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ITALIANQUEENSAND NUCLEI.
Safe Arrival Guaranteed.

All Orders Supplied in Rotation.
a

ars

PRICE LIST, 1919-20.

Untested 7/6 Each Tested 17/6 Each

Select Untested  10/- Each Select Tested 20/- Each

Nuclei with Untested Queen 25/- each. Containing two, three or four

frames, according to time of delivery.

TERMS.—CASH WITH ORDER. CHEQUES TO HAVE EXCHANGE ADDED.

Postal Address; M. SHEPHERD,Southbrook, Canterbury.

NICHOLAS’FOUNDATIONFACTORY.
BEESWAX WANTED

In Large or Small Lots to keep our Up-to-date Foundation

Factory going at top speed.
_

The capacity of our Electric

Power Plant has been greatly increased for 1919,

Highest SPOT CASH Price paid for Beeswax.

Foundation made up at 8d. per Ib, or on Shares.

NICHOLAS, 4 CALEDONIAST., HAWERA.

Don’t Forget
Qur Store when anything is wanted in the shape of

BEE MATERIAL.
Full supplies of all Beekeepers’ Requisites kept in stock. Honey Tin

Agents for Alliance Box Co. and for

Benton's Capping Melter.

REMEMBER! If it’s for Bees, we have it.

PLUMBERS, TINSMITHS

H. BEALE & CO: LTD, and IRONMONGERS,

P.O. Box 129. Phone 62. MASTERTON, WAIRARAPA.

BAYOFPLENTYCOMBFOUNDATIONFACTORY
BEESWAX WANTED, in large or small lots to keep our Modern Foundation

Factory going. Sell us your Wax, or let us make it up for you at sd. per Ib,
Now, Bay of Plenty Honey Producers, no need to send your

,;
; ; r Wax a long distance

when you can get it made up right here. Send your W
:

i

. xX al ‘lis:
appointment. Every Sheet guaranteed,

y Me SBE SRY AD. ATO §

Excell & Mallam,
Comb Foundation Makers,

OPOTIKI

Manufacturers.

7 7

ALEXANDERBRR LL LSQRIRRY

WELLINGTON,NEW ZFALAND
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EDITORIAL | On the question of apiary boundaries

a
j there is bound to be a great deal of dis-

; cussion, and as the Editor’s suggestions
SS ee. are to be used. as a basis for discussion

Our mind is now chiefly concerned with of this matter, it would be as well to

the goming Conference aud the business| tefine our position, as it is rather a

to bo transneted thereat, and we are aj Peculiar anomaly that the proposals of

little in doubt as to whether the forenoon! one who has been against legislation on

sossions will give sufficient time for the the matter should be taken as a basis.

full discussion of the weightier matters. If one is against a certain proposal, why

Tho chief matter to be dealt with is the
asaist in any way to get it carried?

appointment of more apiary inspectors The Editor is responsible to bis readers

and tho more vigorous enforeement of the} and the industry generally for what he

Aplarios Act, aud we are sure there will] advoeates or not, and the Journal is the

bo no division of opinion on this serious} medium through whieh all matters relating

quostion. to the industry are discussed. A certain
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8

nvineed that theie SenEe canker ae

os re.
co és ected. There ¢ of schebeekeopers are : otec: | °

‘ nmesnumber, of
i for their Pr hat have been started whilst they havoind is

require
ae to|t ; aya a a Commiteewas SE been in office, and it is only fair to thom

meet tho Government officialsant
these | that they should seo them carried through,

he diffienlty.  °

‘}Mr. Rentoul has done excellent work fo)me atm

slaiaes‘tn the Editor's per eratesthe Association ani industry, and It ig q

opinions, were not practicn cee: But] faet that at a critical period of the Aggy.
the matter was no further a ene weld elation’s existence ho was mainly respon-
the question was still a Le i “Editor'ssible for preventing  shipwueelk, Mr.
a numbor of beekeepers, and ne rae te Allan is known and respected from ong

duty was to recognise Ce eatin. was}end of the Dominion to the other—keey
private opinion was that et iden of On tho industry, and keen on getting the

impracticable, It Migaes. Hee we [very Sect Retin Cavsthe back eenei:
ing what we could

to

assis
ab

sateOn suggestions that are to be taken
as a basis for discussion, Whether any

thing of value will result remains to

It takes some time for a newly cleeter|
man to get a thorough grasp of the matters
in hand, and as far as we can see, unless

seen, but wo learn that at least one the mocting discloses any matter that in-

Branch las authorised its delegate to vanedicates a change of directors should be

for their adoption. We feel it is necessarymade, we hope the presont directorate wil)

jo explain our position, as we have bee" |stand,

aceused of inconsistency on this matter.

*

* » s

We have received a sample of beeswax
that was purchased by a firm, which, on

being subjected to the usual aleohol test,

proved to be adulterated. The wax looks

very like the genuine article, but has
.

5
» | rd

i

"

; Wo under-
sed in this matter, and we hope th rather a shiny appearance

Saec | will rakeit plain to the |stand the firm is Pee ere.
the vendors.

Mini he » have a genuine case for vast year wo were shown o sample of aMinister thet wo Uae ae
large purchase made in the Waikato. This

* * .

There can be no two opinions on
question of the necessity of getting the
freight on honey carried by the railways

reduced. Beekeepers have too long been

Suniderasign. .

was beautifully moulded, and to the ordi-

Bt
a

r

nary person would appear as a splendid
The Conference is open to all thos’}gample. But to an experienced beekeeper

interested in the industry, whether mem-|jt Jooked a little too shiny. is was

bers of the National or not, and they are tested in our presence. at the Ruakura
invited to take part in the discussions; Apiary, and was decidedly adulterated.
but it must be distinctly understood thal Phe wax was returned to the purchaser,
only financial members of the National who demanded his money back, and, of
and its Branches can propose any motion

coyrge, got it.
or vote on any question. It would be “We would warn our readers to be vory
obviously unfair to those who subseribe epreful in buying way from wotlonstian
to the funds of our Association if others

|heekeepers, because if a man bought «

who do not assist us in any way had the/qnantity of this adulterated stuff and
same power of exercising votes on maticrs| mixed it with his genuine wax for foun-
that perhaps entail the expenditure of our} qatjon making, it would mean scrious loss.

funds.|
We suggest prosecution as the best means

of stopping this stuff getting on the

market,

* * *

The Editor will be away. from home

from the Ist to about the 19th inst, Any
lofters relating to the Conference to be

addressed e/o Y.M,O,A,, Christehurch.

*

« * :

We shall be very glad if those who are

gifted in any way and could contribute
items ai the socia] evening would inform
the Secretary, so that a programme of

music could be arranged.
*

woe

* **

The Honey Producers’ Association
Adjourned Annual Meeting being hel
at the Y.M.C.A, Hall on Tuesday,
the 8th inst., at 2 pm, will no
doubt attract a Jarge number of share.

holders. We believe there is a chance
of Major Norton, of the Bristol and Do-
minions Producers’ Association, being
present, as he is now on his journey to

* * -

We very much regret to inform our

readers that as the printers have had to

agree to a considernble advance on tho

wages of {heir compositors, the cost of

producing the Journal has inereased to

such an extent that it will be neeessary
to inerense the cost to our subseribers;
and the matter will be submitted to Oon-

frrence for consideration,

‘New Zealand. As the marketing of our

honey in England is one of vital import
ance, the presence of the Major would
allow a full discussion, and we should be
able to get first-hand information on this

tlor. Mach Juspiration fldws divine,

: okay aay thonta aneeRWe note the two retiring director yp

eee

oF an nt,

Messrs. J, Rentoul and Allan:Withontpa On eanaS le he moon Of AD

in any way disparaging the other zentlo.
men who are seeking election, we hope

shill
Commninds success ind always will
When septie forms of cold mature,
Persist with Woods' Groat Peppermint Cyrpe,
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~ Market Reports.

The Director of the Horticulture Divisio)
has received from the apiary instructors
the following reports concerning the honey
crop prospects:—

Auckland.—The weatber in April has
been somewhat cold, indicating an early

There is nothing further to re-

port in regard to prices, which remain un-

changed. Large quantities of honey are

now arriving at thle grading store for ex

port.—G. V. Westbrooke.

