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Study your own interest and communicate’ with
us. We make a Bee Hive unsurpassed for excel-
lence in Design, Material and Workmanship.

We supply in the flat, painted and made up, or
will supply the timber dressed ready to cut to lengths.
We rail to any part of the North Island.

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION.

Hawera Sash & Door Factory,

QUIN BROS., PROPRIETORS,
BOX 55 - HAWERA.

NICHOLAS® ™™ ifes

We are now very busy making up Foundation Comb, and
a)dvu,e all who require their Wax made up to forward at once.
Put gour nusxﬁe and address on each package, e

very Sheet guaranteed of superior quality, an
i O el p qi ¥, and free from
PRICE, 8d. per 1b,, medium brood,

NOTE ADDRESS:
4 Caledonia St., Hawera.
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EDITORIAL.

Recently we mado a few remurks relative
to the use of benzine tins for the exporting
of our honey to England, which we stated
was u retrograde stop, and one likely to
do the industry a great deal of harm
unless very great care was taken in get.
ting tho tins perfectly clean. Letters have
appeared showing various methods adapted
by different men. Some use dry heat, and
vaporiso tho spirit; some use hot water,
others use cold, and they eack or all may
bo offoctive. Wo do not know, but hope
thoy are, for the sake of the suppliors, if
not for tho reputation of New Zenland
houoy on the Homo warket, The Editor
has boen accused of heing a bit of au
alurmist on the point, and in the present
issuo Mr. Take puts'in o plen for their
oxtonded uso, and we fool it is nocossary
to go n little further in the matter.

Wao will graut that by taking great care
you oan rid the tin of any taint of bongine
wud o press lid has been fitted i at the

top, and now what have you got? At the
very best you bave got (hsmrdud benzine
tin as a container for a

ing _any
M. Luke makes a point
in the comparison of cost, which, if wo
were only getting the original guaranteed

price of A per b, would hold good; but
the first-olass honey supplied lnst season
has already received 7d. per Ib., and o

promiso of more to follow, so although we
have received 3d. per 1b. mere for that
honey, and will get 9d. per Ib. advane

is season, Wo aro complaining because
T lazs 10 ead bomt W ger Ib. oxtra
in providing a tin that is worthy of our
produce.

E

Wao would also point out to Mr. Luke
and others that just now our honey is NOT
being bottled up and sold in retail form;

prices ruling at Home absolutely pro
mhn it, as it would mean the retailer
would have to chnrge about 2/- for a
nominal pound pot. Our honey is being

used s a sweotening agent in the place
of sugar, and is sold in bulk very often
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ot on the water, and it iy almost ¢
B St Moy 4 otaig tnio merchont
who, but for the war, would nover hive
woen’ it Now, what i going to be (bl
opinion of ns ‘and our marketing methot
ai thoir first introduction? Hore i« a cns
opened, the lidy have been put on by
(very) nmateur tinker, ond pressed on ih
side’of the tin s *Plumo Benzine’' in
fine largo chameters, Tho tin bears every
evidence of o miserly attempt to save
fow pence or shillings on the package,
v little credit s reflected an the
co and its marketable form.

Wo should have liked a few of you
gentlemen to have on with us when
Visiting one of the packing depols of the
ILP.A. reecntly, and scen what some
people’s idea is 'of a slight easing of the
regulations governing the export of honey.
The tins were NOT enfarely free fram rust,
and the eases—well, an aitempt had bee
made to clean the ends, and they would
have looked better had {hey heen left
tirely alone, as they had hoen sc
some blunt tool, and brand
an If off, and the whole packnge
was a distinet failure as a eontainer for
first-class foodstuff.

and

We
DLeing
clenncd
Luke

do not
nsed

off;

that ' they are
better and stronger
purchased.
number of them, but he takes a
trouble to make them presentable. He
carefully kuocks the top and bottom off,
then stands the case on a corner and by
pressure springs the nails sufficiently to
get the claw of the hammer nnder, draws
all the nails, and the box is apart ‘without
damage. are then planed qu
clean, and with the sides are tun through
the circular saw to make them fhe exaet
Leight of a honey tin (13% inches). The
case is then put together again intide out,
and the result so far is that in spite of
two transhipments his points for packing
have not heen less than 33 out of 5. Tha
whole trouble is that directly thero is
a little Jaxity allowed in the regulations,
*ome men take advantage of it a

complain of benzine cases
provided they are properly
with Mi

act,

we agree
in

many
than

o5 ean he

bt of

nd heeome

carcless, and the careful men. have fo
suffer. — But with regard fo the use of

benzine tins, we unbesitatingly suy (hoy
should be prohibited at fhe vory carliest
possible moment. .

Regarding Mr. Luke's complaiut about

the honey losing points becavse of the
caves, we have always beld this is wrong,
Wo know the ILP,A. will ad e

stance, on B grade, although the grade
note shows €, if the honey wrades 83, but
whether the supplier gets the benef
uture puyments we do mot know, = We
thinke it would be a good idea {o {ofn]
the points of the Loney, then add on fhe
packing points, which wonld not alter fho
Sl ot in any wy, and would loavo
'0 chance of the supplier hein, pal i 05
monoy For s hancy because hi s e
not right wp to the mark,

0

1

instances

The Editor has used a_great

JOURNAT [April L, 11s,

g oned Tnst month how |,
l.(.ﬁ’.."u.‘ﬁ"n’” Dping and wilod Eho 1id oy,
it "t facilitnte the opening of tho ensc g
the grading store. This {8 quite possibi.
Whots ono has just to pub his honcy o,
tho railway, ond it gets to tho end of jiy
journey without further handling, but .
Al uro not so pleasantly situnted,

Tditor s honey s eartod o 0 wharf, then
carvied in o hold that perhaps has o fey
Dige, always manure and ofhor plnsag
thinigs, dumped on to another wharf, puy
in nmother evil-smelling hold, dumped on
the Auckand wharf, and finally curted j,
{he grading store; and if his “cases wor
not. strapped and muiled as if they wore
never intended to be opencd (Ms Sido of
Fagland, he s afrid there would be ng
caso worth considering when it arrived at
Auckland.

Tl

Local Inspectors—We learn thore s in
some quarters serious opposition fo fhe
appointment of these gentlemen, on (o
grounds that they do the work and fhe
lovernment. inspector sits in his office anil
makes out the reports. i
if there be a bit of trath in the statement,
this is hardly the corrcet way of viewing
tho matter. = Whilst being of the opinion
that with u proper system of inspeetion
boing aranged by w Chicf Apiarist, o
considerably inereased number of inspo
tions could be made, wo have to view
things as they are, and not as we shoulil
like. Sceing, then, that the inspectors
cannot or do wot get ronnd their districts
as we think they should, tho Department
I given us the opportunity fo help them
and ourselves at the same time, and we
think it is foolish not to fake advantage
of the offer. Take it from even a selfish
point of view—that of keeping your own
apiary clean—if surely is a ¢ dog-in-the
maunger’ iden that beenuso the inspeetor
does ot help you you will not help your-
self. The Bditor is very glad of the oppor
funity of having authority to go and
inspoct the hees i his particufar vicinity.
because he s able to detect any discase
before it gots abroad and damages not only
himsell but all others in the district. By
co-operation hetween the iuspector of the
distriet dtho local inspectors, links
could bo formed fo embrace the four quar
ters of thoso distriets fo the eradication
of disease and the gencral improvement of
the industry,  Wo healseepers have proved
that we do not waif to be spoon-fed by
the Government; wo have helped our
selves to bring abont what wo think to be
of benellt, and wo should certainly bo
weakening our case whon asking for i
Chiof Apiurist if the Minister wns able
fo turn round and say that he gave us
an-excellent opportunify (o halp ourselves
by (heso appointments, which wo rofuserd
to uceopt, “Therefore, wo ndviso all thoso
iiho wxo capuble fo apply for appointment.
hero B8 no salary given, hug all oxponsos
IDOTRL BrQ ity thus “ghow the

o (hat

powers  thag y v i
il g ave ronlly

eve

an,

Wi

Your Addresy writt,
“*Bubscription Dup s en in Red Ink means
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Honoy Market.—Tho English markot is
Wil handoning, tnd wo are just heginuin
(o wondor how much higher it is going
bofore tho Wood Controller steps in and
puts o maximum viduo on honcy. e iy
Going thin with most foodstuffs, althougl
we aro inelined to think our honey is not
being put to tablo wse.  Wo learn there
ia n firm in the Dominion offering 914,
per b, ms a sbenight-out purehase, i
what thoy get they will turn over at a
profit to themselves of about Gd. per 1i,
We think the better way is to send through
the ILPA. and get the profit ourselyos,
The Quecnsiand Apicultural Journal dated
January, 1918, qnm. Honey.—Demawl
fair; supply flrm; quality poor to fair;
prices from’ 1. |1|l, neeording to quality
and eondition.’’ Somebody 5t I the
Journal not, long ago that it was not right
For the TLP.A. to take tho eredit of in
creasing the price of honey in New Zei
Innd—it was entirely duc fo the war. If
sch s the case, why has not the war im-

