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ITALIANQUEENS
From Root’s Famous Long Tongued ©

Red Clover Strain

THESE ARE THE BEES THAT FILL

THE SUPERS AND THE POCKETS. y
SAFE ARRIVAL GUABARIEED.2.

PRICES. Untestea ~ a or 1S/-

vite, | Tested ~ - 20- 3a)

to WILMER STREET ~ CHRISTCHURCH.

TO BEEKEEPERS.
Study your own interest and communicate with

us. We make a Bee Hive unsurpassed for excel-

lence in Design, Material and Workmanship.

We supply in the flat, painted and made up, or

will supply the timber dressed ready to cut to lengths.
We rail to any part of the North Island.

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION.

HaweraSash & DoorFactory,
QUINBROS.,PROPRIETORS,

BOX 55 - HAWERA.

NICHOLAS’ "4x48,

APIARIES.
We are now very busy making up Foundation Comb, and

advise all who require their Wax made up 2
forward at once,

Put your name and address on each packag
Every Sheet guaranteed of superior quality,and free from

any Bee diseases,

PRICE, 8d, per lb., medium brood,

NOTE ADDRESS:

4 Caledonia St., Hawera.
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EDITORIAL. Since the retirement of Mr. I. Hopkins,
Will those subseribers who have com-|the office of C bas not

plained to the Editor of the absence of|been filled, and we think it is quite
name or address where they are to send|time the attention of the Minister was

their subscriptions for the Journal kindly|“ta@wnto this fact. We know that Mr.

cast their eyes over this first page, where| Kirk, of the Department of Agriculture,
they will find it mentioned three times. We|W®S approached at the time of the last
sent out 100 notices ro

overduesubserip- Conference, and stated he could hold out

tions, and have

Feceiveda fair number of little hope of appointment at present, but

roplies, six of whom gave us ihe advice| Vould support tho proposal
Reet would be,better if wo indicated| conditions prevail, "Thisis bandly a. fair

where tliey were to send the subscriptions| “isposal of the question: our industry is

to. Whilst appreciating the advice given,|ot standing still; it is, we think, im
We suggest they aro a bit late. Appar:|Proportion making’ as muchheadwayas

entlyaddressing the wrapper in red ink|®8¥ im the country. Mr. Pope,

> —5 a a

when normal

is not suflicionl to bring some of onr|Felary to the Department of griccltare,to tho mark with their sub-|im his address at the opening of last Con.

It wants, as one man puts it,| ference, said ‘he was looking forward to

lo ink—i.c., no Journal at all—|® big increase in the industry;it was

aud over fifty will aeapaanebe wonder-] Sing to of very great importance as

ing why it does not come along this month,}@ secondary industry.’’ Woe entirely agree,
We do not ran the Journal from any|Mr. Pope, and would point out that one

philanthropic motive: we expect those who| firm that handles honey alone increased
Poceive it to pay the subscription, or to] its returns lust year from £8,000 to £17,000,
instruct us to discontinue sending. We are| 80 vou will not get any serious eye trouble

not going to carry a lor of dead-heads on| throughgazing into the dim distant future

our list, If two reminders are not sufi-| for the big increase vou were looking for.

cient, the Journal will not be sent,
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Government has urged all producers

Met spare themselves in their effortsto
produes as much foodstuffs as possidte,

bud producers of a commodity

that takes the place of the food that is
in shortest supply—viz., sugar. Our honey

is being waited for in the Old Country to

replace suger ;

.

people to whom every help and considera:

tion should be given.
we are too modest: we keep bees, and sort

Of apologise to the person who asks us

What we do fora living. Up to very re-

cently our price was modest—3'd. or 4d.

per lb. for the finest foodstuff produced on

this earth. We pay our inspectors
modestly, less than a man can carn using

a pick and shovel; the whole industry is

so wrapped up in modesty that the majority
of people do not know it exists. If reports
be true, the inspectors are so modest

they will not visit a district or beekeeper
without at least a year or two has passed
since the previous cull. Therefore, we

think it is time we dropped this virtue

and adopted a, little ‘push.’

WE WANT A CHUEF APTARTST AP-

POINTED! The growth of the industry
warrants it; the state of the industry de-

mands it; the whole of the industry is

emphatic that the time is now ripe for it

for the following reasons:—At present we

have no fully qualified beekeeper to whom

we can appeal in a dispute where the kaow-

ledge and experience of such a man is

necessary, For example. the case of faulty

grading. Had we a Chief Apiarist, the

matter could have heen settled very simply
and with little expense: he himself would

have gone and graded the honey. But

under present conditions the only thing to

be done was to send the three other graders
down, necessitating considerable expense,

the work in their own districts held up,
and their unpleasant task of condemning
the work of a fellow-offiver. Take another

side of the question—that of box-hives
and disease existing in a district. We get
a letter complaining of both. The Depart-
ment is advised, and probably the inspeetor
is questioned, but as he is the one on

whom the report reflects, he uaturally
makes his case good, and we all should

probably do the same; but a Chief Apiarist
could go himself and investigate if neces-

sory.
. . “ *

Then tho system (?) of inspeetion, We

supply the inspectors with the most up-to-
date means of locomotion to enable them

to get round their districts, and that is
about all there is in it.

like: some districts get
ts; others get none, We

aro told
i

impossible to get through
the district in reasonable time, and wo

quite believe it. You ean do very little of

anything without system, and that is just
the fault of the inspection, Wo have had

visits from the inspeetors one month, and

in a short time found they were in the

district again. Wo believe there is ample
time for an inspector to get round the
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The whole trouble is} we

They go when | his
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lose sight of the fact that they havo

twelve months to do their work in. Tho

only, work that should bring them to their

headquarters is grading, which would mean

one or two days at the most once a month,
By working the extreme ends of their dis.

tricts in the fine months of the year, to

within a forty-inile radius of headquarters
to be worked in the more unsettled part,

‘aro convinced there would be very

little left not visited by the end of the

year, ‘‘But,’’ says one, ‘‘how about all

tho correspondence that would accumulate

whilst they were away?’’ There need be

very little correspondence addressed to the

inspectors, All matters bearing upon their

work would be dealt with by the chief.

It is absurd that these men should be

stuck in their offices answering Ictters,
when their place is on tho road doing the

work they were appointed to do—inspect-
ing and instrueting. Just here we wish to

state that we are not criticising the men,

Please understand clearly it is the system
or conditions as they now are that we are

diseussing, and in giving tho examples to

emphasise our point, nothing personal is

intended, or to be taken in that way. Ono

inspector has taken tho office of Vice-

President of a local Branch, and has at

tended two meetings. The first, meant a

trip of eighty miles, the second sixty miles

over the same ground; then double this

mileage to get back to headquarters, and

we have the time and expense incurred for

a 280-mile trip, and that on a job right
outside the work an inspector is appointed
to do, The Auckland inspector has the

Ruakura Apiary under bis wing, also the

apiary being built up at Tauranga, neces-

sitating frequent trips to them both. By
the way, we do not know why the latter

has been brought into existence. How ean

wo get the full value of an efficient system
of inspection under these conditions? Do

not jnst these two illustrations show that

we are working on wrong lines?

* * * *

We learn that 3,800 beekeepers have

registered to date, and the list is far from

complete, Byen at this number it means

that the inspectors will have to make

double the visits they have done up to

the present. How are they going to be

managed without a well-planned system,
and who is to arrange this and sec it 1s

earried out? As we understand it, the

registration of apiaries was brought in to

assist, and enable the inspectors to carry
out their work more effectually; and you
are going to turn the whole business into
a faree if you compel a man to register
his spiary so that inspection enn bo made,

and then do the work once in two or three

years, What benefit is this excellent pro-
vision of registration going to be without

very different methods heing adopted by
tho inspectors? Tt is only reasonable to

suppose that the Department of Hortiewl
ture, which compelled the registration of
one-tree orchards, hag got quite as much
as if ean do with systematising the inspec
tion of them, because where one person
keeps a hive of bees, thero is hardly a

Whole of his distriet in the year. Do not garden in the country that has not a fruit
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treo in it; so under these comditions where
shall wo come in? Tf the law is going to

bo of any uso at all to us, it wants a man

who can givo his whole timo to the super-
vision and instruction of the staff under

him to seo the industry gets the benefit

it is capable of giving.
* * . .

Woe believe we are correct in sayin
that beekeeping is the only branch. in-

dustry that bas not a Chief Expert, and

we strongly object to the invidious dis-

tinction. We suggest that the Bxecutive

discuss this matter at their meeting in

Fobruary, and, if possible, a deputation
wait on Mr. Kirk and the Minister, urging
the importance of the appointment we

want. We may or

ny
not get what we

want by so doing, but we certainly shall

not get anything by sitting still; whereas
by continually hammering aw: these

tongh-hided gentlemen, there

possibility of getting  satisfacti

only do it hard enoughandoften enongh.
TO WHOMIT MAY CONCERN.—wn| >.

WANT A CHIEF APIARIST, and he to

be a | Wine!
ThemintyMarket—Thelatest news of

our honey on the English market, as pub-
lished in the last issue, came at the

jeventh hour; in fact, we did not think

we should get it in, so could not comment

on it. And what news! 140/- per cwt.!

1/3 per lb! Whew! Not bad, says the

mar outside the H. but how does it

comyare
with the prices quoted on the

ket? Wo will give a copy of a cable

publishedin the December ‘‘Gleanings,’'
sent them by Messrs. Taylor and Co..

