makes, Then we have Broadleaf,
Black Matapou, Golden Matapou, the
small variety of Fuchsia, &c., and [ woulil
advise that here and there along the line
of fence such valuable homey producers
as Moe-moe, Lancewood nnd Panax he
here and there placed and allowed to grow
unhindered.

I close these random soliloquies with the
dream of our apiarist poet, Miss Shepherd,
The Beelcceper s Dream:—

“Como o’er and take control, and make it
yield its substanee,

For sweetening life the wide world o’er;
And_then wa learned the secret of the

Toiver:

And furnished tiny homes in great abund-
ance,

Peopling them with insect life,

And bade them live and multiply.

And then wo sowed in countless number,

And left the harvest to a Higher Power,

Who smiled upon our labours,

Granting to those who sowed so faithfully
should reap reward;

Then as the seasons came around,

Sueh music rose npon tho air

Which made all beemen smile,

Tor every little home was filled to over-
flowing,

And the more we sowed the vaster was

the yield,

Until o ‘fleot’ eame fitting o’er the sky
Tilko great white-winged doves,

And netions manitold were wrought,

That o'er this trouhled world of ours the
swestness might be carried,

While every corner of the carth with honoy
bo supplied

I'rom  out  this
doth dwell;

Mho vastness of New Zealand's store is yet
untouehed,

isle whero righteousness

N.Z. BEEKBEPERS’ JOURNAL,

And wealth in great abundance lurks
around for those who conrage hold,
And greater things prepare in bee and
lower and tree,'’
T am, &e.,

% ) CAVE OAN

(TO THE EDITOR.

Sir—Referring to the :ug'gmmu that,
was thrown out at the June Conferem
with regard to the Department of Agri-
culture granting certificates to those com-
petent to act as graders of honey for the
New Zealand market, T would liko to point
out the idea is by no means a new ome,
seeing a similar movement is already in
vogue in England, and was inaugurated
by the British Beekeepers’ Association by
their issuing certificates to those who by
examination had proved themselves com-
petent to act as judges ot honey shows.
Tt was notorious in the past that with the
exception of the county shows, where tho
British Association themselves provided u
judge or judges, the smaller shows sere
very indifferently served in this respect
1 can name an instance in which a bit
of a wag staged some Lyall’s golden syrup,
and which was awarded the first prize! T
am afraid things ate at present mof much
better in New Zealand. To give
example which came under my notice:
To 1912 T sent some liquid honey to the
Te Aroha Show. This was passed over
without any comment whatever. This self-
same honey was afterwards entered at the
Waikato Central Show at Cambridgo
where it was awarded the first prize, and
was again staged at the Waikato Winter
Show in Hamilton, whero it again obtained
the first prize. The judges in both cases
T understand were officers of the Depart-
ment.

1 contend, Sir, that it does not follow
because o man is a good beckeeper he
must necessarily be a good judge of honey
Taste as well as the other senses is a
thing that has to bo cultivated, and should
anyone be under the necessity of wearing
a set of artificial teeth ho is very much
handicapped in this respect. T know this
from my own experience and what T have
heard from others. I know of a case of
a gentleman who had a sot of tecth of
this description who was invited to dine by
a bon vivant, who asked him what he
thought of a certain dish. ‘“Very good
potato pie,”’ he answered. ‘‘Potato pie,
indeed!’” exclaimed the other; ‘‘allow me
to tell you, sir, those ate truffles costing
A guinea a pound!’’

T think from tho foregoing it will be
conceded that the grading of honey at the
depots should be in the hands of someone
who has proved himself a competent judge
of honey, For this purpose may T suggest
that the National Association should take
the matter up and enter into negotiations
with the Department for it to grant cer-
tificates to those who can provo themselves
proparly capable of grading honey. Many
samples, no doubt, are in tho hands and
reach the officers of the Department, and
the candidates who are able to place these
in their right order should bo granted cer-
tifleates.

an
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varions shows in the grading
““hut I expeet it is too mueh and.

