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EDITORIAL. occur every season in every district in

" both Islands? Is there an emphatic de-

The question of apiary boundaries is still
a bnrning one, and we do not think a work-
able scheme for the prevention of a bee-

keeper coming into another man’s territory
as yet beenbrought forward, We have

admitted thnt it was beyond us

to attemptto frame a workable proposition | *to submit to the Dopartment—that is, pro
vided it was decided to do so, If it is

decided that such a step should be taken,
we should expect the Department to ask
how far the alleged injustice existed, be.

cause it mnst be something that affects

the wholo leugth and breadth of tho land
if you are going to seeuro legislation to

provont this sort of thing. Now, we are

not inferring that a very great injustice
has not been done recently in the Thames

and ‘Te Aroha districts, where 700 hives
have been put down in different spots. some

being within half a mile of existing
apiaries, But the point we want to come

to is this; What grounds have we for ask

ing for legislation to prevent this happen-
ing? Is it a general practice? Does it

mand from all parts to havi

stopped? We are bound to say.

ean safely say that amongst tho whole of

thepractice
No. We

our readers there are not ten who have

complained, and even if we made it five

times that number wo feel that it would

Ba
useless to ask the Department to take

steps in the matter, t

a r there are something like 4

registered beekeepers, and you are asking
for a measure that will aifect

ou the grounds that a few men

to inconvenience and loss by
croaching on what they consider

torritory.

are put
others en-

their

What is a man’s territory fur

as the bees fly,’ says one, How ae

a bee fly, then? Who says? Dr, Miller

says on another question, ‘Have we any-
thing more than guessing?’’ which will

apply here very well, Tt is taken as a

general rule that if there is plenty of

honey within a radius of three miles from

the apiary, the bees do not go very much
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have been

The

t we have read is thirteen miles;

beyond it; but if not, they
known to go extraordinary distances

farthes
so where does your territory end?

any of those who are asking for legislation
to put themselves in the place of a member

of Parliament who would bring in the
measuro and have to answer questions of

about seventy men who are more troubled

with blowflies than bees. Would he have

anything really solid to go on? the

beekeepers theinselves in conference cannot

e ask

come to anything definite, how much less

an 1 ‘The

as anminer’s

example of protection, but there is this

difference: the miner is on two legs (pre-

sumably), and his plot is marked by pegs,
ch if it does not yield the ‘‘necessary,

ho throws it up. But the bev is on wings,

and if his recognised territory does not

yield, he goes on until he comes to some

that does, whether it is on somebody else’s

or not does not bother him. Our opinion

case sufficiently strong for public opinion
to seo there is necessity for legislation on

this matter.

These remarks are not intended to eon-

vey the slightest recognition of encroach-

ing on existing apiaries being at all fair.

We have previously stated onr feelings on

the matter, and, although anxious to do all

we possibly can to stop this sort of thing,
we feel that if the beekeepers themselves

will not recognise the moral law, there is
very little else that can be done.

* . * *

We referred last month to tbe shortage
which exists in the North Island of white

pine for making bee supplies. Apparently
there is no shortage in the south, as the
Alliance Box Company write us that they
have larger stocks than usual, and can

execute all orders in rotation; but prices
are considerably higher owing to the in-
creased charges for milling and freight.
This firm also has three shipments of np
plianees from America, and im many cases
the freight is nearly double the cost of the
articles, so all supplies will be very ex

pensive this season. Another item of in-
terest is that £25 worth of queens were

ordered from Root’s, whieh were brought
over in the cabin of a friend, the boat
being met Wellington, the queenshanded to another friend on’ the Lyttelton
boat, and met there, In spite of all these
precautions and the queens never seeing
the inside of a mail-bag, they all were dead
when handed over at Lyttelton. Hard luck!

We Jearn that the gentleman who was
‘“ppointed to fill Mr. P. A. Jacobson’ place

en transferred to the South Toland
to work the Otago and Southland districts,80 we have got an extra inspeetor, ‘* 'Tis

an ill wind,” &e, ge,
,

;
7 < ‘

Our printers are usually ver‘ very correct, and
print exactly as wo write, but last month

re were Lwo errors, Rilitorial remarks,Page 129, second paragraph, ‘*ugrieultural’?

(Oct. 1, 191
=

profession should read ‘‘apieultural.’? Day,
M3, second paragraph, delete last three

words. a‘
Tf any of our readers have a Decemboy

1915, Journal they do not particularly
want, we will give n year’s free subserip,
tion for it. First come, first served. Coping
of October, 1914, and July, 1915, will ie

given in return for August, 1917, by My,
D. Collie, Taturau, Matanra.

We must ask our friends who receive

a pink slip in their Journals to send tho

renewal subseription early in the month, ay

we are having only tho bare numboy

rinted, and if the ‘sub. is not received

before the 20th of the month there i 4

great possibility of having to miss that

issue altogether. The Journal costs too

much nowadays to have any quantity above

actual requirements printed.

Our Roll of Honour is again added to

this month, in the faet that we have to

record ‘Diedof wounds’? againstthe name

of R. N. Gidley, of Christehureh. We aro

very sorry indeed that our bright young
friend’s life has been saerifieed: he was

a good fellow and keen beckeeper. Our

sympathy goes to his bereaved relatives

Just as we are going to press we learn

that Mr, G, V. Westbrooke, apiarry instrne-

tor for the Auckland Provineo, has ten-

dered his resignation, he having heen

offered a more remutierative position as

manager of a commercial apiary syndicate.
We are very sorry indeed to lose Mr. West-
brooko's services: he is a capable, prac-
tical beekeeper, an enthusiastic officer, and
a good fellow to boot. Wo wish him every
suceess in his new position.

How does this read?—‘‘Just a line to

inform you that a largely attended meeting
was held on Saturday last, 14th inst., when

hotween seventy and cighty persons en-

rolled as members of a Club for instruction

eekeeping. Since thon T have had en-

quiries which go to show that there will
he lose on one hundred members. I think

you should come np somo Saturday and
address them on behalf of the National
and Journal, Lam taking them cach Satut-

day afternoon, and giving nddresses and
demonstrations on seasonal work.—G.

Westbrooke,’?
Q2

Here again is evidence that a schomo of

education and ingtruetion has only to be

put forward, and the people are just w

ing for it. We hope the Waikato Branch
will keep their eyes open on this, as Mr.
Westbrooke will have to give up tho elass
when he takes up his new position, and
somebody will have to continue them, and
it should be taken up by the National.
The Waikato Branch has ‘some very govt
men, who could earry on this work splen-
didly.

* “ *

your letter has not appeared, it isI

want ‘of spnee,
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Honey Market—We have received the

following information from the TLP.A. fo

publication: —The advance against store

warrants on last season’s honey will be in

ereased by 214d. per Ib. on Light Amber,
A and B; 24d. on B grade; and

© grade.
that the clause ‘‘without recourse'' ope
rates; but if the advance by the B. and D.

is with recourse, the top price will b

redneed Yd,

BFEKEEPERS’

d. on
This is on tho

‘understanding

.,
and the others in proportion.

JOURNAL. WT

r The State Apiaryand the
Sale of Untested Queens.

By FRED C. BAINES.

e| In the Septembs
mer Mr. L Hop!

issue of the N.Z. Par-
3 deals at great length

No honey has yet been shipped. Head] with this matter, and is apparently very

office is to be moved to Anckland, and a|imuch concerned thatthe Department should

depot opened there as soon as suitable

premises can he secured. A permanen

plant for packing is to be designed ani

installed without delay. A depot is to bi

‘opened in Dunedin, making pat honey the

principal package for the south. Experi
ments aro to bo conducted with pats in the

Two grades or qualities of honeyNorth,

are to be packed, the H.P.A., of course,

the standard. The standard isto bo fixed,
and a number of specially prepared tes!

tubes are to be made, and every vatful is

to bo brought either up or down to the

t is pro-
nd get a

striking one, with a better design with less

standard, as may be necessar

posed to alter our present t

expensive colourings. ym

for 1917 honey will be distributed at once,

and B grade
the others in pro-

bringing the price for

Light Amber to 8�d.;
portion.

An Apology
to Mr. F. A. Jacobsen.

Sir,
T have received a letter from your soli-

citors bearing upon certain remarks made

by me in tho September issue of the N.Z.

Beekeepers’ Journal.
The remarks complained of

3

are that J

t

ad

8

have decided to sell these untested queens,
as he says, inter alia:—T

say the Department, by introducing com-

mercialism and gambling into the supply-
ing of queens ke.

-| Is the selling of queen bees a different
sort of commerce! to selling cows,

pigs, poultry, y

the Department,
friend Hopkins? T do not think so; and
as regards the vambling part of the busi-

ess, T am inclined to think you bave

a bit out in the choice of your word.