Obristehurch and Dunedin.—There js

little fresh to report Extracting is

finished, and consignments for export ar

now comi forward. The retarns lmy

varied considerablythroughout the dis

trict) es are firm. Bulk honey is

quoted at Sd. to 10d.; sections, to 12/1)

per dozen. Beeswa x ig in strong demand,

and sales are beingeffected at 2/6 pei

Ib.—E, A. Earp.

Tho High Commissioner for New Zealand

in London cabled the following on 17th

April:—‘‘Honey market very dull. At

his week's public sale 636 packages were

offered, including 50 New Zealand, and al)

were withdrawn. Broker’s idea of valueof New Zealand honey is 80- te 85/-.’

Honey. Offered, Sold.
Australian ihe is a AT7 0

Californian 608 0

Ouban a - #y 84 0

pronoun
ts ae ie 2 0

Jamai ed mS a 645 5

New"“alanoy ws ie 320 20"

St. Lu 16 6

Salv ar (drums) 10 0

San Domingo 252 0

*

Sold privately:
In view of. the position of sugar, opera-

tors in auction were strangely apathetic,
many of those present apparently holding
a watching brief, as bids were almost ab
sent. <A little business was done after
the sales at between the limits and bids
made in rooms, but tho total volume of

sales was almost negligible; 477 eases Aus

tralian were taken out at 75/-, at which

prico business has been done privately;
708 cases Californian wore retired at 110/

limit being about 105/-; 84 easks Cuban

wero taken out without mention of price,
and the samo applied to 127 eases Hono.

lulu and 252 casks San Domingo, Of New

Zoaland, 820 eases offered, and 20 sold

privately at 105/- for white set. Six cases

amber set St, Lucia realised §7/-, Of

Jamaica, G45 barrels offered, but nothing
sold publicly; but we understand that sub-

saquently salos were made at between L00/-
and 110/- for yellowy sugary to pale set—

“The Chomist and Druggist,’? 14/2/20.
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Work for the Winter Months.

[NOTE.—These questions are intended
to form a programme for discussion at the
winter mectings of the Branches. ]

52. How is a nue leus worked until it be-
,

comes a colony?
. What might lead to the balling of a

queen?
54. What is the width of the passage

usually left by bees—

(1) Between sealed brood combs;
and

(2) Between sealed honey combs?

55. What can be done to hasten the clus-

tering of a swarm

56. What are the utilities of queen ex-

cluders, and the drawbacks involved
in the use of them?

57. What are the advantages and disad-

vantages of working for extracted

honey instead of section honey

58. For what purposes is it advised that
a queen’s wing should be elipped, and
when and how is the operation per-
formed?

59, Show how an ordinary lever lid tin

may be adopted for use as a feeder.

GO. If drones are not evicted from a hivo
in the autumn, what is to be in-

ferred?

61. What should be observed when exam-

ining a hive of bees with a view to

purchase?

District Reports.

TARANAKT,

[I had hoped to attend Conference and

to offer myself for election to the HUP.A,

directorate this year, but circumstances

have arisen which make it impossible for

me to do so.

Mr. Gilling asks that eandidates ex-

press their views on Mr, Allan's proposed
system, and as [I hopo to be a candidate

next year, a few remarks may not be out

of place.
T have already expressed an opinionon

Mr, Allan's scheme in last month’s notes,
but IT would add:—The tendency of co-

Operative concerns is an extravagance of

staff and working expenses. Mr, Allan’s

scheme would be a decided step in that

direetion, and if T am ever elected to the

Board would use my influence for the

prudent management of the Company! S

affair
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e f¢hose

Reo raw sugar, wish some of |

Taranaki
about it boiling out of

have something to say 1

me stand the lot.
'?

seems to have

Just as well, P

{ have to define
thle better half ¢

you fed your
ind you

were

we

behind it.

Editor, that you do no

‘owe’? (it might be su

yourself), Tlowever, perhaps t oO

lo
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placed upon the Associationthe responsi.

back me UP dility of ronning this aplary. {8 estah.

fellows who ean oe

ee would/ lishment is delayed bys the Covernmayt
the com

a ting | quéen-rearing apiaries being in distriets in.
instead of a

o|

fected with fire blight. This is a form
Phat editorial PM

disonse, which bees may carry from oj
a whole army

Mr.| fruit tree to another. "?

ceessful one, The finanees are satigtae.
ry. The membership is 387, but we are

ld it does not stand there. Foul-brooq

The report tells of a full year and a

raw sugar at a drier period, am ea,
:g When [ com

heads one of the chapters, and lends tocortainly in n drier distriet.
{to think of it, it was in the }
the mountain where I bad the most

avd that district has a much dnrge!
fall than the Bditor’s late district. nee, | i

Wishing you all a successtnl ( onference.
H. R, PENNY.

Okaiawn, 16/5/20, ‘

HAWKE'S BAY.

Box hives are anathema! With

effort to obtain a full stafl of inspectors
these hives and foul-brood will reece?

much discussion. Are box hives really :

great a curse as tree hives?

hive we know about, we can point to

These ‘‘no mansseveral hives in trees.

bees’? are as likely as box bives to harbour

{he} psx

of the past two or threo seasons, tho erop
being somewhere about half of last gea-

s}son’s total, late frosts and cold wintry
Por one boX| weather up to January being responsible

for this,

the hope of extra inspectors. And the

rain | Benerval meetings and field days are mon.
;

tioned in terms of enthusiasm and appre
ation,

is

J.P. BOYLE,

MALVERN.,

Tho honey season in this district has
inned out somewhat below the averige

One result of this dearth of white clover
is that the bees travelled into the hillsdisease, and more likely to spread it. Any-
and gathered a Jarge quantity of manuluone robs these nnowned honey nests and

leaves comb, putrid or otherwise, scattered | h

d

oney. Manuel of this is unextraetable, so

IT have just let it alone and put it back onall around.
‘ :

:

the hives for winter stores. I do not

Some orchard insects seem to be getting
immune to sprays. This past season oul

ILB, bees verily ate smoke up. We wel

come visitors who desire an introduction
to them, but nmst mention that local hee-

keepers wonder whether steel] armour

would not be a greater boon than metal

combs, A veteran, hardened to stings anil

scornful of gloves, described his pets this

t

think there will be any (danger of the

bees starving before next season,

Tam glad to see that the National is

taking up the foul-brood. question in

earnest, and I think it is quite time some-

hing was done about if. There is not
much fun in one struggling to combat this

scourge when the district is full of it, and
season as “‘robbiug like fun and stinging] so-called beekeepers do nothing. A diseased
like fury.

ml
out-apiary has just been planted within a

nile or so of me, and extracted at the
Since last notes, we have had a demon- : . ats , :demo-|

ond of March, everything being done in
stration. The weather was southerly, wit!

the open; robbers galore, &e! Exportscattered showers; but there was a vroup : . sath :

something doing in the spring!of interested beekeepers. The programme,
however, mostly comprised of indoor ite ms,
and kept us busy with extraetiug sani
frame and box-making, and with fixing a

hive for winter, Various combs with dit-
ferent points of interest were shown, and
anything of value freely discussed, Tho
hive was made from a benzine ease, and
this and the procedure leading to a finished

frame was well criticised, In fixing the
nive for winter, all points of practical
value were explained, many of them wy

thought of except by long-establishes|
apiarists. Our host put the full stop to
the demonstration with a box of Juseions
pears. The orthodox vote of thanks was
at onee forgotten, but the treatment the
frnit received would no doubt convey {}o| 1
appreciation of those present,

;

c

J, &. YEOMAN,

The DepotSystemof

HandlingHoney.

(TO TITE EDITOR.)

