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Mr. H, C. Taylor writes:—‘‘I am well satisfied with your Foundation. It seems

to me quite as good as any imported I have seen. I fixed over 3,000 sheets without
coming across a faulty sheet, You have saved the Beekeepers of the Dominion alarge
amount of cash.’’

Customers among’ the leading Beekeepers of the Dominion.

NICHOLAS, 3 CALEDONIAST., HAWERA.

Don’t Forget
Our Store when anything is wanted in the shape of

BEE MATERIAL.
Full supplies of all Beekeepers’ Requisites kept in stock. Honey Tin

Manufacturers. Agents for Alliance Box Co. and for

Benton’s Capping Melter.
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EDITORIAL
From general observations the season

‘

Woe are again inserting post-cards asking
for individual erop reports, and we should

appreciate our readers’ help in this matter

by just filling in the particularsand post-
ing. All information given is quite con-

fidential, and is used. for one purpose
only—that of giving an indication of how
the season shaped in the various districts.
We do not want anything beyond what is

asked for; there is no need to send a

covering letter giving particular incidents
of the season, as these cannot bo put in

the general summary.

seems to have been from fair to good, with

the exception of Canterbury, which is poor,

owing to unsettled weather.

. * e ®

We have received the seventh annual

report and balance-sheet of the N.Z. Co-op.
Honey Producers’ Association, and the

progress of that organisation is little short

of marvellous. We can add but very
little to the remarks made last month.

beyond again emphasising the opinion that

our industry stands or falls with that orga-
uisation. In spite of very adverse cireum-

stances avising almost from the start of

the Association’s business, steady and sub-
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EDITORIAL
From general observations the season

-
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® are again inserting post-cards asking
for individual erop reports, and we should

appreciate our readers’ help in this matter

by just filling in tho particulars and post-
ing. All information given is quite con-

fidential, and is used for one purpose

only—thatof giving an indication of how
tho season shaped in the various districts.
We clo not want anything beyond what is
asked for; there is no need to send a

covering letter giving partienlar incidents
of tho season, as these cannot be put in
the gonoral summary,

seems to have been from fair to good, with
the exception of Canterbury, which is poor,
owing to upsettled weather,

* * * .

We have received the seventh annual

report and balance-sheet of the N.Z, Co-op.
Honey Producers’ Association, and the

progress of that organisation is little short
of marvellous, We can add but very

little to the remarks made last month,
beyond again emphasising the opinion that
our industry stands or falls with that orga-
nisation. In spite of very adverse circum-
stances arising almost from the start of
the Association’sbusiness, steady and sub-
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meant a very great deal of hard work

and clear thinking on the part of the man-

agement, and we congratulay;

them
te

f Phe be 2epers, too, are to be con-

heartily, The beekeeper
aasratulated on reposing the trust

|

on the gentlemen who control theAssocia-
tion, and the balance-sheet jast issued

shows their trust is well placed.
« * € *

We are advised of a particularly mean

theft from a beekeeper in the Nelson

Province, from whom five hives, bees and

honey were stolen. We sincerely hope the

culprit will be discovered and punished
This sort of ting is, huppily, aseverely.

very rare occurrence.

» = * *

Reviews,

We have received from the American

Bee Journal a copy of the ‘‘Dadaut Sys-
tem of Beekeeping,’’ by C. P. Dadant, and

‘*Beekeeping in the South,’’ by Kenneth
Hawkins. The book on the Dadaut system
is interesting, as it goes folly into the
merits and demerits of the large hive, The
modified Dadant hives have a 40 yer cent.

larger brood comb area than the 10-frame

Langstroth. .

WEEK EEPERS’ JOURNAL,

Seeing the tendeney nowadays ix towards
a larger hive, which the Dadant family
have for years been using, those who waut
further evidence on this matter are

strongly advised to get the bool,

“‘Bockeepingin the South’! deals chiefly

with the seasons, methods, and houey flora
in the Southern States of America. The
book is splendidly illustrated, and the in-
formation js given in a clear, straight-out
manner, Apart from the partieular infor-
mation given, there is a lot of practicalmatter, Had we been asked what 9 ‘droneTeservoir’’ was, we should haye had to say

withDr, Miller, ‘“We don’t know’; butthe little book hag ‘‘out us wise,”
’ :

ee
Send for Pamphlet on “BEESWAX”?

Gl. POST FREE,

W. B. BRAY
Barry's ‘Bay.

[April 1, 1921,

Market Reports.

The Director of the Tlorticulture Division
has reeeived from the apiary instruetorg
tho following reports concerning the honey
crop prospects:—

:

Avekland—The indications, previously

reported, of good crops of honey being
secured have been fully realised. The ge.

son is now about over, and in many eases

extracting is finished,: Prices remain wn.

changed locally; but while there is a good
demand for light-coloured honey, the mar-

ket is not so keen for the darker grades,—
G, V. Westbrooke.

Wellington —With the exception of the

Poverty Buy District, the prospects of the

honey erop in the Wellington, Varanati,
and Hawke’s Bay Districts are pood. The
failure of the erop in Poverty Bay may

be attributable to the very dry weather
and bigh winds in the spring, and to the

increasing acreage devoted to sheep pas-
tnre. The returns from the other districts
are a good average, and of high quality.
Prices are slightly on the decline, but are

controlled by the co-operation of the bee-
farmers throughout the Dominion. Bees-
wax is quoted at 2/3 per Ib.; small lines
of extracted honey at 1/- per | Section

honey is searee,—I", A. Jacobsen.

Christchureh and Dunedin.—As  pre-
viously indicated, a fair average crop of

honey will be taken in most districts. The

dryness of the season seriously affected

returns in parts of South Canterbury near

the hills. The coastal districts fared

better, where the crops are considerably
above the average. Exeellent weather in

Southland set conditions right for a good
flow, where payable crops are assured.

extracting is in progress. The quality of

the honey this season is excellent, as is

usual when the clover pastures are in

good heart. Jn the thistle areas a good
flow is being experienced. Prices are firm.

Beeswax is in strong demand.—BH, A, arp.

Beekeepingfor Beginners.
[As these Instructions conform to the sensons

‘in the Auckland Distriets, an ollowance mast
be made for difference tn and
Bouth. Average the extreme

weeks carlicr, and in Senthland
weeks Infer,—BEa.]

Nerth are four
threo

The active work for the season is now

finished,and we must now see that all our

appliancesare well cleaned and put away.
These cost a lot of money nowadays, ant

a few hours spent on their attention is
well repaid,

To you who are in a small way, and pro-
duce only a little surplus—not sufficient
to send to the H.P,A—I would say, do not
sell what surplus you have below the
current value. There are a great number
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of men dependent on bees for their living,
aud these haye gone fo a tremendous Jot

of trouble and expense to get the co-opera-

tive svatem of marketing up to its present

standard, by whieh means the loeal price
of honey has been steadily improved and
the price maintained. But you will readily

seo that in any district where there are

n number of beekeepers who take whatever

price 1s offered by the grocer, the chance

of selling the Association’s goomlsat the

figure fixed by them is impossible. So that

if vou are not dependent on the price ob-

tained for your honey, just think of the

men who are, and don’t undersell. T am

charging 9d. per Ib, at the apiaty; con-

tainers extra.
mpHc,

District Reports.
TARANAKI.

There is not much to report this month.

The autumn flow has been very light on

account of the pastures being so dry.

Owing to the absence of winds, queen-

rearing has been most successful,

We were pleased to have Mr. Turbott

round to see us, and to know that the

TLP.A. is still alive, and intends working
the local market for all it is worth, The

management seems to have come out of

difficult times very creditably. Some bee-

men hardly realise what the H.P.A. has

meant to them; without our Company we

would be glad to accept +d. outright, in-

stead of an advance of 5%d. Of course,

I know the management is not perfect;
I have a small difference myself to adjust,
but Io am not silly enough to ent adrift
and leave the only lifeboat we have.

N.Z. BEEKEEP ERS’ JOURNAL. 63

was to be edueative to the publiv, and to

gain interest in the Association. To the

fore-front Was an observatory live, and

behind was a pyramid arrayed with various

samples of wax, boney in liquid and granu-

lated forms, capped frames of clover and

of cape-weed honey, and sections both filled

and in an unfinished stage. An item of

particular interest was @ collection of

samples of various honeys, and the eyes

of not few were opened to the fact

that different well-known boney producing
plants yielded honey differing greatly in

colour and grade. It was a modest dis-

play, a first attempt; but the remarks of

the passers by left no doubt of its being
fully appreciated,

a

We are pleased to weleome Mr. Gilling
to our distriet. It is too early yet to re

port progress; but we trust that his com-

ing may prove beneficial to the beekeeper,
but enlamitous to foul-brood.