We publish elsewhere the letter received
from the Becretary of the Deportment of
Agriculture b upon our request Lo
extond the ,mnml wherein we could obtnin
the pound for pound subsidy grantod
the Depnrtn were not able to
seeure tho £300 in the three years over
which the snbsidy covered, The reply is
most satisfactory, and means that we can

collect over £90, provided wo raise
gimilar sum ourselves, Now, friends, do
not let it be said that

wa will not help
in this matter, Up to the present
wo can only show about €35, which is
long way off our goul. We wonld impress
on every reader to become n member either
of the National or Branch Association, and
%o inerease our fands, beeanse funds
hand are very neeessary where there is
work to be done. To Mr. Pope and Mr.
Kirk we desire to cxpress our gratefu
thanks for the help and interest given
Ly them on our behalf, and we trust we
shall bo ablo to prove to them

come that the nssistance given by the D

) in years to

proved the prices for our friends in Aus :

tralin? and why does the BEditor of the|partment to our indnstry was money well
Australasian Beekeeper say: “*The futuro |spent.

of the industry depends on the export . . - .
demand, and to fail to get an cxport _\[ this paragraph well. Wo will in
market now there is u large exportable| cr the scope of our G

urplus will o irreparabld injury toland "Fo tho firet ity names subm

the industry for many years''?  Wu|the Branch Secretaries, or received by the
have got an’establi portable market | Secretary of the National, one of th
only through the organisation of the|heautitul Damdy honey spoons shall be
FLP.A., and the result bears out the state-|sent. Do not think these aro a cheap
ment just quoted. We always have anlling imported just to give away; the landed
oxportable surplus, aud bud o not had the | eost to-duy would be more than 2/6, and
organisation to take it off the loeal markel |it is only by the generosity of onr frieuds

our prices during Sh T ol M n
similar to the Queensland quotatic 314,
per Ib,, and no headway would have heen
made, war or no war, and when you con
sidor the prices that wo are now ree
and the guarantee for thres years after
the war, does it not oceur to you that

as a producer is amongst tho

of tho H.P.A?

ving

Sharcholdors

We have beon asked what is a fair price
to put on boney for salo af the apiary, and
wo think this is best gauged by the pri

offering. Tf 914d. per Ib. is being offered o
60 Ib, tins, then put your price at 014d.
plus the cost of tho smaller tin, which

to-day is considerable. We should want
9/- for a 10 Ih. tin, nml i\\ﬂl\l!] not do any
bustling to got ri ut be sure and
not sell at a figure “\"l(‘r is not consistent
ith tho pricca ruling at tho grocers, whith
will bo somewhero nbaut 2/ a2 I
tin, |

Tt would b of groat interest ta us all
if our rendors would furnish us with par-
ficulars of thoir crops. W do not want

o lougthy description, fust the baro par-
Houlnrs, (huxi—Spring count, Tnereas
neThatn. o vold Sumbss saassan |
tnvolv and publish without idoutification, |
and ‘tho particulars given would bo con' |
sidorod quite confidentiol, and put to wo
ather purpose, Does it appenl to you?

Your Address Wﬂnen in Red Ink means
“‘Bubscription Due.

the Alliance Box Company, who had rathe
u large stock of them, and let us have them
ut under landed cost. that we are enabled
to make this offer. The Editor could sell

& number to friends who have seen them
They are unique in the fact that the
have a little hook in the middle whic

hangs on the side of the jar, proventing
the spoon slipping into the honey, jam, or
preserve they ean be nsed for. This sub-
scription for owners of up to 15 hives is

per year; from 16 to 30, 10/-; so
send your mames and subseription
along early, and thus securs this splendid

gift. DO TT NOW! Tf you have alread
received one as a new <ubseriber to the
make any difforenc

Journal, it will not
lecome a member and get another on.
which you can mako use of as n_prescat,
and so become somebody s friend for life

Wo have pleasuro in drawing the atten-
tion of our experionced baekeepars to the
article on *‘Queen by
M. Afkinson, of Norfolk,
Blifor bas been in correspondence with
this gentleman for some years, and
learned of

very greaf pains he has
taken ta broad queens by carafil seleation
aud eradication, to the end of getting u

strain that is immune both to foul-brood
wd Tsla of Wight disease; and he has suc-
ccodod i gotting n composite strain that

Lo claims neither discase The
article pleases us particularly in the fact
that it deals with quoon breeding, o

'aguinst queen rearing, the latter being, as
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all

one of our contributors pointed out:
that s practised by us. When we
v enrs of con

hat it lins taken over seven y

stant and earoful work to bring about the
result achioved, il will indieato that ou®
friend knows something abont the busi-
Although Mr. Atkinson’s queens a7¢
in very great demand in tho Old Country,
o has nothing to sell us. The article was
written by invitation of the Editor, and is
for general interest only. Mr. Atkinson
be pleased to answer any queslio
or_eriticisms offered; but as the article
will not bo completed under fwo or three
iustalments, please do wot write on the
matter until the whole has appearcd.

We have received from the High Com-
missioner for New Zealand in London n
small book which is entitled A Short
Sleteh of tho Work of the N7, Prisoners
of War Department in London.” There is
a lot of interesting reading, with photos,
and we shall be glad to lend to anyone
that cares to send for it.

.

If avy of our readers who do not file
their_copios of the Journal would spare
the Jawuary and Tebruary issnes,
sbould bo glad of them. Wo secured 65
new subseribers in February, and our
surplus copies wera exhausted, and we rc
quire a few more fo send abroad. We
have now 600 subscribers, and we are onl
for 1,000. We sent ot in March 1450
copics, and we intend senaing to every
registered beekeeper in the land, as we
feel it is mainly due to the fact ihat many
beeleepers do not knoow of the existe
of the Journal thut subscribers” list
is uot larger. At any rate, the two Teld
Days that the Editor attended, wlere he
was able to bring the book under the
notice of the visitors, resulted in over 50
mew men, which seems to point out that
if the Journal only gets known ite useful-
uess would soon b appurent.

Might we appeal fo our readers that
before they dispose of the whole of their
crops notice of the appeals by
the Red Cross Committecs for boney. Tn
these days of prosperity to the heckeepers
if is surely no great hardship fo spare o
tin or even a case for such an excollent
cause.

Notes from a Breeding
Specialist in England.

(By M. ATKINSON, Bee Farm, Pakenhiam,
Norfolk, England.)

JAn apicaltural  breeze from the Old
Country, where we still have becs—black
yellow, golden, and ull shades between b
spite of the ““Ielc of Wight ' dragon, The
struggle is still keen, but those awho aro

RKBEPERS' JOURNAL.

wo stato|d
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o lists are holding their ow,

ety As yot it menng

u bit more Irlvlplnhv
an unremitting figh '

luvolved in the pr 3 ssity
of finding n sutisfactory substitute for tiiy

o Dlack bee, which to many mindy
L ot andly in faco of that diseass,
Authoritative statisties of the mortality
aro ot nvailable, but the losses must be
enormons.  Suroly in no country in the
world enu bees have been so Futhlossly
exterminated every reeurring winter an|
spring as in th United Kingdom.

The enuse? Nohody knows.
tributory factors in ifs spread,
{he increasing transportation !
chinnge of infected or potentinlly diseaseq

and frow varions

in

oblen is the nee

As con-

stocks and swarms to
points of the country, but particnlarly
from the South to Northerly points, tho

result of the inercased intorest in and re-
vival of the indusiry in the recent pasi.
In this we cannot be far wrong.

The *package’’ businoss in America iy
a duplication of this on a much greater
scale.

In view of the inereasing volume of
compluints of bee paralysis now coming
through the American Journals from widely
varying points of the States aud Southern
«

food for thought for
and  our  ““Cannuek'’
brethren. That, however, by the way.
Some hard thinking has been done, and
many have come to the conclusion that
tho resuscitation of the nativo black bes,
if possible, must ho a matber of long years
yet to come. May tho realisation come,
ar the British black of a first-clase strain
is a little wonder in the wretchedly per-
verse climatic conditions we must too fre-
quently put up with, To the multitude of

small heekeepors making up the bulle of

ultural whole, no more accommo-
dating bee cxists. Commercial honey pro-
ducers in colonial and foreign situations,
who would differ from that view, should
remember their ealling is ‘“fino’ sport’’
compared to what it would he if by any
chance they found thomsolves suddenly
transported to this country with all their
plant and expetience. Yot we can produce
honey here, and mean to continue to do so.
find a substitute for our
ack, and such  substitute
mugt he no mean porformer. It has some
trying circumstances to fnce from tho ont-
set,

Tu this dircetion my own special line
of activity for somo years has boen de-
voted nlmost excusively to test and selec-
Lion of puitablo bees, either in a pure or
composito stato, likely (o suceood as o
substitute. The neod of the work taken
up forced itself upon mo in no uncertnin
fashion. To he wipod out, of stock to tho
last bluck in one winter is vigorous busi-
ness of a rough type. One stock of golden
hybrids was my ‘only possession nfter the
visitution, and thoy continuoed to prospor—
un onrly fact of much valuo,

Bub on the ground that w fine black
might prove o Bottor substituto than any
yollow beow, wix pure Garninlan solonfes
vompleto were importod diroct from Onr-
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niola (Austrin). In their pure state they
held their own against disease, but hybri
dised by the native black drones, they werq

s0” suceessful.  Whatever virtue the

aro no
I black, and to master tho um.\.mp
would bave involved more work than
would have been wise to undertake, in
view of the fact that Carniolan beea in
England arc inveterate swarmers,
Swarms are not satisfying enough for them.
T conld walk aronnd the apiary and A1
my pockets with casts galore, and enough
queens in a few such to queen several
apiaries. Make o 3-frame nueleus, ani
it will swarm with the first virgin or any
queen it can obtain.

