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ItalianQueens
RoOT'S STRAIN.

TRY ONE NEXT SPRING.

Miss M. SHEPHERD,
10 WILMER STREET

. - > CHRISTCHURCH.

TO BEEKEEPERS.
Study your own interest and communicate with

us. We make a Bee Hive unsurpassed for excel-

lence in Design, Material: and Workmanship.

We supply in the flat, painted and wade up, or

will supply the timber dressed ready to cut to lengths.
We rail to any part of the North Island.

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION.

HaweraSash& DoorFactory,
QUINBROS.,PROPRIETORS,

BOX 55 - HAWERA.

NICHOLAS’ "4844 es
_We are now very busy making up Foundation Comb, and

advise all who require their Wax made up to forward at once,

ut your name and address on each package.
Every Sheet guaranteed of superior quality, and free from

any Bee diseases,

PRICE, 8d. per Ib., medium brood.

NOTE ADDRESS:

4 Caledonia St., Hawera.
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EDITORIAL.
The Annual Conference of the National

Beekeepers’ Association is fixed for June
13th and Mth, at Wellington, and we want

our readers to get the date well fixed
in their minds, and make all arrangements
in their work so fit in that they are fre¢
to got away for the fow days necessary

to ationd this gathering,
There are to be at least two new depar

tures from previous Conferences, being au

invitation luncheon to all visitors on the
first day, and arrangements are being
made with the Department of Agriculture
that one evening the Government film on

Boakeeping be shown, also some of the
other industries. The luncheon will be by
invitation of the National Association, and
the Honey Producers’ Association, Ltd.

We think this is a very wise move, as

sociahility and friendlin sare the key-
note of sucessful gatherings.

Previous to the existence of the Jour-

nal, the Annual Conference was the only

opportunity we had of airing our griev
ances, discussing matters of interest, hear

ing papers read on the many branches of

our industry, appliances shown, &e., &e.,
and the result was always a rush towards
the end to get the whole programme
finished. The Journal has relieved the

Conference very considerably in this -re-

spect, as in its columns the A to Z of the
industry is brought forward at one time

and another, with comments and disens
sions following.

Well, then, what need is there for a Con-

ference? Why should one be asked to

spend money and time in attending? We
feel that it is nceessary that the members
of all the Branches should meet once a

year, that matters affecting their welfare
should be brought forward and discussed,
so that a uniform line of action may be
decided npon for the inereasing of member-

ship, and there is no doubt that some

formie acid is necessary to liven up some

of the Branches.

Then we

Exeentive
want

that
the members of

were appointed the
the

pre-



of their
jous year to give an account

vious year t
re

stewarilship,And appointeven bett

in their place,
:

‘The Journal, too, and the condnet ofits
baitor comes up for discussion, and if you

had an article censored, or delayed

in publication by him, there's your chance

to administer the perhaps well-deserved
re

buke: he cannot use the blue peneil there!

have

Lastly, there is jal aspect, und if

no business worth mentioning

vould still advocate holding

the Conference for this plone. For years

previous to holding ony position in the

National, the Editor atiended the gather

ings, chiefly to meet those of the erait,

and always enjoyed that element as mu

(perhaps more) than the papers that were

seal for the instruction of the visitors.

It is pleasant to meet and have a chat to

beekeepers from al) parts of the country;

hear their difficulties and suc relate

yours; meet the men whom you only know

by name in seeing articles and correspon

dence signed by them, If you have never

attended a Conference, just try this one,

and we are quite willing to sbide by the

result.

We should appreciate the help of our

readers who have any appliances which

they find useful in their work, if they

would bring them down, and, if possible,
write a short paper on their uses. Should

those who cannot attend the Conference

have anything they think would be helpful
to the fraternity, we should be glad if they
would send them addressed personally to

the Secretary, care N.Z, Express Co., Wel

lington. The National Association will
pay all charges both ways. If sending,
please forward particulars of package to

the Secretary, and despatch the goods early
in the first week in J 5 the Conference
+tarts on the 13th.

The Honey Producers’

holding their adjourned Annual Meeting o

Wednesdi “tbink
is wise, as hitherto this has been held on

Association are

the morning of the second day: of the

Conference, and as all members of the

National are not shareholders, it rather
split up matters, There will no doubt be
a great deal to discuss at this meeting,
and the whole day will allow time to have
all mutters well debated on, and we hope
a large number of shareholders will atten,

We learn that Mr. L, Bowman, late

ApiaryInstructor to the Department. for

fautorbury, has left the service, and un

advertisement appeared for a man to take
his place, ‘The salary atinehed to the
position ix £170, rising to £200 per year,

Whichwe think needs a Jitile comment,What qualifications axe necessary. in the
man who is appointed? We take it he

mustfirt he a successful beekeeper, be

Causeit is not mueh use appointing a’ man

mecannot make a soceess with his owne086 instruct others on how to snee Mhmust be a man with a fairy umount of

&
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oxperienee in hos of the industry
inust be able to write an artiele if ealled
upon, which goes ‘forth to all and sundry
as a Government expert's opinion and ad.
vie; must be able to give from his own

oxpericnee and knowledge lessons in trent.

ing disease, feeding, *wniting, queen-rear

ing, comb-foundation making, &e.,  &e,;
and, last of all, and the most weigthy
from the commereial beckeeper's point of

ew, be able to place honey in its proper
grade—a thing that ean only be learned
by years of experience, Now, it oceurs to

ns that to offer a man with these qualifie:
tions £170 per annum in this year of grace
1918 is ridiculous, as it is not the price of

one and a-half tons of honey! We learn
that beekeepers who were cadets two years

ago are Janghing at their instructors, who
ure content to be continually up and down
the country at all times and in all weathers

at a salary that they (the cadets) beat

hollow. Surely any man with the qualit-
cations necessary to fill the position ad-
vertised for that has 100 hives of bees

would be foolish to exchange positions
with an apiary instruetor.

‘The inspectors were appointed and the
salaries fixed previous to the regulatious
ro grading, and we think that those regu-
lations increased their responsibility very

considerably, and the salary should have

been raised accordingly. In any case, we

believe the price of honey is not going
pack to the figure it was whon these ap-

pointments were first made, and think

it would be only a fair thing to the pre-
sent inspectors. that their salaries be

raised proportionately to the increased

price of honey. By that, of course, we

do not mean the inflated price of to-day,
but worked more on the guaranteed price

given to the HL.P.A., which is G0/-, against
the then ruling price of 87/- per ewt.

Worked on that bas tho salary of the

inspectors, instend of being from £175 bo

£200, would be about £250 to £300, and

none foo much for fully qualified men who

are capuble of filling’ the position
“ * * *

We notice the Department is advertis

ing for a Poultry Expert, at a salary to

start at £180 per annum, whieh is’ £19
more than that offered to an apiary in-

structor, Surely, if it is worth £180, a

“seratches gravel’!
decasionally, and does her best to ive up

to her reputation of being a bird that
lays eggs (which, according to our experi
cnee, i* more or’ lees only rumour), it is

putting the experieneo neevssary for an

apinry instructor at a ridiculous figure to

offer Jess than for a poultry expert, We

have no doubl that experience is necessary

to make keeping poultry a payable. thingy
but we venture to say that it would take

considerably less time to learn the A to 4

of the pouliry business than it does bo

yumple and grado a purcel of honey cor

rectly, which is only one part of our ex

pert’s business,
f

ear to see that a he

. * .

It hos heen suggested that addressing
the wrapper in red ink when the Journal

subscription is due is not allogethor satis:
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factory, as many simply tear off the

wrapper without noticing how the address

is written. Therefore, in futuro we shall

have a slip. inserted which will indicate

to the receiver that the subseription is «dua,
and if the same is not returned that month

with the amount enclosed we shall take it

the Journal is no longer required.

. “ * .

We made two appeals in the Journal last

month—one for readers to join the Na

tional or a Branch Association, and thé

other for just the particulars of their

crops, and in neither ease has the response
becn at all satisfactory. Regarding the

former, we can only bring before the no

of the readers the aims of the National,
which are for the improvement of all those
engaged in the industry. We cannot force

any one to join, but we do submit that if|*
you are going to benefit by the work of

that body, the least you ean do is to help

provide finds to carry on, Onr National

is something like the Farmers’ Union—

there aro over 50,000 farmers in the Anck:

land Province, and only 4,000 are members

of the Union. Tt seems to us a very poor

position to take up—viz., to take all the

benefits that may accrue from the etforts

of a body of men who are willing to give
time and money to improve an industry,
and when you are appealed to for support
of something considerably under 2d. por

week, you pass it by. Is it any use appeal:
z
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possible they will receive something us:

ful. About 3,500 Journals were sent out,
the response has been very satisfac

tory. We think we shall have just about
doubled our subseribers’ list at the end

of May, 13 compared with the same time

last year.