J.P, BOYLE.

March 17th, 1921.

BALCLUTHA.

The Balclutha Beekeepers’ Association

held a field day at Mr. R. Jones’ apiary,
Rosebank, on February 19th, about 60 bee-

keepers being present; some of them came

| A long way, several from Romahapa, Kai-

| tangata, Benbar and surrounding districts.

We were urfortunate to get a very windy
day, and the bees got to business on some

of the visitors. Mr Earp, Government in-

structor, was present, and gave very in-

teresting instructions on how to treat foul-

brood, also how to handle bees without too

much smoke, and advised beekeepers to

try and do without the gloves, as they
became poison clogged, the smell of yhich
only made the bees bad to hancéle. The

first hive to be opened* was black bees,
which were bad for clustering, so Mr. Earp
opened up a hive of pure Italigus, and,

We intend holding a meeting of beemen | Considering the day, they were very quiet,

shortly to discuss matters of general in- | nnd the queen was easily found. Tle also

terest, and also to select a candidate for|Spoke on the way to form nucleus hives,
the H.P.A. directorate. | queen-rearing, and the use of the exeluder;

also of the advantage of the Becheepers’
Nssociation, and advised beekevpers to

join the Association, When the beekeepers
were in a body, they would be able to fix

a price for their honey. and also would

5 ‘

have a better chance of getting foul-brood
ome twelve months ago, at the A. and| wiped out, and various other things were

P. Society ’gAutumn.Show,about four bee- | spoken of which would be of help to the

keepers had entries in the honey classes,| beekeepers, An abundant supply ot re-

and of these only one man was a member | freshments was then handed round. which
of the Beekeepers’ Association, We were

H, R, PENNY.

Okaiawn, 14/3/21.

HAWKE'S BAY,

]

Was most aceeptable. Mrs. Jones and

p easedto see this year a number of en-| family were very attentive, and were

tries from among our members, and the| worthy of
; 1

the praise aceordet them.

majority of prizes were placed to their | Hearty cheers were given at the close, and
eredit, votes of thanks were passed to Mr. and

The Association itself was not without
EH Sonegy Mie. ary ead: the: vistors,

an exhibit. A small exhibition stand drew
round it an endless throng, who wished to TATERL,

see the bees ‘tmaking honey’? and the You know it is a superhuman task to

samples of honey the bees had made. A | collect details of the erop returns. One

general meeting had deeided it would be} hardly sees the members from ene week’s
worth while making a display of the pro-|end to another; it is impossible to travel
duets of the honey industry. The aim!round the district—impossible for me, at
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of their honey erop, and from these esti.

mates and information received fro,in

sourees outside the Association it is eyj.
’ x

.

dent that the season’s crop 18 going to je
far from satisfactory, generally speaking,

Mr. P. Martin read a paper on ‘Rap.

koeping, or Honey Producing,’? which wag

much appreciated,
A proposal was made to establish a lenq-

ing library for members, but at'ter some

discussion it was decided to let the matter
stand over till the next meeting.

It is possible that some of our members
may send exhibits to the National Dairy
Show.

Our Association will hold its next meet

ing on the 19th March, at Riwahiu,
GH. SARGHANT,

WEST COAST,

A demonstration in handling bees and

the treatment of foul-brood was given by
Mr. Earp, apiary instructor, under the

auspices of the West Coast Branch of the
National at Mr. Kitchingham’s apiary,
The day turned out fine, and the attend-
ance exceeded expectations, well over 100

being present.

Mr. A. Baty, on behalf of the Branch,

briefly introduced Mr, Earp, and advised

those present to take partieular notice of

Mr, Earp’s remarks, as he was 4

master at the game, and was the right
in the right place.

ast-

man

Mr. Darp, in reply, said he was agreeably
surprised at the amount of interest taken

in beekeeping on the West Coast. He

explained the advantages to be gained
by joining the THL.P.A., whose etforts in

the past, under the capable management
of Mr. Rylond, had done so mueh to allevi-
ate the old troubles which beekeepers had
laboured under, and thus assured them a

payable return for their labour. Further,
Mr, Narp explained the various methods
of handling bees, manipulation of frames,

e,, and pointed ont the ravages and
havoc wrought by ow old enemy foul-
brood,

Refreshments were provided by our

worthy host and hostess, Mr, and Mrs.

Kitehingham, and full justice was done
to the good things provided,

A hearty vote of thanks to Mr, Harp
and to the West Coast Branch was moved
by Mr, Reynolds, and seconded by Mr, FE.
Wade,

:

In speaking to the motion, Mr, Reynolds
said he thoroughly enjoyed Mr, Barp’s
address and demonstration,and he felt
sure the beckeepers of the Coast were very
fortunatein having their industey under
the able direetion of Mr, Harp,

Mr, Harp, in reply, said he was only too
pleased to give whatever instructions he
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4

could in the keeping of bees, and ndvised

all those present who were not niembers

of the National to join up with the local

Branch, and those who were members to

stick to it, and so help the industry along.

In the evening Mr. Earp delivereda

‘(Beekeeping’’ in Schroder’s

which was taxed to overflowing,
ject being foul-brood and
e

At the conclusion

of the lecture numerous questions were

lecture on

Rooms,
the principal sub

|

the treatment thereot.

asked and answered,

fr. Earp again reminded his hearers of

ie ubscip ot the elimination of foul-

brood, and spoke firm on that point, and

that he was not on a pleasure trip over

this way, but to carry out his duty, and

this he would be forced to do if beekeepers
do not clean up their apiaries.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded

the speaker for his able lecture.

D, T. COCHRANE.
Hon. Branch Secretary.

DairyShow.

BRITISH DATRY FARMERS’ ASSOCTA-

TION, LONDON.

I am advised that the above-mentioned
Show is to be held in the Royal Agricul-
tural Efall, London, on the 18th to 21st

October next, entries for which close on

the 8th August.

Copy of schedwe of awards, together
with entry form, is enclosed herewith.

As it is necessary for entries and ex-

hibits to be forwarded early to enable the

igh Commissioner, London, to make the

necessary urrangements, I shall be glad
to know if any interested Association pro-
poses to enter exhibits.

:

You might wish to mention this matter
in the Beekeepers’ Journal.

I am also communicating with the
manager, New Zealand Oo-op. Honey Pro-
ducers’ Association Ltd, Auckland.

Yours faithfully,
T. W. KIRK,

Director of the Horticulture Division.

[Copy of Scbedule.]

COLONTAL HONEY,

(Produced in the Overseas Domivions.)

Class W.—Three Vessels
Honey, as imported,

~

ntry Fee, 20s.)

of Extracted

Pirst Prize Silver Medal

Second Prize, . Bronze Medal
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Vessels must all be effeetively secured

against leakage to the satisfaction of the

judges, who will be empowered to submit
them to any necessary test at owner’s risk.

Honev will be received up to 6 p.m. on

MONDAY, 17th October,

WaipaBee Club.

A meeting of the Waipa Bee Club was

held at Te Awamutu on 25th February,
Mr. H. Bartlett-Miller in the chair. Pre-

sent: Mesdames Bartlett-Miller, Smedley,
H, Jones, Messrs. C. F. Ryland, A. H

Davies, A. L. Pearson, G, L. Jones, P. B

Holmes, R. Whitehead, Hugh ©, Jones, and

four others.
'

Press was represented
by the Waikato Times and Waipa Post.

Mr. C. Smedley requested the seeretary,
Mr, Hugh C, Jones, to outline the necessity
of a local Branch and its advantages. The

Chairman emphasised the of ¢o-

operation.
neeL of

Mr. G. L. Jones added they were willing
to assist those who had registered their

hives, but to have the law enforced on

those who had refused to register.

Mr. A. H. Davies, secretary of the Auck-

land Provincial Branch, suggested the Club

combine with the parent organisution.

On the proyosal of Mr. H, ©, Jones, sec-

onded by Mr. C. Smedley, it was unani-

mously agreed to amalgamate with the
National Association,

The election of officers was proceeded
with, the following gentlemen being ap-

|

pointed:—President, . HH. Bartlett-

Miller; Vice-Presidents, Mr. Smedley
and Mr, T. H. Clark; secretary, Mr, Hugh
C. Jones; committee—Messrs. B. Holmes,
G. L. Jones, W. and F. Leniham, with the

principal officers ex officio.

rm

On the chairman’s advice, backed by Mr,
Smedley, the secretary was instructed to

write to Mr. T. W. Kirk, of the Depart-
ment, asking the duplicates of all notices
of registration in the Waipa district be
forwarded to the Club,

After deciding to meet a fortnight later,
the Waipa Bee Club meeting corcluded.

