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[talian Queens

ROOT'S STRAIN.

These Queens are bred for Business, Beauty, and Bumper Grops.
TRY ONE NEXT SPRING.

Miss M. SHEPHERD

10 WILMER STREET X ' EHRISTENURGH

70 BEEKEEPERS.

Study your own interest and communicate with
us. We make a Bee Hive unsurpassed for excel-
lence in Design, Material and Workmanship.

We supply in the flat, painted and made up, or
will supply the timber dressed ready to cut to lengths
We rail to any part of the North Island.

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION.

Hawera Sash & Door Factory,

QUIN BROS., PROPRIETORS,
BOX 55 - HAWERA.

NICHOLAS’ ™" iR,

We are now very busy making up Foundation Comb, and
advise all who require their Wax made up to forward at once.
Put your name and address on each package.

Every Sheet guaranteed of superior quality, and free from
any Bee diseases,

PRICE, 8d. per lb.,, medium brood,
NOTE ADDRESS:

4 Caledonia St., Hawera.

ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY
WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND
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EDITORIAL If he carries out his promise of cabling
. to Mr. Massey in England the amount of
_ honey in store and the necessity of ship-
There can be no two opinions on the |ping this produce, we should see
1918 Annual Conference, was easily |great improvement  shortly.
the most enthusiastic also the largest af- [marks on the mnecessity on
tended of any yet held; in fact, Mr. F. S.[the  services of properly  qualified
Popo, Secrefary to the Department of men for grading N.Z. produce leads
Agriculturo, saill it was one of tho largest [one to beliove that onr graders will be
he had attended of any industry. There |paid a salary proportionate to the experi-
can bo no question that nm Minister of [ence necessary to maintain the market
Agriculture, the ITon. W, D. 8, Macdonald, [value of all produce bearing the Govern-
who opened the Conforence, was very sur- |ment graders’ stamp.
prised indeed to see tho hall crowded with
ladies and gentlemen, all of whom were| On the matter of appointing a Chief
£ull of onthusiasm, und gavo every indica. |Apiarist, he was again most candid, inso-
tion that they were thero tor husmm much that his words wera ‘‘if a suitable
and ho was so improssed that he stated [man could be found to Gl the position
he would be anly too willing to receive

deputations with recommendations for the
furtherance of tho industry. Certainly the
rocoption o gave to the deputation  that
waitod on hint was most sympathetic, and
his answors Lo tho roquests made were most
hopeful of good results eventuating, He
mgnin adwitted his surprise at the number
of peapla interested in the industry, and
Wo are sure it was an eye-opener to him.

he would be appointed,”
hesitation in saying that, provided he
offers a salary commensurate with the
qualifications necessary to fill the position,
he will have no difficulty in finding a suit-
able man.

and we have no

Tn this connection, Mr. T. W. Kirk
pointed out that the Public Serviee Com-
missioners were very loath to create any



I o s it might be doing

Al e Aoy officors n. the Publie
Service who are now fighting for us. \\H’J:
{his we quite agreo, bul it does nol APPY
in regard to the nppointment of a U0
fat, as there is no officer connceted

tho Apiarics Division oithor at the

or in camp at present. We know

r. T A. dacobsen has heen passod

nd will

ally fit for active servic
y be going into camp shortly, and
» only one that could reasenably
bo considered if the appointment shou
Dbe made. We hardly think Mr. Jacobsen
would ask that this appointment, which
be and all those who have the industry at
heart. reckon to be au cssentinl one, should
remain in abeyance until he returns from
active service, which for all we
at present will he a matter of years;
there is a possibility conne
service of not returnin
cerely hope this will not be the case with
Mr. Jacobsen, who has done a very great
deal of good work in eradicating box-hives
and foul-brood from his district; but the
possibility is there, and we must recognise
it when considering what we believe fto
be an appointment thaf the beekeeping
industry as at present fully warrants.

There are beekeepers now fighting
for us who conld without doubt huve filled
the office of upiary inspectors infinitely
better than the two one- t
have been appointed, so we think that if
those fighting for us were not considered in
the onc case, it is hardly a sufficient
reason to sidetrack an appointment that
if filled by a really capable man would be
of great assistance to the industry simply

t

becanse one man who may or may no
apply is going to do what a hundred per-
haps as capable men are doing aud have
been doing for years.

JOURNAL,

handling i
about twenby mioutes some gy
Some didn't; some got something
some got nothing, and went dowy
to get n meal. The Bditor, after
Viinly trying for three-quarters of an houy
fo get the guests served, got his Gl op
that commodity generally lnown ns il
+and rushed off to his hotel, where

the applian
waiting
soup,

ip,
B was just in time to got a snack before
Juncheon was ‘‘ofl.’’ However, all the

guests tool the matter in good part, and
we hope to fare better in future.

Mr. F. 8. Pope, Seeretary to the Depart-
ment of Agrieulture, in his remarks at the
opening of the Conference, stated that as
{here were to be changes in the Depart-
ment, it was probably the last time he

" | would address the beelceepers as oceupying

that pesition. Wa were very sorry to hear
this, as Mr. Pope has been'a great friend
to the beekeeping industry, and has always
been ready to give us the grentest possible
assistanee, both as rogards adviee and ob-
{aining monetary belp from the Depart-
ment. any case, we shall always be
glad to sec im at our Confercnces, and
Benefit by his expericnce in all matters
pertaining to ours and kindred industries.

. “ « .

As there were a groat mumber of new
faces al the Conference, those who had at-
tended for tho first time, we should appre-
cinte an oxpression of opinion from some
of them, with any suggestion that may
have occurred to them to the end of mal:
ing the gathering more useful. So please
send along your impressions, and we do not
object to criticisms as well.

. * B *

Reports.—The following returus

Crop
after the 20th of last month:—

. came in
' * * Spring  Inerease r Crop.

The experiment of trying t No. Count. o, Tos. ewt.
bubiness] ot (he e d:l?'i 25 17 22 017
must be recorded a failure, as not only |20 200 250 0 0
were two papers cut out, and another one |27 n - 20
only half read, buta great deal of work that | 25 & 4 0 8
the Secretary intended to bring forward|2? 15 — 0 9
was_crowded out for want of time, We| 30 48 55 g 1
think there was less time wasted this your | 3 G 0 2
than before, but in spite of this tho fime |- 42 70 2 13
was too short, The H.P.A. will have fo 21 24 .. 018
ﬁlll’ ﬂ-e‘xi drlm\,v for the Tuesday, so ns to|3 24 20 & 110

allow the Nationa . i

s ational the wsual full threc |\, eaynot say that our appeal met with

i very hearty support, bul it is a beginning,

H . . . and we lope we eball fare better next

e PO s ) car. Wo know many were afruid the

ﬂmm‘nn ““‘sl f;u u:uuut failure in the|names and distriets would be published,
function, and that was the luncheon. All|and  matrally | did - nob  want  an

gements were made and assurances|“poachers,”” "~ The Editor himsell ecould

given by the proprietor of the establish.
ment. that everything would bo all r‘;g]l‘:ﬁ-
ey wore quite capable of handling the
g{umhm‘, had (\0!}(‘ it dozens of times, &e
. but when it came to doing, it was,

not give any particulars of the above, as
immediately the figurcs are recorded tho
letters are destroyed. What wo woro renlly
after was to get the nverage yield por
bive for the whole of the Dominion, and

as one beckeeper aptly it, 1i
s o I y put it, like 4
having n big honey flow an, and only half

thus show the seuson good or bad as &
whole,
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The Honey Market.—The latest roburns|u very boastful letter that he ol
of shipments arriving Home are the rea-|his erop from his hooey house in 2 Ib. tins,
Jisation of £180 per ton, and we hope it |which returned him G4 per b, nett, 0
was a largo parcel. what good was the H.PA. to him! When
o the final returns aro paid, we Lepe the

When wo wrote last month on the necos-
sity of the sharcholdors signing a_contruc

with the ILP.A bad no iden that

any move was being made in that direc

tion; therefore wa were agreably sur

prised fo receive a copy of a contract form
with the notice of the adjourned annual
meeting of the H.P.A., and congratulate
the directors on the step taken. Tt is
bad business for the dircctors to take on
a contract that provides penalties for non

folfilment, without being supported by
legal contracts by those on whose behalf
they sign, and, judging from the opinions
expressed at the H.P.A. meeting, if this
had heen insisted on in tho first operations
of the Association, the whole industry
would havo been in o better condition than
it s to-day, and no sharcholder would |
Lave the feeling that his loyalty was being
exploited by less honourable shareholders.