Liverpool, dated November 2Ist:—‘‘Best

quality extracted honey, 24 to 26 cen

te 1b.,’’ which is 1/- to 1/1. Therefore

urfriends aro realising 2d. to 3d more

than,the. Intest quotation. Does it need

any comment?We think not.

Last month we gave a copy of a letter
received from a firm in Wellington that
was offering Sc per Ib. f.o.b., which we

found had been sent all over the country
to commercial beemen. ‘he itor re-

egived a number of them from

eensbers,and the comments on themwere most ple:
ing:—‘‘We burnt ours.’” ‘We are Mick
imgto the H.P.A.’’ ‘‘No good to us’? are

samples. Bully! The Editor wrote the

firm, asking for full particulars of tho offer,
if the advance was without recourse, what
commission was being charged, &e., &e.
"Pho reply, which is published elsewhere, is

interesting. The advance offered is with

recourse, and subject to interest, commis-

sion, and agents’ usual deductions, the

shipper to mako his own arrangements for

shipping, The remark of one of our friends
will fit in here:—‘‘Tt is no good to us!’
The B. and D. have increased their advance
to 9d,, and have guaranteed over 6d. for

threo years after the war, provided they
get the loyal support of the beekeepers
pending that happy event; but if they are

not treated loyally by b given every
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splendid offer will be withdrawn, and it
will be to our lasting shame and loss if it
is. For, think, are there any other pro-ducers on this earth who can say with
absolute certainty and confidence that they
will for three years after the war get
50 per cent. more for their produce than

pre-war price? It remains entirely with
the beekeepers themselves whether they
will have their industry resting on such
a splendid basis or not. Even to-day we

learn that one 5-6 ton man has sold his

ontpat to a local merchant at 44d. per
1b, and we have a letter before us from
an Auckland broker who, in reply to a

quotation from a beekeeper at 8d. per lb.,
states that he picked up a ton in Dunedin
at 614d., f.0.b., which goes to prove the

absolute’necessity of organised co-opera-
ion. Even with that organisation the

industry will always be handicapped by
the aetion of disloyal members, who will
do anderhand work at the expense of their

loyal brethren. One man in Taranaki, who

is in a fairly large way, sold his crop last

ear outside the HLP.A., to whom he had

pledged his support, for 5d. per Ib. We

hope he will feel pleased and congratulate
himself on his dirty work when he finds

that loyalty would havo meant 2d. or more

Tb. to him. How can the directors

of the H.P.A. build solidly when they have

such a rotten foundation? How can they
say to any firm ‘‘we will guarantee’? when

they have to deal with men without any
moral baekbone or sense of honesty in

fulfilment of their word? The caso quoted
is, unfortunately, not an isolated one: we

could give others.

Tho gift books we were giving to every
of! new subscriber ara exhausted, and wo can-

prevent

Eubeembers
you trying to get extra

Oor friend «Bees,QF te has written the
articles for beginners since we have hal
control of the Journal, is compelled for
health reasons to give it up. We think all

who have read those monthly instructions
will agree that we are sustaining a great

and we desire to thank our friend,
0 has given us such real help, and at

the same time to express the hope that he

will soon regain health. Now, who will
take up the work for us? It is an essen-

tial part of our Journal, and must be
carried on, and wo should appreciate an

offer from any of our experienced bee-

keepers to do the work, The Editor feels
he has about as much as he can do, other
wise he would not appeal.

ay

We were agreeably surprised at the

amount of ‘‘eopy’’ the new arrangement
of the setting would allow. It was the

first time the printers were able to use all

the matter sent, and woe are now using
some of the letters that have been held

over for lack of space, and hope this action

willspell peace between the Editor and

his contributors. We believe we can nowei

ounce of support for tho time being, that ecpe with everything sent for publication,
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with tho near certainty of it appearing the

following month. Therefore, we invite all

to send along those contributions thut have

beon held back owing to the Editor stating

that ho had moro than hesouldhandle.

As wo have souseiteathe second

volume of the Journal, we thought it would

be advisable to have the previous numbers

bound, when it occurred to us that per

haps a number of our readers would like

to do tho same, Therefore, we wrote to

onr printers for an estimate for binding
the 42 numbers in three booksof 14

and the reply is as follows:— We

be pleased to bind these at the following
rates: For not less than 50 sets Journals

in three books of 14 issues each, 4/- per
sot of three books; for 150 sets the priee
would he 3/6 per set of throe books. This

docs not allow for titling; if such is re

quired 94. per set of three books extra.’’

We feel sure that a number of our readers

would like to have their Journals boundin the manner indicated, and as it will

necessary to have the whole number goneat one time, we must know how many
will those ‘‘in favour’? please send a vd
to the Editor just saying ‘‘T will,’’ or

words to that effect, and the decision mnst

be made by the end of the month,
can then in next month's issue give all

necessary instructions re forwarding, re-

mitting cash, &. We shall want ours

titled, “andexpecteverybody will too

We learn that Mr. Barp has failed to

pass for military service; therefore we

shall not be Josing his valuable services

for whieh wo aro

glad.
Canterbury Deckeopers,note:—

The annual Field Day of the Canterbury
Beich will be ba gt $6 a piary of

Mr. Ambrose Johnston, St. Martins, Christ-
church, on Saturday, Febroury 9th, All
beekeepers and those interested in hees are

cordiallyinvited to be there.
Waikato beekeepers please

please

note:—The

annual Pield Day of the Waikato Branch
will be held at the apiary of the Ruakara
Farm of Jnstroction on Wednesday,

A
Peb:

most interesting day is
1 see latest

ping world in experi
small hives, Inrge

que ring ex

ained and results shown, & Do not
miss it.

ruary 13th.

promised.
moves in

ment,

Reports from all parts seem to indicate
tht the seuson ix not going to be all thatit promised, Absence of sun in so

too much sun in others; but there is

et for a fair erop, altho woe do
not think it can powsibly be a

48 it promised earlier in tho se:

tis; and prices as they are to-day.

We much regret to to insert
“Killed in action’? against the name of
D. Crawford, Waikoikoi, in our Roll of
Honour, We extend our’ sympathy to the
bereaved relatives,

i

have

We pilferedload of honoy,

RS’ JOURNAL.

Beekeepingfor Beginners,

MONTHLY INSTRUCTIONS.—PERB.
RUARY.
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these Instrnetions conform to the sensong
4 Distr aan allowance must

differen lalitude Nerii

‘soawerageHeeentonin the exter

ledeariler,
and tn Southlandtree weeks Inter,

END OF SEASON.

Our New Zealand honey senson practic-
ally ends with tho Inst of this month—

sometimes a little earlier and sometimes,
though rarely, it extends into the first

in Mareh. In any ease, it is not

for beginners to judgo of tho

approach of the close of the season. Ono

of the surest signs is the commeneement

slaughtering season, when the
. Another is

that the bees in tho afteraaons aro more

or less idle, and numbers of idlers are to

bo seen prowlingaround tho junctions of

thesurplus honey boxes on different hives

bg an entrance to get away with a

‘At such times it

is best and safest to do all tho manipula-
tionof hives before noon, while the bees
are busy. Usually when tho season is giv-
ing out there is some nectar to be gathered
during the forenoon, and robbers will not

interofero at that time.
There is time in a favourable season

for a good deal of honey to be gathered
during the first three weeks of the month,
especially if nice refreshing rains come to:

brighten’ up tho forage.

SUPERSEDING QUEENS.
‘This ia the last and, in many respects,

the best month for superseding queens that
have passed or aro near tho end of their
most serviceable d Oneo passed, they
deteriorate very rapidly in this climate,
and are likely o succumb during the fol-

lowing winter or carly spring, ‘They also

us 2 rule cease breeding carly in autumn,
when it is fo our advantage that thoy
should keep breeding right up to the time

they are fixed up for winter (in May), so

{haf there may be plenty of young bees
in the hive in tho following spring. Later
on the changing of queens after the drones
are killed is vory risky, exeept in the
hands of very experionead men

TAKING OFF THE LAST HONBY.,

As much of the surplus honey should be
removed trom tho hivosts possiblo betore
the close of the season, taking enro nob
to deprive too closely. is a mistake
{o loavo much of. this work HL robhors
are active, Should, however, this bo um

avoidable, the use of

PORTER BAB WSCAP RS

Will be found indispensable to comfortable
worldng, These enn be obtained from hive
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manufacturers, and the method of using
thom is very ‘simple. They are best put
on the hives from which supers of honey
are to bo removed late in the afternoon

or evening; the super is lifted wp and the

eseape board put underneath right side up,

and the super placed upon it. Before

morning the bees will have passed through

theeseipe into the lower boxes, whenthe

er whole ean be removed right
fntothe honey-house clear of bees. There

ia, however, one condition necessary to

snecess—thero must be no brood or

eggsin tho super, or it won’t work, as the

nurse bees would remain with them.

MANIPULATING SECTIONS,

Beginn2rs working foz comb honey must

look “outnot to have many half-fnishe-!

sections left over at end of season, Start

at onco and work your unfinished or partly
finished sections on strongest
colonies, removing them

replacing them with others to finish, letting
the weaker colonies store what they gather
in largo combs.