Mr. C. PF, Ryland, manager of the H.P.A.,
then addressed those present on the co-

operative principle of marketing.

Following up intense interest, Mr.
Bartlett Bartlett-Miller, after remarking
that he had learned more that day about
the H.P.A, than ever before, complimented
Mr, Ryland on the splendid ability which
he had so amply shown, and assnred him
that the Club would support the H.P.A.

Votes of thanks to Messrs. Ryland and
Davies were carried with applause.

HUGH C, JONES,
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soME OF THE DIFFICUL! Les,

by Mr. P. Martin at Nelson

Branch Meeting.)

few occupations can be ee
more attractive than beek ee] B.

big returns and whit faa

done, and on the strength 0

Paper read Byee
Provincial

Very

appear
We hear of

body else has
de ie 2

these possibilities many make a eee

aat
beckeeping. In most cases hopes are

vntised }

fades; the
-onlised: the glowing picture

,

ronget neglected, and the ae ane
never becomes a honey prodneer, or rig :
at the start of our beekeeping experienc
very few of us realise that beekeeping hs
» sicilled occupation, and will require jus

close study, and
as much perseverance, F

hard work as do most otber oceupations.
What would you think of a man who

other
bought a hammer, saw, and a few

tools, and then set himself up as a car-

penter; or a fellow who obtaineda pot

or two of paint and a couple of brushes
and then started in business as a painter.

Painting appears very easy to the cnlooker,
but what chance would anyone have if

starting thus without experience? The

competent beekeeper must have a fair
knowledge of several trades, be something
of a nature student, study botany, so that

he will know what flora is nectar: produc-
ing, and when it may be expected to yield
and the duration of that yield: therefore,
we see how unreasonable it is for the man

without previous experience to expect big
returns for the first few seasous’ work;
and yet any intelligent man who starts on

right Jines can make his bees pay their
way right from his first season, for sue-

cessful honey producing depends chiefly on

three things:—The beekeeper, colony
strength at the time of the honey flow,
and the location. What concerns us least
to-night of these three is location. We
probably al know that it is desirable to
have a location giying a fair average yield
of good quality honey; but where hees are
a hobby or a side-line they must neces-

a ree at or

near our homes, the
of

the latter depending, of course,
on our main occupation,

:

The Beekeeper,~-Of the
mentioned, this is the one of

portance, The right sort of a beckeeper
will not wait for other things to sane

right, but will get to work and jut th ™right. Enthusiastic, energetic, and
rs

Severing, the snecessful beekeepermustbe, otherwise the bees will be left te mire
own devices instead of recelying thepe

aite. attention just when necessar
/

en, if the fellow happens to pe
#

beekeeper,he will start com Jai rent
luck, Luck does not e

Vint eee
: nter into2 beekeey-£, and the beekeeper Who counts on i

three points
greatest im-

per-

BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. [April 1, 199).

ill also have other things to count; plenty
of items on the debit side of his ledger.
for one thing, so do not negleet that colony
that might be preparing to swarm; other.
wise the bees will be doing vory littl.
towards keeping the beekeeper, While the

beekeeper remains, as one friend very
aptly put it, @ ‘keeper of beas.’? fy.
thusingm should be directed by a eloge
study of at least one good text-book, I

would choose a recent edition of Root 's
ABC and XYZ. Baines’ book for be.

ginners is good, while our own little Jour.
nal is well nigh indispensable to the Noy
Zealand beekeeper who would be yrogres-
sive, dealing as it does with hcekeeping
in our own country, and bringing us jin
touch with the leading beekeepers. Wp-
thusiasm does not mean opening the hives
every fine day of the year, or even every

month of the year. Our elimate is certainly
mild, and davs in the winter often warn
enough to open a hive if necessary. ft
never should be necessary, providing all

things have received attention—tho colony
queen right and well provided with stores,
the beos are best left alone from March til}

September, Mnthusiasm and eucrgy are

being well directed during this period if

the beekeeper is devoting his spare time

to the next season’s preparation, making

up supers, frames, painting hives, getting
a few spire covers and brood-chambers

ready; a few of these are a good asset

to any beekeeper, so just remember tho

rush you had last season making up a hive,
running to Buxton’s for a set of frames,
often to find there had been a few rush

orders, an‘l what you required was not in

stock; eventually hiving the swarm after

much delay, only to find it afterwards de-

camped. The fellow who would be

successful honey producer learns from such

mistakes what to avoid in future, and

profits by the knowledge gained. Poor

seasons like the last two we have had

bring discouragement; but persevere! Just

go to work as though you were sure of
next season being an extra good one, Start

getting ready now; decide what increase

you will make; when and how you will

male it, and, if possible, have everything
you are Jikely to require in the way of

material ready at the beginning of the

sonson—say, September. One who does
this ean devote his time to the require-
ments of the bees, and certainly manage
more colonies and gain far more pleasure
fo profit from them; also fewer disappoint-
ments will be met with, and difliculties
more easily overcome,

Strong Colony.—The advice found in

nearly every lext-book—*‘ Keep your colo-

nies strong’’—ig good, sound, orthodox ad-
vice, well worn, perhaps, but necessary,
for every real beekeeper must study colony
strength, expecially in relation to the
honey flow; what dogree of strength, and
when it is most desimble to have the
colony at that particular strength; how
Jong the colony will be getting to that

strength; ‘oes it require help in the way
of & comb or two of emerging bews! or can



April, 192J.J

it spare a comb o

weaker colony?
:

I"

ing depends a great deal upon knowing
these things. We are now neatly at the

end of onc season’s work; what we are

doing now or leaving oodone will to »

great extent determine whethernext sea-

son brings suecess or failure, for we must

considerthe wintering of our
becs as the

foundation for next season s work, A

strong colony free from disease, heuded by

a young vigorous queen and abundantly

suppliedwith good combs of senled stores,
ig safe for the next six months, and will

give the beekeeper very happy, hopeful

feelings when he opens up next September.
How often we find someone attempting to

carry over the winter stocks that are not

strong enough in becs to be even con-
sidered a respectable two-framecd nuclei

or a colony with a failing queen, or yet

again a good colony strong in bees but

poor in stores. Some beekeepers often

think a narrow streak of honey or a small

pateh in the corners is sufficient. True,

the bees often survive on this starvation

diet. Is it fair treatment? Can you rea-

sonably expect them to come out strong in

spring and build up rapidly? Another
common sight is entrances choked with

rubbish or dilapidated hives, leaky covers,

No real beekeeper will tolerate a leaky
cover on his hives during winter or a mat

the edges of which are showing outside

the hive, for it cannot fail to absorb mois-

ture and keep the inside of the hive damp
all the winter;
sidered conducive to the health and well-

being of any colony of bees. Let us look

cn our bees as co-workers and partners;
treat them generously:—it pays with most

of your fellow-beings; it pays with bees!

Notes on Tour.

(By FRED C, BAINES.)

There bad been for a considerable time

a feeling among the members of the
Executive that it was highly desirable

~ that one of them should get round to the

various Branches to attend the Field Days;
but owing to the time required and the
fact that they all were commercial bee-

keepers, it was found impossible to carry
out such a tour, However, as my season

is usually earlier than other parts, I in-
formed the members T would, if at all

possible, get an early extraction, aud thus
be able to leave the bees in comparative
safety, T would make an attempt to get
round, This T was able to do by extract-

ing on ard January, when T found the bees

had done protty well, and the flow still on.

By getting the Journal matter out a bit

onrlier than usual, was able to leave

home on 24th January, when t made direct

for Dunedin, to attend the Clutha Valley
Field Day on 29th January, Unfortu-
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f two to help up another | ately,the weather turned out very bad

Successful honey produe-|indeed for a beekeepers’ field day, heavy
cold showers, with a keen wind blowing,

making it most unpleasant. Personally, L

didn’t enjoy the twelve mile trip to the

apiary in an open ear, which meant a wet

jacket and a general chilliness. flowever,

the weleome accorded me by the members

of the Clutha Valley Branch made up con-

siderably for the uncongenial atw-osphere-
The report of the proceedings has al-

ready been given; but J should just like

to add my appreciation of Mr, MeArthur’s

kindness in going to such trouble to make

|
the day a success.