Sir,—In your lust two issues appears
an article by Mr, James Allan on the depot
system and eritieisms thereon, one corres-

vondent suggesting “that the election of
lireectors to fill the occurring yaeancies on

the Board should he influenced by theWo cull this item from f10 ne anual re-} epi ‘Ul re-|attitude of candidates towards the proort:—‘Our Association has en
4

;P been jn. posals in that article,terested in the proposed formation at Aya-|¢ .
Lest the attitude

MW the Bonurd on this matter should betaki of a small apiary for demoustra ti

” at 1S
i

purposes. The Director of Wortienltyy,ee TAA [ wish to briefly state the
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First, with regard to local commitiec| n conelusion I would like to sugvest to

management, I must confess that so far ¢|sharebolders that their choice of direetors
nave seen no reason for supporting thig| should not be solely influenced by

proposal. Tf the fruit-growers make the| depot system. It is not the largest of the

system a success, the possibility of its ap. problems that the Association has to face,

plication.to our industry could then be en.|—L am, &e.

quired into. JOHN RENTOUL,
Cheviot, May 14th, 1920,

Second, with regard to the depot system, . ‘

the Board does not consider that the adop.
tion of this system is a ‘‘sine qua non,’’

They ‘believe, however, that the great im-

provements which can be made in — thie

handling of shareholders’ honey by that

method fully justifies a trial, especially
when a trial can be made at little cost,

Wo necessarily have a store and depot at

Auckland, and if is also necessary to have

one in the South Island for packing for

ratail and the handling of supplies. To

utilise these stores for receiving is an

easy matter. If a trial of the system does
not prove successful, there will be no «if.

culty in reverting to the present methods,

But the depot system promises this:—

*

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—Mr. Gilling, in the last issue of the
Journal (page 87), asks for the views of
those of our members who have
selves forward for election on the diree-
torate of the A. in June next with

respect to the innovation of reveiving
liquid honey at o central depot in instal-
ments, in stead of in a

put up for export,

As one of those seeking a seas on the
directorate of the iLP.A., T am glad of
the opportunity thus offered to state my

views.
First, it should ve tried in a limited

More sanitary conditions in handliv| way, say, in Aucklaul for one season be-

and evadinghoney. The present|fore going into, it largely for the whole

grading stores are highly objection. | Dominion, and the experience gained
able.

_

would be an indication as to its further

Better and quicker grading—The neces- adoption.

sity of grading every tin as at pre-
sent is making it very difhienlt to

get grading «lone in anything like

reascuable time, and affeets the As-

sociation’s flnance and payments to

suppliers.

puc them-

granulated state

Second, It should be optional with some

beekeepers, for the reason they may be
so situated, it would be a great expense
to get the return of empties in time for
the extracting, whereas tins and cases

could always be provided some time be-
forehand tor the possible erop in remote

Opportunitiesfor blending and getting a places,unitorm grade,

Better all-round packing, and thus avoid

losses that are occurring in ship-
ment,

:

Third, locked cream cans containing 225

pounds of honey might be used by those
who could afford them; but it should also
be permissible to use serew-cap 60 Th,
tins—two to a case. These could be reé-
turned as emptied, and used ugain and

again, and, if necessary, employe finally
for export honey.

Prompt payments to suppliers, and the
convenience if means toe preducers
to get their produet away promptly.

The cost of the Company packing as

against the producer doing it im his spare
time has been mentioned, but this remains

to be seen. It is a facet, however, that

the heavy charges dsecurring in the grad-
ing stores under the present system will be

avoided.

Whilst dealing with the subject of liquid
honey for packing depots, and admitting
that every effort is naw being made io
bring about a larger Dominion demand
for our produce at enhaneed prices.
think some steps should be taken to in-

quire more closely as to how ouc export
honey is dealt with, so that we siould

teap the benefit of ths high English prices,
their use compulsory. Personally, I con-

Tt is common knowlolge that members of
sider converted benzine tins in a strong

the HLP.A, are only receiving a sraall aq-
rough case sufficient. Indeed, by the use

vance on honey supplied, whilst W.P.Ay
of these, if blending becomes advisable, aud other honeys in England are tetching
the whole of the honey at one depot tor|

tom 2/6 to 3/- jer pound retail, Now,

wu season could, if cCesired, be blended. how is this differenve aceounted for? T

This could be done by suppliers using sulli- think members are entitled to sng the
ciont of these tins for a season's crop,|°OStS per ton of honey from the time it

when they could be stored in a warm room| !¢&vesNew Zealand until it reaches the re-

at the depot until dealt with, the tins
tailer’s hands in England per medinm of

being returned for the next season. Also,
the B, and D,

in the event of the general adoption of the

The use of cream cans and their cost is

montioned; but while some may find them
most suitable, it is not necessary io make

Briefly stated, tha praducers here re-

system, L think after trial that the num-|ceive an advance of £56 per ton, and the
her of depats required would be few, For;same honey is soll over the counter in

oxumplo, probably one only for the East
| England at 3/- per Ib., or £836 per ton—

Coast of the South Islane

ae
times the amount of the advance re-woukl be re-

quired, ceived by us. What is the remedy? T
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esa) that
fim ol

5

would suggest (and if electedPr
an investigation be made Pea © of ou

accountants in Bngland ov be a +e Wun
organisation as to how our MT AR direc:
dealt with, and reported fully to

‘i aan Be
tors for consideration, and then p ae ‘iol
fore all the members of out Agsoviai tion.

‘he

Some years ago I urged upen the ee
directors the advisability of appa de
someone in England ro watch our ead
and which onr agreement with the B,

oth
D. provides for, but it did not mect Wl

their approval.

The time will come—and

shortly—when wo ean have oul
branch depot in England to deal with ex
port honey, for the purpose of securing
full market values, for it must be obvious

that the commissions wow paid for thie

sale of export honey would go a long why
to pay expenses in connection therewith.

Europe before the war, and England m

particular, drew the bulk of its sugar
supplies from France, Germany, Russia and

Austria in tho form of beet sugar, but now,

owing to the ravages of war, sugar beo!s

have greatly gone out of cultivation, and

for years to come sugar will be dear and

in demand, henco the price of honey will

be maintained as long as there is a sugar

shortage.
The question is, are we as producers of

one of the finest honeys in the world,

getting the full market price for our pro-

duce, and this, if elected, I intend to make

it my business to find ovt.—I am, &c.,
J. S, COTTERVLL,

Manawaru, Te Aroua, 17/5/20.
* * * @

(TO THD EDITOR.)

Sir,—On the matter of a new system
of grading being adopted, there can be
no doubt that if the dairy factory system
could be adopted, it would simplify mat-

hope
own

ters very much; but in the light of our’

experience when this was tried, even just
for a district receiving depot, the result
was not satisfactory. Just one failure of
a delivery of tins either for export or local
markets would cripple any receiving store
for a season, as the tank holding, say, ten

tons, could not be emptied, the supplicrs’
cans could not be emptied and returned,
the honey in them would be granulating
all the while, necessitating handing and
heating before they are ready for return
all of which adds to the expense, This iv nc
conjecture, but actual experience gained
in the Normanby Receiving Depot, Thora
is a further obstacle—that of catering for
the men who are ‘‘way back,’?
there are difficulties of oither earting or

shipping. The depot system would be of
very little use to me, as I am twenty mileg
from the railhead, and my honey js gony
by boat, and has to be transhipped,

7

should be very chary of sending my pe.
in returnable cream eans, as T would neyep
know when they would arrive home

psn,

There are others that are quite as badly
situated as myself, to whom tho

where

factory
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system would not be of the slightest uge,
oven if it were practicable. I should very

much like to see 2 scheme evolved whereby
the graders could, instead of opening 200

cases testing and grading each tin, simply
test and grade the 10-ton vat, and the
whole of the tinning and packing done

y
the depot. On paper it seems not a

very difficult problem, but judging from

my experience,When dealing with the erop
of under twenty suppliers, the thing igs
not practicable. With a depot receiving
the erop of a hundred suppliers, the diffi-

culty of handling if as it arrives would be

enormous, even with a large staff, We

tried onee to ‘beat the clock’’ in filling
and packing 2-Ib. tins for the local trade

by having two tanks, each containing
close on two tons, one man filling, the
other pressing the lids, filling the cases,
nailing, and branding ready for market,
We were successful in completing 25 cases

(just 1144 tons), working from 8 a.m, to

5 p.m. Before starting the next day it was

necessary to fill the tanks again with the

honey from the heating chamber, and re-

fill the Jatter. Then all the emptied tins

had to be cleaned and made ready for

further uso, and in the meanwhile honey
from suppliers was being received, necessi-

tating checking and weighing, and whilst
that was being dono other work was stand-

ing still.