The Honey Market.—Tho English mar

ket is still hnrdening, and the ts

result cabled was 170/- per ewt.

represents about 1/6 per Ib., and the latest

returns from
thei

and D. are most satis

factory, as t le reads:-—‘‘ Honey ex

FORE) Melbourne’and ‘Thermistocla?

shipments: wi

nett—

lowest grate, 13440,
These are wonderful prices

| provided shipping space ean be pro-
should mean very great prosperity

the indostr:

prices

eured,
to those in

Just after “we had sent away the

“<eopy’! for last month’s issue,we received

a cireular from a New Zealand firm of

exporters who were offering as a straight-

out purchase 1/2, 1/1, and 1/- for the

three grades, thoy taking charge of the

honey on arrival at Auckland, and the

cheque to be sent within 48 hours after

grading. y without fear of con

tradiction that this is a reeord offer, and

we ure not surprised that some of the
Ange Again to: beekeepers lost their heads. The thought

. . * " that came to us when we received the

a e

cireular was: ‘(Tf the merchants afford
Regarding the crop reports, When ho] tg pay these prices. in’ Auckland,

Editor appeals for an article on any pa
tiewlar subject, he is met with, «Tam no

good at it: get somebody else,’’ &e., &e.,
but in this case he simply asked you to

send_a post-eard with just three items on

it—Number of hives, inerease, and crop,
and not ten readers have replied. Did it

ever ocenr to you that the Journal is run

jalmost entirely by contributed nows, anc

that all items Sent in are for one purpose—
to make the paper interesting and instruc

tive? It is not very encouraging to the

Filitor to get such a poor response, par

ticularly as the effort required is so small;
but he will hold the appeal open for

auother month, and perhaps we shall fare

better, Please note no names will be pub-
lished, only a number against each record,
and the particulars will be used for no

other purpose.

Wo regret that Mr. H.W. Gilling bas

found it necessary to vosign the office of

Vieo:Prosideut of the National Association,

" * . .

Owing to the big demand for honey

spoons our stock ran out, and we

sorry to disappoint a number af new ay:
seribors, Wo are still trying to get some

thing to take thoir place, but it is very
diMoults everything is in short supply,
and prises are prohibitive for giving away

Wo are kooping tho slips of all those who

have not roveived a gift, and if at all

shipping to England turn over at

then-it is quite certain that the ag
the FLP.A. can do the same, and turn

over the profit to us, which is infinitely

more desirable, That they are doing this

is evidenced by the latest eable, and we

see no cause to go outside our own Asio-

ciation,

Will all members of the National

kindlysend their subscriptions to the Seer

immediately they read this, as he has ta
make up a balance sheet on the 3lst May,
and wants it to be a good one. Branch

Secretaries, please send in every penay
you have collected. The Government are

Subsidising our funds pound for pound, so

every penny counts twopence, and we

want it all Tor the extension of our Asso-

ciation, We believe a vigorous policy is

to be framed, that the Branch Associations

ean bo made moro useful in educating
those who are interested in the industry,
and the National wants to have plenty of

funds to enable it to help all expenses
ineurred.

Come andAre you on your honeymoon?
spend it at the Conference.

Is the beo industry suitablo for ladies?
Come to the Conferenee, and sce wo al-

ways have a fine collection of ladies there.

Come to theDo you want a queen bee?

Conferences and choose one.
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ee ee
Notes from a Breeding

Specialistin England.
(By M. ATKINSON, Bee Farm, Fakenham,

.

Norfolk, England.)

(Continued.)

Having realised the important part oe
‘vone would play, means bad been devised
to control the movements of all wndesir~
able drones from the varied assortment of
bees now assembled and arrangements
made to swamp all outsiders,

Very large numbers of special
were systematically reared by selected

stocks. Seores of sheets of drone foundn-

tion found places in brood frames solely
for goo solid drone-breeding, while whole

supers of shallow drone comb were handed
over to selected queens, to be filled with

the desired drones instead of honey, during

drones

June and July. They did their duty in

fine shape too,

Bot this was not all that had to be

dono to ensure the desired results, and if

one ventured to asi me of what queen
ding chiefly consisted now, I woukl

say ‘Drone breeding.’’ And it ‘s liter
ally the truth, so far as we are concerned

in this country, if we would have other
than the Black.

However, the black drone was done
“brown’’ now, and so remains, as far as

concerns my work, the drone problem
mastere

The bees and the work of my Caucasian

hybrids were now attracting
The hybridisation proved to be
a character that

tention,

of ‘such

little more was needed
to extract the pure Caneasian, and th
strain producingpure composite Caucasion
drones wonld be seeured. This was azrom

plished. ‘They were carefully noted. in

their wintering and springing the succeed,
ing season,

Coincidentally the Golden Italians were

booming, and “by the following spriag
e

promising. The Caucasian
ns were a remark

for what their stocks a

ing late, they were wintered
frames only, in single hives of
Stuff front and baek, doubled
a by no means strong larder with ahy of

and

them—a rather reckless proceeding,” ny

localitybeing a bitter winter propositionFor economy in stores, no be have
handled ever upprouched them, nal
thovgh anxious about them for. various
reasons, I could not help them out unta
quite earl

age with

contained

spring if they could not man
he bi stores (heir three frames

But they did, and started torear brood in fino style on next

nothing. 1 was astonished when
my first overhaul of them
quantity of brood

uinly

to

mide
to ee the largo

ify had, At times
could not Keo ‘

Dut evidently these ae ay st Taeay

for nothing,” Thon T gaye them somna harm fo the brood ensued: thes
hardy,
helps
went
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andbooming for four Fears thyye
queens ed their stocks thros
the snecessive seasons, given me scorey ap
new colonies in inerease, and honey whe,
J let them, of a quality never equalled jj
any bees on the place,

on,

Last autumn the gens were remoyn4
and for a while at least the apiary yi)’
contain no Caueasians. Their Grst y ur

work put them in the front rank Of all
the various races and strnins of bees T 1]
tested, and they were selected for ine
work now decided upon—the formation of
‘a fine golden composite.

This golden composite work has long
passed the point at which the Caneasia
was required, and the absence of the latter
will ease the drone work a little, The
Caucasian is submerged in intermediat

gollen breeders, from which it ean be ex

tracted again later if desired, The choice
of the golden is Anal for the composite,
beeause of the ease of detecting misinat
in

T feel constrained to add some con-

clusions on the evident value of the Cau
casian race of bees, as a potential factor
in the work of building up fine stock.

Apparently few, if any, have an all-roun |
appreciation of them, ‘such as has been

expressed by J. J. Wilder, of Georgin,
U.S.A. He grants they still have some

native imperfoetion on’ the point of pro-

polising, always a trying und vexatious

proceeding on the part of bees addicted

to it in exeess, as it is admitted Caucasian
bees are:

Iu the course of hybridisation and

traction again of the pure Caucasian Black,
this propolising fault, so far as it ean be

a fanlt, has been completely obliterated
in the bees thus produced here, Not. the

slightest trace of it ean be found at hive

entrances or on floor-bourds, The oly
points at whieh any  propolising
at all are frame tops and quilting—a prae
tice common to most bees; but it is less
than is normally deposited by many strains

of, British Blacks,
’

feel sure if J. J. Wilder were to give
serious attention towards securing this

result by similar means, he would in, say,
three scasons, remove entirely a propolis
ing fault he has not eradicated in all the

time he has had his Cauensians by ordinary
selective methouls,

That improvement would not be all he

would gain, I the matter of honey [re
duction, he would stand to gain considor-
ably by the eross-breeding neoded, and it

would ‘be well worth the attempt.
to quality of honey, £ have reason

fo regard here ugain un advantage, juiged
by comparison of the composite Uanen-
sians’ honey, separately extracted, with

that produeod by the best of athor varir

ties of bees on ‘the plnee, all working the

same grounds and at the same time,

Brace-comb building oecurred in the

extracting supers, but was of little aceoun!
Jt oceurred only on frames completely
fillod and seuled, not otherwise, In snetion
work, I haye to record the only disappoint
ment, A number of sections were brace
to the tin dividers, and were, of eourse,
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unsaleable. ‘This fault J

omhopeful w

disappear, should T later extract these hos

again from the intermediate Goldens

‘As a last word on the yalue of the Ci.

easian, the important matter of wintering
puts them away ahead of any other bees
known for countries which must eounr

upon adverse dry or damp conditions. Thu

gempositeCaucasian, as I have observed
t here, is the wintering bee par oxcellence

fordifficult conditions—i.e., moist winters

of that cold, clammy penetrating variety,
whieh chills life more fatally than crisp,

dry wintering ever could. The few faults

of the pure Caueasian T can only regavil
as superficinl, and capable of being elimi
nated in any thoroughly systematic attemp!
fo improve rather than condemn, merely
hecause we do not find perfection at every

point on first nequaintance.
In the details of queen-rearing here, thi

methods adopted are along crthodox lincs,
ag far as conditions permit. Sometimes

favourable conditions will produce cells in

largo numbers, and then mueh contriviag
must be done to seeure them against loss
before mataring,

Sudden and considerable change in tem

perature is a common experience here in

North Norfolk, where we are but a few

miles from the North Sea. A bateh of

a7 cells in one hive, killed in a night in

Jone by a sudden fall of temperature, is a

ad loss, while the mishap may reach treble

the number for one night’s total kill.