I send for a commercial commodity that is

advertised—be it a queen bee or

saythingelse—and get in return for the eash

the thing I ordered, there cannot be a

other element than a purely business tr:

action.

t:

Mr. Hopkins states that he enquired the

reason why these queens were again ad-

vertised, and was told that it was the

demand for early queens;
and after en-

larging on this he says: he excuse put
forward which has apparently influenced
the Department in departing from its proper
eourse is sheer nonsense, onl inexensable,?
and finishes up his article by stating:—
“(hen the ¥ ga State Queen-tearing
Apiary was dismantied, I had 80 tested

queens ready for those’ who wented such

early queens, so what becomes of the

absurd plea of ‘early queens’ as an excuse

for sending ont what the Government will
not and cannot guarantee as being the best

stated you wrote a certain letter afterJit can raise? A pure piece of bungling
you had secured your C-2 Certificate, Your| fran beginning to end.’

solicitors state the true fact is that this} Friend Hopkins, I like that sort of
was written previously to any alteration| writing: you have something to say.
in your status for military service; there-| you rather given to

fore I very willingly apologise for having] Sort of But Tsay, old
mis-stated the case. are you ly

serious about those
Re your application for serviee in the|queens? The registered lists of beekeepers

Mying Corps—Your solicitors state that

you are still trying to secure admiss
this Corps, whieh your physical disability
would not prevent; therefore I tender you
my apology for making light of your state

ment to me.

Ro your transfer from Class
6-2.—Your solicitors state this was due

to the fact that at the first examination
an injury to one of your feet was over-

looked, which on the second examination

was discovered, and held by the doctors

to render you totally unfit for general
military service,

Therefore, my remarks about you evading
military servieo are not true, and T apolo-
giso for having made them.

Yours faithfully,
FRED 0. BAINES,

Editor,

-1 to Class

show something over 4,000 beekeepers and

50,000 hives, and vou say to them:—‘‘ Tt is

Il right, my friends; t can supply you
with éarly queens, have got—sol"?
You are pulling (I mean agitating) our

limb.
Our old friend was quite satisiled last

year that the Department was selling only
tested queens; but what is a tested queen,

anyway? Did you read what Dr. C. C.

Miller had to say on this matter in Glea

ings, July, 1918? Tt is most appropriate

Unchecked by life's expertence.vold 0

av
eltss

We 1 Wisdom, too, be sure,

Of taking Woods Great PeppermintCure,
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to this article, and as it is from one of thei
most experienced men in the world,

ehould be of use to us here.

J. FP. Crane—I'm quite in sympathy
with you and Editor Root as to the matte

of breeders and tested queens, page 234

You say, ‘‘A queen enn bardly be

tested in much less than a year."’
that a very moderate statement? The
average queen that is sold as tested is

porn hardly later than August. In that
same year you can tell practically nothing
about what her bees will do at storing, and

must wait till the elose of the season the

following year, and at that time she will

geverally be a yenr old or more, But,I
think it safe to say that 9 out of 10—I’m

inclined to say 99 out of every 100—queens
sol as tested are less than two months

old when sold. And that’s all right ae-

cording to tho agreed definition of a tested

queen, which is, ‘‘A queen whose progeny
show she has mated with a drone of hor

own race.’’ According to that a tested

qneen needbe only 21 days older than an

untested one. But you and I would want

a good deal more than that to satisfy us

with regard to a queen fully tested. Yet

there may be said to be something quite
definite in the word ‘‘tested,’’ as generally

fully
Isn't

used. But when we come to the term

“select,’’ we're on uneertain ground.
What is a ‘‘select tested queen,’’ anyway?
Suppose a man has 100 queens that have

egun to lay, and the markings of their

worker progeny show that each has met

a drone of her own race. How many of

them may be called select, and why? If

the best looking one of the lot is chosen

as select, the conscience of the seller would

no doubt be easy. And it would be about

as satisfactory if the best of the remaining
99 should be chosen, And would he keep
on selecting the best one of the Jot on hand

until only one was left, thus making 99

out of the hundred, or at what point
would he stop and say I have no more

selects? The problem is too much for me.

With due deference, Dr. Miller, 1 agree.
So, friend Hopkins, according itothis great
authority, there is a greater danger of the

Department losing its good name by selling
tested queens than untested, because the
one gocs out with a certain ‘antec, and
the other does not; and the fact that your
tested queen was mated with a drone of her

© that you have any
yond that, in spite of you paying

for her. Aceording to’ Dr

moderate Jength
°

and yet
you were satisfied last year that test
queens under two months old should be
sent ont; so where is the
in selling untested

guarantee?
My own opinion is that allesting should

be done in one’s own apiary, and my practice hus been to buy untested queens from

tine to time to. introdu w blood, and

PYobservation om the necessary qualitiesor a breeder selected my tested queen,

terrible bungling
queens without nay

pprs’ JOURNAL. [Oct. 1, 191,

Therefore, I cannot see where the Depart
ment is doing wrong in selling these carly

and I fecl it is giving help tyene vital lime hy sothe beekeepers at a very

ving.

toiMBnyagree with you, friend. Hopking
if yon will add the words ‘as breeders’?
to your strtement that the Stato Apinry
‘should only send out queens as enn be
guaranteed to be purely mated, healthy,
Gnd of a superior strain,’? and this need
in nowise affect the question of selling
untested queens.

2

But you will readily coneede that in the
selection of these breeders you are going

o have a great number of queens that do

not strictly ‘fill. the Dill,’ albeit they
are very good queens, You must provide
an outlet for the disposal of these, although
they cannot come under the heading of

breeders; but hero again you are jeopardis-

ing the good ‘name of the Department. In

fact, you must kill every queen that ean-

not be shown to be ‘purely mated, henlthy,
and of a superior strain" if ‘your conten:

tion is carrie

Dr. Miller
od

very uptly shows the position
of the ‘‘seleet’’ tested ‘business; it has

always been a puzzle to me how the
“ selected’? part was carried out. So 1 will
finish this artiele with another statement of
the doctor’s as it bears upon queens:
“That queens lay more eggs during the

first year than in’ any other’? is spoken of

as ‘¢n well-established faet,’? page 336. I

wonder, now, I wonder! Some have thought
they laid more the second year, Have we

anything more than guessing, either way?
There is a good deal of guesswork about

the whole business of queens; even your
guaranteed queens sometimes throw a very
decided eross. Who has not had a very
dark queen hateh ont of a bateh of light-
coloured Italians, proving that the mother
was not all we thought her?

After tho above was written we reecived
the following from Mr, Hopkins:—
GOVERNMENT SUPPLYING UNTESTED

QUEENS.
(TO THE BDITOR.,)

Sir—When you and T personally dis-
eussed this matter a short time ago and
found our views were entirely different, We

agreed to debate the question through the

Journal, and leayo your readers to judge
the right from the wrong, In the first

place, J emphatically maintain that the

Department, in raising breeding stock of

any kind for distribntion, should have for
its first object the penoral improvement ©

the strains already under enitivation, and

any departure from this rule is entirely
wrong and harmful, No argument aboub
this, that, or the other should have the

slightost weight against distributing from
the Government farms the very best stock
for breeding purposes the officers ean raise
Tho commercial sido of the question must
be considered so far that the furma shoul

rive full value for tho stoek, snch as

would bo due to a private breeder for the
He,si he foregoing being my irrevocable

opinion, upon which T base iho whole
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my argument against the Department sup-
plying queens that cannot bo guaranteed
cithor for purity of mating or for their
value in any respect, 1 cannot but condemn

tho action of thoso who advised such a

course.

In this connection it is permissible to

thestato that in my annual report to

Department, in 1908 the followingoveur

““Waerenga Queen-rearing Apiary.—In the

course of my rounds among the bees T have

been struck with the want of anything
lile uniformity among the queens with

regard to such qualities as are desirable

for the breeding of first-clnss honey
gatherers, T feel convinced that thon

majority of the bees of the Dominion have

deteriorated owing to the want of good
breeding stock. It is with the view of

correcting this that T have started the

apiary, from which T hope to send ont

queens of a mueh higher standard than

those in use at present. Tho better the

queens the better the bees, and it follows

asa matter of course the larger crops of

honey.’’ In the price-lists of bees and

queens issued from the apiary, it stated in

baldlotters:—''Nountested queens be

tT“will now endeavour to reply to your

argument in favour of supplying untested

queens, which when reduced to bedrock is

the supplying of early queens, and this T

understand in conversation with one of the

inspectors is the point taken up by the

Department, T would ask, in the first

place, is the demand for carly queens 40

great that it should influence the Depart
ment, to depart from its proper course? Tn

any ease, it seems that neither you nor

the Department could) have given the

mattar sufficient thought before making
queens your plea. Did you not know

tested queens can be obtained much
carlior than untested ones? Look at Mr.
R. Stewart's 1918-19 price-list, and lyou
will seo that he supplies ‘tested’? queens
from Ist October, and ‘untested’? not till

about 20th November—seven weeks later.

When the Waerenga State Queen-rearing
Apiury was dismantled, I had 80 testel

queens ready for thosewho wanted such

early queens; so bocomesof the ab-

surd plea of ‘earlyqueens’? as an exeuse

for sending out queens the Government will

not and cannot guarantee as being the best
it can raise?