I just give this as an ilustration of
what work is entailed in 9 receiving depot,
not with tho idea of throwing cold water

on the scheme, but that actual experience

s

|

on similar lines to those proposed may be

given. One might argue that with a larger
staff the difficulties shown would not

occur, but a large stafl would very soon

cat up all the benefits obtained by co-

operative organisation; and in any case

there would not be sufficient work
for a large staff during quite six months
of the year. Towever, if those who are

advocating the change can put forward
a workable scheme, I shall be pleased to

see it tried—I am, &c.,
FRED CG. BAINES.

* * * *

(TO THA BDITOR.)

Sir,—I am not in favour of Mr, Allan’s
depot plan of packing honey, but believe
that every beekeeper should pack his own

honey for export,

(f it is necessary to blend a number of

honeys, the place where it is packed for
the retail trade is the place to do it—T
am, &e.,

L.
Palmerston Nth,, 17/5/20,

QO, HOBBS,

« *

(LTO THE DDIUTOR.)

Sir,—AsLTwill not be present at the an-

nual meeting of shareholdors to taka part
in the disenssion, kindly insert the follow
ing in your noxt;—

‘The natural inference, from a perusal of

Mr,Allan ’s letter, is that the H.P.A, has
80 far done nothing in the way of blond
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ing. That is by no moans the case, Wel
have been packing for the local marke t|more or less for six years, and at timeg
havo had consignments of honey in the
depot from all parts of New Zealand to

oa
in to the best advantage. [xperj-

nee is at all times the best teachpr,
pick the lessons aro sometimes costly,

We have’ learned from experience that
much could be done to advantage in the

way of blending. We sometimes receive

an insipid white honey, which could be

improv ed by blending it with a honey pos

sessing more flavour. Medium amber

could often be lifted into light amber;
A grade into B grade, Toney blending
would, however, have to be reduced to

an exnet science to obtain uniformly pond
results. We have found to our cost that

some flavours and aromas will not blend,
and that the elash in the aroma is not
always evident at once. It is, therefore,
evident that some responsible person mus t
make it a study; the blending could not

be entrusted to the tyro. I would, how-

ever, make blending the exception and not

the rule. Most of our honeys deteriorate

both in aroma and colour, if they have to

be reliquified; the first set, if the honey is

properly handled, is the best. 1 quite
agrea with Mr. Allan that the sight pre-
sented in some of our grading stores is not

pleasing. The shipment would look much

better were the packages all clean and

uniform in every respect; but the honey is

mostly going to, shall I say, own

bottling depots at Bristol and Liverpool,
not on to the open market; and Major
Norton has told us repeatedly that as far

as he is concerned the appearance of the
case is immaterial.I hold no brief for
the slovenly, careless beekeeper, nor

would I discount the greater satisfaction
derived from turning out an article always
pleasing in appearance; but if the H.P.A.
involves its shareholders in the expense
tho adoption of the factory system would

entail, another Company run on more eco-

nomical lines could soon replace it. The
success of the Waikato Co-op. Dairy Com-

pany against the N.Z, Dairy Association
is an illustration of the danger in this
direction. I am not advocating a policy
of stagnation: there is room for great de-

velopment, but it is in the direction of

profit-earning, money-saving enterprises,
and under present conditionsthe general
adoption of a factory system could not be
included in this eategory—! am, &e.,

H. W. GILLING.

*

(TO TEM PDITOR.,)

. Sivr—Our Journal is issued on Ist May,
and IT have to-day (11th May) just re-

ceived it. Why it should take eleven days
to come from Dunedin Tado not know,

Other mail matter comes in one-third of

the time, The point is that to eateh next

month?’s Journal I have to write at once,

T suppose others are in the sume dilemma,

and if so it is not satisfactory. We would

like sometimes time to read, mark, aud im-
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te
how I feel to-

eee
in replying to Mr. Gil

ling’s letter. e (Mr. Gilling) says that
the faetory Salenhas serious drawbacks,
and he takes them seriatim. No. 1 is the

difficultyof dealing with the scum; No. 2
is that in a good flow congestion.at the
depot is likely to oeeur, hence dé ‘lay in
the return of empties, No. 3 igs the waste
of labour, It seems that labour in the
honey house does not count. No. 4 is an

unjustifiable wastage in freightrailing
long distances;and No. 5 is that the in-
crease in fixed overhead charge would nol

be justified. Do I need to reply to these

so-called drawbacks? Tako No. 1. If the
scum is there, surely it will ge a good
thing to get rid of it. Major Norton some

times tells us of the bees’ corpses that
he gets under the present system. Mr.

Earp once in grading got a number of

these out of the writer’s own honey. Mis-
takes will happen in the best regulated
families, but no such

Les
could take

place at the depot. Take No. We must

secure that the plant is STRCaeEto do

the work without congestion, and I think
that no one knows better than Mr. Gilling
that when the honey is just newly extrac-

ted is tho time that it can bo handled
most quickly and with least labour.

‘as to No. 3, will it waste labour? Does

the dairy factorywaste labour? And vet
I suppose we could save it by doing it at

home. Does the packing shed save labour
for the fruit-grower? Ask those who have

tried packing and grading at the orchard.
I am not mistaken, there are many like

myself who would gladlyrun off their

honey tank into earriers and send the

honey to a factory and bo done with if.

Then as to railage,
if

we concentrate at

Timarn, it certainly will mean longer rail-

age; but is there not, seeing we aro de-

livering a raw produetto a factory, 2

claim to be placed on exactly the same

footing as milk? This drawback is only
a tiny wee one. As to No. 5, I take issue

with Mr. Gilling, and I say that to the

nett price to the producer if will add

nothing. The costs of handling to the pro-
ducer as they aro at present are not econo-

mical—far from it. I believa that our

factory work can be run at less than the

Present cost of handling charges and

storage under the present system.

Ag.

Now, I have to to ask Mr. Gilling a

question or two, Mr. Gilling, as manager
of the H.P.A., was fostering a Jocal trade.
What chance would that loval trade have

had without blending? Mr. Rylands is

going one better on the same lines, and our

balance sheet for the past year shows that

£15,000 worth of honey has been placed on

the local market. Could that have been

dono without blending? Can it be main-

tained without blending?What would

be the value to the manager of the H-P.A

if, when a buyer comes along, he could

show a sample of light amberhoney and

say that is our standard: we can sell you

5, 10, or 100, tons just like that? Is there

ho advanta having a standardised

wardly digest beforo replying, That is
& ge

article and a standard pack? UH thero is
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an climb over those
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& there
drawbacks all right and ge
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grading store in av unripe condition, The

greatest diffienlty, however, has been to

ow what to do with such honey whon
Mr. it is found to be below the standard

st another word. }

e

te

jee ane‘Allan should be taken sentgravity. In the past it has been the eys.

thin -

woaching | tom to sell fermented honey to manufae-
ously and in view of the ap) ar

tion the candidates should state ae
views I suppose with a view to pe
these radical notions in the bud,

storate
nothing about election to the direetor

5
of the H.P.A would retire most Wl”
lingly, but do not let Mr, Gilling ev anyov

else think that the tide of jrogress
he

be hindered by any such action.

Allow mo a further word in reply to Mr.

Penny. Mr, Penny says that ho is sure

{rat
“

aceepting honey in a oe
form

would be a retrograde step; thut we eoulil

extract an article that would defy the

hydrometer and all liquid form. tests, and

which it would not be a

oe thing to pass

on to the Company. look on Mr.

Penny as a level-headed a straight mai,

and we ask him for chapter and verse.

We would also ask him. will this honey

that defies the hydrometer not granulate?
And if it does granulate, what better

it to receive it in that state?—I am, &e.,

JAMES ALLAN.

is

The reason the Journals arrived so Jite

last month was that the parcel of postal
addressed wrappers was held up for a

week by the railway strike——Ed. |

Treatment of UnripeHoney.
SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENTS IN

VACUUM BOILING.

V. WESTBROOKE, Apiary Instruc-

tor, Auekland.
By G.