The hybridised Carniolans were good
Toney gatherers, but tho race did not im
press mo as of any value as o substitute,
and so they wenf out.

Ye Editor has expressed a koo desire
to make the acquaintance of a stock of
pure Carniolan bees. But there is a keen
edge on tho Carniolan proposition. as prac
tical acquaintance will reveal.

Sir Walter Raleigh, examining on the
scaffold his executioner’s axe, Temarkod
upon the extreme keenness of the blade,
but that it cured all ills. I should not
fear for ye Editor’s head, but T should for
bis quecns! Nevertheless, persevere

Ttalian_bees, produced by quecns
ported direct from Italy, mow hegan to
appear in Carniolan stocks re-queened, and
they did well, allowing for certain char-
acteristies of the raco brought into promi
nence by an unsuitable elmate. On the
wholo they were distinctly proferable to

he Carniolans, and earned their right to
el or are Hybridised
by native black drones, they were very
vigorous workers indeed, but could not ve-
st disenso mueh (i£ any) better than Car:
niolan ybrids. My locality at that time, T

im-

JOURNAL,
Such bees, however, from the queen-
breeding and beomaisiug poiat of view

cannot bo considered satisfactory. For the
Lioney producer thpy have a value, yet it
is not wise to rease from such stocks
by division or swarming,
goes with all such increase,
ore, then, is the further essential in

for

nt

upon, the ovorthow of the Brtish black
drone, so prodisposed to ““Tsle of Wight''
disease, and any other drones possibly in-
feetod or suspected must be complete, and
purity of mating in the selected strain

secured.

t is impossible to distingnish b
the drones of some Italians and tho
English blacks, and this, with the ey
fanlt that ordinary imported Italians ars
very poor section cappers, induced me to

sot oside the race for the time being,
Ssanwirle  kesping  fow calonies of thom
going. ired a cleaner cut distinction
ENE ones.

Caucasian_bees, and subsequently golden
Ttalians, had joined the lists for study and
experinient, also a colony of Caucasian
hiybrids, reared by a hybridised queen im-
ported direct from the Russian Caueasns
Caucasians from America were also in-
cludod, but T could not see any merit in
them. =They were decidedly ‘‘soft’ and
dysentric when the new bees mater Iised
in quontity, and it was patent from the
state in which they eventually wero found
that the queens were the product of mildly
diseased ‘‘paralysis'‘ stock (which wo do
not hesitate to call <‘Tsle of Wight'’ hero)
in their American home. Further, somo
5 per cent. of bright 3-band golden boes
in the brood showed hybridisation, though
remote. is possiblo isation by
Ziseased dzones had, bacn their wndoing.
They were ruled out, however, as of no
value, and ‘‘snuffed’’ aceordingly.

(To be continued.)

En

must nbserve, was still affested with Tlo of
Wight trouble in other but small apiaries,
and doubtless some of the drones From
them would meet my virgins

An early conclusion from this was that
if o diseased black drone, or ono in which
discase was latent, mafed a healthy virgin
of any race, the colony headed by such a
queen” was doomed to disease inheritance.
This T huve deemed to be amply confirmed
later. Tf the infection is of n virulent

charactor, the new bees will not pass tho | b

first wintor, but if only of a very mild
type, not offen the case as a rule, the
colony will survive the winter with little
or no loss, and give good surplus the fol

lowing season.  After that the disease
gradually guins the upper hand.
The rule as to inheritanco of discaso

from an infeetod mating applies to all
0es, but whero Ttalians are mated pure,
o mild infection has not the same result

a8 in hybridised stocks. The Ttalinns usn-
ally continne from year to year, and show
only slight dysentric symptoms in carly
spring, with some  extra loss of field
workors then,  Their prolifie eharacter
will, hawever, soon readjust that,

Comments on Passing Bee
Events.

By CRITIC.

[These Comments, bo It nmlummd Jare not
" thinka

simply Inlen‘:!-d to help In some small way the
development of our industry.]

| Editerial—The *‘National’ and its
Branches—Again | have to congratulate
vou on the stand you have taken on a vital
question as regards the well-being of the
National Association. Yoo have pointed
{ont on page 37 as Secrctary of the Asso-
clution the danger of its going out of ex-
istence unless botter supported than it Is
at present. 1€ from the want of support
it did fail, it would prove a calamity to
lie heekeeping industry, for no one would
|care, at least for a long time, to bother
labout resuscitating it, and without tho
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rible me:

National we would be in a b .
What, for goodness’ sake, are its Branches
about to dllow the National to be threal-
cued with extinetion from the want ©
cupport?  So far as T ean sco they are
(doing nothing or next to mothing to en:
courage an addition to their mombership
roll, and the fact that the “Christehureh
Amateurs’’ should have been left to form
o Beekeepers® Club is a direet refleetion
upon the Canterbury Beekeepers' Associn:

tion, which should have secured the 50
members instead of letting them start a
separate Association.  There can be no

exeuse: the Amateurs simply had o eon
figence in tho older Association, and for
that reason formed ona of their own. The
Canterbury Beckeepers' Assceiation s,

presame, not one whit worse than others
in this respect, and until all the Lranebes
of the National wake up and realise the

necessity for doing something to cucournge
additional membership, the National and
the industry gencrally must <uffer,

1 have
seen the

Pages 34-5—Cappings Smelte
used the *‘Baines'' machine, an
others in operation, but for rapid work,
especially when melting  densc honey
combs, {he larger heating surface of the
Bartleit-Miller smelter, and the facility
for separating the slumgum from the w:
and honey, undoubtedly malkes it superior
to the others. Root, in his last ““A B C,”’
speaks well of it, and doubtless the in-
ventor will b recompensed for hit ski
and trouble in the sales of the machine.
You speak of the heat, Mr. Editor. Now,
the melting point of wax is 143 deg. Pahr.,
und it_would need the machine to be at
least 5 deg. warmer to melt cappings
rapidly, and in the case of old dense honey
combs another 10 or 15 deg. of heat would
probably be required to ge: through the
work quickly, so that, say, 150 deg. for
cappings, and from 160 to 165 deg. for old
dense-honey combs.

Puge 38—Grading Points.—I counsider
the Executive of the National, the Depart-
ment, and all concerned were wise in not

altering the present
points, and hope that those
honestly differed in the past
ace in all good faith the
judgment of the above bodies.

scale of grading
who have
will now
combined

Page 39—The Box-hive Men.—It is really
anwsing, although irritating at the same
ead periodically that it has been

to take action against hox-

men.  This has beon reiterabed with
regularity during the past nine years
T have come to look upou it ns

departmental figure of speced, with no
more meaning than has that other
tuble pbrase so dear to the heart of red
tape—*The mafter is receiving attention,’’

Pages 40-1—Percy Gill’s Lettor,—It js
well that Mr. Gill has put the whole
mafter of the formation of the “‘ Amateur
Beckeepers’ Club’? before your readers,
05 T know it was greatly misunderstood
before. Tt is to be hoped, howover, that
the two parties will eventunlly seo’ their
way to combine their forces and set u good
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to other Associations by
\ tho rule of the Assoc
o bee eulture.”

properly
intion-—

ample
carrying ou
“Cto’ promots

Page — Boxed Honey. As soon qg
things become nor mal again, boxed honey,
suggosted by Mr. James' Allon, for expor(
should cortainly have a fair trial. Under
the. conditions now obtaining, as ex
plained by the Editor, it would be very
isky in the English elimate to have such
boxes side-tracked on tho railways merely
protected with tarpaulins—perbaps only
partially protected—during beavy storms,
Better stick to tho tins meanwhile,

o

Ibid—Colour in Grade Notes—Is M.
Hooper Teal quite correct in his assertion
{hat colonr of honey, or different shades,

between white and” dark amber do nof
count in points provided they are all
equally clear? It seems to me very odd
i it is so, as the colour poiuts might in

that case tendily turn the sealo and place
an unmistakeable seeond grade homey in
the first grade. Supposing, tor instance,
a bright colonred light amber is awarde
points, and its total points reached 94,
pla it in top grade A, it is easily
conceivable that a decided B, or second
grade honey, might bo worthy of 84 points
apart from colour, when if it could eclaim
the same number of points independent
of its difference from A grade for colour,
only because of its brightness, it would
under these circumstances be put in A
grade, where it had no right to b that
is how it appears to me. Turbid
renlly nothing to do with colonr,
werd, as Mr, Teed suggests, only a matter
o rness, then colour would have no
place in grading,

Ihid—Grass Around Hives.—Of all the
novel ideas for keeping the hives eclear of
grass, the guinea-pig business is the most
ovel of all. In imagination T was trans-
ported back to my happy white-mico days.

raid, Mr. Kirk, your idea will not
on. Why, with 400 or 500 bives,
one would need hundreds of guinea-pigs
and a lion-tamer—I mean o man—to look
affer them,

s

P'age 43—Perforated Beans.—Mr. Mil
lett’s informant and you, Mr. Bditor, are
wrong i your statement fhat ¢‘humble
hoes do damage the blossoms of broad

beans’" is meant that the perforation of
the corolln destroys fhe weans of eross
fertilisution of thq flower and production
of fruit, T nm aware thut it is a eommon
iden, but it iy wrong, nevertheless, S0
long as the unthors and stigma of (he
I;I‘uhmmm aro ot destroyod they are capable
of eroks fertilisation” and fruit boaring,
whothor the corolla bo perfornted or nol.
For instanco, supposing 'n hoo or moth or
other agent visit tho Nowers in o legitimnlo
manner, they will got dusted wilh pollen
and convey ihotlattor fo othor flowers, uni
so aflect fortilisation althougl tho eorollns
bo_punctured. 1t the punefures only are
visited, no fortillsation will tako place;
that is how tho mischief comos about. |
wm not 5o certnin that gl the blume for
punctured corollas can bo fairly laid on
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lumble bees. T have watebeid very closely
indeed for soveral seasons, and have failed
to see one of them on my beans, and yet
the tubes were punctured soon after the
blossoms openod.