Again, if untested queens are so urgently
needed, have we not reliable queen
Dreeders in the persons of Mr, R. Stewart,
Mess’s, Hobley and Son, and Miss M. Shep-
herd, who supply them, without the Govern-

mont entering into what Is undoubtedly a

gambling speculation, T do not blame pri
vato breeders for supplying them it they
are wantod, but for the Department to do
so is to Inmiliate itsele in the estimation

of all intelligent beekeepers, In this con-

noction, T may quote the opinion of one

of our leading beekeepers, who wrote me

after reading my article on the subject
published in this month's “«N.Z,Farmer,’

He say ‘What you say is quite correct

in (ha articla re the improvement of the

bees of the country; but the Department
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does not appear to look nt the question
in the same light. [ think had the Depart-ment carried ‘ont what is the desire of
nearly every beckeeper of any standing
and appointed a Chief Apiarist instead of

going into the business of supplying un-

tested queens, it would have shown some

renl desire to assist the beekeeping in-
dustry.’’ With this I fully agree.

You speak of extra work for the person
in charge and extra nuclei required for

raising fully tested queens over what is

necessary to raise untested ones, Again I
think you have unhappily chosen your
points for argument. I gather from your
remarks generally that you anticipate ao

large trade will be donein untested queens,

Jarger than in tested ones, Would not this,
if it occurred, entail the most work for the

same income? And do you not require the

same number of nucleus hives for the same

number of untested as for tested queens?
Do not speak of the old-fashioned baby
nuclei, please, as these are rapidly going
out of date in first-class queen-rearing
apiaries. An ordinary three-frame nuclev

a
smaller ones, or an ordinary hive body ean

be partitioned into at least three nuelei.

Now, after the first reared batch of

queens are tested, there would be no further

waiting, as there would be others coming
on in succession every day if needed; and
it would be a jolly good job for the apiary
if the business was such that very many
hundreds of nuclei were required—the
greater number the larger the income.

| Rather sanguine, I suspeet.

“Tf mismated queens are

what is to be done with

;them?’” seems

j

tome (without disrespect)
an oddity. Why, let the Department make

away with them, to be sure, not distribute
them. If over you lanneh ont into com-

mercial queen-breeding and you are con-

scientious in your dealings—which I am

sure you would be (ue fsattery)—you
would learn that eulling of queens is one

of the most important matters that must be

strictly observed. No merey goes thead of every queen that is not up to the

mark, How can the Department know

prtiagit is sending out without testing?
I do not blame private quecn-breeders fol-

lowing the custom of supplying untested

queens, but I maintain it is derogatory for

the Department to indulge in a gambling
speculation, for it is nothing else, to sell

queens at about half-price on the chance

of their being purely mated or of any
value ab all, and on such a flimsy pretext.
Tt will be the fanlt of the Department in

locating the Queen-rearing Apiary if the
number of mis-mated queens is not very
small, Mr. Stewart guarantees 95 per cent.

of his queens to be purely mated. I would

expect a very large percentage of queens
reared at Ruakura to be mis-mated; what

the distriet around the Tauranga Apiary
is like in this respeet I do not know,

As Tecannot see any relationship between

your illustration aboot killing ealves and

tulling queens, T will leave that question
alone,
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Lustly, the testing for purity of mating

should ‘not on any account be tho only

test the queens are subjected to before

being distributed by the Department. Their

laying qualities at Ieast should be testod,

which wonld show their physieal fituess as

breeders; in fact, every preeaution shoul

bo taken that none but those queens tho

Department can guarantee in every respect
as worthy of cultivation should leave the

apiary. commercialism should enter
business; but fair remuneration

and trouble must be expected.
apologise for length of letter, but

it was impossible to put the whole matter

plainly before your readers in smaller

—Tam, &e.,

[, HOPKINS

The GradingSchedule.
Mr. I Hopkins, in his notes and com-

ments in the ‘‘N.Z. Parmer’? on the recent

COLOUR IN GRADING HONEY.

I cennot understand how Mr. James

Allan, or anyone else, ean object {o colour

being one of the items in the official grad-
ing schedule for the classification of

honey, when such honey is intended for a

market where colour connts for so much,

Having proved that grading on the lines

laid down in our schedule bas been of

immense benefit to our industry, what ad-

vantage would there be in altering it?
The honey would be just the same;

i

there were any cause for dissatisfaction

we would soon hear about it from the
other end of the transactions, Undoubt-

edly, other things being equal, light amber
eoloured honey fetches the highest price
the world over, and if one is not fortu-
nate enough to raise that class of honey,
the grading schedule is not at fault,

Our grading being in the interests of
our oversea trade, and that trade being

2
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bears out my contention

ort time ago that if any alteration iy

Sur own schedule were made, it should ho

fe yeduee the number of points allowe,|
for flavour and adi them to colour,

Tavould judge from thn above thot 2

Hopkins misunderstands my position, 1

ontirely agree that the classification should

he done by colour, I think everybody
docs, Whal T object to is that, having clas.

Sificd tho honey by colour, we should again

zivo colour a place on the schedule. T do

hot think that once honey is classified by

colours that it serves any useful

to tule colour into further ne

And [do think that so long as

get satisfactory grading, the moro

favour, and

standan

purpe
count.

we ean

simple we make our grade schedule the

hotter. Were I in Mr. Broughton-Carr’s
place judging honey without any classifi.
cation, T should certainly give colour as

romineut a place as he does; and T feel

just as sure that were Mr. Broughton-Carr
in our place that, having classified by
colour, he would have no further use for

T have neither time nor inclination to

go further into this subject just now, but

have by me an article contributed to

the “Otago Witness’ just t

cao, which T enclose along with this to

Editor Baines to deal with as he and the

spree at his disposal makes him think

best. If he publishes it, I hope my
clumsy humour will not hurt anybody's,
feelings. As for the schedule—well, T

was out to hit it.
JAMES ALLAN.

THE GRADING OF HONEY YOR

EXPORT.

[Otago Witness, Aug. 8, 1917.]

‘The writer has just received a grading

export, produced at Oakleigh Apiary.
was mid-season honey, the best of last sea-
son's crop; and yet, by the narrow margin
of 1 point, if just missed going into ©confined solely with Britain, we would be

doing wrong if, in classifying our honey
intended for that market, we did not put
in the leading class that’in most demand
and bringing the highest price. ‘Turn
the advertising columns of any issue o

the ‘British Bee Journal,’? where honey
is required or to be gold, it is always
‘ight’ coloured honey ’ that

tioned—light amber. “The late ,

Broughton-Carr, who was the leading
British beekeeper, and editor of the ‘Bee

keepers’ Record,” in fixing a schedule of

points for judging at shows, gave flavour,
8 points; colour, 6; consistency, or specific
gravity, 6; uniformity, 3; condition, 3;
aroma, 2; and get-up, 2, ‘which was adoptedThe total number of points here indicated
are 30; converted into the 100 seale of our
schedule (leaving out fractions), it would

read r 25;

colour, 19; con

sistency, 19; uniformity, 10; condition, 10;
aroma, 7; get-up, 7. Here we have colonr|
holding a very prominent position in tho
scale of points, not far below that of

Grade, A Grade is special, B Grade is

prime, and © Grade is good, whilst D

Grade is fit only for manufacturing pur-
poses. Our prime Oakleigh has got pain:
fully near the bottom, I can, however,
leave Oakleigh to look after its own repu-
{ation, and T have no wish to criticise the
work of the grader. But T do feel that 1

must have a shot at something, s

to turn attention to our grading system,
At present we grade honey on the follow-
ing schedule of points:—

Flavour
+ 40

Colour
i oe

10
Condition, . 16

Grain Ge ve 12

‘onnik aie, tH 8
Wreodom from seum . o 10

Packing and finish .. 5

100
94 to 100 points is A, or special grade,
88 to 93 points ia B, or primo grado.
80 to 87% points is O, or good grade.
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‘As is well known, honey has a great
variety in colour, Tt can be had almost

any shade from water-white to as dark as

treacle. Bach honey plant gives a nectar

having its own peculiarities as to flavour
auil colour, and when the bees are working
on severalplants at a time, as is nearly
always the case, the variety in shade is

Poreat.It has, therefore, béen foul

necossary to class’ the honey into four

different classes commencing to

grade it at all. saes are called

white, light amber, amber, and dark, Tho

first work, then, of a grader is to find

the class’ to which the honey to be

graded is to be put. Then he proceeds
grade it in aceordanee with

schedule given above. As an instance, the

Oakleigh honey was classed light amber,
and then it was graded as under: Flavour,a condition, 134; grain,

freedom from scum, 8!
3; and total of 88%

ai
packingand’ finish,

points, or just 1 point above C Grade. If

Tho Dunedinproduce agents would just
take note of the disrepute into whieh

the honey has fallen, and not bother me

for more supplies when I have none until

noxt season, it would be all right. Now

to work. The first thing that strikes one

in connection with this sehedule is the

amazing number of

qoalities
that honey

has, and somo that it has not got. ‘There

is flavour, colour (I suppose other than

NA. BEEKMEPERS

e|one another,

1
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have eliminated colour only, and

grouped flavour and aroma and cendition
grain, When the honey is classed

according to eolour, the advantag? of hav

ing colour on the schedule is so sinall that
it will be better to simplify by putting it

out altogether. With regard to aroma, L
think we can very well group this along
with flavour, and probably the result will

be that it neither gets nor reynires any
consideration. ‘Then, as to condition, this

is the one quality which comes in ‘some

measure ander the beekeeper’s control,
and in controlling the condition he, to

some little extent, affects the grain, so

that here again the two qualities ft in to

and may be dealt with as

That word ‘scum!’ should bi

from the schedule, and,
should be the

term.
TE

what is called
‘i

is admitted that

nce “seamat all, But ‘a’ peculiarity
granulation that’ we have still to learn

much abont, When reliquified it is just
the same as the bull

I make these suggestions honestly believ-

ing that they wold lessen the w

grader and enable him to give a

estimate of the value of the hom

not run the risk of putting hon

ranks with the very finest that ean be

prodneed into C grade. T hope the reader

will forgive me for being parabolic; but,
apropos of

thismbject, Tvisitedthe aplary
its class colour), condition, grain, and|and rapped at the front of a colony of

aroma, and the one it has not got—seum;| Italians, a old drone came to the door.