Among the diffleulties that beekeepers
have sometimes to contend with is that of

dealing with unripe and fermenied honey,
Tt occasionally happens that honey when

extracted contains an excess of moisture,
and this after a few months causes fer-

mentation to set up, thus spoiling the

honey as an article of food. While in

many eases this could be prevented by sec-

ing that all honey is capped over by the
bees before removing it from the hives,
and by avoiding extraction or leaving the

honey exposed during damp weather, vei

if sometimes happens that in spite of care

the honey contains too much moisture,
By the use of the hydrometey it is pos

sible, however, to ascertain if the honey
is ripe before putting it on the market
After some years of testing, if is aoe
generally ree ognised that honeyshowing a

specifle gravity of not less than 1,42"is

quite safe to keep for some considerahlo
time. Therefore. as no uprto-date hee.

keeper should fail to test his honey before
forwarding, there should be no oxeuse foy
the quantities of honey that arrive at ihe

turers for vinegar-naking, &e., at from
Jd. to 2d. per pound, This matter of fer-

mentation thus meant a considetable losg
each year to the beekeepers concerned—

probably well over £500 per annum in the

ageregate.

With a view to saving the class of honey
in question, experiments wera ree ently yin-

dertaken at Auckland by the writer, whieh
gave promise of great possibilities. Small

samples. of honey that had slightly fer-

mented, and which showed a speertic
ravity of only 1.405, were first dealt

with. These were boiled for about ten

minutes in a vaenum flask at a tempera-
ture of 130 deg. ahr. This boiling at a

comparatively low temperature resulted in

ridding the honey of its surplus moisture,
also in climinating the froth nnd particles
of wax, &e., leaving it very clear, After

this treatmentae honey showed a specific
eravity of 1.4

were so en-

re made

to treat a large quantitywt ite Colonial

SugarRefining Company’s works, and in

conjunction with the New Zealand Honey
Producers’ Association about six tons of
slightly fermented honey was secured from

different parts of the Dominion, This

wanes:on being’ tested registered from

1.4 to 1.405, and analysis showed that the

water-content was about 20 per cent. As

the honey was more or less granulated, it

was found necessary at the sugar works

to reliquify it by adding about 25 per
cent. of hot water. This also enabled it

to be pumped into a large vacuum-vat. It

was then boiled for over half an hour at a

temperature of 120 deg. During the pro-
cess of boiling several tests were made

by the writer, and when a gravity of 1.425

was registered the heat was shut off and

the honey run into tins, It finally regis-
tered 1.432, which indicated a very ripe
honey.

These small experiments

This honey now shows no trace of fer-

mentation, nor are the germs likely to .
again become active, as there is not suffi-

cient moisture to allow them to do so. The

honey prior to treatment hind rather a

strong, rank flavour and aroma, which has

now disappeared, thos considerably  im-

proving .ifs quality, although it may he

slightly darker in colour,

The suecess of fhis experiment should

justify the Toney Produeers’ Association

Proud Prussin in her oneuish flies,
In throes that ne'er abate

An engle beating Den ken wingsAgninst the bars of fa
While commerce freed een far nnd wide
Its Dlessings on eneh ocean tide,
And those who cowehs anal rolls endure
Again have Woods' Great Peppermint “Cure,
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jn procuring a vacuum-vat for treating|the apiarist as fire blight is :

.

5
gs s hhe rin

all honey that does, n0h come upto the grower. The beekesperis outed ron,standard required to avoid fermentation,| fullest protection
oe

ed to the

Such honey should be treated before the| authorities. can aaron be’Australian
ferment germs start in it, thus effecting 9 (Weir. apiaries are clean,

assurance that

large saving for the industry.

The thanks of the Department, ps w-|j|

as those of the beekeepers, are due to the

management of the Colomal Sugar Retin

ing Company for their willing assistine

—N.Z. Herald, 27/4/20,

[We are very glad to see an in

and powerful paper such as

Herald championing our cause, we
must during Conference make it clear to
the Government that they must accede to
our request to stop the importation of all

| bees,queens, and beeswax that are likely
to introduce disease into this

=

Ed. ]

a
.

in the carrying out of the experiment.

—Journal of Agriculture,

fluential
the NZ

;

‘ountry.—

RecognisesBees by Their
Smell.

The ‘‘Hand’’ Bottom Board
for ControllingSwarming.

|
|

Dr. N. E. MeIndoo, of the 1.

Tnstitution, after a few months’ practice |
is able to recognise the three vastes of}

bees—queens, drones and workers—vwith

his nose alone. He is also able to dis-

tinguish the ‘‘hive odour’’ (distinguishing (TO THE EDITOR.)

one colony from another), the  ‘‘brood Sir,—I do not kuow if you have dealt

odour,’’ or smell of the larvee, the ‘‘honey| with the subject before in the Journal,
odour,’’ and the ‘‘wax odour.’’ He be-| but seeing F. E. Stewart’s article, ‘‘Hard
lieves that tho bees themselves recognise |to Beat,’’ it has set me wondering what
the odour of each individual bee, and that} are switchboards, and the method of work-
this is the way in whieh they tell one|ing them? I am going in for 100 per cent.

another apart in the dark hive.—Ladies’|imerease next season, and want to eateh
Home Journal, January, 1920. e honey flow also, and would welcome

little inforraation
[We are inclined to doubt this——Ed.| working—I am, &c.,

on. thelgaeatehatard

Ss. C. SMITH.
Patea, 26th April, 1920.

'

a

A Case for Inquiry. [The ‘‘Hand’’ bottom board
*

was

brought out in’ America some years ago,
— and very great things were promised of it.

‘

Messrs, A. IT. Root Co. made a large quan-
A question has been raised by vepresen-| tity, which they destroyed owine to lack

tative New Zealand apiarists which ap-|of demand. Mr. Trythall,
7

of the Ruakura
pears to warrant an answer from the horti-| State Apiary, speaks well of

Are . them, and
cultural division of the Department of] Mr. ©. A. Jacobsen, of Little River
Agriculture,

which there is reason to suspeet may
be the dreaded Isle of Wight disease, the

worst enemy of bees and of commercial

beekeeping. The evidence is not positive,
but it is sufficiently strong to warrant

the Government making inquiries of tho

Commonwealth anthorities. The Dominion

has so far escaped this disease, but it has

oceurred in Australian in the past, and if

it oxists now tho most stringent preeau-
tions will be necessary the New

Zoaland industry. The most obvious of

these is the oxelusion of all bees and

queens from Australia and also of honey,
becanse honey is the mediun through
which bees are commonly infected, The

introduetion of fire blight into the or-

chards of this country should have tanght
the Agrigultwwal Department that it ean
afford to yun no risks where snch malig
nant diseases are concerned. The Isle of

Wight disease is as deadly a menace to

to save

A mysterious complaint has] uses them suecessfully; but they are not in
been reported from some Australian apiaries| general use, and are like other

also

r appliances
—quite a success in one person’s hands; an

utter failure in ofhers. We have not tried
them personally, and although there were

& good many men who were going to give
them a trial a year or two ago, we have
not had any recommendations for their

use, These appliances can be obtained

from the supply people; and if you are

still Keen on trying them, get ome, and
follow Mr. Trythall’s system of working,
which is aa follows —Ea.]

_

One great advantage of the Mand system
is that the Qoor-board is the only part
that differs from the beekeeper's ordinary
plant, so that all other appliances fall
into line without any alteration whatever,

This tloer-board is of double width,

capable of taking two hive-bodies side

by side. There are entrances on all four

sides; those at the front and back can be
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beget

tod switeh
manipulated by means of a

Poe row the
or lever in such a way as to 1)

flying bees into either right or left no
boxes at will, tho sliding lever eh

st

entrance to one side as it opens the oe
The cntrances nt each end are aux ar)
only.

The System Explained,

To explain the system of management,

we will praenirethat a stock of verea
been placed on the left side of the |

oe
floor-board, with the switches arranged“
that tho flight entrance is at the sie
We will suppose also that the Seok
spring management has brought thi> 1 :

up to full strength as early in the ae
as possible. By about the end of Octobe

in the Waikato district the bees should ba

strong cnough to have fairly well filled a

super in addition to their brood-chamber,
and preparations for swarming might be

expected at any time.

