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EDITORIAL.

The first matter to write on this month
is the date of the Conferance, which i

fixed for June 9th, 10th, and llth, to be

held in the Y.M.C.A. Hall at Christehureh.
Please make a special note of the date.

In the report of the meeting of the

Executive, you will notice that a departure
from the usual procedure is being made,
the morning and afternoon sessions being
set apart for different business, We have

often heard the remark ‘‘too much Con-

ference’’ at these meetings, and think the

division of business will be appreciated.
Tf you are uot interested in the adminis-

trative work the National, you can

easily avoid being compelledto listen whilst

it is being discussed, as it will occur in

the morning sessions only, the afternoons

being taken up with matters dealing en-

tirely with the apiary.

The idea of sending the remits framed

by the Executive to the Branches for dis-
cussion we think is good, as by so doing

every Branch can debate them from the

point as they affect the particular dis-
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trict, and thus we shall be able to g° to

the Government with practically 9 mandate

from the whole of the country.
+ “ «

.

There can be no doubt that the chief

call in tho industry to-day is for more
inspectors and the more rigorous adminis

tration of the Apiaries Act. All the

Government instructors will admit they do

far less inspection to-day than when they
were first appointed, notwithstanding the

fact that there are thousands more people
keeping bees than at. the time they first

took office, It is also admitt.d that even

to-day there are some districts that have
never been visited at all since the Apiaries
Act was passed. What an absurd state of

affairs, when an Act is on the Statute

Book for the protection of those engaged
in an jndustry and is allowed to be prac-
tically a dead-letter—not because it is a

useless, unsatisfactory measure (because if

is as good an Act as possible*for the

purpose intended), but simply because the

Government will not, cannot, or at least

do not recognise that to administer the

Act properly it is necessary fo have the

requisite number of officers, Mr, Rentow

spoke truly when he said whatever check

the disease has had has’ been brought
about by the efforts of the commercial] bee-

keepers themselves. How many 0 s

could have ‘‘carried on’’ had we not taken

up the positions of local inspectors to keep
our own districts clean? How many of us

are snecessfu] in keeping our apiaries clean

in spite of time spent on this work, which

is clearly the Government’s? In how many
cases do the same losses apply as those

cited by Messrs. Allan and Sage, who

compute theirs at nof less than £1,000
each? We hope when the Branches dis-

cuss the remits, facts and figures wil] be

tabulated to show the various losses csti-

mated by members on account of foul-

brood, so that we can prove to the Govern-

mont we bave a right to demand immediate
assistance,

In how many districts do the same con-

ditions apply to that eited by Mr. C

Ryland, where, in the Blenheim district, it
is computed that a loss of about 200 tons

of honey has been sustained this year

through tho ravages of the disease? The

f.o.b. value of honey to the sum of £12,000
lost because the Government will not spend
a paltry £300 a year on an insp-ctor! And

the unfortunate part of the whole business
is that what is true of Blenheim is true,
more or less, of the whole of the Dominion,

o

yy

* * * *

The Government in their reports will
state what is being done at the State
Apiary in the matter of training returned

soldiers, nurses, and cadets in the industry,
but they do not state that after they have
received the necessary instruction they are

turned out into the cold, cold world, where
disease lurks in almost every district, and
the chief thing they have to contend with
is foul-brood, which js still rampant owing,
in the greater part, to their (the Goycrn-
ment’s) own negligence in not appointing
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sufficient men to keep it in check, yo
believe we are correct in stating that it
would be impossible for any of the jn.
speetors to advise a district where the
menace is not present. We quite agree
that instruetion on tho industry is neces.

sary and right; but we submit that tf,

encourage any person, either cadet, nurse
or soldier, to sink their capital in an jp-

dustry which, through the negligence o¢
the Government, js an absolute gamble
whether they win out or fall out,

i

'

right. Those of us who have been in the
industry many years know that with the
Variable seasons our incomes fluctuate from
great prosperity to absolute poverty, and
it has needed a stout heart at times to keep
in the industry. Is it right to add anything
further in the shape of a handicap to
those to whom the industry appeals as 9

means for a living? Emphatically No!
And yet the inspectors’ time is taken up
to a very large oxtent in giving instrue-
tions to those who probably will never

own a hive of bees,

We state emphatically that the better
wity would be to give those who have al-

ready sunk their capital in the industry
fair chance of getting the full return

for their labours by getting every district
as clean as is reasonably possible. We
learned recently of a case of an ex-Ruakura
cadet who could not keep her apiary clean,
so bought up every hive (box and other-

wise) she could find in her district, She
has now a fine crop of disease right
through her apiary, which will cost ber a

considerable sum to get rid of. Why
should she and others be put to the ex-

pense of having to buy disease and lose

a crop because the Government will not

carry out its obligations?

2

How much longer is this state of affairs

to continue? We will tell you—just as

long as we in the industry put up with

it. As long as we are content with nothing
or very little being done will the present
state of affairs continne. But something
IS going to be done, and the commence-

ment of thee doing is in the remits now

in the hands of the Branch secretaries.
The outeomo of this will be the unanimous

voiee of the beekeepers assembled in con-

ference, This will probably take the form

of a deputation to tho Prime Minister:

there’s nothing like going to the captain
of the ship if you want something done.

[f n move in our favour is not fortheom-

ing, then we propose that the whole of

the members of Parliament ‘be cireularised
drawing attention to the actual grievances
we are working under, which must and will

be admitted by the Apiaries Division. We

have some execllent friends in the House,

and ean rely on the services of My, J. A:

Young, whom many will remember was

present at the 1918 Conference, and helped
us so well with our deputation to the

Minister. Tle has promised again and

again to give all the help he ean—and he

will!

How. are we shareholders in the H.P.A-
to view the expenses that are now being
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incurred so that a large crop can he
handled with ease, when there is a Ppossi-
bility of instead of our crops increasing
they will decrease?

The matter is real, urgent, and impor-
tant, and we want to stir up every bee-
keeper into a fighting mood, and, having
done that, to urge them to fight until we

get justice done to those of us who have
had a continnal fight against odds, and

protection for those who contemplate en-

tering tho ranks as commercial. beekeepers,
WE ARE OUT TO FIGHT FOUL-BROOD
DISEASE. WILL YOU HELP?

* a *

In writing thus we are not inferring
that Mr. T, W. Kirk hag not done all that
he possibly could to help us. He has jut
forward our claims again and again, hut

only meagre results have been obtained.
It is an absolute fact that the matter

dealing with prohibiting the importation
of queens, ete., was placed by him before

the Government now five years, and yct

nothing has been done. Australian honey
is being imported into this country, and
the containers when emptied are thrown
out for the bees to clear up. Isle of Wight
disease, or something very near it, plays
havoe in the Australian apiaries at certain
seasons. Are we going to wait until this

disease gets a hold before we get the

rovernment to move? We have every

right to make the biggest row ever hear
in beedom on this matter. Will those who

are not attached to a Branch please send
their complaints along for publication? We
dare not allow the present state of affairs

to continue, unless we are prepared io

jeopardise every y
sunk in the in-

Foul-brood and Isle of Wight

ruin us in a twelvemonth,
Are you prepared to risk it when, by the

Apiaries Act being properly enforeed, the

Department efficiently staffed, and our re-

commendations carried out, there need be
no risk at all?

Foul-brood is at present your biggest
enemy, and is the greatest robber of your
just retirms from your hives. As serious
a disease is just over the water,

same way as the dreaded Fireblight has

come amongst the orchardists? We are

fools to dabble with this matter any longer
when we have an Apiaries Act on the

Statute Book that can meet the case if

properly applied.
* e * *

Although we suggested that the matter

of attempting to regulate apiary boun-

davies be dropped, the Executive of course

had to consider the proposals suggested by
the Committee appointed by the Confer-

ence to meet the officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for the purpose of

drafting a workable seheme, The Execu-

tive decided that the solution of the diff-
culty was best met in the suggested addi:

tion of two clauses to the Apiaries Act,

as set out in our editorial remarks in the
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December (1919) issue of the N.Zea 4. Bee-
keepers’ Journal, and the Conferenceshould pass resolutions to have them em-
bodied.

é

As these suggestions did no t cause any
comment, pro or con, we conelnded they

g|were not wanted. However, as the matter
will have to he settled one way or the
other at the next Conference, we hops the
beekeepers will look the clauses up, find
out any weak points, and bring them for-
ward during the disenssion at Conrerence
No good will be gained by further discus.
sion of the matter in the Journal.

3

s *

Whilst in Auckland recently we paid a

visit to the H.P.A. Depot, and were ex-

cecdingly pleased to see our own business
on such a good standing. Mr. C, F. Ryland
appears to have a splendid staff round
him, and there seemed a bum of. pros-

perity about the place. The new ware-

house just built is a grand one, giving over

10,000 feet of floor space. ‘‘Impetial Bee

Honey ’’ was being packed by the ton, and
as one saw in the tram-cars, shops, and

picture-show screens, the advantages of

eating honey and the particular brand ad-
vertised wo felt ‘‘good.’’ Our outlook as an

industry is particularly bright as regards
marketing.

s * * *

The Association badges are now avail-
able at 2/9 each, post free. The Branch

secretaries are asked to write the general
secretary as to the number required. Meww-

bers not attached to a Branch can obtain

them direct from Kati Kati.
? 2 J *

We are again inserting a card asking
for crop reports. last year the replies
were a considerable advance on the pre-
vious effort, and we should like this year’s
to be a really comprehensive return, Ab-

solute seerecy i8 promised; no person
other than the Editor will see the cards,
which are destroyed as soon as the par-
ticulars are recorded. We solicit your co-

operation in this matter.

* * * s

We had hoped to have started the

“<Ouestions on Beekeeping’? ths month,

but as these notes are being written in

Wellington, we have not access to the

series from which these are taken.

fe are very glad to record another ad-

dition to the family of the National, as

at the final meeting of the Auckland Bee-

keepers’ Club. held on 6th March, it was

unanimously decided that the next season
should open as a branch of the National

Association. Tho existing officers were to

remain in office until the first meeting next

season, when rules would be drawn up. the

title of the Branch decided, and fresh

olficers appointed.
* * « *

Whilst in Wellington, Mr. T. W. Kirk

showed us some packages of the famous

‘Airline’? honey. as put up by Messrs.