and then the packing and finish. What}I asked for the queen. He said she was

strikes one.is this: that if we could only
have found four or five more qualities for

it we could have automatically docked all

the

samples
about 1% points for each, and

the honey down to manufacturing
Canaeign tha expense of grading,

As it is, unless a grader is going to admit

that he has found perfection in some of,

the qualities already defined—which it is,

grade.
point off each of the qualities
schedulo reduces the honey to B_ grade
at once, ‘The fact of the matter is that
a grader may he perfectly honest in his

work and yet reduce a first-class sample
of clover honey to third grade—and that
sll

hocatea
bs the system on this sehedulo.

While C give the Department eredit for

dane:itevery best in thismatter; | cannot

help feeling that it is amazing that, in
the present condition of our marketandin the urgeney there is to encoura;

port, we have quictly drifted ato & po
tion’ which makes the grader a dread to

even the producer of our fivest clover

honey,

Tam not going to do all this criticism

withont making some suggestions. 1 wouldreduce tho issues on tha grade note to fou

in place of seven, as at prosent, as anders
Flayour and aroma

50

Condition and 30

Freodom from Eig matter 10

Packing and finish 10

100

busy laying, and as the others were not

very dependablei
had perhapsetter do

my business with him, ‘‘Woll,’* I said,
“T have come Shoutthi
know in Wellington they
they could improve the quality of butter

and cheese for export by grading, and

now they want to improve honey. | You

remember how busy we wero last January,
the honey came rolling in? Why,
cale hive one day pnt on 27Ibs. Tt

was great, Well, in flavour they have

classed that honey as 3714, and they want
i

What do you say to that?”?

ir, we have a reeord

of how, when Adam and Eve kept a little

garden on the Euphrates, they had a colony
or two of bees. There were some patches
of white clover along the river, the

bees got on to that. and I can assure you
the honey was 37%, We have not been

have sorted out the colour very well.
Samson—that’s the man who went for the

Philistines—wns down here he found a

colony in an old lion’s carease. Tt had
some fine honey in it gathered from buek-

wheat, but it was nearly black. Well,

the fat people want fo be lewTt tae tee getoke: wom Oy be

treaturen

Is Wiods’Great Peppermint
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buckwheat honey is black yet; we can’t
it.

1 think the only thing you ean

do is to keop it in its.right class.’) (‘The
next items on the schedule are condition

and grain; what about them???  ‘‘Ahl

perhaps there is work for your grader
there, You know that honey, when we
bring it in, is very thin. Wo ripen it in

the hive; but if you gather it beforeit
is ripe, and if you allow it to draw mois-

ture from the ‘air and it begins to fer-

ment—well, it serves you right if your

grader comes down on it like a hundred

of bricks, As to grain, wo have none in

the hive; we keep it all liquid.’’ ‘Well,
what about aroma?’? ‘‘Aroma? What,

has he got that down to?’’ ‘Seven; the

schedule says 8 is tho right thing.'?
‘‘

Well,
sir, there is a nice apiary at Seacliff. You

get the man who says it shonld be 8 pro-
moted to the charge of that apiary. It is

a nice district, and I am sure he will do

very well there.’?

TI wanted, as many other beekeepers have

done, to find out about scum; bnt the old

gentleman drone bowed politely and dis-

appeared into the hive. He did not know

about any such thing.

Comments on PassingBee

Events.
By CRITIC.

[These Comments, be It understood, are not

to be accepted in the light that “Critic” thinks

bees, because he

does not, and never can. They are

simply intended to help in some small way the

development of oor industry.]

Editorial—The Schoolmaster Abroad,—
There can be no donbt that at last the

National and its branches are beginning to

arouse out of the dreamy sleep they have

been so long indulging in. The awakening
is seen in the determination to do some-

thing more than hitherto to attract new

members, and so to Jessen the vast number

that have been standing ont from the As-

sociation. The advantage of movable meet-

ings, which I advocated some little time

ago, is clearly shown in the result of
first trial of the Waikato Beekeepers’ As-

sociation,.the report of which appears on

pages 139-40. Past experience undoubtedly
shows that no progress can be made by the
Associations while holding their meetings
at Jong intervals always in the same place.
The outcome of the trial should encourage
other branches to do likewise.

. . . *

Your suggestions ro elasses and

tests are steps in the right direction, pro-
vided they are conducted on right lines,
which T have no doubt they would be here
in New Zealand. Inv remarking thus, T
have in mind several holders of British

pers!

judging
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sons on practical beekeeping convinced ma

ronan practic!brkosting songced me

(imost as incompetent as a person whig

had never seen a hive of bees. Tt was not

their fault; it was their miafortane thnt the

fourse of instruction had not been better,

Tunderstand things have been improved of

lato in this respeet. i t

T would suggest that the ‘Crop Reports"?
would bo much more useful if tho district

from which the reports come is stated,

As they aro published, 1 seems to me ques-

tionabie whether they serve any useful

purpose or not.

We differ as to the advisability of tho

Government trafficking in queens the De-

partment cannot gnarantes as being what

is desired. I hold that it is the Depart-
mont’s duty in its seheme of stock-breed

ing (of whatever kind) for distribution to

adopt as the chief project the improvement

of strains. T believe this is the solo object
with other animals, then why not in queens?
T cannot see that you have put forward

one point in favour of tho stand you have
taken that justifies the action of the De-

partment,

I see, Sir, that you have not yet de-

veloped a pachydermatous hide: you are

still sensitive to the cackling of those who
measure everyone’s actions by their own

standard. I hope it will not be thought
that, beeause I have strenuously advocated
the appointment of a Chief Apiarist and

advancement of salaries of our inspectors,
Tam after a billet; the ‘‘serew’’ at present
is not sufficient to tempt me to apply if
advertised. I do not know, however, what

T might do if the unexpected ‘occurred, and

the authorities raised the ‘‘screw’’ to a

sum commensurate to the work expected
to be done. So look out, Mr. Editor; you

may have competitors—or at least one!

August and September Numbers—Mr.
Ward's Address.—I am pleased to see tho

Canterbury Branch of tho National has

made a move in the right diroction, and
I hope Mr, Ward’s address on seasonable
work in the apiary is the forerunner of

many moro such addresses. Mr, Ward has a

very happy knack of cloarly explaining tho
various operations in plain, homely  lan-

guage that the veriest novice cannot mis-

take,

39-40—Waikato Beokeepers’ Asso-Pago
clation—It is gratifying to note that the
result of tho first expariment in what we

muy term the Assoeiation’s peripalotic
meetings was practically such an unquali-
fled success, A
several meetings fe
fo be oxpeetods but new ground his heen

broken,and (he fact (hat sub-branches. at
Te Kuiti and Te Aroha were formed, with
the prospect of othors bel

cleardomonatrationof what can bo done

reine Eh by coming directly in confuet with those

beekeepers whom T came across soon after | fold,
landing in this country, when a few ques-| Ward?

large “attendanes at the
or tha first timo was not

ing Startod, is

wish to gather into the eo-operati‘ operation
What about the trayellor joke, Mr.
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Page 140—Traveller—Well, Mr,
if what T said on this matter is really
a joke, I am certainly unconscious of it.
ani yer not aware of

blood in my make-up.
glad you enjoyed it. ‘What are we tu do

with Mr. Gilling?’’you ask. Why, keep
him whore he is, to be sure; you could

t get a better man; and if he ean do
the travelling, well and good, Both the
National aad the H.P.A. are complaining
about so many beekeepers keeping out of

the eo operative movement, and I suggest
personal visitation as the surest way of

roping them in. Mr. Barker's experience
js a case in point. J did not suggest who

should travel. Tam aware the H.P.A, ‘is

not a benevolent whi

prompts me to ask if the National comes

under the Charitable Aid seheme. Do you
see thiejoke?

any Seoteh
However, T an

puis.141—Bee-sting Poison.—I was cer

tainly not aware of being ‘(much dis-

turbed’’ over ‘Uomo Selvatico’s’' cor-

rection, as he remarks, I did not see any-

thing to be disturbed about. I have no

‘pet?’ conviction (as he is pleased to

term it) on the matter, and if my con-

clusion, founded upon’ experience, and
which ‘coincides with that of others, is

proved to be incorreet, it would be rashness

on my part not to repair the error. ‘Uomo

Selvatico’? admits the possibility in all

eases of some of the poison entering ‘into

the goneral circulation at once,’’ so that

by his own showing my statement is not

entirely incorrect after all, Tt then ap-

parentiy resolves itself into a question of

the quantity of poison passing the obstruc-

tion into the circulation, or settingtherbefore the barricade is set up, as

severity of the effects upon the jalivianel
That being the ease, who can say how

much or how little of the
poison

has en-

tered the ‘‘circulation at once’? in any

particular instanee? Although [ did not

say the whole of the poison entered the

circulation at once, I cannot complain, ow-

ing to the assertion not being qualified in

any way that ‘Uomo Selvatico’’ has put
that construetion upon Accepting it as

the correct interpretation and that it is

an crror, then it is one of degree, not of

fact.