From about this time the Hand system
of management really commences. It
consists of four separate operations ¢x-
tending over the following six to- eight
weeks, and for ease of reference in de-

scribing these operations we will refer to
the hive on the left side of the foor-board

as ‘‘No. 1,’’ and that on the right side a8
‘No, 2’; the main entrance to either hive
as ‘‘front’’ and ‘‘back’’ respectively, and
the auxiliary entrances as ‘‘left’’ a

“yight.’? Details of the four manipuln-
tions are as follows:—

1. On a fine day when bees are flying
freely and numbers will be out in the

fields, remove super from No. 1 and place
it on right side of floor-board (No. 2), and

exchange the centre comb for a comb of

brood_and bees, ineluding. the queen from

No. 1; put on No. 2 a queen-exeluder and

a super of empty combs, ‘and close the

hive. Next throw over the front switch,
thus in one operation closing the entrance

to No. 1 and opening one leading to No. 2.

This Js done without changing the appear-
ance or position of the outside entrance,
which is alwaps open ful] width. The re-

turning field bees will enter No, 2 without

any hesitation and through their accus-

tomed entrance, thus causing no disturb-

ance, and finding there their own queen
and a small brood-nest with plenty of

available space, they will settle down im-

mediately to hard work, Now throw the
switch at the back to provide a new en-

trance to No. 1, which has been so smoothly
robbed of its field bees, and which is now
given a young Jaying queen to take the

No, 2,place of the one removed to

2. In about eight to ten dsys’ time
examine No, 1, and see that the young
queen has been accepted and ig laying
freely. If the hive is very full of hoor
which it probably will be owing to the
continuous hatching of young bees, againthrow over the baelk lever, thus drafting
the flying bees to No. 2, into which theywill run as though nothing had happened
Thiswill usually settle the swarming ques.tion during the honey flow. Both sWitely
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entrances to No, 1 being now closed, we

open the auxiliary entrance at the left-

hand end, Both hives can now usually be

loft from four to six weeks without atten-

fion otber than the giving of additional

super accominodation if needed.

3. At. the end of a month to six weeks

(which in the Waikato would probably be
about the middle of December, and there-
fore the usual time for the commencement

of our honey flow) the condition of the

hives would most likely be as follows:—

No. 1 would have brood-nest full from
Side to side, with abundance of bees, and
headed by young queen. No. 2 would have
full brood-nest under excluder, with
abundance of bees, and headed by the old

queen, who would now be all the better for
a little rest. Honey would probably be
coming in nicely to the super or supers
above. We now remove the excluder and
supers from No, 2 and place themover No,
J, and on the top of all place an additional

empty super, into which are placed all the
frames of brood and bees from No, 2, with
tho exeeption of two with adhering bees
and queen, which are left behind. Now
close No, 1, and throw over both front and
back switches, closing entrance to No. 2

and drafting the full force of field bees
from both hives into No. 1. Now, return-

ing to No. 2, whieh we left with old

queen and two good frames of brood, with

plenty of adhering bees, fill in the hiv»
with eight empty combs and close up, and,
as both switch entrances have been closed,

open the auxiliary entrance at right end.

4. Eight days later examine the eight
brood frames transferred to the top cham

ber of No, 1, and cut out any queen cells

that may have been formed there.

In all these manipulations a_ eareful

watch must be kept to see that a supply
of stores is always present in each half,
so as to provide against any possible
dearth of nectar from outside.

Condition of the Hives Described.

The hives may now be described as fol-

Jows:—No, 1, having a young queen who

has Jaid comparatively few eggs, will not

be likely to cast a swarm, especially as if

1as a double entrance (front and /back),
and an end entrance on the left, sided

by a 1-inch space under the frames, mak-

ing about the strongest combination

imaginable for the prevention of swarm-

ing, In addition to its own brood nest

under excluder, it has any number up to

eight frames of brood in its top storey,
the bees of which, when hatched, will pro-
vide an extra army of honey-gatherers.
It also has all the flying bees from both

No, 1 and No, 2, Therefore, with such an
enormous population just as the mail

honoy flow is coming on, and with only one

brood-nest proper to maintain and attend
to, it should be able to store the maximum
amount of honey obtainable, and should
require no further attention during the
Senson other than to be kept well supplied
with abundanee of super necommodation
No, 2 is practically a nucleus hive, which
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should without difficulty build »

end of the season into a&good colony sit

plenty of stores to winter on. The an
after having had strenuous spri

‘

work, is forced to take a gemi-regt a

P bY the

therefore should be equal to goodunl
another year; but should there be a spare
young queen on hand at any time it Ww
be easy to supersede the former if

fit. This hive gives the 100 per cent. j

crease With little labour. When the boesg
are resting in winter, it can be moved to

a new stand of its own. Should, howeyor
no increase be desired, it is a simple mat.
ter, at the third manipulation, to Kill the

old queen and put her whole brood-noest
on tip of No. 1, instead of reserving {he

two frames of brood for increase as before
arranged. It is necessary to add that jhe

periods given for the various manipula-
tions are only approximate; cyery —bee-

keeper must be guided by the conditions

of his own district and its flora.
—Journal of Agriculture.

ould

ough¢

Correspondence.
(The publication of any letter does not neces-

sarily imply our agreement with the subject
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they go as far as destroying the hives
without frames, whether they are freo
from disease or not, as 10 to 1 the next (9)
time the inspector comes round the hives
will bo in a worse condition than ever, If
commercial apiarists had the power of

prosecuting the owners of hives who will
not treat them when diseased, on the same

principle as members of the Society of
n-| Prevention of Cruelty to Animals have of

prosecuting people who ill-treat animals,
{ am sure that there would be a lot of

cleaning up to do all over New Zealand.
which will never be done otherwise under
the present conditions, and the commercial

apiarist would have a better chance of

being able to ‘‘live and let live.’’—I am,

&e.

SWaimauku: C. HAWLEY.

* * a

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—I noted in the April Journal the

artrcle on the administration of the

Apiaries Act on the matter of foul-brood
disease, and must say I approve of every
word re more vigorous measures being
taken to deal with the plague. I have

noticed in the little I have been about

this last season there is a great disposition
simee honey has got to a higher figure for

people to capture stray swarms and stick

them in any box that happens to be handy,
ject, and if you say anything or point out that

matter, and we do not hold ourselves responsible! j¢ is
for the opinions expressed by correspondents.}

(TO THE BDITOR.)

Sir 3 a new reader of your interes:

ing and instructive Journal, I have read

with much interest letters to the Editor

on thie foul-brood question. It appears to

against the law to use a box-hive,
they usually say, ‘‘Oh, yes, but the inspee-
tor is not likely to trouble us here, and if

he does come round and givo notice, we

will just kill the bees and get what honey
we can from them,

will not use any names, but the fol-

lowing is a fact:—A sheep farmer in 2

|wery large way about ten miles away has
me that it is no fault of the commercial always kept a few bees, but could not

apiarist that the disease is prevalent in get rid of foul-brood simply because it

many districts throughout New Zealand,| was too much trouble to carry out the
but it is the fault of the man who keeps| necessary treatment thoroughly. He has
bees neither as a hobby nor for commer-| removed the lot to a quiet spot three or

cial purposes, but for the purpose of being
able to say to his visiting friends, ‘‘Try
a little of our honey,’’ whether it is from

bees affected with foul-brood or not. What

does he eare for foul-brood, Isle of Wight
disease, or any other complaint as long
ag his visitor appreciates his honey? From

what little I have seen of the Govern-

ment inspeetors, I think they are not
strict enough (giving them all due credit
for what good they extend to the apiarist).
Now, last season the Government inspector
called at my home to oxamine any hives

T had, Well, I had one complete hive and

several hives without any frames in them
at all, and he politely asked me to ‘‘eithor

hive the bees in the proper manner OF
elso destroy them.’’ Fortunately they did

not have foul-prood; but what if they bad

and IT did not tako the trouble to attend
to them (no doubt like many do), how

would an apiarist fare if he started a

placo in that district? I should say that

he would have ‘fall expense and no pro

fit,’? and no doubt in the end give the
idea up in disgust, T would suggest that! You take Woods’ Great

four miles away, and goes out and takes

the honey when there is any. The bees

are given enough attention and treatment

to keep the disease from getting the better

of them. Their honey was taken a few

weeks ago, and was sold at auction in
10-1b. tins to all and sundry in this district.

