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THE NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION,

PRESIDENT:

Mr. E. A. -Field, Norbiton Road,
Foxton.

VICE-PRESIDENT:

Mr, W. J. Lennon, Omakau, Otago.

GENERAL EXECUTIVE:
Messrs. J. R. Barber, Pio Pio, Wai-

kato; P. D. Holt, Te Kauwhata, Wai-

kato; T. F. Penrose, Southbridge R.D.,
Canterbury; D. G. Hamilton, Elderslie,

17D, R.D., Oamaru.
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GENERAL SECRETARY:

My. G. S. Kirker, Pungarehu, Taranaki.

BRANCH SECRETARIES:

Northland: Mr. H. R. Holdaway,
Whangarei.

Auckland Central: Mr. H. J. Jull,
Great South Road, Manurewa,
Auckland.

South Auckland: Mr. A. E. Deadman,
Okoroire Railway, Tirau R.D.

King Country: Mr. H. 8S. Shoebridge,
Manunui, King Country.

East Coast: Mr. W. H. O. Johnston,
Box 31, Ruatoria.

Hawke’s Bay: Miss D. M. Dalgliesh,
1001 Frederick Street, Hastings.

Central/Southern Hawke’s Bay: Mr.

Ivan Jones, 22 Barraud Street,
Dannevirke, H.B.

North Taranaki: Mr. Jno. Robinson,
Mangorei Road, New Plymouth.

South Taranaki: Mr. S. R. Clare,
Graham Street, Eltham, Taranaki.

Wanganui: Mr. R. Garrett, Elton,
Durie Hill, Wanganui.

Waimarino: Mr. J. Toland, Ohakune
Junction,

en

—

Manawatu: Mr. H. L. Campbell, Mil-

son, Palmerston North.

Wellington: Mr. W. P. Carter, F.C.S.

(N.Z.), Wairere Road, Lower Hutt

Marlborough: Mr. L. W. Gee, Spring-
lands, Blenheim.

West Coast: Mr. J. Glynn, Runanga,
Greymouth.

Canterbury: Mr. Jas. Forster, Wash-

dyke P.O., South Canterbury.

North Otago: Mr. C. N. Slater, 10

Stour Street, Oamaru.

Central Otago: Mr. W. J. Lennon, Box

24, Omakau.

Upper Clutha: Mr, L. D. Ord, Rippon-
vale, via Cromwell, Otago.

Clutha: Mr. R. C. Abernethy, Owaka,
Otago.

Milton-Taieri: Mr. Jas. M. Marshall,
Outram R.D., Otago.

West Otago: Mr. D. G. McDuff,
“Forestvale,” Kelso, Otago.

Gore: Mr. L. C. Barron, Thomas St.,
Gore.

Southland: Mr. L. K. Griffin, Wood-

lands, Southland.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

1 — 15 hives... bees .. «6/-
16 — 50 hives ... 10/-
51 — 100 hives .. 15/-

Five shillings extra for each additional

100, with a maximum of £2.

INSURANCE PREMIUMS:

1/6 per apiary per annum. (Insur-
ance is voluntary, but, if taken, all of

a member’s apiaries must be covered.)

JOIN YOUR NEAREST BRANCH
AND DERIVE FULL BENEFITS.
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MARKETING POLICY.
aa

——_

By Wilfrid J. Lennon, Dominion Vice-President.

In order to keep the price of honey
at a satisfactory level to the pro-

ducers, some sort of stabilizing in-

fluence, such as the Internal Market-

ing Division exercises at present, is

necessary,

Efforts during the ’twenties on the

part of producers (through the Honey
Producers’ Association) and during
the early ’thirties (N.Z. Honey Ltd.)
were not satistactory. At one stage
the best price obtainable was 43d. per

Ib., pro rata, and N.Z. Honey Ltd.,
with a violent effort, managed to lift
it to 6d. Then the producer-share-
heiders sold their interests to the In-

terral Marketing Division. Had this
not been possible, it is probable that

this company also would have had to

go into liquidation.
To date, the Internal Marketing

Division has operated in rather lean

years and has satisfied the bulk of the

prcducers by raising the price to 7d.

per lb., pro rata. But this figure, par-

ticularly in view of rising costs, is

hardiy adequate and cannot be ac-

cepted as &2 maximum.