Dadant, in his book recently published,
has this to say, page 39: ‘Tho poison of

the bee diffuses itself in the blood

promptly.’?
T have nothing to say in reply to the

second parngraply of ‘‘ Wome Selvatico’s'’

Totter, as the allusions contained in it are

quite out of placo, undignified and unex

pected in a friendly discussion with a

gentleman of one of the higher professions.
Adieu!

Page 6 ApiaryBeet wish

with all my heart that something could in

all fairness bo done to prevent such hard-

ship ay Mr, R, Whiting is Ibouring under. |is certainly very galling after one has

dono his best to clear and elean his dis-

triet from box hives and disease to have
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someone step in and while reaping the
benefit of one's Iabour to do one ua itrepa-
rable injury. While sympathising with our

friend, I really ewnnot see, except on Crown.

ey
how anyone éan be restricted from

setting up an apiary on any land owned of
leased by the apiarist. There is a moral
and legal side to the question: the former
is between man and man, and ean only be
settled between them; but the latter

between
the individual and the State. T'

ate, I presume, would say that one man’beeswould have as much right to roam
over the land a8 another's, and that there
could be no legal claim’ of priority of

rights over any district composed of pri-
vate properties. The rents of all bee-farm
sites (Crown lands) in Vietoria have been
increased from 1/- to 10/- since 1st

last.

is

he

July

[We should have added to your comments

last month, Mr. ‘‘Critie,’’ that Mr. A. V.

Davis had
been

a

subseriberfor two months.

We apologi r the omission—Ed.]

Beekeepingfor Beginners.
MONTHLY INSTRUCTIONS.—OCTOBER

inne mecha; Inte ean
Tn the northern parts of the North Island

it is qnite possible that preparations for

swarming will be found in the strongest
hives, which is probably brought about by
the queen becoming cramped for room.

This should be remedied by placing an

extra super of combs on the brood chamber,
and if you take the two onter combs from

this, putting these in the upper super in

the centre, replacing them with empty
combs placed about the third from either

side in the brood chamber, you will give a

check to

anaraingAnother way eck this is to take a

frame or two of sealed brood from your

strongest hives, giving one frame to each

of the weaker ones, and thus be equalising
your hives for the honey flow, But you
must net give any hive more brood than
there are bees to cover it, else it would

only become ebilled, and die,

sharp look-out on the stores

should a bad spell of weather come along,
as now the hives are becoming strong the

stores rapidly decrease, Weed if necessary

with a syrup, two of water to one of sugar,

fed warm in the evening,
Re

‘Thhier
ed Me

of Chemist: Keat,
my the rain soaked street:

Wileaul within elayed warm arl hl

o the gale swept mizht

at sire

myTaueltasWontis!Great Peppermint’Cure,
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District Reports.
WAIKATO.

Tho organisation campaign undertaken
last month by the officials of this Branch

appears to have stir up considerable
interest in the outlying  distrieta,which we hope will continuo to s'

all {ateretien Mave ERK drawn uHdokthe

wing of the National Association.

A general meeting will bo held at Ham

ilton in the Public Bath Rgoms, on Thurs:

day, 10th October, at 10.30 a.m, The

Committee will meet a little prior to the

appointed time,

A meeting of the Te Arohn Sub-Branch
was held on dist August at Te Aroha, when

a member was recommended for appoint-
ment as local inspector for the distrie

The unfortunate position that has

in regard to apiary boundaries in that dis-

trict has not at date been settled;
but we hope those that are most interested
will be reasonable, and respect each other's

interests, and theroby establish a precedent
for all time.

A meeting was held by the Papakura
Sub-branch on 6th September, and a good
attendance resulted. Mr, N,P, Millett was

appointed secretary, and several new mem.

bers enroleld, while others have promised
to become such. Another meeting is to

take place early next month.

The Te Kuiti Sub-branch held a meeting
on September 4th, and now this Sub.

branchhas quite a lengthy list of members.
was decided to hold a meeting*on the first
Wednesday evening of each month,

As regards the Rotorua district, nothing
further has eome to hand, so we take it

they have not had a further meeting to

date.

Remember the meeting, Hamilton, 10th
October.

B. W. SAGE,
Hon, Secretary:

. + * *
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that Mr. Gidley’s lawyer has been notifiod

that they will allow tho bees to remain

on the reserve, but that they must. be

shifted further back some few chains from

the road. ‘There has been a good deal of

newspaper correspondence on the matter,

and feeling is strongly against the Coun-

cil’s attitude, Two gentlemen have writton

d|offering to pay the legal expenses if the

matter is taken into conrh. Anyone know.

ing the habits of bees will clearly see that

if they nro moved only a few chains thore is

likely to be a considerable loss of bees. Tf

the whole apiary of over 100 hives and a

substantial corrugated iron honey-house has

to be moved two or three miles, it will

be expensive, and up to the present T havo

no idea where to get another location for

them. In a letter I wrote explaining the

situation, which was published in’ the

“Lyttelton Times’? on August 19th, [ ap-

peated for a suitable site from some

patriotic person in tho distriet, but up till

tho present no ono has come forward. The

root of tho whole trouble, of course, is the

fact that the average person is ignorant
of the habits of bees, and is mortally
afraid of a bee-sting. So far as I know,

as yet, a
so, becauso the majority of people imagine
that bees exist for tho sole purpose of

stinging peacenbly disposed citizens (and
country folks too), and that it is all very
well for the beekeeper to say, ‘Let a bee

be and it will let yon be,’’ beeanso ‘the

bees know him!’?

Since tho above was written T have re-

ceived a wire containing tho sad news that

my friend Robert Northleigh Gidley had

died of wounds on 2nd Soptember. ' Alas

poor Bob! T know him: ‘‘he was a fellow of

infinito jest.’’ I havo lost a truo friend,
and shall miss him sadly.

T have not visited my apiary yet, but

expeet to wend my way there in’a week

or ten days’ timo.

The weather is getting more spring-like
and fruit bloom is coming on apace.
is quite a treat to hear the hum of the

“CANTERBURY TALES’!

5
WARD.

In the March issue of the Journal I ail

vised anyone who contemplated starting
beekeeping to locate his apiary well away
from a publie road. I should like once

more to offer the same advice, so that
the same trouble I am being put to ean

be avoided by others, Readers will pro-
bably remember that I ‘am in charge of

Mr. Gidley’s bees while he is on active

service, and that there was an agitation
started by some Lakeside residents to have
them removed, on account of their foar
of being stung when passing thespolery,T enlisted the goodwill of Mr, Bar

nett, of Leeston, and asked him ‘oa his
influencewith the Bllesmere County Coun:

cil, so that the bees might romain till

Mr. Gidley’s return, T pointed out the
injustice and the expense it would entail,
and Mr, Barnett took considerable trouble
in trying to get the matter smoothed over,
The matter has been before the Council
Severul times, and the latest on record is

bees round about my home, and T am

itching to be among them onee more.

If anyone wants an early flowering shrub

which is suitable for bee forage, by all

means let him plant Prunus Pisardi. It

is a picture every spring in Christehureh,
and the earliest flowering shrub T

knowof, and the bees fairly revel on it, T do

not know how it is propagated, but any
horticulturist would supply the informa-

tion,
Mr, Rentoul tells me that tho first honey

of the season in the Cheviot district bogan
to como in early in tho month, and Mr,

McKnight says his bees were bringing in

pollen from gorse, he thought, at loast

fortnight carlier,

I received a Kindly evitieal letter from
Mr, artin, Nelson, Te referred to

my article, ‘Pacts about Trames,’? and
deseribed his method of wiring, which he

thought was somewhat quieker and strongor
than the usual three or four horizontal
wires usually adopted, T think a similar
mothod was deseribed jn ‘Qleanings’?
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within the last year, but as Thavo not yet
ried it, I do not know if the

be

Festt dna oa tthe Say Answersto Correspondents,
are two horizontal wires and two diagonal

whiet
ee

aaa roundnails bent“withround-nosed pliers to form a hook after|Otago—(1) Y,

a the.