We learn that a very prominent bee
keoper, who has been a shareholder and
supplier to the H.P.A. from the heginning,
is playing false this year, and as this
particular beekeeper has made no secret
that ho is independent of what the bees
bring in as regards income, it is difficult
to know the canse of his action. If the

5 not returning market values
one could understand it better, but on
last year’s crop they have returned @
bolter price than any outside offer, and
they have in hand about £200 more for
Qisiribution at an carly date, and there is
yet one more shipmeni besides before the
final returns for 1917 honey are in, so
the loyal men are going to fare very well
indeed. There is only one construction to
be put on the action of men such as the
above, and that is they are absolutely
selfish, and for the sake of an apparent
(and UYI]) apparent) penny or twopence
per pound are willing fo go back on their
word, belave in a sneaky way, and take
advantage of the word of houourahle men
who have pledged themselves to support
their Association. Even the Cierman ex-
cuse for breaking the terms of the treaty—
‘o regrettable necessity —eannot apply
here, beeause the advanco of per 1b.
“‘ex store’’ is a very payablo price, evon
if there wero not anything further to come.
Tho highest ﬂg\\u‘ noted on the prospectus
of the A when the contract was
oviginally qu:nml was 4%d. per b, final
paymont, and the majority of commercinl
beokeepers fairly ¢ jumped ot

» . . .

During the wholo of last season we wero
continually gotting lotters stating  tho

same gentleman will write again telling
uy the advantages of being disloyal,

We hold no brief for the FLP.A. The
whole policy of the Jonrnal is to point

out to the best of our ability the best
means of marketing which enables the
producer to get the utmost value for his
¢rop, and we should not be doing our
duty to the beckcepers of the Dominion
it we did mot show what is being done

our Co-operati Association.
amms of the Journal are open to all, a
if any shareholder cares to give bis rea-
cons for mot supporting the Association,
we shall be only too pleased to give them
publicity.

We must apologise to our Beginners for
not giving them their column this month.
The Editor, who arrived home on the 21st

fune, has had all he conld do to get the
Tournal out by somewhere near the first
of the month., We shall give you some-

{hing of interest next month.

The Adjourned Annual Meeting

New Zealand Co-operative
Honey Producers’ Asscn., Ltd.

The above meeting was held in the
Esperanto Hall, Wellington, on Wednes-
day, 12th June, 1918, when about fifty
sbareholders were present, also Mr. L. A.
Clark, of the Bristol and Dominions Pro-
ducers’ Association, Ltd. Mr. H. W.

Gilling occupied the chair.

After the minutes of the previons annual
meoting were read and confirmed, the
Chairman went into the position of the
Association relative to the loeal and export
markots, and the question of moving the
headquarters to n more central position.

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded
by Mr. Brickell, tho report and halance
sheet were adopted.

The Chairman (hen explained the posi-
tion of the local markef, which, by the
prices being realised by the export trade,
vas @ matter tho directors felt should be
submitted to the sharcholders before act-
ing further in the matter. The position
is this:—In November last the werchants

P.A, wore offering only so much, and
the writers wora being offered so much
more, Ono man, also o shareholder, wrote

were desirous of placing their orders for
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spronehed
homey, and tho HP.A. wore PRI
asking for the quotations for ll'lm et
At that time the 1.";;1.‘«.:_,',»;1;:"[‘ bexbot
ade was realising ws G por 1y 80 &0 CF
:_v:vm;: thoroughly into all costs mlu‘l :‘l;.':”f.né
the price fixed for the local trade was Bo8
that realised 6%, per Ib. netfy orders, 13
be taken <without engagement.’ ' (56 (0
bencfit of those who do not undert ‘.n.
this term, it is one that ia nsed A COTL
mercial Jifa where there is a possibiity of
the material, prod or_whatever con
modity the order is taken for becoming une
procurable. [The orders at this price went
up to somewhere about 100 tons, and wﬁ
any deliveries were made the export prieo
began to jump higher and higher, and the
local market could only be supplicd at a
Joss: therefore after filling orders to con-
sume about 25 tons, the directors felt they
should put the whole matter hefore the
shareholders and let them decide.

Mr. Baines moved, and Mr. Ireland
seconded—* “That the orders already placed
by the merchants for local markets be
filled.”'—Carried.

Whilst recognising this will mean a con-
siderablo loss to the shareholders, it was
very pleasing to note they accepted it in
the only reasomable way. The directors
acted in absolute good faith when fixing
the price—that was, higher than the ex-
port trade at that time was returning,
and to blame them because they could nof
see that the export trade was going up
to inflated values is hardly a fair thing.
had the export trade dropped, we should
have cxpected the merchants to have taken
all the orders at the price given; therefore
if the Association has any commercial
honesty at all, it was in_duty hound to
fulfil its engagements. One sharcholder
stated that had the meeting decided other-
wise he would have nothing further to do
with them, as they would be dishonest in
their dealings. Good man!

There s just one other aspeet fo be
i When matters bee,

me normal
increase in
consnmption of honey? This
will be accomplished by the retail trade
hoth here and in England, and the New
Zealand beekeepers have already jcopar-
dised the retail trade in England by fore-
ing Major Norton to neglect the rotailers
there and take advantage of the inflage]
prices offered by aerated water manufan
turers and confectioners, to wham our
honey is being sold. Think of it, vou who
are so anxious to have New Zealan honey
take its place on the English market! The
Mujor could have retnrned you about 1/-
per 1b. by keeping faith with his elients
and keeping to the terms of the contract:
but you said to him, “*You must raturs
infiated valucs or wo will not Jet you have

hone

and the splendid  outler
ouered by continuing to Supply the
toilers las been s PRy e e

ailers | seriously  joopurdisol,
‘Nullfn;m:\n honey s now heing sold “l,').h.arlr
cont: Bealand boney was before, and if it
potinues it will ‘b owing o the fat

" it s every bit an good in quality

BEBKEEPERS’ JOURNAL.
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eheaper.

We fully by,

ours, and ‘
it il mood  Toclings o0
the Dominion and’ what wo have fio, |
regard to the war that will restore o

¥ to the position it held. Salid faei
hastors! :

hon
my

Mr. Bray moved, and Mr Aangeg
seconded—"*That the dircctors be gl
to approach the Minister with ¥t
the shipping difficulty, and we leave i
to their subscquent diseretion to deal i),
the balanee in store.’'—Carried,

Mr. Gilling moved, and Mr. Irelay,
seconded—*“That the directors he gn.
powered fo enter into an agreement wig),
the B. and D. on the hasis of their reeeys
offer of £60 per ton nett without recoures
Dased on pre-war freights and insurancs, s
—Carried.

Mr. Bray moved, an:d Mr. Ward secondel
—“That the snpporting contracts bhe oh-
tained from shareholders, and the directors
be instructed to put into operation the
provision of Article 20 of the Association, "’
—Carried

Mr. Treland moved, and Mr. Allan
seconded—‘That the Company’s need of
further eapital be put before the share-
holders, and they bo asked to agres to a
deduction of a minimum of %d. per I,
due on payments on 1917 and 1918 haney
as they fall due.’”

Mr. Ward moved as an amendment,
seconded by Mr. Jacobsen—‘That 4d.
per 1b. be substituted for 14d.’’—Carried.

Mr, Gilling moved, and Mr. Weade
scconded—‘That Mr. B. A. Wills he ap-
pointed auditor at a fee of £10 10s."'—
Carried,

Mr. Allan moved, and Mr., Baines sec
onded— “That Mr, H. W. Gilling be ap-
pointed general manager at a salary of
£400 a year.”'—Carried.

This, we think, is a very good move, as
not only was Mr. Gilling poorly paid for
the work he was doing, but he was very
much handicapped by having far too mueh
to do. Now, as general manager he will
be relieved of a very great deal of respou-
sibility, the directors framing the polic
and he giving all his time o organisatiou,
abtaining new shareholders, &e., &e. The
position will give Mr. Gilling an cxcellent
oppoytunity of showing his ability, which
was not possible under the old eonditions.

Mr. Alan moved, and Mr, MeKnight
seconded—“That it be a recommendation
to the incoming dircetorate fo place the
accounts of the Association in the hands
of a qualified accountunt,’'—Carried.

T
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Mr .Allau moved, and Mr, Bartlett Miller
soconided—That the directors be  paidl
£1 u day whilsi attending direcbora’ meet

inaddition to travelling expenses.
.

nominations for directors were
W. Sage, W. B, Bray, and B. W.