NOVE—I aw very reluctantly compelled,
owing to indifferent health lately, to give

up as much writing as possible, T have

asked the Editor to relieve me
from

writing these ‘Monthly Instructions,’
and I rlo hope someone will tuke my plac
Bnd give their ussistanco to tha ‘Bditor,
as ho has much more to do than formerly.
T promised the Editor [ would start tho

“Boginners’ Column’? for him, and hav

ing now fulfilled my promise, with the hope
that the little T have done has met with

approval, I will now take my leave,

BEES.

Comments on PassingBee

Events.
By CRITIC,

[These Commonts, bo Lt understood, are m

fo be neceptod in the Hight that “Oritto” thinks
Hows everything ubout bees, because he

G ‘and. never ea hey are,

1» in some small way the

austrye

ended to

nt ot ole

Allow

eonsidor tho re-arrangemont of the Journal
in an improvement, in aa much that sab

seribors will got mora for their money,
and you will not likely bo badgered &

Much in having to hold over correspondence
80 long as praviously

January Tssne — Edtitorial — Grading
foney,—Yon havo cortainly thrashed. this

Mattor out almost to a frazales at the same

mo first of all to remark that 1)

time, I am far from agreeing with much
of your contention, You object in the
first placo to the points allotted to flavour
and colour, and ask, ‘(What is the stam

dard of flavour for any particular class of

honey?!! In my opinion you have asked a

question that no one, grader or

ot,
could

answer precisely; he could only stato in

a general manucr the differencebetween
what wo usually term clover honey, and,

ti-tree honey, unless either had, which

js unusual, a very distinct flavour of some-

thing he was familiar with. The reply,
thing, ja most cases wouldbo that ond bad
a mild and the other a strong flavour,
which would be unintelligible to one un-

accustomed to eating honey. It is only
necessary that a grader should have a

‘‘standard,’? and be able to detect and

place the samples of honey that came be-

‘ore him in their proper relative positions
or grades to that standard.

Now, on what basis should we set that

standard? As commercial beekeepers we,

of course, set_the standard (meaning, of

course, the highest grade all

honey is graded) on that cliss of honey
which is in most demand and fetches the

highest price. You say, ‘if you tnke your
standard,’’ ete. as if the Standard
matter of toss mp,we have no choice

standard is the market, and we

havo to aecept Sigguutaverwe ving thane

Shout it, You will admit
that

the
bo a standard; then on wha'

he anges, sisudarl cust othe honeys out

of their proper grades? This needs ex-

pluining. am afraid the comparativetables between butter and hone
drawn up ean make no

difference
in favour

of your contention; neither do I think

You are quito correct in some of your
remarks. You say flavour, colour and aroma

of honey are controlled by bees only. Do

you not think it would bo more correct to

say these depend entirely upon the flora
in the district in which tho honey is raised,

allowing for a variation according to the

season, and that the bees aro only th
Inbourers that gather itt Take bees’ awa

from clover, and set them down wher there
is flax, ti-tree, ete, and uo clover, the
flavour of the honey gathered, together
with colour and aroma, would be changed
altogether, not by the bees, but by the

ehaoge in their environment.

Now, as to colour, You think the grad-
ing points givon for this as ‘unnecessary.
T am surprised at this, seeing that you
aro repeatedly the words

‘ight amber’! in reference to the highest
prices and the greatest demand in Britain,

Colour bus always been one of the chiet

requirements (light amber) on the British

rkets, and there can be no

ay from it. Good colour, aa a

general rule, accompanies good flavour. As

to whether the grading points can be al-

tered to advantage or not is quite another

question, which our graders, with their

experiance, shoutd
be best able: to settle,

Tt 1 we T would be in favour of

Aetuinlog (he SO -points. for Boyour ani

colour, but would be strongly. inclined

to allot 30 to flavour and 20° to colour.to



colour, as you suggest, and
e outene

lose more than half its
grading would

value.

Page 7—Bartlett-Miller Comb and Cap-

pings Melter—Thiy melter is spoken well
; Root in the last edition of the

“4 BC,’ and he should be more experi

enced in’ these things than most of us. 1

am not competent fo pass an opinion by
the text matter, as I have had

experience of only the Baines melter. I

would suggest that Mr, Miller take one

to the coming ‘field day’? at Ruakura,
and have it at work.

Pages 10-11—Hive on Scales.—Mr.

Allan's article is very interesting, and

his remarks on the advantages of a senle

colony, or a colony on scales, should in.

duce others to follow bis example. Tho

schemo is interesting, and conveys much to

give thought to what wo should otherwise
miss. The first beekeeper in New Zealand

to my knowledge who kept a hive on

seales during the honey season was Mr.

Joseph Karl, of Ohaupo, Waikato. It was

either in 1884 or 1885 he sent me a short

report of a remarknblo increase in weight
of this hive during three days—the first

day 17 Ibs., the second day 19 Ibs., and

the third day 17 Ibs, making a difference

for the three days of 53 Ibs. to the good.

Page 12—Raismg Queen Cells—The

method Mr. Walworth epeaks of as Dr.

Miller’s plan of raising cells is as old as

the hills, and was the one in general prac-
tiee before the transferring plan cameinto

dis generally known as the

plan to distinguish it from the
vogue, a

“Alley”?
other.

Page 13—Poisonous Honey.—There has

always been a good deal of this gathered
in parts of the Bay of Plenty at certain

seasons, especially in the autumn, when the

Waoriki (Ranunculns rivnlaris)—the na-

tive buttereup—is in blossom. Honey
freshly gathered after February in the

swampy parts of the Bay should be kept
exposed for a few weeks, when the poi-
sonous matter, being of a volatile nature,
will have passed off.

A Correction—On page 5

Jnst issue, I am made to sa

It should be Mr, ‘‘Lenz.’?

Your comments on our remarks on

Grading, friend ‘‘Critie,’’ are just what
we wanted. You do not agree with us,
nor we with you, on many points, You
have difficulty in defining the ‘‘standard,’’
and you take it to be the honey that is

chiefly called for—light amber. But that
colour is not the ‘standard’? in somo of
the markets to whieh our honey goes, Tt
is in London where the merchants have
made it so. But in Liverpool, accordin
to a letter wo received from Taylor & Co.
on a sample of Taranaki honey sent them
for a report of the market value, white

honey is the ‘standard’? there, ‘Tn the
North of England and Scotland the ‘‘stan-

first paragraph
Mr. “Levy.”

dard’? is again different, where, to our

own knowledge, a lady, on seeing’a jar of
white granulated honey, said, “That
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is not .honey; that is made with sugay
and water.’ They want medium and dark
full flavoured honey up there; so how aro

we to fix light amber as the one colour

by which all honey should be graded? Your

suggestion that 20 points should be allotted
for colour: This would mean that instead
of the dark amber honey we gave as an

example grading 8% out of 10, would

grade that number out of 20, thereby put
ting it out of a decent grado altogether,
You would in grading light amber havo «

medium of 15 to 20 points; your mediun
amber would range from 10 to 15, and your
dark from 5 to 10, However, this is noi

a question to be deciled by we two. The

object of our remarks was that the matter

be discussed by the readers, and we hopo
w | get more opinions on it, Thero
is just one other matter in your Comments
that we should like to remark on, You

suggest that wo are wrong in stating that
@ bees are responsible for the colour of

the honey, stating that it would bo more

correet to say the flora on which the bees
work is responsible. This seems to us to

be a distinetion with very littlo difference,
Friends, we apologise for thus misleading
you. Cute beggar, this ‘‘

Critie,’’—Bd,]

District Reports.
TARANAKI.

Since my Inst notes the season has been
rather disappointing. From 15th December
till Christmas we experienced heavy
winds.

‘The weather improved after Christmas,
but the flow was not very heavy, as the

pastures were too dry and the weather
inclined to be cool

Since 10th January we have had chiefly
wet weather. The clover is coming away
well, and the rain should lengthen the

season, and give us a heavy flow now on.

There is still time to get a erop well
above the average, and tho one deciding
factor will the amount of warm

weather between now and the middle of

February, as the bees are strong and tho

pastures are fr

Those intending to re-queen will be ablo
to do so without loss of erop during Peb-

ruary and Mareb, here is no better plan
in Taranaki than the ripo eell plan—that
is, Ill the old queen, and two days Inter

give them a ripe cell, During thoir brood-
Jess period they will store a larger amount

of honey than a queen right colony, ani
will not’ go into winter too strong in’ bees,
this boing an advantngo, as strong colo:
nies build up too early a8 a rule in
Taranaki,

If, R, PENNY,
16/1/18, Okaiawa.

* * *

“OANTERBURY TALES, '?

(By BE, G, WARD,)
T am boginning to wonder if Canterbury

beekeepors’ hopes of a erop are to he

again dashed to the ground, T am spent
ing of tho Ellesmore district in particulnr,



Feb. 1, 1918.)

und although [ have no evidence, E faney
the Peninsula members of tho craft cannot

be any better off, ‘The weather in tho

month’ of December was simply vile. The

first half was wet, and the rain was wel-

come; but the latter half was marked by
cold winds and dull weather most of the

time,

Since the New Year it has been warmer,
and there is considerable humidity pre~

sent, but wo haye not yet had that settled
sunshiny weather which bees delight in

There has been just aboot onough honey
coming in to stimulate brood-rearing to
the utmost, and swarming is now the order

of the day. At Mr, Gidley’s apiary I

doubt if there is any more honey in the

hives than there was a month or five

weeks ago. I have never seen clover look-

ing better, and still hope for the best.