A. T. Root Co. The glassware used by
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this firm is particularly good a eae
tive. but judging from the genera’

' hea
ance of the honey, which was 3 4 x

granulated condition, New Zea We igh
have no fears as to comparison. eae gt
it the honey was a fair sample of 2

grade commercial article, me

appearance goes, our light
radé is decidedly better

more ‘‘toothsome.

looking,

—————$—$———

Market Reports.
|

We have very few transactions to record

since our last report, owing to the disloca

tion eansed by the Christmas and New

Year holidays, and, of course, the usual

stock-taking, during «which period people
are disinclined to offer it.

Seeing the scarcity of sugar and the high

prices of it, we look forward to a better

demand in the future. We cannot do

better than repeat our last quotatious for

Chilian, from 69/- to 97/6 per ewt.

Beeswax.—A parcel of Cuban has been

sold at £9 per ewt. Chilian would be

worth about £10 los.

TAYLOR &

Liverpool, 23rd January, 1920.

CO,

The Director of the Horticulture Division

has received from the apiary instructors

the following report concerning the honey
erop prospects:—

Auekland.—The honey return, as antici-

pated, will be somewhat below the average
in the Auckland district. Prices are being
maintained. Bulk honey ranges from 7d.
to 814d., according to colour and quality;
section honey from 8/- to 9/- per dozen;
beaswax from 2/- to 2/3 per Ib., but little

offering—G. V. Westhrooke,

Wo Jlington.—In the districts where

honey has been secured, extracting is now

in operation. The great variation in the
climatic conditions over the North Island
during the last few months has been re-

sponsible for patehy crops. Poverty Bay
records a dead failure, and Hawke's Bay
is apparently very little better; Manawatu
very good so far, as is also the lower Waj-
Tarapa; Taranaki very fair. Honey is

offering at the apiary at prices approxi-
mately 1/- per lb. Beeswax scarce,—F,
Jacobsen,

Christehureh and Dunedin.—The season
on the whole is not up to expectations,
Changeable weather and mild frosts have
militated against nectar secretion; conse-

quently the crop will be below average in
many districts, Extracting is in progress.
The quality of the honey this season ig
excellent, as is usual when the clover pas-
tures are in good heart. In Southland
prospects are brighter, and the latest ye-

ports indicate that a light crop will pe

(BEEKEEPERS
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a.

harvested. Prices are firm, Bulk honey
in new containers is quoted at 7d. to 8d
sections, 10/6 to 12/6 per dozen;
honey, none forward. Beeswax is SCarcee
and ‘ia realising up to 2/3 per Ibh—p, 4’
Earp

*y

Beekeepingfor Beginners,
[As these Inatructions conform to the senson,

in the Auckland Distriets, an ullownanee mast
be made for difference in latitude North and

outh. Average bee-seasonsx in the extreme
North are four weeks earlier, and in Southinnag
three weeks Inter.—Ed.]

‘

mn

Beyond seeing that all the hives have
sound eovers and the grass and weeds
cleared away from all round, there is jo

further work in the apiary for this season,

Your accumulation of beeswax should
now be got into marketable shape, and if

you haven’t a great deal, you can do this

quite easily by putting all the odds and

ends of wax in a kerosene tin with about
a quart. of water, Place this on the stove

until all is melted, but do not boil it

for any length of time, as boiling tends

to spoil the wax by making it brittle.

When thoroughly melted take off the store

and cover it over with a saelk or two, so

that it will cool slowly, as this will allow

thie dirt to sink to the bottom, which,
when the slab of wax is taken out, can

be scraped off, and your wax is ready for

market.

With a large quantity of wax to render,
the only satisfactory method is to us® a

waxpress, and considering the increasing
cost and scarcity of beeswax, a wax-press
is really a good investment.

To render a large- quantity of wax, first
fill your copper half full of water (rain
water preferred), and get it to the boil.

Then put in your old combs, scrapings, &¢.,
&e., and with a stick beat it all up until

it’ is a soft mush. Now, pour a kettle

of boiling water into the wax-press to heat

it, so that the wax will not ehill when

being poured in, Quiekly spread a piece
of scrim inside the press, in three

or four dippersful of the mush, being sure

to get plenty of water, put the plunger
on, and tilt the press so the contents can

run out into a kerosene tin. Now, use &

little pressurs on with the serew, anc

tilt again, so that the wax can get away

withont solidifying, and so on until the

full pressure is put on, Put the wax in

the shed well covered up, and the blocks
will shrink, and thus come easily out 0

the tins.

Do not sell your wax outside the in-

dustry; get it exchanged for other sup

plies, or get if made up into foundation.
Well clean your extractor, tanks, &¢.

getting them thoroughly dry, Appliances
cost a great deal of money these days, and
it pays to take care of them,

EC. B,
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District Reports.

AUCKLAND PROVINCIAL BRANCH,

Extracting has now practically finished,
anil has been rather an easier job thay
what we should have liked it to have been

Reports to hand indicate averages to

range from 30 to 50 Ibs.

Owing to the warm spring-like weiller

brood-rearing has kept going = rathor

stronger than usual. Bees are going into
winter in good shape.

We learn that Mr, A. Pearson, of Pear-
son Bros., is leaving carly in Aprilfor a

trip to America. We wish bim a pleayiut
trip and safe return.

I would like to remind our members {hiat

the library is now in working order,

“*Gleanings,’’ ‘‘American Bee Jorermal,
7”

and ‘‘Australasian Beekeeper’’ ure iw

arriving, also latest edition of the LG

d.to ban
The annual general meeting of our As-

sociation will take place in the Bath Build-

ings, Wamilton, on 20th May, at 11 o'clock,
I would ask members to please forward
their subscriptions before that dare

_ Hurrah! Letter from Mr. Kirk just to

hand. He states that Mr. Goodin has ue-

ecpted permanent appointment in the De-

partment at an inereased rate of pay to

thut previously offered him. We congrati-
late the Department on having been abie
to retain Mr.

coe
’s services

DAVIES, Secretary.
Hamilton, ae Mawel:1920.

CLUTHA VALLEY.

The second annual Field Day anid de-

moustration of the Clutha Valley Broeh

was held at the apiary of the writer on

Wecinesday, 18th February. There was nor

the crowd present that was sxperied, us

the very dry weather had ripened the

crops, and people were busy harvesting.
There were about fifty present som» trom

a iong distance. We had Mr. Earp with

us in bis usual form also Mr, Allan trom

toslyn Bush and these rwo gentlemen din

practically all the work of the day as far

as talking and demonstrating were

cerned,

Mr. Earp gave us a very instruetive

tale and demonstration among th» bees,

finishing up by taking off honey antl ex

tracting; but we got let down rather

badly at this stage—could not ger the

knife hot, and cid not findout the next day
what was wrong till we had turned! things
blue for some hours. Say Editor, if

you ever get oll in the boiler,be sure you

OE

elean it out before you start extracting.
My boiler is made of half a petrol tin,

and I poured some oil into it to’ keep it

from rusting, but had not sense enough
to pour it out again, consequently no

steam, so we went and had some
ten in-

stead.
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Mr. Allan then gnve us a speech on

H.P.A. matters and the depot system of
handling cur honey, and was listened to
with great interest

Mr. Earp also gave us some useful in
formation re packinghoney, followed by a

tall on foul-brood, This, with the usual
votes of thanks, brought a very successful
day to a close,

H. N. GOODMAN,
Greenfield, 12/3/20.

TATERT,

Yes, the Taieri drew a winning ticket
in the weather lottery this year. Time

enough, though; too long bave woe been

investing our hopes in stocks that paid no

dividends save disappointments. The goul
weeds of jealousy which were springing
up apace widst the fair blooms of rectitude

and virtue now droop, witbered by the
blast of prosperity. Humph!

Beeists in these parts are so wholly en-

gaged) in congratulating themselves, in

uttering peans of joy and thanksgiving,
that I have been able to collect practically
no data, no material facets as to the crop.
I suspect the morality of writing fniry
tales in the statistic department; henee I

refrain, itust needs stand till next time.

"Tis well, ye Editor does not pay me

at a penny-a-line rate; else I might be

tempted to tell you of the man who tre-

turned from a jaunt to find a tiny windmill

fitted to his pet hives (we all have pet
hives), buzzing merrily in the breeze,
dealing multitudinous death t6 the curious

bees. Quoth he, ‘An enemy hath ‘lone

this!’"-——Even so!

BASIL If. HOWARD,

TARANAKT.

February bas come and gone, and lett

us something to go on with, chiefly grass.

Brood nests have not filled up as is

usual in the antumn, as the weather has

been so wet.

Crops wili be a little below expectatiens,
as it will be necessary to dimw on cie

Supers for winter stores.

My seale colony only showed an increase

in weight of 30 Ibs. for Febrnary as

against 110 lbs. last season.

Extracting is hung up all round on. %e-

count of tins. One apiarist has four tons

in the tanks just going candied; others are

leaving it on the hives.

My seale
cology

is going back 1 Ib. per

ay. Guess [ won't have meh houey
left unless. I get some tins soon!

Someone needs the blame for it, Js it

the HL.P.A., or did the Government bar the

use of benzine tins too soon? Or still

again, is it those fellows who make “tlie
tina that we want to be after?

H.R. PENNY.

Okaiawa, 7/8/20,
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ast to SouthlandA meeting of great interest to

a and
beekeepers took place in the ed fithRooms, Inyereargill, on Wednesday,

/)'

February, at 2 p.m., when twenty-four
assembled to meet Mr, J. Rentoul (¢ a
man of Directors) and Mr. ©. F, Rylan
(manager of the N.Z, Honey Producers

Association). The meeting took the form
of a light lunch, and was of a most cordial

nature.

Mr R Gibb (President of the Southland
Beekeepers’ Association) was in tho chait,
and welcomed tho visitors to Southland.
Mr. Rentoul, in his remarks, spoke of the

fine appearance of the country they lad

travelled through, and said that the

weather experienced, in conjunction with

the abundance of clover, would lead him

to expect a good honey harvest. Mr.