being driven through the ond bars ofthe| for convertingthenoe
frame. Ho also asks, ‘*Why groove the} with steam in an articletn the Me ie 8,
top bar to receive the foundation??’| issue, written by Mr. C. S. Hutetinen
“Why not put tho foundation in contact| who backs it against all other aiming
with the top bar and wax it there, minus| appliances. (2) My own method is when
the groovef’’—Well, my reason for groov-| thé brood chamber becomes: “at rail
ing is that I think’ there is a saving of| ¢rowded to lift the two outside combs
time in the long run, because it takes but} Which usually contain only honey inte

a fraction of time to run a groove with a| the super, puttiog two empty combs in

cirenlar saw, and a good deal of time ean| the brood chamber, usnally about the

bo wasted in fitting the top bar and edge|
third combs from either side. The queen

of the foundation “if either arc uneven,| ery often uses some of the combs in

However, after all said and done, ey eryone the first super, bat not always, and if

has my gracious permission to adopt which-| there is brood there when extracting
ever method he chooses, and good Inck to| time comes, these are left on until the

him. Mr. Martin also says his bees appear|
flow is over and the brood hate

to be getting considerable honey Inders are excellent for av

as pollen from gorse, Now who but whether there are not compensating

positively and give the evidence that gorse) (isadvantages is a point not settled. Tr

yiells honey? I can only say my own ex-|
# given number, with and without ex

perience is opposed to this view, I have] ¢!ders, and let me know the result.

not seen half a dozen bees on gorse in the| >
pp ccpriete

whole of my beekeeping experience, and ee nee
where bees are conce-nes T do not go|

~tytball, Government Fs

about with my eyes shut. If gorse were to|
j

yield honey in my locality, T ought to be

able to start extracting in November, for

there are miles of hedges of it, but nary a

drop of honey or I’m a Dutchman.

Tn tho last issue of ‘Gleanings’ the

following paragraph appears:—‘‘ We have
been properly cuchred this season by the

middleman, He got the oyster and we got
the shells. I do not mean myself par-
tienlarly, but practically the whole frater-

nity was taken down.—Major Shallara,|-—-————W——————-
New South Wales, Australia.’’—Now, f| ADVERTISEMENTS on this Pagewillbe
want to ask those beekeepers who are not| Inserted at the rate of 3/- per 36 words

shareholders in the H.P.A. whether the per Inserticn,

above is not a splondid text for a sermon

‘on co-operation? Where should we bo were

it not for the H.P.A? Answer: In tho same|BENTON CAPPINGS & COMB HONEY

boat as Major Shallard and his follow REDUCERS.

oyster-fishers. Surely the lesson is plain) afatorial for building these Machines is
Join the H.P.A. and be your own middle-|;, short supply. Order now to avoid dis
nen:

._ _{appointment.
—

UThave learned recently that there is @| "yoy run no risks Satisfaction guaran-
Possibility that some members of the|teeq, or your money refunded.
Christehureh Amateur Bee Club aro likely| "Apply

” ;

to join in with tho Canterbury Branch of|
“PP*

the National Tt appears that their Con-

stitution provides that the Club is purely
an amateur one, and as soon as a member! @$AAAARAN[

solls honey his’ status as an amateur is!
on gare One Fourframe ROOT

¢

o use

te Mr. A. B.
‘m, Ruakura_

A. D. (Spotswond).—Cannot give you
information re lacquer. Boiled linseed
oil applied with a rag is all that is

necessary. ‘Thanks for kind remarks.

Beekeepers’Exchange.

H. BENTON,
Newstead, Featheraton.

gone, and ho is presented with his walking pcs ia

ticket. “Well, theywill be weleome, T am ROR OE iy
sure, and wo shall be able to say, ‘‘All’s ci one gaara!

i i

well that onds well.’?
eutherston,

HE BENTON,
T soo that tho packing department of the

Piaciela, Puatherston,
Red Cross Society in Christehurch have

5

dospatchod sixty-nine ee othoney:valued at £386, to the New Zealand
Red

33.

know th boys are remembered by PER,« ate
:

lianeyee andT take the liberty of | (420 Colonies)onshares;Re tatlesae
rominding readers that honey is greatly] tons; owner

called up. Apply g

Appreciated by the soldiers. Let us all] perience,
©. V. PENNY,

save
samme for them, ‘They are risking thoir

Ome rarneld:
a or Us,
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4 We do not desire, to

monopoleqBEE HIVE COVERS.—Nomore. iy] greaterarea than is necessary to yield a

oxen MetereNtNawillaa Tix {comfortable living and keep @ man em,

secure, ‘Two pairs to each hives anick aml /PITT:oo, ho positive sid

handy; ensily fastened; patent applied £0) T°. “iy olaim that if a man ventures;

Leh eds nto n vortain locality, and finds it worth
Lorne Strcelsiand,| while to build a honte and establish an

Matara, Southland,
[hile to build &Tat he. shoul be

— creouragedand protectedby the State,
7

»
for Military|boease he is bringing revenueto theYOUNG MAN: (incligiblefor Millt*'s| state, and because he is harvesting wealth

Service) Scoks EMPLOYMENTon eee
(whioh would otherwise be absolutely lost.

Farm witha view to Jearuing thebusingi|""2, We claim that the stupid practice of
has hada little oxperience. Address full]

2 veoiOe twied the. work and
particulars of engagement, to. cere Ee ine camel eld) 5Wad: BOOT HN

means a loss both to the individual and
Arundel, Canterbury.

[fie State, when so much area is as yet

unexploited, 144

"4 POUNDA
3. We think that as this is sueh a vital

FOR SALE,400Ibs. COMB FOUNDA:|
vitter to all established men and to ri

TION; 7% to 8 sheets per Ih.; in 101b. lots | tirned soldiers and all others who’ desire
or over; 4/A per Ib. on rail at Kopuarangn.|4, enter the profession, our National Bee-
Desh wioh arden

Keepers? Association should endeavour first
Hy BREANS) of all to arrive at what. it considers a fair

Kopuaranga, Masterton. | raqius for an apiary, and then use what

powers it has to secure its members aguinst
the intrusion of ignorant or designing
m

Correspondence Perhaps, Mr. Editor, it might be snid
"

our Association has no such powers; but
T would suggest that a few old axioms

could be kept in the Journal as a guide
(10 THR EDITOR.) to the beginner. I admit, however, that

oe je
'

the wilfully covetous present a tougher
Sep tontieeeeaor Sealeproblem, but T see nothing in the foregoing
Iution that, ‘will protect the beckeeperfrom |Ptineiples whieh would prevent us working

Jgnorant men and. from. uaplineipled
|® Scheme of Beekeepers’ Rights, much on

Sharks, there has wome to my datica’the|tle samo lines as miners’ rights operate,
most glaring and aggravating sass of oven,

[> miner has the right to dig for gold
lapping that one could imagine. A neigh-|0"Property which another man owns and

hour heekeeper of mine, who devotes tho|{*rmss but if the miner fails to work

whole of his time to our profession and/jis Climthe State no longer’ protects
who is a credit to it, woke up one morning|myn

2nd he thereby forfeits his rights.
to find that a man’ (1) had placed thieg|

The samo could’ apply to beekeoping: if a

apiaries ‘on top of him. Oke is absot|
Min does not stock his aren reasvuably,

three-quarters Uf 4 mile (as the bee thes)
{°T Slow plainly his intention of doing

from his home. yard on the one, sidey|
8, Ne should forfeit. his rights, except

another is about one mile from him on{'Mder abnormal circumstances, such as

the other side; while another has been] ,2W4¥ at tho front,’’ in whieh enso he

placed within half a mile of bis caly ect, {@oservos protection.. ‘Onthe other hand, a

Bpiary, Now, Sit, thie illustrates the outg|
ian who does stockehis area: should. enjoy:

weak spot in our industry, and emphasises|
‘lM, S80: protection as the miner.

the imperative need for legislation to ree-|,
ft S088 0 me that without seh logis

tify it, T notice that Ceateronen again| tion:the beekeeping industry will never

waived the matter ta beine toa dittnts|
Be. qnite satisfactory, and, further, tho

fo tackle; but, Bir, to ue Aaa cunt te | eelling. of apinry sites’ to returned soldiers
For tue see we or

anyone elso is simply a farve—T am,
: : ve

logy. what would]
or

i

ad said that}
°°"

aggression was too difie
q

matter to"ston? The injustice of iualt| 20 Aroha, 14/8/18,
should be an incentive to us to deal with

; ‘ .

the problem, however difficult, Rut, Sir, (1) MR ADUCOR.)
the ‘eforms which T (and others too,

it

—In the August Tournal. Mr, Hallett
Seems) are advocating arenot so difenlt [asks for information ro. the saveosstulfo apply as Conference fears—that is, if|erawing of sweet clover, —T importedBleyare understood.‘To nut the matter |21b. of yellow and white clover tramoncisely, first let us put it nogativoly:—|Dadant’s; America, after rendiny glowing,1. We do not wish 10 bar people other {Pt in’ Gleanings recommending: it ag
Yan commercial beekeepers from keeping|i tt honey-produecing plant. "ho
4 few, oolonton for Hohe een

i

front,whatwis
of if? lay. subsoil

2, We do a a

was
well limed heforo sowing,

©

The ft

intond’ to. fully sae
0 do not vovered’with bees, T have tind no expert"

ence with It on roadsides, but noticed a

hac
CHAS, P. TORN,

zB



rank growth of it on the reclamal
Works in Lyltelton some years ager

aad

it was brought trom Ameriva na

Fimo of the sailing vessels, [think it

Srould grow well in river-beds, as the soil

Jy naturally sweet and free ‘from acids,
Shich is the ideal conditions for elovers,

T was hoping to try a few long ilen

hives this season, and would then give my
Mperience of them—L am, &e,,

a; W. WATSON,

sumed
Boe of

Geraldine, 9/8/18,
» *

(TO THE EDITOR.)
Sir—That banauet ‘misty,’ ‘fnadled'?