The remedy for that is the incubator.

Tt takes care now of all maturing cells

until we reach settled conditions outside,

which may be well into June.

And what are incubated

Generally speaking, away any

hive incubated virgins, if propor ear is

exercised and no makeshift ft-up is press |into service. [t relieves all anxiety,
Neier of weed inéubiting Image admbors
of cells, and ensures better attention io

cells in progress. Examinations of matur-

ing batches are more rapid, and ea

out without the presence of clusteri

and open hives, and there is no

of ebill from unfavourable ontdoer vous

lions, recognising the fact that the

in queen-rearing procee |eee of what the weather may be,
urd they eannot therefore he neglectod.

Some beemen object to artificial incuba.

tion, just as some other people object to

heaven, but if a queen-brealer’s location

happens to be an

inowbator‘in itself. b

may have some reason, Tfit isn’t, he may

have to think a bit and aeeete.fancy,

Baby nuclei are soldom satisfactory here,

Bad weather, intermittent honey flows, and

the gonoral disturbance resulting among
largo stocks makes nuclei of three or four

frames a better and quicker method,
tow baby nuclei are in use of three small
combs each, that mumbor being found
moro satisfactory than two combs. —The

qquoons and bees appear more content when

Mey

queens hike?

be

stang

nt

ean appropriate both sides of a

contral comb for brood purposes. Tn fa

yourablo circumstances the three-trame

Dabies progress well, but wo cannot rely

upon conditions generally,

ERS’ JOURNAL. 6

A doubled ‘baby’! of six frames, in

two tiers, will winter well, even on

severe stand, if the ‘baby’?
inside a full'sized empty hive.

Cell-eups are bored and ent in the

workshop, and waxed all at one time, when

the season begins. They are never used

a second Saveuntil cleaned ont to the
wood and re-waxed. it is quickly done, in

every Paspecteqnal to a newly made cup,
and better than any rejuvenated old one.

My practice is to allow the unused jelly
to dry up firm, then insert the regular
poring bit, which cleans the cup of every-

thing down to the original wood again.

Tf natural conditions favour generous foe

ing of the breeding queen’s larva. no

pruning of the cups is done.

Fertilisation of the virgins varies from

six days after emerging onwards. Tests

have recorded days, when prolonged
adverse weather intervenes, but thers is

no glory in the life of a queen fertilised

so late. Tho rule is, after eighteen days

without egg-laying in evidenee, to replace
queens.

‘American queen-breeders have hail

good deal to say in ‘Gleanings’? for No:

vember and December, 1917, of their «liffi-

culties in queen yards from abnormal

weather conditions during the whole of

their 1917 season. Their difficulties may

have helped them to realise the queen-

rearing paradise they usually enjoy, vom

pared to others less fayourably sitna(ed.

We feel grateful if wo can experience once

or twice in a season eight or ten successive

days of consistently fine mating weather.

We need vigorous queens
indeed to moct

our conditions, and exaetlythe same ap-

pliesiG the werkecs ities otal produee
satisfactory crop repor these con-
ditions, coupled with the ‘Isle of Wight’
disease, which constitute the rocks on

which foreign races of bees are broken in

England, and the chic? arguments on whieh

composite bee-breeding here are founded.

Tam convinced that the final results of the

composite work undertaken will fill the bili

handsomely. And probably no such com-

plicated problem has been forced upon the
beo industry of any other country in the

world.

Tn addition to the various races of bees

already enumerated, Yellow Carniolan bees

were investigated, also Duteh, pure and

hybridised by Ttalian drones. For various

reasons none of these could be accepted.
The Dutch bee proved to

warmers as any Carniolans,
interference of their programme t

tempted, they proved first-class loafers.

(To be continued.)

this

is placed

is

Remedy for Bee Stings—Hot water,

fpromplly: applied, ia said,to be an akcellaul

remedy tor the pain and swelling of bee

stings. [odine, painted on at once, is also

said to be effectual, The theory is that,
being an organic poison, the molecules are

decomposed by the heat and thus prevented
from spreading, iodine having the same

effect, When the poison bas spread to any

oxtent, the heat eannot follow up—!
tern Honey Bee.’
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Editorial, page 50—Local Inspector
‘Phe system of appointing local inspecter
has not yet had a sufficiently lengthytri
to definitely decide whether it, will

prove
a permanent success not. T musi

ao
fess to having had doubts as to it wor

aug
smoothly if, for instance, a person wa

appointed to inspect apiaries located i
his own distriet. It can be readily imagine

that serious discord might be created be

tween neighbouring beekeepers if one had

to report adversely upon the conditionafthe other’s apiary. And, again, persona

friendship or bins in an opposite direction
may influence local inspectors in their de-

sions and reports of the apiaries of (hose
they know. It is of no use to say this

suggests dishonesty: we bave to accept
human nature as we find it, and guard
against known weaknesses. My own idea
is that such additional inspectors’ districts

should be away from their own—say, for

instance, not nearer than six miles ‘om

y

one of their own apiaries. Time, how

ever, will alone prove whether the present
system is all that is desired.

Page 52—Honey Market—The demand
for honey for export is still on the in-

crease, and in consequenee market quota-
tions are rising in a most remarkable

manner, A circular is being distributed by
one firm making a very big bid for the

export trade, and offering much higher
orives than you have quoted, Mr. Ecitor;

but no doubt the B. and D, Association
will endeavour to meet the competition.
If it cannot, I am afraid some of its trade
will he diverted.

Pages 52-3—Queen-Breeding—I like the

tone of Mr, M. Atkinson’s article. There
is a ring about it that sounds true to the

subj shall await, as the Euitor
wishes, until it is finished before comment-
ing upon it,

Pag
First

_57—Mr.Ward on Queen-Rearing,—
of all, I am sorry I made the mistake

of erediting you with advocating 2/6 in-

stead of 3/6 as the price of queens at
the Conference, and pleased you are, after
further experience, satisfied 10/- is ‘a fair

Price for a well-bred tested queen, I am

{ih vou regarding the condemnation of

rye
swarm box plan of starting queen cetls

one hopes to raise first-class queens, ono

just have abundance of nurse bees in the

ant qulerequeen cells are being raised

vottiesevou cannot have by the bux
that nian,ever found queens raised on

sae
I an any real good—they run ont
aniekly.“ With regard to introducing

that,
anil

may he

rovided the conditions of weather
flow of neetar are suitable, suceoss

almost certain by anyof the sever; Known
methods, sueh cage, smoke, honey
cmerging-brood comb, and Simmins’ fgg!