160
157
oo Py i 7

and  Clark acted as

At the directors’ meeting held on Satur

day, 13th June, J. Allan was elected
to fill the vacancy on the Boarl causel
by the resignation of Mr. Gilling, owing
to the new position being created for him.

Ir. J. Rentoul who was unavoidably
absent, was offered the position of chair
an by telegram, and bo Teplied stating
willingness to fll the ofice to the best

of his ability.
We mow feel that our Association is
on a thoroughly business-like basis,

d have no doubt it will eventually obtain
the support of every beekeeper in the lanil.

1918 Conference Impressions
By E. G. WARD.

The chief impression left in my mind
after attending tho ffth annual Conforence
Lof the National is that it is a real live
body, and a power to be reckoned with in
apiculture.  As evidence of this, I may
draw attention to the very flattering re-
marks of the Ifon, W. D."S. Maedonald,
and also his promise of assistance when
opening the Conference. We have a friend
in the right quarter.

The welcome to visitors by the Mayor
of Wellington (. P. Luke, Esq.) wius most
cordial, and his invitation to a *“joy ride’’
Tound the town put everyone on good terms
with him. Unless it was taken advantage
of ou Saturday, it would have to be aban
doned, as the weather was very ‘soft’’
the whole time the Conference was sitting

Mr. T. W. Kirk was the same genial
gentleman whose nequaintance 1 made
seven years ago, and, as usual, took the
keenes( iuterest in our doliberations, and
was just as ready to help as ever,’ His
invitation to ‘‘the piotures’’ of N.Z. in
dustrios was accopted  with enthusinsi

und the entertainmont thoroughly cnjoyed.

Mr. T. 8. Pope's veviow of what had
been done to put the industry on a sound
footing duriug his torm of office as Sec-
rvetary of tho Department of Agriculture
confitmed the impression that ho hus been
i sympathy with us all the time.

Our

s

Waikato friends have

dome us o
good tnra in enlisting the sorviees and
interost of Mr. . tho  momber
for holr distriot. voico is wanted

in Parliament in our favour we have it
assured. am not mistaken, he has

t the “‘bee fever,” and if s we may
xpect there will be “‘something doing’’
when our interests are ab stake

The President’s address put us all in
a good humour, and when our *‘voleanic'’
werotary's report and balance sheet had
boen read, we felt quite rich, and proud
to know that our affairs had been so well
managed during the previons year.

My impression of the
somewhat ‘‘misty.”’ The view from Kel-
burn was decidedly so. The photograph
turned out better than might bhave been
evpeeted under the circumstances, hut L
am sorry all the visitors were not in it, so
that it would have been a record of a
‘‘record’’ attendance.

“luncheon’’ is

The demonstrations were highly interest-
mg, and showed that those giving them

1 gone to much trouble in priparing
»thhlts Mr. Trythall’'s models of the
‘Iland Floor-board’’ made quite a show,
and his remarks were closely followel.
As a result, I expect to hear that some
will he trying the Hand system of
conirol, and find after all that the
1id schemes o' bees and beekeepers
aft agley.'”

rm
“‘best
aung

Mr. Bartlett-Miller’s talk about genetics
was somewhat ‘‘above our heads,’” but if
lie does what he promised we will forgive
bim. I was alarmed at one stage of his
remarks, his language got so scientific and
technieal, so much so that everyome began
to cough, and T quaked for the conse-
quences, 'The danger passed, however, and
we shall now wait for the two years Mr.
Miller has stipulated before he gives his
discovery the publicity it deserves.

I always listen with pleasure to am
thing Mr. Stewart sa
ing.” He does not mind us ‘‘picking h
brains,”* and he knows what he is talking
about.

Mr. Treland’s remarks
discussion following _proves  that
‘many men have many minds,”’ but to
my mind the ‘‘man behind the gon'’ is
the main consideration.

on frames and

Mr. Benton's capping melter got a good
““boost,”” and is, I believe, n ¢ good
Fveryone knows what a boon
it would be to be able to clean up each
day as wo go, and this machine is one of
many designed to help us along this line.

Mr. Allan's demonstration on
honey was an education to a number.
bas packed and sold honey in this form
for nbout ten years, amd is entitled to be
called the chief authority on this style of
putting up honey for market. 1 have
been an advoeate of this style of package
oven before [ heard Mr. Allan on the sub-
jeot, and have sold small quantities done

up in this way. Tt is particularly suitablo
at the present time, when containers are
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p.A. should be able
Our ILP.A. should be B0
Iry place,
“will be

o expensive,
To don good trade with it, but
to insist o it being stored in o ¢
or I know from expericnco there
trouble.

The Constitution amendments \wz\'u
pred with very little dobate. They €0
tvidance of being carcfully thonglt outy
and we are indebted to the Waikato
Branel for introducing the mprovements.

There were u fow prominent boomey
who were ** conspicuous by their absence,

the cbief among them being “Lnlvnrv
Hopkins. If 1 were u betting man, how-
ever, 1 would lay something he was with
us in spirit. He is waiting for a veport,
and whon he knows whal a succossful
moeting we bave had he will rejoico to
know that lis early work in the interests
of beckeeping is bearing fruit. 1 some-
times wonder if he has not got « ‘‘finger
in the pie’’ under a pen name familiar

to us all.

Among the bee appliances was a *‘patent '’
hive. I am going to offer a hit of advit
to the inventor, and it is free. It is this:
Save your patent money and put it into
Lees. “There is not a manufacturer in the
world who would give twopence for the
cole right of mannfacturing it, and there
is not an experienced beekeeper who wou
adopt it if ob the market. No offence
meant, I assure you.

To sum up, T enjoyed myself immensely,
and baye come Lome well pleased with
everything and everybody, and am looking
forward to meeting the same faces next
year, and making more friends among
new ones.

Bees in Relation to
Fruit-Growing.

By T. HOPKI2

(Paper read at the National Patriotic
Applo Show, Auckland, May 1, 1918.)

(Coneluded.)
The late Professor Caok, previously re-
1

crred to, in reply to questions T sent him,
saidi—

“‘Bees never harm blossoms, but are al
ways u help. Bees aro n tremendous aid
through pollination, £ best
fraits must he eross

repro

duco, Many pears, upples, and plums, m
are utterly sterile ta their own polles,
Bees are alone nemerous enough to effe

this valnable servi T am sure that it is
o ucantrovertible fact that bees as th
arent agents in pollination are

Vahuabla to the world than for the

more
world than for the one:
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they produce. The best orchardists (i,

alifor now arrange with apiarists 1,
bring their bees to the orehards: they i
they must have bees.”

And again, Professor L. O. Howard, ehie
of the Division of Eatomology, Depurtmon
of Agriculturo, United States of Americy,

his_introduction b Bunetis No. 1 on
‘Tho Honey Bee,’' third edition, says of
bees and hec enlture

“This branch of agricltural industry
does not impoverish the soil in tho lensi,
but, on the contrary, results in betier seed
and fruit crops. The total money gain Lo
the conntry from the prosceation of this
industry would undoubtedly be placed ut
soveral times the amount given in the tablo
above (20,000,000 dollars) were we only
able to estimate in dollars and cents the ro-
sult of the work of becs in eross-fertilising
the blossoms of fruit crops. Ln support of
this, it is only necessary to refer to the
fact that ecent investigutions of notier
ion of this Department have shown
Ot pear are nearly
or quite sterile unless bees bring pollen
from other distinet varicties for their com-

lete fertilisation. Turther, a writer in
tho ‘Fruit Grower’ stated: ‘It has now
bocome demonsirated that many Linds of
fruits, if not all linds, are greatly bene-
fited by bees, and that a large portiou of
our fruit, such ns the apple, pear, and par-
ticularly the plum, would were
it not for the helpful work of tho honey
bee.! Professor Waite, of the Agricnl-
tural Department, Washington, covered tho
blossoms of pears, apples, and plums with
netting, excluding the bees, pnd found
that such protected blossoms of many varie-
ties yielded no fruit. In some vuricties
therc was no exception to the rule, and
he was convinced that large orehards of
Burtlett (Wins, Bon Chretien) pears, planted
distant from other varieties, would be
utterly barren were it not for the work

ecs, and even then they
could not be profitably grown unless every
third or fourth row was planted to Clapp’s
Favourite, or some other variéty capable
of fnnllmug the blossams of the Bartlett.
In other words, he fonnd that the Bartlett
pear could no more fertilise its own blo
soms than can the Crescent strawberry.”’