For its service to the industry, the

Internal Marketing Division naturaily
expects some security, No organiza-
tion without continuity of supplies can

properly serve the beekeepers, as has

been vroved by earlier efforts at co-

operative marketing—and their fail-

ure.

The method of attaining security for

the activities of the Marketing Divi-

sion, as at present proposed, is not

unanimously agreed upon by _ pro-
ducers. About 60% of delegates at

the last annual conference of the

National Beekeepers’ Association

favoured the zoning proposals, but a

strong opposition, mainly from among

Canterbury producers, but not from

that district only, is against zoning of

marketing areas for the exclusive ex-

ploitation of the Division.

Canterbury producer-packers argue

that, not only have they adequately
supplied the Canterbury market with

a good article at a fair price, but that

they have, in common with all other

producer-packers, contributed 3d. per

lb. of honey sold by them to the Seals

Fund—a fund which has vaguely been

stated as being intended for use for

the benefit of the industry.
It seems that a majority of North

Island producers is in favour of zoned

marketing areas for the Marketing
Division. It also seems that if the

Division had control of the Auckland

and Weilington markets, it would have

an assured market capable of coping
with a volume sufficient to keep the

Auckland vacking depot working at

minimum efficiency. Two years ago,

the Division sold 900 tons on the open

market. Therefore it should not be

dificult to make sure of markets suffi-

cient to attain the estimated 1000-

ton minimum turnover which the offi-

cials of the Division claim to be essen-

tial for the efficient working of the

plant.

Apparently the chief problem facing
the Marketing Division is the supply
of honey to the Division sufficient to

keep its plant working at normal

minimum efficiency, and it is claimed

that 1600 tons is required for this.

The Division requires some 600-odd

tons annually for the British market

and presumably could use a further

500 tons for N.Z. Troops overseas, for

troops in N.Z. camps and for prisoner-
of-war parcels. The payment of more

than 7d, to producers would un-

doubtedly attract more honey and

some measure of commandeer of any
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stocks held in more than -normal

quantities should go a long way to-

wards meeting these requirements,
provided seasons are normal.

All producers are anxious to have

orderly marketing of honey without
undue regimentation and _ control.

They can be relied upon to meet the

needs of the industry and the exig-
encies forced on them by the war.

Most recognize the need of strengthen-
ing the position of the Internal Mar-

keting Division, but at the same time

they do not want their efforts to pro-
duce the maximum possible amount

of honey frustrated by proposed mea-

sures that will bring acrimony and

possible division of their ranks.

The Government has failed to im-

plement its own zoning regulations,
and, failing some explanation—not so

far given—it seems as if a new for-

mula for settling the vexed problem
of marketing must be sought.

A solution should be possible that

will be the least disturbing to present
conditions and yet give that degree of

security required by the Internal

Marketing Division, consistent with

its service to the industry.

“The Indian Bee Journal” is India’s
only bee journal and Official Organ of

the All India Beekeepers’ Association.
7/6 p.a., post free.

The Editor, “Indian Bee Journal,”
Jeolikote, Nainital, U.P., India.
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Beekeepers will learn with regret
of the death at Palmerston North on

November 9, 1941, of Mr. Donald
Gordon Fraser, who, some years ago,
was one of the enthusiasts responsible
for the re-forming of the Feilding
Branch of the Association (since em-

bodied in the Manawatu Branch). As

President of the Feilding Branch, the
late Mr. Fraser’s tact and enthusiasm

kept in being a Branch which was a

source of help and information to its
members.

Mr. Fraser was chief inspector for
the Oroua Rabbit Board for 17 years,
and was a prominent figure in Scot-

tish circles, taking an active part in

support of the Caledonian Pipe Band,
and he was also interested in the ac-

tivities of the local branch of the St.

John Ambulance organization.

