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EDITORIAL pletely altered conditions for good, with

fe every promise of a good season. In the
Editor's district the first white clover-head

We expect that most of our readers were ae
seen on

ageSeptember,which Wo

inceJ r Yo f
y

§ F

getting anxious during the last month as to}; mareg.tea < » Ae wyee
ho

PSwhat was really goine to happen with the}
ooo yoy eary,thes

CUO, OM

J ALs, MOK

continued absence of vain. It certainly was | Prove to be one of those seasons yon some-

etting very serious, particularly for the
times read of but do not often experience,

airy ‘armers, and Bs they:arehaving a
when the very fence posts seem to exuxde

bad time the beekeeper is ally keeping honey, So mote it be!

them company, But the beautifelsoaking * * = >

rains in mid-September, which seemed to have We very much inclined to think thatspread over the whole Dominion, have com- ! the ey Apiavies Tax will fizzle oy
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this certain thing
aiery“possibilityot ne being

a are cainely sorry that our friends

of thePoverty-Bay“Branchmas felt it, neces-

sary to withdraw their support as a branch

Nationa As there can be nothing

discussing the merits or de-

morits of the tax, we shall not publish any

further correspondencethan appears this

issue on this ee, :

Th Stites and Standing Committee

have the ne again
under consideration,

and as so as a line of action has been

a apt we Shallape it.
«

our ose“Canterbury

the fact that our friend,
Mr E. G. Ward, has ie busy shifting his

apiary from Lakeside to Rongiora. We a

sure all his friends wish bim good luck

his new location.

ASisenaeof

Tales’ is due

S eo

in

Obituary.
regret to record the

“Ho kins, the wife

Mr beck:Hopkins,
August 14th, in

Ve very much
death of Mrs Emily
of our old friend,
which took place on

r 78th year

On behalf of the National Asso

ciation, we tender to Mr. Hopkins
our sincere sympathy in his severe

bereavement, We are sure all our

readers will join with us in this

expression of condolence,

MarketReports.
The market has reer

emce our last repoort,
very much easier

There is a fair export
demand for Chilian, Pile 2 and 3 selling
down to 26s and 24s, There are

ae, direct
to the Continent at 28s per ewt, cif., and
buyers at 26s and 27s c.i.f., for aly.eps
shipment.

.

Beeswax.—Africanand other
Hindsare

offering at £3 jOsto £5 per ew iere have
been retail sales of Chilian at. a1108, and
a Jittle usieeahas been done for shipmentis £9 This price, however, can-
nol now mereece

i TAYLOR & GO,
Liverpool, 6th July,1921,

The Director of Te Horticulture Diy
has received from the Aplary Ena age
fallwlagreports concerning honey crop pros-
pe

Pa Idand.—The past month has heen fair]
mild and dry, enabling the hees to cathernectar from the early spring blossoms, This
has resulted in increased brood Tearing and

[Oet. 1, 1921,

Pricesthe one See
of stores.

remainof both oney beeswax

unchanged.
G, V. WESTBROOKE,

Wellington.—There
is

every hope hoethe

forthcoming honey crop will ye equal to the

average in the past. Pastures are well.
cSward for this seasom of the year, Prices are

still remaining firm, and there’ is nothing
fresh to report from last month

‘A. JACOBSEN.
Ohristehurch and Dunedm mildness

he season has started thebees breeding
much earlier. This had affected the supply
of stores considerably, and many beekeepers
have had to resort to feeding. In the warmer

parts of my district the bees are busy on the

fruit bl-om and early bush flowers. Getter!
ally the winter has been too

dry

Canterbury district. A few good rains have

fallen, but next season's crop will be again
below normal unless. more rain is experienced,
A

goodae
would save the situation.

There is a tage of bulk lines of honey
éferitip.duttionsare scarce. Pat
in short supply. The market for

i
dull. Prices ruling vange from 1s 6d to

5

B. A. EARP.

°

Beekeepingfor Beginners.
[As these instructions conform to the seasons

in the Sn Districts, an wance must

be made for tho difference in latitude North

outSouth, yarns bee-seasons In the e

North are four weeks earlier,and in Southiand
three weeks Jater.—Ed.]

~

As indicated Jast month, the season aelitsear is going to be an curlyone, as the

weather continued all September, and in ay
district some beneficial and much needed rain

came, that, with another spell of fine

weather, the bees will be well ahead for this

time of the year,

Personally,I have never known such an

early season. I had put supers on the

strongestcolonies in August, and found when

epson
these in September that in two

bout 50lb of honey had been stored in the

atpareand the brood chamber blocked with

honey, so that I had two three-decker hives

at the beginning of September. rones are

fairly plentiful, and Jt fully expect some hives
will be attempting to swarm during the

month,The chief system of swarm control
is known as the Demaresplan, and as there

the

£0

ave many who —hay never reac

oviginator’s method ' am reprinting this
raem the American Bee Journal, of May, 1921,
(Ree page 181.) I", a Bb

QueenRearing,
By TOS, I, PEARSON,

Our method of queen-rearing is as follows:
rhe home yard run exclusively for

quesn-resring. this yard we keep from
to 60 nuclei a the season, and about a

dozen full-sized hives, Wa rly in the spring,
abont August Ist to 16th, we choose about
six of the hest hives we have, hoth for
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colour and work. ete.

eyee putting
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and feed them with|a good spell of weather in the latter part
a frame or two of drone comb | of Septemberand October and then obtain

e brood chamber of each hive or frame | good results; while if such is not the case

with‘tdrteronly and let the bees draw the you are in good working order for the late

comb out at will, and usually a good amount
| spring or early summer rearing

be the result. This is

to geb early drones; these hives should have

a golly number of drones, say, the er J
of September, a constant supplyof syrup

being given all the time. Westarted feedinz
for queen-rearing about August Ist, feed

being given by placing an empty super on

the hive with a 1Olb tin turned upside down,
the being perforated in a number of
places with an inch nail.

on two pieces of steel to keep therm off the

mat and to allow the bees to get at the

syrup through the perforation.

of drone comb will

About the end of Auguust the remainder of

the full-sized hives, “which shouId also be

fed early to get up the strength,”
in this fashion: A special bottom Boardmade

of thin benzine box Hime,with a few ineh

holes in the centre, covered with wire gauze,

is placed on the “roundalongside the hive

to be divided.

These thus rest | fresh young queens aneeee
a

Secondly, young queens in October are the

ones that are going to build your colonies
up in time for the honey flow, and no trouble

about swarming, while later queens often

‘miss the bus’’ if the flow cuts off early and
must then be classed as second year queeus
the following season. With this system we

can keep our out-apiaries well supplied with
all the detailed

back

ws soon as the queens are laying they are

examined, caged, and taken in batches to

the out yards, while the following day or

often at the time of catching a ripe cell is

given in ker place

We find a

using a half
place this in

nuclei—viz. : No

work at one’s

geodmethod of marking is by
wick or a piece of wood and

various positions about the

queen.—The brick is placed
Thehatching brood, without | at the backof the nuclei on ground. Ripe

the queen but with as many bees as pos: | cell, front of uucleus. Virgin queen.—

sbi
is pincedin an empty super placed over Hatched on right —Laying queen.

b ward. The old brood chamber | Phe brick is placedon the top of the nucleus.
witli the ‘eh is then filled with empty | Somehow there is a great fascination in

frames; the new bottom, with super and | haying a young queen layitein a nucleus;
bees, is placed on top with the entrance to whether you are Haarenone or a

handsthe back of the hive. These top boxes are’ the fascination seer be the «

then kept strong in bees by putting frame

of hat dene brood from the drone-rea aa

hives, and later from the bottom chamber o
ench respective .hive. this method vou

soon create a strong queenless colony over

the lower brood chamber and which gets

the heat of the lower chamber through the
holes covered with yauze, feeding, of course,

going on all the time in both top and
bottom boxes.

Now we have the hives prepared for cell

building, and work in earnest can be gone
on with. Six hives are rather many for cell

building and can be cut down to two or

three and which number, if worked regularly erinand well and a good supply of you
kept in, will raise all the cells|
stivss,

ny bees

e the most

oud.ches’cells.batches of from 12 to 20
i

time, sometimes move ete to weather,
strength of hive, ete.

Cells are

sealed over

anothernursinghive aan a fresh
By useful handling, a constant supplyat cells can be raised in this way, both to

supply the nuclei and to spare.

_ onlykept in these hives tll
t )

to

batch put

the batches of cells are ready—that is,
atihin a couple of days of hatching, we

crente nuclei by bringinystrong hives from
the out yards and split thom into six, eight,
or ten and a ripe cell given to each; in this
way 40 or 50 nuclei are soon created and
the work goes on with a swin Startingearly, one must expect many cells te

~

jected, many iclesed, and a
Fooly

mbar
not accepted by the duelei, while a number
will not get mated or will be lost Adaccount
of the weather, ete.

like to startWe queen-rearing early for
two reasons at least. Often you will ‘catch

to

‘| nearly so, and then “thisthought continally
comes to mind how
|

and

|
top when the queen "starts to ie

handy method of

ee besearly in

hs spring when ull of bees -—Secure
well the bottom board, “blockap all holes,
cat sacking (manure sacks will do), tack over

the top of frames. If you set the hives one

on

que
of the other, nail two pieces of w

2 x 1, across the hive so as to allow
‘ai space:and to keep the matting from

ing through. If the frames are self-

spacing, it
a

not necessary nail them

down. If e

ke
are handled carefully

and the realsto taken over are not too

ough, the covers willbe carried separately
if gable; i ‘flat,they can be used instead1

of the bottom board.
Claudelands, L0th August, 1921.

Many novel ideas have been acted upon in

regard to the hiding of money for safe keep-
u t

idea that the improvised safe would never

be expected to hold such valuable contents,

wud, further, that a stranger approachingthehivewould meet with a bad time; hence his

selection of the busy little workers to safe-

guard his wad, A person who was present
when the money was Serettadby the owner,

working without any protection from the

bees, was much struck with the whole

scheme.
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BreedingforMoreHoney.

Ry J. IRVING, Albury.

amend renewing all

think this is a ere
mistake, and “that longevity 15

ot a No
most desirable characters to breed0

ad
doubt most beckeepers will have Ho

ae

some colonies that have always a fee
amount of brood are not so strong as they
should be, while other colomes that raise
only a moderate amount of brood are Bet
strong, indicating that the workers of that
colony are longer lived. 1t 1s these colonies

that keep strong without raising an

a
sive amount of brood that produce the
largest amount of honey. When renewing

queens, more care should) be taken to
renew the queens of poor quality regardless
of their age. To remove a queen that 1s

doing well simply because she is two or even
tiresyearsold folly. The late Dr Miller

has said that he would never destroy any

queen simply because of her age. In regard

to queens swarming more than young

ones, a young queen just commenced to lay
will seldom swarm the same season; but by
the time we can have sufficient young queens
laying the worst of the swarming trouble

will be over, and 1 could never see that a

queen one year old was any less likely to

swarm than an older queen.