Every condition is right for a good crop

except that we want the heat.

“‘Better late than nover’’ is a good
motto, but ‘‘better not be late’? ought
to be kept steadily in view. These re

marks are prompted by the receipt from

Hawern of a circular in reference to the

kind of second-hand petrol tins which are

recommenced for the packing of honey
for export. It seems to ma to be a waste

of good printer’s ink {o send a notice now

Anyone who anticipated a crop of decent

proportions must have secured containers

long ago if ho did not expeet to be left in

the Jureh, Wo are now told brands will

not be objected to, and that the whole

of the top need not be ent out. Why is
this thus? Some time ago we were par-
tienlarly asked not to use tins which were

branded, and that the.top was to be en-

tirely removed and a new ono substituted
with a press-in lid. Speaking for myself,
I went to endless trouble to get tins free
from brands, and have put in entirely new

tops at double the cost of a ring and lid,
and now find it was unnecessa’ now

several others who have done likewise. I

confessit is a conundrum, and I ‘give it

up.’

Readers will perhaps remember T pro-
mised to give the result of my experience
in queen-rearing by the Latham method
if I tried it. Well, I have tried it—for
tho first and last time. Here is my story.
T selected the hest colony T had, so as to

be sure of getting a good result. There
was a fair honey flow at the time, but

still taking no chances, T fed (or, rather,
tried to feod).The colony was in a three:
storey hive, and I had previously put five

frames of brood above the excluder, and

this was all sealed, and much of it hateh-

ing. I followed directions by removing
the quoen and all the brood except two

to a new stand, There was so much brood

that after filling the ton-frame body which

contained the qneon, T still had two left,
but as these were all sealed T decided to

leave them with the bees which were to

vonr this wonderful batch of queens Tt

was stated in Latham’s articlo that the
secret of success was in ‘concentration,’
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whichwould hold 50-ccll cups, I thought,
‘‘if I give them 50 and they rear thatnumber I call the plan a success.’’ I
had tho Inck to find three cells of royal
jolly, and joyfully went to my best breeder
and pulled down another three-storey hive
lo get some nice young grubs. I grafted
the cells, and gave them to the queen-
tearing colony with abont a quart. of

syrup. There was such a hivo of bees
that they ‘‘hung ont’? even in the two-

storey hive I had them in. On looking
next day I found every cell cleaned out,
and mot an ounce of the feed taken. Think-

ing the holes in tho feeder were too small,
| enlarged them, and gave the bees another
50 grubs, as per adventure they have not
been queenless long enough, thought I. No

go! All cleaned out again, and still no

feed taken, and bees loafing all day. Well,
I tried them a third time, with the same

result, so I decided to put the queen and
brood back. All the time this pantomime
was going on the wholo apiary was in an

uproar with bees flying round and ‘‘ery-
ing’? for their mother and tho ‘‘babies.'’

Thoy almost seemed as though they knew

was the ‘‘brute’’ responsible, for

lieve I got more stings at that hive than
from any other dozen put together. Tt was

a ‘sight for sore eyes’! to note their joy
when mother and tho babies came back
and the way they ‘‘wagged their tails’?

and ‘all walked into the shop’? was a

treat to see. After this I decided to try
them once more, so IT gave them fifty more

grubs and more feed. They got to work

fad started nincteen.

To compare results with the Doolittle

plan, I gave another hive thirty grafted
cells, and this hive reared thirteen nice

queens. In this case T did not make any

special preparation, and the result is

nothing to

Honsabout, but has strength-
ened my bel n the Doolittle plan.

Doolittle‘pointsout in ‘‘Seientifie

Queen Rearing’’ that his aim was to adhere
as closely as possible to Nature’s plan.

After thinking over the Latham method
T came to the conclusion that it was com-

pletely opposed to Nature. Under natural
couditions a colony is not suddenly ¢e-

prived of queen and all brood, boncewhen
mau in his wisdom brings about t
ditions he is working in  opposi
Naiure, and fails.

T seo by last ‘@leanings’’ that queen-
breeders in America have had a very bad

season, I can heartily sympathise with

them, for tho conditions in my district
have heen the worst I have known. T[ put
ont thirty virgins, and got nine mated.

Yot someone said at last Conference queens
conld bo reared for a shilling or half-a-

crown, if my memory serves mo right.

The date for field day of the Canter

bary Branch of the National has been fixod

tor Saturday, 9th February. I hope to see

& good attendance and meet tho ‘big
guns."? p

:

T havo not seen any official programmo,

so T mado a framo with a wide top bar but understand that a number of addressos
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and some impo:
: d for, i

havo boen arranged for,
and some imhry

tant mattors relating to

We discussed.

WATRARAPA,

secontl ting of the Wairarapa

pant ofthe National Association was
held. at Masterton on Sth December,1917,
Mr. R. 1, Nelson, President, in tho chair.

to illness the seeretary (Mr. Y.

mee

N

Owing a
a ‘as unable to be present, Mr.

FA, Tacobsenfilling the office for the

meeting.
Mr. 'T, W. Kirk, of the Department of

Agriculture, wired regretting that be was
unablo to be present.

;Aftor the mimutes of the previous meet-

ing had been read and confirmed, Mr.
Jacobsen gave the regulations governing
the use of petrol tins for exporting honey,
which prompted considerable discussion.

The President then addressed the meet-

ing, urging organisation and co-operation
amongst the beekeepers, as it was only by

colleetive effort that the industry could be

made a really profitable one.

Mr. Rusell asked for partienlars ro the

alleged irregularity of the graders, to which

Mr. Jacobsen replied, explaining the

method used in grading, which gave satis-

faction to the members.

Mr. H. W. Gilling, of the H.P.A., then

gave an address on the work of that Asso-

was accorded a hearty voteciation, an

of thanks,

It was proposed that the next meeting
be heldin

Pahi

ight names were submitted for mem-

bership and accepted.
The meeting expressed the hope that the

secretary would soon be fully restored to
health.

At 2.30 pm. Mr. F. A. Jacobsen gave a

demonstration on ‘Bees und Beckecping,”?
on whieh a good discnssion followed, the
demonstrator being given a hearty ‘vote
of thanks,

Y. H. BENTON.

[We would draw the attention of the
other Branches to the excellent iden var.
ried oat by this our youngest Branch—
viz. having their mectings in differnt
parts of the district, Their first was tho
southern ond, Featherston; the second, con.

tral,Masterto
j the next to be at the nor-

hern end, Pahiat # drawhaele
in local Branches n that meetings

tre, the outlying
ing able to

only get tired of paying their subscriptions and taking no partin the deliberations, But you hold n weet
ing in their part of the

é f

then, and you
mombers a’ y,

va. The chi
has by

are always held in tho e

members in most en:

attend, ¢

join; the needs of
h ns prevalences of

&e,, ean bo dis.
onmend the practies
he older Branehe

We heartily e¢

‘ommittees of t
to the €

Bd.)
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Beekeepers’Exchange.
S this Page willbeADVERTISEMENTSon

"

rate of 2/- per 36 words
Inserted a I rnserthin

in Mareh), 120 COLONTHS

ee A ibs; 10-framo hives; good

sejor, in Brst-class sure crop district; beos

free nf foul-brood; Treason for sale poor

health.—Adaressbe ’

e/o Editor,

WANTED, an ASSISTANT on a model

. J. CLAYTON,
Rangitata.

OR SALE (at Conclusion of Season),ANUPTODATE APIARY BUSTNESS
of 600 Colonies as a going concern; saw

bench, S-frame extractor, engine, &e.; or

Bees in any quantity, railed to any station,

Or, Wanted, AN BXPERIENCED MAN

to work same on liberal shares,

Also, for delivory in February, a limited
number of 12 ‘months old TESTED
ITALIAN QUEENS, at 2/6 cach,

Wo intend re-queening every colony, and

these queens are just the thing’ for
amatours to Ttalianlso with.

Pleaso order early in February.
PENNY BROS,

Okaiawa, Taranaki.

Answersto Correspondents.
M., Eltham.—We do not agree with

your suggestions, and the fact that you
aceuso us of putting in the Journal
‘trashy stuff” rather interferes with
aeeepting any help from you, You. have
the distinction of being the only ono

to complain of tho articles that havo ap-
peared, and wo are quite willing to give
you the opportunity of showing us wha

‘<quality”” really is over your own name,

J. A. Wyndbam.—vVery many thanks for
your appreciative rems

of style. Tt eo

we hopo all

improvement.

pleased us, andni
our friends think it is an

A Indy visitor to tho Bast Bnd askLy visita Rast End asked «!
Poor woman:—Wherg did you

get that
Deautiful black eye, Mrs, Hawking?!”“Tt
ae ie sult of n trifin? haltereation

dear}? 6

a wiekod
“Not at fs

be!’
mum’ retarted tho other,

woody
HI,

with dignit
’o’s a paffoe
hassure you
black oy

whing ix ‘nasty, but

{gentleananat Teart, 1 ean

MassAiler"0/0 givo mo this
° sat “oldin’ a eold frying-pan

hupwardsof a hour actete?,

ae A
battention

long w'y toward malin
apy, mu 1

found it youre Mamas Ldessay you's
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Experiencesin Beekeeping.

(By R. H. NELSON.)
*

(Conelnded.)