T'ngo 45—Getting Queen Cells Started.—
Methinks the subjeet of the arficle of M
Bmma Wilson you reprint from tho Ameri-
can Bee Journal is by mo means mew in
New Zealand, as it was introduced into
this country several years ago.

[Our Editorial remarks on that article
ywere crowded out, else you would bave
<een wo referred to an illustration in the
““Farmer'’ of results obtained by Mr,
Hopkins.]

* An Ideal Brood Chamber.

By J. S. COTTRERELL.

[Tn the absence of Mr. Cottereli, this paper
was read by Mr, E. W. Suge at the
annual  Field Day of the  Waikato
Rranch at Rualura.]

The purpose of this paper is to show
low to conserve the natural heat of the
Jees, also to comserve their energy, and
10 conserve their food supply, moro especi-
ally during cold or changenble weather
when honey is not being gathered to any
urent extent. 1 will endeavour ulso to
show how radically different is the treat-
ent during warm weathor, when a honey
flow may bo expected, when swarms may
issue, and when extreme ventilation is
needed to keep the interior of the hive at
wormal temperature, at the least expend
ture of enmergy (vifality) on the part of
its_inmates.

T take it us an axiom that the arrange-
ment of any modern hive as regards the
lirood chamber should be in accordance
with the needs of the colony that ocenpies
t; therefore, 1 advocate that a brood
chamber to be ideal should admit of con
traction both horizontally and verticall
The most advanced apiarists in Amer
now hold the view that for wintering anc
springing the bees, for best rosults, should
he confined to only such combs as they
can cover: in other words, contraet the
brood chamber, and this is my experience
oxtending over several your

Again, during ov preceding a honey flow,
it 18 sometimes an advantage to contract
the brood chamber to prevent an exeess
of brood, which not only consumes a large
amount of the bees’ energy and vitality to
produce, but iu the course of events ure
likely to be veady for the field anly after
the honey flow has closed for the season,

As will bo shown this summor contrac-
tion is on the Demaree plan of clevating
part of tho brood to tho top of the hive,
theroby bringing about tha condition of
an incomplote broad chamber, on the same
principlo a8 soattoring brood alout the
five, & sure way to diseournge swarming,
and in the former ense a grost incentive
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38| size, so that interchanges can be reudil

to rush the incombing honey upstairs to the
top storey, just where you want it, insteal
of blocking out the qacen below by storing
in the main brood combs. 5
In any hive manipulations it is advisable
that frames and bive hodies be of stundar.
v

made,

During spring and winter in this climate
we are subject to sndden changes of tem-
perature as well as high and cold winds,
the Jatter being acconntabls for the loss
of much young brood (through chilling)
in exposed sitnations, and this I shall For
ther allude to, and show how mnch of this
loss can be avoided by the frame I advo
cate.

As has already been mentioned, an ideal
brood chamber should admit of contraction
both horizontally and vertically, and at
the same time admit of being readily con
verted into a well-ventilated chamber for
arm weather and honey flow conditic
The one I advocate and use with suece:

consists of an ordinary 10-frame body, with
the addition of a half body on top or
below, as required.  The foll body has
nine frames and a moveable %-inch div
sion board bee space from cold side of
hive; the half body (super size) has also
nine frames, but with o fixed division
board on cool side. It is used in conneetion
with a wood and wirc queen excluder,

thereby confining the queen to the brood
combs necessary according to the season.
As indicated, both sections of the brood
chamber have nine frames of combh each,
and it will be found that in normal colonies
broad will be raised on the comb surface
right next the division board in both top
and bottom sections, showing that the
temperature has been conserved te admit
of this. Tho hive is raised from the
bottom board surface %-inch on suitable
fillets, blocks control the front entranc

and the back fillet is arranged to swing
open for further ventilation in hot weather.

The nine frames consist in each case of
five closed end and four plain hanging. For
winter and spring use the closed end ones;
occupy the centre of the hive body; thus
you have a compact or, as it were, an in
sulated brood nest, which will defy the
worst and coldest weather wo experien
in this loeality, for it can readily be seen
that there are four ranges of comb the
bees can cluster im, with a lateral passago
between, perfectly insulated as regards ex
tremes of temperature and high winds or
draughts that may enter the bive. It will
be found that this arrangement is suitablo
for a strong colony, but for a medium
colony it is well to contract horizontally
by removiug the half body and confininy
the bees to nine frames only. If a wenk
colony that it is preferred to winter in
stend’ of uniting, it is confined to the half
body or to the full body ou three or moro
closed end frames next warm side of hive,
with division board giving a one-inch en-
trance.

Now, about the vertical contraction re-
ferred to, why the bees do this automatic
ally themselves, arranging their brood nest
so us to obtain the protection afforded by
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tho closed end frames. For smamor 1%
and when a boney flow is expected, o radi
cal change is made, as conditions call for
ventilation and ready necess to all parts
of the hive, so all that it is necessary 0
do is to allernate the closed end frames
with tho plain_omes. This is undoubledly

spreaing brood, but 0s it ia dono in warm
weather and tho colony has plenty of bees
n o

will result to the brood
ly summer honey
der with super
if not occupied with brood, may
become honey blo (an indncement to
srarmn), in hich 'sase plags it below the
full hody, first breaking the cappings of
the honcy, and the bees will soon remove
to tho supers above, as {hey ure
o baving scaled honey below their
This il give tho more
room, and. if a good one,
till end of season, when it will be fonnd
to contain little else but pollen, tho very
bost asset you can have for spring breed-
ing or to distribute to other colonies short,
Being in half framee, it is readily removod
if on top of main brood chamher, with
littlo disturbance and easily oxchanged for
other empty combs from colonies requiring
pollen to keep up the breeding.

The vagaries of colonies differ. Some
will spend a Jarge part of the honey season
raising immense quantities of brood to
the loss of honey in the supers; others will
fill out their brood combs and put their
energy into gathering honey; whilst others

ass ntent on emaning only. It is gener-
ully fonn a hive containing a large
S young hees contract
the swarming fever readily, und one reason
is that it is due to restricted function of
the young bees, as at this time tley are
primed with a large amount of nifrogenous
food for the purpose of fecdiug larvae
and tho secretion of wax for comb-build-
ing, and by restricting them in this direc-
tion not only is discontent engendered, but
a quantity of wax is wasted that wonld
otherwiso be built into, comb. Tf on exami-
nation queen cells be found, or if in the
opinion of the apiarist there is suflicient
sealed brood in the two hrood ¢

LRy
spring and ¢

top (Demaree plan), and a new or

tom-
porary brood chamber bt below, pro-

vided no_increase is desired. If increase
is desired, adopt the Alexander plun, say,
with main body box, the half body going
to the top of hive to force vp the hmmy,
care being taken to ent queen cells in th
top half in cight or nino days’ time, If
no increaso is desired, returs the original
brood chambers to their position on the
bottom board after 21 days, or affer honoy
ikh s, exbristar Heom them, and o
wwarming will result.

Both these operations by elevating brood
will control swarming and give o moderato
or keep all the working force of
hees fogether if done at the right time,

After the honey flow  (February
Mareh in this locality), when

tho hives, reassomble {he
nd framcs fo centro of hive,
g two plain on encly side, nnd th

and

going
[
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will appreciate this attontion in formin,
thole \‘vf.,m brood nest and 1ow consumy,
on of sf
e mtor ventilation give 8 in. %
e, according (o strength of

to 3 in
colony.  Spring ventilation can bo stil)
furthier contracted to promote breeding,
and b & duy considerable funning

will be notic«‘uhle, but only for a shori
a safo Tule to follow that if

tion 1 uso a doublo cover with oiled mat
on tho Alexander plan, as my exporience
is that the bees prefer a sealtd cover and
uso up less winfor storos in maintaining
tho necessary hent for their welfaro and
breeding in spring espec Summor,
with a honey flow, is a different proposi
tion, and o Um\\lgh or upward ventilation
is advisable, ed with shadc.

Tha wilt, doubtleds ba. Griatista who
will adversely eriticiso this ideal brood
chamber, and to such T would say, try one
Dbefore you condemn it, and T think you
will bo agrecably surprised at the result.

Ona important, thing must be admitted,
fhat in autumn, winter, and spring the
vitality of the bees is conserved, whick
goes o long way to ward off discase. As
a matler of fact, sinco I adopted this ar-
rangement of frames, I have had no return

of foul-brood.

Tor spring brooding it cannot be ex-
celled, as the protection afforded by the
closed end combs is always at band, and
calonies so provided are away ahend of
others having only open end frames, it
being understood fhat colonies are headed
by a good queen and not a skim-milk one.