BEEKEEPING IN AUSTRALIA

gy

“The Australasian Beekeeper.” TIllus-

trated magazine, published monthly
by Messrs. Pender Bros. Pty. Ltd.

Subscription, 5/- per year, posted.
Sample copy free on application to

The Editor, -

P.O. Box 20,
West Maitland, N.S.W.,

Australia.
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Terms.—Cash with order.

C. A. GREIG

Reared under ideal conditions and of Highest Quality.
free from all disease, and bred from Pure Stocks which have been

carefully selected for good working and non-swarming qualities.

Ninety-five per cent. of UntestedQueens guaranteed purely mated.

Untested 7/- 13/6 19/6 25/- 30/- 57/6 5/6each 5/3 each
Tested 11/- 21/— 30/-— 39/- 48/- 90/-

Select

Tested 14/— 26/- Breeders 25/-

Delivery.—Tested, from September 20th; Untested, fr om October 20th

(as weather permits) to April 30th.
Orders filled in rotation as received.

Cheques to have exchange added.

POSTAL ADDRESS &

P.O, ORDER OFFICE

QUEENS
Guaranteed

10 20 or more 50 upwards

Richmond,Nelson
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ESSAY COMPETITION.
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POSSIBILITIES OF NORTH
AUCKLAND IN HONEY

PRODUCTION.

By J. R. Barber,Pio Pio.

FIRST PRIZE.

To the readers of the New Zealand
Beekeeper located south of Auckland

the North brings to mind a vista of

ti-tree, ti-tree, nothing but ti-tree,
with perhaps a few hundred acres of
danthonia and paspalum, interspersed
here and there by way of a change.

it must be adinitted that some years

ago a trip by road from Auckland to

Whangarei would do much to justify
that impression, but these districts
have considerably improved since

then, and after same years of experi-
ence in these localities it is the opinion
ot the writer that the North has a

growing place in honey production
possibilities, more especially perhaps
in the rehabilitation of returned men.

It may be wondered why the North
should be sorted out as especially
suitable for comparatively inex-

perienced beekeepers, and the reasons

are as follows:

(1) The seasons are much more re-

liable than in Southern districts, and
it is almost without precedent for an

apiarist to secure no honey, and the

possibility of facing large sugar-feed-
ing bills is non-existant.

|

(2) In many aspects of  hive-

manipulation, conditions are more

easy for an inexperienced man to work
his hives; that is, the chance of

starting violent robbing is more re-

rnote; the bees for a large part of the

year are somewhat more docile to

handle; re-queening of the hives, es-

pecially in the spring, is much more

certain and easy, and the rearing of

satisfactory queens is more readily
accomplished,

(3) The making of the necessary
increase for establishment could be

done, guided by advice from a capable
beekeeper, at very little expense to

a honey crop, and indeed could be a

very definite advantage under condi-

tions likely to prevail in the North.

(4) Should a newcomer decide to

work his first season solely for in-

crease, as may be desirable to save a.

Jarge initial outlay in stock, it would

be reasonable to suppose that he could
increase each good colony to four,
and that they would secure enough
honey to winter safely.

(®) In Southern districts, or in

purely white clover territory, it is

becoming increasingly difficult to se-

cure sites without trespassing on the

rights of established beekeepers.
It must not be concluded from th

above facts that there are not corres-

ponding disadvantages, which it

would be as well to enumerate, and I

wouid summarise these in the follow-

ing order, and advise intending bee-

keepers to take them into considera-

ticn and accept them as a serious word

of warning.
(1) The certainty of securing a

cercentage of dark thick honey, dis-

appointing in financial return and en-

tailmg two or three times the work in

handling that the lighter grades do.

(2) An increased difficulty in deal-

“ng with the problem of swarm con-

‘S$’ A location must be very care-

fully chosen, and many of those avail-

able are in small pockets of good
country, but only large enough to

vun 150 to 250 hives, with the hope of

getting a suitable grade of honey.
(4) The grade points obtainable for

the honey would be only between 80

and 90 instead of the 90 to 100 ob-

tainable in the Southern districts.