Murphy and self carrind the rotten affair

pack the five miles. We also brought back

about half a bucketful of mushed np comb

and honey ‘‘to feed the bees on.’’ Thived

the bees into one of my contraptions, and

gave them a liberal dose of honey out of

the bucket. It was promptly robbed out,

and the bees joined the robbers. As there

was a honey ‘dearth, all hands had a

‘ious feed.

a tho summer advanced I noticed the

peculiar ‘‘shmell’’ that Mr. Murphy com-

plained about; but, knowing nothing what-

ever about foul-brood, I took no further

notice.

‘At the end of the season I had seven

colonies, ‘‘of a sort,’? and enongh foul

prood to keep me pretty busy for several

years if T had only known it.

‘As T had to shift the lot in the autumn

to a fino place about a mile distant, T felt

rather apprehensive about the job. 1

found an old Cockney who would help me.

Bight shillings was the bait, and as that

sum represented sixteon long heers, Cock-

ney simply conld not refuse. We got an

old spring trap, and one evening started
i

We did not secure the hives

in any way to the bottom-boards—jus
them’ into the trap as stood and

started off. The trael led throngh a river-

bed, with some fine large boulders—say,
about the size of my head. Going over I

looked over my shoulder. Jerusalem! ‘The

hives had started to cannon off each other,
and bees were streaming out ev ere.

‘“‘Whoal’’ T shouted, or words to that
effect.

“Undo the oss!” voared,

Cockney. . rop the curtain.)
Some little time afterwards when T had

stopped tho leaks (I had no bee veil on),
I sat down on tho river bank to view the

landseape, what I could seo of it, when 1
noticed an apparition coming towards me

from a clump of willows. It was tho

Cockney. He was dressed as follow:
Ho had a chaff sack Qrawn over his head
and shoulders; two holes cut for his eyes,
also two for arm-holes, a pair of woollen
socks over his hands, his sleeves tied

up with binder twine, a woollen
muftlor round his waist, and pants secured
at the bottom with binder twine. aac
waded up to where T was sitting, and
gazed at me,

‘Lor’ lnmmo, @uynor! you do look
‘andsome! Enny buddy would think you'd
been up to the’ National Sporting Club,’
chortled Cockney out of the chat® sack,

“CQoekney,’? C said out of a corner o!

my faoo, ‘this is about as funny as a

funoval,'?

“Well,

S

the

CGuvnor, T won't leave yer in
the luveh, but before Ld shift them bees

agin Td soonor go to gaol for threo
munco; yes (savagely) six monee,’”
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“‘Look here, Cockney,’ { replied, ‘*wo'll
wait until dark, and get them over the re-

mainder of tho distanec. Perhaps the

blighters won't be able to see where to

sting us at night.’?
‘hook here, Guvnor, if you bring that

ole ’oss near them bees ‘again there’s

agoin’ ter be a haccident. Tell yer wot

we'll do. We'll get a ‘and barrer and

kerry them. Old ‘Scotty’? ean go ahead

on us wiv a land tin (lantern).’”
We managed it before midnight, old

“Seotty’’ leading the procession with the

“and tin.”!

The foundation of the Wai Tapu Bee-

yard was laid, also your humble servant

about to learn some very important
lessons in self-control, instead of spending
valuable time in wandering all over the

surface of the planet.

Comb Foundation Making.

(By FRED. C. BAINES.)

Tn response to many requests from our

readers and the fact of the seareity and

high price of the manufactured article, we

have pleasure in giving theso few instrue-

tions on the art of making this indispen-
sable appliance. In addition to our own

experience, wo are giving many hints taken

from the pamphlet issued by A. [. Roos

and Co., the makers of the embossing mills.

The process is ono of the most simplo to

explain, and success ean only be gained
by experience. The method hero givon is
known as tho dipping process. Thero is

another method by which the wax sheets
can bo obtained the reqnisite thinness by
putting fairly thick slabs of wax through
smooth rollers. This, however, ean only

be worked successfnlly by men who havo

already mastered the process to be ex-

plained, which is written for the benefit
° who havo never tried their hand
at this part of apicultural work

One of the prime essentials in founda-
tion making is that the wax bo absolute!
clean of refuso and (rt; therefore a few
instructions on how to get it so will not

bo ont of place. After the wax has come

from the press it will be found more or

less ditty towards the bottom of the cakes.
These must all be rofined again by boiling
with plenty of water, anc, when

‘ip out earefully from the top of
boiler so as not stir the contents too much,
and ag soon as you see any dirt coming
ont with the wax, which Will be when

you aro nearing tho bottom of the boiler,
stop dipping, and allow what remain

cool by itself, Take particular caro to

your. tins

all close togethor, and cover them right up,
not forgetting the sides, Leave’ them

forty-eight hours at least, by which timo
tho cakes of wax will bo quite solid, and
shrank that they will como easily out of
the tins, By the way, before you sts

dipping tho wax out into the tins, put
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into then
ant of boiling wator into thom.

aboutPreventthe first dipperful cool
jiling good

ing in any way and thus spoiling

work,
Now, perhaps

is ull quite clean,

from nearly black upwards; ho

fovit all a nico yellowt'’ This
ean.oa

ger one by the uso of sulphuric acid,De
tre wants to bo very careful with tht},
hs it is easy to malo the wax very

brittle

by using too much; so please, if you err

ty ail Jet it be on the under side. The

proportions are:—5 gallons, of water,

MoO Ibs, of wax, 1 gill of acid. I use two
tablospoons of acid to about 80 Ibs. of wax,

und find it ample. Get your boiler, going
‘ith the water and wax, and when all is

‘elted rake your fire out from underneath,
<o that there is very little movement in
the wax. Now pour in your acid, which

will eause the wax to become violently

agitated, and if your fire was underneath

you will say, ‘(My wax

“mt all difierent colours

(Feb. 1, 1918,
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tensils, of
hall want the following wl 6

atT'mvemado a rough sketch:
—Onc

Whurner Perfection stove, t poiler for

1), dipping tank (Tig. 2), iron

t or iB vessel (Tig. 3), three dip-
wy 34, these to be male

g boards24 x9 x 1, nes ma

tho heart of white Lae aoa
v ithout much grain,

An

Be not go to a lot of expense to

get these. Fig. 1 is 4 carbide drum; Fig.

Fe. an cil-drom for the outside, the wax

receptacle made from half sheet galvanised
irons tho vat made from a whole sheet,
treagurements for inside vessel of dipping

tank, 24 x 10 x 6.
;

On the day you intend working, get as

eatly a start as possible, Put a ‘keroseno
tin of water in your boiler, so that you

will not burn the wax; put in your wax

which, to facilitate melting, should be

broken into fair-sized chunks; also fill the

tank with water;
the door and all

wax (ig.

ontside of the dipping
light your stovo, shut

would probably boil all over the place,
spelling disaster. I very nearly had a

serious accident tho first time I used acid,
and want you to avoid it, You will now

find the wax is a nice bright yellow, and

as soon as it has quieted down start dip-
ping, and cool as before: Rinse your
boiler thoroughly of the acid, as it eats

into metals very quickly; it will also

blister your hands and burn holes in your
clothes, so be careful.

Having got all the wax to our liking, we

shall want a room or shed that is fairly
draught proof, as we lave to raise the

temperature to 80 or 85 degrees, and keep
it there, This warmth is not very com-

forlable, but it is necessary if we are to

do good work. Personally I have had to
give up foundation-making for the reason
Tecan’ stand working in tho hot, steamy

aimorphere;but it does not affe

places where dranghts are likely to

come, so that by the time sufficient wax is

melted in tho boiler to enablo you to fil

the dipping tank, the temperature will be

getting somewhere near right, Your vat

will require to be half filled with water,

into which put two eupfuls of salt; wet

yourdipping boards, and give them a good
rubbing with salt; then leave them to

soak until ready to start. The salt acts

ay a lubricant, ‘as well as preventing the

grain from rising, Your hoards must be

absolutely smooth, without erack or

blemish, else all tho sheets of wax will
crack at that particular spot.

All ready to start? Right! Talo your
boards out of tho vat; stand them on end

to drain a bit; stand woll above tho dip-
ping tank; tako one of tho boards at tho

top with both hands; immerse quickly and
ct every-| withdraw, allowing the surplus wax to run

off; repeat the process; turn upside down
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and do tho same to the other ond. These

four dippings will give you sheets about

the right thickness for medium brood foun

dation, Drop into the vat of water; lift

ono corner of the sheet, and the whole

will peel off. To make m successful job
it is necessary that tho wax be neither too

hot nor too cold, the temperaturo required
being 165 to 1/0 degrees. If it is too

cold, there is a small film, or little spots
of cooling wax on top of the wax in the

dipping tank, also little ripples on the

sheets, and the surface of them will be

wavy and the thickness irregular. If too

hot the sheets will crack in peeling off

You can learn only by experience the im

portanse of doing the dipping at the right
temperature. By using three boards alter-

nately, standing them on end to drain after
stripping the sheets off, they will be just
about the right degree of dampness for

good work, Should the wax bo inclined

to stick on any particular part of the

boards, rub them well with salt, which

T. havo always found effectual. After a

time the water in the vat will become

quite bot; take a pailful out and replace
with cold, adding a bit more salt. You

will probably dip twenty or thirty times

before you get sheets to your satisfaction;
but do not get discouraged; stick to it,
and you will soon do good work.