Beekeeping for Beginners.

[As (hose Tustructions conform to the acasons
Auieklng

nd Districis, an allowance must
erence ln' latitude North and
bee-ncanons In extrome
woelis tarlier. aad 1o Hoathiand
Giren weeks Tntereefid ]

By the end of this month all the hives
should be fixed up for (he winter, and tu
ensure that the heos shall eome through
all right it {5 necessary to sce to ono or
two things,

Wo will tuke it your hees ave all queen
right, and there are no signs of diseasc.
Iow are they off for stores? heeanse lack
of suflicient Iunv‘{ to st them over tho
winter well into oarly spring rieans a hive
badly luunhunm»ml ab the heglnning of the
season, und w dunger of them heing sturyed
out before thon, Tf yonr hive not
good sealed stores in “avery comb in tho
brood chumber, then you must, feol then
witl syrup, anil - food g styup tor wi
storen and foeding fn tho spring nro bo

lees

bees Lwater and bring it ta the bail

different mofters, To foed now you will

up mmh- upof two of sogiy
ter, Bl keraseno lin with
L tip it into
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a4 buth, then stir vigorously whilst two
oraset ting of sugar are being put i, s
that it is all dissolv
fecding must e nos within the
and the operation carried on just at
dusk, when all is quict in tho apiary. Of
feeders Lhere is mo end, and I am not
going to adviso you on any particalar one.
Any tin of o decmﬂ. size with a pross lid
will make as eflicient a feeder

quite full of syrup, press the lid on, take
an empty super with you to the bive to he
fed, carefully take off the cover and mat,
not’ disturbing the bees too much. pub the
empty super on, turn the tin of syrup
upside_down on top of the frames, cover
up, and tho bees will carry the syrup down
and storo it in tho combs.” Make sure there
are no holes whero robbers ean get in be
tween the super and hive, else you will
bo in trouble. Repeat the operation whore
necessary, and when all have plenty take
the empty super awny and make ali snug

Take purticular notice of yonr
as lenky covers are a source of many
troubles, and if you come across any thiit

weals replaco with sound ones,
or repair the leaky one with rubberoid, or
similar substance. Before stowing away
your supers, overhaul them a bit, and re
pair any places that need it. Clean away
tho propolis from the edges and the rabbet
on which the frames rest, and if possible
give them a eoat of paint, which means
Tong life to your supers.
our_extractor, tank, honey knifo and
ar appliances connectod with the honey
hould be well washed with boiling water
and thoroughly drind beforo putting away
till wext season. All appliances now are
very expensive, and it behoves us to take
a bit of care with those we have.

For the next threo or four months there
is very littlo work nceded nt the lives;
in fact, if you have followed these instruc
tions there will bo nothing, so I intend to
give vou an articlo or two on the joy of
making  thin We shall want a few
emply benzino and kerosene cases for our
timber, one or two empty tins, a few tools, |,
and a workshop, and T think we will spend
a pleasant and profitable time together.

THE EDITOR.

cover

District Reports.

TARANAKIL

Extracting is in full swing, and the
orops, gonorally speaking, aro average,
being slightly bottor than last season. The

weathor is inolined to b cold for March,
and not sueh a good month as usual for
quecn-rouring.

Tho frst woek in Mareh consisted
strong cold southerly winds, and
quovns flying b that timo were lost.

H. R, PENNY.

of
st
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{‘CANTERBURY TALES."’
By E. G. WARD.

suppose most Canterbury beemen arc
now busy getting colonica into  winter
quarters an

taking off the final surplus

B
g

ney.
The weather during the last month has
been very favourable on ths whole, and
in the Ellesmere district there has been
quite a contented hum among the bees,
which seoms Lo iudicate that some houey is
still being gath
In going rhwngh ‘the brood boxes, T was
agreeably surprised to find that mosk colo-
uies were well supplied with winter stores,
and in cousequence I havo been able to
xiract @ little moro than T had expected
Thiere is a good showing of clover oven
now, but whether it is yielding much [ am
doubtf
Mr. ‘“Critie,’" you are not playing fair
cver that quecn-rearing busimess. If you
iook up the report of my remarks at the
1012 Conference, you will find I said that
queens ought to be sold at 3/6 eaen if
bought in large numbers; also I did not
stipulate that they were to be ‘‘tested.’
After rending the letter from the Misses
Ttarnard and Barnes, it looks as it thero
was some justification, atlhongh I failed
succeed with the wholesalo plan. L
am now going to confess to failure by the
oft-quoted Swarthmore plan shiking
boes into o swarm box. How many times
and how many varieties of colonies I have
tried I do not know, but more than I
and yet T bhavo nover
in getting a batch of cells
[ believe I did get » solitary one
jelly for u bateh “‘a la
Yet thore are others I know
who have no trouble in using this metho
However, after all 1 am going to agrec
with you. I am satisfied after the experi
ence T have had that a tested queen is
well worth 10/~ and I would not eara to
produce queens for less in this locality.

There has h

care to think abou
succeeded
started.

en o good deal said in
“Gleanings’’ as well s in our own Journal
about the honey mothod of quecn introdue
tion, and T decided to give it a trial this
season. Queens have been pretty hard to
rear, and a mighty lot of virgins got lost
in mating, but [ risked fivo nice-looking
queens. - They wera doing splendidly in the
nueleus hive, and it with fear and
trembling that " tollowod the' Mstenotiosia

o the letter. Every ono was accepted. and
G laying, but 1 did not like their looks
after they were established in the new
home—appenred something like a man or
woman would after being dragged back-
wards through a gooseberry bush. To make
a long story short four out of the five were
Bupeisoted by the baes WAGNER & moath,
The remaining one is going strong,
her work should be w **ringe
thanktal for small mereies, but [ am going
back to the cage plan affer all. I may
mention *‘en passaut’' that I have hud
similur experienve with the *‘smoka plan,”’

2]

Olcainwn, 17/3/18,

which was all the rage three or four yours
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Mr. ¢‘Critie,” just gloat over

ago. New to take all you say in

vlus and ¢ Promise.
"'?'“:f:;pm overyone knows the motto,
“United we stand, divided wo fall,”’ but
it it apt to be forgotten somotimes. Tho
Editor’s remarks in last Journal illustrate
{ho truth of it, and I endorse all he says.
My chief reason in referring to tho matter
is to try if 1 can induce the members of
the newly-formed ‘‘Bee Club’' in Christ-
chureh to become an ally. Tt is quite plain
{hat the Secretary (Mr. Gill) has got **bee
fovor” in o very bad (or shall T sny aggra-
vatod) form. T had it myself, and 1
not .hmk it will ever get out of my blood.
If the members take the Journal,
and T hnp-f they all do, I ean promise them
4 hearty weleome at the mectings of the
Cunterbury Braneh of the National, and
| have not the slightest doubt that there
are many of the members who will be only
too glad to explain some of the modes of
treatment by which ‘‘bee fever’'’ is cured,
or at any rate alleviated. In other words, hy
joining in with us you will get the benefit

of all the members’ experience by asking
for it, and all the advantages of National
membership for a very swall fee. I un-

derstand that it is probable that mowthly
meetings are to be reverted to, and 1 am
sure the enthusiasm of the Bee Club, added
to the sober experience of the present,
members of the old Canterbury Bee-
keepers’ Association, will work wonders.
Thiuk it over. ladies and gentlemen, and

DO IT NOW.

Tt would seem from a conversation I
had with a previous customer of mine a
short time ago that the H.P.A. has at least
one kind friend in Canterhury. 1 was
informed that there are onmly 28 share
Lolders, and that the operations of the
Company do not count for much. Several
other items of information were mentioned,
all of which go to prove that if possible
somcbody is going to ‘‘put a spoke in our
wheel'" 'if he can. So far as I know
the Company has not done much business
st draw attention to possible
The old order of things is not
des .ul yet.  There are so many who keep
bees as a “‘side line,”” and accept almost
any old price, that a vigoroue eampaign
is necessary to dissipate some of tho
foggy ideas prevalent about co operation
in honey production.

I am sorry only one reader is willing
to get his journal bound. Laps there
are others who, like myself, aro going to
do it for the ‘“fun of the L].nng 771 shall
probably do mine this winter, as I like
to refer back sometimes, and there are
many things which are forgotten if only
road once and thrown de. have
““Gleanings” from 1912 till the present,
and with other bee books they make quite
ali

Lt you pant a foretaste of the ot pluce,
use ‘a  Baines =
R capping  melter,—(Con-

Your address in ved ink means subscrip
tion due,

Gorrespondence.

BENZINE TINS AND CASES.
(T0 THB BDITOR.)

Sir,—You and somoe others arc giving
the benzine tins for exporting honey some
severe criticism, and perhaps you may be
right. Oldman, on page 30
(February Journal) gives his oxperience
and easy method of cleaning henzine tins,
and also has bad no complaints after seven
or cight years' trial in_putting honey up
in these tins. Now, I undorstand that
when our honey is shipped Home, it is not
put on the open market in bulk, but is
heated and emptied out of tho tins, and re-
put up in suitable pots, &c., and our tins
either new or old (clean benzine tins) are
thrown out. this is correct, then why
not make use of the benzine tins and save
the expense of uew ones? Ieconomy is the
order of these times.