This class of honey meets with a ready
‘appreciation from the residents of the

localities in ‘which the beekeeper
operates, and indeed is very much ap-

creciated by a large cross-section of

the public, who look on a 100% white

claver product as being somewhat in-

sipid.

(5) A season in which the active

work of the apiaries is spread over a

longer period of the year. Whether

this is an advantage or disadvantage
is somewhat debatable.

Development of the North as bee-

xeeping territory could be helped by
2 spirit of co-operation between North

and South which would probably
react to the advantage of both dis-

tricts. Interesting experiments. have

Seen undertaken by Mr. George Swan-

son and myself with package bees,
and a long article could deal with this

subject. The experiments went far

enough and were sufficiently success-

ful to stimulate interest. As they
affect the North it is to deflect a large
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force of early hatched bees which
would ctherwise increase the yield of
dark honey, into a profitable and use-

ful channel, and so weaken the hives
that their swarming tendency will be

reduced, yet leave them strong enough
to build up to harvest the clover crop
which follows the period of ti-tree
blossom. It may be advisable to re-

mark here that ti-tree, at least in that

part of the North worked by the

writer, would go completely out of

biossom by the end of November, from

which dete white clover and other pas-
ture blossom would be prolific for six
weeks.

Lotus Major is a souree of very con-

siderable nectar, and one that stands

to the tees aur} ing drought pericds,
ae if grows pieclifoally along creel

banks, but one which seems to have

received very little credit from

writers.

Another Northern possibility is in

the pieduction of comb honey, for

which in normal times, there is an

unsatisfied demand, and a very large
export market if suitable packing and

transport arrangements can be made.

However, it is doubtful whether any-

one could advise a beekeeper to

develop comb honey production using
the usually followed unsatisfactory
system.

At this stage, I feel there is much

more to be said on the subject, but

I am aware of the fact that the limits

of an essay have been passed, and I

will close in the hope that others with

more experience in Northern bee-

keeping will take up the points enum-

erated and make of them something
in the nature of a discussion.

FILLING COMB FEEDERS.

_—<—

A NEW METHOD.

By E. A. Clayton, Tuakau.

SECOND PRIZE.

While there is nothing new in the

fact that old brood combs may be

used as feeders, the writer is not

aware of any method of filling these

having been made public, and the fol-

lowing idea is put forward as a hint

to those beekeepers who make use of

these.

This short article is not a discus-
sion on the use or disuse of any pavr-
ticular kind of feeder, though the
writer would like to see published in
this paper a great deal more about
how beekeepers in general approach
this highly important subject.

The concern expressed by bee-

keepers of the possibility of a short-

age of sugar for feeding shows only
too clearly that feeding plays a most

important part in apiary manage-
ment in this country. Why, then, do
we not hear more about it, or is there

only one method adopted?
However, to return to the subject

cf usine old combs as feeders, the

writer has used these for a number

of years in a laree home apiary, and

while they have their limitations 23

‘ar as transport is concerned, they

certainly fuifl, in the opinion of the

writer, one of the main essentials in

regard to an efficient feeder. This is

the fact that when placed in the hive

the bees have access to all parts of

the frame immediately, and can thus

take up large or small amounts of

syrup in the shortest possible time.

While it would be difficult to say
definitely it does seem that in practice
the same amount of syrup fed in a

comb or in a division board feeder,
would be taken up in half the time in

the former case.
|

To get syrup into the combs re-

quires force to expel the air that is

inclined to lodge under the liquid and

thus prevent its entry into the cells.

What better for this purpose than a

bueket spray pump? With a little

practice to get the right adjustment
of the jet, combs can be filled chock

full, and surprisingly quickly, too.

For dealing with a large quantity
that writer uses a strong frame with

a galvanised iron bottom, the combs

being hung in this after filling. The

combs are filled at one end, which is

made splash proof, and when the hold-

ing frame is filled supers may be used

to take more combs, provided these

are placed so that any drip will fall

eventually on the draining bottom.

Read “The Scottish Beekeeper,”
Official Organ of the Scottish Bee-

keepers’ Association. Published

monthly, 3/- per annum. 186 Forest

Avenue, Aberdeen, Scotland.
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WHAT HAVE WE?

hp:
-

A GUARANTEED PRICE, AN EQUALIZATION SCHEME OR

CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING?