Such, then, is the process of dipping,
which, if you follow out carefully, will

mean success,

Having got all our sheets in piles ready
for the embossing mill, we shall want the
mill screwed firmly to a bench or table;
another table to put, the sheets on when

through the mill; a cutting-board 16% x

7%; a thin sharp knife such as butchers

use; and the long shallow vat used for

immersing the dipping boards. Fill this

about half full of water, at a temperature
of about 110 degrees, which is the right
heat for giving thp ' necessary pliability
to the sheets. This heat will have to be
maintained by adding hot water, as it soon

cools through the cold wax sheets being put
in, The temperature of the room to be not

less than 80 degrees, You will want a

lubricant for tho rollers, and it is genor
ally conceded that soap answers tho best.

t a piece about 4 inches square into a

gallon of hot water to dissolve it

thoroughly. Now, warm your rollers by
pouring hot water over them, turning them
all the while so that they are warmed all
round, but do not make them hot. Dip

your hand into the soapy water, and mul

it over tho rollers until it has run well
into all the grooves. Drop the wooden

guide roller, take a sheet of wax from the

Vat, and insert ono end between the em-

bossers; give balf a turn, and the sheet

will be through the other side stuck on

one of the rojlers. Lift this with a blunt

pointed instrument, T Gnd the bone handle

of a tooth-brush filed down to answer

well; it must not bo anything sharp to

scratch the mill, Your assistant will then

grasp the end of the sheet between the

grippers (Fig. 4). You lift the guide
voller so that the sheet is fed above the

ombossers, and finish the rolling, As soon
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as you have six sheets through, put them
in a pile, place your eutting-board on, dip
your knife into the soapy water, and trim,
and you have tho finished article

I know few things that gave me so

much pleasure and pride as my first batch
of home-made foundation, and I hope these
few instructions will prompt others to

try their hand.

Now, just a few cautions. Do not try
and run a dry sheet through the embosser-
Tho temptation is very great, and I fell,

only to find that I had given myself about
three hours’ work in getting them clean

of wax. See there are no looso nails or

similar things adhering to the sheets, be-
cause it they get through, tho mill is badly
damaged. Keep the mill clean of littic

pieces of wax getting into the grooves:
if they get clogged, pour boiling water

over them vntil clean, but do not start

working them again until they have cooled;
also the sheet will be too soft to handle.

Experience is tha factor in making gooil
foundation; but if you never start, you wil!

never learn.

HoneyCropProspects.

The Director of the Horticulture Division

has received from the Apiary Instructors

the following report concerning the honey
crop prospects:—

Anckland.—The prospects here in the

North are still fair; but the long dry spell
has burnt up the clovers in some districts,
and unless we get a good soaking rain soon

the season will close early.

Prices are keeping up both in honey anil

wax—G, V. Westbrooke.

Wellington—The honey crop prospects
this season are bright, and although the

pasture in places is becoming dry, a few

showers will restore it to its former bright
ness. Colonies are, generally speaking, in

very good condition, and will fully avail
themselves of the opportunities of storing
nectar. Prices have again advanced, due

to co-operation among the beekeepers, and

very shortly the industry will reach a

really sound commercial footing. Honey
has ‘a great demand, both at Home anid

abroad, and people are realising its great
food value. Prices for honey in bulk

(first grade), Sd. per Ib.; beeswax (clean),
2/- per Ib.—E. A. Jacobsen,

Dunedin. indicated last month, the

prospects of a good season are excellent.

Tho latter half of December was boisterous
but the weather conditions have now

greatly improved. The recent spell of

had weather has retarded extracting. Prices

aro firm—E. A. Earp.

‘Your Address written in Red Ink means

“*Subsoription Due,’’
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Correspondence.
(vo TTB EDITOR.)

Sir,—As a constant reader of your most

neeful Journal, 1 necessarily seo all tho

pleasant and unpleasant remarks that aro

‘assed in regard to the operations of the

Bristol and Dominions Producors’ Associa-

tion on bebalf of the New Zealand Honey
Prodneers’ Association, Up to the prosent
the balance has been so even that I have

nat considered it necessary to reply to one

cor the other. As a matter of fact, owing
4o the amount of time that T have given
personally to promote the interests of the

New Zealand heckeepers in this country, T

have very little time left for newspaper
or journal correspondence.

There is an article, however, in your

September publication that in my opinion
calls for some reply, and I trust that yon
will do me the justice of allowing ‘the

necessary space.
T refer to the article written under the

heading of ‘(Stray Bees,’ by ‘‘R.B.,’’
Bay of Plenty. ITmay or may not have

had the pleasure of meeting this gentle-
man, but at time of writing I certainly
cannot call him to mind.

The particular remarks that I wish to

call attention to will be found on page
669 in the number referred to, the last

paragraph, where your correspondent quotes
from an American Bee Journal, and won-

ders ‘‘if those supposed to look after the
f

wv Zealand honey pro-hests of
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‘Thore are several reasons why T, as the

representative of the N,Z.FLP.A.and the

one ‘supposed’? to be looking after the

interests nt this end, would not tender:—

First,at tho period when these particular
contracts were made, the honey from
Jamaica, Chile, Cuba, and even California

was to bo purchased’ in 100-barrel parcels
in the neighbourhood of 80/- per ewt. cif,

any port in the United Kingdom, and J

think it is only reasonbale to believe that

this price would not be less than what, the

Government was prepared to pay for thou-

sands of barrels. fven if T am not eute

enough to ‘tale advantage’? of this in-

formation, Tam quite sure our friends tho
other side the Atlantic are; therefore, if
I had entered the lists on behalf of the

NZPA, asa tenderer for Government

requirements, it would probably havo

meant that the whole of the supplies from
New Zealand would have at the present
time been mortgaged to the Tmperial Gov-
ernment at anything between 80/- and 90/-

per ewt., when at the present time, owing
to the law of supply and demand, wo are

able to obtain as highas 115/- por ewt.
for some of the best of the Now Zealand
honey that we are at present receiving,

Secondly, and to my mind as an average
business man a most important reason—

namely, what was to become of the con

nection that wo have so well established
with so many thousands of tho best grocers
the Iength and breadth of the United

Kingdom? —Does your eorrespondent
imagine for one moment: that we ean take
these people np and drop them just asducers will take advantage of this infor

mation,’’ ete., ete

I think it is fair to assume that it is

the Bristol and Dominions Producers’ As-

sociation that is referred to as being the

ones that are supposed to look after the
interests, &e,

I should like to say right now there is

no question of ‘supposing’? in the matter.

Ever since I had the pleasure of meeting
the delogates of the New Zealand bee-

keepers and set forth my proposed scheme

them--which at the time they were

only too pleased to aceept—L have never

spured time or money in my endeavours to

promote the best interests of the New

Zealand beekeepers in the United King
dom, and T think the resulta that we

an Association have achieved are sufficient
evidence that my statement is correct.

T have on several occasions, both per.
sonally and through our New Zealand office,
requested the Executive of the Hor
Producers’ Association to delegate
someone or other who at any time may
be visiting this country to eall at this
office, when our books’ are at all times

open for inspection, ane the very fullest
information ready to be given,

11 is quite pessible that the remarks con

tained in the Ameriean Bee Journal are

at any rate partially correct; in fact, T
have reason to believe that contracts have
been made by the British Government for
quantiliéa of honey, but neither the

n Journal referred to or your cor.

respondent state at what prieo; and after
all T submit that this should ‘have some
hearing on the subj

us

we like? Thon, what about contracts that
we have made months and months ago,
before ever the present high prices were

dreamed of? joes. your correspondent
suggest that, we as straightforward trading’
agents should ignore all these? I don’t
think

At the particular
January—when wo

time—nnmely, last
@mmenced making

forward contracts for New Zealand honey,
other firms were making contracts for
other honies quite as suitable for this trade
at a much less price than we made our

contracts for; consequently, unless we had
been prepared to follow’ suit wo should
have lost the valuable connection we had
taken sueh pains to build up.

If may be news to some of your readers
to know that contracts were mado by
Amorican firma for finest Californian
honey, September-October shipments to this
country, at 6d. per Ib, f.o.b, New York.

Tf evidence of this statement ia required
it is available at our New Zealand Office.

I wonder if your correspondent remom-
bers the position the New Zealand beo-

Keepers were in in regard to marketing
their honey when their representatives
mado the first arrangement with mo some
three years ago, and when T, on behalf
of my Assoviation, guaranteed them not
Jess than 4, per Jb. f.0.b, Wellington, Mow
wera the speculators treating them then?
and how will they treat them when things
become normal agnin?

Asn matter of faet
fo guaranteo tho bee!
Jand that remain loya

'
T am now prepared

Keepers of New Zea
Ito their Assoeintion
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+ less than 60, for all. firs

gradolight amber honey for a peleaaf
firee yearsaftor cessation of hostilities,
Will our friend from tho Bay of Plenty

roduce any other firm who ty propared
{a give the same guarantee?

Jn conclusion, may I be permitted to

affirm that this Association which

‘gupposed'’ to look after the interests of

the New Zealand honey producers has

lived up to tho spirit of its contract with

tho beekeepers of New Zealand to tho very
fullest degree. I regret, however, to state

that I cannot say the same for somo of the

heekeopers in the Dominion of Now Zea-

Jand—t am, &e.,

A. B. M. NORTON,
Managing Director,

The Bristol and Dominions Pro-
ducers’ Association, Ltd,

St. Stephen's Avenue, Bristol, England,
November Ist, 1917.
* . :

Wellington, N.Z.,
9th January, 1918.