Many apiarists reco!

queens every year. I

» a record of all the honey taken from

each colony, and Jet this be the main guide
in jodging the worth of the queen. Have

all queens clipped and use tin tags as re

commended by Mr Alexander to indicate the

age and quality of the queens. The shape
of the tag indicates the age, a different shape
being used for the queens reared each
The quality of tbe gueen is shown by the

position the tag occupies on the hive. When

introducing a young queen to a colony I tack
the tag on the back of the brood chamber
just under the hand hole; if the queen
proves to be purely mated the tag is moved

half-way over to the right, and if other-

wise it is mioved over to the left. The
quality of the queen in other respects is
shown by moving the tag higher up or lower
down. Then, by walkiny along the back of
the hives, it can be seen just which colonies
require fresh queens. Daeg the honey
flow, or as early as you have your young
queens to spare, renew all queens that are
mm any way defective, also all mis-mated
queens. If this is done every year there
should not be many hybrids, ‘as there will
be no mis-mated queens over one year old

2 o

I keep a record of every colony, and know
the mother of every queen in’ the aploryThe last item recorded for the season willbe the amount of honey the colony producedThe records of each extracting are kept jn
a eeparate book. If the queen has heen
an the colony all the season and the pro.

wageof the apiary,
he hive

i

y

down to show that the queen is
:

pee
y a8 possible, alw; swing

the poorest first, tf the paversToneving
colony is above the average of the
and there is no fault with the

een is kept for another year
shows signs of {ailin

_

the

apiary,
colony. the

or until she
g Queens that produce

above the average for three years are used

as breeders, and I seldom use any queen as

a breeder until she is two years old. Any
extra good queen that has proved good for

breeding is removed to a nucleus to lengthen
her life. By selecting the breeders in this

way and killing all queens that do not come

up.to the average, there is a much hetter
chance of improving the strain than is the

case where queens ate all renewed at one

year old, With me most queens are at their

best for honey production at two years old;
queens reared the previous season are in-

clined to breed too fast early in the spring.
I rear most queens by the Doolittle method
in the strongest colonies that show a

tendency for cell building, removing the cells
to three frame nuclei on the tenth day.

4

To make nnoeleus hives, take an ordinary
bottom board having the bee space strips
along the sides and hack; nail another strip
along the front, and have the inside of both
front and back strips come flush with the
inside of the hive body. For entrances, cut

one inch out of the centre of the front piece
and one inch of the back end of each side

piece; also nail a small bloel at each of the
back entrances for the bees to alight on.

Place an empty super on this bottom board,
put in three frames to one side, and fit a

half-ineh division board against them, leaving
enough room to remove the frames easily.
Be sure and fit the hoard tight to the bot-

tom and round the rabbit at the top leaving
no space that a bee can pass. Place three

more frames in the centre, fit another divi-
sion board, and then three more frames on

the outside. Have a separate mat for each
division and an ordinary hive cover over all.
The boards should be properly fitted in place
with empty frames before forming the

nuclei. I use two frames of mostly sealed
brood and one frame about half full of

honey, all with adhering bees for each

nucleus, closing the entrance wilh C

forated zinc till evening of the following day.
If at an out-apiary, the entrance is closed
with green grass, which the bees will re-

move in a day or two. When the nuclei are

to be united all that is necessarv is to re-

move the extra queens and division boards.
and after a day or two close up the back
entrances.

District Reports.
AUCKLAND PROVINCIAL BRANCH.

Our district is suffering very severely from

heavy frosts and want of rain; unless we

got good soaking rain. yery shortly the
position will be serious, only about half the
usual amount having fallen’ to date. On
account of the.prolongeddry spell and the
early fruit and willows ytelc ing a small
quantity the bees have bred up very strong,
and I am afraid it will mean heavy feeding
later on if rough weathey comes,

A very instructive field day was held at

Pearson Brothers’ apiary, at Claudelands, on

September 10th, about’ 20 heekeepers being

pipsant,and as these were mostly sideliners
ooking for knowledge the Meeting was very
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successful. The subjects demonstrated‘were ;
Foul creedsby

Mr E. W. Sage; queen-rear-

by . Pearson ; aad section-raisinging #

fyKo)Yomcdle. Unfortunately Mr Smedley
had to leave to catch his train before he got

through his subject. Not the least en joyable
art of the programme was the Bflethoontea,

ieaiedafter by the ladies.

were very sorry to hear of Mr T.

Hopkins’ bereavement in the loss of his wife,
and we tender to him our sincere sympathy,

NOTICE TO MEMBERS,

A businessmeeting of our branch will be

r 13th, at 11 a.m., in Bath

Hall, ‘As this will be the last

meeting before the busy season is on andl

is to arrange for our annual field day, ete.

a good attendance is requested.
A. H. DAVIES.

15th September, 1921.

TARANAKT.

We have just experienced a dry spell, and

were beginning to think it had forgotten
how rain, until the last few days the

elements have been striving hard to soak the

ground and so lay the foundation stone of

our honey crop.

This winter has Hioredeee
all doubt

to quite a few of the system of

wintering on six treatsig a success.

t is generally understood that winter

losses are more tigerto be heavier among
medium colonies than strong ones, but I have

just completed my spring ‘overhaul, and my
total loss at all my apiaries amounted to one

colony,Pic bad a drone layer.
Lots of these colonies only averaged four

or five frames
of

bees in the autnmn. and
were left with from 15 to 20 pounds of honey
only.

T have not commenced to feed yet, and will
not need to in any quantity for some weeks.

most noticeable difference in these

eer
colonies is the handling in the spring.

overhaul and inspect them incent one-aah the time it takes
brood nest full of bees and with os stings
and a better temper.

H. R. PENNY.
Okaiawa, 18th September, 1921.

HAWKE'S BAY NOTES.
From all over the distriet come reports that

hives are opening up well. There are not
many Sarria otha and the few there

be explained. The amount of
stores in the hives have surprised many, but
the winter days have been fine and sunny
and the bees havehad gums in flower nearby.

We are having very favourable weather for
the flow from the willow, and early fruit
bloom. A few inches more rain, ‘however,

V
wladden the hearts of those who look

for the clover yield.
The weather has been fine, the honey has

hsen coming in, and foul brood,too, as

been active,

© are pleased to have the H.P.A. repre-

sented in the district.
i

We wish to remind
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Fisher and
een appomted

May success be theirs!
BOYLE.

members that Edmundson,
McDonald, of Napier, have

agents for supplies.

14th September, 1921.

POVERTY BAY,

Sir,—I am instructed by the members of

my association to tender to you our resigna-
tion as a branch of the National Association.

This is o result of a notice of motion held

over for three months. There was only one

dissentient in the feeling that the National

had been weigher!
in the balance and found

wanting. Under separate cover I forward to

FOU all”Nationalstabiadeceon hand. I en-

close cutting.

Personaally, I consider the step taken to be

the best rather than long criticisms per

medium of,the Journal. Life is too short

for wrangling. Hopingyou will have a

bumper season.—I am, &

JAS. B. ADAMS,
Sec. P.B.B.A.

GISBORNE.

The quarterly meeting of the Gisborne
branch of the National Association of Bee-

keepers was held in the Labour rooms on

Saturday. There was a full sent

ae
of

members, Mr Wm. Fear being in tl air.

After routine business, a subject “of the

utmost importance to local beekeepers was

discussed—viz., the proposed apiary tax. It
was decided to protest against the imposition
of a tax on apiaries, and a committee was

appointed to visit apiarists and obtain signa-
tures to a petition to be handed to Messrs
W. ysnar and K. S. Williams, M.’sP.,
for presentation tore Parliament. The
Association also decided to sever its connec-

eonwith the National Association of Bee-
keepers, and in future be known as the

Poverty Bay Beekeepers’ Association.

TAIERI TALK.

We told you our opinions of the Conference

last month ; or, rather, we told you our

tage of a faulty constitution in
which hardly crowns it with glory.
think that once the principleof the tax
affirmed, there is nothing more to be said.

Therelies the error, We want satisfaction

for the affront offered to us. Apparently it
is not forthcoming. In that case we set out
on the war path to gain it, at pistol point, if
need be.

Mr Bray tells us why we were so affronted,
Because we only play at beekeeping ; because
we, therefore have no right to express any
opinions, The opinion of Mr Bray (or of any
other commercial beekeeper) is always fraughtwith all the wisdom of the ages.  V
Because he owns more bees than any of us,
than all of us. Amateurs, we take it, are

merely tolerated in the Association. We are

to pay our subs. cheerfully to serve the ends
of the big men. We are the “Commercial

Beekeepers’ Aid Society.”
A further argument is ‘thatwe don’t attend

Conference. The reason is as above. We
ave amateurs. We are all engaged in earning
our living. Employers are not sufficiently
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be eear
to allow us a fortmght to visit

ckland, even if we could find the money.

Wejoined the National under the impres-

sion that it was in existencefor the further-

ance of the industry. “The National is your

friend whether you keep bees for a living or

for a bobby.’ We pass that on the

marines. We have beenhoodwinked.
bitten, twice shy,” is an old saying.
won't give it the lie! We demand pro-

tection from further bites, or

To a repetition of the lust Confer-
ence, the’Sama must be Leaded The

logical outcome of a refusal to amend the

constitution is the withdrawal of protesting
branches from the National, The National

then devolves into what it really is even now

—a commercial beekeeper’s association.

*Twould hurt us to do that, to break pleasant
ties; but you leave us no alternative.

Commercial beekeepers will have to cast

out the idea that they are the darlings of

the hour. The future of the industry will owe

little to then We, the amateurs, are the

future commercial men, unless, of course,

commercial beekeepers are born as stich with
in A.B.O. and under her

arms.

Crush us and you ‘crush the indus

Therefore, if the National

the furtherance of the industry, let it look
to itse The arguments of Mr Bray, if sup-
ported by other commercialmen, spell dis-
solution.

We have had a marvellous winter. 1 do
not know what has happened to Otago’s
reputatio: It’s gone by the board. Things
are indeed bright when we can find brood all
the vear round. But 'tis s0. It may augur
a dry summer, which heaven forbid!
be the forerunner of a damp one.

propitious! A moderately
L

Taierian’s joy.
understand.

BASIL H. HOWARD.
14th September, 1921.

(Apropos of above the
from the Otago Daily
was sent us.—Fditor.)

ae exist. for

dampsumme: Tr

beekeeping,

following cutting
Times of September 10

The following telegram was sent yesterday
to the

eraser of Agriculture by the local
Parliament—M essr Sidey,

Dicken:and Kellett : “TheTaieri
Beekeepeers’ Association tana protestsrainst the proposed taxation on apiarists,
The association claims that the constitution
of the National Beekeepers’ Association does
not secure effertive representation of branches,
and consequently the latter association is not

pompeen?
to speak for New Zealar

apiarists. We trust the proposedlegislation
will ratebe brought dows

WAIPA BEECLUB.