The difficulty, however, og.
bh amatours, and through whien

failures occur, is in gaugingWhen queen roaring on

large seale, ve suceessfully run in ag

many as thirty virgin queens ‘at the time

through the entrances of three and four.
framo nucleus hives, with a pull of smoke
beforo and after running them in, andjust
as quickly as L could move from one hive
to the other, probably in less than five
minutes, my assistant going ahead of mo

with one smoker, and I following with the
queens and another smoker. And this
within one hour after the laying queans
had been removed. I merely mention this
to show how readily queens can be intro.
duced when conditions are favourable, but
it takes considerable time to acquire that

knowledge; but whenever [ wished to bo
vertain of suceess I invariably adopted the

cage method whieh, if* properly followed,
is the safest of any.

queens, it been my rione

p

ing. metho

pecially
most of the

the conditions.

age 58—Beekeeping as a Side-lino—
That ‘‘side- business in beckeeping
mentioned by Mr. Ward is in 19 cases out

of 20, a deeided drawba to commercial

beekeoping. Thirty or more years ago, be
fore the industry was fairly developed, it

was perhaps good policy to have something
else, such as poultry farming, fruit-grow-
ing, or light farming to help one out. Lt is,
however, quite a different matter vow that

commereial beekeeping is a fully develope
industry, which demands one’s elose :t¢-

tention to produce a first-class honey in

either of the recognised grades. We have

long since reached the specialist’s stuge,
when none but those wko are prepared to

take up beekeeping as their sole business

should be encouraged. My experience of

side-liners has been that the bees have

been of secondary consideration, more or

less negleeted, and tho honest’ obtained

generally sold to the nearest stores or tu

commercial travellers by barter at an ex-

change value a long way below the market

value. They never join an Association,

and their apiaries are often a hot-bed of

disease. We should mako it a rule never

to encourage side-liners, although in the

ease of orehardists, thoy must have bees

in or near their orchards for cross pollina-
tion purposes.

Pages 60-61—The B, and D, at Bristol —
The letter from Mr, T, H. Pearson deserib-

ing his visit to the office and works of the

B, ang D, at Bristol has come at an op-

portune time, and should encourage those

of us who are dealing with that Assoola-
tion. Woe must remember that in the B-

und D, Association we have a pormanent
and reliable agoney for the disposal of our
honey under a ‘'New Zealand Brand,
which I have always considered the object
to aim for, Other buying firms that have

sprung up lately, and since the great (de

mand for our honey has been erented in
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consequence of that brand,
guarantee of quality, are buyi

for wholesale houses, whereb,
reaches packers and blen

its identity with New Zenland,
not forget this.

Page 62—Prices of Comb-foundation
and Beeswax.—The note from the Alliance
Box Company re the above should give us

fariously to think, Without bemg an

alarmist, I have several times during the

past five or aix years considered it ny

‘uty to give warning of the coming short-

age of beeswax. Tt is a subj have

given special attention to, and therefore

We showld

probably understand the’ matter botter

than the majority of our beekeepers. ‘The
war has undoubtedly brought about a

crisis earlier than would otherwise have

been the case. All supplies of wax from

Russia and England have heen cut off.

Russin’s annual supply before the war was

16,000 tons, and what little may be pro-
dueed now is prohibited from exportation,
und the same applies to England, whiea

recently regained her old position as the

centre ‘of distribution of the world’s eom-

mereial beeswax. So with these two

sources cut off, I see nothing but a partial
famine in beeswax in the near future. Tt

hehoves the ‘National’? to take this

matter up and impress upon boekeepers
nat to sell one ounce except for the pur

pose of making up into comb-foundation.

Tbid—Grades of Honey.—I would like
to persuade Mr. T. Stewart that our pre
sent method of grading is as near perfect
as it is humanly possible to have it; at

least, that is more than my own opinion
Tam afraid if Mr. Stewart's suggestions

were adopted, grading would be worse t

solve correctly than the most intricate

Chinese puzzle. Tt matters not from whai

souree honey is gathered,the only thing
that docs matter is grade from

market point of vie

Page 683—Carniolans—Mr, W, (, Browa's

cription and estimate of the value of

niolan bees are, I consider, prett:
rate—that is, they conform to those of the

majority of beekeepers who have  culti-
yated them. Mr. Brown expresses himself
as puzzled over the fact that they soon

hecome absorbed in blacks, or, in othor

words, they soon lose their greyness, which
is considered the distinguishing colour of
the pure Carniolans. I think the explana-
tion is this:—Carniolans are undoubtedly
fl eomposito race, or variety, composed in

some measure of Italian and black blood,
and as has been proved over and over

again black blood is the most persistent—
it forees itself to the front where the
conditions give the least opportunity.
have had pure-bred Carniolans showing
grey, yellow, and. black marks, After all,
the Ttalians are hard to beat.

aceu-

How to be happy tho’ married! Come to

the Conference and leave the wife to look

alter the bees,

Are you a Socialist? Come to the Con-

fereneo and learn wisdom,

the

RS’ JOURNAL.
:

Beekeepingfor Beginners,

7

MONTHLY INSTRUCTIONS—MAY.
‘As thereInstructi aintAg,thoneInstructions cenformto the asasons

Be madefor ditren

Bouth.
North are four weekseathree weeks Inter-—Ed]_

T said last mouth we would spend a little
time together and see if we could not

profitably employ the ‘‘off’’ season in

making « few things, and having heen
asked by a subseriber oa how to make a

wax-press, this will serve very well for
our first lesson.

Just here I want to state that if you

can afford the outlay, it is better to buy
all your appliances’ from the regular
supply dealers, but if you do not possess
the ready cash, or do not want to spend
more than you really need, then I think 1

can help you,

At this time of the year, when we have
tho bees in order for the winter and all ap-
pliances put away, we shall have an aceu

mulation of wax of all sorts, broken pieces
of comb, scrapings of covers and bottom

boards, ‘and perhaps combs from foni-

broody hives, and we want to render the
wax into marketable form, and to do this

we need a wax-press, so we will make one.

The first thing is to make the box, and

we shall want tour ends of benzine cases.
the stoutest you can get. ‘‘Big Tree

eases are just the thing. These are

4 Yin., and as our box is to

be square, two will have to be cut- to

measuro 12% x 95%, and when the 1414in.

aarda
are nailed on to these the box will

qquare inside measurement. Use

in. nailsfor putting this together, then

get four pieces of galvanised or any flat

iron, 956 x 4, and reinforee the corners

with them, which will prevent your box

bursting when heavy pressure is applied.

Now we shall want some timber from
the homely kerosone case, which is %in.
thick, and from it eut a great number
of slats ‘Kin. wide, sufficient to go all
round tho inside of our box vertically
with a in, space between each slat, thes

also to be nailed at the bottom of the box.

The next thing is the follower, and as

this takes all tho pressure from the sere

it needs to be pretty strong, and is made

so by putting the grain of two boards at

right angles. Wo shall want three ends

of benzine cases to make this. The inside

measurement has by nailing tho slats on

decreased to 12 inches, and as we want

the follower to work freely we will cut

the measurement of this down to 118%
inches, which will allow %Min, all round.

The width of the benzine caso end is 95

so we shall want two pieces of 2'in,
make the 11% inches. Be sure and nail

these together, so that you have a solid

piece of timber 1in. thick, and the grain
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s{stum-gum did not render stificiont ws

tangles to the felum-gum did not ren
ieee

of ono board running at rightanglesslats|pay for the firewood, so 1 am content {)
othor. one sidenailyor Lon (he) believe this press will do as much ay ang

He heataka Texand 6a. tle other sie pros of the same style
inside 0! 3x

2x9 abont 6 inches
nail two,picees

of

3X 2) ae fol: | This is known as the unheated press, aut
apart, This completes

ae yyto fit it iv.|before using should be thoroughly heatedowe ow. Walt. a ey
by pouring boiling water ovor the partsChallwant a pieco of flat galvanis.

i

ou ea jot get i

iron for this, but if yo cannot
getit amvnwarehandy with the soldering irow, you

tan make this out of the sides of benai

or kerosene tins by eutting down the

top and bottom, whieh will givand

i

nd |th

wax so as to prevent cooling, and thyq
spoil good work; but if emptied and yw

s | filled
i

4 will come in contact with the heated

immediately it will be sufficiently

FIG. 1.

Fig. 1—Wax Press, with

follower resting on top
of box.

sheets about 13 x 18 inches. Our tray is

wanted 15 inches square, with about ant
inch wall on three sides and a lipped outlet

on the fourth.

Our next requirement is a stand for the
box, and is just a rough stool 18 inches
high made of 3 x 2 timber, the table being
sufficiently wide for the tray to

For the pressure. 1 use two rods 24in.
Jong, Y-inch wide tapped 10 inches, and
4 piece of 3 x 3 for the cross arm and
for the rods to go through underneath the

tool, One can get a govd pressure with
an ordinary carpenter’s bench serew, an‘if this is employed a framework of 4% 4must be made to take it; but L found the

iiaen Se gry

ike he be
her han

ing ya ato tt
we andtheronwoakengTh Me

d the second pressure of’ tha

be higher than the| Parthian shot

FIG. 2.

‘ray.
Box.

Follower,

Fig. 2—(1)

(2)

(3)

(4) Blocks for pres-
sure from cross

arm.

Should any of our readers eare to try
their hand at mating one, and are not
quite sure of any point, if they will write

me T will help’ them.