The Secretary National Beekeepers’ Assn.

Kati Kati, Bay of Plenty.
Sir,—Your letter of 29th ult. received.

‘The position is that our English offices have

been trying for some time to secure sup-

plies there of New Zealand honey, and

have now concluded to approach the

grower direct. We have our own offiees

in tho main centres, and havo our outlets

for honey assured, especially when realised

in conjunetion with other products, such

as butter, cheese, preserved meats, &e.

Wo mako no advanees without recourse,

whilst as regards charging interest,
item is so infinitesimal that it may be

ignored, except. perhaps, if wo advance

on honey prior to shipment. In that case

wo would charge interest at 6 per cent.

up to timo of shipment.
Our commission rate for realising con

signments is 2 er cent.

Wo think an advanco of, say, 6d. per Ib.

on honey graded for export in store is

reasonable, the balance of advance being
paid on shipment if required.

As the produce is on consignment, all

charges naturally are for account of tho

eonsignor,
As regards beeswax, our client partieu

larly desires supplies for Canada, but we

have our other outlets through our English
and Australian offices.

Of eourse, if we could secure good
straight lines of honey say, in ten or

twenty ton lots, we could effect an outright
purehase in New Zealand, it shippers woul
so prefer,

Yours faithfully,
Por 8. V. Nevanas & Co, Pty. Ltd,

E. J, ARLOW,
Manager tor NZ.

* .

Auckland, N.Z.,

O17,December 29th,
Mrod. CG. Baines,

National Beekeepers’ Assn,
Kati Kati,

Sir,—Tn furthor roference to your letter

of November 27th re honey tins, we are

Pleased to state that wo have received &

cable from New York advising that a ship

Mr,
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ment of cur tin plates bus been mad
.

» Whie! du
16th January.”

When ae tere

to hand, we wil
all honey tins

de by
about tke

Yours trai
ALEX.HARVEY & iN!8, LTD.,

Per ALEX. HARVEY.

[The above is in re
. reply to an enquiry asto the

Position of the tin pistetrade. On the face of this, benzine tins
are reallynot absolutely necessary —BA,]

(TO THD EDITOR.)
Sit,—In the September number of

Journal ‘‘Critie’’ bas again rere tethe subject of crystallisation, and still
holds to his opinion that the term growth
is scientifically correct. In opening. the
subject, he says:—'‘Tt will he remembered
that this question came up over what I
termed growth of a substance in hone=,
which, for want of a better name, wo r=.
ferred to as scum.’’ Tf ‘Critic’? me:

by this that scum is a erystall 5

an efflorescence. Now.

growth is a scientifically cori

term to use for the process of the form:
tion of erystals, in a popular discussion
it may be right enongh, because customa

among unscientific people has by constant

use made it recognised as sneh. But waan

we come to science it is quite a different

matter. In science growth meai

mysterious process whereby matter in tho

dead imorganie world is translated into

the organic world. Whereas it was dead, it

is now alive: it moves and breathes and

tas all the functions of life; in fact, a

wiraele has taken place that no man can

understand, much less deserib

applies to animal growth: it is the most

complex thing the world, and also the

most raysterious. Now, whilo all pro-
cesses of Nature are mysterious, yet
crystallisation is comparatively simple. It

is simply the adding of ono atom of matter

of the same kind to another, much in the

same way as the building of a house

by adding one brick to another. Yet you

would not say that the house was a

growth, or that it grow, but that it was

built. "To me it seems almost absurd to

say that these two things (so widely apart,
the one in the organic world and endowed

with life, and the other in the inorganic
or mineral world and dead inert matter)

are the same, and that it is scientifically

correet to call them the same. T was

glad to find that Mr. Barker, who is a

food scientist, therefore a good authortiy,

endorses my opinion.—I am, &e.,endorses.
my op

ap Ss AND,

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir—Some considerable time ago ligno-

lite was recommended in your pages as a

eure for the white pine borer, Can you
Kindly tell me moro particularly what this
is? Soveral chemists from whom enquities
have been made have never heard of it

At all. Perhaps you may be able to sug:
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y remedy borer, If
est another remedy for the

wu ean, tho favour would bo much

xtoemed. Thanking you in anticipation —
em SE

H.W. E

[We cannot find out anything about this

chemical. Perhaps the contributor of the

article in which the substance was rocom
mended ean help you, We shall appreciate

‘a remedy if uny of our readers have one.—-

(70 THE DITOR.)

Sir,—T am treating my bees for foul

rood, and it struck me that the Allardyce
frames would be a convenionce in tho

management, so I bought a few sets solely
for carrying out the MeEvoy cure, and

found them to be a great saving of time

and labour, The frames, which 1 use with-

out wiring, are placed in petrol boxes, put
together as described in Hopkins’ Manual,
and the bees shaken on to them. After

two days these frames are stripped of re-

sulting comb, and again after succeeding
two days. Should the weather be un-

favourable, they ean he kept under control
for a week or more before settling in a

sterilised hive. Hoping that this hint will
be useful to kome of your many readers,—
I am,

AF. E.

Charlton, 18/12/17.

(TO THH EDITOR.)

Sir—On page 730 (December Journal)
you draw attention to the danger of taint:

ing honey by using benzine tins. J have

always used benzine tins for bulk honcy,
and after numerous experiments T foun!

jt was a mistake to wash the tins with
hot water. I have spent considerable time
and labour washing tins with hot water

and soda, and found they still smelt

strongly of benzine. Now, I simply rinse

the tins twico with cold water, then com

pletely fill them with cold water, and lot

them ‘stand for about 48 hours. You will
then notice two or three drops of oil on

the surface of the water. Empty tho tins,
give them a final rinse out with cold water,
and place them in a sunny position to dry.
I tested one of my tins to-day by putting
in some boiling water and shaking it well,
and there was no sign of a benzine smell.

My opinion is that the hot water merely
cements the residue oi! from the henzine on

1o the tin, and, wash as much as you Jike,
it will stop there. The cold water gradu
ally allows this oi) to rise to the top, and
when you empty the tin you get two or
three drops of oil out of the tin, tle recep
tacle being loft nice and sweet, fit. for
honey or any other commodity,

For seven or eight years T have cleaned
my tins with cold water, and have sold
my honey in bulk to grocers, who havo to

Tat it and put it up in small bottles, &e,

jauivenever had @ complaint, about tainted
honey, and do not expeet one,—I am, &e,,

©, A. OLDMAN,

ye’? JOURNAL, [Peb. 1, 1918,

(ro TH PDITOR.)

i reading tho eritie

chub,” Bay of Plenty, on my
arti

the Beekeepers’Journal, page 702, T would

like to vorify my statements.

After

(eR, B.’? states (page 689) we have goa

roads for motor cars throughout the Bay.
To this T will word the reply which T ro.

ceived from the representative of the Al-

liance Box Company, who intended to

make a motor trip from Tauranga to

Opotiki Inst Juno. ‘1 had my ear on the

boat at Anckland (which was leaving for

Tauranga), when T met a Tauranga mer-

chant, who informed me that it was im-

possible to think of motoring through the

Ray, as the roads wore so bad.’’ So our

friend got his ear off the boat, and post

poned his motor trip.

Then “R.B.’) states (page 736) there

are between 200 and 400 ears in the Bay,
This I do not doubt, as the Bay of Plenty
is a large district; but one noticeable

thing is the greater number are light cars,

principally Fords, as all car-owners are
unanimous in the fact that a light ear will

go over roads where a heavier make would

et bogged. Evidently ‘‘R.B.’" realises

this, as T understand he has lately invested

in a Ford,

Again, ‘(R.B.’? states thore are tens of
thonsands of acres surrounding large and

old-established dairy factories, which land
is unocenpicd by beckecpers, To this I
must say that [ know of threo different

eases where beekeepers have tried to estab-
lish apiaries close to dairy factories, and

two of those wore in a fertile valley (not
amongst swamp, rushes, &e.), and in cach
case the beekeeper sold out in disgust, as

the honey was too thick to extract.

know of other beckeepers who would sell
out if they could,

The greatest drawback throughout the

Bay is the manuka and native treos within
a hee-line radius of these elover ficlds, and

T very much doubt whether there is a site

in the Bay of Plenty whore an apiary
would not be within a radius of the
manuka and native treos, even on the

Opotiki flats, which are at tho present time
tho most sitablo place for beokeoping.
These flats consist of about, 8,000 acres of
cultivated eountry.

Re the yield of honey T have procnred
and the inerease T intend to make, it is
quito correct, although at the present time
a great quantity of this honey T am un-

able to extract, but T hope in tho near

future to be able to cope with this thiek
honoy in a satisfaetory manner

The bees from our heme yard fly threo
and a-half miles to the willows along tho
Rangitaiki River in the spring, also. two
and a-half miles to the native bush, and

Your Address written in Red Ink means

“‘Subseription Due,’’
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jlos to a a petan

hon me a few thousand acres of

there “jandelion fields elose by, and

“cig intermingled with manuka and

isfive serub, ence the thick honey.

he.
A, L, LUKE.