Ti is a vreat satisfaction to all membe
of the club to know that this weely M Gest
V. Westbrooke, Government A Narist, has

Grriedout a thorough inspection of the
dist

They were pleasant days, and he was

accorded a hearty welcome’ in every SUB:ence In carrying outHi is wo

faithfully is appreciated by all Laakcsenary.
‘here were few bad cases and no gad fac es,

and we now go cheerily on our way, feeling

confident that as long as our spirit of com-

radeship keeps ab its present level we shall
soon have a district clean of disease, hoping
always to retain the

privilege
of the guidance

of our present eeHU( vel C"JONES,Hon, See.

(Lhe following notice, printed on a post-
card, was sent round previous = the in-

apector’s visit. Good idea !—lditor,)
WAIPA BEL CLUB.

The District Inspector will be yisiting the

neighbourhood on 6th September, 1921 (and
ays following). Will you kindly do al

you can accommodate, and be pared
at that date to help him in your location?

TheProposedApiariesTax.
(TO THNHWBDITOR.)

Sir,—Many of those who have a weak case

to support bave recourse, as ur correspon-
B. Bray, has in Septemberissue

to exaggeration, mis-state-

ne prop
part in opposition to it.

correspondent’s letter, notice please that my-
hself, the only straight-out opponent (the others

ave apparentlyall underhand) had almost

persuadedConference vote against thet

ax, when the cliampion sashedinto the rin £,

late, and the position was saved. (Thereafter
si Naturally, having said a

seemed quite unnecessary to

;

for the benefit of one late

avrival, whose principal arguments weve per-

sonal. Does it not appear that the arguments
used in seen to the tax must have been

forceful if one straight-out opponent could

almost persuade Conference that the Taieri

and other branches are right?

This proposal to tax is one of the most

important which has yet been pene te before
any conference. It first saw the light of day
in June, 1920, at Christchurch towards the

closing hours of the Conference, and_ was

carried without a dissenting voice. Within

an hour or two of the passing of the resolu-

tion the objections to it began to appear.
I submit that before this important matter

had been brought under the notice of the

Government, the wiser course would have

been for the standing committee to have

made quite sure

fn
the proposal had the

support of at least the majority of the mem-

pers of iheNationalIf the arguments in

favourof it argfound,
it would have been

quite an easy matter to persuadethe branches
to throw ae heartily in support of the

propogal, Apparently no attempt has been

imade Lo overcome or explain away the abjec-
tions which some of the branches have, and

the result is that there is now an organised

gppaaitionboth in the North and South

Isle

After listening Lo and reading all that has

been said and written in favour of the pro-
yosed tax, | must confess that LT have nob

yet heard one logical argument In its favour,
That the ravages of foul brood are a serious
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menace to our industry is admitted on all
hands. Since the passing of the Apiaries Act,
the staff who have administered this Act
has increasedfrom one to seven or eight at

the present time. Tins increase is due in

r fe measure to the unceasing persistence
with which the National Asso“ation has

placed the necessities o industry by

correspondence,deputation, and personal
interview before the Goyernment Bndthe

Department of Agrioultuve. The improve-

ment in the conditions under the increased

staff is very macked,

Suppose the Government did impose this

x and asked for suggestionsfor an effective
oul brood con-

? the money which is proposed to

be raised to be used in edneational or propa-

ganda work, or are we only to have a few

Ave the’ beekeepers who

the

administration of the funds, or do just
hand the money over to the Government and

trust to luck how it is spent? The whole

scheme appears to have been launched with-

out any clear ideas or scheme at the back of

it, except that we want more effective control.

At Auckland one spenkerfrom the Hanraki

Plains stated that he and his neighbours had

to treat their large apinriesannually beeause

of the rayages of the disease. In the district

is a number of holdings on which there are

hundreds or maybe thousands of hollow

fallen trees, aud lavge numbers o! these

trees are diseased colonies, The speaker yave

it as his opinion that as settlement progresses
‘these hotbeds of disease will gradually
disappear.

T shall be very glad indeed to throw in

what’little weight ‘T have in favour of the

tux if one supporter will come forward anc

show us an elleclive scheme
eeeeby the im-

position of the tax will mean ective con-

trol, and I am.

nruite
aure waeevery branch

and’ every be ekeeper in the Dominion will
give his hearty see to it also.

Yes, 1 did accompany the Secretary-hditor

‘on his southern trip. The party consisted of

Messrs Baines, Rentoul, Earp, Brogan, and

anewriter, and a right good time we had,
00, as guests of a number of enthusiastic

etkecteoam, &c.,
BRICKELL.W.

SEE 12th Espiner1921.

(TO TH erred)

Sir,—T notice a good deal of criticism in

your columns ve apiary tax, Well, 1 suppose
that is a matter of ovinion, but T will give

you some of my experiences. Two years last

Pebruary I thought [ would
POnceeaeny

atock of five hives, so bough’8 ives from
a farmer selling out. I a over the

journey home, “hut some ite down, Of

course, 1 got the honey in, all sections; wn-

fortunatelyfew had separators so there wi

plenty of stratoing;
still the bees were

cheap lob. By ( spring my 30 were down

Then’ the.inspector ca

Seb
0 2. called, who said

T hought a ba ; e had ordered

areanmnans
the manEA.before, but had not

able to call again, T knew that, but

wihvtalathey had soa treated successfully.
The inspector said he would call next day,
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so I decided to have a look before he came.

The hives were endid condition; the
willow flow they were in need
of supers; but, alas, 21 hives had foul brood
and two were qaeenless,When the inspector
called T was preparing to treat, and as he

saw I was down to it we got on all right,
and I haven’ seen him since (though some

round here have, to their sorrow). “Now, IT
had to be pretty ‘quick,treating half of them

during dinner time one day and the rest the

next; result—when I came back I found they
had gone in for a bit of amaglamation; the

on the second treat-

up with 16, and two of

them queenless again.

examined eyery comb and not a diseased cell.
Some time alter I was hiving a swarm

a gentleman came u

main street), and a

ae talking Seria while
he remarked, by the way, ‘You will have to

give me two or iliesof‘thoseboxes of honey,
my wife is always feeding your bees on sugar
and jam and honey.”’ Dh:ouly honey once.)
The good lady used to put sweets on a saucer

window and watch the bees take it

away. ave now decided that a dozen
hives are as much as I can

manage,
and so

far this reason they are all clea

Now. witb efficient inspection, I would
have been saved all that work; the inspector
is no expert—he can look after

and called on a friend with | The first

morning when ooked out theTetailieethe

hees were very active he cause was

. | strolled out, but soon

back
;

it
wee

hotter

hoseeight hives, one robbedout,
out 50 bees, two little better, and all in

the advanced
atagen

of diseare. e@ owner

had never disturbed a bro nest, and, of

course, was needoF ae bees were

not examined last year, and I bt if they
ever had been. Does that man grudge the

tax’ Not him. T advised him to make two

hives, and sent along my B.C. hope
the inspector will be able to see him this

spring.
Now then, bees bee

hayeyour neighbour's

inspected ! he registered ’ Take note of

every hive
7 see,and see that the inspector

knows about ived a man who

declared positivelythat his Ss were

inspected, and clea They were full of

disease all the season.He is away now, no

* an expression of my opinion I am

eictoxinemembership subscription fee for

the National, and if any small man thinks

he cannot pay the tax (whichis cheaper than

cu) brood), let him bny his supphes from

the H.P.A. and he will save enough. I

Koowit.—I am, &e.,
NOVICE.

© . °

(TO THE BRDITOR,)

ventilationon the subject
I had hoped that some responsible member
would aeccuha justification of the CConfer-

ence action. So far, nothing serious has

paniessolitary and sorry champion oh
the tax

harapse in Mv Bray. What he has to

say on the subject amounts to a single argu
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ment, and thal negligible. T. discuss it

elsewhere.

Doubtless Mr

deficiency of his ar

f > yealises tho utter

nentsdoubtlessHe
d that ustificationsare difhcu

ae Wa he poeta to veil his Let te
in the face of facts with a tissue of Te

d

-
insinuations which exclude him finally hee
the field of respectable controversy. a The
no words to qualify his letter. It_spea ik

o

itself in noisy tones to any right--bhir ed
reader. But, as the ungentlemanlyinnuen

oe
of the letter involve Mr Baines, ‘another
gentleman,” the Taieri Branch (to a
nothing of other branches opposed to Mr

Bray), and myself in an umderhand_con-

subtly concocted to thwart Mr Bray,

I feel in honour bound to reply. Not other-
JT so far demean myself as to be

aware of Mr Bray,
He rightly regards my remarks as a chal-

lenge,but beingunwilling or unable to refute

e resorts to the red herring(un-
savoury red herrings, Mr Bray's) to throw

unthinkingbeekeepersoff scent.

attack the action of the Conference. Mr

Bray replies :—

(i) That myself and the branch were not

opposed to the tax. We were spoon- aedforce-fed, worked upon by insidious sugs
tion. All this by innuendo, of course. his
was engineered by a member who mons

for a

man who lives not far r (note
the safety of the position)by Mr Baines,fithe one allegation fails, the other holds,

hopes. e wish him luck.
To this I give emphatic denial, It is a

rank insult to the President and to myself as

Chief Executive Officer to insinuate that we

are so far lacking in individuality and brain
as to be the tool and instrument to any

comer; an insult to the branch to insinuate
that theyare so feckless as to be swayed to

unanimity by one man.

(ii) That our remits were not original. This

thought seems to exercise Mr Braystrangely.
I might pause to ask by what mght or pre-
rogativeie dare enquire into their creation,
but eir elaborateness worries him,
it suppliesthe bandeto an insiruation. Our
mental nonentity, previous hypothesis,

presiaaesthe possibilityof our having drawn
them u ey were prepared| beforehand
by “the man who lives en. into

my hand by ae man‘who ae for the
man who live All this by insinua-
tion. As beforre, Mr Bray has two arrows

to his bow. If this be not so, well then Mr
Baines prepared them for us in February, I
can take mo other meaning from the hint in
the second column of the letter ; the insinua-

tion seems the more clear in that Rangiora
is ineluded in that slur. The remits werewritten by myself after the meeting in
accordance with the instructionof the branch,
Of course, Mr Bray's remarks now appply to
me alone, not to the

praseh.But T let the
case stand on its merits the

(ui) That Mr Baines’ tour of January-
Vebruary was undertaken to seduce the
branches and cafolsthem into opposing the
tax es, he visited us, Clutha ValleyRangicora, and Poverty Bay, I am inelined
to believe that Mr Brayforgot,that Nelson,
West Coast, and Balclutha were visited bythe General’Secretary. And if I mistake not

BalcluthaBeara,was started by him on that
“memorable trip. he piping of Mr Baines
at our meeting in February was very non-

committal. TI refer Mr Bray to a report of
the meoting in the March Journal, which was

fortunately written before Mr Braythought
of our opposition,

Business indecency. Let me give an

example of it. Mr Bray states that no two
remits wero alike. A rather barefaced

altempt at deception. No one, except Mr

ray it seems, could expect the remits from
various branches to be identical in wording.
They are not; but the purport of .four is

identical. I refer those interested to the

agenda paper of the Conference ray
stands convicted of a indicraiis.attempt to
hoodwink simple- mindedbeekeepers to the

prejudice of our case!