ﬁ
oy ity s ey G Last Season's Crop in South.
|

utter, § muel
Indges that suMcient honey will be singe e

for us to ho able to hold similar competi s o

fions—I am, &c., Pirst Aid." in your October jssue, aglks

seribo the managomont

whieh produeed for me a ten-ton erop lnst
5 v . season. I shall do what I ean, hut firs
let me say that the very fine season we
(TO THD EDITOR.) had was tho largest contributing factor
tebait | At present T am working at this disadvan-
tage, that my home is in Nelson, whilst
my hees aro still at t;m old home in South
ona A ce., |1and, and T had to lny my plans aecord-
T have found it m [‘QIW“L‘; ‘}_’\"';‘m&wv ingly. Before leaving for 15i5h for the
> : winter, T went through the apiary to seo
& . . . that all tho colonies were in normal con-
dition. At the same time T put each
colony on (he seale to find its weight, and
marked the weight on tho end bhoard of the
Sir—Fxeuse delay in wriling, for T have|cover. This may to some scem laborious,
beon Boubled with influenza and Tnmbago,| bt svstem will” always help one out.
o e D Teuokell: ut | put the seales on tho apiary barrow, and
e e anly after getting over tronbles| Wheeled to a central position for, say, four
of this sort that you think life is worth|or five colonies at onme time. The cover
Jiving. Being Editor of the Bee Journal|was talken off each colony in furn, and
dnca ot compare with it! Do nof let those [ Without disturbing the mat or using smoke
fault-finding writers got vou downhearted: | the brood-nest was lifted on to the scales,
vou are doing all right. and tho Journal | the weight registered, and the colony re-
%' ‘redit to you. I canmot understand|turned fo its stand. To do the apiary
how yon can give so much of your time|was a day’s work, but when it was dona
foit. T wish T lived close handy to you|T knew what otherwise T could only have
uld just come along and try to put|guessed, and i is the nett weight of
4 few smiles on vonr face. Tiern are|cach colony. T made 25 Ibs. the minimum
always a lot of fanlt-fiuders, and but few | weight to be left, and where colonies were
who will try to make your troubles lighter. [lighter than that (hey were united by
My Journal bears the red ink address. I|simply putting one on top of tho other,
owe fhs current vear, I enclose for|the nnion being of suck as united would
Journal 5/-; to the Association 5/-; and|give suficient stores and make strong colo-
Subs, for three mames attacbed. That is|nies. The tave allowed for each brood-
"7 enclose a cheque for £1 105, Gd., | nest was 20 Ibs., so that to pass muster the
fhie balance to help. colony har to turn the seale at 43 1bs. The
resulf from wintering was that, of 122
There is_one question T am asked re|eolonies, I lost two.
Tournal. When does the subseriber’s year
commence—at the date of their subs, or T went back to the apiary on the Ist
.| December, to find that the bees bad win-
which T think is either June tered well.  Previous to going, about a
Kindly answer this, as T think month, T got a friend to put supers of
vear commences with the Journal’s year, | empty combs on cach colony, not using e
they should get the back numbers. cluders, and T counted fhat until the D
ginning of December there would be little
Now, fthat’s three subseribers T have|ar no danger of swarming. As it turned
got you fhis year. Surely others, if they|anf, two or threo swarms had issued just
will, could help along hy getting one or|hefore T renched them, and that day, as
two. It will be a standing dlsgm_ca to ueif fo extend a welcome, two or three eame
if we let the Journal fall. (Print thut|cut and plastered an applo tree from top
large, Mr. Editor: why, it's just getting| o hottom. A hasfy examination showed
lnv(rnmlnluv) Well, T will st conelude, [ {hat the hees wo i
\Wishing ‘all good men and frue, " boe- | tion, and fully occupying their two storey:
kespers o ud others, a Happy New Year,| My work hampered by tho impossi-
?n‘:mv S all our troubles grow lighter.— h‘!my] 1.-[1»{."-.”” foundation, so [ dater
am, i mined not to serionsly oppose the issuo of
7. A. MORELAND, | primo swarms, but to snliely provont sust
Weld street, Blenheim, iy}vu, This m’-mu.n in an inerense during
he season of about 60 colonics, My firsh
m[tanf’,]q ‘n‘ror‘:ll.'.’.lv for ;_:;T)““z(h;‘n‘r'\“ ”.EW' work was to_ (starting with the sirongost
wi- [colonies) close the queen  down on 10
hearted, but are anxious to do our bost | framos with an oxeludor, givi Y
for everyhody. The Jowrnal is sent from | of R xEMIfIon RLYIRE Db menky
tha month following fh dato the subscrip. | cient supor. “”" I to A00.0ukiall :"“'1 sufl
Hoath following Sho Gats ’ f or pecommodation,  Tn fhis wiy
i‘xm’::r_n;r]( d. W reciprocato your good [ good deal of brood wns raised to tho
{hivd storey on (he lines given in my