Coming fto my own expericnce vearcr
home, in’ tho winter of 1882 T started a
bee farm at Matamata, and had abont 100
colonies of beos when the fruit-hlooming
season came on. Tho apiary was located
close to a mixed orehard of large (rees,
covering some ton aeres, The nearest bush
was about five miles distant, nnd, tho or
ehard being in an open plain, there was no
shelter for wild bees nearer than the bush,
<o thut it is not at all likely the ovchard
was visited by many hees, | was informed
that, though™ the trees hlossomed abun
duntly ench season, they hore very little
fruit: that the whole fon neres did not
supply fruit enough for the station, Tho

resnlt in that and subsequent sonsins, by
the aid of my hees, was thal the (ees had
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to be proppod up in all directions to keep | fitted for a miscellancons lot of short-lipped
them from breaking down under the weight |insocts usvally exhibit similar colours (es-

of fruit.
‘Where the Bees Should be Located.

Al commercial orchardists must be cor
tain that every facility is given to ensnre
the visits 6f hive bees to their troes when
in blossom, otherwiso they will not reap the
full benefit of their work and outlay. Twa
conditions are necessary—lst, the becs
should be close at hand; and, 2nd, the hives
should be well sheltered from

gh winds, ‘‘Close ab hand’’ meuns the
higes should be at ame corner of the prehard
with a northern and oastern aspect if pos
sible, so that i stormy weather,
often oceurs in tha fruil blooming season,
the bees may have an opportunity of work
ing on the blossoms during every lour of
sunshine. It i3 not enough to trust to your
neighbour’s bees some distance off, for if
they have far to fly durin rt breaks
in the weather, you will receive little or
mo benefit from them.

(=

With regard to the number of hives of
Dees (““colonies’’ is the nsual term) neede
for, say, an orehard of ten acres, it will
e obvions that I can only express ap
opinion on this question, which is that from
ten to fifteen fn fair mormal conditions
would he ample.

Spraying of Frult Trees at Right Time.

It should be distinctly understood that
the spraying of fruit blossoms with the
wsnal poisonous mixtures while in the con
dition to attract bees means certain death
to all inseet visitors. 1 understand that
the proper time and when the most good
is done is to spray when the blossom petals
are falling. In several of the American
States there are Inws aguinst spraying be-
fore that time; the mixture not only de-
stroys bees and their brood, but also the
pollen of other flowers sprayed.

Conclusion.

To conclude, T cannot do_better than
quote the opinion of Herman Miller on the

Taluo of boes as fertilising agents in iy
mreat work on ““The Fertilisation of
Flowers’ i—

““Bees, which not only feed on the pro-
Quca of flowers, but nourish their young
also thereon, arc in such intimate and lite
long relations with flowers that thoy show
more adaption to a floral diet, and are
led to more adaptive modifications in thest
flowers than all the foregoing orders (of
inseets), put_togethor.  Becs, ) the most
skilful and diligent visitors, have played
tho chiof part in the evolntion of flowors:
wo owe fo them the most numerous, the
most varied, and most specialised forms
Tlowers ndaptod (o boes probably surpass

all athers together in variety of colour.
The most spocialised, and especially  the
gregarious, hoes have produced great dif

forentintions in colour, which ennble them
on heir journeys ta keep to a single species
of flower,  While those flowers which are

pocially whito or yellow) over n ram

of several allied spacies, the most closely

allicd species growing in’the sume Tocality,
when adapted for bees,

farent colours, apd can thereby be recog-

nised ab a_glance (e Trifolium, Laninm,

Tenerium, Ferdicularis).”

Gomments on Passing Bee
Events.

By CBITIC

[Thess Commenta, bo It anderstond, aro not
to'be accopted In the Tight that “Critic" thinks
o knows everything about bees, besuse he
Knowa he doew not, and hever can. | T
oty Intended o tielp In some small way the
Gcvelopment of our Industry.]

June Nnmber—Editorials—I have al-
ready ecriticised the seale of salary and
the utter thoughtlessness of those respon-
sible for it, and ot
and keep capablo apiary imstructors for
suell a miserable remuncration, so that all
T meed say is that I fully agree with all
your remarks on the subject.

“‘Failore of H.P.A.'—This heading
looks mmmm at first glance, but is inmo-
cent anongh read with the context

for’s remarks in third paragraph,
He holds that the Association
s not accomplished what it set out to
S s, g maluco all op ths majority o

m (hc Wit of there honay: mmrm.
HPA. has failed, or
pariially failed, in its mission, and he
asks, ‘“Whose fault is it?’' The Bditor,
in answering his own query, places the

default on the beekeepers themselves,
whieh is undoubtedly true; but has the
the H.P.A. up to the presont, ns what I

be done to bring about that general co-

operation so essential to its success? T
think not. At the same time, I do not
blame the Executive or management of

the FLP.A. up to the present, as what T
am going to snggest ns the remedy may be

considered beyond its means; but until
somothing of the kind is undertaken, I
cannot see how things will improve.

My suggestion, which I hope will be well
discussed, and eritieised if necessary, is
that n competent traveller shonld be en-
gaged to go through all our principal bee-

o the toller

for broad, by ety led,
wenls X
While the sun o V. the. sun zoeth
9 feme wich warkz
His' qhidtae core 3 to bt n shate
Tidlo hin pomers tar. toll endire.,
And o lovsen the hold of o coeh v a cold

With Woods' Great Peppermint Ciire.
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v 1
ening distriets on behalf of the No
‘H‘J::»‘\.\Lni.m and the HLP.A,, explaining :‘l‘\‘c
Wiages of co-operation, securing T
for tho former, sharcholders fof &=
und arranging for the purchsy

ad
Dbers

tor
the “sencon’s orop. may be mul"‘:m]t
1his Jatter is practically impossible, PUE o

at it has been,
ice among fravel

Jnow from experience b
is now, 4 common pra :
B welldknown frme, With regard to
thero’s the rub. To scecure
would have to be
be somewhat
The results, however, as they seeit
<hould more_than recompense both
£ tho outlay.
keepers are

®

to me
institutions for their share o
st remember that beel

We m i : e
ot singular in their capriciousness: b
e f6 be o trait in human nature with

Which we must reckon, for we have seen
the same in the formation of all other co-
operative institutions. It has token many
< and much labour to bring them to
successful stuge.

7
the

I am pleased to see you have faken up
the question of honey exhibits at out
principal shows, and condemned the apathy
of the National Association in not taking
an interest in the matter. As I have
always maintained, and still maintain, our
National Association is neglecting one of
its most important functions in the pro-
gress of our industry in not taking advan
tage of the very best means of bringing
our principal product—honey—directly be-
fore the general public at a minimum of
cost.

Page S6—Hive Cramp—The best cramp
by a long way for putting parts of hives
firmly and truly together 15 that made for
and used at the Government Apiary, figared
and described in the ‘‘Australatian Bee
Manual.”’  The long iron joiner’s eramp
is unwieldy, and takes up too much time
to adjust and re-adjust.

April, May and June Numbere—Notes
from a Breeding Specialist.—No heekeeper
who has carefully read Mr. M. Atkinson’s
artiele in the above Journals can do other
than appreciate the painstalking research
and experiments he has carried out in bis
endeavour to discover the most serviceable
bee for the English climate. He, unlike
many of bis brother British beekeepers
does not idolize the black bee, but from
what T can gather his choice so far lies be-
tween Golden Italians and Caucasian hees
or probably in the future a cross hetwoon
them may prove more suitable than cithe

. Atlinson, it scems Lo me, is the type
of gentleman’ likely to do more good -
others than he is for himself. If 1 judg
corractly, he is really after a composite
bee—a hee made up of two, three, or more
varicties, und like the baby with i certuin
foam b won’t be Tappy till he gets if,
161 doing him justice by taking up
this line of argument, 1 would remark firs,
:1._:].11 that his breeding apiaries Mauld
ll‘llli 3 to‘ be isolated, where there would be

© o mo possibility of visits from other

BUEKPEPE 8

£ | woro possible!

[July 1,1018.

JOURNAL.

I Then, supposing ¥
Vears of eross-breeding the ideal composite
e in his opinion came to light, how long

would it take to get the type fixed, if that
More than a lifetime. Had
o the same coutrol over the breeding of
N Dhees as Luther Burbank bas in his
work of hybridisation or cross-fertilisation
o blossoms in any direction he wills, we
would bave ns little trouble to get the
enl bee as he has to get the frait or plant
he desires.

Line breeding, in my opinion, is the best
course to take to improve one’s bees, which
is o start with the variety of bec most
favoured, and breed ench season from the
colonies giviug the hest vesults in honey,
temper, least inelination to swarm, &e.