We were asked to sign a petition to further
the cause of the tax. If all those branches
had done so would ‘Taieri Branch now

be accused of playing at beekeepers? The

signed petitions from each branch would have
been treated with great respect. But we

could obtain no names for the petition. We
forwarded a signed remit, altogether against
the proposal. The two have the same value,

i take it? The remit went to the W.P.B.
f “business indecency’’ requires any explana-a there it is.

When Mr Bray can enter controversy with-
out taking up the egotistic attitude that,

presento his opinions is personal hostility.
when his pen can function without sPaeernemud, perhaps he may receive some mee

attention,While his controversial tactics
remain at the level of insinuation shall
treat them with the silent contempt they

, &edeserve.—I am, &c.,
BASIL H. HOWARD.

* + + *

(TO THE DWDITOR.)

Sir,—If I SonectYainterpret the remarks
of Mr Bray in last issue as meaning that the

Editor of this Journal told the Taieri Branch
what to do regarding the proposed apiaries
tax, I must, as one present at the meeting,
give the statement a flat contradiction, as it

is contrary to fact.—I am, &c.,
BALAAM.

Mosgiel, 8th August, 1921.
* * *

(LO THE WDITOR.)

Sir,—What a plaintive note Mr Treland
bringsinto the discussion on the apiaries
tax. Regarding Peelnonerstaxing themselves,
if Mr Iveland will only look around he will
find the same wrotebeing applied almost

everywhere, Take our achaolcommittees.
Do they not tax themselves as regards time ?
lao

in

Srorieingup concerts and such like
sabher Ee purposes which the

TedueationBourdshouldfurnish
?

In the Wairoa district a bridge was

burned; the Government qyas tardy in re-

placing, so the settlers and sawmillers offered
the timber and cartage free. Js not that

taxing themselves? Then, again, tho frnit-

pena
asked for the orchard tax, and when

re-blight threatens they are offering to tax
themselves up to 4g per acre,

Now, Sir,
that at least
tary taxation,

I think these examples show
some good must come of volan-

As regards Mr Ireland's con-
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tention that two or three men would make
us the laughing stock of the world, I would

point out that at the Christchurch Confer-
ence the tax resolution was carried unani-

mously (Mr Ireland attending), and at the
Auckland Conference it was unanimously
affirmed.

As regards the branches’ opposition, I am

sure that now the at
has been discussed

more fully there would be a marked differ-

ence if the vote were taken again.

In conclusion, I would like to say that,
given two visits of an inspector annually, [

wold gladly pay double the proposed tax.—

I am, &c.,
H. SHEPHERD

Hastings, September 10, 1921.

a * *

(TO THM EDITOR.)

Sir,—I would like to say a few words con-

cerning Mr . B. Bray’s letter, which

appeats in the September number of your

journal,
In the first place, I can well repeat Mr

Bray’s first sentence (except the first two

words). I am one of the many who support
Mr Howard in this ‘anti-tax’ ernsade, and,
although you say “the easiest way out of

any trouble is to say nothing,’ I believe Mi

Bray’s “braying’’ needs a little ‘‘pepper and

salt’ to flavour it.

Mr Bray suggests that Mr Howard and any

members of his branch who agree with him

(and J take it that that also includes

members of other branches who are also anti-

tax-ites) should attend a conference, etc.,

but be forgets that all beekeepers are not

so dormant(or financial, I should imagine)
as he i

And another point in our correspondent’s
“bully-ragging’’ letter. He says that had he

not got to the conference when he did, the

Taieri and other anti-tax remits would have

held good, yet he turned all the ‘‘bread and
, those who are most entitled to

decide right round to his way of thinking—
by this I take it that the “unanimous” (?
vote for the tax was really due to Mr Bray’s
early arrival at conference.

I have known Mr Bray for some years, and

I can well remember the time when he came

to my dad’s apiary at “Kilburnie,”’ Christ-

church, to learn the art of beekeeping,and
ib surprises me to read in some of his letters,
most particularly his latest, how he thinks
of those who are eager to learn what he

himself learned nob so many years ago and
has learnt since,

Mr Bray asserts that some of the branches
danced to the piping of the Secretary, Editor,
ete., and names two—Taieri and Rangiora.
I would like to inform Mr Bray that, ‘he is

wrong when ho asserts that Rangiora Branch
was started by Mr Baines while on his

southern tour, as it was decided by o

gathering of beekeepers who attended one

of Mr i. A. Earp’s demonstrations to form

an association in the district, and it was a

happy (to my mind) happening that Mr

Baines was in Christchurch the week when a

meeting to elect officers was to be held, and
T asked wv Baines at the C.B.A,'s fieldday
at Avonhead if he vould come up to

Rangiora on the night of the meeting and

lny before the gathering the benefits of

-becoming a branch of the National, and right
well he did it, for [ believo had it not been
for Mr Baines and Mr FE
would ve jomed the

enjoyed Mr Bray's ‘‘braying.’’
I also heard Mr Witty’s remarks at Avon-

head, and believe they were meant seriously ;
and if Mr Bray thinks the Government will
lift the proposed tax off just when it suits
those who think they are going to get it

put on, he will, later on, find that he 1s

slightly out in his reckoning.
I have paid the orchard tax now for five

years on an orchard which is only now prov-
ing profitable, and so far IL can see nothing
for my “hard-earned,’’ and 1 doubt very
much if anyone else has either, unless it may
be Mr Bray, and if he pays a bee tax perhaps
I may see something for his “easy-earned.”’

the meeting
National and

I would ask Mr Bray to state through the

Journal his ideas as to how he sees “‘there

is considerable room for improvement’? with

the journaL Perhaps a few “remits’’ from

him would be favourably considered and not

ignored.—I am, Kc.,

H. AMBROSE JOHNSTONE,
President Rangiora Branch.

“‘Atholhurst,” Rangiora,
September 12, 1921.

* e .*

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Sir,—Mr Ireland's letter in the September
issue gives a very one-sided view of the pro-

posed tax. Many of the statements made

are mere assertions, withovt any backing,
as, for instance, ‘‘that two or three men, in

spite of the unanimous disapproval of all the

branches, are determined to force it (the tax)

down our throats.” Although not altogether
in favour of the principle involved, hundreds

agree that the tax would be a good thing.
The vote taken on this matter at a meeting
of the Nelson Provincial Branch was unani-

mously in favour of the tax, and a remit to

t effect was sent to Conference. I would
like to ask Mr Ireland what the lack of

efficient inspection is costing beekeepers to-

day. Individual beekeepers have estimated
their losses at £1000; the loss of crop in one

province alone was estimated at £2000 for

one season, while another beekeeper estimated

his loss last season at £200, all through the

ravages of foul brood. We had local inspec-
tion as a remedy. What did this cost the

beekeepers who acted in this capacity, in loss

of time, &c.’ What does it cost, us year after

year to buy up the neglected bees that are

always a menace to our apiaries? We ha

not yet forgotten the tale of woe we were

at Christchurch Conference of these

things. There appears no hope of getting
more thorough and efficient inspection unless

we can find at least part of the cost. Let us

find it; it will be money weil spent. [b can

not, as Mr Ireland terms it, be considered

“unjust or oppressive,” being as it is for the

benefit of beekeepers alone as a_ particular
class, Therefore, beekeepers should be, and

T think will be willing to pay it, for we

have still left in some of us that sturdy
independence that so strongly characterised
New Zealand’s grand old pioneers——I am,

cam

P. MARTIN.

Umukuri, 19th September, 1921.
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(TO THE wpITon.)

ir,—Re acquisition of apiary sites. uy
location is sentted,and as this is not a

fsitis
factory tenure T have been looking for a

small freehold not too far away. The oppor-

came a year ago, when a creamery

be sold by auction, but there

were some financial giants competing for that

small holding—Mr GeorgeGould, who has a

farm near and comes to look at it occasion-

ally, also Messrs Todhunter a Fulton, who

paid cash for a nearby farm, as a sideline—

and the latter secured the section to add to

their block. e bidding of such wealthy
firms soon left me Jamenting. Probably the
accumulation of large parcels of jand is not

encouraged, and that makes the feeling no

pleasanter when a case comes home to one in

such a manner. If your agitation helps such

as mvself to find a site for about 100 hives

it will earn the gratitnde of the individual
and be doing good or the country.—I am,

C.,
FE. PARKIN.

Contts Island, Iaiapoi,
6th Pramas1921.

* e

(TO THE EDITOR.)

Dear Sir,—Please send me a specimencopy
of your New Zealand Beekeepers’ Journal.
J am sending you herewith two photographs
of my apiaryas a present to you.—Yours
faithfully,

JOSE

pee ir eePuebla, Mex., 7th July,
. . *

(TO THE EDITOR.)

lr, vas surprised to see you permiti stuff reyway of advertising) to be pub-
lished in the Journal. You ought to know

the history of the development of the melter
since your own invention ju counection with
melters. Who is the original inventor of
movable spacing which is responsiblefor the
melters of to- day being so effective and doing
away with the greatest trouble and difficulty

to contend with—namely, blockingpetweenthe tubes? You know who,and yet

you permit Miller to insinuate in advertise-

metathat I, sneak-like, am following in his
tracks. Now, let tell you it is tco
ridiculous for me to waste time and ink over

so, to make this as brief as possible, I want
to pot out that my present melter is the
cutcome of time, thought, and money spentby ine for the benefit of beekeepers in this
Dominion, and you control the Journal on
their behalf. It seems to me a thankless
attitude shown hy Dublishingsuch an adyer-
tisement against me, for it will not be morethan

EE money back when my time jg upand the patent rights become the property of
the eine this

mablingthem to obtam
it cheaper. Now, if Mr Miller proves that
1 am not theoririnalinventor of my

presentcircular melter 1 «will zive £50 to the
National Beekeepers’ As-ociation of New Zee

land, and another £50 to prove the melt

S

er
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had move steam or heat than it could absorb

on the occasion of the last demonstration,
and another £50 to prove it did not melt up
more comb on that oecasion than his melter

did, which was worked with the same steam

supply.—I am, &e.,
C. SMEDLEY

Awamutu, oe September1921,

(TO THD BDITOR.)

Sir,—I have now taken the Journal for a

year, and find very inter esting and = in-

structive,and enclose another years’ subserip-
1 started bee-keeping five years ayo

a two small stray swarms and hiving
them together, and since then have made

inereademy chief aim, and have not got any

very big crops of honey, but from now on I
shull go in for less increase and try to get
more honey. TI now have between 30 and 40
colonies. Nearly two years ago I bought
an Italian queen, and then have

Ttalianised, or rather hybridised (as most of
the coloniesappear to be hybrids), most of

the hives. Ther is, however, one hive

stronger than any of the others and which

appears to be pure Italian but seems to have
a touch of paralysis, as I often see-several
bees crawhug «about the ground near the
entrance and which afterwards die. If it
was not for that I should have no hesitation
in rearing all my queens from that colony,

Te

as, judging by last season as well as this,
iL appears to be the strongest, best boney-
gathering, and purest Italian hive in the

Tam afraid if I d

bought a few weeks alter J got her, so can-

not rear queens from her. Could you please
give me any advice on the subject?