No. It was u tragedy—a comedy—a reve-

lation: A tragedy as depicted upon some

few responsible faces; a comeiy, from the

official table down to the cook's domain;
a revelation (softly) of the attitude of

mind in the home life of each individual
when dinner is late. That photograph
taken by the camera was unreal: the true

one id engraved upon the minds of those

whose eyes were open to other things
besides eating and drinking. We would

not have missed that luncheon for amy-
thing. Next Conference we hopo to see

the other side—‘‘How beekeepers behave
when dinner IS ready. ‘But Mr. Kirk

kept on smiling.’—I am, &e.,
NEBAT.

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir—Wonld you kindly hand this letter
on to the Government. ‘The cause of this
social unrest and demand for higher
wages seems to me to be that we cat too
much, and not according to our salary, We
were all disappointed that the Department
did not grant ns our request for a Chief
Apiarist, and T would suggest that in ap-
pointing such officers in the future they
aflix thereto a dietary schedule suitable
to the same, something after this style:—
Heads of Departments, Presidents, &e.,
beef (first cut), all delicacies in season,
champagne or claret, cigars, &e.; Editors
and such like, sandwiches, brandy or

bovril, tripe and onions on Sunday, or
fish diet; coal-miners, bread, cheese, navy-
cut tobaceo, beer; Sunday, beef or mutton
(second cut), dog-fish or shark when pro-
curable,
Adam’s ale, cheese occasional
when donated by beekeepers;
bacon and eggs (when they can get them).
Tam, &e.,

and honey

ONE OF THEM.
.

- (TO THE BDITOR)

_ Sit—About two years ago we made somo

hives from benzine and kerosene cases,
following the instructions (to a certain
extent) given in Bulletin. ‘The result was
Woe had various sizes; a super would be
hal an inch moro or less than lower storey,
forming a ledgo that caught the rain;
frames’ iu some would be touching the

bottom-board,leaving no bee spac below,
There were also other faults, all caused

Y my omission to notice that the eases

ize, As a warning to othor
Soiatours, let mo say that [have found by
PXperienco that the original kerosene and

enzine eases vary in length, breadth,

NZ. BEEKEEPERS’

and| a

Tnspectors, bread and dripping,
|.

Sunday, | !

ed, then pack or

curing to get auniform outside measurement of the ediesthe measurement being 20%4 in. x 16in. Wehave found the plan fur taking origival
cases to pieces, described in Journal
(April number,

, Page 50), a good one; tt
Teduces the splitting and damaging to a
minimum—t am, &.,

‘

D.C
Waiuln, 1/8/18,

A SPECTATOR'S VIEW.
y (To THE EDITOR.)

giz New,Zealand bins the finest bee
dis€ases Legislative powers there are, and
the rottenest administration of them on

earth. Scant administration is the foul-
brood of Legislative powers. Cut your
pride if it stinks. British Columbia has
the rottenest foul-brood law on earth, and
the finest administration of it

Queer, isn’t it, how the
of the British character invites the aceep-
tance of extremes. Recruits ever welcome
to share the sheltering wings!|—T am, &e.,

M. ATKINSON.

known.

infinite variety

Pakenham, England.

(tO THE EDITOR.)
Sir—As T have been ordered to eamp

with the October draft, I am obliged to
ask you to discontinue sending tho Journal

when the current subscription expires.
Meanwhile still continue sending it to the
old address. Please also cancel my mem-

bership of the National Beekeopers’ As-
sociation, Thavking you for all the belp
T have received from your bright and
instructive paper, and wishing you every
suceess in the future,—I am, &e

A. W. WESTNEY.
Mangere, Auckland, 14/8/18.

[We are sorry to lose you, friend West-
ney, and trust you will come through all

right, and be amongst us again.—Ea.]
(TO THE EDITOR.)

extract which T enclose here-
taken from an article entitled

eping and the War,’’ which ap-
a recent issue of ‘' Tho Scientific

lv"? (New York). The article comes

from the pen of Dr. E. F. Phillips, of the
S.A.

Bureau of Entomology, and al-

hough not written for bee specinlists, it

worthy of their consideration —Iam,
&e.,

M.

Sir.—The

LSA,

CABLE.

T would also like to congratulate you on

the great improvement of the Journal since

under your control—W. h.W., Maxwell-
town.

. . . .

T have just received a label from one of

my ib, honey tins, The label was removed

from the tin of honey by a friend in the

front line in France. I am informed that

honey sent in 2-1b, tins arrives in first-class

condition, and is greatly appreciated—
M, P. Millett.
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(TO THE EDITOR)

Sir,—In an article on ‘*Commereial Bee

ming’? in the N.Z Parmer, 1918, page

, the Association’s quotations for honey

are given as

First grade, £150 por ton,

Second grade,
Vhird grade, £12

(Tho writer of this article even goes so far

as to mention that some beekeepers may

raise their output to 30 tons per 100 hives!)

Tread a piece of poetry somo years ago
now ina ¥ per, which rau:—

“Sometimes the feeling strikes me

To get out among the trees,

Say good-bye to work, and

How-di-do to all the bees;
And wander down the country lane’,

And watch the roses grow;
And let my mind trail down the track

That leads to long ago.’’

Now, what greater pleasure, these busy
spring days, than to take a few minutes’
leisure under the trees—tho weeping willow

trecs—and hear the merry old hum—‘indi-
cations of activity.'’ Why, yes! Baek
to work you go, think of the roses growing,
and all the hoped-for prosperity which is

going to keep the little home going. The

verse ends

“T's pleasure, yes, it’s pleasure,
Until comething whispers low,

“What yer goin” to do, old feller,
When yer hair’s as white as snow?’

’

Why, the answer is—Still keep looking for

the long-anticipated bonus from the H.PAI
—I am, &e.,

HUGH C. JONES,
Pirongia.

6th September, 1918.

[You’re a wag, Hugh!—Bi.]

of letterWe received the following co,

addressed to the Departmen

[Copy.]
Edmond J. Berry, wholesale dealer i

*

“maple and honey.

219 8th Avenue N. East,
Calgary, Alta,

Canada,
15th June, 1918.

0

Minister in Charge,
Department of Agriculture & Commeree,

Wellington,
Dear Sir,

Will yon please put me in toueh with a

reliable honey producer? J am open to

buy first-class quality white clover ex-

tracted honey in carload Jots (12 tons),
providing price Is right. I want only the
finest quality. Kindly mail samples about

11b.; quote best cash price and terms (no
charge for containers) f.0.b. steamer at

port in New Zealand, these steamors calling
at Vancouver, B.C., or near by American

port. State kind package honey is put np
in, quantity you can furnish.

guaranteed pure, and equal fo sample, and
not weight to hold good. ‘un you advise
insurnnce rates? Awaiting reply,

_

Yours respectfully,
(Signed) EDMOND J.’RERRY, 4
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(vo THH BDI

Re Benton cappingand comb honeyir,

adneor, Does this melter darken tho

rae ak all or affect the flavour?

should also like to know does Mr. Benton

‘ sombs down to the foundation with

a sruinatynncapping knife? ‘Tho systorn

he uses for clarifying honey may work inj

hast localities, but not m (is district, as

the honey is so thick that particles of wax

wil—shall ( say stiek to the houcy? Tt
s very gratifying to know one takes no

chances when buying the Benton capping
and eomb reducer, for if it does not give

satisfaction he will refund the money,

Gvidently Mr, Benton is a business man

and knows well that his patent is something
worthy of its name. Some eighteon mouths

back I noticed an advertisement in a
I

paper advertising a eapping melter as ¢

only good one on tho market, ete.; cash

with order, | wrote the manufacturer,

asking him if he would ferward mo his

melter on {he following conditions: "if

your melter is a8 good as it ig advertised, I

Will forward you cheque within fourteen

days of receiving same, and would pay all

freights and expenses one way only
if

not

satisfactory, and guarantee to send it back

in good order.’’ The reply promptly came

back:—T regret that the demand is so

great that I can seareely supply those

ordered cash with order.’’ ‘Needless to say,
I nover ordered one,

So, Mr. ‘Critie,’?

Y ™

he

you, like some other

writers, give that patent’ hive man a bad

spin. Now, I am pretty thick-headed. 1

fail to see the difference between patenting
a hive, or, say, a capping melter, or many
of the patent things in conneetion with the

bee business—I am, &e.,
A.L, LURE.

Awalcou, 17/8/18.

P.S.—The season will be at least two

weeks later this year, owing probably to

the exceptionally heavy frosts experienced
during the winter in this locality,

The Bee and Its Efficiency.