T hope Mr. Afkinson will favour us with
ome further notes on advanced beekeep-

ing.

Tage 91—Colour in Grading.—Mr. Teed
does not apparently discriminato hetween
the two terms, ‘‘colour’’ and ‘‘bright-
ness,”" which are absolutely distinet in
their meaning. Colour of honey is one of
the chicf points in grading; it may be
amber coloured, but the fact of it being
bright or dull does not alter the colour;
it may affect the points awarded, as a
bright amber would count before a dull
amber. You could not expeet a dark nutty
Brown coloured loney to count in the
same class for colour with amber coloured
beeause of its bright appearanee. Red is
red, whether bright or dull.

hid—Honey in Boxes—Although it
might not be advisable to risk a large
quantity of honcy in boxes for aversea
markets at the present’ time, I think now
that tins are almost unprocurable, we
ought to loso mo time in giving boxes a
trial with o small consignment. I believe
that is all Mr. Allan has asked for in the
meantime. The Department, would no doubt
give permission to ship a quarter or half-
ton trial lot, then I daro say the National
and its Branches, together with the FLP.A.,
would be prepared fo take a share of the
visk with Mr. Allan for the first small
consignment, though I think the risk a
negligible quantity so far as shipboard is
concerned, T believe Mr, Nelson has rather
Taboured the point with regard to ship:
board visk, Inferviewing one of the chiol
shipping firms in Aucldand on the matter
of honey stowed as general eargo, whether
in the event of any of it heing stowed
near the engineroom (I had expliined
about boxed Tioney), any harm conld come
to it The reply Was that although it wis
still customary ‘to marlk some merchandise
“Keop away from the engines,’ that tho
caution is practically unneccssary  with
present duy enrgo stenmers, Honoy is usn-
ally stowed as broken eargo. I certuinly
camnot umderstand how the shorl ntmos:

pheric or tomperature changes on o TN
Home round the “‘Tlorn'’ will have the
slightest offeet upon boxed honey.
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The run throngh the tropics occupics
from fen to eleven days, reckoning the

ship to travel about 12 kuots, only halt
of which is in the hottest part; and a
for the ‘‘Gulf Stream,’’ its highest tem
perature in summer where it pours ol
of the Gulf of Mexico is 84 deg. Fahr.,
but where a ship meets it on the Home
run round the ““MMorn'' the temperature
is very much reduced. Besides, a ship
only touches it at its most ecastern sid.
For a short time, and the moist atmasphere
of the Gulf Stream is along its two edges
where condensation takes place. T know
the ‘‘Stream,’’ with its lovely garden of
“Gulfweed," " fairly well, also the fropics,
which T have been through many times,
and, in fact,'lived in different parts for
four years, and my experience leads me

to believe that Mr. Nelson'’s fears are not |

well grounded so far as risk in shipboard
is concerned. At all events, the crux of
the matter ean only be satisfactorily solved
by trial shipments.

District Reports.

WATRARAPA.

Beekeepers have cxperienced a rathe
trying season this year, final results being
about two-thirds of a full erop.

Beeswax is in good demand at 2/- per
b,

As the result of the high prices being
obtained for honcy, &e., most beckeepers
are preparing for a big increase next sea
son.

The winter so far has been very mild,
and possibly foreshadows'a hard time for
beokcepers in this district next spring.

Y. H. BENTON.
June 17th, 1918,

Tho first anoual meeting of the Wai
rarapaBeekeepers’ Associntion’ was
vened in Murray’s Hall, Masterton, on the
dth June, 1918, Mr. R. H. Nelson (Prosi
dont) in the chair.

Dho minutes of the previons meoting
wero read aud confirmed.

con

The Prosident, in his opening address,
laid stress on the valuo of co-operation,
comparing the prices tuling fiftoen years
o with the prices being obtained to-day
us the resnlt of the co-oporative movement
wnong beekoopers,  He also touched on
queon brooding, menfloning the necossity
of broading plenty of pura-bred drones to
onsure sueco Poul-brood and the best
methods of treating the discase were also

The annual repert and balanee
then read by the 4 Sa
comments were expressed by se

hers on the progress the Branch hs
and the position of its b
shows a e
£12 1

£1

balance sheet, which
redit bl for
8s. 1d. The memhership lis
members, representing about 1,
nies.

| moved, and Mr. J

Russell ‘That the report and
balance sheet be adopted.''—Carried unani-
mously.

Messrs. B. H. Nelson and C. R. Benton
were appointed delegates to atfend the
National Conference.

Officers for the ensuing year were elec-
ted as follows:—President, Mr. R
Nelson; Vice-President, Mr. F
sen; Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. :
Benton; auditor, Mr. J. 1. Henderson;
(Committee—NMessTs. . Seott, F. Parkes
J. M., Russell, J. Kempton, R. Holditch.

Mr. Russell moved—*‘That the members
present sit as a special meeting for the
purpose of altering the date of the annual
meeting from June to May to prevent
| elashing with the annual Conference of the
National,’” Seconded by Mr. F. A. Jacob-
sep.—Carried.

J

Several remits were prepared to be put
before the Conference dealing with the
appointment of a Chief Apiarist, the
salaries of apiary instructors, and other
matters of more or less importance to the
industry.

It was proposed by Mr. F. A. Jacobsen,

and scconded by Mr. J. M. Russell—‘ That
the next meeting be held in Eketahuna
in conjunction with a field day.’—Carried.

In conclusion, Mr. C. R. Benton moved
a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman.
This was seconded by Mr. F. A. Jacobsen,
and earried amidst applause.

Mr. F. A. Jacobsen moved a hearty
vote of thanks to the secretary for the
work he had done in the past year.

This
was seconded by Mr. R. Holditch, and car-
ried by acclamation.

Y. H. BENTON

Honey Grop Prospects.

The Director of the Horticultural
Division has received from the apiary
instructors the following report eoncerning
the honey orop prospects:—

Auckland.—There is little further to
report this month. The keen demand for
honey has slackened somewhat. Beeswax

diseussod.

is in’ demand at 2/- per Ib., with but little
offering.—@. V. Westbroale.
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Wellington.—Practically all this scason’s
erop has been extracted or sold pending
exfraction from the combs. Prices renlised
There is no pat honcy

average 1/- per Th, !
coming forward.  Comh honey is also
searce. Beeswax is in keen demand at

- per 1b. Bxport lines continue to vmu\u
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animals, the varieties in
the virtues o boney itself, and sy

They are the products of life, apy oo
elalorated in the living organism. be L
plant or animal, hence  they are o
a8 Lio-chemical compounds, from the Grey.
word—Bios, life, we begin to

n colour of flowarsg,

Trecly into the grading store: <[ why the sting of a beo and that of
oy o uctlle have different effects, for of conrss
these organisms produce different anzymes,

Duncdin—There is practically no altera- | which, of course again, have  dikorert
tion. " The bulk of the crop has been dealt |efects on the human body. Does (e et
with, but a few small Hacs are still to|also cxplain why bee-stings vary in ther
come forward, Prices are fitm,  Loeal | mtcnsity, other ‘things heing equal!  For
market qnotations show no decline. Bull {11 is apparent that the poison, being a
T a1 100.; sections, 7/6 to 10/-5 | biocliemical anc, it {s mors. o Tors oEqes
pat honoy, nome forward. Beeswax is in|1he control of thie bee ifself, or is at least
I e T per | modified by the health or condition of the
sroug ek, hee. What s to hinder n spitoful Gorman
from excrcising ifts will and putting an

extra venom into its poison? In my opigion
nothing whatever,  Germans will do an
thing. 8o far as T know, this enzyme has

BEE-STINGS.

By ““TOMO SEL

ATICO."!

A considerable amount of unecertainty
prevails in regard to bee-stings and their
treatment. Perhaps a few words from a
retired surgeon who has devoted some of
his time to a careful study of the subject
and to whom the homey hee is ‘‘a thing
of beanty and a joy for ever’' may not
be found uninteresting.  Several {hings
may contribute to the severity or other-
wice of a sting—

The strength of the poison.
The amount of the dose.