14/12/17.
derstand, Mr. Editor, that you

a trip through the Bay at

Please take notice, and see

ind the good motor roads men-

y BR.B.!? Also, I am quite pre:

te donate a ‘ten-poundnoteto the

1 jes Fond for every apiary site you

find within a radius of five miles of

can “ther from Tauranga to Opotiki where

cuepees would not get a quantity of native

serub honey—A-L.L.

Awnkeri,

(TO THE EDITOR.)

gir,—Extracting time is now here, and

whisky is very dear. Can anyone give a

good reliable method of making mead, and

So vinegar. I tried to make some mead

gneo, and twelve months after my friends

and myself thought it was very good; but

T tasted some at the Ruakura State Parm

shortly after, and when { got home the

palance of our mead was run into a ereek.—

Lam, &e.,
A. L. LUKE.

Awakeri, 17/1/18.

Co-operativeEfforts.

By JOHN HENDRICKS.

(Read at the Annual Meeting of the Colo-
rado Honey Producers’ Association.)

I have experienced, first hand, this year
some of the diffienities of the manager of

& co-operative society. As business

Leer
of our Joecal Farmers’ Union

fen asked to find a market for
armers’ potatoes. This business

Wasentirely mew to me. I procured

3
ist of commission houses that make a

qesialtyet handling potatoes in ear lots,

and got into communication with them. T

{hen askedthe farmers hore who had pota-

weafo sell to list their crop with the

tog:
This they wore perfectly willing

lo. Noxt TI tried to learn what the
t ‘armers wanted for their potatoes. T suc-|~°™
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n
tev Gar

Practical},

haulbeensold to otherbuyers,Petataes

Heneen padOe farmersthe “ ould
a

F not been fo:
ive

they

unis{Hl When the payeeproreethe

reached our community thera was

one

carofpotatoesleft, for him topete one

Tie ‘armers had listed theeoe

with
the Union for the Union to

sell
@iee®

e Union found a buyer
o sell, When

at the highest
ter

buyers began offer.

armerswho had listed
© the first buyer that

prico asked, and othe

Ing AN ee, the. teres

their potatoes sold
camo along offering

piceton mates Caner
‘lid not report to the Union them thes

their potatoes.
wma, Ene sale, of

After having had this experie :

that T want to urge the mambots
Co-operative Assoviation to be merelant
in thei support of the manager of theAe
sociation. Sneeess in co-operative

effor

cannot be achiever simply by h

shrewd man as business mana
manager cannot attain the utme

possible without 100 per cent. lo

the part of every member of the §

If the manager is anything like

petent man, [ feel sate in saying

will strive to be perfectly just to all mem-

bers, regardless of personalities, and the

members of the Association make a mistake

therefore if they allow personalities,
tempting offers, or anything elso to stand

between them and the Association. When

iarge buyers come we should do what a

fellow member of the Colorado Association

in this locality did this season

travelling man for a wholesale house &

to negotinte for his crop. Instead of try

to make a sale, this party referred

to out manager.

effort
ving a

Th

L consider it our duty to keep the busi-

ness manager fully advised as to what we

expeet our erop to be, and. when the crop

is harvested to report to him at the earliest

possible moment the exact quantity of all

grades. Then in caso the quantity is Te

‘ueed by local sales, we shonld keep bim

advised of the reduetion. Not only should

we keep him folly informed as to our ¢rop

for marketing, but wo should also let bim
know promptly what our requirements in

the way of supplies will be for the next

season. On tho day that the honey flow

stop, any one of ns could take a few

somenta to get together our
needs

in the

of the next season’s supplies. Tf we

our estimate

ceeded in
i * would do this and send

getting a buyer who said he 4d ny
Wo i Yy

‘ - the manager it would surely

pouetake all the potatoes the community
promptly to ~

© offer at tho prii prico the growers had

en me. Assoon as T acquainted the

ros {3 With this fuet the value of potators

Wartenthet estimation, and they then

to a,
tO sents more per ewt, T again set

the naa to find someone who would pay

oe, itional 10 cents.

Wonkt att we had secured a buyer who

Price. (ako
tho potatoes at this advanced

Natta
er buyers wore coming in who

rallymot the price,
s

chasefArmorshad required that the pur:

0 then an agent into the community

whon the
the potatoes and pay for them

Ney wore loaded, By tha timo my

When T made it |?

be holpful to all concerned.

ee co-operativeSociety as large as the

Colorado Honey Producers” Association
“i usually have a volume of

as to the limit the ability of its manager.

if as members do not do our part

rompély, we handicap the manner and
to that extent injare thoAanationaad

ines ers are the jatlom,
ea a eweEyand faithfullyour

Jaty toward the manager, 0°
injure our-

gelve—American
Bee “Journal.

‘our Address written in Red Ink means

«gubscriptionDue."



ROLL OF HONOUR.

One hearts, our hopes ate all with ther,hearts, ourhopes.
8 ae

Durleargs ane epes, bur Mayers
;

Our faith telumphant o'er our

ae a en willeeamgreltow

BDWARDS,
late of Geraidine, Tavatided) N.C. NAPIEK, Alfredion

ve W. J. JORDAN, Ngaruawatla.
L. D. CARTER,late of Springfeld, tavalided |G gqurnms, Falrview

home
MURDO MeKNNZIB, Dunrobin,

P. A. DINNIS, Glenroy a;
W. H. BLACKIN, Ryal Bush,

W. A. HAWKE, Waiteclifts.

R, SMITH, Woodbury, Killed in action,

N. GIDLPY, Christchurch,

SILLIFANT, Christchurch

B. HOLMES, Pirongia.

PPARSON, Claudelands.

HARRIS, To Kowhai, Wounded

IRELAND, Te Kowhai.Pp.

R. WILLIS. Pukekohe,

PCKROYD, St. Albans, Christebureh

CURTIS, Porowhita.

G. DONALD, Brookside.

N. HONORE, Otakebo

JDFFE) potiki. Died in Deypt.

JAMES IRVING, Albury.

R. M. HAMILTON, Bttrick.

B, CURRIN, Maungatua.

JAS, MARSHALL, Manngatua,

A. BHVAN, Waihau Dow

D. CRAWFORD, WalkolkoKilled in action,

R. §, SUTHDRLAND, Port
Chalmers, Dis-

charged ; re-volunteer

8. G. HERBERT, inwaly
P. W. LUN'T, Addington,

J, MORGAN, Datmevirke.

H. SQUIRDS, Hawera,

ALEX. MAITLAND, Orarl,

R. BATES, Kaponga,
W. QUAIPE, Russell’s Pat,

Killed in action.

HARRISON, Walpabl.B. ARMSTRONG, Opotiki.
|. W. MeCALL, Wallacetowa,ROGERS, Opotiki.

BICKNELL, Greytown.

OTOWAY. Featherston.

NAPIDR, Alfredton

Killed in action.

‘Killed in action

Killed in action,
North.

invalided;BD
01

Westmere; severely,
wounded

1917-18 PRICE-LIST

ITALIAN QUEENS.
PRICES:

1 2

Untes 6/- ny-

Select"Gntested—i/-extra per Queen.ted 18/-
12/6 22/6Bp !

oeoo
Teste 40/-
Select Tested
Breeders

Queens guaranteed free from all disease, and bred from pure stock,
which havebeen selected for hardiness, disease-resisting, good working,
and non-ewarming qualities,

Ninety-five per cent. of untested Queens guaranteed purely mated.

TERMS :—Nettcash with order. Cheques to have exchange
added.

PP.O, Order Office, Tapanui.
Tested Queens for deliver y oe OtoleyIst; untested fro shout,

aspen
20thto the end of March, 1918,

pe eaee f

i. Owing to high cost of al material, no reductions ean besllowedoetb prices for larger quantities.

Postal Address :

ke. STEWART,
CROOKSTON, OTAGO.
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NewZealandCo-operative
HoneyProducersAssoe,,

HAWERA.

OUR AGENTS—THE BRISTOL and

DOMINION PRODUCERS ASSOCN.,
CABLED TO THEIR WELLINGTON

OFFICE —

“PAYNINE-PENGEPERLB,

FORFIRST-GRADEHONEY

WHENSHIPPED,”
Join Us and Share this Price!

A LATER CABLE REPORTS—

“Sold all First Grade

Honey afloat 150/-”
“BRISTOL & DOMINION”

This is what the N.Z. Beekeepers
get through Co-operation?

FULLPARTIGULARSand SHAREAPPLIGATIONFORMSFROM

H. W. Gilling,
M Director N.Z. Co.-op.lanaging

ae a HAWERA.
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BEEKEEPING1S PROFITABLE
WITH

AllianceHives&Supplies.salaedad
Now is the time to Order

EXTRACTORS

HONEY KNIVES

LEA STEAM HEATED
KNIVES

BAINES CAPPINGMELTERS

GILSON MOTORS

BENTALL BRITISH MOTOR

HONEY POTS

HONEY TINS, Etc.

Wire your requirements and we will

quote by return, delivered to any part
of New Zealand.

ALLIANCEBOX C0.
LIMITED,

P.O. BOX 572 - DUNEDIN
TELEGRAMS—“‘BRICKELL,"’ DUNEDIN,

Distributing Agents in all parts of the Dominion,

Write us for information on any phase of Bee Culture or on the

Marketing Conditions for Honey.

Printed and Published by Stone, Son & o., L

Boekeepers’ Association. Fel
4d., Dunedin, for thi

ary tot, Log)”
Be NZ,