Ryland’s address on the history, present
position, aims and possibilities of the co-

operative movement was listened to with

the closest attention, and met with a very
cordial approval from those present. He

Stressed particularly the danger to the
movement of honey producers being ap-

proached by speculators or their agents
with an offer of a higher price than the
advance given by the H.P.A. Many bhee-

keepers were apt to aceept the higher price
offered immediately, forgetting that, while
that was the whole paymeut to be got
from the speculator, the amount paid out

by the H.P.A. was only the first of scveral

payments which would in the aggregate
amount to more than the tempting offers
held out by the private dealer. In addition
to the ultimate higher price cbtained,
there was the immense advantage accruing
to all honey producers in maintaining and

developing their own company, whose econ-

tinued activity would ensure all producers
that they would get the full market price
for their honey. He also drew attention
to the fact that the Association had al-

ready begun the supply of the Home iuar-

ket with the Association Brand of ‘‘Im-

perial Bee Honey,’’ and the facet that they
could gnarantce to merehants and retailers
a continuous supply of a high-class honey
of standard quality had enabled them to

place a very large quantity on the loeal
market at a payable price. He also dealt
with the supplies question, and pointed
out the advantage to shareholders of ob-
taining their supplies through the Associa-
tion, one of these being that shareholders
were obtaining some goods at a consider-
ably lower price than they could be ob
talned outside, and that a refund of pro-
bably 5 per cent, would be available oy
the supplies sold to shareholders for {he
year,

A number of questions were asked and
satisfactorily answered,

Mr, Ryland then announced that the
Company had secured the services of Mr,
Jordan, an experienced beekeeper, a yo.

turned soldier, who while in England had
ample opportunity of seeing und studying
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the manner in which our honey is handleg
and sold to the consumer in Great Britain,
Mr, Jordan would help to supply a need
that bad been felt throughout New Zeg-

land, and (owing to our great distanes
from the head office), particularly jp

Southland, the need of some one who has
a full knowledge of the facts and the

necessary time to meet individual bee.

keepers and discuss with them their par.
ticular needs and difficulties and how
the Association can help; also to supply
the actual facts when misleading state.
ments have been made about what the

bockeeper could make if he sold to the

private buyer. “his was work that he
felt sure would go far to bring about that
confidence in the Association which wag

necessary to secure the full understanding
and hearty co-operation of all beekeepers,
The directors had for long realised the
need of this work, but until now it had
not been possible to overtake it,

At the conelusion of Mr. Ryland’s re-

marks ho was loudly applauded, and on

the motion of Mr. Allan a very hearty
vote of thanks was accorded Messrs, Ren-
toul and Ryland.

Meetingof the Executive of

theNational.

A meeting of the Executive was held
in Wellington on 16th Mareh, when the

following gentlemen w-re present:—Mr,
Jas. Allan (President), Mr. W. Watson

(Vice-president), Messrs. McKnight, Davies
and Baines. Apologies for absence were

received from Messrs, Cotterell and Penny.
It was decided to ask the directors of

the FLP.A. to meet in conference at their
convenience to discuss a policy that would
be to the advantage of the industry.

The following remits were to be sent to
all the Branches for diseussion, the object
being that the needs of their particular
districts can be emphasised by the appointed
delegates to Conferonce:—

J, That in spite of our Apinries Act and
inspectorial staff, we are not making
nearly sufficient progress in the cheek-

ing of disease, In some districts it
is questionable whether disease is not

causing greater ravages than ever, and
we think tho time has arrived for a

big forward movement in this eonnec-

tion, 'Phis assumption is supported by
the resolution forwarded by the Clutha
Valley Branch, whilst the reeommon-
dation by the beekeepers assemblod at
Rnakura indicates that inerensed vigh-
Janco is necessary to prevent the in-
troduction of Tsle of Wight disease
into this country, and that importation
of bees, queens, and honey should be

immediately stopped.
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2. That in order to carry this out, we ask
for the immediate appointmentof a

Chief Apiarist and an enlarged staff,

3. That some new system of grading should
be adopted in order to relieve the jn-

spectors, and make it possible for
them to concentrate on the inspection
works.

eet
—That seeing the programme

the National is limited for want

of funds, and it necessarily ‘has to

depend largelyon the Journal to carry
out this work, the Executive asks for

the sympathetichelp of members and

beckeepers generally, particularly in

the way of discussion of questions
relative to the progress of the in

dustry, the veautte?of any experiments
or experiences of interest to _ bee-

keepers.
of his best, that he be loyally sup-

orted in every way possible. The

Exeeutive also asks for any sugges
tions that would make the Journal

still more useful.

Apiary Boundaries.—The following reso-

Intion was passed:—‘‘We as an Exe-

cutive agree that the solution of
‘hisdifficulty,as put forward by Mr. I.

Baines in the National Beekeepers’
Journal for December, 1919, as tha

est yet given, and we suggest that

the National Association in conference

assembled should pass resolutions to

have these clausesembodied in the

Apiaries Act,

It was decided to hold the Conference
at the Y.M.C.A. Hall, Christchurch, on

June 9th, 10th, and 11th. the business of

the morning and afternoon sessions to

be quite separate; the first morning to be

taken up with opening of Conference,
President and Secretary’s reports, an

general business of the National; the after-
noon to be devoted to discussion on honey
and methods of handling; the evening of

the first day for melter

a
and

technical work in the apiary

Second Day.—Forenoon: General busi-

ness; afternoon, technical work in apiary
continued; evening, social supper and

concert.

Third Day.—General business, report of

deputations, committees, ete,, election of

officers for ensuing year,
The conditions of the competition for

boney to be as follows:—A1l entries to be

in glass jars, not less than 2lbs, Tho

classcs to be white, light amber, medium

amber, and dark, First prize, cach class,

£1 1s.; second, 10/6,

Intending competitors to send their
names to thieGeneral Seeretary, who will

forward a number, which must be written

on a ticket and gummedto the bottom of

he jar, No ontry will be allowed to be

judged that is not thus numbered.

Applications for numbers must be to the

hands of the seerstary before 31st May.
The judges will be the Government graders. |

And as the Editor is giving |e

'

There will be no charge made for entry
and the same competitorcannot ace more
than one entry in the same clas

Melter Competition—The Sian to
handle 20 combs of honey ent out of the
frames, Points to be judged:—Rapidity of

melting;disposal of slum-gum; cleanliness
in worling; condition of wax rendered;
condition of honey; and cost of machine.
Any intending competitor wanting steam

pressure to make his own arrangements
for supply. First prize, gold medal value
£5 (presented anonymously); 2nd, goods
value £2 2s. (presented by Alliance Box

Co. Ltd. No second prize unless three

entries.
Amendment to Constitution.

Clause 10,.—Reads‘Prior to the annual

a representative to serve on the

tive. _This shallconsist of not Jess than

seven members,’’ &e.

Amendment.—The word ‘‘less’’ in above

paragragraph to be deleted, and the word

more’’ inserted.

Mr. E. W. Sage be asked to act ag

auditor.

‘The members of the Bxeeutive met the

directors of the H.P.A. on Wednesday, 17th

inst., When the following matters were

suggested :—

That collective action would be benoficial.

To insist on the neeessity of more inspec-
tors being appointed; the question of

railway freights on honey; the supply
of sugar for ea

sd lises;petrol for

apiary uses; and grac

Mr. Rentoul aaa of Directors)
agreed that the disease has been checked

mainly by the efforts of commercial bee-

keepers,and the directors were all willing
to do their best to assist in bringing about

improvement. He also advocated a

further effort being made to get some con-

cession on the railway freights on honey.
The sugar supply for beekeepers had been

satisfactorilydealt with, as the Board of

Trade had agreed that the HLP.A. be dis-

tributors of sugar supplies for beekeepers.
t was probable that we should have to

be satisfied with raw

ouEA:
as they could

not guarantee to supply
Benzine.—It was pi that beekcep-

ing was classed as an ‘‘essential’’ in-

dustry,and beekeepers could demand their

proportion of the available supply.

Mr. C. F, Ryland (manager) advocated

the two Associations working together to

insist. on the reduction of freightby re-

peated deputations to the Prime Minister.

Mr. Ryland spoke on tho ravages of

disease learnta him on his reeent tour,

stating that in ono district alone it was

vomputed that at least 200 tons of honey

were lost through this curse, He stated
this partiewar district had not been visited

for about five years. and if was one where

the finest honey could be raised, there
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had

tho H,P.A

a system
i

sald relieve the

being thousands of

Ryland stated that

to have had

this vear that we
.

very greal deal; but there was fe

:

entailed than was anticipated.
be next senson before the systen

be in operation.
K

would

Allan both

combs, antl

each, and
Mr. &. W. Sage and Mr, Jas.

computed their losses in bees,

erops to well over £1,000
a ddiontl

considered it, was time to put om jena
for greater protection in such a why a
tho Government would be compelles
listen.

The meeting then adjourned.

——
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The Questionof Packing

Honeyfor Market.

By way of introduction, let ous first

glance at the position as it is at present.
In so far as honey for shipment is con-

cerned, each producer has this work to

do for himself, which really means that

each producer is a law unto himself, not-

withstanding the H.P.A. regulations, and

that a neatly got up standard pack is un-

attainable. To make this clear, Iet us

look at what is being done in cur

cheese factories. We are all well acquainted
with the neatly got up pack of the cheese

as put out by the factories. Would that

be possible of attainment, under any regu-

Jations whatever, if the individual dairy-

men had to pack their own produce? We

know that, no matter how good the in-

tention of the men, under dairy farming
conditions this could not be done. Neither

can it, nor will it, ever be done by the

individual beekeepers, There will always

be a decided contrast between those who

do their work neatly and those who do it

carelessly, and the effect when it is grouped
for shipment will always be a standing
rebuke to the system. This is so plain
that T need not further enlarge upon it,

There is another difficulty that we are

up against in imdividual packing, None

of us can tell what quantity of containers

to stock. The results from our avinries

are so dependent on weather eonditions

that it is quite impossible to judge what

they will be with any degree of accuracy,
and thns we find ourselves either hung up
in our extracting for want of containers

or carrying forward a Jarge stock of very

expensive material from one season to
another, Most of our beekeepers will bear
me out that there is a very real diffleulty
here.

-

We are dealing with the whole question
in ontline, so cannot get closer to onr

subject. We rely on the two points we

lave made that so far as individual pac.
ing is concerned, we cannot get a

T

neat
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A

ind so far fs containers are
sq vlc, £standard pac

king of them will be ex.
concerned the stoc

}y uncertain.

from co-operative point or

view, individual paeling is always goin
to have a disintegrating offect.As the
seasons go on Wwe will try by regulation
to improve our pack, and under regulation
the individual will chafe. Discontent, ag

we know it just now, and as under this

system it will always be, gives the oppar-

tunity to our opponents to make headway

and lure away those who feel that they

ure not being justly treated. We are 4]-

wayg striving to prevem dissatisfaction,
tem is such as to be eon

ponsive

Looked at

but if our sys!
/

{innally producing it, then wo will strive

in vain.