New honey tins landed in our workshop.
this scason cost 2/3 cach. Benzine tins
with push-down lid fixed cost 4d. ench,
saving of 3/10 per cuse. Certainly the

new tins hold 60 Ibs. nett, while the
benzive tins hold only 56 lbs. nett. How-
ever, allow 19 cases to the ton, which

means a little over the ton in the 60 1b.
tins. We can save £3 12s. 10d. per ton.
Then, aguin, ¢ using benzine cuses for
putting our honey tins in. A clean Shell
benzine case when planed over by n e
penter looks every bit as good as and muel
better than some of the export cases I have
seen. We have bought hundreds of these
empty cases, and they cost us, landed in
workshop, 6d. cach, against pow cases in
flat 2/- ench. Thus, we save 1/6 on case
and 3/10 on tins, or i’) 1¢. 4d. per ton. So
why not mauke use of that which otherwisc
would be wasted, and 1 do not seo why
we should have points deducted from our
grading notes if put up in the benzine tins
and cascs, providing the cases are well
cleaned and in good order, and the tins
frec from rust, &c., and if there is anmy
fault to find, why not the grader condemn
it straight out? I myself cannot see why
the honey should suffer for fhe tins or
cases in the way of points. If beokeopers
put their rogistered mumber on top of ench

so that should there be any fault
overlooked by our graders, it could be

easily Lrued in cuse of bad tins or taint
in llum.y
Wow, e Bilior sad jathiess; 2y ok

forget T havo written these fow lines on
the understanding that our honey is not
put on the open market, If it was, T wou!l
say condomn benzino tins, but not the
cages.—1 am, &e,

A. L, LUKE.
Avmlum, m/g/w

.

(o 'mm mnm‘un )

his lotter is not intended for pub-
'.m... in tho Journal; it is merely to
give you an idea of beekeoping in this
part of 80 you can moko o few ro-
warks in your Fditorial if you think it
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advisable. T have no desire to cause ill-
fecling with the beekeeper I will refor to,
fact, he is more to bu pitied than
blamed.
For ugm or mine years T have been
fighting foul-brood with discased colonies
all ronnd me. Theso outside colonies have
gradually died out, till practically only one
beckeeper is left within a mile of my
apiary. Of course, as these colonics dieil
out, my bees were good enough to clean
up all their honey; that is what kept the
disease going with me all these years, Time
after time I felt like giving in, but somo
how beekeeping has too strong a hold of
me, and each spring I was as keen as over.
For two years running [ melted up evory
comb, 2,000 or more each season. Last
season I had only five cases, and this
season none at all. [ have been shaking
hands with myself this season, thinking
the foul-brood trouble was done with.

Well, to get to business.
less than a mile from my apinry made
start about four years ago. He had no
previous experience that I kmow of. He
bought up colonies here, there, and every
where, mostly in box hives, made hives,
and transferred the bees. For two yeurs
e put in a lot of work and looked after
his bees properly, but ovidently he found
he was not getting rich as quickly as Le
thought he would, consequently he has not
bothered working the bees the last two
sensons.

T intend starting one or more ont-apiaries
nest season, so on hearing he wanted to
sell his hives and bees, [ went to make

deal. ound him away, but his son
showed me the apiary. Directly I saw
the apiary my suspicions were aroused, so
T obtained permission to take an inventory
of the hives, &e., and oxamine a few
colonies. This is what I found:—

40 hives (some supered, others only brood

chambers) on stavds.
4 fnir colonies (working in the supers)
8 weak colonies (mere nucleus)

28 dead colonies.

I examined a few of the dead colonies, and
found the combs rotten with foul-brood anl
wax moth larva, and & splendid home for
mice. Three of the best colomies 1 ex
amined were diseased. T did not bother
_Cxamiuing any more; it was obvious that
they were all diseased. T lifted the covers
of every dead hive, and every one of thew
still have the combs left in. One or two
aro just being cleaued out by robber bees;
the ‘rest are without honey—robbed out
long ago.
1 hava reportod this matter to our in
spoctor and also to Mr. Kirk, but do not
intend waiting for their assistance. By the
timo the red tapo gets finished with pro
hably it will be well into winter. I want
a clonn up before tho Noney flow is over,
so if ‘)osslble T intend buying this bee-
koaper's boos, hives, frames, &c., including
the foul-brood germs, wax moth, larva, and
all complete, and cleaning up to  suit
myself.

Our inspector hus only paid one official
vigit here, somo three years ago. SaW
the result of his instructions soou ufter-

A beekeeper | wi

wards. One beckeeper with three or four
colonies (300 to 400 yards from my apiary)
e ordered to treat for hmlbruod and
by jingo! they cured it all right. The
frames were shaken out of the hives into
the long grass and the empty
thrown into the rubbish hea
those bees were cured,
anxious to have th
by similar methods.

Bodies
bt

wae o dop “Fecl
30 colony lot eured

Myr. Editor, this is not a fairy tale. 1
assure you every word is true, so if you
think it advisablo to mention this letter
in the Journal, you can make use of any
facts I have written. I do mot wish mv
name or the exact locality mentioned be
cause of the beckeeper comeerned. As |
said before, I consider he is hardly to be
blamed, beeause no doubt if the Apiaries
Act had been carried out ke would bave
had more encouragement to continue look
ing after his bees. Of course, our inspector

i pick who supplied the information, but
that I do not

intend losing any
over—I am, &e.,

<leep

P.S.—I know it is against the law to dea
in diseased bees, hives, &c., but we dp not
have any Apiaries Act in thesc parts.

[Although the above letter was not in

tended for publication, we have tuken tho
liberty of doing so, that it may be known
to all the splendid effect our Apiaries Act
has had om the industry after cight o
nine years’ operation. We pride ourselves
on the excelleney of that Act, its far-reach
ing powers, its penalties, &c., &c., but when
you come down to its effectiveness this
letter suppliesit. Hereis a case that, unles<
the man had been an enthusiast. be woull
have given up at great loss, and now, just
Wik s a) got his apiary about clean
of disease, ho finds an apia
a mile away rotten with it.
note: ome official visit in three years by
the inspector! Good heavens! "And wo
are told by those respousible for the en
forcement of the Act, when we ask for
assistance to cope with this sort of thmu
“‘to wait till the war is over.' =
Fd.]

STARTING QUEEN CELLS.
(TO THE BDITOR.)

Sir,—The method of obtaining quecn
cells by the horizontal comb plan, as ex
plained by Miss Emma Wilson in the
American Bee Journal, from which you r
print her article, was known and tried in
New Zealand ten years ago. In the season
of 1908 T first raised cells on this method
at the Waerenga Apiary, and at the initial
trial 60 good queen cells resulted. Follow
ing this 80 good cells were raised on the
one comb at the Ruakura Apiary. Photos
of the prepared comb and the finished 80
cells were taken by myself; they were re
produced in the ‘New Zealand Farmer,'’
together with a (nll explanation of the

and also in the last edition of my
‘beo manual, where the history of the pro

coss is given.
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I might almost cluim to have introduced | Thero is no doubt that a h'll?v{:lz::hr:lj‘

tho sehemo into until T sent
copics of the photos an explanation (o
. Phillips, which m made known

e m-

hefore o meeting of a N York Bee:
keepers' Association, un)lnng had_been
done in this line in the States. T'hotos

and an explanation from myself subsc
qunml\- appeared in *Gleanings,’ and Dr.
Phillips in_ his excellent book, ‘‘Beekeep:
in giving an illustrated account of
the plan, has named it ‘“The Iopkina
Method.”” T do mot, however, consider it
Qeserves that mame, ns it originated, 1
Dolieve, in Austria—T am, &e.,
1, HOPKINS,

(TO THE BDITOT.)

Sir,—"* Canterbury Tales'* are tales of
woe when read from the quesn-rearing
point of view. My esperience with the

Latham method was far more encouraging.
Here it is. I renred no less than seve
batebes of thirty grafts each, and in no
case was Joss than 38 accopted. | romoved
the queen of fhe live sclected for rearing
when it was easy to find her—that is, in
the forenoon. The same evening 1 removed
the brood, and placed eight frames of un

ipped boney and a frame of cell cups in
lace. Next morning, as early as it
was safe to. bandle, young brood without
fear of chilling, I grafted, without jelly,
tho wurmed and pollshed cellcnps. ~ The
hive was then severely left alono until the

tenth day, when the npe cells were placed | (i

for the Apinry
affairs that has

the Canterbury
distriet for the last few years eonld have
heen avoided under proper suporvision.
Had o firm hand been in cbarge mueh un
plonsantness would have been avoided, and
we would nob bo in want of an inspector
here now. I am not so sure that it would
be n good plan to bave tho National Asso-
ciation or even the Conference pass their
opinion on prospective appointment.
While it would appear to do away with
any lole-and-corner business, it would not
necessarily procurc  the N It
would not necessarily secure a strong char
neter, which is the most important qualif
cation, but it would rather help a showy,
popular man, or the ono who had the most
friends af the Conference. Tf o name were
submitted and not approved, it would then
o up to the Conferenee to suggest their
choico. Could we agree? T wonder! |
rather faney that things wouold get lively
if therc wore too many nominations, On
the whole T think we had better trust the
Commissioners,—I am, &o.,
W. B. BRAY.