Ciutha Valley strikes me as being a very

fine district for beekeeping, although I did

not see it at its best. There is an abun-

dance of clover, Californian and Seoteh

thistle; therefore, the honey produced is

first grade in colour, flavour, and every

other particular. The Cluthba Valley is in

a unique condition as regards beekeeping.
as there is no foul-brood knowa within

a radius of twenty miles. This state of

affairs has been brought about very largely

by the work and enthusiasm of Mr. H. N.

'Goodman, secretary of the Branch, who

| has* goneto no end of trouble in educating
,and assisting those who keep bees to ran

l their hives profitably and withont danger
to their fellows. And I- learn they are

that anxious to minimise the risk of im-

| porting disease that they are approaching
the H.P.A. to allow the beekeepers to

supply the stores with the honey required,
as it is recognised that one of the chief

causes of the disease spreading is the

throwing cut of the more or less empty
honey tin, which the bees in the district

clean up. My opinion is that the Clutha

Valley is splendid for beekeeping. and the

',Braneh is run by men who ean only be

deseribed as the ‘‘salt’’ of the industry,
Sunday, the 30th January, was spent in

Dunedin in the company of a comfortable
fire.

On Monday, January Slst, I was shown

over the works of Messrs, F. J. Lake and

Co.. who make the larger quantity of

honey tins used in the South Tsland. Mr.
Lake went to a great deal of trouble in

showing me the various machines used, all

of which are right up to date, with the

result that the tins were certainly as good
as the best T have seen, I got the impres-
sion some years ago that only one firm in

New Zealand could make really good ex-

port honey tins, and that was in rhe north;
but I know different now.

The next journey, on February Ist, was

to Invereargill to attend the Southland

Branch Field Day on 2nd February, at

Mr. F. Hemmingsen’s apiary at Seaward

Bush. I was fortunate to get a lift in

Mr, E. P, Brogan’s ear from Edendale, and

thus enabled to get a good view of the

country. And what a district for com-

mercial beekeeping! I am bound to admit

that in all my travels over a good part of

both islands, it was in Sonthland I saw

what real clover country was like. The

paddoeks for the most part wore full of
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anything1 he
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seasons the crop

oming on d
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an course, I know that

suffers owing to

uring the pexiort
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> but that cannot be

of tho nancyTy in any locality. I also
the climate in the winter 1S

but I also know a aa
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daily return of a scale hive ev

highesteee 27]bs.—was in Southland.

fter secing the district, IT can now goes
stand the ten and eleven-ton ¢rofs Per
eplonies that have been recorded.

1 am
told that, given the bees in goodcondition,
a fortnight’s fine weather will give you

a good crop, and I can well believo if.

The Southland Field Day was one of the

best Lhave ever attended, From the wel-
come by the genial President (Mr. Carl
Larson) right to the end of an extensive

programme, arranged and adhered to by
Mr. Hemmingsen, ably assisted by Mr.

5, A. Earp, the proceedings went with a

vim. The ladies attended to the catering
splendidly, and the whole function was

successfully carried out in glorious weather,

Whilst in Edendale I called on Mr. R.

Gibb, of Menzies Ferry, and found him

very busy indeed with his queen-rearing.
He has had a very heavy job keeping pace
with the orders. I was shown some very
fine breeding queens, and cells in all stages
of development. Mr. Gibb works on con-

scientious hues, and his stock is very good
indeed,

guaranteed
know that

pretty severe,

The next morning, 3rd February, I was

again fortunate in securing a seat in Mr.
Brogan’s car, and enabled to go right
through by road to Mosgiel, where I was
due to addtess the Taieri Branch. We went
Tather a round-about way on purpose that
[ should see the country, through Kahmai
Edendale Plains, Mataura, Gore, Waikaka
Valley, Tapanui to Crookston, Here we
called on our old friend. Mr, R. Stewart
and I was able to admire his breedingstocks, The next part of the journey
was via Rae's Junction, Beaumont, Law-
rence, Milton, to Mosgiel, Wa covered
something like 180 miles on this trip, and
the greater part of it could be described4s good bee eountry; yet J very much
doubt if there were 10 colonies to the
Square mile. Certain it is that travellin
with the inspector, who knew the Nees
ne a!the different beekeepers,we vari

ough wiles and miles of excellentcountry that was nh ot know
hive of bees, ae

,

by a meetingat Mosgiel way attended
Vt

-» persons, under the 31
:

of Mr. W. Clark, of Mosgicl.PremSaheycordeda very attentive hearing
aig

& lot of good fellows ankious toget the best for the industry,
do and

The next visi
mia ote sit Was to the (

Field Day,on 5th Raburn Canterbury
J at the Re-
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on Department’s Farm at Avon-
The apiary here is in. temporary

the permanent site being
down and planted with break- winds.
apiary ie 1D being for the purposeof edu-

eating returned soldiers in the industry as

a means of livelihood, and is in chargeof

Mr. G. L, Hight, who, I am quite willing
e believe, is doing his best; but that he

is not the right man for the job is obvious,
How ean a man teach others commerecig]

beekeeping when the whole sum of the

teacher’s experience is a term as a cadet

at Ruakura? Does the Repatriation Board

set, an apprentice in engineering to teach

others the trade? Then, why beekeeping?
Ask any of the cadets who have started

commercial beekeeping for their opinion
as to conditions ruling at Ruakura to those
when they are out ‘‘on their own’? for a

living. I say it is not fair to the industry,
and very unfair to those who may be

tempted to take up beekeeping for a liv-

ing, because they have no chance whatever
of knowing what commercial beekeeping
means. They may argue that if a term

at Ruakura is sufficient education to enable

a man to take charge of an apiary like

this, then there isn’t much ¢o learn in

beekeeping. Another strange thing is this:

The one-year cadets that have been ap-

pointed by the Department have been in-

spectors only: the Department has made

it particularly clear that instraction has

to be left to the qualified officer. But here

is a case where the cadet IS the instructor,
and to those who intend to make beekeep-
ing a living.

patriati
head,

quarters,

I do not wish to be accused of ‘‘attack-

ing’’ Mr. Hight; I believe he is doing his
best with the most vicious lot of bees it

has been my ill-luck to be with; but I

do ‘‘attack’’ an arrangement that is abso-

lutely unsound, and one liable to lead re-

turned soldiers to venture on a line that.
will lead to failure. If you are going to

teach commercial beekeepinvg, then the
teacher must have had commercial experi-
ence, otherwise he is attempting to teach

something he knows nothing about,

The Field Day was attended by a fair
number of people, and to Mr, Earp for the

demonstration at the hives, and to Miss

Mackay and Mrs, Ward must be accorded
the merit of success the outing was.

Whilst attending the above, I was asked
to try and get along to Rangiora, us there
was & possibility of starting a Branch
there,

On the Monday, Vebruary 7th, | was on

my way again down south, as | had been
asked to address the beekeepers at Bal-
clutha, with the idea of forming a Branch.
I was most hospitably entertained by Mr.

R. Jones, of Rosebank, Balelutha, who

kindlyallowed me to use his rooms for the
meeting, which was attended by about 20
people, who listened very attentively to
what [ had to say, and decided ta form a

pranshof the National, The beekeepers
1e@Te fre very keen to get the district

Clan af dioanna 41 Bt
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neighboursin Clutha Valley; and why not?

The district is an excellent one for bee-

keeping, and the only real drawback is the

prevalenceof disease. I learn they are

about to uttempt to get some of the mem-

bers appointed local inspectors to assist

the Department 10 getting the district

elear.

Mrs. Jones very kindly provided a very

excellent supper, and a hearty vote of

thanks to Mr. and Mrs, Jones terminated

{he meeting.

Tuesday, February 8th, was spent in

travelling back to Christehurel, and on

the following day I was off to Rangiora.
On the journey to Rangiora I was accom-

panied by Mr. EF, A. Earp, apiary instruc-

tor, and I am only sorry I did not have

his company the whole South Island trip,
because if there is one man more than

another who is looked up to and whose

presence and remarks are appreciated, it

is the self-same Mr. Earp. During the

whole of my trip, wherever I went Mr.

Earp’s name was always mentiored with

enthusiasm and gennine regard for the

work he was doing for the industry.

The meeting at Rangiora was called by
Mr. H. A, Johnstone, who is very keen for

the National and the honey industry gener-

ally, and was attended by about twenty
People, the chair being occupied by the

Mayor, Mr. ©. I, Jennings. After listen-

ing to what Mr, Harp and I had to say,
those present decided to form a Branch.