Comment is needless. But the cream of

the whole thing is that this man shifts

im several clean colonies at his homestead,

which are worked quite apart from the

others, and if an inspector comes roun'
he has only clean bees to show him. Nice

arrangement, isn’t it?

With best wishes for the Journal’s cor-

tinued suecess,—I am, &e.,peas
ROBERTSTEWART.

Gum-nut Bables! Gum-nut Bables!

What’s your secret, little ladies?

Is it true, what we've been told,
That you cannot catch a cold?

When the weather's damp and breezy,
Are you really never WhenWe kindergarten kids

Banta wet
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Sir,—l havo destroyed on ate ee

foul-brood 33 of my own hives 1 wy!
district, besides others I bought.
on and want of sugar made if more

able than treating.—I am, &e.,

Hastings.

advis-

i. 8.

« *
*

(ro THe BPITOR,)
A

in your April
[interestedSir,—Being A

concerning foul-brood,editorial notes

hope you will tabulate

my experience of our

I have been a beekeeper for &
’

and during the last six have suffered “
nual infections ranging from 50 per re

:

to 100 per cent. of my colonies. Por ra
last three seasons I have been establishe:
at Kaikoura, The distriet there is a dis-

grace to the Apiaries Act. I suffered:
yearly average of 60 per cent. disease.
It was mostly spread during the ‘‘strat
ing’’ season when, in spite of all amy

efforts to get the box hive men to burn
or bury the refuse, they would throw it

out for the bees to clean up. ne oll

gentleman used to declare: elt keeps thie
bees well fed up for winter,’’ and he
stuck to his policy. I was the loeal in-

spector for a season, but could not afford

the time to carry on with it, as it ought
to have been done. I remember visiting

one apiary, which was troly in a
most

distressing state. About one-third had
been on their Jast legs and were robbed
out; the remainder contained a handfui

of bees on absolutely rotten combs.

expect this apiary is still in almost the

same condition. The district was visited

by an instructor about six years ago, but

never since. The nett result is that [

oven years,

’

KEBPE

have been compelled to move; except for

RS’ JOURNAI. [June 1, 1920,

the membership of the Club, The letter
stresses the point that the number of

members in New Zealand is quite insignifi-
cant compared with other countries,

As the beekeeping industry is in a move

prosperous state in New Zealand than in

any other country, this is not as it should

be, and T can only presume that it is want
of information and ignorance in regard
fo the objects of the Apis Club that
has prevented a larger number ot bee-

keepers joining up in New Zealand.

As an organisation formed to: promote
the interests of the industry, in New Zea-
land T feel that the support of the National

Beekeepers’Association to such an edu-
cative and brotherly movement amongst
beekeepers in different countries is war-

ranted, and IT express the hope that the
National will endeavour to popularise the
cause of the Apis Club through the media
of its Journal, by the publication of the

objects of the Club and particulars in

regard to its research work, &e.

I feel very sure that readers of the N.Z.

Beekeepers’ Journal will appreciate all the

information you ean give them on the
matter.—l am, &e.,

Y. H. BENTON.
St Heliers, Auckland, 24/4/20.

[We have drawn the attention of our

readers to the publication of Bee

World, which we recommended as an ex-

cellent paper. As regards the membership of

the Apis Club amongst the beekeepers of

New Zealand being insignificant compared
with other countries, we quite believe it.

When you consider that we have about

6,000 names on the lists of registered
beekeepers, and not one-tenth of them

20 colonies, I am, lock, stock and barrel, in} support any New Zealand organisation, it

a new district, My loss in bees, combs,}js rather hopeless to expect much support
and prospective crops is at least £500;|}being given to a Club the other side of

added to this has been the expenses of find-| the world, however laudable the object be.

ing a new district, of moving and having| We have had a number of copies of the
to set up new buildings, &e. I believe} Bee World sent us, which have been dis-

my total Joss, actual and prospective, is tributed.—Ed. ]
no Jess than £800. And all this is through
the Government’s laek of interest for ou:

industry, To do the inspection work «ts

it should be done, we need at least three

times the number of instructors, They|
would have plenty to do enforcing the;

law without grading and _—instruetinz
pupils, &e. The Government’s petty man

ner of dealing with this danger to our

industry is indeed lndicrous.—L am, &e.,
5 W. H. BROWN.

Staveley, 10th May.
*

(lO THE EDITOR.)

* * cd

Sir—A recent letter from Dr, Abushady
secretary of the Apis Club and Editor bt!
the Bee World, states that the Bee Workd
is supplied now only to members of {ho
Apis Club, who are doing their best, in
the face of some vested interests, to do-
velop as un. international research Isti-
tute, with a corresponding mMagaziiry
owned by beekeepers everywhe re through

” *

(TO THE BDITOR.)

oe

Sir.—A friend of mine informed me that

some of the beemen down south have their

own style of filling the honey tins. They
fll them up and turn them upside down

until they harden, thus allowing all the
scum to settle on the bottom. This is

done so as to cheat the grader, T thought
it was not a very nice thing to do, and
unfair to other honey suppliers.—L am, &e,,

GEO, SAVILLE.

Maheno, 21/4/20,

[This is an old dodge and not much prac
tised now. It is quite easy to see whan
this method has been adopted, as the

impression of the rim and lid is on the

honey, and the graders are pretty keen

on finding out Why it was felt necessary

ae
the tins upside down after filling.—

“aL,
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Fermented Honey,

Ja

~~

BeekeepersExchange,
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(BY
Ww, S. PEN pee in the Australasian ADVERTISEMENTSon this Page willbBeekeeper.)

: inserted at the rate of 3/- per 36 wordsper insertion,

|
The fermentation of some samples ,.| FOR SALE, FOUNDATION

honey give the New Zealand beekerpoe| iehRollers (Pelhinin’sy,eect
some concern. I saw «@ considerable quan facture own Foundation. What offers?

doe

tity that bad accumulated, Steps Wore | R. LAWSON

;

peing taken to reduce it to a consistency|

i.

LAWSON.

that will arrest fermentation, Some six!

fous are to be boiledinvacuum,
, The) ques

tion is:—(1) Will the reduction stop the|
development of the ferment gerin?
Will the flavour of the ferment remain ?|
(3) Will the process be too costly and|

(4) What will the value be after treat.

ment? It will be quite possible to poil|
honey im a vacuum at nm temperature of)

less than 100 deg. Fahr. Water will boil)
at 90 deg. Fahr. in vacuum. This process!
of boiling to eause evaporation is adopted
in sugar boiling and condensed and dried
milk manufacture, and should be a splev-|
did means for extracting moisture from}

unripe honey. If the cost of the plant!
were not so great we might have the advo-|

(2)|

cates of extracting unsealed honey erect-|
ing such plants and reducing their honey
to a standard density immediately it is

extracted. Have any o

Post Office, Palmerston N,

na

FOR SALE (as a4 going concern of in
parts), about 600 COLONTES in {5

Apiaries; all free from disease, and well

provided with stores.

All Equipment, including Motor Lorry,
Sheds, Factory, House (6 rooms). Situajed
in the best dairying district in the

Dominion, producing highest grade honey.
For address apply

THE EDITOR.

| WEED PROCESS FOUNDATION AT

PRICE OF LOCAL MANUPACTURE.

our Australian|Send for quote and Descriptive Leaflet.

beekeepers been troubled with fermentel| EXTRACTORS equal to American at far

honey—honey fermented in the combs, or

honey fermenting after extracting what

appeared to be ripe honey?

So far as I was able to find out no New|Zealand beekeepers had adopted the pro-
cess of warming the honey as it passed
from the extractor into the honey tank,
In their moist elimate I should think it

would ‘be far preferable to the system
of large shallow tanks, and allowing the

honey time to clarify.

ess cost.

It will pay you to inquire.