The season here is an early one (I haye had

to super eight hives already), and the present
indications ; are for a good honey cro s

district is about 17 miles north of Auckland,
and the main honey flow starts in October or

eatly Noxeniber
if the weather is any way,

fit,
aud ends about the end o he
ti-tree Bisonsfor 10 or 11 months in the

year and is a good help to the bees in winter
and early spring. T think it would be called
a bush district, as the chief honey producing
trees and plants are black wattle, ti-tree,
and native bush. As the honey would be too
thick to pai

properly,T have got a melter
and boiler, have not been able to try
them prone "yetbut hope they will te
better than heating the honey and’ squeezing

ehrhnougha bag by the hands, like I dic

I make all my hives, covers, and bottom

boards of benzine cases and tins, and find
most convenient and strajehtforward to

knock the cases completely to pieces for a

start. The

ever
which are good and qwater-

tight, I find it best to make of two thiek-
ne-ses of benzine tins, lapped and lined with
the side of a case.—T am

>

Cy,
A, CHAPPELL,

Redvale, 11th September, 1921.

(Paralysis is best checked by getting vid of
the queen, althoughin yonr case it cannot be
very serious, 18 you state the affected hive

untae.soneboth last, reason and this. —

7)
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(TO THE EDITOR.) ducer selling his honey this coming season
r—I am vight with Brother Watson in | in competitionwith the H.P.A. then we e-

that we should try and introduce some new | mand that the directors consider the advisa-

nectar plants, Last season L tried to procure | bility of securing an apiary site near these
Bokhara clover seed from three of our Tendingsaid producers and establish an apiary there-

seed merchants, but without success. ov

what about our H.P.A. trying a smallline,
putting a small advertisement in the Journal,
and catchisng the honey when it comes along?
—I am, &e.,

S. O. SMITH.
Patea.

* *

(PO THE EDITOR.)

Sir.—l have for some time

Bast
been tak-

ing ea notice of your appeals to horoney

producers to join the co- operative movernent
for the mutual benefit of all engaged in t

industry. I have also regretted
once that such good advice is bacgsignally

*

ignored and that some of our producers are

so selfish as to sell their Hes in competition
with the H.P.A. and our more loyal pro-

ducers. | have wondered that those same

loyal supporters of the HY ave so

silently witnessed this selfish competition,

es
tends to underroine the market anc

kee
_ the local price unstable, and not cry

Baie no uncertain voice againstthis eut-

pontbusiness,

It is quite possible that a case in point
is vot an isolated one, for only a short while

ago I saw a quantity of honey in the auction
room for sale on behalf of

:
certain

a shareholder of the H.P.A. Now,

possible that the dpeninsof our company
know how to deal with a defaulting share-

holder, as I believe the articles of association
e them certain powers quite sufficient to

rectify such a wrong as this. but as yet I
have not seen any means of dealing
those beeleepers eyes from thoroughly.
motives, refuse to join us and

varied fortunes of co-operation, put forward

y any of our members. It is quite conceiy-
able that these latter are a source of worry
to our loyal supporters; maybe, too, that om

directors are somewhat perplexed, but how-

ever that is in rea ity, one thing is certain :
if they co ntinueto compete with the H.P..A.
then the time has come for the H.P.A. to

competeTE them. Now, I wish to make
it quite clear that I am not. an

aGacate
of

selfi

share the

on

ping or encroaching, in any shape or

form, and believe a beekeeper should hav ye

his moral rights respected, but in the present
ease, where a beekeeper produces honey year

after year und sells it in competition ie an

established selling organisation, then he does
not deserve that organisation to peatecthis

vights and freadamof action, for both must
be recognise

Now, I honestlyhelfaxethat the manage-
ment of our co-operative organisation has

endeavoured with all Srp to bring those
ew producers who are not shareholders to

realise the necessity for their supporting the

movement; but quite possibly, through their
avaricious characteristic, thee latter have

steadfastly refused to do. so.

I, for one, think the time has arrive |

whenwe loyal shareholders should give av:

directors a lead as to how these shareholderssete be dealt with, and so let them vnder-
stand that wo are not prepared to acce it the

vesenb position much longer. o that end
would suggest that in the event of any pro-

on for the purpose of competing with them
for the honey crop, which they Pasuiatalyhave sold in competition with them

could be easily done, and may be a means of

brinyinu those short-sightedindividuals to
see the error of their ways.) Now then. you

loyal shareholders, “roll up’ and give your

opinions on this very important matter, which
is so vital to us all, and not let a few reap
the benefit of a market

ae we, by our

ity, have created. The fact that we,

through the medinm of this paper, voice our

opinion individually, when taken collectively
will strengthen the hands of the directors,
who, perhaps,have a

certain unt of
diffidencein facing the matter without know-
ing they have the backing of shareholders.

In conclusion, Mr Editor,these are briefly
the opinions of one produce who is loyal to

the backbone, and who would like thismatter
freely discus:ed, but who prefers being the

originator of an expected frank discussion,
to remain tov the present,

AMATEUR.

Answers to Correspondents.
Pe Kumara.—We have referred your

letter to the writer of the original article.
Will reply next month. *

Mrs A. T., Tuhikaramea.—Will reply
fully to your first query next month. Mion
can paint the hives whilst the bees ate

in them, but it is rather too late in the
season now.

Pickingsfrom L’Apicoltura
Italiana.

(Translated by BASTL H. HOWARD.)

WHAT BEES SHOULD BE USED

QUEEN MAILING CAGES?

. Suecess or failure in mailing
aueeusto great distances (e.g. Italy to

America,—B. H.H.) depends on a multt

tuie of varying causes, so wuch so that
the indivicual importance of one of these
causes (in our case the ave of bees nevom-

panying the qneen) can not be seen with-
out long and careful experimenting. Often

we attribute suecess or failure to the con-

dition of the accompanying bees, whereas
other causes may have brought about the

ore or the other result; for example, the

position of the cage in the mail bag or the

method of transport. As far as [ can

see, this is why the opinions of frust-

Worthy people on the aubject aro so much
at variance. Tu such delicate quostions
as these, it is preferable in argument
to give weight to faets derived from ac-

tual experience. T have been led by experi-
once and reasoning fo adapt a course

practically midway between the above-

mentioned opinions,

LN
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(Dadant says: ‘‘Tinlian queen breeders

use. either bees recently hatched, or faely
aged. bees, or young active pees. -
ui ro the most successful Asprea,

Ed, Apicoltore, says:—

exactly the opposite. La

queens abroad, even to the greatest dis

tances, the bees that resisted the voyage
best were bees that had never flown.
These are the two opinions mentioned.—

B.H.HL)
The preference given to the latter

opinion is certainly due to the idea that

beea which have not flown can the better

adapt themselves to enclosure for a long

period, and to a timely recognition of

the well-known fact that young bees
usually accompany the queen in the in-

terior of the
hi

Those who Gx their choice on young,

active becs no doubt base this choice

on the consideration of the fact that such

bees are at the summit of their develop-
ment and of their powers of physical
resistance, Therefore, they think that

they ean support the rigours of a long

voyage better than bees which have not

vet flown,

It is therefore evident that the ideal

bees for our purpose will be those that

combine the above-mentioned qualities.
Bees which have made their first flight
approach the closest to that state of de-

velopment. To show more clearly what

I mean, I shal] add a few words upon the

development of bees, and of the various

activities they show. in their stages of

development. These remarks will be based

on personal observation from day to day,
and on the teaching of competent authors.

Upon hatching, the young bee wanders

slowly and doubtfully on the comb, scem-

ingly intent upon realising its own exist-
ence and upon taking stock of the sur-

i

On the second day its move-

meuts are more graceful; it frequently

earo of the brood; on the fourth or fifth
it takes part in the preparation of food
for the larve. During the first week its

youthful appearance, together with the
white downy hairs on its body, give rige
to the name ‘‘biondina’’ (‘‘the blonde’’),
a title given by breeders. Between the

seventh and tenth day it takes its first
flight, During the second week of its life the
physical characteristics of youth are still
fairly visible. But the bee has suffered a

change quite evident to the experienced
eye. From about the fifteenth day it is
at the height of its usefulness as f, 8
the production of wax is

muernbyeryEt docs good work
gatherer. After the twentieth day it i;

the ranks of workers, and at te cone
one month it reaches its maximum efi-
ciency as a honey gatherer,

From the foregoing it will bo se

onecon quite reasonably claim thatFat
from 10 to 15 days old are sullicientlybalanced in development to realise the

concerned,
8 a pollen

(Oct. 1, 1921,

idenl we require: The physical constitu-

tion is robust enough; their qualifications
as nursing bees have not diminished;
they do not yet fcel strongly the need for

liberty, nor the impelling desire for work.

Experience teaches one to recognise beos

at this stage at a glance, as I have shown

above,

Although the remark may seem un-

necessary, I must point out that in actual

practice the ideas above mentioned serve

guides, as recommendations. Tor it

would be absurd to pretend, even taking
zeal into consideration, that ALL the bees

choson to accompany the queen have the

exact age which T consider ideal for the

purpose.
I. PENNA.

Maybe this will interest some of you.
Tf it doesn’t—why, say so. Now, here are

i

find in ‘‘’Apicol-
tore’’:—Queen Exeluders, by BE. Penna;
European Fonl-brood, by Gaetano Piana,
who also writes Beginners’ Notes (a re-

commendation?),
Also, the peasants in Italy keep bees

in skeps and a host of other weird con-

Sp a

simply suffocate the

baric fashion. Now, one shrewd beekeeper
goes all round the district and takes all

those bees for himself, leaving the honey
to the owner. No stings, little trouble,
bees gratis. How? Sulphuric ether? Yes,
sulphuric ether. Of course, bees suffer-

ing from heart trouble never recover, but

still he brings a good number of bees

round again. Maybe the idea would be

worth trying on bees in weird corners and

rummy trees? Would you like to hear

about it?

Further, I would like to point out that
the ‘Federation of Italian beekeepers
found 1,388 new members in 1919-1921.

That they offer a prize to members for

roping in additional members.
to the man who finds the greatest number.

That tho price of ‘‘L’Apicoltore’’ is 10

lire to members, 12 lire to non-members.

Are theso ideas worth anything, won-

r? TI have a recollection that we tried
the prize idea, but that was before I was

a subseriber, T think.