W, HOOPER TEED. that T should ds
. HOOPE i

Sir—Your readers muy find a whi
set & handy thing in taking n swarm when
it lias settied on a high braueh of a trec

(T0 THE EDITOR.)
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ng article in the 2
tended Te-queening in mid.goq

2ot the queens. wera oy antsom, 29
sark, bub the press of worlk apiy;
handling such an unusually largy ¢
e made it impossible for'mo tg qq ;¢

ctober sy,

On December Tst, the day on whiey
work in the apiary started, T s
seale eolony. The ona chasen .
not because of stremgth, but
where it stood was micely sheltereq,” g
1 wished tosprotect my ‘scales from the
weather; it also was quite handy to ),
honey-house door.  The queen in it wig
erossmated and a queen of the previgs
season. I believed it to he a fair average
colony, but as swarming interferes fatally
with the work of a scale colony, T toulc
gpecial care to sccure that it woald not
gwarm, Taising the bulk of the hrood to
the top storey on two oecasions. This prove
effectual, and though the brood-nest was
not examined, except on these two gcen.
sions, no swarm issued. This colony, whe,
weighed the previous autumn to register
its winter stores. weighed 45 Ibs., or, de-
ducting tare, 25 lbs. It weighed on Deo,
1st 46 Ibs., so that it had already advanced
1 b, on its autumn weight, showing that
the spring had been unusually fine for
Bouthland. T give'below the rtecord for
the season, which will give 2 very good

my
Tected a

a5 taken
the place

indication of what manner of season it
was:—
Dec. Wbs.  Dec. lbs. Jan. Ihs.
1 46 18 0 11
2 39 19 3 16
8 7 20 7 21
4 9 21 9 13
5 5 22 22 3
6 6 23 13 1
() 24 0 27
8 0 25 6 0
(I ) 26 3
10 0 27 18
o0 28 6 8
12 2 29 16 5
18 30 15 4
14 31 /e 0
1500/ - — 0
16, 00 210 0
17 0 Less 46 .. 2
164 341

As T have frequently said before, our
main honey flow in Southland, and pro-
ably this” holds good in most districts,
sts only from two to three weoks. I
Mave nofed this particnlarly during the
Yours T have kept a hive on the seales
As will bo seen from this record, the three
Woeks, beginning Decomber 21st, mark the
Poriud of “the main flow, and during that
Hmo fhis colony put ou 223 Ibs, or an
‘1‘"0}'“;;\- of 103" Ibs. per day, the best day

&iving 97 Ihs,  While this performance is
certaiuly god, it is a long way from
being o' recard, At least two other eolo-

Bies i tho apiary did better, but this is
the only one weighed, and guess-work in
Lhis connoction is worthless, During the

BEEKEEPERS JOURNAL,

11
then during thy 1
another which yieldeq 4
tha scales stood still, g,

weel
1 Ibs,

and_extended to-abont
h his latter year was a
e et one, and all vegetation was very

The apiary of 120 colonies gave 8 tons
8 ewb., or ‘an average of 136 Ips, per
colony, not at all an unusual yield

2 The
remainder of the ten tons was got in a
littlo 25-colony apiary in which T have an
interest.

Now, it may be asked why, if the scale
colony put on 341 Tbs., coald the ofhere
not do better than to av.

erage a good dey
less than lalf of that 1%u1 ity? [zr:i
omo of the lesssons of u seale hive, |y
points the finger and says very straight
you cught to have done better. The honey
was there, and if all the colonies had been

as well looked after as the one on the
scales and had had as good a queen—ell,
it is proved to a demonstration that the
crop should have been 18 tons instead of
tons. Mr. Editor, some people think
that a scale hive s a beekeeper too
big for his hoots, but I can testify that
after all it has a very chastening effect.
Get your readers to try it.

JAMES ALLA

w

N.

Honey Prospects.