We're here for business!

F.C. B,

A prominent beekeeper who lives nol

a hundred miles from Cheviot is also guilty
of being a chemist, we are told the
following. story wife

of

a membor of
Parliament who is gifted with ready wit

went into his shop and usked for a simple
romedy usnally procurable, ‘Pho chomist
did not happen to keep it, and said

houghtily, “Tam a chemist pure and
simple, madam, and do not stock this.

“You may be pure,’? retorted the ladys
“you are certainly simple,’? and with (ils

sho retired.

An old comb wrapped jn sevoral shoots
of newspaper makes an excellent division

I|board’’ for nuclei or to reduce tho size of

a brood nest,—Western Honey Bee,



District Reports,

“*CANTERBURY TALES."’

By B. G. WARD.

By the time these ‘Tales’

tlonbt the bees will bo all

for winter. At the
ti

still have some work to do, and can say
| have never put the finishing touches on

with more satisfaction, I found the brood
boxes ‘‘choek a block’? with stores—so
much so, that I have in most eases taken

from one to three combs and extracted

them, In a good many cases there was

hardly a vacant cell. Some may say yon
cannot Ieave too much for winter, but I

have never found the bees short of stores

yet, and have never left more, so

hot worry.

appear m9

shall

I found, when extracting, a good deal

of honey ‘in the hives which had granu-
lated, This was evidently left over from

last winter, and gave a good deal of
trouble in extracting, but was no doubt

helpful in accelerating the granulation of

this season's crop.

The orthodox teaching is that if there

N.Z. BEEKERPE S$’ JOURNAL,

all of the

ae all of the time.’
it was Folte n who said,
safe methodof queen
Amen, say T,

I think

‘con!for +

introduction!’

Provided no names are pnblis
no objections to complying withEditor’s reqnest for particulars of erop.
I have noticed a reluctance on the part
of some to give away their affairs, and
think it wise to omit anything which
would tend to attract others to a district
which might furnish a good living for
those established, but would not support

Imore. Thero are many who do not have

any respect for the written or unwritten
law relating to the rights of others, Hence
the necessity for such a proviso.

I do not agree with ‘“Critie’’ that the

formation of an amateur bee club is
wulections Gh the CanterburyBeekeepe
Association. Invitations to attend me

ings have been advertised, and both the
President and Secretary have tried to in

duce the members to fall in with us, but
without success. Anyone interested in the

iidustry is always welcome, and new blood

is what we want. I hope the few remarks

T made last month will bear good fruit, and

would once more point out that our in

terests are identical.

WAIKATO.

are plenty of stores in the hives breeding| The Waikato Branch of the National

will start carlier and colonies build up|Beekeepers’ Association will hold their

quicker than those which are short. [t|annual meeting in the Public Bath roots,

does not tally with my experience. T find | Hamilton, on Thursday, June Gth, at 10.

that if honey and pollen start to come in|a.m. sharp.
carly, breeding will start early, but not

. ;

otherwise. ‘The value of sealed stores is|, Business: Receive annual report an!
scen if a bad spell of weather sets in

after a lot of brood has been reared, 1
helieve in plenty of room for the queen
to deposit eggs, and if there is too much

honey in the hives there is no chance cf
the colony building up early unless it is

extracted’ early, and spring extracting
Is

inconvenient, to say the least of it.

Tam writing these ‘‘Tales’’ while on

visit to Timatu. While here I visited
the grading store, and am pleased to testify
to the cleanliness and order to he seen.

There are over 20 tons of honey ou hand,
and Mr. Earp had started grading.

Tn last month's ‘‘Tales’’ 1 gave my

experience of the honey method of queen
introduction, Some may think the fault
was mine, but T have had a letter from

Mr. MeKnight lately, in whieh he says
that ho had suecesstully introduced over

300 queens by the method up to 16th De

combor, On that date he introduced
and lost every one, Sinee then he has

introduced 20 more, and lost 19 out of the

20), and does not think

success, What of this, ye wise mén and

hee-mastera? Mothinks that Abraham Li

coln's oft-quoted words may .be modified
to sit the bees, ‘You may fool some

at the hees all the time and all of the

hoos some of the timo, but you can't fool

the other one a

balance sheet; appoint delegate to 1918

Conference; diseuss proposed organisation

scheme; election of officers for ensuing
year, and general.

Members living at a distance from Ham

ilton are particularly requested to attend
this meeting, as the discussion upon the

organisation scheme is mainly for their

benefit, and they can cordingly.
All intending members are cordially in-

vited,

BE. W. EB,
Hon. Seeretary.

WATRARAPA,

The third meeting of the

Beekeepers’ -Association was

Foresters? Hall, Pahiate
1918. Tn the ‘absence of the President,

H. Nelson, Mr, E. A,

Vice-President,presided. The meetin

much regretted the absence of its Pr

dent. The minutes of tho previous meet-

ing were read and coufirmed, Mr, Jacob-
sen then read the constitution of the

‘ational for the benefit of those present,
and at the request of Mr. Russell al

read

therules
of the Wairarapa Associu-

tion, arkes proposed that as we:

were ee the end of our financial year,

Wairarapa
held in the

on March 20th,
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beekeepers joining up now be placed on

the books as financial members wntil 31st

May, 1919. Seconded by Mr. ©, Benton

and carried. Four new members wero then

proposed and approved.

The Secretary then outlined a schome
of education for beginners, and suggested
that the notes written for beginners in

the Journal of Agriculture be re-written
and put in book form for distribution

among beginners joining the Association
and that a Field Day be held eye

quarter, with the idea of educating be-

ginners in modern methods of apieniture.
The field days to be held in different

parts of the distriet. This was thonght
an excellent idea, and it was proposed by
Mr. Russell, and seconded by Mr, Scott,
that 100 copies be printed in book form

of the notes in twelve months issue of the

Journal of Agriculture, subject to the

approval of the Executive of the Nationa

This was carried unanimously.

Mr. Russell proposed that members col-

leet and send in the names and addresses
of beekeepers in their respective vicinity
to the Secretary. This was seconded by
Mr. Scott and carried.

A genera] discussion then followed.

Mr. sell gave an address on ‘‘Swarm

Control,’ outlining Mr R. H. Nelson’s

method. This was thought by the Chair-
man to be a method very adaptable to

Southern Wairarapa, where the colonies

were, he believed, stronger than in auy
other part of the Dominion.

Mr. Jacobsen spoke at some length on

swarm control, laying stress on the neces-

sity of having young Italian queens and

plenty of ventilation.

A discussion on local inspection fol-

lowed.

Mr. Jacobsen, on behalf of the Depart-
ment. thanked Mr. I, Parkes for the valu-

able work he had done in the Pabiatua

distriet.

Dampness in hives, kind of roofs to use,

drawing foundation, and foul-brood was

then discussed at length, and the meeting
closed by according the Chairman and the
Press representative a hearty vote of
thanks,

Y. H, BENTON,

Seeretary-Treasurer.

[The matter of having the articles on

Beekeeping reprinted from the Journal of

Agriculture and put in book form to be

given to all new members has been re-

ferred back to the Wairarapa Braneh, ask-

ing them to bring forward a motion to this

effect at Conference, If the idea is ear-

ried out, all Branches would be entitled
to a supply, and we shall want the most

helpful matter used, and we should prefer
it being compiled by an appointed member
of the National, as it will go out as issued
by the Association—Ed,}
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Correspondence.

(TO THD HDITOR.)

Sir,—I notice ‘Critic’? takes exception
to my statemont regarding ‘Colour’? in

grado note: think, however, a little
reflection will eonvineo him that what t

Say is correct. Tf he is still then uncon

vineed, I would suggest his writing to
the Horticultural Division, and they will
no donbt confirm what I have written.

‘It is quite evident that the item ‘Colour’?
in the grade notes cannot refer to dif-
forent shades of colour, which in them-
selves constitute classes. ‘'o use the same

words to denote two different things is

certainly misleading, and a great number
of beekeepers with whom I have come in

contaet have been perplexed in the same

ay as ‘Critic’?

My own opinion is that by using the

word ‘Brightness’? instead of ‘Colour’?
in this item on the grade notes,
culty would disappear—t om, &e.,

W. HOOPER TEED.

[According to the evidenee given
the graders’ at the recent enquiry

Christehureh, the points for ‘colour’? are

given on the uniformity of tho consign-
ment. If your pareel contains two ot

three different shades of light amber,

would get less than a parcel all tho me

shade. ‘‘Brightness’’ did not seem to

affect the issue at all—Ba.]