(TO THE BDITOR,)

Sir,—I wonld have liked fo have scen

D. Kelly's papér xe (iitho
Paradise.”” e writes to keop ofhers from

les as himself. T

widling) Eua sime: muisla
i he should blame himself and not the

into muelei. Tt was always my practice to advice to him would be,
examine the young queens by opening the : F i an o aathar e T all
sipe queen-cel. This year I bad Jittle|\womn give extra ventilation, also a super
need for this, and my queens for the most

part are exccllent, and all are as good as
I have reared by any other method I bave
tried—J am,

M. €. WEDDE.
February 15th, 1918.

CHIEF APIARIST.

(TO THE EDITOR)
Sir—1 wish to clear up a point which
seems to grieve Mr. Hoplins, judging by
his remarls on page 41. Ile accuses me,

when Editor of the Tournal, of appropriat’

ing his ideas from the **Farmer’” without

acknowledgment, 1 am not g thought
reader, neither did T read the **Farmer'’
el T e it, neither

i 2ir, Hopking subseribe to our Journal

and we werc not on each other’s exchange
list—what need when the “Farmer'” still
claimed to be the official organ of the

National Beckcepers' Associution? Clearly
it must have been a case of grent minds
linking alike. But the fact of the matter

is that in 1916 the Southland Bocl Y(l‘(-/)r‘n
Association rent

wmongst others, a remif
suggesting the appoint
ment of o Chief Apiarist. Far rome un.
explained reason this remit was allowed to
drop ko quietly that nobody henrd the full,
T noticed it,” and wondered why. The
resolution earriod at last Conforence justi. |

fied my bringing tho matter forward in | hottling

time.

of cmply combs between those oceupied
by the bees; keep the extractor goiug, and
o uot allow the frames to get more than
a little eapping on. When the air is dry,
tho days hot, and the honoy pouring in
from tho swamp, seven to ton days is long
cnough between the extruetings.

Hoping the nbove may Lelp Mr.

Kelly
nd others,—I am, &e.,

L. GLENN

Waipawn, 10/3/18.
(TO THE EDITOR)
Sir—While on my 14 days’ leave to

England from the front, T took advantugo
of tho opportunity und visited Bristol, with
the view of having n look over the plant
put up by the Bristol and Deminions Pro-

ducors’ Associntlon for (ho purposo of
treating our New Zealund honoy' hoefore
placing same upon the market, 1 cun now

sy hat T lave soon s an decomplishol
fact the drenms and hopes of, suy, 51020
yenrs buck of a numbor of’ the londing
14 fur socing buokoopors of tho Dominion,
and thrdugh tho work of thy Bookcoper
Associations und w fow of it most on-
ustic mombers hrough the 1,04, ail
Brter and Dominiony Producors’ Associn:
fion wo buve mow in existonen n plant
s of houay l:v tho thowsinl

o placed on the ‘markel in thou

ready o
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sands of the grocors’ shops of tho niteq
Kingdom, and which is to my mind (e
ey of success o the beekeeping industry
of the Dominion,

Shortly after arriving ut Bristol 1 called
the offics of the B.D.P, Ascociation,
Major Norton, who takes o
special_interest in our N.Z! produce, and
especially our boney. Iere 1 got a very
cordial welcome. T'rom here we went (o
the bottling department, which is only o
short distance from the officc. This is in
two large rooms, where there are o number
of workers all busy handling the hone:
Thero was tho honey in bull as it arrived
at the depot from overseas, the tanks for
liquifying it, the vessels for running it off
joto the various sizes, and kinds of recep
tacles, and which after being packed intn
neat Doxes are sent out to a thousand and
one different shops, big and small. Here
we have a system which should commend
itself to every beeleeper of the Dominion
iu its simplicity and business-like mothod
of getting the honey right from the hive
as it wore to the buying public with the
loast possibla cost and worry to the pro
ducer and the best possible Teturn; while
aguin the producers must realise that to
bave this part of tho handling dono by
those who are professionals in tho husine
world, and who are right on the spot for
buying in largo quantities all material rc
quired, and also distributing large quanti
ties, i a great saving in itself.  Again,
wo must_realise that all producers arc nol
y
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fldence ono in the other. Of course, T
not say thut we have not got this to a
great extent at the present, but it could
be strengthcned; them the same thing is
needed in the beckeepers of the Dominiou
and our Associations, and this will
bring about the conditions aimed for—
viz, all the honey shipped through the
one channel, and the best possible article
brought within rench of the vast field of
consumers at reasonable prices, a regular
supply, and a fair return to the producer.
I feel sure that we are on the bighway
to_this state of affairs. Scme of us fo
bring the indusiry up to the present good
foundation have had to sacrifice good
steady local markets and tempting prices,
while others have not only faced the ahove
but have put in much hard work; but
after visiting Bristol T am more confident
than ever that the near future, if not the
present, will and is justi all risks
and inconveniences put up with in fhe
past.

Another word. We are not alone in
this matter, as there are large quantities
of United States, Californian, Cuban and
Ohilian boney coming into Britain to-day,
and I was able to sample some, and [ must
eay that the quality of some is very good.
land if we do not sce and grasp our oppor
tunity—in not pulling together and study
ing the future at o possiblo small saeri-
fice mow—theso brands
absolutely, eut us out, affect us materially;
ut given n fair chance, and tho HLP.A-
every producer in the Do

business
ability, no matter what like we may be
at producing honey. When we realise
“‘and some have already,” then there will
e a big step forward in the right di
tion. There are other advantages of hav-
ing a system like this, Permit mo fo
mention one—viz., the matter of labour—
the time saved ‘at the apiary *‘at a tim
of tho year when a beekeeper’s time is
golden,”™ by putting the honey up into
Targe receptacles instead of small 2 b, and
116, pots, which time would allow the pro-
ducer to keep mare bees and produce po-
sibly from one-vighth to a quarter more
oney.

Major Norton was only too willing an
ploased to huve me or any other New Zoa
land producer in to ask questions, look
over the books, or learn any further in
formation that would tend to bring us mor
together and bring about n thorough nuder
standing between us in New Zenland aud
his dopartment.

T would like to point out nnd emphasise
us strougly as possible that if wo are (o
take advantago of tho splondid oponing
and alrondy good foundation laid aud
briug about tho bost possible results, and
to oua who looks to tho futura, **we canuot
mako too much of this point that the
fubwre of the trado must bo well to tho
foro in all our presont actions.’” There
appoars great possibilitios in store for this

ow Zouland prod But to got tho
bost, 0 thorough undorstanding on our side
wnd ‘this sido is needed and o thorough con

by
minion that the quantity and quality be
kept up, the outcome will, I feel sure, be
more than satisfactory to all—I am,
3/1715  Cpl. T. H. PEARSON.
France, 18/1/18.

[The above is first-hand evidence of
what is being for us by our agents
in England, and is

tended all along that our
ing is perfect. Wo aro sur
will not bo offended when we state that
he was one of those who bad built up
a splendid local market for his honey, and
was at first vory reluctant to give 1t up
and place the whole of his
the bands of the I
scon what the resnlt himself and
the whole of the becke the Do
minion, and only emphasises the fact that
absolute loyalty to our organisation is the
salvation of the industry—Ed.]

for

(TO THE

TTOR.)

Re embedding foundation by elec-
. I tried every method.
none has beén a sue-

or past three years [
have not embedded at all, and I
scarcely over have a faulty comb.
frames are threaded with throa wires, each
one tacked independent of the other, and
| the foundation placed in and out between
| the same, the foundation being fixed to the
top bar ‘with hot wax, not wedges. It

and
o
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frames 6o fixed and drawn out in thola little beer. The officers get all the
supors, they will bo absolutoly perfect, | whisky. Wo are getting o nip of o
firmly ﬂxod to the bottom bar, and no drone |twice a week. A relulive sent me n cak
comb.—T am, &e, and we cuch reevived from the Wcllynghm
C. |Braneh of the N.Z. Gift Fund J ting or
. jam, 4 of mill, 4 fowels, 4 havdkere

(TO TIB BDITOR)

Si—We havo plensure in enclosing
herewith 4 sample of comh foundation
manufactured in Japan,  Owing to the

difficulty of obtaining supplics from the
States, and the shortnge of wax in the
Dominion, we are compelled to look to out-
wido markets for supplies. It may surprise
and interest you to know that Japan is
quoting foundation at a higher price £.0.b.
Kobe than the retail price in New Zew
land, and that she quotes crude beeswax
e without any
iveries.—Wo aro, &c.,
ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD.
[These samples were quite equal to that
imported from America, but the price i
very high, and wo expect all supplics that
have to be imported will be the same—
Bl]

(TO THE BDITOR.)
Sir—I was pleased to receive copy of
Beekeepers’ Journal dated Junc 28th, the
frst since leavin,
last. Although taking only a small interest
in hoekecping before coming here, I will
most likely go in for it further on my
T

en at Abbassia (close to Cairo) I

was told thore was a hive of bees not

r away, but I did not see any, nor have
T seen any around here. About a mont]
awo, closé to Jaffa, about twenty miles
northwest of Jerusalem, we bought two
mill-tins (soldered up) £ull of liquid honey
for 2/- each from a vative. It was dark
coloured aud watery, and if collected from
orange flowers 1 cannot say 1 liked it,
Orange trees secmed to be the principal
honey-producing agent there. They
bearing fruit at the time, but no blossoms
Out in the fields there was nothing grow-
ing but a little coarse grass. Some vege-
tation was beginning to sprout after the
rain, Tt rains vMy little here
winfer time, Later in the day a fe
Dbues (not like our Jtalians in New
land) came around and helped themsclves
to somo of what was left.