The Director of the Horticulturo Divi-
sion has received from the apiary instrue
tors the following report concorning the
honey crop prospeets:—
Auckland.—November has been an ideal
month for beckeepers, and the bees aro

working on the white clover that abounds
this season in the Auckland districts
Prices remain unchanged. Wes
brooke.

Wellington.—At the time of writin:

eckeepers have been pasticularly favour
with regard to the weather, and ever
thing points to a good crop being secure
The bees are in good condition generall,
and clover is now in bloom —F.
sen.

Dunedin.—The prospeets of a good sea-
son bave greatly improved. Fine weather
has prevailed during the greater part of
the month, and this has induced a great
deal of growth in the clover, Latterly
thero has beon an excellent flow from the
bluegums, and in districts where theso are
plentiful extracting will probably com-
menco next month. Local merehants are
making enquiries for boney, and it is an-
ticipated that prices will rule high. Appar-
ently there is to be keen competition for
this season s crop, and beekecpers will get
payable figures The market is bare of

first wook af Decomber there was o lessor
flow, amounting altogother to 20 1bs, and

supplies. Beeswax is scaree, and ruling
ratos are to 1/9 per Ib—E. A. Earp.




Embedding with Electricity.

While some beckecpars manago without
ombedding the wire in the foundation,
just slipping tho foundation in botwoen

PORS' JOURNAL.
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Swarm Control at Out-
Apiaries & other Matters.

the wires, most find it more
to cmbed the wire, and, indeed, where tho
work has to be done some considerable
time before the foundation is drawn out,
it is quitc mecessary to get satisfactory
combs. Also is it neeessary whero frames
hove to be carted to ont-yar

Although T havo, used all the methods
for embedding 1 Have seen ndvoeated—
viz, Spire imbedder, hot nnd eold, hot
and pressing the wires in over o
none of them seemed to produce
results that gave entire safisfaction, and I
have always been anxioue to try cleetricity.
The want of an electrieal Supply was,
however, always o dificulty. Then T came
across the Dadant embedder, which, the
makers stated, could be used with two
ordinary dry cells. T procured the em-
bedder, but as dry cells as procured hore
are not always reliable, and at the best
would soon exhaust with the continuous
corrent, 1 decided on getting primary
celle—that is, cells that genernte their own
current. It was necessary to get as strong
cells as possible, and the strongesi T could
get on fo was the Edison Primary Battery,
V type. These cells are fitted with carbon
and copper oxide plaics, and clarged with
causti Part cell is supposed to
Eirnated Yl ITHLS et boire, chargod
with caustic soda, and the plates c
renewed when required. T find three rc“i
connected up give sufficient current to
worl quickly in_ warm weather, but rathor
slow in frosty weather. As wax is difi-
colt to handlo in Jow temperatures, it is
not Jikely to be used under those condi-
tions.

Tho work done by the slectric embodder
is all that can be desired. The wire can
bo prossad into the centre of the foundn.
tion, so that it would bo difficult to say
which side it went in from. Also a small
boy can use it and do good work. Tt is
well to note that cmbodding canmot be
done by heating the whole of the wire
at onee by dry or primary cells, as the
carrent is not strong enough unless several
cells were used. The Dadant embedder
beats about four inches of wire at a time,

J. RENTOUL.

[11 only four inches of wire

© beated
at a time, and the ingide of a frame is
seventeen, does that mean you have to
apply the embedder four times to embed

ono wire!—Ed, ]

"Tig said {hat “‘manners mal
man.’’ That may be, but it is locality
that malcyth the beeman,—(C, ....ml.uu‘u‘:‘

Your Address written in Red In]
‘‘Subscription Due,"" e

The following (dealing with swarm oo
5 t hi

e ey (eublad (ko M¥.
Allan) with either backncho or laziness.

I mm to make five trips to cach out-
apiary suffice for the season—tbat is, uniil
extricting time—tho trips distributed as
follows:Tho first visit is mado during
Soplomber or carly in Cetober, preferably
on & fino doy, when bees aro flying, so
What omo can tell by ontside diagrosis
whthor the hives are queen right or mot.
The hives are hefted to aseertain amonnt
of storcs, and fed where necessury.

the second trip (timed to suit locality) I
kill old and defectivo queens, set some of
the queenless hives to Taising colls, and
put. brood above excluders on strong bives
which need breaking down. The third
trip (ten days later), the cells are dis-

tributed, o little incrense is made by
dividing the sirongest of the queenless
colonies and_sctting out the bees and

Drood which is above excluders (Alexander
plan).- The fourth frip (about o month
later), T build up young queens, and with
brood from overstfong Colonies unite those
ne which huve not a laying queen,
and build all coloniss fo aboat squal
strength. The ffth (rip is made when

- honcy flow arrives, when I go round
suporing.