(fO THD BDITOR.)

Sir—My 12 stone of weight is a bit

of a nuisance sometimes, especially when

my No, 8's get on to other folk”s toes.

Well, now, about those melters! Of course.

it is heat that is wanted. I believe I

knew that before; but my Primus anil

blue flame lamps combined did not appear
to be able to produce the requisite amount,

and yet they produced sufficient in our

hot extracting room. So I did not care

to allow my girls to get too much of. it.

Neither they nor I ean stand a 200 deg.

temperature, nor do we want our honoy
up to 170 deg. When you mentioned Mr.

Hutehinson as running your machine, my

pulse quiekened at once, I thought, ‘Tere

is brains on the job,’? and I was not dis-

appointed. I believe the solution is in a

steam boiler, but I cannot help thinking
that it would be economy to connect up

those pipes and have the steam cireulating,
with a passage out for what condensed.
Fridnd Gibb is working on somewhat simi-

lur lines, and I believe that it is along

* =

these lines that success will be accom

plished, All I have to say is, ‘Tease

hurry up!”
Now, that footnote of yours to my

honey box letter, Tn your concluding son

tenee you say: ‘We wrote Major Norton

on this point last November, suggesting
that he tried a small quantity by cutting
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n the tin the same as groce
© will give his reply when it

is evident from thi

jor Norton to try en

never suggested I
stated that if sueh

required
dimensions of the box would’ suit.
what.T am after now is to get the pit
tried as an export package instead of t;,
the honey being simply run in and allowed.
to granulate, and then sent under simile
cool storage to fruit and cheese. T do nat
believe that the conditions you suggest of
lying @ month in store and then travelling
a slow train journey would have tha
slightest effect on it. Down at Wyndham
J have at present 185 G4lb. boxes now

waiting to granulate. This is at the dis-

posal of the H.P.A., and [ believe is all
sold at list prices to be delivered whon
cut up. This could be done in England
just as well as here, but whether that is

done or not, I maintain that for a fooa
such as honey we want better treatment
than it gets at present, and the white pine
hox and cool storage appeal to me as the

it—I um, &e.,sensible way to get i

JAMES ALLAN.

3 do her
arrives.)

8 that you want
ting up. I have

have
tho

BENZINE TINS AS HONEY CON-

‘ATNERS.

(TO THE BDITOR.)

Sir,—Having just returned from Auck-

land, it would be interesting perhaps for
readers to hear some information regard
ing prospects of getting tins for noxt sea-

son’s crop, provided the war does not come

to an end very soon. It is practically nil
at present. Mr. Harvey states thai tin
is unprocurable, and is just about to leave
for America to get plant for making the

paper package.

Tho Sugar Company are and have been

buying benzine tins for months at 1/1 for
two tins and case, and having them con

verted and shipped to Sydney for syrup.
They have cleaned Auckland up of them,
and are now just about to offer a high
price. Under these conditions, I think it

would be very poor policy on our part
to try and get them barred. Under normal
conditions T would certainly be down on

them, but for the past and’ next season T

believe they will be our salvation.

Binding for eases is almost as bad. A

small quantity of strapping is offering at

exorbitant prices, Wire is practically un-

procurable, I got 1 ewt. at 60/- from the

National Dairy Association as a favour
after trying all hardware merchants —I
am, &e.,

‘ A, H. DAVTES.

CAPPING MELTERS.

(TO THE BDITOR.)

Sir,—In reply to a statement as to how
slow Baines melters are, we have tried
those with lamps and boiling water, also

steam, Tho lamps make the house ¥
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hot and disagrees
Bren ahi Bepeal,but
bottom and

insulated wit

material 50. 4

radiating out into the
little heat. of course,the’cagmiasheeto prevent the heat ris

The Work,
k ing fing’ face of the meenaite

from tho work

we find with

With a suitable small boiler to genernthe steam, we intend to lead ‘omeserne
steam into the Baines melter, using Y-inch
gas piping, making the connections with a
Piece of garden rubber hose, also gottinthe steam for honey knife from thecane
source, and using the ordinary flexible gastube as used on a gas.iron, gas-pipe con.
nections passing through the wall of build
ing, with gas tap inside, which will ov,
control of tho amount of steam throuch
the honey knife.

The way we connected the steam,
the steam into melter, was by sol
a piece of %-inch gas-pipe (about
inches long) into a hole in middle of the
side next to wall of builaing, the exhaust
at bottom of machine near spout, wall side
of machine; cool exhaust through wall by

boring hole, using rubber tube to carry
steam to outside of building. Plug hole
for filling machine with water to prevent
steam escaping into room. Raiso up back
end of machine about two inches. This
will prevent the honey getting overheated.
Of course, there is a limit to raising the
end. If you raise too much, the machine
will not melt all the wax in the cappings
before the honey runs ont of spout.

or let

rc

We have given Baines’ machino a real

good trial under steam, and, given a good
jet of steam, no man can block this
machine by uneapping into it; in fact, you

ean fill machine with cappings, turn steam

cock on, and empty machine; turn off

steam, and when filled turn on again.—
am, &e.,

S. HUTCHINSON.

RE BAINES’ UNCAPPING MELTER.

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—This is one of the indispensable
appliances in our extracting outfit, bat

e do not uneap over it. The uneapping
is done over a large home-made box on

legs, fitted with tin bottom and coarse
wire strainer, the frames teing put into

the Baines melter after uncapping while

waiting for the extractor. nives are

heated in a tin on a Primus stove turned

low, A good day’s extracting will fill our

large strainer box. It is loft draining till

next morning. When tho Primus is put
under the Baines’ molter, and the end

tilted up so the honey will ran off quickly.
Tho cappings are killed in a couple of

inches thick at a time, and a cloth laid

over to preserve heat. ‘This is repeated
as fast as cappings melt, at the same time
preparing for the day’s work and tidying
up the extracting house. By the time all
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is ready for taking off more honey, the Jntion ag far as it goes, but

atrainer box is empty. Tho Baines! melter om for improvement, T

has done its work, and {he little honey . Bot what do you and the other

oming from the wax Is followstithiet = ain; uy

darker than the othor.
CHAS, F. HORN,

prc
ous the Baines’ melter is the

a :

ngl—I am, & Eastport Road, Waihou, 15/4/18.

M, SHEPHDPRD. . “ . *

. . . .
(TO THN BPITOR.)

—I note on page 60 Mr, L. Glenny,
(ro "NE EDITOR.) in TepINInEto Mr. elly’s letter, gives

Sir—A proposal for the Jonrnal: A advice to him and others. Well, [am one

clear regular market report, as all other{f the others, and J must say T do not

Aindustries ave, a9 to the ruling prices
of

honey, wax, and bees, espe hont the

latter: it is interesting know.What

prices are realised nt different snles—T

am, &e.,

SUBSORTBER.

Mangatera, 26th March, 1918

[We do our best in this matter by pub-
lishing the report issued by the Depart-
ment giving the prices ruling for honey
and wax. Regarding the price of bees, it

is impossible fo give anything definite, as

very little buying and selling is done-—

Ba.]

(TO THE EDITOR.)

There is a matter of great import-
ance to the beekeeper whieh I would like

+o see thoroughly discussed in yur Journal.
I refer to the vexed question of ‘‘Bee

Farm Boundaries.’? As fur as my enquiry
has gone, it seems quite evident there is

great diversity of opinion on this point,
and I feel that in the interests of every

beekeeper we should endeavour to arrive

at a definite understanding in the matter.