The above items are very interesting
and helpful to those mailing queens, I,

Penna, the writer of the article, is one

of the largest queen e exporters in

Italy, so he should be able to speak with

authority.—ld, ]

ExtractingTime.
By L. C. TONKIN,

Extracting can be done, as at dental par-

lours, painlessly, but our first few seasons
were not at all pleasant, as you will learn.
Before we bought an extractor,we used to
cut ont the combs from the frames and strain
the resultingess. One soon becomes au

adept in

poidinga six-poundslab of honey
through the mouth of the straining bag.
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At last came the purchase of the new-
The bee books say, ‘'the

to rain pleasantly
/’ Our rain was more like

n drizzle, or more like a thunderplump when

unevenbaskets started the extractor a-rock-

The honey had got too cold, of course,

“aftervee ‘P
went the temperature and

coal bill y placing the frames near

the cava, the warm honey centrifugalled out

a bit better and a good bit faster. Some

honey came out too quick,for, when the fire

became too hot, a whole slab would gently
slide out of its frame as uletly as the move-

mer
of a glacier. Speaking of glaciers re-

inds me—working at 212 degrees Vahren-

heit(or thereabouts) is hot work, and, added

to the gentle rain, which we had now ob-

tained, was the drip, drip of honest sweat,

It seemedto me similar to the Chinese
Ta

drip torture. However, New

honey is highh in sugar content, so we were

not Teargadwith watering the’ oney

sO,

A season’s extracting was not done all at

one tine, so leaving the honey room one day,
to-clear the air, we pulled down the window

blinds and—openedt the window!

This is what no doubt happened. One 01

the ‘aces’ of the apiary’s squadron onespies,
e blind:

a voyage of ame inte

the room and finds itself in a wonderful Cave
of a Thousand Deli nts,

where honey is in

cone undream After a real decent

feed, this explorer, elongit to a socialistic

body. must tell its cobbers, The glad tid-

ings having weenwhisperedthroughoutthe

colony,all bees with a sweet tooth set out

to this new Eldorado,where Secihinethal
is sticky is honey. When a few hundred
have been bogged in the Sloughof Despond
(the alinches on honey in “the extractor)
and w a few more hundreds are thinking
of gonnatig hari- kari by joining them, this
is

tear
I come in.

goes the window and op goes thebine Straightfor the light turn hundreds
of bees, and then commences that never-

ending ‘climb up the window- -panes aAmerican friends recently trained a yo
stud bull to work a treadmill, the power fromwhich worked ing machine. No
there was energy going to waste! An endless
glass pane, a few scallionbees, and enough
power to drive a two-frame extractor!Ever
felt the strength of a queen held between
the thumb and index finger when clipping?
A South African forward isn’t

i

g

the run-

ning. Back at the room the shades of night
are falling, and so the robbers are direc st
towards t cir homes with vigorous sweepings.
Allowing robbers to go backto theirhi
is nob recommended, but you can a kal
thousands of innocents. It was your fault—
not theirs.

3%

Next day shows determination as one of a

hee’s characteristics. In the key-hole of the

door, up the window-sashes, the siege of the
citadel is carried on for a day or two. Be

like blue colours best, and red the least; but
when robbing they only see red but

paint the whole cub baskoeethat colour.
4 room was next to our honey room,

and a few stragglers must crawl in, probably
to escape the excitement, and, when isrob-

ing for the night, resolving to put your foot

firmly down on robbing next season, right

summer chi

keeper, never grumbling,
won't get rheumatics anyway,’ y your
head on your pillow at peace itll the world
and your bees

181

then you put your foot down on a

ee. You t us to stings on the

hands,but a sting on a delicate part of

one’s foot is not too good. It feels like a

in. Howeverlike a true bee-

you. says
“Well, I

How to Prevent Swarming.
By G. WetDemaree.

When discussing this subject the tempta-
tion to

erune.the question, rather than to

vely upon simple description of the

manipulationmaesartadto, to accomplish the

object in view, is very gre many

aplarists have ‘imbibedthe ides that some

sort of contraction of the brood-nest is essen-

tial to the production of comb honey, if not

the extracted article, that any new discovery
hat runs counter to this idea of contraction

meets a deaf ear, if not open opposition.
Let me say, once for all, that when a new

tolen
tee it to the newlv-applied dis-

ese remarks apply not exclusively
talsi old system of bee-cnltuve, but to all
systems pertaining to all industries. Those

persons who are determined to stick to the

bldpaths oe
the past are not in position to

profit by any new discovery ; and this
nyIs not ted for that class of readers

When your apiary is as large as you want

it, what would you give to be able by a

simple, practical manipulationat the begin-
ving of the pecrmnng

season to hold all your
colonies in full ngth of working and

breeding force steadilythrough the entire

honey harvest? You can do it beyond a

doubt by practising my new system ‘of pre-
venting swarming; and if you paseus

in-

wenuityto apply proper managem uit

the new condition, your surplus sledwill
be larger than by any other method hereto-

fore made known to the pabLae
I have practised the new system largely

for the past two seasons, and my surplus
yield was never so

large,though it is well
known that the past two seasons were not

above the average as honey-yielding seasons.

As I have already intimated, my plan of

praxenting.swarming, and entirely preventing
ease, is accomplished by one single

manipulationright at the ae omdancenad“of
swarming. Onlyone hive and its out&t is

used for each colony. Any system that re-

quires a divided condition of the colony.
using two or Forehives, is not worthy of a

thought,
my practice I begin with the strongest

caloriesand transfer the combs containing
brood from the brood-chamber to an upper
storey above the queen excluder. One comb

containing some unsea brood and eggs is

left in the brood-chamber as a start for the

queen. T fill ont the brood-chamber with

empty combs, =a
I have a full outfit for my

apiary. But frames of foundation may
be used in the See of drawn combs.
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nanipulation is complete, the

eae haeaU of Its brood with the quest
only its condition is altered. The queenwie
a new brood-nest below the ex or,

W

Nie
the combs of ausbedare in the centre of

ty
super, with the sides hlledot ee

with emp

s ab he queen ex¢

eo ak ‘all1the brood will be hate shed

- and the bees will

begin to hatch in the hateher out above ne

exclnder, and so a continnons succession

oung bees is well suslainea.
4 Iffigobject is to take the honey with the

extractor, I tier up with a surplus ‘of a
ing combs as fast as the large colony neets

the room to store surplus. Usually the combs

above the excluder will be filled with honey
the time all the bees are batched out,

one set of
and no system is as sure to give

’

combs full of honey for the extractor in the

very poorest seasons; and if the season

is aropitions,the yield will be enormous

under proper management. :

The great economy of this system 1s all

the colonies will produce as nearly alike as

can well be—a condition of things that never

occurs in any apiary swayed by the swarming
If my object is fancy comb honey,

- the section cases on the super that
contains the brood, and push the bees to ST

all the combs they can; at the close of

season I extract the honey from the Kone in

the super, and feed it back to properly pre-

pared colonies to have the partly-filledsections complete The nicest honey in

sections that I ever "producedwas obfatedin

this way
To feed back successfully ete as much

experience as any other work connected with

the art of producing honey, but the.fine is

too broad for a place in this connection.

The system above described works perfectly
if applied immediately after a swarm issues.

The only difference in the manipulation in

this case is thot uo brood or eggs are left

in the brood-nest, where the swarm is hived

back

SubscriptionsReceived.
[NOTE.—Should there be found any dis

crepancy, please write the Editor.]

er Manning, Rangiora, to August 22.

Watt, Mataura, to September22.
y ‘Hunter, Invercargill,to August 22,
W. J. Jordan,Auck and,to September 22,
F. Discombe, Hautapu, to Au gust 22,
C. V. Hart, Waimate, to September22,
A. Rillatone, Tuatapere,to September 22,
J. Paterson, Hokitika, to September 22
T. C. Horner, Whata Whata, to Sept, 22.

_ A Down,Spotswood, to September 22.
G. Gibson, Rotomanu, to September 22,
TG} Kitchincham,Greymouth,to Sept, 22.
A. Chappell, Redvale, to September 22.
T. J. Mannex, Waihou, to August (22.
A, H. Renwick, Dunedin, to August 22
Miss FE. .A. Walsh, Hamilton, to Sept, 22,
H. Mitebellmore, Goraldinne, to August 22,
J. A. Moreland, "Blenheim,to June 22.
Miss H. M. Thompson,Foxton,to August 22
J, Walton, Oruru, to September 2

:

ray, Greenpark,to August 22,
I, TR. Hayes, Koiterangi, to August 22.

W. B, Richards,Puke awa, to Beyt. 22,
Barrett & Bray (58), Barry's Bay, to Mar, 22.

,
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Whitcombe & Tombs, Ltd., Dunedin, to

September ‘

Heath, Waiuku, to Sepietibat22.
_ i Rainbow, Wairoa, FI.B., to August 22,
C, BF. Gee, Whakatane, to August 92.
VF. J. Coombe, Hastings, to August22.

A. G. Lennard, Waihou, to August 22.

J. Naismith, Mosgiel.to August 22.

Miss A, Allison, Wanigenth
to July 22.

F. Karl, Patarurn, to “Ma
Adolph Stat, StockholmBreda. to June 22.

1. Weenink,Pareora, to August
Pryor Bros., Ross, to August22.

lr. P. Lea, Hlawern,to Augustea,J. BinlcigsSpar Bush, to August 22.
H. G. Wood, Cassel, NNeedechchlee tobpb

September 22,
J. W. Crossdale, Taradale, to August 22.

oFWright, Blackmall, to August 22,
RB, Carwardine, Te Aroha W.

,
to Aug, 22.

er, Dannevirke, to

MayStaveneon:Gisborne, to July
C. Reese, W. Oxford, to Sooner22.
G. MeMaster, Waikouniti, to August 22.
He Tindall, Matakana, to Angust 22.
W. LE. Barker, Peel Forest, to July 22.
Miss 8. J. Hunter, Dunedin,to August 22.
C. Waines, Paeroa, ugust 22.
M. Dent, Ashburton.

it
ae

tae
22

).

A. Grainger, Te a, to July 22.
G. Basen aati to September 22.

H. C. McKenzie, Huntly, to Sept. 22.

Stevens, Kakalhi, to August

xt
Ga.

a)

Fr.
W.
M.

TONGUE AND STING LENGTHS.

“T know little, and cave less, about the

tongue-reach of my bees, but I care a lot
about their sting reach, . One of them

stung
me on the turned- up tip of my poor

nose, for, nob expecting ae activities, I
had sinittedsto don even an old lace

eurtanI didn’t measure that bee’s tonedreach,
ever her sting-reach, bnt I calculate the latte
an inch and a-half ! don’t want to buy
queens guaranteed to produce workers with a

27-100 of an inch tongue-reach; T want to

buy queens that will produceshoicestingers.
That would be beginning at the right ‘end,
indeed !"—( Stanistreet, Trish Bee
Journal.)

in

Beekeepers’Exchange.
[Advertisements on this page will be

inserted at the rate of 3/- per 36 words

per insertion, Cash must accompany order
or will not be inserted, Addresses care

Editor 6d. extra to cover cost of postage
of replies. ]

COMMERCIAL APIARISTS willing to
assist Returned Soldiers who have had a

Course of Instruction in the industry ar’

requested to communicate with
CHAPLAIN OAPT, TARDITE,

Trentham Camp,

WANTED
AND PLANT
Soldiers,—A

aly,

TQ PURCHASE, APIARY
suitable for twa Returned

mir particulars, to
tf. DIAPER,0

BuenRond,
Lyall Bay, Wellington.
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THE APIS CLUB.