T do not wish to probe our difficulties

any deeper, but just enough, s0 that hy
contrast the proposal to institute the depot
or factory system may show what is aimed

at in that system, The proposal we make

is that wo shoul copy the dairy factory

system, which has been brought to work

so perfectly and so harmoniously in con-

nection with the dairying industry, and

adapt if to our honey industry. Mill is a

bulky produet, and consequently factories

require to be numerous. This is all the

more neeessary because the product de-

tariorates rapidly, and it any attempt were

made to centralise the product, it is not

unlikely that a dismal failare would result.

With honey it is duferent, and it is not

improbable that a depot or factory in

connection with each shipping port would,

in the meantime at all events, fully serve

all requirements. Iloney under ordinary
careful management does not deteriorate,
and can be sent to any distance or wait any

length of time for handling. Then again,
in the case of milk, a process of manu-

facture has to take place: the product,
butter or cheese, is eliminated from the

milk by a process of manufacture, In

the case of honey, we are dealing with a

finished produet: no process of manufac-

ture is required; but while that is so,

we are dealing with a product that has

an infinite variation in colour, flavour, aud

texture, and this naturally constitutes our

most serious diMflieulty in selling, Te is

necessary, Jf we are going to get and

retain a market and be able to sell on

grade, that we must standardise not .only
in package but in quality, colour, and
flavour of the produet, To do that will

require in our honey factory o plant in

muny respects similar to that used in

a cheese faetory, Wach producer's honey
would be received Jn a recelying vat on

seales, being sent to the factory in ro

furnable contalners (an ordinary eight-
gallon milk-ean holding 100 Ths, ‘of honey
would be very suitable for this purpose):
It would be weighed and tested for colour,
flavour, and speeifie gravity, and a docket

filled up giving these partientars, a copy
of whieh would he sent to the producer,
After4 sample lind heen talon for, future
reference, the honey would lose its identity
and be run into a five-ton mixing vat
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(1,000 gallons). In this vat the honey
would be thoroughly mixed to produce gn

even grado throughout in colour, flavoyry,
and texture. sample, would be taken

from the vat for Government grading pur-

poses,
and then the honey would he packed

in stitablo containers for the
3

These, after satisfying Government grad-

ing regulations, would be properly sealed,

and the honey made immediately ready
for market.

things are at present, the vin Depart-
ment is attempting what is well nigh im-

Ree
and getting no satisfaction out

of it. All eredit is due for what has been

done, but grading of individual lots will

never be satisfactory

5. As it affects the principlo of  co-

operation.—Co-operation, as L understand

it, is the joining of hands for the common

weal. The honey industry is small com-

pared to the dairy industry, bot just
what the factory system has done for

dairying, it will do also for beekeeping.
Give our HI.P.A. a standardised artiele to

sell for-us, and it will have no «ifficulty
in getting in before rival firms who are

dealing only with an individual pack and

an unstaudardised article. Co-operation
it dairying has meant joining hanls in

celivering to one central depot the whole

of the milk produced on the farm, and

having if manufactured under the best

eonditions, producing a uniform article of

ihe best quality, and whieh ean be svld

long before it is produced on 4 grude
note. Oo-operation in the fruit industry
means the joining hands in delivering the

fruit to one central depot, but net for

manufacturing purposes, but simply to

grade and pack, and thus produce o stan

dard article. In this fruit more nearly re-

sembles honey, only in fruit it is a simple
sorting out of the sizes and characteristics

of more perfectly grown fruit so as to

produce a standard article, while in honey
it means the thorough mixing of each

class, be it light amber, medium amber.

or dark for the same purpose of produc-

Tt is not necessary for me in this article

to go minutely into the diffienttics that

“ould naturally present themselves in the

carrying cut of thig project. is

a thick, sticky fluid that would be diffi-
cult, to handle, and it is not improbable
that a hot-air room would be reauired, and

also a steam-heated double-jacketed vat

with mechanical mixers to keep fhe honey
moving; but there is no insuperable difti-

culty. A suitable: plant for the work is

easily attainable, and will certainly not

be expensive,
Before deuling with the question of the

control of the packing depot, let us take

stock of tho advantages to be: gained

eee
this system:—

. As it affects the produeer.—Having
hia ‘supplyof returnablo containers (eight.
gallon cans), the question of containers he-

comes a thing of the past. He can con-

centrate on the production of honey, know-

ing that the paeking will be done chesaper
and better than he could hope to do it.

His returnable containers will beeome part
of his plant, and will, with ordinary care

last a lifetime.
ing a uniform article in each class

2. The question of granulation, like that

of packing, will cease to have any terrors

for the beekeeper. The honey will be

delivered ‘as quickly as possible from the

extractor. TI do not know that there is

any set of producers in the country who

lave been made quite such big fools of

as the beekeepers over this question of

granulation. Under the faetory system
the honey would be packed, graded, aud

shipped fluid. Neither the producer nor

the factory manager will want to sce

honey granulate,and all their efforts will

be to prevent it

3, Payment.—This will probably be

made on similar lines to that adopted by
the Dairy Companies. A pay-day in each
month will be fixed to pay ont for all

honey received during the previons month.

Such an advance will be made as the mar

ket seems to warrant. Honey delivered
from the extractor in January will be paid
in February. Contrast this with piling
up tho honey for granulation, then waiting
for grading, and the glorious uncertainty
as to when the cheque is going to make

its appearance,

LT had purposed to go into the question
of ‘‘depot control’’ in this article. but it

is too big a question to tack on to what

has already been written. Suffice it to

say that IT question if our presont organi
sation can bandle it. am a director of

a fruit company, a co-operative concern,

with a nominal capital of £50,000, a turge

proportion of which is allotted. We have

worked at this idea of handling a number

of packing depots for three years, and

have to admit failure; and as a result we

have invited our shareholders to form

groups, each of which controls its own

packing depot, and is registered under the

Industrial and Provident Societies Act. We

have done this beeause the Americans, with

15 or 20 years more experience than we have

got, have had to doit. Told of our company,

they simply shook their heads, and said

‘“we have come throngh that, and you
have got to. go through it too.’’ It
the old story, ‘‘experience is Rrostlnt
tuition, but the fee is very high.’’ The

P.A. is on a good wicket; the fact that

it has a guaranteed payable price means

much, but it must also have the confidence

of its shareholders, and in my opinion cen-

tralisation is uot likely to produce that

confidence, Local control is far more

likely to beget confidence and to retain

it. Tn the dairy industry local control has

done its work effectively, In the fruit

industry the Americans tried centralisa-

- The position as it affects grading.—
Porhaps nobody will welcome more the fac-

tory system than the Apiaries Department.
Grading of honey will be tremendously sim-

plified by the bringing of the honeyup
to a standard, and turning it out in bulk

of equal colour,flavour, and weight. As
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Mitt ee
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sir steps.
tion, and had to retrace at i we are

Nelson the samo holds good, an¢

wo can.

trying to get there as quickly as

will be

It is my opinion that the same
5 soon

found to hold good with ] S

as we adopt the factory system. r

JAMES ALLAN,

joney

EDITOR’S NOTE.

The above article will give all commer

for thought, #2"

whilst we like some of the proposals,we

do not agnee with all the arguments.

not a law unto him-
Each beekeeper is

i

] the departmentaself; he is bound by A

regulations which, if he breaks, ho ™

enalised. No matter what system 18

eing best,

Surely the
in

eventually decided upon as

some men
wi

carcless.

present regulations are simple onough;
fact. they could hardly be improved upon
for a minimum of trouble. Some of us

remember the bad old days when,
¢

tid of the erop, meant putting if up i

small containers. The Editor remembers
one year putting up ‘over three tons 1

1-Ih. glass jars, each of which had to be

handled seven times before finally dis-

posed of, for which the nett refurn was

more than 2d. per Ib. Jess than the advance

we now get for just filling a 60-Ib. tin

and putting two in a Case.

We hardly think it a fair comparison
to place the possibilities of the individual

farmers packing their own butter and

cheese, the qualities of these being d(cter-
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aes a

mined by the process of manufacture. Bee-

keepers in good clover localities wiJ] get
a good clover honey, and with just com-

mon-sense handling will secure the top
rice. We do not think any shipment is

a rebuke to the system, but rather the

rebuke is on the man who, through care-

lessness, loses points and thereby moncy

for the want of talking a little trouble.

We quite agree with Mr. Allan that the

ordering of one’s containers for the season

presents difficulties, and it is not the most

desirable arrangement that one orders their
tins and eases from the H.P.A., which are

returnd to them filled, and the freight
paid both ways, It would be a decided

improvement to save this if it is possible.

The Editor has had experience with the

mifter,

opinions,

difficulty.
a

our produce
kets

i

these

the e

a

Ww

to a deputation 0

him, said the ery
Government going

to

Government all the time.”
the beekeepers are getting
f.P.A, in the same light—looking to the

H.P.A, to solve the
i

would not exist if each individual did HIS

part to the best of his ability.

[April 1, 1y2q,

We will not enlarge any further on the

as wo should like our teaderg?
ut will just say this:—The

P.A eliminated our marketing~P.A,

he Department has framed
simple reguations to ensure

arriving on overseas” mar-

in a standard package, and

two combined have created for

ommercial beekeeper a heaven coin.

the ehaotic conditions muin

fow vears ago. The Prime Minister (Mr,
_ 1, Massey) a few days ago, in replying

f farmers waiting upon
to-day is ‘‘What is the

to doi—looking to the
.’ We are afraid

to view the

few

difficulties, which

Se

FertilizingDrone Eggs:
an Experiment.

By GILBERT BARRATT.

[NOTE.—The following article is taken

from the American Bee Journal, and is

one of the most interesting experiments we

have yet read.—Ed. |

The statement by Dieckel in Germany
and Simmins in England that queens lay
nothing but fertilized eggs, and that in

the ease of eggs laid in drone-cells the

fertilizing element is removed ‘by the

workers, led the writer, in view of later

investigations, to prove or disprove this

thieory.