The district seemed to me a very suitable
one for beekeeping. Of course, it is the

same as the whole of the Canterbury
Plains—liable to drought; but T know of
no, district where there is all honey and
no stings of any sort.

As it was necessary to catch the first
train in the morning for the West Coast,
we had to engage a motor to get us back
to Christchurch that night, where we ar-

rived at 11.30 pm., and had you been in
Cathedral Square about that time you
would have seen a representative of the

Government and the National having their
Supper at a coffee stall!

Next morning at 8.30 a.m. I boarded the
train to Arthur’s Pass. The country here
as far as Springfield looked very good for
our industry, and as far as I ean learn is
not at all overstocked. I enjoyed the

scenery about the Pass and the drive

through the Otira Gorge to the station
at Otira, where T reckoned I was well on

the way to the West Coast. There was not

much other than the bush to interest 2

beokeeper, yet the number of rata trees

must be cnormous; and although I was

told this was not a year that the rata

bloomed, I could sea a great number in

loom, and could only imagine what the
bush must be like in a blooming season.

At Groymouth IT was met by Rigas.A, Baty and D, T. Cochrane, president and

secretary of the West Coast Branch, who

Wiese cee SE ke a ai a ee we
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On the Friday I was shown round the

district by Messrs. Baty and Cochrane,
and saw a little of the beauties of the

Coast. L saw something rather unusual

here. A road was being made round the

edge of some cliffs, and the man who was

working there said he was throwing gold-
dust into the creek, I naturally was a bit

shy of taking that, so to convince me he

dug up a shovelful of earth, wasked it in

a pool, and sure enough there were three

specks of fine gold in the shovel. And

just above where he was making the road

was an outerop of coal about 6ft. wide.

The whole Place was covered with timber,
and I began to realise that the West Coast

is one of great potentialities in the future,

On the Saturday morning I proceeded to

Mr. F, Kitchingham’s apiary, about three

miles out of Greymouth. Here I found

everything in splendid order, and the re-

sults obtained from the apiary as good as

those elsewhere.

The Field Day was held at Mr. QO.

Butler’s, Kahikatea, and I was sorry to

find Mr. Butler confined to his bed. This

gentleman has his own original idea with

regard to frames. He has a wooden slat

down the centre, and in the hives I opened
the queen had used only the front half

of the frame (that nearest the cntrance)
for breeding; the other half was used by
the bees for storage. I confess [ could not

see any aavantage whatever—rather the

reverse,

The gathering was attended by about 60

people, which was very good inceed, con-

sidering the annual pienic of the miners

was held the same day.

I had the experience of taking the de-

monstration myself, but as it was my
initial attempt at the job, I am afraid
I did not do very well; but thev all ap-

peared interested, which was kind!

In the evening I addressed another

gathering of interested people, who also

listened very patiently to what [ had to

say relative to the National and H.P.A.

Now, as regards Greymouth and district

tor beekeepirg, I feel that it is quite a

payable proposition now, because there is

such a tremendous amount ef loney-bear-
ing flora in the bush, And the blackberry!
Well, I have never seen anything like it

in my life: miles and miles of them, and

good honey-yielders, too! I tasted some

pure blackberry honey at Mr. G R

Dixon’s, Bronner. Dead white in colour,
fine in grain, very sweet to the palate,
with an after-taste of bitterness. But in

the rata blooming seasou, which I under-

stand comes every third year, the yield
must be enormous, and the results obtained
in these years are really wonderful. I ean

quite imagine the honey must simply pour
in. Therefore, I feel that the West Coast
offers quite a good proposition for beekeep-
ing, and the results obtained this year
are quite good, although this is considered
an ‘‘nff vanr

7?



West Coast without

;
voiation of Messrs. Baty,

recording myOPPeen of cha Weat: Ooazt

a These gentlemen
have run &

Deeigntlymectingover since they started
ad Branch,and have managed to maintain

interest the whole time—absolutely weet
on the industty; keen on the National;and
Joval to a man to the H.P.A. [ came away

from the West Coast with more enthusiasm
than T went; the ‘West Coasters ©are all

‘ewhite’’ men, and a pleasure to meet.

ay IT had to motur to Reef-

to eatch the car on Monday

ute to Nelson,

10

T cannot leave tl

On the Sund

ton on purpose
to Glenhope en ro

through the Buller
I enjoyed the trip*

as dreadfully dusty.
Gorge, although it w

|

There was not a great deal to interest a

beekeeper en route save jush at Murchison,
The valley offers a field for beekeeping,

although not to a very large extent. was

not very favourably impressed with the

districts passed through in the train from
Glenhope to Nelson, the latter place being,

to my mind, quite unsuitable.

I had arranged by wire with the see-

retary. of the Nelson Provincial Branch

to address a meeting, but unfortunately
he was on holiday at the time, consequently
my wire was awaiting his return, and I

had arrived by then. However, T owas able

to spend a very interesting evening with

Mr. ©. B. Morris, of Riwaka, the president
of the Branch, who, besides being a bee-
keeper, is an analytical chemist and micro-

scopist. I saw the actual foul-brood bacilli

by the aid of his powerful microscope.

The following day I called on Mr. P.

Martin, of Umukuri, who was busy with
his bees; he was very much annoyed that

our meeting had been unfortunately
abandoned. |

I was not very much impressed with

Nelson and the districts I travelled there:

an absence of pasture land for one thing,

and everything looking very dry ami

parched,

From Nelson T motored through to Blen-

heim, and until we got fairly well into

Marlborongh, I did not think very much

of the country for beekeeping.

At Blenheim I was met by our old friend

Mr, J. A. Moreland, who was waiting my

arrival, He immediately placed himself and

car at my disposal, and J was thus able to

have a good look round the distriet, I

understand that they have had this season

considerably more rain than usual, which

had so altcred .the general appearance of

the country that one was inelined to get
over-enthneiastic, Certainly the acres ene

acres of lucerne in flower was a very fine

sight, with an enormous showing of Cali-

fornianthistle and the ordinary Scoteh

variety. Then the river-beds are an abso-
lute mass of the weed known as the blue

flower (Vipers bugloss), which is a gre:

yielder of honey and the
fs

nok 4

ing pretty well Gee Meaad to Hee: |
rouds,

padlocks and

‘
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had one of the best seasons

eo that I saw the district at

{do not want to paint

{oo rosy a picture; therefore, [ obtained
some particulars as to general conditions,
and found that one of the chief difficulties
ig drought; another is floods, which al-

though not frequent, are pretty severe when

they do come along,

Mr. Moreland took me out to Renwick-

town, where Ttwas able to see Mr. J. FL

Todd's apiary and queen-reating stock.

Mr. Todd has got together a beautiful

strain, and has a very complete system

of checking every qucen, and [I ean easily
understand the very favourable reports of

his stock I had heard whilst on tour.

The meeting was called for the Wriday
nt unfortunately there was a strong
attraction, ant the atten ‘ance wis

very small. But if was considered advis-

able to form the nucleus of a Branch, and

to that end three paid their subscriptions,

On the Saturday 1 left for Picton, where

was met by Mr. G. M, Blizzard, but

unfortunately the Wellington bont left too

early for me to have a look rount the dis-

trict, There certainly doesn’t Jook tq bo

much for bees about there, and TI was very

much surprised to learn the average of

Mr, Blizzard’s apiary.

LT -arrived in Wellington on Saturday

evening, and left for Auckland on the

following Monday evening.

Jn Anueisland I had a_ lool round the

H.P.A. depot, and found everything in

readiness for coping with the new seaSou’s

crop. The following day (24th February)
T was able to get home, after an absence
of 31 days.

T desire to place on, record my sincere

thanks to all those who did so much to

make my slay pleasant in their respective
districts, My chief difficulty was to get

away, as L was wanted to ‘‘see the dis-

irict,’’ ‘‘stay and see so-and-su,’’ par-

ticularly on the West Coast.

Although IT only had a passing glimpse
of the country, and saw only a tithe of

what there is to be seen, T am more than

ever convinced that the question of the

control of apiary boundaries is absolutely

unnecessary, There are hundreds of thou-

sands of acres without a known colony
to the mile, und that in good country, too,

They have

experienced,
its best, However,

might, b

counter-

ed

The senior magistrate for Christehureh

(Mr. 8, BE, MeCarthy) has been, according
to the Lyttelton Times, giving sume solid

and badly needed advice to a bateh of

budding J,Ps, My, MeCarthy gravely told
them that no English gentleman considered
his education complete until he Inne served
as a J.P, (nglish gentlemen and papers,
please copy!) Two or three of these

gentlemen who want to completo their edu-

cations (and not buds this time either, but

full-blown blossoms), have shown that

they have not much time to bother about
the statutes of the country, In faet, one
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such, hathoag from Dunsandel, held that
he didn’t come under the law just like
the common herd, so he hadn’t hothered
{o register his apiary this time, thank you.