In a year of prosperity a colony of

bees consumos for its own use a great
amount of honey, the amount having been

variously calculated at 200 Ibs, to 600 Ibs,
The lower estimates doubtless obtain only
for weak colonies, and the average amount

a

may be placed’ conservatively at 400

pounds, While the bees aro gathor-
ing this for their own uso, they
are perhaps providing 50 Ibs. additional,
which the beekeepers may take, making
the estimated total gathering of the
colony 450 Ibs, An apiary of 100 colonies
will frequently on this estimate gather
224% tons of honey in a season, —‘This

Honey to be|eomes from n territory ineluded within a
radius of about two miles.
keeper harvests only a

the total of 2214 tons has boon produced
the nectar-producing plants in that

This, if shlowld be remembered, is

Whilo the bee-

meagre 214 tons,

by
Aron,
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gngor producedin ' region where most lis. therefore, of ei

persons
would nH fopnitethe presence | tchaviour, oo that he

jt Madent of bes

bf any Sagar production.
To assure the|tivities of the bee to Gar QuoPt the ne

seeptical reader, it may io Stated that|Icarnedthat by providingteen, He hiss

{here are often apiarieswherethe average | ditions ho may not
ee the proper om

yield, of surplus boney is over 200 tbs.,| gathering power of tha‘yenreae

His being the honey which the beekeeper | lav
@ bees, but

b
ea large pa

this for his own use. Yields of Go0 bs.|sueh shape thie he eee piace

to the colony bave even been recorded for| also learned that by attentionit
unusual circumstances. Tt is conservative |duce swarming, this prevestme(ryt
ta state that there is produced every year| wasting their energies ia ning,

tke bees

in nectar-producing flowers of the United | colonies when he desires honeysateen
a

infos more sugar than is ednsumed by |more bees.
tare

thas
the American people. Obviously, since the|
fees coneume 50 mnch only a Smal)

part
pe this vast wealth ean be conserved for so far from the type of

foman food. ‘The honey bee, so often|study necessary for other branches the.
fompelled fo serve as an example of in-|culture that an insoficient numberof
dustry, does not appear as an efficiemt|peoplehave taken up the work with suin.

GMiector of human food when its necessary cientthoroughness,

Bee behaviour ix n com
D . complex subject, and

one of impelling interest if properly.
sented; but it is s

ron He oe

consumption is recalled.
©

However, any) No effort need be mado to induce more

Ggoney for the conservation of this vast people to keep be
°

jerar supply must be one whieh is everbe made toinduce

sveltne alert, since the Juectar is so soon

fost after it is produced.

rather an effort misht
alt or more of the presenthee owners to sell their bees to goad bee

No ageney other| keepers in order that tho bees mi ght be

than the honey bee has yet been found|enabled to produce a erop with the proper
which will save any of it for the use of |care.

man. The honey bee is still, after yoars eeeaOboNeceea: ”_ "iwiiieanrs 2
of human care, in no sense a domestic| , ‘‘I've been stung by one of your con

thimal, Its reaction to the rxternal|foundedbees! I demand repatriation!"
Stimuli are, so far as known, what they ‘‘Certainly,old man. You just show me

wie when’ cave-men frst robbed them of|Whieh bee it was, and I'll punish the horrid

their honey. Man has by selection in| thing severely. ustralasian Bee Journal.

breeding changed the colour of the ab-| I would like to say how much I admire

dominal bands in certain strains of Italian the way in which you have conducted the

bees, and he has selected those which are| Journal, which I know has been of benefit

less inclined to sting; but no progress has|to everyone. [ alw:

been made in any fundamental changespleasure
of bee nature.

s look forward with

to its arrival every mouth—

The successful beekeeper |J.H.H., Herotin,

ROLLOF HONOUR.

“Onr hearts, our bopes are all with thee.

‘Onr hearts, our lwpes, our prayers, our Ce:

Our faith triamphant o'er our fears
Are all with thee, are all with thee.”

—Lonzfellow

B. G.EDWARDS, late of Geraldine. Invalldedy MURDO McKPNZIE, Dunrobin, Killed 'm

home. action.

L. D. CARTMR late of Springfleld. Invalided|W. H. BLACKIB, Ryal Bush.

home. JAMES IRVING,
FE. A. DENNIS, Glenroy. R. M. HAMILTON,
W. A. HAWKDE, Whitecliffs. Invallded home.| ,. E, CURRIB, Maungatua.
8. R. SMITH, Woodbury. Killed In actlon. | JAS, MARSHALL. Maungatoa.

RN. GIDLBY,Christchurch,Died of wounds. |, BBAVAN. Walbao Downs

J. SILLIPANT, Christe! ‘Awarded D.C.M.|D. CRAWFORD, Walkotkol, Killed Io actlo

hb HOLMES,Theos
a

R. §, SUTHPRLAND, Port Chalmers. Dis-

a

T. H. PRARSON, Clandelands.
charged : re-voluatéered.

R. TH. HARRIS, ‘Te Kowhal. Wounded.
8. G. BARODAR. 8. HUTCHINSON, Hamilton.

Ee
AOGINEESesncall in aqtiaus

J.P. IRULAND, Te Kowhal.
J, MORGAN, Danuevirke.

a Ran

aadeFenetens FT ATELAND.OranKilled to setlon.
A ECKROYD, St. Albans, Christchurch, ALEXMAES. Kaponea.
W,GREIS,, Porowntta, Oy QUALFE, Russell's

Fiat

Go a Gi. RISON, ab

TN HONGaRaoe & GANGCALLWallncetowa,,Kittedjngetton
RB. JEMPERY, Opottkl, Died In Bsypt.

G. 1, SHAW. Domett le

MeLLLOCH,Havelock, North.

cJ.B. ARMSTRONG, Opotikcl. CARR. Westmere; Invallded; severely

G@ RoGURS, Opotik
5 oe

S, Opotikl. wounds
:

©. BICKNELL, Greytown, Killed In actlon, | MT DOWBING,Morrinavile
h otowayFeapherston, Killed Im action. | Ht.» CRN: Rockville.APIDR, Alfredton, EST BROS. Dannevirke. 4 home.
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Honeyfor Export
We are Buyers of

Honey Packed for Export

at Highest Prices.

‘EX GRADING STORE’, AUCKLAND

ee

CREDIT NOTE and CHEQUE WITHIN 48 TOURS of the

Grading of the Honey.

Prices being paid being equal to full velue of best

honey in the United Kingdom less shipping expenses.

peers ee

ALL CONSIGNMENTS TAKEN DELIVERY OF BY

US ON ARRIVAL AT AUCKLAND.

eS

Telegraphic Address—+ ASPASIA,’ AUCKLAND.

A.§. PATERSON@Co.,Ltd,
No.1 Custom St. West,Auckland.

Owing to the impossibility of shipping any HONEY from New
Zealand at the present time, it has been necessary for us to suspend

our buyingoperationsmeantime. Owing to the absence of shipping
facilities we cannot export, and consequently cannot buy for export,
but as soon as it is possible to obtain shipment, we shall be Buyers
on the above terms.

J
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NewZealandCo-operative
HoneyProducers’sso,

HAWERA.

Record Payments for Honey,
We are now bringing payments for 191 7 honey

up to the following prices :

LightAmber —- - 81-3d. per Ib,

Medium Amber - - 77-240.

D.A. & GC.Grade - - 61-4d,

”

u

We are also making a further payment on 1918

honey, bringing the payment to date as follows:

LightAmber - 8d. per Ib.

MediumAmber - - Td. i

D.A.& 6. Grade- - 6d. i

Join now and share the benefits of Co-operation.

Our shares are becoming more valuable every day.

Share Application Forms can be obtained on

application.

H. W. GILLING,
Manager.
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BEEKEEPERS’ SUPPLIES
A Large Stock of the well known

ALLIANCE HIVES & SUPPLIES

is ready for distribution.

The Price of Honey being high, and fixed high, it

will pay you handsomely to increase your Apiaries
this Season.

nenayour Orders direct, or to
r

Agents without delay.

ALLIANCE BOXco., LTD
P.O. BOX 572 - - DUNEDIN

(AGENTS EVERYWHERE).

1918-19 PRICE-LIST

ITALIAN QUEENS.
PRICES—

1 2

Untested . “ T/- 12/6 18/- 23/- 27/6

Select Untested—1/- extra per Queen.

Tested 32/- 21/- 28/0 | 87/6. 45/-

Select Tested .. 16/- 28/-

Breeders. 26/-

eens guaranteed freo from all disease, and bred from Puro Stock, which have
been selected for hardiness, discase-rosisting, good working and non-swarming qualities.

of Untested Queens guaranteed purely mated,

Cheques to have exchango added,

Ninet

TERME

P.O, Order Office, Tapanui,

Tested
Queene

for dcliy

201 to t if Mareh, 1919,

A retote to high cost of all materint, no reductions can be allowed on list
prices for larger quantitics,

y-five por vent.

Ne‘ott cash with order.

from Ovlober Ist; Untested from about November

POSTAL ADDRESS;

R. STEWART,
CROOKSTON, OTAGO.

Printed by Stone, Son & Co,, Ltd, Dunedin, for the N.Z, Beokeo
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