A frame of drone-comb was placed in

the middle of a strong colony, and the

following day was examined, Fortunately
the queen was found in the aet of laying
in this comb, and immediately she had

withdrawn her abdomen the ecll was closed

with a pen-knife, thus preventing any
worker touching the egg, Tour cells were

closed in ‘this manner, the piece of comb

dairy factory system in bandling honey,| cut out and placed in an incubating
as be was in charge of the H.P.A, receiv- chiamber running at 97 degrees. The next

ing depot at Normanbyfor two years, and day a little royal jelly thinned slightly
part of that time we were receiving honey} with new honey was placed on each egg
on this system,
presented themselves, as some of the sup

But here again difficulties, with a hair pencil, ‘These cpgs duly
hatched, were further fed until lary were

Pliersarguedthat as the honey was all} {wo days old were then transferred to

going into the tanks in the liquid form,] artificial queen-eups; they were then given
and would remain there for the seum and|to a colony that had been deprived of its
impurities to rise, it was not necessary for} other combs being given from above an

them to trouble about this at all; so the, exeluder,
honey was sent just as it came from the
extractor, which we all know contains a
rood hit more than honey.
band, the cav-eful man sent his honey with-
out a speck of wax, scum, or bees,

|
On the other ducted, and not the

They wer» all necepted, and on

opening were found to contain dead drones,
This experiment was very carefully con-

slightest opportunity
given of allowine pny hee to touch the

ery mnatit hateh-@ and larve two days old.
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Honey Store for Timaru.
Tho investigation in view, providing the

‘

above theory was disproved, was to fer;
lize drone eggs. Freshly laid drone egy
from a pure golden Italian queen wera

secured, the comb containing them ey,
down, and pure Punie drones just arriving
in the hive after a flight, were squeezed
over tho eggs, in the hope that a spar-
mataozoon would enter the micropile of the

egg and thus fertilize it. he reason

Punic drones were chosen was to provide
as great a contrast as possible, secing
that the Punic is intensely black, and pos.

aesses several distinetive features. The

queen chosen for the eggs was one produe-
ing the lightest and yellowest bees. These

eggs were then treated exactly as in the

forogoing experiment, and prodneed cx-

tremely dark queens, considerably darker

than leather coloured Italians. Several

queens duly mated, some to yellow and

some to black drones, but nearly all

workers, showed unmistakable evidence of

The Timaru Harbour Board (says the
Ohristehurch Press), at its meeting on

27th February, decided to erect a honey
store for the New Zealand Co-operative
Honey Producers’ Association, the Asso-

suitable to their requirements
The Association promised

not only to bring South Canterbury, North

Canterbury, and North Otago honey in to

it, but also to make the Timaru centre

the main depot for the whole of the South

Tsland trade in beekeepers’ supplies and

honey required throughout the South

Tsland, and perhaps to some of the North

Island ports.
Punic blood. Drones returning from flight
were sclected because, the air sac being
distended, the expulsion of the male sperm

was facilitated.

The eggs of a mismated pure golden
queen were the subject of the next ex-

periment,and pure golden drones used;

these produced bright golden queens, ani,

finally, the eggs of a drone-laying virgin
were tested in the same manner, these also

producing queens exactly as in preceding
experiments. Wo therefore have the

anomaly of pure queens from a mismated

mother, also queens from a virgin.

The value of these investigations, apart
from its entomological interest, lies in the

fact that all queen breeders who are

building up a high-class strain can DET I-
NITELY introduce any given blood into

that strain, and, owing to the comparative
simplicity of the process, should interest

all queen breeders,

The writer was not successful in ter

tilizing eggs from Italian fertile workers,
nor was the experiment successful when

using eggs nearly due to hatch. The age
of the eggs may be easily determined by

ir position in the cells, a newly-laid
egg being stuck point downwards, and

gradually leans over until the third day,
when it is quite flat. It will be interesting
if Dr, Phillips or Mr, Pellett will try this

out, and give the results of their investi-

gations,

Sheffiela, England,
(

[Parthenogenesis is no longer a theory,
because it has been proven so many times

over, But the above experiment is inter-

esting, nevertheless, because it gives us

©% now idea, something which we believe

has never been tried betore, or at least

never recorded. Fertilizing drone eggs in

this manner looks plausible. at least for

the sake of experiments, We trust our

inv stigaters will give it a fair trial—

Ed.]

New Zealand Honey.

AMPLE SUPPLIES IN LONDON.

LONDON, November 27.

It is good to see New Zealand honey,
sold as such, once again generally procur-
able as put up in the very attractive one-

pound cartons of the Bristol Dominions
Producers’ Association.
of this are at present being made at quite
a number of London stores and grocers’
shops.
country before the war, the honey was

admitted by authorities to be of the finest

quality in the world, and surprise was felt
that so few tradespeople here knew so

little at all

of the propaganda work of the Association

Special displays

‘When shipments first came to this

about it. As the result

(of which Major A. G. M. Norton is the

managing director), the honey is now ob-

tainable in practically neatly every large
centre of the United Kingdom. Of course,

owing to the lack of shipping space during
the war there was a break in the supplies
for about a year, but since the armistice
and the consequent increase in shipping
facilities, it has been possible once more

to obtain a sufficient supply to meet all
needs,

The object of the Association, which is

really comprised chiefly of New Zealand

producers, is to take their produce as

direetly as possible to the consumer in this

country, and thus eliminate all unnecessaty
middlemen’s profits. The Bristo] Company
has successfully introdueed under its own

particular brand, not only honey, but jams,
canned meats, and in fact every com-

modity that is shipped from New Zealand

to this country.

The Bristol and Dominions Producers’

Association, whieh is a sueeessful concern

of six years’ standing, is finaneed by Aus-
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“ers and
tralian avd New Zealand produceport
by commercial men interested in

of Bristol.
g of

In the course of a week oF tw Ohninle.
the Strand windows of the High i eth
sioner’s office will be filled entirely

anal
the New Zealand honey. The Ree i
cartons—cream anid een—usod ay ;

lucers’ Associa
Bristol and Dominions Prot

;

tion—always attractive—have
still more so by the introduction 9
of pink clover. The ‘‘get up

i

doubt be an incentive to new purehase '
who are always more likely to be jnterestet

product whose containers appeal au
the eye. The present retail price is 1s, =

per carton.—Christehureh Press.

been mad

f sprays
will 1

8;

"The following clipping from the Hawerl
Star was sent us. It is always interesting

to read how others look on our industry.

The ‘savage Italian bee flopping about
in o sullen and vicious mannerstinging

is good:—‘‘The mention-of honey recalls

to my mind the haleyon days when bee-

bushhives were plentiful in the virgig
Dt

Nowand around the homes of settlers.

one has to go well back in the heavy bush

to find a eolony of the busy little insects,
and unless one goes in for the regulation
hive and its multitndinous aceessores, one

dare not keep the tame bee now. So, also,

one never meets now on a summer morm-

[April 1, 1920,

Beekeepersin the Supreme
Court.

It is not offen that beekeepers occupy
tho time of the Supreme Court, but

interesting case, occupying three days, was

brought before Mr, Justice Herdman at

Christehureh, when . B. G. Ward was

the defendant in an action brought by
the executors of the late R. N. Gidl
who was killed at the war, claiming £762

damages for alleged breach of contract in

neglecting to work the bees to the best
advantage. Both sides were represented

by counsel, and any witnesses word

called, Mr, L. Bowman, late apiary instrue-
tor for |Canterbury, being tho chief witness
for plaintiffs. Afttr bearing all the evi-

dence the Judge, addressing the jury, said

the point they had to decide was whieh
evidenas they would aseeept—the  de-

fendant’s or that of witness Bowman for

tho plaintiffs.
,

After considering for five hours, the

jury returned. with a unanimous verdiet
for the defendant, with costs allowed on

the highest scale,
:

[Friend Ward, accept our hearty con-

gratulations,—EL

ing the clond of swarming bees which was
a regular oceurrence in olden days. ‘Nous

avons charge tout cela,’ Instead of the

candle box hive, costing vothing and

yielding its quota of 20]bs. to 50 Ibs. of

honey witkout any expense, we are now

obliged to keep the frame hive, with its

costly outlay and little additional yield.
Small wonder that the price of honey hag

increased from 2d per Ib, to about seven

times that figure. Also, the nature of

the little creatures themselves seems to

have changed. Where formerly they de-

fended themselves vigorously only when

attacked, now they seem to fight at sight.
Man-handled and torpid, they flop about

aimlessly, and sting with a sullen, vindie-

tive malice unknown to the clean-fighting
little bee of the old colonial days. T have

chopped out a hive of bees from a fallen
matai and been pelted with stings from
the gallant little fighters so that my hands
looked as though drawn through a thistle
bush—and felt no ill effects. Now if one

gets stung once or twice by the savage
Italian bee, ‘the potent poison,’ as with
Hamlet, ‘quite overcrows his spirit.’ Inern
appears to be no reason, in a country Jilce
this, why honey should be sueh a ‘price,
‘Eal of honey,’ says Proverbs, ‘for jt ig
g , and the honeycomb sweet to thy
throat.’ We all recognise that honey jg
good, yet some of us wonder why {i should
he so utterly out of our reach.’—We ho.
lieve there was a time in New Zealand

nye ee couldbuy good butter nf any-hing from 2d, per lb,; legs of mutton for
Gd, each, &e., &e, Whether they were

haleyon days from the producer's point of
view we very much doubt. 7

|

Hard to Beat.

PARTICULARS OF OUT-APIARY AT TE

NGAE, ROTORUA, RUN BY TF. hb.

STHWART.

Taken over from a Maori in October,
-1915, the apiary consisted of one medium

strength and four nuelei, all in butter

boxes with ronghly made frames, with
combs all criss-crossed. Transferred to

ton-frame well-made benzine-case —hives.
Three weeks bad bee weather necessitated

fecding, and one nucleus died. Replaced
latter with [talhan three-frame nucleus, and

Italianised the other four in November.
Took 150 Ibs. honey in Mebruary, 1919, and
divided into ten medium strength colonies,
each wintering with a fair amount of

stores, Gave each a 3 Ib. block of candy
at end of July, In August transferred all
to switehboards, but did not sueceed in

gotting early queens, whieh must be ob-
tained to seeure maximum results from
the hand-hoard, The photograph shown on

the cover was taken on 8th Mebruary last,
and shows the wonderful progress made,
one colony being seven storeys high,
though practically no honey flow oeeurred
in January, or moro tiering up would have

been required, ‘This outyard is in most

uninviting-loolcingbee country, and ad-
joins a smal) sheep farm, These bees will
be divided into 25 colonies in Pebruary.