By GilbertS. Kirker.

_

In their own interests, and in the
interests of their industry, beekeepers
throughout the Dominion would be
wise to consider the answers to these
questions’ and then to decide the
exact nature of marketing plan they
desire applied to their industry. To

date, there has been a good deal of
muddled thinking on the part of bee-

keepers and not a little muddling in
connection with the type of marketing
System or systems inflicted on the

industry.
It may be taken for granted that

all beekeepers are in favour of a sys-

tem of marketing which obviates

price-cutting, results in the producer
getting a fair price for his product,

all that his product will realize at the

time it is sold, and which ensures the

consumer getting a quality article for

money paid.
It may be taken, therefore, that

most beekeepers will favour a system
of cc-cperative marketing. It was

this which beekeepers were lead to

believe they were getting when they
veted in favour of the Internal Mar-

keting Division taking over the. sell-

ing of honey at the time of the annual

conference held in Timaru several

years ago.
At that conference, the question

was aSked whether the proposals then
before the conference meant that the

industry would get a “Guaranteed
Price,” as was the case of the Dairy
Industry, and the answer was defin-

itely, “No. The Division will accept
your honey, sell it and, after deduct-

ing costs, pay you the entire pro-
ceeds annually. There will be no

carrying over of producers’ money
from one year for use in another year
as has been the case of exported honey
in recent years.”

.

The present writer understood that

the Seals fund would be used for

advertising honey in a glut year, if

nécessary, but that it would also be

used as an equalization fund to bring
the payout to suppliers to the Division

into line with the realization of those

producer-packers who shared the bene-
fits of co-operative marketing by hav-

ing a price-level set for them, but

who, apart from the seal levy, did

net otherwise share the costs. of co-

operative marketing.
The Internal Marketing Division

apparently intended adhering to the

erinciple of paying out the whole pro-

ceeds of honey sales because it issued

a circular part of which reads,
“Although producers will be very

pleased to notice that the advance

(4sd. per lb. pro rata) is being made

on such a liberal basis, it is to be

earefully noted that a final payment
up to the full value that the honey
wili produce will be credited to sup-.

pliers.”
Yet, despite this promise, made

verbally and subsequently in writing,
an official of the National Beekeepers’
Association discovered in the course

of a conversation with the Director of

Internal Marketing that his Division

kad not paid suppliers to the Division

all of the net proceeds realized by
honey sent in, but had retained some

as a reserve fund. It is presumably
from this fund that the bonus of 4d.

per ib. pro rata for the seasons 1938

to 1641, just made, is derived, in

which case the Seals fund is still in-

tact, apart from disbursements such

as salaries and expenses of the N.Z.

Honey Control Board (Advisory Com-

mittee to the Minister of Marketing)
and one grant of £100 to the Associa-

ticn to assist with the publication of

this Journal. Beekeepers are entitled

to know the exact balance yet retained

by the Marketing Division on account

ox honey sales for the respective years

19388 to 1941.

Despite the reference to the “Guid-
ance of the industry” in the matter of

adoption of a conservative policy (pre-
sumably an oblique reference to the

questionable retention of portion of

suppliers’ money) in the Marketing
Division’s circular of June 17, this

writer has no recollection of any reso-

lution of an annual conference of the
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Association approving such retention.
The fact that a bonus In a lean year

comes at an acceptable time, is beside
the point, which is that the policy of

the Division is decided by the Division
without reference to the producers
themselves, who have no Say in the

formation of any policy and are, at

the present time, without democratic

representation on the only committee

to which the Minister appears to be
willing to listen on matters affecting
the industry.

Radio broadcasting of Parliament

illuminates this point rather neatly.
Not so long ago the leader of the

Opposition was eritical of the In-

ternal Marketing Division. ‘fn his

reply the Minister of Marketing de-

fended the Division and referred to

statements which had been made at

conferences of the Fruitgrowers and

the Tobacco growers. Then he said,
“Let us hear what the honey pro-

ducers have to say. The Chairman cf

the Honey Control Board says &c.”
The Association was not mentioned.