However, the dear old lady on the bench
pointed out that even J.Ps. came within
the meaning, and promptly fined him one

shilling, and wouldn’t even allow him his

travelling costs, or words to that effect.
Rumour bus it that this partiewlas Justice
of the Peace has been asked to become
patron of the ‘‘Society for the protection
of persecuted apiarists,’* Several members
of the society have already been fined
several sheikels for simply happening to
have a tew odd boxes about which bees
had carelessly roosted in, and wouldn’t
come out either when asked to quite niceby,
Tt is proposed that the society's badge,
or, rather, coat-of-arms, contains a repre-
sentation, life-size, of a J.P. (from the
old English, Jolly Phellow!) ran:pant on

an inverted petrol case, and the matto ‘‘ Nil
Desperandum’’ gives the whole movement

the required
‘‘

ginger! ’’—Contributed, |
5

Virginsand Royal Jell |y Y.
I notice there is a bit of a controversy

as to whether newly hatehed queens re-

quire royal jelly or. not. After thirty
years careful observation of hatehing
queens, under all sorts of conditions, my
opinion is that they do not require it, ani
will not touch it under natural conditions.
In a hive where no swarming is contem-

plated, a young queen on hatching is not
taken the slightest notice of by the bees.
She crawls round, and about the first thing
helps herself to a feed of honey from an

open cell, She will then slowly crawl
round for half an hour or so, and while

doing so have two or three more helpings
from open cells of honey. By this time
she is beginning to feel her legs, so

)

to

speak, anil begins to search for possible
rivals, and any other cells encountered
are at once bitten into and the inmate

despatched if the bees do pot guard them
and drive her off. Tf she does not en-

eounter any other cells, the one she
‘

emerged from is often bitten into, and not

finding any inmate she bites down into

any royal jelly remaining in the cell. This

jelly, which is often partly dried, she does
not eat, as some seem to suppose; it i

simply bitten to small pieces and dropped;
if it is still partly liquid, she will on

rare oecasions almost bury herself in it.
But as a rule she is satisfied after biting
through the cell, Some queens are much
more jealous than others, and I am eertain
this is the motive of their chewing down

into the cell they emerged trom. As a

matter of fact, have many a time put
fresh royal jelly in the way of a newly
emerged queen, and they will as a general
rule if hungry touch it with their tongue
and then (urn away and take honey every
time instead, The food a newly hatched

queen prefers and will look for every time

.Z. BEEKEEPERS? JOURNAL.a ON
71

is the hovey thinned down for immediate
use that ig
brood nest whore young bees are hatehing.
She will turn away from a drop of the
thiek ripened honey and search for the
thinned down article; and newly hatched

to be found in every normal

qneens in nursery cages always seem to

me to do better if given access to a little
of this thin honey when they first emerge
than on candy alone; and one thing I have
often noticed those that have had honey
On emerging are always, other things
being equal, ready to take their mating
flight two or three days ahead of those
that had aeeess to candy only. After a

queen is from 24 to 36 hours old, and in

possession of the colony, there seems no

set rule as to her feeding; some seem to

always help themselves till they start

Inying, others when hungry simply so to

speak shove their nose in a bee’s face; if the

bee hay honey_it will crouch down slightly
and give up what is demanded; if it bas

none if turns away, and she tries another.

I have often watched this performance,
and it is honey that seems to be passert

as the tiny drop given up by the

can easily be seen,

R, STEWART.

Crookston, 14th Feb., 1921.

On the Recent Appearance
of Mason Bees in South

Canterbury.
(A paper read at the Canterbury Brane)

Field Day by Mr. W. E, Barker.)

THE MIRACLE OF LIFE.

(By Grace Allen.)

Within a beehive in the spring
There lies a very wondrous thing—
So frail an egg it almost seems

A mote to float through fairy dreams,

In dews at night when silver light
Comes dancing down in streams,
Yet life is in this tiny thing,
And growth, aad future eye, and wing,
Sure instinct, and the love of light,
And treasured heritage of flight.
(O wing of bees! And eye that sees

With such a different sight!)

Wee what miracle befell
To couch you in this fragile cell?

What miracle shall yet befall
When winged life through waxen wall

Shall brenk its way some summer day
To follow life’s far eall?

’
Legeegg,

How vain my questions, egg in cell!

You cannot understand nor tell,
*

T cannot understand nor know

How life can come, and life can grow,
All wonder seems to end in dreams;
Perhaps we worship so.

|
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wo live, more brief ajpear our

sueceeding stages.’

een a Mason bee? Any

eC vay be with us

sortese aoe(You,and I wish

foakeerhad? for there they fll every koy-
holo convenient and inconvenient
cranny

r

clay cradles, and are

anathema tidy housewife, One

“insists in building in my daughter’s bed-

curtains, much to her distress, for

they certainly, like our honey hee, fulfil

the divine ordinance, ‘“keap your cradles

full.’’ Three weeks ago one foolishlyde-
cided that the folds of my oilskin hanging
on the veraudah was a suitable place to set

up bousekeeping in, and in a few days had
three long clay tubes built, each divided

into from seven to twelve chambers, cach

stored with from ten to twelve unfortu-

nate spiders of gay, gorgeous hues in cool

storage; fot this bee, by paralysing a nerve

centre, or injecting a subtle poison—a

point not settled yet—thos preserves its
victims for the future sustenance of its

progeny; us it finishes each cell, it deposits
its egg on one of the spiders, and in a few

hours the grub hatches therefrom and

feeds upon the juices of the spider; and

when one is finished moves on to the next,
till all in the cell are exhausted, and it

sinks to rest. satiated, as a pupe, and

awaits the resurrection of the just.

The larvae has more inherent sense

than I gave it eredit for. The one

I have under observation at present started

as a wee spec, just visible to the naked

eye, and is now a bloated aristocrat from

feasting on its victims, which 7 have fFre-

pared for if in an agate saucer. It seizes

on one, first puncturing the abdomen and

extracting its juices; it then enils round

‘*The more

life’s

dave you ever Ss

the remains and goes over the limbs

serriatim, passing each between its

mandibles from end to end with as much

skill as the most experienced gourmet
amongst us treats a lobster’s claw. I hope
to watch if spin its cocoon; but the last
two I watched disappointed me, giving up
their ghosts just at the critical moment.

I fancy, however, its shroud is more of the
nature of an exudation which hardens, It
is interesting to note that when he wakes

up he has not the instinets of the spiders
he has consumed, but that of his fore-

bears, for the spirit of the latter has
returned to God who gave it, 1 fee

tempted here to introduee a good story
and let if point its own moral:—In the

very early days we used to have to eross

the Rangitata in a punt, and u friend of
mine was crossing with his wife; but in

stepping out he inadvertently kicked the
punt into the stream, down which it rapidly
went, carrying his wife and child with it,
My friend Jost his nerve, and ran along the
bank erying, ‘Good-bye, Emma, good-bye;
I will meet you in heaven’’; to which his
wife, who remained jdacidly knitting, re-

phed, ‘‘Dou't be stupid, Charles, '' for she

realised that it would soon get stranded
"he sequel is amusing, Many years after,

the son, grown to be a nan, was being

[April 1, 1921,

shown round the South Canterbury Freez-

ing Works. As he was passing 4 buteher

who was dospatehing an unfortunateowe,
he was surprised to hear him say,

:

Good-
bye, Emma; T will meet you 1 heaven!

These chambers are not built with the
beautiful mathematienl accuracy of our

honey boe, but vary, appavently, with the

day’s enteh of spiders. In three weeks she

completed three such homes, and it was

most interesting to gently pull the creases

apart and wateh her at work, humming
the while with contentment, as she

kneaded the mortar tequired for her domi-

cile with ber saliva. Now, one interesting
fact to observe is that she does vot spend
tho night with her offspring, but retires

to the stony pathway adjoining when the

sun sinks to Why? It is hard to

find a reason why. Perhaps she is afraid

that tho spooks, or gnomes, or fairies of

the departed spiders might tease her in

her slumbers for despoiling them of their

bodies; and one can well understand that

after such hereulean labours she needs a

good night’s rest, for in three weeks she

has filled 27 chambers with from J0 to 12

spiders in each, and must have travelled

some. at a wonderful thing this in-

stinet is in us, urging us to reproduce our

species, and how far-reaching are
1

effects. Where would our honey industry
be if the bees adopted the Malthusian

theory and argued: We will limit our

family; why should we flood the world

with our species for others to reap the

benefit of our industry; we will go slow.