Indeed, I think that we should move

tohave sueh legislative measures enacted

will secure the individual heekeeper spans
the inroads of other men who are. either

wilfully covetous or woefully ignorant.
Tarlton Rayment, in his look, ‘Money in

Bees in Australasia,’’ considers that each

apiary should have a radius of two miles—
that

i,

ar beekeeper,
a fair basis to adopt in my district,
there may be other districts that

require a radius of three miles,

But, Mr, Editor, some think that they
would be doing a fair thing if they placed
an apiary within one mile of another bee

Sir,

but
would

keeper. "No one has been so unkind or so

foolish to do that in my immediate dis-
trict, but it has been dono in other parts
of the district; therefore, 1 woald like to
see a diseussion on the subject, for it is
one that a great many need educating up
to, No doubt sume of the older men in the
business have brushed up against this diffi
culty,and by this time should-have a few
suggestions to make whieh will he eduen-
tive to all, and perhaps will eventuate in

Biving us such laws ns will safeguard thaman who is keen enough to work up a bi
up-to-date apiury and plant, We have good

(p
Y}

clusion

think Mr. Glenny really knows what thiek,

nnextractable honey is like, for he states,“Pry again,’ and surely his advice is

simple—just give the bees plenty of ven-

tilation “and spare super room ‘and. keep
the extractor going, and do not allow the
frames to get more than a little eapping
on. T supposo the honey will then bastle
clean out of the cells, ‘Thanks for

theinformation, but it is absolutely useless
this locality. With the ripo hanoy we have
got a chance of extracting some of it, but
with the green honey we have uot got a

possible hope. r after year we have
tied it, but always had to put it baele in

the hives.

es, Mr. Editor, it is a good idea send-

ing a sample of the Journal to every
registered beekeeper, and uo doubt every
beekeeper in the Dominion who takes the
Journal

Roe
know the

tehoney. last week T saw two

samples of ‘honey tiem Opolila,which bad
been purchased at 6d. per Ib. and was

fold that one beekeeper had 5’ or 6 ewt.
for the same price. Surely some of the

Opetili beekeepers must be asleep—T am,

&e.,
A, L, LUKE,

April 15th, 1918.

. . . .

AN IDEAL BROOD OHAMBER.

(TO THD BDITOR.)

,—I have read Mr. Cotterell’s paper
page 55), and have come to the con-

that the system outlined would

givenoetter results than ono which en-

tailed considerably less manipulation.
Besides that, it would greatly restrict the

number of lonies one man could

manage. [fosays:‘In any hive manipu-

Indopy id da auviaublatine framed ava

hive bodies be of standurd size, so. that

interehanges ean be readily made.’? That

ig a good axiom, bat he goes on to oxplain
that he uses a. half super over or under the

hamber, as well us two kinds of

full-depth frames in the latter, whieh have

io be spread ont at one time. alternately,
and Inter on gathered topet Surely

hy this method he doublos and trebles his
woke of manipulation

no

He says also that during spring and

winter we are subject to sndidon changes
of temperature in this elimato, [should

say ‘during spring and summery’! and add
that the nights are cold, and for that
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reason i

do
not favour any plan,
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whethe bee: ‘i

rear Mee knee ts iphhenhave variedandpatehy, but. prices

Anybody Blso'a, Of busting up the brood |He moro thanmadewie ey, will

nest by playing hide-anii-rcekwith the|at the ri ot Tf. Pe
Local sales are

hood sph Goat Sead 86 emare control [of

ee ee oa ae ene cee

lies more in young queens (not reared P, acces, nd 2/e (por Tbe—

from stray swarming cells, but reared hy

aslestion
from non-swarmers), and sufi-| Dunedin—The season has vamed «

nt storage room. Ventilation is an {siderably throughout Hate auitem also, but not so vital. Hanging ont |Taken altogether the erop is a normal one,
shows it wants looking to. A good deal|and the up to standard. Owin.

of manipulation ean be saved to use in|to the searcity of extr, me
caring for more bees. J think the ton

i

flency to over-manipulation, as evidenced

in present-day bee Kterature, is a real drav--

back {o more extensive operations by in-

dividual beekeepers. Perhaps it is because
Jam not bubbling over with energy that 1

consider too much manipulation
necessary.

is un

‘ot only do we need to keep more bees,

bat we want better bees, Queen-breeding
and queen-reating should go Aogathon0

every properly managed apiary.
used the Swarthmore system of reatin|

tensively, and next month I will tell Mr.
Ward how to overcome his difficulty.

W. B. BRAY.

Answers to Gorrespondents.

(Coromandel),SAL ©. H. (Wakefield) —
Many thanks for Journals,

J. E. Y., Christehureh—We bope matters

will improve now that are to have
a new man in your district.

HoneyGropProspects.

The Director of the Horticulture Divi-

sion has received from the Apiary [nstruc

tors the following report concerning the

honey erop prospoets:—

Auekland.—Large quantities of honey
are now arriving at the grading store,
and as this will all be for export, the

local markets will be uecessarily bare.

Prives havo advanced consisterably
last report, Morehauts are offering 1/2

for special, 1/1 for prime, and 1/- for

good, irrespoctive of colour, In the Wai

Kato and Thames Valley the average per

ealony is well up to 150 Ibs—Q, V. West

brooke,

Wollington—The honey

ending March 31st have,
proved satisfactory,

crop. prospects
on the whole,

The crops, hawever,

not quite finished in son

the bulk of the honey h
Sections are coming in freely, whilst bull

honey is in short supply for loca! wants,

due, no doubt, to the greater portion of

the crop being exported. Prices are firm.
Bulk is quoted at Od.; sections,

7/5 to 9/-;
pat honey, none offerin; Beeswax is

sence,and is realising ay“to 1/9 per Ib.—

E. A. Earp.

Beekeepers’Exchange.

ADVERTISEMENTS on this Pagewillbe

inserted at the rate of 2/- per 36 words

per Insertion,

We shall be pleased ceoN
from Bee-

keepers who have WAX TO DIS-
POSE OF (large lots). State

quantity and price.

or Eat

BARRET? & BRAY,

Barrys Bay.

WANTED TO BUY, Second-hand 6 or S-

Frame POWER EXTRACTOR, 1 Comb

Foundation Mill, Smooth and Embossed

Rollers. Apply, stating priee, to

R, WHITING,

Springdale, Waitoa.

WANTED.—POSITION Ope
wanting to learn Beokeeping;
mercial apiary; previous experience
necessary; must be energetic, and of good
character. Apply

for Youth

BE. W. SAGE,

Ohaupo, Waikato

ED, a Few COLONTES OF REES

eee Waikato district preferred

W. A. KEECIE & SON,

Ngaruawabia.



Artificial Comb.

MacDonald Artificinl Comb Co.,

Box 704, San Bernardino, Cal.,

Jan, 6, 1918,

Editor Western Honey Bee.

Tam glad to say that we are moving)
along in fino shape.
ready for business,

Capital stock, 75,000 dollars; shares,
1 dollar, par value; only 5,000 shares to be

sold; the rest is reserved for future use,

Factory at Uplands, Cal

Company formed and

Will put on the market two artificial

combs—one of aluminium, which will

weigh 4 ounces, ready for’ the wooden

frame, L. size. This is the last word in

artificial combs, and will overcome any
criticisms as to cold and heat; strong and

light.

Second, a nickel-plated comb which will

weigh 8 ounces, and is a very good comb.
Tt will answer all requirements.

Will start advertising in your February
issues, and state therein when delivery
will be made, and the price of the combs

in lots of 1, 10, 100, and up.

The bees in the new observation hive,
loaned to me by the Bee, are going ahead

in fine shape. ‘The bees have never dis-

appointed me in any experiment that I

have put them to with the artificial honey
comb.

MacDonald Artificial Honey Comb Co.,

Geo. M. MacDonald,

President.

THE ARTIFICIAL COMB.

Progress is being made in preparing for

its manufacture, The corporation has been

completed, two members being heads of

departments in the U.S. Stcel Corporation
Arrangements bave been completed for a

factory building at Upland, and ten tons

of steel and aluminium ordered, —It is

hoped to begin the manufacture of combs
a commercial seale early in Mareh,on

Aluminium seems to li

results in present experiments, and an ox

hibit of bees working and breeding in these
combs is being prepared for tho coming
Orange Show in San Bernarilino,

giving the best

Owing to the extreme accuracy puteain adjustment, many unexpected difliculties
have arisen in constructing Sinan A
variation of two one-thovsandths of an

inch i na vireumference of 34 inches cost
300 dollars to remedy. Each frame requires

NZ, BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. [May 1, 1918,

126 fect of material two ono-thousandths
of an ineh in  thiclness.

—Western Honey Boe,

[Tho above applinuee has been talked

about for a number of years, and is now

apparently to be put on the market, We
take it theso metal combs will have to be

given a conting of wax before the bees

To our thinking it is ‘agen
and we do not anticipate a revo-

Intion in the industry by their use-—Hd. |

Russian Beeswax.

A typical Russian requirement is bees-
wax for chureh candles. Duriug the pro-
cess of worship most devotees light small
candles before the ikons, and even the

large cathedrals are li ntirely by
these and larger candles, The candles to

bo used for this purposo are bought at the

entrance of the chureh, and must be pure

beeswax, with no admixture of tallow or

of amimal or of vegetable fats. The value

of beeswax imported into Russia has be

steadily rising, and before tho war

amounted to over 3,000,000 dollars, almost

all from Germany, though that ‘country
collected the wax’ from India and other
tropical countries.