Port Hill House, Benson, Oxon., England,
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FOR SALE, 50 4-FRAME NUCLEUS
IXES., 1 Baines Capping Melter, 1000Li

Frame Wedges
HUGH FRASER

Waittakaruru.
Two of the chief planks in thePlatform

of the above Club are the

and conduction of research work in Bee

Culture and the creation of International
WANTED,

‘OU NDATION
Your Order for ‘OMB

33 Lid
per

ib, in 25Ib cases

scholarly relations amongst progressive Smailieelots on applicatio

apiatists in all countries. EXCEL AND HLALLAMOpotiki,day of Plenty
Membership fee, 10/6 per annum, whicb

includes one

yes subscription to the
es . ; :

5 foo

(Bee World,’’ a paper that has by sheer) FOR SALE, Al ROOT EXTRACTOR,
merit come right up to the front rank of|2-Frame 10-inch Baskets, Shp Gear and

Beo literature. DBNROL NOW! Er Pa ia condition; a snip, £4 10s,

o.U atea,

Dr, A. Z. ABUSHADY, AITKEN & SMITH,

Secretary. | Patea.

ITALIAN

1921-22 PRICE LIST of

QUEENS
PRICES:

1 2 3 4 5

Untested . 7/6 14/6 21/- 28/- 35/-

Select Untested—1/-extra per asinTested . 12/- 33/- 40/- 50/-

Select Tested 17/6 sf
Breeders 30/-

QUEENS GUARANTEED FRED FYROM ALL DISEASE, and bred from Pure Stock, which

have been selected for bardiness, disease-resisting, good-working & non-swarming qualities

Ninety-five cent,per of Untested Queens guaranteed purely wated.

Delivery—Tested,from 15th October; Untested, from 20th November (as weather

permits) to 20th March. All orders to be in by 1st MAROH,

TERMS.—Cash with order. Cheques to have exchange added.

P.O, Order Office, Heriot. Orders filled in rotation,

NOTE.—Owing to high cost of all m:

allowed on list prices for larger quantities

POSTAL

R, Stewart,

iterials andl postage, no reductions can be

ADDRESS:

Crookston, Otago.

Crown Bee Supplies
314 Durham St. (near Victoria Street)

CHRISTCHURCH.

Makers of Hives, Frames & Other Appliances.
Hives or Parts made to any Pattern or Design.

Stocks of Hives, Frames, &c., always on hand.
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1991-22 PRICESOF ITALIANQUEENS
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UNTESTED
DELIVERY IN ROTATION or ORDERS MID NOVEMBER TO MID MARCH.

1 or 2. 3 or 4, 5 or more.

7/6 each. 7/- each, 6/6 each,

TESTED

DELIVERY IN ROTATION OF ORDERS FROM THIRD WEEK IN OCTOBER.

12/- each.

TERMS.—September to March—Oash with Order; Cheques to have exchange
added. April to August—Orders for the following Season may be booked; payment
at time of delivery

Queen arriving dead at original address replaced Free if Cage is returned

unopened.

REPORT OF LAST OFFICIAL INSPECTION:

Dept. of Agriculture, Industries & Commerce

Blenheim, Sept. 15th, 1920.
Mr. J. H, Todd, Renwicktown,

Sir —Havin: examined every hive at your Apiary at Renwicktown, I have found

no evidence of Foul-brood. (Signed) A. P. YOUNG,
Apiary Inspector,

POSTAL ADDRESS:

J. H. TODD,Renwicktown,MARLBOROUGH.

After considerable experience the demand for our Foundation Comb

has grown to such an extent all over Southland and Otago that we have

decided to supply all Beekeepers with our own Foundation Comb, or make

up their own Wax.

Local Foundation always in stock.

Also Makers of Hoffman Frames, ete.

Samples and Prices on request.

Address:

Butler 6 Hemmingsen
83 Teviot Street, INVERCARGILL.

A. ECROYD
Manufacturer of

Acorn Comb Foundation
A Product of the Highest Quality supplied at ReasonableRates. Clients

own Wax made up at short notice

WRITE FOR QUOTATIONS AND SAMPLES.

P.O. Box 850, Christchurch Factory: 157 Cranford Street,
Telegrams: ‘*‘OAKCLIFFE,” CHRISTCHURCH.
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Beekeepers’ Supplies.

Reduction in Prices.
We have pleasure in announcing a considerable reduction in the price of Bee-

keepers’ Supplies. An improvement in the foreign exchange rate and a fall in

the price of timber and other lines make this reduction possible. New Season’s

List now ready. If you have not already received our List, it will pay you to write

for one.

Hives and Supplies.
he ‘‘Alliance’’ Dovetailed Hives and Frames, which have given universal

satisfaction in the past, still maintain their excelleuce of quality, fit, and work-

manship. The very largest Beekeepers in the Dominion year after year specify
‘‘ALLIANCE’’ Goods, because of their dependability. We guarantee every article

sent out from our Works to be of the very best quality. We back up our guarantee
with an offer to replace, free of charge, ary article which proves unsatisfactory.

Comb Foundation.
One of the important factors which contribute to success in beekeeping is Comb

Foundation, of which there are scores of makes—good, bad, and indifferent. Good

Foundation has several outstanding features—immunity from disease, toughness,
clearness, and perfect cells which, when drawn out, are all worker cells. Many of

the lower grades of Foundation produce large quantities of drone cells.
‘*

Airco’’

Foundation is absolutely pure and very tough, and ali the cells are perfect worker

cells. It is a little more costly than other makes, but it is worth the money asked

for it, in that.it saves the time of the Bees tearing down and reconstructing imperfect
cells. A large user says:—‘‘I have used over 200lbs. of ‘‘Airco’’ Foundation this

season. The Bees accept it quicker and draw it out with less labour than other makes

I have used.’’ The Foundation has a perfectly natural basis, which the Bees do

not need to re-design; the Foundation is more ductile, and at the same time tougher
and less easily broken than other makes, We recommend ‘‘Airco’’ Foundation to the

Beekeepers of New Zealand.

can also supply Foundation made in our own Works. The Wax is specially
seated:ensuring absolute purity. Each sheet is packed between thin sheets of paper
to prevent damage. We consider paper between each sheet necessary to prevent
damage and strain, the strain having a tendency to produce drone cells, particularly
in hot weather

Queens.
A good Queen in each colony is absolutely essential. We supply Queens of the

famous Robert Stewart strain. Tested Queens ready for delivery from the end of

September onwards; Untested from November onwards. RDER EARLY.

A FULL STOCK OF ALL APIARY APPLIANCES READY FOR IMMEDIATE

DELIVERY AT HEAD OFFICE AND AT OUR AGENTS’ IN ALL HONEY-

PRODUCING CENTRES.

SEND FOR OUR NEW SEASON’S PRICE LIST.

BIG REDUCTION IN PRICES.

Alliance Box Co., Ltd.,
MASON STREET, DUNEDIN.

Telegrams—* Brickell, Dunedin.”

Post Office Box 572, Dunedin,
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Calling his Bluff.
, POR THE PAST NINETEEN YEARS, we were

KNOWING J SMEDLEY ToR
; - :

t Nee ane to read on page 654 of tho last issue of the N.Z. PRUIT-

not exactly surpris i

Cj
7

a letter over his name, the following:—
; oeGROW ER,

in a
sorry the demonstration of smolters was a failure, and if is time

keepers i
terested in smelters should have a chance of secing these

vee testedside by side under varied conditions—that is, im tle

method of heating. Now, let me tell you, although my machine is smallor
in size, it is equal

i eapacity to Mr, Miller’s Glutton, and at the same
in

size, it is eqnal in
1

timedid prove that it would work with less heat.’

Now then Mr. Smedley!
I HAVE YOU WHERE I HAVE BEEN LONGING FOR THE PAST WHOLE

YEAR TO GET YOU!

First, let me call the attention of my readers to the fact that I have ever

refrained from mentioning by name any of the rival inventors of Reducers, for to

do so reflects anything but business credit wpon the person doing so;

B—u-t,
As Mr, Smedley has not failed to violate this golden rule, he must take what is

coming to him.

e

That Demonstration at the H.P.A.
I am still waiting to be thanked for the loan to Mr, Smedley of the Hose and

Boiler with which he fully demonstrated—that, so far from proving that his

Reducer would equal my GLUTTON, I had to call the attoution of the reporter
io the fact that large pieces of Unmelted Foundation were escaping into the gutter
of the Smedley Reducer, as were also other bits of Unmelted Comb.

Furthermore, the amo.ut of heat supplied by the boiler was far and away
more than sufficient for his Reducer, for many standing around the boiler saw

the bubbling of water OUT OF THE SYPHON-SUPPLY TUBE, and this is a

physical impossibility unless the Reducer was getting all the steam it could use

and the surplus was causing back pressure in the boiler.

So this is positive proof that any failure of Smedley’s Reducer (which you will

notice he himself avows) was certainly not caused through lack of steam. It was

not until the end of his job that the fire was inadvertently allowed to go nearly
out—that the steam supply was insufficient. By that time Mr, Smedley had ha

ample time to show us all that his invention was capable of doing. A-N-D he DIDN'T
show us that it would prevent Unmelted Comb from escaping from it.

Still Further.
Jt amuses me to learn what ideas some persons have of the most ordinary laws

of Fhysies.

So far from the statement being true that Smedley’s Reducer is capable of
reducing Black Combs as fast as the B,.M. GLUTTON, such arrant nonsense only
omanates from a mind utterly ignorant of the real laws governing such matters.

The capacity of the B-M, GLUTTON is three tons per eight-hour day when
reducing ordinary Combs; and from my experience, in collaboration with the late
Rev. I, W. Clarke when Vicar of Te Awamutu, in his honey-room (only a-quartermile from Smedley’3 Ayiary), with a Reducer embodying exactlythe samo principleas

Pie,
8

ge Reducer, |
am positively certain that you cannot in eight hours

oh Seas tne:
of Comb (to melt it) through Smedley’s Reducer, even

When Parson Clarke and I invented the model which &
‘

thought we had what we termed ‘A DOBBSnAgire Fmedleynow males, we

ue on nightand day over that Reducer, which we mado out of large
Mie ee A steamjacketed. The invention worked all right (excaplt for not

Baan pierateseee sf long as no large amount of pollen and no black combs
leone aac attenof the bale toneeaefull of black combs, such as tho ordinary‘

re p ‘| ¥

empty it.
:

: & blocked up, and we had to take it apart and

After using and coaxing
it

f

: L ing it for thrae woaker + Meg ‘
.

of day at it, we very reluctantlyadmitweeks, and often working until the dawn
Reducer went the way of the serap-heap,ourselves beaten once moro—and the
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One Man’s Idea of Fair Play.
Mr. Smedley states that ‘‘It is time beekeepers interested in Smelters should

nave a chance of secing these appliances tested,’’ &c.