I think this late war has taught many a

Malthusian very sadly the folly of such

reasoning.

Tt is just about seven years since L first

observed the Mason bees, and that was

a much smaller species, amidst the hot

rocks up the Orari Gorge. It is about

three years since J first heard of this larger
species appearing in the district, and if

they go on multiplying at’ their present
rate, the spiders in the district will soon

think life is nof, worth living. Amongst
all these hundreds of victims, I furnd only
one of a sombre and Inconspienous colour,
and that was a female, But let vot my
lady friends here present,too heartily take
credit to their sex for superior wisdom,
for if Mr, Darwin is right, the couspicuous
colouring of the male is owing to, through
countless generations, the female's love of
the beautiful, inducing them to select the
gayost and most conspicuous males as

their companions; in fact, the life of the
male spider is not a happy one, for it
his efforts to please the fair sox are not

weceptedshe eats him, and if ho sueceeds
in eseaping her clutehes, he may be per-

DADELAEPreserved by some passing Mason
ee,

Some idea of the enormous industry of

the Mason bee may be gathered from the

fact that every few years in Irance the
tiles from the houses have to be removed
and seraped, or they are brought to the
ground by the tons of clay they gradually
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a into them, Everything seems to work

ether for goodin this world, to work

for au equilibriam ; and we must he care

we, with our purely utilitarian

ideas, interfere with it, as sooner or Inter

wa will have cause to regret it. Along
lines we seem to be erting in our

eceial laws and usages, to have run off

the lives and lost touch with the Unseen

Universe. All through Nature we find

that it is love—love of the species that

gaves the species from extinction; and i¢

is only love—love of humanity per se—

that will save us from Bolshevism. The

man who raises up a big family in the

knowledge of what is right snd wrong

ag he sees it, is doing a much grer.ter work

for God and humanity than he who limits

his family to two in order that he may

have money enough to go to the pictures.

pil

This is one of the lessons [ think we

can gather from the Mason hee, und this

js where L disagree with the Eugenics, and

is another of the ways in which instinct

proves itself nearer to God than reson.

In our anxiety to squeeze the mouey from

our bees, [ think it does us well to pause
at times and think with what wonderfu}

intelligence it, too, works ouf its life’s

history, at the same time indirectly filling
our fields with blossoms, and returning to |

the farmer his hay, whilst at the same tinie

it replenishes the earth with its species.
And there is so much yet to leain of the

why and the wherefore of the way in

which they carry out these pronlems that
I see that, with a little guidance from us

in the future, we can as surely bend them

towards our interests as the farmer can

improve the strain of his own stock. The

great problem of gaining complete control
of the male element in our queen-rearing
instead of the at present haphazard ‘‘off-
with-her-head’’ plan, is, I am pleased to

say, much nearer the solving than it was

a few years ago; therefore, think it not
waste of time and money this institution

of State apiaries or any individual atten-
tion you may give to them. When as

4 member of the National I look back

through the twenty odd years T have been
na beekeeper, I am well satisfied with the

Progress we have made, I think it angurs
well for the future of Apus mellifiea, es-

Freciallywhen the Government so readily
Assists us in our investigations.

ts it not wonderful that so small an insect
can materially affect the balance of Nature
in working out its destiny. Personally, 1

am a believer in sentient matter—i.e.,
When matter attains a certain complexity,
the spirit of God is able to enter in, and

it becomes a living soul. Generations of

inherited instinets aceount for the rest.

We all feel the divine within us, and

Stroteh out blind hands to seize it. ®

Universal Mind is able to impress itself
Upon the sentient matter of the cells of
each of us, of each individual entity, and
work through it. Tt ends aceording to our

Atttinments, and so we can account for
the wonderful wisdom shown in such in-
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Sects as the Mason bee, the honey bee, and
even man. Be that as it may, insects can

upset the balance of Nature, and also man,
and so indirectly affect our industry. Let
us not forget Darwin’s great generalisn-
tion, his one and only joke:—

“Old maids keep eats; cats eat mice;
mice destroy bees; bees fertilise clover;
clover produces honey; therefore’ ’——

But T had better end my paper here,
and leave you to decide which is sweetest.
I must leave it to the younger generation
to decide whether there shall be less old

maids or mare honey in the future. Nature
iS one, and undivided; tt differs only in

degree,

In visiting the different apiaries where
[ found colonies with plenty of stores, i

frequently found strong colonies, but not

always. Where [I found colonies with

young queens, I frequently found strong

colonies, but not always, But where I found

colonies with both young queens and abun-

dant stores, L always found strong colonies;

yes, every pop!—Jay Smith,
‘‘ Western

Honey Bee.’’

SubscriptionsReceived.
(NOTE.—Should there be found any dis-

crepancy, please write the Editor.]
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Ss. Darey, Masterton, to Feb, 22
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A. &. Logan, Otahuhu, to March

Mistakes Persisted in

ConstituteFailure.
(By GEO, W. WILLIAMS, in The Western

Honey Bee.)

The most far-reaching of there errors

have been made in planning the policies
of the associations, Beekeeping is un-

fortunate in one respect; it cau hardly be

termed a voenation vet, althongh we have

many specialists, and the number is in-

creasing. We must recognise the faet that

the vast majority of ‘‘beekecpers’’ follow

it as an avocation in connection with othor

things. This is a source of strength to our

business, so long as the allied oceupation
is hortiewture, chicken farming, or some-

thing similar,

But in vecent years a peenliay condition

lias arisen. It has become necessary, for

the good of the industry, to create official

and edueational positions to cheek the

ravages of disease and for other nevessury

purposes. Bome of these positions pay
such bigh salaries that they attract the

aimbifious ‘*

beekeeper’? who produces
honey principally by proxy, anid who has

been allowed to use our ussociations to

advance his political aspirations.
It was mistake No, J when we allowed

this to occur, Mistake No, 2, and supple-
mentary to No, 1, was a failure to take care

of the vital business interests of the men

who are in the business for a Uving now,
oy intend to be jn the future,

It is these men whose interests are para

mount, The jaspectors, schools of justruc-

tion, buresus of entomology, and all the
other ‘‘yel tape and brass buttous,’? exist

only that these men may become better
fitted to eonduet their business po as to
make money from it,

rs’ JOURNAL, [April 1h 192).

The

keeper a

looking

amatenr and the ‘farmer’ bee.

ro incidental, Many of them are

ropward to larger production, and

are broad-minded in their views. Mtis from

this class that our specialists will come,

The large number of these amateur hee-

keepers make them conspicuous, tnd their
opinions and pet ‘Ocinks’’ have been given

undne prominence in conventions tnd evey

in the journals, and obscuredto some extent

the real needs of the specialists.

——_

Eliminating old bees from queen-mating
colonies is more important thin may be

suspected, The continual removing o7

mated queens before they have i chance to

re-stock the colony allows the bees to reach

an age nof conducive to successful queen

work. These old workers have cared for

brood onee, and bave become rather averse

to any condition that will force them into

the business again, And a young step-
mother does not seem to apperl to them

very strongly cither,—Gleaning».
* ® *

dent says: ‘fHign noon on

a hot day is the best time to examine a

cross colony of bees.’’ The best time for

me to examine them is when f get good and

ready. With a smoke, gloves, and veil T

defy any colony to pnt me off uetil high
noon, If a man does net protect himself

from unnecessary stings, he ought to be

stung.—Gleanings.
*

A. correspon

* * ?