Kis Ora, 11/2/20,
‘

I. B, STRWART.
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Correspondence | 50,000. Sharcholders had imereased from
8

| 25 to just under 600, while the returns to

the producer had more than doubled. We

prMee endeavourea to show beekeepers that the

[The pabifcastenof any letter docs notneces. | PEesent pricesbeing obtained in NewZeu-
sarily imply oar

gee
eement with the subjee¢| land for their honey were entirely due

matter, ail wo do not hold ourselves

reeponalbleto the operations of our Association, which
for tlio’ opinions cxiressedby, Corresvon

had taken hold of the surplus honey pre
duced in New Zealand and had found other

markets for it, thus preventing «a glut of
(TO THD BPDITOR.) honey offteriug for local consumption, with

Sir,—Doring the past six months maay the resulting slump in price, and permit-

requests have been received by the dirce.| ting a steady sale of honey on the local

tors of the H.P.A. for meetings to be hel|

in various parts of New Zealand at whiet

market, with prices on the upward grade
from year to year. We pointed ont that

beekcepers could come together and leary
- direct from the management abouf the Be beekeepers iu ‘the Dominion produced

doings of the N.Z, Co-operative HoneyPio-
t least 5UU tons more honey in each year

(thar the population were prepared to con

ducers’ Agssocintion (ancl perhaps its mi.

doings). and the future policy to |

“|'sume,.aind that unless we were prepared to

stabilise the market in the Dominion, ant

adopted by the Association in regard to

the marketing of honey. It was realised

deal with this large surplus qnantity of

honey by the creation of on overseas trade.
,

by the Association that many beekeepers| there would be so much honey offering

throughout the Dominion had not the op-|
each year m New Zealand that the pro-

portunity of getting to our annual me «-

ings, nor to the annual Conference, ani

ducer woultl be forced again into the hanils

of the speculator, and the price of honey

consequently were not sufficiently conver

gant with the working of the co-operative

would fall again to the prices ruling not

many years ago, when numbers of bee-

movement and its value to each beekeeper, | keepers had to accept 24d. and 3c. per lb.
_

Consequently, at the wish of the directors|for their honey. We endeavouredto lead

of the H.P.A., I started out at the beekeepers everywhere to realise that only

of January on a six weeks’

throughout the Dominion.

ene

wontneyby having their own marketing association

‘|by eontrolling that organisation, and by
all beekeapers giving it their support coull

the houey industry make progress in New

Zealand, and that only by united effort on

the part of all beekeepers could the

people of the Dominion be encouraged to

develop a taste for honey and to use tt

regularly as a food

Largely with the aid of the various

Branches of the National Beekeepers’ As-

sociation, meetings and fiel@ days were or-

ganised,whieh were well attended both

net non ofby
the Tl.PLA,

Meetings, &e,, were held at Blenheim,
Cheviot, Rangiora, Christehureh, Barrys
Bay, Geraldine, Mosgiel, Baleluthaand In-
vercargill in the South Island, and at

Masterton and Hastings in the North; and

in addition many nse Dae
were visited

at their own apiari

There is evidence that the visit has

opened the eyes of beekeepers generally
to the wonderful manner in which the

HPA. has served the industry during the
few

years that it bas been in existence,

and that this year will see a much stronger

co-operative movement, with the infusion

of a good deal of new blood.Arriving at Cheviot, T picked up Mr.
John Rentoul, Chairman of Directors of
the T.P.A., and had his company during
the South Island tour. Beekeepers every-
where expressed their pleasure at Mr. Ren
toul’s presence, and his addresses to beo-

keepers, both on technical matters and
also on the policy of the HL.P.A. were

greatly appreciated.

We very greatly appreciate the manner

in which we were received at the various

meetings, and our thanks are due to very

many beekeepers who went to no end of

tronble to arrange mectings, ta provide us

with hospitalitv, and to make the tour a

success.—I am, &e.,
C. F.. RYLAND

General Manager.
Auckland, 23rd March, 1920,

. *

Tu addressing the various gatherings of

nereechars,we endeavoured to give a

straightforwardaccount of the operations
of the H.P.A, sinee the Inception of the
movemont in regard to the marketing of

honey, We gave figures to show that each
year the Reelricehad inereased its sales
of honey; each year had shown an increase
in the quantity of honey sent in by share-

holders; each year had shown an inerease
in the returns to the producer. Tt was

shown that in five years the amount of

honey handled by the Association had in-

¢reased from approximately10 tons in 191+
to over 600, tons in 1919; that during that

period the sales made by the Association
had inoreased from £475 to just short of

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir—Seeing the apiary boundaries ques-
tion is about to drop, I would like to say
here we will be doing a foolish thing, to
my mind, after goingso far with it, and,

like others, T fail to see it is impossible.
Say we can't, and let it drop. T have

heard it said there

ean't,
are all inventors of a ki

have the right kind in the ranks of New

Zealani beekeepers to get over this

problem. Personally, it is not in my line

or clasa of thought, but to those who are
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ee ce eee

‘¢never Say

willlget whatfren
in this I would say;

ae en very1 in the end we

js not far off, and as it may
othlytime to get il aa

to wo ne aro ,

there 18 more reas to keep it 8° in

now.—I am, &c.,
a. SMEDLEY.

Te Awamutu, 9/3/20.

[Yon will seo by the decision of the

Executive this matter is still open
—

EA]-

»>T RDIT z

Sir,—In en Se TerOuCyTales’? in

the last issue of the Journal, Mr. Ward

stntes that Mr, Pender, of New Sout

Wales, is against the use of excluders.
read now and then about this man ane

that man saying that excluders are 10

good, but T have yet to talk to the man

who can give a sufficient reason for the

statement. In a senson like we have had

in Hawke’s Bay this year, I defy anyone

to tale honey off the hives by brushing
or shaking unless clad in armour; you must

use escapes, and to use escapes you must

use excluders. Some wil] say it curtails

.the laying capacity of the queens. That

is the beauty of them, as I for one do

not want my queens providing o lot of

useless mouthsto a
while the flow is on

it means honey- bound* WellI find that unless

it is run for comb honey, I have to pul
combs of honey or feed to fill brood-nest

for wine
Another will say my bees

will swarm sooner than go through the

Well, this year has been a Jean

year as far as getting a surplus is con-

cerned, but in several cases J have found

honey going into the tup super, the bees

coming thrcugh the excluder, putting boney | *
in two drawn combs in the centre super,

and the flow not being heavy they did

not draw out the seven frames of foun-

dation, but passed through on their way

to the drawn combs above, and the brood

nest empty of honey,

Now, as I am open to be shown, |

would like some of your readers who do

not use excluders to give me some points,
as personally in my managementT eannot

do without them, Ward says, it
would form a good discussion for Con-
ference, ard I hope this letter will break

the iee and Jet us exeluder men into
some of the other fellow’s secrets,—I am,
&e..

oe

HH. BHEPHERD,
Hastings, 6/3/20,

{This matter will be fullydiscussed at
Conference,—Ed,

* * * *

(TO THE “DITON,)

Sir,—An one who for many years was

a press ond commercial photographer,may
T congratulate you on your photographic
reproductions. They are decidedly an ae.

quisition to your alr ady well- “Appointed
Jonrnal, and wil) without donb largely
help to increase its popularity and cirenia-

[April 1, 10:0,

ion. Is it too much to ask for further

additions to the ‘‘portrait gallery’? of our

prominent bee KA They would be es-

o the '‘newlyeomes’?pecially interesting t
and those unablo to “attend tho yearly
meetings.—I am, &e.,

F, W. DUTCH.

Rakaia, 4/3/20.

| Modesty is a

ae failing with

beekeopers, friend D., but perhaps your

letter mightvinga few to Jight.—Ed. ]
* *

(TO THA SpITOH!)

Sir—In your February issue, Mr. J. E.
reoman gives an excellent deseriptionof

his method of rep

oeeeer
cases into

hives; but as far as judge his hives
will not bo interchangeable.with the stan-

dard hive in use in this country, which I
consider is a serious drawback, 1s sooner

or later the average beekeeper will have
trouble and delay it he purchases bees and
hives, To ayaldthis, knock your eases to

pieces, as described by Mr. Yeoman, then

eut all the side pieces exactly twenty
inches long (most benzine and kerosene
cases will be found to have sides about

21 inches in length). Plane the end pieces
down to 9% inches deep by 14 inches in

width, if not already this size, then before

nailing aD plate
them in a vise, and -eut

a rabbet a the top of ono of the long
Biel thee.‘ightby three-eighths for

the frames to rest upon, A Stanley ‘‘45’’

plane will bo found the best

foal
‘for this

hpurpose, emove from e and nail

together, having previously "anne the

side pieces to 91% inehes in width, Tben

nail W-inech pieces about two inches ia

width along the upper outsides of eac

super, having the edges level; these

pieces will be found useful forgripping
the hive when carrying, and will bring
the total width of hive up to 16 inches,

thy same as the standard ‘‘Allianco’’

hive. I do not consider that there is

any need in our mild climate to have

the sides double or one ineh thick all

the way down, as Mr. Yeoman advocates,
for | have often wintered bees without

loss in hives having only — three-cighth
sides: neither do IT consider if necessary

to go to the trouble of boring the end

pieces for hand grips, though they may
be nseful upon oecasions, When earrying,
a hive should always be gripped by the

sides and held end on to oneself; if car-

ried with a side next to oneself the combs

are Jiable to bo broken through being
shaken by the motion of the body when

valking. J will not make any comment

on Mr, Yeoman's covers and bottom-

boards, as they would be hard to improve
upon, When completed, the hivea should
be given at least two coats of good paint
of almost any colour except white, T have
tried practically all the white paints on

the market, and find they all chalk off
after a few years’ exposure to the weather,
--I] am, &e,,

A, W, WESTNEY,
Mangere, Auekland,
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(TO THE BDITOR,)

; U

gir—-Some time ago T had a visit from a
the Government heo inspector
boes had a

N.Z, BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL.

ploce, making things very uncomfortable;
just open up the top of your large smoker

nod work it up smartly till it almost or

, and as my|quite throws up flame I
j Fi : use sacks on

ad
ean

of foul-brood, || my smoker; cleaner than wood and not so

instructed me to get rid of it. [ followeq|hot; then holding i :

hiemetho lin your book, “Beekeeping t 1 ding if about on the level

m” in

in

strong solution of caustic potash made be
poiling a kerosene tin full of wood aghey
for one hour in a forty-gallon cop

The solution was so strong that it dis.

solved the paint off the hives and turneq

was very 3
-

a

prush, at the same timo completely disin

fecting everything. But I have decided

the! swing slowly

Per.| ways have two on commission,

of your eyes,
1

|

your heels for bit,
you will be pleasantly surprised.