Now, he cannot possibly have forgotten that in this very Journal we for five

consecutivemonths, and at an expenditure of ten lovely sovereigns, advertised

a Challenge (only last season) to alk and sundry to a Reducer Competition, even

offering to alter the tentativeTules we suggested in the event of any competitor

considering either of them oppressive. DIDN’T WE?

Although Smedley lives and has his Apiary only two and a-half miles from

THOROUGH WORK,did Smedleyeven let out one mouse-squeak about that Chal-

lenge, issued, a8 it were, right under his nose. DID HE? Not he! Yet he now whines

about the necessity of just that very thing!
What are we to think of such a person? I know what I think of him!

Now that I have sold out every vestige of comb I possess, and have also sold

the most perfectly furnished honey-room in the Dominion, Smedley thinks it is time

to have that competition,
Well, if I have no combs to supply for the Reducers, Smedley has!

Tf he thinks he can dodge that Competition because it is now impossible for me

to supply the combs, he is making a big mistake.

I CHALLENGE HIM TO THE SAME COMPETITION AGAIN, and if he is

sincere in his whining about the need for a demonstration, he can supply the

combs; and if he now refuses, readers will know what to think about the matter.

The Challenge.
THE COMPETITION IS TO BE FOR A FOUR HOURS’ RUN; and

ONLY BLACK COMBS ARE TO BE MELTED.

Readers may say that I am betting on a surety because, nine years ago, one

who had been Assay Chemist at Sydney University, and could analyse most things
on earth, had, in collaboration with mysel!, proved the INCAPACITY of a Reducer

of Smedley’s pattern. Well, Smedley backs (on paper only) his Reducer against
the B..M. GLUTTON. It is of no use his drawing any red herring across the scent

by discussing the relative amounts of heat, &c. The boiler he used at the H.P.A.

Demonstration supplied more heat than his Reducer could assimilate, and that in

the very worst place that could have been chosen—the loading entrance of the

H.P.A. Depot, in a nasty wind, in the depth of winter. I regret that my interest in

secing Unmelted Foundation and Comb run from his Reducer took my attention

from the fire; but the fire was Mr. Smedley’s affair, not mine! He neither asked
me to attend to it nor did he thank me for so doing, but seemed to take for granted
that it was my job, and never put hand to either fire or boiler when it was my
turn to demonstrate (which was impossible) with a boiler meant for a Reducer only
as small as Smedley’s, and which could never have been expected to keep at melting
point of beeswax a surface of twenty-seven square feet, of which surface the two
bodies of comb I had could not more than half cover, so that the heat radiating
from the uncovered portion of the tubes was wasting. Of course, Smedley’s Reducer
has a much Jarger outside surface in proportion to its melting surface than the

GLUTTON, which has only the two outside surfaces of the two outside tubes,
whereas Smedley’s Reducer has the whole of the largest circumference of the whole
Reducer exposed to waste its heat. If he should argue that such surface could be

lagged, then that argument applies to any pattern—only the GLUTTON would
require a vastly smaller proportion of such lagging—only a little under one-sixth
of the whole reducing surface, Smedley’s requiring the largest of the three surfaces
lagging, and that an awkward circular-sloping one; therefore Smedley’s Reducer has

Orge
40

ve
cent. of heat-radiating surface, while GLUTTON has less than

per cent,
C

Mind! you can work GLUTTON with Primus Stoves if you rather
would; it is made either way.

Summarising this Matter.
Cappings could (if necessary) be melted in a frying-pan, so that any Reduecr

capable of melting cappings only is a waste of hard cash.

The same argument applies to clean combs.

The perfect Reducer, which, like the B-M, PATTERN, cannot be blocked up,

must be able to deal with every black comb which foul-brood compels the unfortunate
victim of that disaster to reduce.

We claim that when it comes to a Reducer having to accommodate and melt
such black brood-nest combs, Mr, Smedley’s Redneer will fall down worse than

meroly letting Unmelted Foundation and Comb run away not reduced. We claim
that the GLUTTON (or any other size of our Reducers), having regard to its

advertised capacity and price, will run rings around Smedley’s Reducer. In fact,
We THINK Smedloy’s Redueor is practically useless for black combs when black
combs only aro being melted. Wo will not have any ‘‘truck’? with capping oF
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“ Woe are out to supply boekeeperswith a Reducer which

clean comb redatyWeatherFriend’? Our Reducers will handle whatever about an

is not a mere Ls

ing. with the same ono-horse-power boil
i

ft our GLUTTON ea ie ipplislat the H.P.A, Dembnstrehitaccandwhieh
Mr. Tarbot and I Saeed Mr, Smedley's Reducer, which he states ‘‘is equal to
did not turn

UP OTTO:“in capacity,’’ then we forfeit another ten pounds (£10)
Me, Miller S the National Beekeepers’ Association,

to the funds 0

Ymedley can have the same 1 h.p. boiler to use for his Reducer,
What eg pet with # giganticReducersuch as GLUTTON has to be done,

Whensae ee Eebaaasalallby using 2 boiler which supplies only a little more

ae oaaibaley’s Reducer can use, is the method of a bungler.

SS aa mancan make so egregious a mistake as to state that a Reducer

27 square feet ee
surface is only equal to one having about 7 square

. mprehension.

feet Cee aaa has baulked our five solid months’ advertising for a com-

petition, but we think wo have him now where hoe must put up a fight, or for ever

hold his tongue.

Do not Forget.
’ RUN. ONLY BLACK COOMBS.

seNetiondlfunds if GLUTTON Loses!

Our Only Agency.
Persuaded of the superiority of the BARTLETT-MILLER REDUCERS, the

N.Z. Honey Producers’ Association is now stocking most of our sizes.

Customers may send to either location, as freight may be savable by their

distance from either warehouse.
i :

The H.P.A. have price-lists and literature treating of tho use and capacities
of the various s81Z@s,

FOUR
£10 to

Young Queens.
Having sold out our Honey Production Plant, we have for immediate delivery

FIFTY (ONLY) QUEENS reared for us from the stock supplied by the H.P.A.

in December last year. As we have not got one square inch of comb to put these

queens upon, we have to sell them.

At this time of year, when queenless colonies might be worth a couple of

sovereigns if only 1 queen were available for them, the opportunity to obtain them
will be snapped up at once, so that if you can do with any or all of them, you would
be well advised to wire both cash and order if you expect to obtain them before

they are all gone, for they are offered only subject to previous sale, and orders will
be executed in strict rotation, and for cash with order only.

e

Do not Mistake.
These Queens are from WW.P.A. stock. They are NOT our GENETIC strain, of

which it will be (at present calculations) some four or five years before the full

experiment is coneluded.,
The price of the fifty we offer is eight shillings each—for one or the whole lot,

and that beekeeper who cannot make eight shillings out of a colony worth saving
from queenlessness at this time of year had better give beekeoping best.

Peak not sold ourFoundation Rollers yet. At present disparity between

PEeee ee andFoundation, there ought to be a real good thing in making one’s

ther ton; and the cost of the outfit would be made up in one batch.
ain and Embossed Rolls. £25 f.o.r. Te Awamutu. Cash or order on HLP.A.

Lo :

=e yalWorkby the Waipa Bee Club.
enclosing in all THOROUGHWont(Mr, Bartlett-Miller), the Waipa Bee Club is

this paper,
KK advertising matter an appeal for subscriptions to

We believe
in

p

tion sicraineon ee ee show other Branches of our beloved Associa-

re mention this fact go ore National prints the appeal; we post them.

appeal may not fee attenden + hat any present subseriber receiving a copy of the
office to go through the mail; a it would entail too great a pressure of work in our

Beenesubscriber from our oe <atheJournal,and tick off the name of every
e feel sure th:

ave
Mailing list.

of this. Still, Serpe alt alvisablo,it is scarcely necessary to advise our friends
so than give offence where only assistance is intended,

TheThoroughworkApiaries,Kihikihi
Oh, yes!> yes! we have Api

: Ayiaries eenone from which we eo ae sont:byprivate persons under our management, but
53 for a Reducer ©

iti

om petition,



TheNewZealandCo-operative
HoneyProducersAssoc.,Ltd.

(H.P.A.)

Head Office : Postal Address :

Stanley Street, AUCKLAND. Box 1293, AUCKLAND.

Telegraphic Address; ‘‘ Bees, Auckland.”

Beekeepers’ Supplies.

BRANCH DEPOTS NOW OPENED AT:

DUNEDIN—Stock Exchange Buildings,

Bond Street.

CHRISTCHURCH—Canterbury Orchardists’

Buildings, Colombo Street.

Full StocKs Carried.

MAIN DEPOT: Stanley Street, AUCKLAND.

Order Supplies Early.

NewZealandCo-op.HoneyProducers’ Assn.,Ltd.

AUCKLAND.
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New Zealand Beekeepers’ Journal.

ADVERTISING RATES.

1-Year 4-Year }-Year 1-Issue

Whole Page £10 £6 £3 10s. £1 5s.

Half Page 6 3 10s. 2 2s, lis.

Quarter Page 3 10s. 2 2s. 1 5s. 10s.

One-eighthPage 2 2s. 1 5s, 15s. 5s.

1-inch Insertion 1 10s. 16s. 9s, 3s.

NIGHOLAS’FOUNDATIONFACTORY.
BEESWAXWANTEDin Large or Small Lots. HighestCash Price Paid.

Foundation Comb at Lowest Cash Price.
The capacity of our Electric Power Plant has been greatly increased, and the

adoption of the latest methods, combined with years of experience in making Foun-

dation Comb, ensures a product unsurpassed by none

Mr. H. C. Taylor writes:—‘‘I am well satisfied with your Foundation. It seems

to me quite as good as any imported I have seen. I fixed over 3,000 sheets without

coming across a faultysheet. You have saved the Beekeepers of the Dominion a large
amount of cash,’

Customers among’ the leading Beekeepers of the Dominion.

NICHOLAS, 3 CALEDONIAST., HAWERA.

Don’t Forget
Our Store when anything is wanted in the shape of

BEE MATERIAL.
Full supplies of all Beekeepers’ Requisites kept in stock. Honey Tin

Manufacturers. Agents for Alliance Box Co. and for

Benton's Capping Melter.

REMEMBER! If it’s tor Bees, we have it.

H. BEALE & CO., LTD., tni‘teowmoncers,
P.O. Box 129. Phone 62. MASTERTON, WAIRARAPA.

BAYOFPLENTYCOMBFOUNDATIONFACTORY
WE ARE NOW BUSY MAKING UP BEEKEEPERS’ OWN WAX AT 9d, PER LB,

RETURNABLE CASES, 1/- EXTRA,

ALSO, A QUANTITY OF COMB FOUND ATION FOR SALE,

Excell & Hallam,
Comb Foundation Makers,

OPOTIKI - BAY OF PLENTY.
Printed by Stone, Son & Co., Ltd., Dunedin, for the N.Z. Beek” KO

and Publishedby F. 0, Bainos, Kati Kati. October latigna