The locality of the sting.
. The health of the
The health of the hee.

oo

vietim,

1..The Strength of the Poison.—It ap-
pears to me that on certain days the poison
is stronger than it is on i
effects more deleterious
avoid handling bees when the atmosphere
is electrically charged, or on the approach
of rain. Whether the bee bas the pow
of elaborating at will, or, une tain
conditions, a more deadly poison is

worth investigation and experiment.
sonally, 1 think it has. Thi
nssociated with the further question of
what the | Iy is. Most authoritio

Por
This question is

tell us it is Formic acid. Formic acid
is cortainly present, hut this acid is also
the agent of the stinging nettle, Now,

4
the efleets of a sting from a beo and thoso
from a mettle are quite different, showing
that the poison is not altogether formic
acid. From analogy and more dircet con-
siderations it has been suggested that the
poion s in part a_specific forment or
enzyme, as it is called. These enzymes
play a most important role in the grent
coonamy of Nuture, and we owo to them |
the digestive powers of plants and |

not yet been isolated with whieh to ex-
periment, but some day it is sure to be
caught and made to yield the secret of
its power, and we may then be able
to produce an efficient antidote. il then,
courage!

2. The Amount of the Poison.—When a
Dbeo leaves its weapon in the human skin
its worl is only half finished, the poison
sac continuing fo pump, 10 rhythmical con-
tractions, its deadly doses into the
system. The bee heing dead yet stingeth!
But what is the skin doing meanwhile?
Tt is showing you one of the most heauti-
ful adaptations of Nature which the human
eye can sce or the human mind perceive.
We are usually informed that the poison
enters directly into the blood-stream, and
is whirled away so rapidly
dote can. possibly overtake it.
lienrd of Achilles’ nnd the Tortoise before,

but -am still inclined fo back Achilles.
Lature is not so crue! to her children.
I grant that when the poison is injected

dizeetly iuto o lavge blood-vessel the difii-
culties are immensoly increased, but this

does nof often happon, and it must be
cousidored in the nature of a catastrophe.
There is little hope for a stecplejack whea

e falls! Rut in cumstunees
what oceurs is this: A minute quantity
of poison reaches the small blood vessals
or capillaries of the skin, and tho cffect
is the dilatation of these capillaries. What
docs this mean? It means that the circu-
lation s disturbed and that the stream
with its poison iy directed into the ecapil-
Jaries and not ont of them into the larger
Blood-vessels,  We are now spoaking ol
very altenunted microseopie objects, bt
(ha' principle is the swmo, This cldy in
the civenlation means tn the marvollously
balanced orgueism n message of disbross.
Instantancously with the dilatation of the
enpillaries battalions of hlood-corpuseles
reneh the spot, constifnfe o cirelo of ol
most imponetrnhle density, and thus form
what is proctienlly n closod-
contnining its modieum of blooad
poison,  This littlo white civelo ov whonh
with its tiny red spob as o eonfro, can

ordinary
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now be detected by the naked eye. The
first Tush of the enemy has been stoppeq:
If the sting be now removed and a lo.,
‘medicament applied, this usually crds th,
grouble,  But if the sting be” permitie
o continue pumping out its poison,
the corpuscles have not had time *“to cop
solidate the ground gained,” Nature, lil,
the Duteh, will open her flood-gates, nng
tho water of the blood will inundate i,
whola environment. This in poor hums,
parlance is called a ‘‘swelling,"” Naturo's
first splint. A splint keeps the parts at
rest, prevents inflammation, soothes pain,
but in the case we are now considering
it docs a great deal more. It limits the
poison to a eertain locality; it dilutes
the virus, and lets it enter the circulation
thus dilnted only drop by drop. One conl
hardly get merry on a bottlo of whisky
mixed with a barrel of water. It woull
¢edrown the miller.’’ So does our swell-
ing!

But suppose the poison be particularly
noxious and enough gets throngh to con
tinte the attack. the besieged citadel being
the great central mervous system namol
the spinal cord, even yet if is *‘a lang
ery to Loch Awe!’’ For Nature now
diverts much blooa, with its poison, awiy
from the spinal cord by flushing the heal
and neck, swelling the throat and tongue,
and causing a rash and blood effusion
into the skin. She also ‘‘clears the
seuppers’’ by causing a running at the
nose and eyes, and by vomiting and purg
ing, and so tending to eliminate the
poison from the system. Some of th
poison must of necessity reach the vital
centres indicated by slowing of the hearf
and labouring of the respiration.  Bul
after such a” prolonged struggle the -
stroyer, like its victim, has been denuded
of much of its potency, and in the great
majority of cases is incapable of adminis-
teving ‘its fatal coup. The last battle
is the decisive one!

3. The Locality of the Sting—I
though the sting be directly into a ve
Nature does mueh to prevent fatal couse:
quences, as I have just indieated. Where
swelling cannot readily tako place, such
as uader the nail or on the palm or scalp.
the pain is very severe, for swelling by
mumbing the sensory merves cuts off con
Munieation with the pain-centre the
Dbrain, and so renders all sensation impos:
siblo,

4. The Henlth of the Victim—Feur reu
dors anyone less capable of combating
the paisan, A dog, without previous know
lodgo of its presonce, bitten suddenly by
w sunke, generdly recovers, but if the dog
stands shivering heforo its enemy and then

| septio,

ERS’ JOURNAT,

101

this is tao |
tho present
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paper,

5. The Health of ;
busy bee has ity ,m»ug: iﬁf‘;n
germs and enzymes from th
£rom other loss roputable sy
are not always particular engus,
their own toilel, and mix foreign Hlepeers
living end doad with their nornal acid
and enzyme. The resplt 1q s
sudden (leath of 4 hesepn et 1he
sidered himself So indeed ha
€-poison, but not to
element” introdaced

subjeet to discuss in

owers and

some deadly forcign
along with ‘it

Troatment.

We have to combat three distinet ele-
ments:i—Acidity, enzyme, germ.

The difficulty with all local applications
is the impermeability of the skin. There
is little use in applying a remely if it
cannot soak in to do its special work. Tt
is like blistering a skep to reach the
bees. The fair sex, having a more deh-
cate cuticle, is more amenable to treat-
ment, hence the well-carned popularity of
the blue-bag, which is undoubteily of use
in many cases. Other popular remedics
are pure spint, tincture of iodine, carholie
lotion, solutions of ammonia, sods, or even
lime, T have tried them all, and found
that the effect depends more on the method
of application than on the speeific virtues
of ench remedy. Whatever substance is
chosen should be in the form of a weak
solution. Strong solutions merely harden
the skin, and prevent all penctratiou what-
ever. A piece of lint well soaked in the
weak solution should be applied, and
covered with mackintosh or eiled silk to
keep the moisture from evaporating.

However, fow if any of these remedies
viz.,

combat all the elements involved—
acidity, enzyme, germ. nearest ap-
fic whieh I have found

proach to a spe
is Tehthyol. This is a eompounl of am-
monia, and is both an alkali and an anii-
penetrating the skin quickly and
casy of application. It is best made into
an ointment with an equal part of lanolin,
and should be put on thickly and covered
with catton wadding. OFf course the sting
must be removad ut the very first, accord:
ing to the urt of the apiarist, and general
stimuhints  administered  if  considered
necessary.

T should just like to add that after a
long experionce of medical and surgical
practice, I have come to the conclusion
that there is no absolute cure for anything
except it be, perhaps, the Scotch Fiddle.

ie. The | pase of Woods' Greal Bepperming
HOts bitten, it is almost sure to dic. Thefin the pury  Wooils' Great Bepp
sume principle applies to bees and theity,  CUN o s e
stings,  Some people are peculiarly SUS 1¢ win cough, 1t will IS o cold,
coptible to the poison, and develop dan jdud lox o

HOTOns  symptoms  from the first.  We
apintists wll kuow that wo eun render gur
selves immuno to ordinary heo-stings, bo

Iy stius.
), e sure,
i Cure!
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(TO THR BDITOR)
Sir-1 am enclosing horewith an article
aoﬂlnspondmm. entitled ‘Speeding Up the Busy e,
1 which appenred in a recont issue of ‘The
Tndependent'* (New York), as it has oe-
. enrred to mo that it might prove of
AYATR ATLARIR interest to your readers—I am, &c.,
M. CABLE,
(TO THE EDITOR.)
Wellington, 24/5/18.
Sir—Tho tomuls of your talented cor-
respondent, Mr, M. Atkinson, on the func-

tions of State apiarics, pablished in your
lnst issue under the above heading, corres
pond_exactly with my contention ns fully
put forward in two articles in the “N.Z.

ml, 1916, and the
other in April, 1917, Mr, Atkinson sug-
gests with regard to experiments at a
State apiary little or no good can come
out af *‘fumbling about on eclementary
matters every beekeeper should bocome
familiar with from text-books and their
confirmation by n little practical worlk:
State orgunisition” ouglt to be requi
tioned for that purpose.