When riding through a villige a day
o by batars T b0ee (ualy oy
Bives in u yard next the road. They had
flat roofs on, and appearcd fo he frame
hives and empty.

At tho cantecn the other day I priced
somo pound tins of Euglish boncy (from
Somerset, I think the lubel stated), and
was told’2/-

turn.
When

e Ib. Q0 it

for

73
ol price
o not

« rl‘H e8. [
we pay duty on_anything.
piastres, and English jam

tre is roughly 215,

100 cquitls

Wo are baving u quiet Christmns here,
Wero issued with a little exta flour and
Taising for a pudding, and were given

(

Zealund_a Merry (
perons New Year—L am, &e.,

g New Zealand in June |op

1 fins of cigareties, and 4 tins potted meat!
Wishing you and tho beckeopers of New
Miristmas und o Pros
E. GOODALL.
Southern Palestine, Dec. 28, 1917,

Address: Trooper B. Goodall, 42149, N.7.
Scetion Tmperial Cmel Corps, Abbussit,
Jof t.

(TO THB BDITOR.)
Sir,—The Jast issue of the Journal culled
for more comment re the grading of honey,
and was hardly mentioned at the Field Duy
gathering; but the pucking was well cou-
mented upon and.lustractive. =Nt being
way, but intorested, may I suggest
that mstcml of being &0 many grades that
Forest. Semi-
Forest, and Tield Honoy, and each Kind
put on tho market oo ifs merits, and not
bo left to the will of the grader, for the
simple reason is that therc are as mangy
varicties of honoy as there are varietics
Fruit, and if thero is ome_thing the
purchaser loves it is varicty. If tho bees
do not know where to gathier their honey
from and what is the best, we had bettcr
leavo it to the grader and call the bee a
frand.
Yes, 8ir, I beliova you ire the bost Bre
Journal Bilitor 1n.the world in not adver.
sing thic bis us. U misi lgathaoms o
Taea by not making disease yonr
chicf topic in every issue like most Bre

Journals.—I am, &e.,
T. STEWART.
3/18.

Waiorangaom

Answers to Gorrespondents.

B, Feilling—We know of no short
cutd Lo obtain the wax from old combs,
&e,, without the s a boiler and
proks, and you ean rest assurad that the
moncy spent is well m\wml as the
amount of wax saved by using proper
pplinness. wowld fenaily” phy: ha. Bl
Get ol of w earbido drum for a boiler,
and you can for n fow shillings make o
it

splendid press, oo not know
how, wrife again.

Department of Agricnlturo, Tndnstries, aud
Commore

Wellington, 116h March, 1918,

A [T, ¢ Buines, B,

Soeretury Natfonal Beckeopers’ Assi,
Kuti Kuti, Buy of Plonty.

Sir,

With reforance (o your letter of the

it ultino suggosting O went to your
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Association by this Dopartment of ty.
alance of tho subsidy of £100 per annun
for three years, which the Assoeinti
nnnhln to claim
uamed, T hav m you
that it e e Moty to_extend to 31
Moy mext the period during which tho
sound for pound subsidy on subscriptions
collected from members of the Association
{4 payable.
[ bave the bonour to be, Sir,
Your obodient servant,
. 8. POP

Seeretary,

Beekeepers' Exchange.

ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be
Inserted at the rate of 2/- per 36 words

per Insertion.

wmm in Up to-date
e Farm; handy man can have employ
Pt AhlR S el

ASSISTANCE

. OLAYTON,
Peol Forest

N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL.

GARNIOLANS.

The experience we had with
strains of this race over twenty yeara ago
showed grent variation in the progeny uf
queens S to gentleness 11n\'nnnbly more
goutle thun the blacks), swarming, and
colour. Generally, we found the Carniolans
more prone to swarm than either the blacks
or the Ttalians, but with our present.iy
knowledge of swarm control should not bur
them being given a fair trial by those who
care to do so. They aro not o be beaten
for comb honey production, filling out tiy
sections well, and capping them white.
are very diligent where and when nectar is
to be obtained, working carly and late.
Their brood-nest is usually large when
. tho queen laying
making the brood
combs a picture of perfection. As dise
vesisters they are neither better nor worse
than the blncks—perhaps not so immune or
resistant as the Ttalian race.
We found their steel grey colour did nat
find the same favour with queen buyers
yellow colouring of the Ttalin
bramlers have

several

Become

The Dandy honey spoon makes a splendi(
wedding present.

Boucs 1 o wiob not
hero for some yeurs,
several places "in

da t
w;‘ got them from
Amorien

In o multitude of councillors there i<|through tho late anl Pvntnu and others.
wisdom. Come to the Confercncoand hear. | Mosgiel. WM. CIHAS. BROWN.
lear(s, our lopes are all with tes,
earts, our Hopes, ONF prayers, our {eare
our taith mum haut o'er anr fears
Are all with thee, ure all “-ILll thee."
"fr‘l\uu
B. G. BDDWARDS, late of Gernldiue. Invalided N. C. NAPUER. Alfredton
home. W. J. JORDAN, Ngaruawabla.
L. D CARTER late of Spriugfeld. urallded | 6 qurnms, Fairvies
o, el
I — UURDO MeKBNZIS, Disrobin.
W. A. HAWKE, Whitceliffs. L DLACKIR, Ryal Bue

8, R. SMITH, Woodbury.
R. N. GIDLEY, Christehurch.
J. SILLIFANT, Christchurch
T. b HOLMES, Pirongia.

Killed In action

9. H. PRARSON, Clandelands.
R B HARRIS, Te Kowlal Wounded
I P, IRELAND, Te Kowlal

G. R WILLIS Pukekobe

A, BCKROYD, St. Alburs, s Clmistebnren
A. CUR'TIS, Porowhitn.

W. @. DONALD, Brookside.

. N. HONORE, Otakelo,

1. JBFFERY, Oporiki. Died in Bgypt
4. B. ARMSTRONG, Opotii.

Q. ROGERS, OpotikL

€. BICKNBLL, Greytoww.
P, OTOWAY. Fenthersion.
G. NAPIOR, Alfredton.

Killed in action.
Killed 1o nction.

JAMES IRVING, Albory.

R. M. HAMILTON, Ettrick
. CURRLE, Maungatua

AS MARSHALL, Mauzmstis,

A. BEVAN, Wathan Do

D. CRAWEFOID, Walkorkol

Killed fa action.

R. S. SUTHERLAND, Port Chalwers. Dis-
charged ; To-volumteered.
S. G. HERBERT, Ruawui.

F. W. LUNT, Addington
3. MORGAN, Dameviric.
I SQUIRES, Hawe
BN, MAUTLAND,
R. BATES, Kapong!
1. QUAIFE, Rumeli's Fiat
HARRISON, Waipahl

T, W MCCALL. Wallacetown.
G. I SHAW, Domett
D. McCULLOCH, Havelock North.

L om—\ Killed fa action.
A
C4

Killed la action.

F. CLARK, Westmere; [nvallded; seversly
wonnded.
M. J. DOBBING, Morriosville.
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Honey for Export

We are Buyers of
Honey Packed for Export
at Highest Prices.

‘EX GRADING STORE’, AUCKLAND

CREDIT NOTE and CHEQUE WITHIN 43 HOURS of the
Grading of fhe Honey.

Prices being paid being equal to full value of best
honey in the United Kingdom less shipping expenses.

ALL CONSIGNMENTS TAKEN DELIVERY OF BY
US ON ARRIVAL AT AUCKLAND.

— e

Telegraphic Address— ASPASIA," AUCKLAND.

A. S. PATERSON

AND €0., LTD.,

No. 1 Customs St. West,
s AUCKLAND., s
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New Zealand Go-operative
Honey Producers’ Assoc,,

LTD.,

HAWERA.

WE PAID OUT AS FOLLOWS LAST SEASON—

Light Amber - - 7d.
Medium Amber - 6'/d.
D.A. & C. Grade - 5'/d.

AND STILL MORE TO FOLLOW.

This Season promises even better returns.

This is what the N.Z. Beekeepers
get through Co-operation ?

FULL PARTICULARS and SHARE APPLICATION FORNS FROM
H. W. Gilling,

Managing Director N.Z. Co.-op. H.P.A.,
BOX 104, HAWERA.
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A Wartime Appeal

to New Zealand Beekeepers

The present crisis through which our Empire is
passing, demands of every producer his utmost
effort in production.

All Beekeepers owe it to their nation to double
and treble their output.

The Motherland is crying out for foodstuffs and
is willing to pay almost any price for supplies.
The latest advice is £170 per ton. Over 1/6 per
Ib. wholesale. JUST THINK OF IT!

Every POUND of HONEY produced
will release its equivalent of
Sugar for other purposes
of food.

WILL YOU HELP?

The market value of Honey is to-day over four
times its value in pre-war time. If on no other
grounds increased production means increased
wealth to the Beekeeper.

Do not wait till you want to use your hives and
supplies before you order them. Remember that
shipping space is difficult to obtain, and if you
wait till September or later supplies may not
arrive on time. You cannot afford to let your
bees wait a day on delayed shipments. Decide
now to increase your apiary and order your
requirements without delay.

ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD.

P.0. BOX 572 - - - DUNEDIN
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