Now, as to the ecarbolized cloth tf al-

These
were made of flour-bags when these were

limen, before Champion got to champion
the eause of the people too much. They

measure 29 in. by 24in.; mine are 10-frame
hives. I use Calvert ’s No. 5 carbolie acid

it is better to go in for new frames ani
Acid less pure makes the cloth very stiff,

hives; so I busy transferring.
as if it had a dressing of coal-tar,

then it has to be boiled out. When the

cloth is new or had been boiled ont on

soap, washed and dried, I saturate it in

this manner:-—I have two bottles just like

the full-grown beer-bottle in shape, only
a quarter of its size, holding about seven

ounces. Into each of these [I put on

teaspoonful of Calvert’s No. 5 ecarbolic

acid, and fill it up with water. Acid and

water do not combine, so [ shake it up.
The cloth is put into a billy to lie as

evenly as to thickness as possible on the

bottom; the bottle is imverted, and with

it open I sort of knead the cloth until

saturated. On a cloth new or just washed

and dried this operation has be re-

peated three or four times before the eloth

is just right—i.e., thoroughly wet, but not

and

«7 om trying hard to please
The inspector of tho bees,

Tam going through the boxes one

one;

tam dreaming of the money

T’ll be making out of honey
When the autumn leaves are falling

And tho winter’s come,

T’ll have to sell some wax

To pay my income tax,
And when Massey floats the next big

loan,
What I’m going to do to help New Zea-

land through—
T’ll lend the

ry

GovietSndlifon on my dripping. [ always have the little bottles

a di Y | ready with acid and water in, and when-
own! ever the cloth gets dry I wet it as above

deseribed. T never use a cloth dry; much
—I an, &e., more effestive when wet, and easier thrown

OR
on. And therein lies the secret of suceess:

.

throw the cloth on as svon as the cover

is off, before any of the bees can escape
to make a nuisance of themselves. T[ use

the cloth to eontrol or to subdue only,
often alone during the honey flow, and

have no trouble in finding the queen when

Kahikatca, Grey mouth, 18/2/20,

.

CARBOLIZED CLOTH.
[C do use it and do not use smoke; but

after the honey flow has just let up or

(10. THE, EDITGR:) ceased, when bees seem to bo more

.

;
< —. | numerous and more hot, smoke and car-

aoe oe
p

abperionies Rok?
‘S|

bolized eloth are a good combination, Mis-

is not. Water—very fine spray of course—| aes will, happen, but when TI leave

is largely used on the Continent of Europe,

especially in queen- rearing, LTused if a

great deal at one time, but do not par

ticularly like it. It has this advantage
over the smoke, that the queen cao be

found when fine spray is used, whereas

if you use smoke you stand very small

chanoco of finding the queen, To reduce &

savage hive to reason, T had on some occa

sions to reduce it to almost soup, and

that is awkward, although they soon dry
out, Before I go on T will make a couple
of romarks on smoke. Have the lougest
smoker possible; burns longer, —

|

css

likoly to set the house alight, and is more

elfoctiveat the subduing business, Some
times savage bees buzz around your veil

mm a cloud, and pursue you all over the

the eloth on a brood-chamber long enough
to stampede the bees and drive them out,

T consider that once more T have made

an ass of myself, and more than once I

have lost a good queen that way. On

nuclei T use earbolized cloth exclusively;
it does not excite. T keep my cloths in

an enamelled billy with a good lid. Notice

here that T do not use that unspeakable
atrocity, the mat, T was asked to write

an essay on the mat, but how ean I, when

the Editor will not allow me to swear? The

fault is entirely his, and T think he had

better write that essay himsef. Poor

Editor'—T am, &e.,

STEPHEN ANTHONY,

Coromandel, 9/2/20,
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Bees and Beemen of Old.

By BASIL H. HOWARD.

(Continned from February issue.)

Their stimulus to work is instinctivelowe
of gain and possession, Their work day 18
mapped out from dawn iill dark with its,

allotted yey wre sagaciois and
wise, for they always give a due period
to rest and reeuperation, and never venture

tasks,

far beyond +he hives in rainy weather. As

a further proof of thelr sagacity, if over-

taken by a wind storm, they ballast them-
selves with pebbles. Aristotle and others
remark on this. Tas any modern bee-

keeper ever noticed bees doing so in bad
weather? They sacrifice themselves to their
industry and the individual, intent on the
welfare of the community, bas no regard
for itself. You will see a bee give up
its last breath in an attempt to reach home

with its burden, even though the re.

Jinguishing of the load would allow jt to

reachShelter and renew its lease of life,
It is by these qualities that the permanence
of the race is seenred, The duration of
their life never exceeds Seven yearsAristotleextends the peiiod to nina or ton
years, Pliny remarks that their life js
very long, Zenerally about seven yearsnever more than tev, Some 100ile,however, ho rays, believe that if dead be8are kept under cover during the yi ter,©xposedto the sun in spring, and cherished

life again! gwoodashes, they will come to
Ped Bain! heir sovereign commander unique loyalty, vere

Ande

3 ietherround
and love,

Towds; often bear jj
shonlderg; jy battle

An

to sacrifice themseThese qualityes,
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source of
is or

Who conceived nature ary
erned by a Universal mind
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Tennyson addresses Vergil thus;that ;

universal mind
[ have het] ovey till Mow

of

bees.
the sequenee of Vergil’s
ancients could have beli
opens wide the eves,
oy

° ta

tra

the male) gather their
anc

Aristotle, wio mentions
Were found cn the cerinti:ns
on

their origin js divine, and th

iy

nor unnerve their bodies with the lan

y

| April , Ly

at v

share in world spiri
theythe

"life. Ja

erg)
1 all things ae
—or, if y

g all
preserving sou),|

i

Thon
moved by

ne all extendin

seest un Niversal Nature
”

the discnsgio)
generat

uot tollowedStrictlyileas. That the
eved as Vergil diy

3 y @ says in ghort.t is remarkable that bee
short:

the ancients’ ideas on the
In ths T have

lon uf

ove,
h

nor bring forth their
vail, but by themselves

| herbs.’’ This my
that

» On reels, an |
olives, Pliny, Writing one linndre |

years later, iS more modern in tone; his
discussion is somewhat lengthy, but in view
of the recent word
U think I m

y

war re cuddling drene:,
ay justly give it in full,

generation of bees has piven rise to much
| keen inqniry by

that bees ‘ave never been observed in
the act of coition. there are who

flowers with their mouths: others that the
bees are fertilised by 1 single male, the»

kein

bot
g of the swarm. (It Pliny had had a

tle, it wou'd have becn to his advantage o

had someone offered him 45, if he had had

Then
2 1)and brood over the cells, buzzing loudly

some ether.) Those who support this view
claim that the king is

the hive; toat he is of great size so that
he may be cqual to his task; that withont

him there i: no breedi:g; that the reat

of the femtrles acecomprny bim, not be

cause he is the king, but because he is

the male bac; this they say, gives weight
to the theory that the c:ones are brought
forth by a ‘l'ffcrent system of generation.
For how is it, possible that the wnion which
produces the ordinary bee shonld likewise

create imperfectly devel-ped bees as the

drones? The first theory seems nearer the

truth

Sometimes ~here are born at the
—

of the comb: larger bees, which drive ont

the others.
.fly (7); but how is it born if we grant the

truth of the first theory?
ever, is eertain—that bees brood as hens do.

There is first deposited something like &

little white worm, which lies on its sire in

the ce}, stieking to the wax-—(ye ancient
were

t
‘king’ is not deposited in egg form, but is

brought
colour of honey.
common ruck, drones ani! workers, 8

‘as they begin to form, they are ¢a

nymphs. Tf yon tear off their heads before

the

But then » diffienlty «arises.

bottom
(1).

This pest i» called the gad-

One thing, how-

8

close observers—nt times). 18

with wings, and is the

As fur tho others, the
oon

lel

forth

wings have formed, the other wes
mothers) greedily devour them,

as time pastes they nour in honeys
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to meeoy, teOFats rae Th ite seem, that “Mr. Page, a well- known editor

totth ety bie hae (aente tagaenomeoSVera,in
& note says that the egg de-

nues
uo |

velops in five luys into a grub, which sp

jembranethat Cn aneall emerge isk Maula oceoon anit teadinag a a
togethe id. te maa.of oni at tho |witieh in seven or tight days hatches ints

gobioe
oe

ri ted hives with.
.:

le nyttperfect insest. As he does not mention

who
co struc Walls of | whether this is the worker, drone or

at,cnaprrenthorn,
|

(Now, : Wonder} tale it pee the worker is

meant)
vation hive Pas equinefa 46 Cf Pliny

1

several "cingsare produced tant there be

The period of xn

"H ld b 5 (to“hve) la shortage. When these reach maturity
ays.

(2 do not

vees % ite C3 Phoy,|the warst are by common consent picked

5g.0 not expect ‘a ; th explain away | out and slaughtered.’? =. mu

0
for Pliny.

these fi ures:
but I she point out, how So much for the nature of bee

5

ever impertinent and pr'sumptious it may i (To be continued.)
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a Clie ns :

Beekeepers’Exchange,—«,,
WANX®D_ (for a len). sera,

30 Colonies and Appliances, in Can-

ae terbury. [Particulars to

ADVERTISEMENTSon this Page will be | Cc. J. CLAYTON,

inserted at the rate of 3/- per 36 words
Paeli Forest

per insertion. |
se

SALE, Fifty to Sixty COLONIES

of rom5 guaranteed free of disease; also]
® z = 8 W A x.

several ewl. BEESW VAX,
y

G. J. PINK, Obau. | [ama Buyer in Large or Small Quan-
tities, railed to Christchurch. Cheque on

receipt of Wax. State price asked and

WANTED TO PURCHASE, = Sniili| auantity.
HONEY EXTRACTOR. State price and|

Neenee LEEEEEEEEEEENSEENEEEEEEEEeeen

C. J. CLAYTON,
make to

m

. J. WITNEY, |
Peel Forest.

Cunningham’s, Feilding. |
}

.

:

f
Sensible Educated Woman  wishe

APIARY FOR SALE, consisting of|
have PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE on Bee

about Ninety Hives on stands in 13-frame

Hives, walevtight:roofs; Engine Extracting| return for board and Jodging, or for small
Plant, Tanks, FoundationMilis, Wax,

salary to cover the same. Address
Frames, al} usual apiary sundrics.