H. W. GILLING,

Selkirk Road, Mt. Albert.

BEESWAX WANTED.

am offering Highest Market Prices
Good Clean BEESWAX in untimitedfo

The larger the surface of the tank the| quantities.
more risk would be taken of the

absorbing moisture from the atmosphere.

ioe

oney
3

5

Drop a ecard to the undermentioued ad-

dress, stating quantity and quality.
Honey is more or less deliquescent.
have had dense samples that if left un:
covered overnight were a thin liquid in

the morning,
moisture from a moist atmosphere. A
Warm room will not decrease this mots-
ture; nothing short of heat will, and it

that heat can be applied as soon as
eX

tracted, the honey will clarify itself in &
Very short time without the necessity of

straining it, and can be tinned the same
day without scum rising, When Hnnetit is free from all danger of absorbing
atmospherie moisture and fermenting. i
once had a ease of fermented honey in
two hives in an out-apiary, the cause oF
which I was unablo to discover. It fer-

mented in the comb, and this did Bs
appear to be caused by want of neve

Gover the combs.

The honey absorbed thef

A. ECROYD,

157 Cranford St., Christchureh.

=

Don’t Forget

Annual Conference
CHRISTCHURCH

JUNE 9, 10, 11.



National Beekeepers’ Association

of New Zealand.

SEVENTH ANNUAL

Conference
Y.M.C.A. Hall,
Christchurch.

JUNE 9, 10 and 11.

The President and Executive cordially
invite you to be present.

The Conference promises to be the

best yet.

DON’T MISS IT.



Does It Pay Vou

To Do Without a Bartlett-MillerCombReducer9
NOBODYKNOWS BETTER THAN you po THAT IN THE MATTER OF wi17 YOU ARE 4 SER : S

-ER

OF WORRY
ALONE you ARE A LOSER ALI, THE TIMB YOU ART WITHOUT ONE

RR}

Then there is the pride that every Re keeper takes in his Honey R

:

5 Loom,

Yours is neither fully furnished, noy o ven satisfactory, w

which is a3 necessary to-day as the Extrac Ctory, without thattort invention

To know that whatever bits of comb yoy may get broken, whatever of
ning honey may be around the Honey Room, as also every bit of cappinsia Fare

rae

in your pocket if only you had a BARTLETE-MILLER Machine to cae ae
aying manner, 18 wore EYo Rerlucers, Your time, too, is a big propueilign‘hace

times, when expansion of your Apiary is the order of the day and thisitem al
a

will save you the cost of the Reducer in any one season.

: aude

GET A REDUCER!
Melt up all those odds and ends around the place! By goodness

them have been messing around for wecks past!

ney

, some of

Cut out that foul-brood honey you are keeping so closely shut wp for dread
of robbers, and get rid of it once and for all, and tum it into money. Do not wait

until you have time to extract it after all the other work is done; for if you once

extract it, you will ‘never (without steam power) have your Extractor free of foul-
brood germs again; and mark ine, it takes” heavy pressure—and lots of it—to

sterilize a diseased Extractor. All foul honey sbould be reduced in a machine that

keeps the extractor out of the business cntirely.

Talk about the evils of Foul-brood! Why, man, without a BARTLETT-MILLER
PATENT REDUCER are you doing anything else than encouraging its continuance?

Oh! AW that talk about burning foul combs! With Wax worth half-a-crown per

pound, and all of us paying four shillings per ditto for Foundation (and hard to

get at that)! don’t you fash yourself about the foul comb burning problem, when

a few pounds spent on a BARTLETT-MILLER COMB REDUCER will save every

bit of Wax for you, as well as all that Honey in the diseased combs, which is so

vary risky to try to burn, for most of it runs out on the ground, and only keeps the

infection in your soil.

Get, too, one of those oil-drum boilers, which are just half the price of a

BrinkLamp, and twice as effective, and you will always have a source of steam on han

for any and every emergency.

Boilers22/6,f.o.r., and Reducers from £4 10/-to £16.

ALL PACKED FREE ON RAIL AT TE A WAMUTU.

TheThoroughworkApiariesCompany
KIHIKIHI.

{ADVT.]
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Honeyfor Export
WE ARE CASH BUYERS

Of New Zealand Government Graded Honey,

packed according to Regulations, at

FULL CASH PRICES

equivalent to the highest values obtainable in

the Overseas Markets.

Payments made within 48 hours of the

time the Honey is graded.

Write, telegraph, or call on us for further

particulars.

A.5. PATERSON&Co.,Ltd.,
No. 1 CustomSt. West,Auckland.

Telegraphic Address—+ ASPASIA,’ AUCKLAND.—
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NewZealandCo-operativeHoney
ProducersAssoe.,Ltd,

(H.P.A.)

Head Office: Postal Address : Box 1293 Auckland,
stanley Street, AUCKLAND,

n

Telegraphic Address; “Bees, Auckland,”

SUGAR.

Owing to the existing shortage of sugar for the Dominion, Beekeepers generally
are anxious in regard to their supplies for Winter and Spring Feeding,

We have approached the Board of Trade on behalf of the industry, and thore is

a probability that we shall be able to organise for the requirements of our Share-
holders, and perhaps for Beekeepers generally:

If you are likely to require supplies, it will be absolutely necessary for yon te

write us at once and advise:—

1. Number of Colonies to va fed.

2. Period for which Bees require feeding.

3. Estiniated quantity to be fed per hive.

4, Total estimated quantity of sugar required from April to December.

(Presumably during some months larger quantities may be required than other

months.)

As far as possible the Board of Trade will provide us with White Sugar, but

it is quite likely that in order to meet the position we shall have to accept a portion
of brown sugar, which has been successfully fed this Winter and Spring to Bees in

many districts.

Beekeepers in their own interests should communicate with us promptly, other-

wise supplies may not be obtainable later on.

BEESWAX.

We are Buyers of Good, Clean Beeswax in any quantity, from savityEe
from anywhere. Write us stating quantity available, and we will advise

to send it. We give highest cash prices, and can do with several tons for the

coming season. -

BEEKEEPERS’ SUPPLIES.
i hold

Be advised by us and get in early. Prices are going UD. At present we ho

— F un-

large stocks of Hives, Frames, Extractors, Colonial Foundation and American 70

dation; also Beekeepers’ General Requisites.

WRITE US EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT LATER ON.

New Zealand Co-op.HoneyProducersAssn, Ltd.
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BEESWAX.

We want unlimited quantities of Beeswax for

Comb Foundation making. If you have any for

sale we will take it, and offer 2/6 per Ib. on rail or

steamer any part of the Dominion. | Write us for for-

warding instructions and address tags. ' We pay cash

within forty-eight hours of the arrival of the wax.

ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD.,
P.O. BOX 572

= = DUNEDIN.

Telegrams:
‘ Brickell,’’ Dunedin.

Manufacturers of Beekeepers’ Supplies.

1919-1920

PRIGES OF ITALIANQUEENS.
Threo or Four. Five or more than Five,One or Two.

6/- each7/- each,

Colour Range of Workers Guarantecd Leather Three-banded to Golden Four

bande

TEEMS.—Nett cash with order; Cheques to have exchange added.

Any Queen arriving dead replaced free if cage is returned unopened.

NOTES.—Experience in this district shows that it is eisky to introduce fertile

Queens while swarming cells are general in tho hives, Many are killed by the bees,
and the majority are reduced to the size of virgins, not being fed by the bees or

allowed to lay for many days. Some Queens during this period are ill-treated by
the bees, and, though eventually accepted, may be injured, Before and after tho
Swarming season most Queens are accepted at once, and laying freely very soon

after being liberated from the cage,

In addition, Customers can

Oy
on getting the very best of Queens after the

general swarming season is ov

All Queens reared from cay picked Breeding Queens, in hives specially
selected for the building of good queen cells, no such hivo being allowed to feod
more than 16 cells at a time.

No Queens from indiscriminate swarming cells are sent out,

POSTAL ADDRESS:

J. H. TODD,Renwicktown,MARLBOROUGH.
Printed by Stone, Son & Co,, Ltd, Dia for tg NL Pay Rect

and Published by F, O. Baines, Kati Kati. dinar Ist, 1020,