—wWestern Honey Bee.

Sprinkle the frames of the colony you
are about to ‘shake’? for

foul-brood, with

sugar syrup seented with peppermint. Lt

is a great help, as the becs will fill their

honey-saes with the syrup instead of the

Infestod honey in the

eonibs,
and enrry less

of the infection with t
a aacgeHoney Bee.

* * * *

A New Jorsey man is accused by his

neighbours of keeping 1 species of bees

fink,
Snatead of honestly making honey

n flower and clover bloom, thievishly
plundertho hives of all the working bees

in tho neighbourhood, Té ia asserted that

this man, although ho has not kept an

honest beo in seven years, regularly” sells

more honey than any other heaman in the

Delaware Valley.

The Ruakura Apiary is going strong this

new season, and everything isinvorygot

tim, ‘The swwhome of queen-rearing is pre

voeding satisfactorily, and Thalian queens
are announced for sale, Another of the

new netivities is tho Anaking
of comb

foundation on the prom Hight eudots

ANY being traingd oe a ‘apiarytila son800,

of whom four are women, ournal of

Agriculture,
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ROLLOF HONOUR.

ir hearts, oui

bearte,
our hopes mre all with thee,

,
Our Prayers, ourteOur faithtromphant o'er ourfears (8?

Are all with thes, nee all with thee."

—Lovtettow

B. G, BDWARDS, date of Geraldine, Invallded | N.C. NAPIER, Aitvedton
ne.

W. J. JORDAN, Ne
"0 springfeld, e

, Nearunawabia,
L, D_CART

Inte of Springdeld, Invalided
|g’ sornMs, ralrview

B. A. DDNNIS, Glenroy. MURDO McKENZIE. Dunrobin

W. A. HAWKE, Whiteclifts, W. H. BLACKIE, Ryal Bash,

S. R. SMITH, Woodbury. Kticd in action [JAMES IRVING, Athary

R. N. GIDLBY, Christehoreb, RM. HAMILTON, ietrick,

° eae
. CURRIE, Mavngatua,

J. SILLIFANT,cnr ureh JAS. MARSHALL, Maungatua.
P. b HOLMES, Pironeta, A. BEVAN, Wathau Downs,

|. H. PBARSON, Clandelands. D. CRAWFORD, Walkotkol. Killed to action.

R. ©. HARRIS, Te Kowhal. Wounded R. s SUTHDRLAND,Port Chalmers. Dis-
SACETAS ainilton.

charzed ; Te-voluntéeered,
S. HUTCHINSON, Hamilton,

s HERBERT, Ruawa:
J. P. IRELAND, Te Kowhal.

P Addington.
G. R. WILLIS. Pukekobe. J. MORGAN, Dammevir!

A. BCKROYD, St. Albans, Christcburch A. SQUIRES, Hawern.

A. CURTIS, Porowhita. LEX. MAITLAND, Orart. Killed io action

W. G. DONALD, Brookside.

BE. N. HONORE, Otaketv.

BE. JOFFHRY, Opotik!. Died in Beypt
J. B. ARMSTRONG, Opotiki,
@. ROGERS, Opotikl. i

:

C. BICKNELL, Greytown. Kitled in action. “|B?cuteWesten teats
P. OTOWAY. Featherston. Killed in action a

;

G. NAPIDR, Alfredton, M. J. DOBBING,

‘A. R. BATES, Kaponga.
C. E. QUATFE, Russell's

G

H.W. McCALL. Wallacetown, Killed in action.

G. IL. SHAW, Dowetr,

severely

lorrinsville,

H.P.A. Shareholders! Attention!
THE ADJOURNED ANNUAL MEETING will be held in Wellington on 12th

June next, and Shareholders who wish to have a voice in the meeting, though
unable to ‘attend, must send in their proxy forms to the Hawera Office a week

beforehand,

There will be an election for two Directors, and in offering my services as a

Director, T would draw the attention of Shareholders to the fact that the contract

with the Bristol and Dominions Producers? Association is maintained from

to year. ‘Thore is an attempt being made by outsiders to separate us from the

couiract by tempting offers. These offers, however, are merely t
no promise for the future, and the past has proved that the B.

realised more for us im the end than private firms have offered. T could have sold

for Gi. last year when our Company was paying 54d. but had I taken it T would

now be repenting. In New South Wales the beekeepers have noCo-aperative Selling
Concern, and their best honey is quoted at 4d. to 44d. in Sydney, while merchants

can offer that honey in Wellington at 74d. ander bond—that the buyer pays

customs duty (2d. per Ib.)
‘Tho contract has given us splendid results, and if we wish to retain the goodwill

of the B. and D, people, we must not be content with supplying the minimum, but

we must build up what is an assured future by greatly increasing our export

Unfortunately, there is a tendency among some of the Directors and Sharcholders

to pander to the local market at the expense of the contract, and even to entertain

autside offers, So
far,

we are only very small fry compared to other honey-

producing countries, and we must hold what we have got—that is, av outlet on the

world’s market at a payable price, Tf we dilly-dally too long, we way lose it

had rather be opposing ather Directors whom T believe to be lukewarm, but, if

elocted, T will take it that Shareholders realise the importance of building ap a sound

export trade for the years to come, and I will do my best to impress that view on

tho Board of Directors,

Tam,

Yours faithfully,

W. B. BRAY, Barry’s Bay
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Honeyfor Export

We are Buyers of

Honey Packed for Export
at Highest Prices.

SpecialGrade - - 1/24. per Ib.
Prime, oo  I/id_,,,
Gy oe BON

‘EX GRADING STORE’, AUCKLAND

ae
CREDIT NOTE and CHEQUE WITHIN 48 HOURS of the

Grading of the Honey.

Prices being paid being equal to full value of best

honey in the United Kingdomless shipping expenses.

—Si

ALL CONSIGNMENTS TAKEN DELIVERY OF BY

US ON ARRIVAL AT AUCKLAND.

>.

Telegraphic Address—+ ASPASIA,’ AUCKLAND.

A. $. PATERSON
and COo., LTD.,

No. 1 Customs St. West,
== AUCKLAND.aa,
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NewZealandGo-operative
HoneyProducersAssoc.,

LUEeDp..»

A CO-OPERATIVEGOMPANYFORMEDFOR

THEPURPOSEOF MARKETINGHONEY
AT HOMEANDABROAD.

As a direct result of our organisation honey has

increased in value four times during the last four

years, the latest returns being 1/4, 1/3, and 1/1} per lb.

nett in New Zealand.

The Australian Beekeepers are getting little or no

advance on pre-war prices owing to their lack of

organisation.
The best news we have, however, is that the net

price to supplier shareholders is absolutely guaranteed
for three years after the War at £60 per ton nett f.o.b.

as against the guarantee of £37 per ton pre-war prices.
The immediate return from private. firms will be

much higher than our first advance. Our final pay-
ments, however, will be higher than that from other
sources. Our payments to 1917 suppliers was 2d.

higher than the best/price paid by private firms.

Remember we havea splendid selling organisation
in Great Britain which returns not only the very
highest price now obtainable on the market but will

handle and guarantee a permanent export market

without which the industry cannot progress.
All the profits on the honey we handle is distri-

buted amongst the suppliers as is done in the case of

Dairy Companies.
SHARE APPLICATION FORMS from

N.Z.Co-operativeHoneyProducers’Assen.Ltd.
H. W. Gilling, Chairman of Directors,

BOX 104, HAWERA.
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How Many Do You

Want?
There is no better package for Honey than

Paper Pots.

A stock has arrived. Early Application necessary.

2 lb Pots - 29/= per 100.

1 Ib Pots = 2B) Soe)

Post free to any part of the Dominion.

Alliance Box Co., Ltd.,
P.O. BOX 572 = = DUNEDIN.

The enormous prices now being obtained for

Honey and the guarantee of £60 per ton for

three years after the War is over makes bee-

keeping one of the most profitable of agri-
cultural pursuits.

You cannot do better than increase your pro-
duction to the utmost limit of your capacity to

handle the bees.

Do not wait till you want to use your hives and

supplies before you order them. Remember that

shipping space is diff'cult to obtain, and if you
wait till September or later supplies may not

arrive on time. You zannot afford to let your
bees wait a day on aclayed shipments. Decide

now to increase your apiary and order your

requirements without delay,

ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD.
P.O. BOX 572 - . - DUNEDIN

Printod and Published by,Stone, Bo & Co, Lt, Dunedin, for the Nz
Beekespera! Axsooln isn, May fut, 1918,