A man who lives noar one of my out-
yards, who wanted a few swarms, foli
jno that my bees were very contented, in
that they never swarmed; still, I do Jose
a few, hanging on willow-troes sometimes
too, but T do not go round each weok
tilting up the hives while the good wife
goes down on her kneos and looks in for
cells.

T used fo practise the Doolittle plan
5f raising colls at out-yards, but found it
took oo much time and patience, so T
.ropped on to_the rough and ready plan
of making a hive quoenless and broodloss,
and giving a frame of brood of the right
age from the broeder, T found after-
wards that the plan was mo new thing, a8
no Jm a person than Dr. Millar practises

preparation is needed, and it can
g b any weathor,

I like working with clipped quoons. T
find it docs not cause supercedurs, except

only in raro cases. To my mind sevaral nd-
vantagen nre gmuul swarming is delayed
severnl  doys; alcen swarm  eannob
abseond whon Londod by n elipped queen.
Then, again, T am sure of tho ago of &

elippd quecn, This spring T hae killod
quite a Job of three-ycar-old queens, head-
ing strong colonies,” plump and vigorons-
looking, which T would have mistalion for
w-m,, queens  (judging by appenrances)
but for tho elipped wing, anu]lly T allow
only the hest of quecns to live to bo over
two years old, and T find that aboub two*




Js of those allowed that privilega are

thir . i =
oded in tho nutumn following the
::;m;rsnﬁun of their second birthday,

Ta regard to keeping track of the g
£ cene Lho following may be'of ineres;
o Bme. Some years ago Mr. J. 0. Hobps
1o ol iy attention to au articlo from (ny
% o Tate Mr. Alexander, of Delanson,
B "Vork, dealing with this subject. g
fden was to_use thre shapes of {in—g

Gare, a triangle, and an oblong, for
e imple—and all hivos headed by a queen
xted this year would have a square Shaps
(shall we say) tacked on in front; next
ot a triangle shupe, and tho following
Jear nn oblong, and then start over aguin
I"ihe samo order. One does not often
Jant to keep a queen over three years, [
beliove sheep-farmers use the sime plan
for an ago mark in ear-marking lambs, |
have enlarged a little on the plan, in that
I'use cortain positions on front of hive
to tack tho nge mark to denoto quality
and condition of queen, so that with 4
glance at front of hive I know the ago of
Foigning queen, whether she is clipped or
othiorwise, if purely mated, if a breeder,
if o useful queen, or ono that wants super
soding.

Palmerston North.

J. WALWORTH.

Honey Poison.

Some six years ago I came to this d
triet from Taihape (where I was in busi-
mess as a_timber merchant, builder ani
contractor) to erect n residence close to
where T am now living. In my contract
I had to pull down an old building, and
in the walls of this old place, hetween the
lining and the weather-hoards, a swarm of
bees ‘had mado themselves at home.
smoked the bees out of it, and taok the
honey, and black-looking stuff it was, as
there were no clover fields about here then.
I said, ““Honey for tea, hoys!’' as I took
tha dish to the cook; bub the cook, an ol
Tesidant here, told us yarns of honey poison-
ing, which appeared to me at that time
very stretehed, so whon tea-time eame
o one wanted loney; but I said, <‘Here
goes, T am going to risk it, and have some
any way,’and as I lived through the
night and no sign of poisening, every one
tad honey For breakfas

Sineo that time T have heard sufficient
to beliove that thero is such a thing as
oney poisoning with bush honey. The
Buy of Plenty districts seem to bo affected
vory badly at corlain times with poison. T
Will relate n fow of the many cases which
ave ocourred within the last few years
avound my district.

A party of Maoris were plucking a fiell
of maize close to Whakatane, when tho
OWnor of tha field sulphured o box of bevs,
ook the honoy, gave somo to the Maoris,
and had somo himself, [In a short time
thoy wara all takon ill, and the doctor

 fo ho sent for, Tha balance of this
honoy and comb was then thrown inta the
PIE's barrel, and the noxt day three large
50wy wora formd dend.