Pe

Particularg write Miss C. F. NEWHOOK,

J. M. RUSSELL,
South Featherston.

c.”}arm next season. Will give services in

Patetonga, via Morrinsville.

NOTICE TO BEEKEEPERS, WANTED (for Coming Season), POSTE

=n TION as Cadet in Commercial Apiary;
I have ‘ESTABLISHED a Commercial advertiser has had little experience. Apply

Apiary on Riverbank Terrace, Waihi, and stating wages
intend establishing Outyards shortly.

A. SIMPSON. | DB. A. HALL, Pembroke.

DO NOT WORK WITH OBSOLETEKNIVES.

HAGERTY’S PATENT No. 40726 STEAM CAPPING KNIFE.

If IS A PLEASURE TO THE APIARIST.

Steam Knife,completewith Gan and Tubing, Orsandjoy. abn Bal' an Will c iy .

posted to any part of N.Z, Price, 40/- ii. gop

Can and Tube, 5/: extra. Workmanship Guaranteed

WILLIAMHAGERTY- Electrician - WINTON.
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Demonstration of HONEY RE-

the Field Day at Ruakura

one of the three

tomatically
f the

At the

DUCERS at

on February 4th

Machines competing got rid au

of the whole of its slumgum, both o

others having still between the tubes the

whole of the solid matter they had left

last. only

from the combs melted.

Readers scarcely need to be told that

the BARTLETT-MILLER MACHINE was

completely empty of all solid matter when

the demonstration was over. It was the

only one with a practical method of dump-

ing slumgum by the mere release of a

lever. that resulted in a complete clearance

of the melting spaces. NO HITCH AND

NO TROUBLE.

device of cooling the honey

but

As to the

before it

the B-M. REDUCER even thought such a

device necessary—at least to judge by the

leaves the machine, none

total absence of all such arrangement on

the others exhibited.
{

That these Reducers are miles ahead of

all competitors was amply proved, and it

is abundantly evident that all competitors
are merely io the experimental Stages

which B.-M. passed years ago; in fact,
some of the ideas held by our competitors
are amusing, not to say ridiculous.

One Reducer that had on other oceasions
been demonstrated wag not even heated
up, although on the spot, WHY? Was
it because the B.-M, Machine go completely
knocked it off its feet last year?

To

solidly

show prospective purchasers how
built the BARTLETT-MILLER

REDUCERS really are, an amnsing episode

of the Ruakura Demonstration will well
bear repeating. The steam leads were all
attached to the row of machines, and the
farm portable boiler was blowing off at

S5 lbs. pressure, when it was proposed jto

test the fixing of the rubber hoses before

the crowd arrived. Mr. B.-M. was (very
carefully) standing on the steam outlet

hose that led away from his own machine,
thus preventing any eseape of pressure
from the Reducer, This of course resulted

in the litthe BOOSTER Machine that was

being used taking the full pressure of

85 Ibs. of steam. As it was then covered

over with a bag to avoid a start at rob-

bing by the Farm bees, nothing was de-

tected just at the time, especially as all

hands were busy replacing the rubber

hoses which had been blown off the boiler

steam supply pipe; but when the bag was

removed the sight that met the eye was

one to make a cat laugh! That pressure

had bulged out the tubes as fat as the

most luscious sausage I ever saw, and the
roar of laughter that went up from the

crowd was enjoyable. It certainly looked

to those who didn’t know the B,-M. in-

vention, that the BOOSTER was a total

and complete wreck, But when they saw

B.-M. just press the tubes bael again into

shape, and proceed with the demonstration

as though nothing had occurred, their jibe

at the accident took a sudden change to

admiration at the adaptability of the Re-

ducer in overcoming so readily and com

pletely what, on the faee of it, appeared
irretrievable ruin, However, the same

machine is now at the Rualura |Apiary,

left there at the request of the officials for

demonstration purposes, until the stress of

orders allows us to send them one without



a
N.Z, BEEKEEp

r -

79
But just at ’

pint
of damage.

é & aes hee
att to conduct the steam from bo;i

ie very best a ee

ee _ _
£ thig ducer; and we Four sei mae

to Re-
8

A
ve ¢ se ir

¢

senc is toit r of man could have devised. Ask oy that no two operators _ =
too, but

gill
-

ed a simil

paitor length, and too short a length is da
c

now caught up on orders, and|
ov: Tebber hove can be purchased at

We are any store. Price of Boiler
:

on Tail at a few days’ notice, cony

van piace rail is 22/6,
Bite on

ave been fortunate in procuring a|
2

f skilled labour, and lj
we | As there is a growing lem: f

iable supply © § demand for the
: . Wax anrel

4 on the profit-sharing basis, a -. Honey Separators apart from the
| duce 6 als

ane aSia
that must soon become world-wicle,|

» We are also prepared to supply
method

, the Separators alone at 25/- each, As

act measgure-

ly on the part of ladies, in fixing ment in these Separators, we know

aa for any kind of Reducer, yi

WP 10%putting out an oil-drum boiler

a a separate water supplypipe for

fillingthe boiler, without touching the steain| Note.—Unless made to exact measure-

eupply pipe to the Reducer. All that the | ments, the Separator will not work gatis-

operator need supply is the rubber hose | factorily.

there is apparently a difficulty, par
there is a lot of detail in ex

As

that

nobody without our special plant for

making them can compote with this ETice,

THETHOROUGHWORK APIARIES IS NOW A COMPANY. CLIENTS WILL

MUCH ASSIST US IF THEY WILL ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO

Thoroughwork Apiaries,

KIHIKIAI!.
AND ADDRESSING TO MEMBERS OF THE FIRM ONLY CORRESPONDENCE

OF A PRIVATE NATURE.

Reducerswith Separatorfree on Rail Te Awamutu:
BABY: 5 cwt. per day... = se = £412 6

BOOSTER: 10 cwt. per day.. Fe ma a £5 5 0

BOON: 15 cwt. per day... be, ae e £6 6 0

EFFECTIVE: 1 ton per day.. a Ot ar ree GO

GLUTTON: 3 tons per day.. vile ay .. £16 0 0

WAX & HONEY SEPARATOR ONLY . is £1 8 0

BOILER ONLY.. <a e x es yes
i 2 <@

Please include exchange on cheques and railage if yours is a Flag Station.

THE PROPRIETORS,

ThoroughworkApiaries,KIHIKIHI.
| ADVT. |
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Honeyfor EXport
WE ARE CASH BUYERS

Of New Zealand Government Graded Honey,

packed according to Regulations, at

FULL CASH PRICES

equivalent to the highest values obtainable in

*

the Overseas Markets.

Payments made within 48 hours of the

time the Honey is graded.

Write, telegraph, or call on us for further

particulars.

A.5.PATERSON&Co.,Ltd.,
No.1 CustomSt. West,Auckland.

TelegraphicAddress: ASPASIA,’AUCKLAND.

Mephetri de
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NewZealandCo-operativeHoney
ProducersAssoc.,Ltd,

(H.P.A.)

Head Office : Postal Address ; Box 1293, Auckland,

Ss

Telegraphic Address: ‘‘

Bees, Auckland,”

SUGAR.

Owing to the existing shortage of sugar for the Dominion, Beekeepers generally
are anxious in regard to their supplies for Winter and Spring Feeding,

We have approached the Board of Trade on behalf of the industry, and there is

2 probability that we shall be able to organise for the requirements of our Share-

nolders, and perhaps for Beekeepers generally.

If you are likely to require supplies, it will be absolutely necessary for you to

writ2 us at once and advise:—

1. Number of Colonies to be fed.

2. Period for which Bees require feeding.

3. Estimated quantity to be fed per hive.

4. Total estimated quantity of sugaa required from April to December.

(Presumably during some months larger quantities may be required than other

months.)

As far as possible the Board of Trade will provide us with White Sugar, but

it is quite likely that in order to meet the position we shall have to accept a portion
of brown sugar, which has been successfully fed this Winter and Spring to Bees in

many districts,

Beekeepers in their own interests should communicate with us promptly, other-

wise supplies may not be obtainable later on.

BEESWAX.
We are Buyers of Good, Clean Beeswax in any quantity, from anybody and

from anywhere. Write us stating quantity available, and we will advise whexe

to send it. We give highest cash prices, aud can do with several tons for the

coming season,

BEEKEEPERS’ SUPPLIES.
: 2 hold

advised by us and get in early. Prices are going up. At es we
:

ocks of Hives, Frames, Extractors, Colonial Foundation and American Foun

also Beekeepers’ General Requisites.

Be

large st

dation:

WRITE US EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT LATER ON.

NewZealandGo-op.HoneyProducers’Assn.,Ltt.
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BEESWAX.
We want unlimited quantities of Beeswax for

Comb Foundation making. If you have any for

sale we will take it, and offer 2/5 per Ib. on rail or

steamer any part of the Dominion. —Write us for for-

warding instructions and address tags, We pay cash

within forty-eight hours of the arrival of the wax.

ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD.,
P.O. BOX 572

= = DUNEDIN.

Telegrams: “Brickell,” Dunedin.

Manufacturers of Beekeepers’ Supplies.

ee e

1919-1920

PRICES OF ITALIANQUEENS.
One or Two. Threo or Four. Five or more than F

7/- each. 6/- each. 5/6 each,

Colour Range of Workers Guaranteed Leather Three-banded to Golden Fc

banded.

TERMS.—Nett cash with order; Cheques to have exchange added.

Any Queen arriving dead replaced free if cage is rcturned unopened.

NOTES.—Experience in this district shows that it is risky to introduce fer’

Queens while swarming cells are general in the hives. Many are killed by the be

and the majority are reduced to the size of virgins, not being fed by the becs
allowed to lay for many days. Some Queens during this period are ill-treated
the bees, and, though eventually accepted, may be injured. lSBefore and after :

swarming season most Queens are accepted at once, and laying freely very s¢

after being liberated from the cage,

In addition, peda
can

LES.
on getting the very best of Queens after {

general swarming seasonis o

li Queens coe from is picked Breeding Queens, in hives specia
selected for the building of good queen cells, no such hivo being allowed to fe
more than 16 cells at a time.

No Queens from indiscriminate swarming cells are sent out,

POSTAL ADDRESS:

J. H. TODD,Renwicktown,MARLBOROUGH.TPeinbedbyby Bison:Sou & Co, Lut.,

Duytodin,for theNLZ]Bo We'

i i Meolkeopers’Association,and"Publishedby KF,O, Baines, Kati Kati, April Ist, 1920,
ae