Comb honey, like other frail commodi-

ties, should be looked at with eves and not

with the fingers.
* * * »

Extracting cold honey is not conducive

fo good morals,
. ” » a

Extracting {oo closely is worse than

disease. Both together are forerunners of

disaster,
“

Value of Bees in Alfalfa Growing.—lt
has been discovered that the honey bee is

of even more importance to the alfalfa

(han the alfalfa is to the bee, ‘The wonder

ful strength and speed of the bees take

them long distances for their tuod, and

they have recourse to a great variety of

plants. But the peculiar construction of

the alfalfa blossom renders Jf unable to

fertilise itself, and its shape makes cross

fertilisation very diflfieul), In the marvel-

lous (‘balance of pood?’ in nature, alfalfa,
like thousands of other plants, is aided in

ifs lease ou life by the inseet world,
Western Tlouey Bee,

—

*

Send for Pamphlet on ‘‘BBESWAX,"’

6d, POST FRER,

W, B. BRAY,
Barry's Bay,
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Beekeepers Exchange,Yr! snyone tronbien with taurine

ja” Tah please COMM UNICA'TE osith
me ee PCR Ra.Gee | provedo

e

madean Appliance whieh has

lie
4 success, and would lik= to know

(Advertisementson this page will ho.
there are others requiting same

inserted at the rate of 3/- per 36 words| D. FRANKS,

per insertion. Cash must accompany order | Turaking

or will not be inserted. Addresses care| | -—_
4

cover cos
Faditor 6d. extra to t of Postage|
of replies:J THE APIS CLUB.

| Port Hill House, Benson, Oxon., England,

BEESWAXWS ie for | Two of the chief planks in the platform
the Manufacture of ‘‘Acorn’’ Comb Fo. |9f the above Club are the stimulation

dation
|and conduetion of research work in Bee

ring the Highest Cash Price {or
|Cultnre and the ereation of In

T am paying
ie Hig ash Frice for |secholarly relations amongst

good clean Wax. |2piarists in all countries.

A. BCROYD,

ternational

progressive

Membership fee, 10/6 per annum
&

which
157 Cranford Street, Christchurch, |tneludes one year’s subseription the

‘‘Bee World,’’ a paper that bas by sheer
merit come right up to the front rani ~~?

|
Bee literature. ENROL NOW!

FOR SALE, 100 ITALIAN COLONIES; |

2-storey Hives; 10 good Frames exch super;
|

half Hoffman, with 4 wires;

./

1,Dr, Av Z. ABUSHAD

Seeretary.

Or will sell, as a going coreern, the
i

ae Rape

whole Apiary of 200 Colonies and Plan‘; | goMMERCIAL APIARISTS willing t

the best equipped for labour-saving devices ih :

Oe

ae

ta

aeehaceountrr
assist Returned Soldiers who have had 1

pete
‘

Course of Instruction in the industry
Prieo and further particulars trom

ae

requested to communicate with

CHAPLAIN CAPT. HARDIE,

y

art

C. A. JACOBSEN,

Little River, Canterbury.

HONEY.

Trentham Camp.

We intend to enter into the Honey business next

season and will require large quantities of South Island

Honey early in the New Year. Our arrangements will

enable us to offer to beekeepers a better price for their crop

than they can obtain elsewhere.

Fairbairn, Henderson Ltd.,

Importers, Exporters and General Agents,

238 CUMBERLAND STREET,

P.O, Box 502. DUNEDIN.
Telegrams: “Fairhand, Dunedin.”
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Job Lines
OCK-TAKING, AND FIND A FEW LINES

VE JUST FINISHED ST
AND EDUOED PRICES Gn

WE HA

OVERSTOCKED. THESE WE OFFER AT VERY MU
CLEAR

THE ‘‘HAND BOTTOM BOARD.’’ —After exhaustive inquiries, the Department of

vort:—'‘ Swarming is prevented by this device by a simple definite
Agriculture re} :

process. Thirty years’ experience in becs has provided no otber method of
See vw od

~

7
* ane U rarvthanc ¢

.

swarm conttol so nearly effective or easy. , in spite of everything, as will
sometimes happen, any colony shows preparation for swarning, they cau be frus-

trated by switching the flying bees over to the other side. Any system whereby
the progeny of two queens laying for six weeks prior to the honey flow can be

made to work in conjunction throughout the flow with only one brood-nes< should

appeal to any beekeeper.’’ 76 of these Appliances,
Usual Price, 12/6, To clear—/6 each,

2,500 Specially Made H.P.A. SIMPLICITY FRAMES.

( Usnal Price, 23/-, To Clear—19/- 100,

400 PAT HONEY BOXES, New Design, with projecting ends,

Usual Price, 3/8. To Clear—3/2 each.

2 Bach No. 25 and No. 87 EXTRACTORS, Root Automatic; 4-frame; friction driven,
ball-bearing Machines; No. 25 with 954 pockets; o. 27 with 115% pockets,
These Machines are of the very Jatest design, and are superior to any other

Machines made in any part of the world.

No. 25—Usual Price, £36. To Clear—£29 10s.

No. 27—Usual Price, £47. To Olear—£32.

Anyone likely to require a Honey Extractor next season cannot afford to miss

these Machines,

BeeKeepers’ Supplies
There are no Supplies offered which can compare with ‘‘Alliance’’ Goods in quality.

The Price of th
i

a little higher than some other makes, is more than

compensated for by the Superior Quality of the materials used, and the greater care

taken in their manufacture. In fact, our goods are the cheapest in the world.

Airco New Process This New Foundation is made of clearer, cleaner

ax, possessing the true waxy aroma, and is madg
Comb Foundation. 0 which are without a spot or blemish. As

Surpassed by no other makes; every cell is perfect, no drone comb will be built,
New Refining Process; thereby effecting a considerable profit to users of

illi

co Foundation. Nicely packed samples sent

£3

New Milli Process; Air
No Imperfect or Blemished free on request. Secure one for comparison.

Cells.

ALLIANCE BOX CO, I27B:,,

Telegrams —*Brickell,” Dunedin, R. W. BRICKELL, Manager.
Post Office Box 572, Dunedin.

NEW SEASON’S ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE SENT FREE ON REQUEST.

Just drop us a line when in doubt about
choice of equipment. We maintain a service

department for your information.
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TeNewZealandGo-operative
HoneyProducersAss0¢..Ltd.

(H.P-A-)
Postal Address :

Head Office : Sant

Stanley Street, AUCKLAND.
Box 1293, AUC

TelegraphicAddress:
‘‘ Bees, Auckland.’

To Beekeepers.
[==

This year will test the value of

co-operative marketing.

Satisfactory returns can only be

obtained by loyalty on the partof all

producers.

The co-operation of all beekeepers
is desired in the campaign to increase

the consumption of Honey by the people
of the Dominion.

JOIN NOW.

NewZealandCo-op.HoneyProducers’ Assn.,Ltd,
AUCKLAND.
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BENTON’S QUEEN-CELL NURSERY-

INCUBATOR(Patent No, 43259.)

THE MOST MODERN IMPROVEMENT IN QUEEN-CELL NURSERIES.

Its advantages are such as to lessen’ the Cost of Producing Virgin Queens by fully

one-third. It saves time, labour, and trouble, and many of the risks incurred in

handling Cells; hence you cannot afford to be without one.

Do not forget, it is often poor economy to continue using out-of-date and inferior

Appliances, when up-to-date snd efficient Appliances are procurable.

THE BENTON QUEEN-CELL AND QUEEN NURSERY can be had in two sizes.

The small size provides for the care of 16 Cells, and holds 6 half-depth Frames. The

large size provides for the care of 48 Cells.

Send for descriptive leaflet and price of this proved success to the

SOLE AGENTS:

N.Z. Co-op.HoneyProducers’ Assn., Ld.

BOX 4293, AUCKLAND.

1920-21PRIGESOF ITALIANQUEENS.
One or Two: Three or Four: Five or more than Five.

7/6 each. 7/- each, 6/6 ea
"="

Ail’ orders accepted last

ae and-during the winter months at last season

prices will be filled as agreed.
Colour Range of WorkersGuaranteed Leather Three-banded to Golden Four

banded.

TERMS,—Nett cash with order; Cheques to have exchange added.

Any Queen arriving dead at original address replaced Free if Cage is returned

unopened.
NOTES.—Owing to the increase in the price of sugar, postage, and all materials,

No Reduction can be made on large orders.
5

Beekeepers should order early and avoidAll orders filled in strict rotation.

disappointment. In the best interests of Customers no Queens will be sent out lator
than the second week in March, This will enable Queens to be raised for wintering
in the Nuclei, thus ensuring early Queens the following Spring.

Customers can rely on getting the best of Queens, and are assured of Absolute
Freedom from Disease

Inspection of the Apiarycordially welcomed at all times,

POSTAL ADDRESS:

J. H. TODD,Renwicktown,MARLBOROUGH.
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING;

Dept, of Agriculture, Industries & Commereo,
Blenheim, Sept. 15th, iTdQ ),

Mr. J HH, odd, Renwicktown,

Sir,—Havingexamined

ay
hive at your Apiary at Renwicktown, I have found

YOUNG,
no evidence of Woul-brood (Bigned) A, P,

ApiaryInspector,
Printed by Stone, Son & Co. Td,

Y

Dunedin,‘forthe NZ,Dagkoapers'Association

Pie
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