—
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L kiow of fq

our different cases round

bere last season, and some of them were

very serious,

1 asked the doctor w
thought of it, and pe :mrl(hv- ‘w:‘:)u:]tu'l}l‘:
sure that the pationi he was attending

was poisoned through eating hush e 2
There have hoen several victims thurol
out this district at differcnt times,

It is very amusing to hear the different
Opinions as (o why und how the honey is
poisoned. T remember seeing in a Bas of
Plenty paper n few years ago an article
that T think was written by a priest, in
which his opinion was that the poisonons
honey was gathered by the bees ty kil off
the drones! 1

A Maori once assured me that the hess
along the coast gathered salt water to
poison the honey to keep the pakeha and
the Maoris away. Very few of the Maoris
here will touch honey in any form, Last
venr I was pulting a load of honey in the

wharf shed to be shipped to Auckland, and
there were some Maoris looking on
anxiously. At last one says, ““What you
got here Ruka (Lulke)? replied,
““Honey.'' ‘By golly, for the Germans,
ehd’’ .’ said T, ‘“for the British.'’

says be, ‘‘you poison them

Some time back I was out visiting with
a_beokeeper friend of mine of the Bay
of Plenty, and on this occasion we were
asked to swmple some homey. [ took a
good spoonful, not once but twice, but [
noticed my Friend took only a tiny speck
on the edge of his pocket-knife, He had
had honey-poisoning onee, he said, and was
very careful ahout eating honey

Last season a gentleman in Whakatane
gove me a dog. As he would accept no
payment, [ thought T would take him somo
section honey, so I picked out some
faney white sections, and took them to his
house, and said, “‘I have here some of tho
nicest honey you ever saw or tasted,”’ and
held up a good section for his inspection.
€“Well,”” he said, “‘it does look very nice,

but really, Luke, T am very prejudice
against honey.’' “‘But.’’ I said, ‘‘this is
really good.’” ‘“Well,” he said, ‘T will

call the wife; perhaps she will like it,’”
but when she came in she shook her head,
aud said, “‘Mr. Luke, I would not risk
cating that for £50.) The gentleman of
the house then told me he had secn eight
Maoris as stiff as a post through eating
honey.

Well, T went further down the streot,
and met a canny Seotsman, who bad had
some of my honey before. ‘‘Look, Mae,™”

said T, ““would you like a section of
honey?' ‘‘Rather!'’ said he, holding out
his hand for i “Well,”” T said, ‘‘a

genfleman has just rofused it, and his wite
said she would not eat it for £50.°" <AW"
said he, ¢ 'tis au ill wind that blows no
one any good!" Ho was evidently not
afraid of honey poisoning.

T notice all cases of honey-poisoning

oceur in the antumn, and undoubtedly the
poison is in the green homoy. There aro
soveral commercinl backeepers in tho Bay
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# Plonty, and no one lus ever hud
honeets ‘nongh eating the honey they
produce. The scason 1 was hero 1

1 hardly give honey wway locally: last
<old over half n ton from the

apiary.
Tho following was in 4 rocont issue of o
‘o

[Tan. 1, 1918,
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nother
Rt e ney whtos
e Wwas quite
ot k51 Yoo A s

of thick honey
ar to vear. Sonio
o of it and in

my bos g
of v
1 bel
unfit for market,
koop it The quantity
s very much froo yed

Bay of Plenty paper: noy. To mako [McRliticy pof (AT ithin ten
room for the coming senson we are offer: [FEFE g ey wnm, thick honey is al-
Poth aro in good clover

ing half a ton extracted honey at reduced

price’”  This man cannot belong to the
HP.A,
Awakeri A. L. LUKE.

Unextractable Honey.

ation for contri

In reply to your in
butions to the” Jonrnal, T am sending
short article on thick haney, in_the hopo
that others will give us the henefit of their
experience.

As showing the importance of the sub-
ject, T may mention {hat a friend of mine,
wha started heekeeping at Waharon, went
out of the business cotirely on this account

In a back number of the Journal, a
reader appealed for ndvice on this subjert,
Dut as far as my memory serves no diroct
answer has been aftempted, althongh the

i

subject bas been referred to in
varions . The text-books are silent
on ect, but T have been informed

su
that the heather honey of the Old Land
“is of a similar consistency.