In the April isue for 1016, 1 mggmt\'r!

SPEEDING UP THFE BUSY BEE.
(From ‘‘The TIndependent,’”’ New York.)

The little busy bee will have to he
bosier than ever if it is to meet the
present demands for honey. Never before
in the history of the country has homey
hoen sa searce or the price so’ high. Prac-

in the United

in the whole world, will have been cleaned
up long before next season's erop can be
harvested; this, too, in spite of the fact
that the of the country wero

under the  heading
the Government Apiary,”’ that: ‘1t il
be of no practical service to the industry,
und would ouly be u waste of time io
trouble uhout matters that come readily
within the scape of enquiry of the average
beekooper; the researches conducted by an
officer or oficers of the Department of
Agriculture whould be directed to  the
solving of such questions ss lie beyond
ity of the former. In minor mat-
ters affecting improvement in apicry work,
foummals afford the bost sourcos
&c, It is no refloction
1rvllud' to declare that the

M.
exporiments now being carried oot at Rua

upon

expliinod in Boo
while the results
tho material aml
The Nationsl

experiments

kara bnve boen fully
Journals and text-books
eral have o
mothods 10 disenrded.
Association insisted  upon
being carried out st the wpiary without
u.«..mg or suggesting the  course  they
shonl to bo of tho most bovefit fo
our m:lunlrv Mr. Trythull is doing all

thut he ean do muh-r the eircamstuncos;
but

b to Lo of raal
it m
roscurches, not follow, nud w do this n
properly equipped Burouy of Entomalogy
in noodod, with o compotent apiurist versel
in the sefence of entomology in charge of
the section, such us i the'case i Canada
wud the Upited Rtates.  Until the the
while attestion of those I churge should
be direeted to the improvementi of our
n.| the best means of wax produs
ol least, that is wy opiuion, At
‘wire e, 1# the Biats aplurics wore
converted info bee nurseries 1o help supply
the Iurge demand for boes that now exista,
they would do an immense amonnt of gooi
in fortheriog the interests of commercial
Veakeoping in New Zealsnd.—1 am, &o.,

L HOVKINS,

if the Btate Apiary
1

o

urged Inst season by the Goverument to
greatly incrense their ontput, and especi-
ally to run their bees for extracted honey
inftead of comh honey, as the former is
onsier fo produce,  As a result of the
Government's propaganda, which was ear-
red on by experts sent through all the
beelceeping States, o much larger volume
of loney than nsunl was put on tho market.
The worphus, however, was quickly taken
up by the domnnds’ for honey to be
shipped nerows the sens. Tt is suid that
e whip enrriod o eargo of honay alone,
in oncy being duslgnd for the uso of
the Italian army, Nover bofore in tho
Wistory of the country bad o ship-lond of
Amorfean hanoy beon oxported.

Hoekoeping, which has been purely in-
cidental on most farmg, if indeed any bees
at all have been kept, is coming to have
u greator prominence than ever before.
It 1% not the purpose of the Government,
llmu;(’l, to urgo the keeping of more hees
much as the production of more honey,
which can be dono by devoting more sate
o the bees now owned.

Heeloeping is u line of work which can
Lo taken up to advantage by women, 1f
tho preseat war continues, it is not un
Jikoly that this fleld will be entered to
a mueh greater extent by women than it
ever bas boen bofore,

. . . .
(TO THE EDITOR.)
Sir—1 think a couple of Srograpbieal
orrors Lsa oropt ut Mr. B 0 Ward
o on *Ilints on llunumkln o
1 tates

peuriog lust month, Tn one plco it
thut the depth of o shallow super, outside

=
3

measnrement, should ho 6% inches. Bhould
not this road 634 inches, which is the
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depth of the shallow dovetail hive? Fram.s

are 17 inches in dopth. In another
place it gives the distance between rahhets
of the finished hive s 19 13-16, but s (e
fotal length of hive is little if any more
than 20 inches, would not this leave ot
a-16in. for the combined thickness of hotn
ends?

Not having seen Mr. . S, Hutehinso: s
appliance for rendering infected cambs, [
would very much like to sce n eompliia
description of it in your pages. Perug
ally, T think this would he of very generil
interest—I am, &e.,

H. W. EARP.

(TO THE BDITOR.)

Sir,—Can you or any of your readers in-
form me whetlier concreta honey ripening
tanks are a success? T shonld he

ateful for any Laloshiation. on the nil
ject, especially regarding ingredients v,
and whether there is any danger of (he
honey absorbing moisture from the (o
crete. Sand and fino gravel are obtainblo
free for the carting in this district, <o
that I consider comerete would he cheapir
than wood and tin, besides having the ol
vantago of being practieally everlasting -

am, &e.,

A W, WESTNEY

Mangere, Aucklund, Juno 11,

. .

(TO THE BDITOR)
BEE SUPPLIES,

Sir--Recently [ received  some  new
wood and wire excluders which T bad ore
dered, and was surprised to find that the
wire purnun had o dwindled in size that
there are now only 18 spaces betwoen the
wires (0 x 2%%) instond of havjng 42 us
formerly. Tho articlo is abaut 75 per cent
solid wood, and seoms to me must |
tably prove unsatisfactory, Would it ol
be much botter for the makers to continie
supplying a thoroughly praved articlo, oven

an incrensed cost, rather than an in
forior ono, which seems to have bee
facturad to soll at a standard pri
oxeludors cost 3/- oach, hut [ understanl
thero hus sinco boen an advance of 23 per
oont,, mnking the prosent prico /9.

I was vprised that the presest
price of brood foundation is now as high
ax 8/11 por Ib. This was the prico | bad
to pay. The price now given by the makers
for best wax is 1/0 per Ib, (mine was suld
to thew some time ago ab 1/8), and [
think tho difference is too great. Accord-
ing to this the producer gets 1/0, und
the mnm-mmm for waking, handliog
and proft 2 d when it is cousidered
that the L««nupm can have his
made up at Sib per Iy, plus care

alxo

ways (say, 6. per Ib.), it cortainly makes
2.: above pries appear exeessive~1 wm,
e,

INQUIRER.

. . . P

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir—I bave just received the February
number of the Journal, and find it very
intevesting to read of the doings of NZ.
beekeepers 1 know. Prices seem to ba

right pow, and should compensate amyone
Hiaviog 8 erop below normal. Reg. Penny
wrote saying that his district bad not heen
quite up to expectations, but the season
bad not definitely closed. T have priced
honey in the shops over here—2/6 to 2/11
per ib. for Californian, but have not scen
any of the H.PA. brand. We have honey
on the table here, and there must be
good Iot of it, as there aze 2,000 odd
men in the eamp. T found out it came
from Dunedin, but the QM. sail that
the tins were not branded. It may have
heen gift staff.

We bad a very good trip across. A
namber of us have been down with
measles, which loft some with beart and
Iung weaknesses. I expeet to be in train-
ing again in about a month, and bave no
doubt we will all be needed, as things
are not going too well in France.

rusting you are (doing well
end, und getting crops as big as the
Kind rogards.—I am, &o.,

at your

prices.

ALLAN R. BATES,
39233/N.

Homnchureh, Essex, April 17.

(TO THE EDITOR)

Sir—I am enclosing & uhgmg from the
“‘London Times,"' M: which I
Hnd send to me while 1n ke ring llas,
Knawing bow (be fudustry has developed

b New Zealand the last few years,
BAIIY STl pavat shimelen Ta i
market here is almost bare, and all the
houey that is exported from New Zealand
will find u ready market, and commund
prices which will ensure for that industry
great advancement.

The war bas had a great effect on the
consumption of honey for wmany reasons.
One iv the great dearth of sugar, which
commodity is now replaced to & certain
degreo by houey for making all kinds of
confectione lollies, &c. Again, the
bachelor-like lifo led by all wldmrn makes
the tinned luxury very weleom

T read the enolosed oxtract in the firing
ling, where much honey is consumed, but

of late it has been very scarce. Tho last
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somo hero

time 1 bonght o
which is equal to “aboi

for a 1 Ib. tin,
2/- per Ih.

When T stopped at Capetown on my woy
over 1o and T paid 2/3 for o 11b.
jar—1 om, &e.,

TEngla

P. B. HOLMES.
7th April, 1918,

France,

DEARER BEES AND HONEY.—IINTS
ON TBEDING,

A correspondent writes:—The case
in prices has affected beekepers, and colo
nics of bees, swarms, and honey cost far
moro than beforo the war, when a strong
colony of bees could commonly be bought

3 and a swarm for about
- a pound. A strong colony now casily
fetches £5, and later will probably be
worth £6 or £7; while swarms, so far as
can be judged, will fetch from 7/- to 8/-
a pound this season. FHomey ocsts two
or three fimes as much as before the war.
Very little English Loney can now be ob.
tained, but a ready market is found for
extracted honey at 2/6 per pound 1
for comb honey at 3/- per pound

Beekeepers' Exchange.

ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be
inserted at the rate of 2/- per 36 words
r Insertion.

We shall bo pleased to hear from Bee-
keepers who have BEESWAX TO DIS-
POSE OF (large or small lots). State
quantity and price.

BARREIT & BRAY,
Barrys Bay.

WANTED,

BEL any quantity.
Have you any to sellf If 8o, write for
prices to
A. V., DAVIS,
Belmont Avenue,
Mt. Albert,
Auckland,
4 Limited Number of

BENTON <Am INGS & COMB HONEY
REDUCERS, at £7 17 64,

Sutisfacti
refunded.

1 guaranteed or your moncy
Apply

Y. H. BENTON,

BEDKBEPERS’ JOURNAL.
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WANTED, 1ONEY EXTRACTOR for
Small Plant. Price and portieulars to
7. R. R,
BOX 18, Clydo,
Central Obago,
WANTED, CADET for Commercial
Apiary; must he encrgetie and Tespectable,
A. 1L DAVIES,
Clandelands, Wailkato.
YOUR WAX WORKED INTO FOUN-
DATION (Medium Brood only), at 8d.
por b,
The Wax is Double Refined, and guar-

anteed free from Toul-brood.
No orders taken after the
ember.

15th Sep-

T. CHAVE,

Kelly’s Road, St. Albans,
Christehurch.

Who should be a Beekeeper?

It is an occupation for old or young,
rich or poor. for the professional
man or wol tired and worn with

offico work, and it is for the vigorous

an in his prime who secks profi and
plossuro alike from 1ts pusiuit, Any per-
son, with fair health and strength,
atusions; and imboed Wil some pationce
and somo love of nature, may very reason-
ably hope to become successful as u bee-
keeper.  The more one studies and the
more_one observes and s able to apply
his observations practically, the more sue-
cessful beekeepor ho will be. He should

be, too, a_reader of bee lore and natural
higtory. The groater and the wider the
beekeeper’s intelligence, the grenter his
success will bo. The very few persons
who may despair of beeoming good bee-
Jreepers are sueh as have unusually ner-
vous tomperaments, littlo patience, nnd
little or no love for the outdoors and
natural history; and the still fower who

are seriously affected by the poison of beo-
stings and stand in constant droad of thom,
The normal porson, with a littlo caro, can
avoid stings almost entirely, and neod have
o cnuse o drond them,

Phere is another fmportant ossential to
winning snccoss in beckooping, It is tho
trait of applying knowledge promptly, and
doing th Fght thing nt tha right Hmo.

“The beginner, whilo ho hus considerable
to do to suceood, yot if ho bo willing to
try oarnceily, ho iy cortaiuly oxpeel o
acquiro mastory of 4 profossion that will
yield not only honoy and monoy, but o
world of now intorost, full of pledsure and
wonder, and which will prove o grent aid

Newstead, Featherston.

to health,
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Our hmu\?u\nu‘w—\’\lyugr?“yi i
4|uv lx th lr\umuhnm o'er ot 1

£ A. mele Glenroy.

W. A, HAWKE, Whiteciiffa.

S. T SMITH, Woodbury.
N. GIDLEY, Christehurch.

Killed io action

um.s IRVING, Albury

il FAMILTON, Fitrick.
RIE, Moungatoa
A8, MATSHALL

Maungatua

¥ SILLIFANT, Ci A. BEVAN, Watban Downs,

1 g : D. CRAWFORD, Walkolkol, Killed n sction.
7. H. PPARSON, Chndelunds, charged : re-volunteere:

R B, HARRIS, Te Kowhal. Wounded S. G. HERBERT, Ruawat.

R S, HULCHINSON, Humiiton W. LU R ATte.

3. P. TRBLAND, Te Kowhal MORGAN, Danserirke

G R WILLIS Pukelole M. SQUIRE

A. DCKROYD, St Albans, Christehurch e A Kitled In setion.
A, CURTIS, Porowhitn A It DATE

W. G. DONALD, Brookside & . QUAE

B. N. HONORI, Otukebo 0. HAKRISO

E. JEFFERY, Opotikl. Died (o Beypt. H. W. MeCALL Wallacetown. Killed {n action.
1. B, ARMSTRONG, Opotlki. | 65 1. SHAW, Domerr.

@. ROGERS, Opotil |D. LLOCH, Havelock North.

C. BICKNDLL, Greylnnn Killed in nctloo. |1 CLARK, Westmere: lovallded: seversly
P. OTOW. eatberaton. [Kllled lu actlos | wommde

6. NAPILR Alfredton M. I DOBEING. Morrinsville.

N. C. NATIER. Alfredton. iL I PENNY. Okafawa.

W. 3. JORDAN, Nearuawalin . L. GRANT. Rockville

National Beckeeper's Association—Annual Conference.

JUNE,

1918
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Honey for EXport

We are Buyers of
Honey Packed for Export
at Highest Prices.

‘EX GRADING STORE’, AUCKLAND
e T e

CREDIT NOTE and CHEQUE WITHIN 48 HOURS of fhe
Grading of the Honey.

Prices being paid being equal to full value of best
honey in the United Kingdom less shipping expenses.

ALL CONSIGNMENTS TAKEN DELIVERY OF BY
US ON ARRIVAL AT AUCKLAND.

Ll e e

Telegraphic Address—+ ASPASIA,” AUCKLAND.

A. S. PATERSON & Co., Ltd.

No. 1 Gustom St. West, Auckland.

Owing to the impossibility of shipping any HONEY from New
Zealand at the present time, it has been necessary for us to suspend
our buying operations meantime. Owing to the absence of shipping
facilities we cannot export, and consequently cannot buy for export,
but as soon as it is possible to obtain shipment, we shall be Buyers

on the above terms.
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New Zealand Go-operative
Honey Produsers” Assoc,

LD,
A CO-OPERATIVE CONPANY FORMED FOR
THE PURPOSE OF MARKETING HONEY
AT HOME AiD ABROAD.

As a direct result of our organisation honey has
increased in value four times during the last four
years, the latest returns being 1/4,1/3,and 1/1} per lb.
nett in New Zealand.

The Australian Beekecpers are getting little or no
advance on pre-war priccs owing to their lack of
organisation.

The best news we have, however, is that the net
price to supplier shareholders is absolutely guaranteed
for three years after the War at £60 per ton nett f.o.b.
as against the guarantee ol £37 per ton pre-war prices.

The immediate return [rom private firms will be
much higher than our first advance. Our fnal pay-
ments, however, will be higher than that from other
sources. Our payments to 1917 suppliers was 2d.
higher than the best price paid by private firms.

Remember we have a splendid selling organisation
in Great Britain which returns not only the very
highest price now obtainable on the market but will
handle and guarantee a permanent export market
without which the industry cannot progress.

All the profits on the honey we handle s distri-
buted amongst the suppliers as is done in the case of
Dairy Companies.

SHARE -APPLICATION FORMS from

N.Z. Go-operative Honey Producers’ Asscn. Ltd.

H. W. Gilling, Chairman of Directors,
BOX 104, HAWERA.
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A stock has arrived.

PAPER

HONEY POTS

There is no better package for- Honey than

Paper Pots.

2 1b Pots = 29/= per 100.
1 Ib Pots = 25 %0t

Post free to any part of the Dominion.

We are Cash Buyers
CLEAN BEESWAX

Early Application necessary.

We Offer Highest Price in the Uomlmon.

The enormous prices now being obtained for
Honey and the guarantee of £6o per ton for
three years after the War is over makes bee=
keeping one of the most profitable of agri-
cultural pursuits.

You cannot do better than increase your pro-
duction to the utmost limit of your capacity to
handle the bees.

Do not wait till you want to use your hives and
supplies before you order them. Remember that
shipping space is difticult to obtain, and if you
wait till September or later supplies may not
arrive on time. You cannot afford to Jet your
bees wait a day on delayed shipments. Decide
now to increase your apiary and order your
requirements without delay.

NEW SEASON’S CATALOGUE, AUQIJS1‘ ist.

ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD.

P.0. BOX 572 a - DUNEDIN

Printed and Published by Stone, Son & Co., Ltd., Dunadin, for the N.Z,
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