The general opinion appears to he that
this unextractable honey is obtained from
manuka, but there are some heekeepers
Dere wha believe that it comes from flax.
Perhaps both are right.

T well remember my first experians,
some eight years back, on the subject
Itad read Root’s A B C Lrom cover to
and felt quite confident of my ability fo
deal with extracting. I had a brand new
extructor, and my balf-dozen hives were
filled with heantiful heavy combs, T nn-
capped {wo, and. putting them in the ex

T|uested that it

most, unknown.
distriets

Now, as te the best means of denling
with this honey, 1 have tried healing by
standing n benzine tin full of combs in a
copper, taking care fhat the water did
not enter the tin. 1 found that the hovey
required as much heat to melt ns the wax.
When the whole muss melted T toole tho
and left it until next morning
The honey settled to the bottom,
and poured ont withont difficulty, But it
hnd acauired a dark colour burnt,
Havour, ‘which rendered it l.mmnknmbl_o,
although some people professed to like it.
Various kinds of presses Linva boon tried;
One large beekeoper hore uses o converted
cheeso press. t T used o Halch
press, But unone of these methors are alto-
gether satisfactory. At the best it isanasty
sticky job, and the ideal machine is yet
to come, Of late we have heard rumours
of various implements, which their inven-
tors claim will seftle the difficulty. To
some extent the Baines eapping melter is
successful. Now we bear of the Benfon
melter, and T have heard that Mr. Bartlett-
Miller has o machine of his own. We will
nwait results with great interest

R
tin ont,
to cool.

yea

At the last Ruakura field day someone—
T think it was Mr. Yonng. M.P.—spoke of
a rapidly revolving machine ho had seen
at the Auckland Sugar Refinery, and sug-
ht settle the matter.
am familiar with the machine mentioned,
as in my younger avs T was for some time
employed in a Queensland sngar mill. Tt is
called a *“centrifugal.”’ T may describe
it as a revolving tub, with an outer sta
jnclet.  The semi-liqnid sngar is
placed within the tub, which revolves at

tractor, whirled them ronnd merrily. But 2 A
what was wrong? The felly-Jike honey|@ high velocity. The sides of the fub
refuscd to lenve the comhs. Perhaps T was | €onsist of fine wira ganze, through which

the moisture (molnsses) escapes, leaving

nof turming fast enough; so T tried again
at top speed. Tt was no use: the combs
broke info pieces. but the honey still re.
fused to leave the colls. What was to bo
done? My place is within casy reach of
the State Apiary at Ruaku T visited

a,

the sugar auite dry. T am afraid fhat the

cost o a machine places it ont of

1he dlnstion, Gaen i ok proved effeetive,

T think that the wax
To anyone with
the follow-

which is doubfful,
would block the sauze

the experts there, to seo if they conld |Only # fow combs fo deal with,

solva my troubles, Alas! when | arriveq|ing method may be worth a trinli—Cut
at Rualiura T found the ladies in churge| Ot the combs, and wrap them singly in
in the same frouble as myself, Mr. op- | eheese-cloth, then place befween fwo thin
kins was also present, and his advieo wag | Poards. and pass thiough o mangle, T malke

to store the combs for winter feed, and
1o extract Ilm thin honey which would
come im later, i dviee seemed good at
that time, but in practice it was not alty.

gether safisfactory. Tn the first place, the
quantity of thick honey was greutor
was required for winter feed,  Thore was
probubly an average of 60 Ibs. per hien

that year, The ;{nml honey, which came
Tnter, 0id ot exceed 15 Thi.. and lyter s |

e

no charge for the sugeostion, but aceept
no responsibility for resulis,
THOMAS GILLTTS,

Hamilton East, 6/10/17.
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Your Address written in Red Tnlk means
‘Subseription Due,’
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Further Cable

FROM OUR AGENTS—THE BRIS-
TOL and DOMINION PRODUCERS
ASSOCN., CABLED TO THEIR
WELLINGTON OFFICE

“PAY NINE-PENGE PER LB.
FOR FIRST-GRADE HONEY
WHEN SHIPPED.”

Join Us and Share this Price!

FULL PARTICULARS and SHARE
APPLICATION FORMS from . . . .

H. W. Gilling,

Managing Director N.Z Co.-op. H.PA,
BOX 104, HAWERA.
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ROLL OF HONOUR.

Our lienris, our hoped fre all with thee,

Ot ieari, one lol, our prasiers, our (enrs;
phant

Are"all' wieh thee.

oro an”With dhee.
Longfellow

Invalided | N. € NAPIER, Alfredfon
N W. J. JORDAN, Nzaruawahin,
of Sprivefield, Invalided | G " SOOIRES, Pafrview

D. CARTBR la
% MURDO MeKINZIB, Dunrobin
e W. H. BLACKIB, Ryal Bush
R eeti TuaBs! =V inyg, Hiny

N. GIDLEY. Christehureh, R. M. HAMILTON, Bitrick
SILLIFANT, Cliristebureh A E. CURRID, Mauneatu

1 ARSHALIL, Maungotua,

B e i Wathau Downs.

T. . PEARSON, Clundelands. ;

K. E. HARRIS, Te Kowhol. Wounded ! S0; Makis e

J. P. IRELAND, Te Kowhal R H\l }lﬂx‘l’;‘"li;:f' Chalmers,

G. R. WILLIS Pukekobe " il

A. ECKROYD, St Albans, Christebured, e e

S CDRTIS Baomilie J. MORGAN, Darnevirke.

W. G. DONALD, Brookside. . e

k1. HONDRE, Ot ALBEX. MAITLAND, Orarl. Killed in action.
E JEFFERY, Opotiki Died in Bept A. R. BATES, Kaponga.

3. B. ARMSTRONG, Opotiki. D e e Ea

& EOGERE, (Onotii 3. HARRISON, Waipahi.

C. BICENELL, Greytown. Killed in action. | gy, peCALL. Wallacetown. Killed'in action.
P. OTOWAY. Peatherston. Killed fn action. | o' 1 SHAW, Dometr.

G. NAPIER, Alfredton

1917-18 PRICE-LIST

ITALIAN QUEENS.

PRICES :

l 2 3 4 5
Uni 11/- 16/- 20/ 251-
wlm g nLestad——l, extra per Queen
‘este 18/- 25/- 33/- 40/-
Seleot Teated 17 22/6
Breedens 20/-

Queens guaranteed free from all disease, and bred from pure stock,
which KVEVeaT soTeELE Tor T ilrscsdiecn Tsemse resisting, good working,
and non-swarming qualities,

Ninety-five per cent. of untested Queens guaranteed purely mated.

TERMS : —Nett cash with order.  Cheques to have exchange
added.

l‘ 0. Order Office, Tapanui.

ested Queens for delivery from October Ist; untested from about
Novauter S0L1 i caan o March, 1918,

NOTE,—Owing to high cost of all material, no reductions can be
allowed on Jist prices for larger quantitics

Postal Address :

R. STEWART,

CROOKSTON, OTAGO.



1,108 N BEEKEEPERS! Joumyyy,

New Zealand Go-operatiye
Honey Producers’ Asso,

IL/TD.,

HAWERA.

The following Cable came to hand after the

inside part of the Journal was printed :
L]

“Sold all First Grade
Honey afloat 140/-”

“BRISTOL & DOMINION™

This is what the N.Z. Beekeepers
get through Co-operation ?

Will you help us to still better
results ?
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BEEKEEPING IS PROFITABLE

WITH

Alliance Hives & Supplies.

Now is the time to Order

EXTRACTORS

HONEY KNIVES [}

LEA STEAM HEATED
KNIVES

BAINES CAPPING MELTERS

GILSON MOTORS

BENTALL BRITISH MOTOR

HONEY POTS

HONEY TINS, Etc.

Wire your requirements and we will
quote by return, delivered to any part
of New Zealand.

ALLIANGE BOX GO.,

LIMITED,

P.O. BOX 572 - ' DUNEDIN

TELEGRAMS—"BRICKELL,” DUNEDIN,

Distributing Agents in all parts of the Dominion.
Write us for information on any phase of Bee Culture or on the
Marketing Conditions for Honey.

Printed and Publisied by Stone, 8on & Co., Ltl., Dunedin, for tho N.Z.
Deckeepers’ Association.  January lst, 1018,