The Chairman of the Honey Con-

trol Board is appointed by the Gov-

ernment as its representative, while

the other members of that board were

elected by beekeepers to represent
them on a honey export control beard

and not to represent them on an Ad-

visory Committee to the Government
on all matters affecting the honey
industry. When the Association dis-

covered (and discovered is the correct

term, for the Associaticn was not in-

formed of the Government’s inten-

tion) that it was proposed to appoint
the Committee for the duration of the

war, representations were made to

the Government that the Association

should be consulted before such a siep
was taken, but the Association was

over-ruled.

Now, who does represent the ma-

jority of producers? The National

Beekeepers’ Association or a commit-

tee appointed by the Government?

Has the industry been given a

guaranteed price? Jt has been told

that the Marketing Division will pay

7d. per lb. pro rata on 1942 honey.
The Division has since intimated that

it will give, in addition, a bonus cf

zd. per lb. pro rata on 1942 honey.
That is, before the honey is sold, the

industry is informed that it wil] re-

ceive 7id. per Ib pro rata on any

honey sent to the Marketing Division.

Yet, in 1958, the industry was told
that if would receive payment up. to

the full value that honey would pro-
duce. And it was then that the indus-

try asked for Government control of

marketing so as to ensure some de-

gree of stabilization. It would appear
that stabilization of policy is now

required, and surely producers should

have some voice in deciding the nature

cf that.

The Marketing Division wants con-

tinuity of supplies. Naturally. And

it should be able to get just that. It

has tried to force honey into its depot
by closing certain profitable (the most

erofitable) markets to  producer-
packers. In a moderate-to-good
season this mie¢ht he effective. In a

very good season, it would be un-

necessary, but it would ensure an out-

wet LOY noney which would otherwise

be difficult for the Division to quit,
i.e., SInce producer-packers could not

sell within zoned areas, the market

would be free to the Division.

The Division could be certain of

supplies if it were to take all of the

honey produced in the Dominion, but

there are objections raised to that.

The Division could be certain of

supplies if it taxed producer-packers
more heavily (1d. per lb. seal levy,
for instance) and used the proceeds
as an eaualization fund to increase

the payout to suppliers to the Divi-

sion so as to bring them into line

with the returns gained by producers
who pack and sell direct.

The latter suggestion would be op-

nosed by many producer-packers, but

they must admit that they are receiv-

ing the benefit of a price level which

would not be possible if the activities

of the Division did not result in the

removal from the market of surplus
heney which would otherwise depress
the market.

The Division could control the posi-
tion a good deal if it were to take

steps to eliminate merchant-packers
who, possibly more than any other

agency, promote price-cutting in the

industry.
The Marketing Division would get

plenty of honey if it could give a re-

turn comparable with that derived by

producers who pack and sell their

own honey. If beekeepers could get
as much from the Division as they
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ean from packing and selling their
own product, must would prefer to let

the Division sell their honey for them.

There is something wrong that Can-

terbury honey should sell (in 2lb.

tins) in Taranaki this year at 144d.

per lb., while that same honey for-
warded to the Marketing Division
would have brought something less
than 74d. to the producer, and it is

not surprising that the producer con-

cerned preferred to pack his own pro-
duct despite the fact that he purports
to support, and even assist to frame,
the marketing policy of the Market-

ing Division.

Beekeepers will need to think these

peints over and decide whether they,
or other ideas, will solve their market-

ing problem. A few years ago it was

thought that the problem of market-

ing was solved in the Dominion. Yet,
every year the question remains a

problem. And that this is so, denotes

lack of intelligence within the indus-

try, nothing less. But, supposing we

uncover sufficient intelligence to en-

able us to evolve a proper scheme (not
one which requires constant tinkering
to keep it going’) beekeepers will then

need determination to see it through.
And determination is a trait which has

been lacking in places where it should

exist in full measure.

APIARY NOTES.
we

WINTER FEEDING.

The past season for beekeeping in
New Zealand as a whole has been
one of the worst for twenty years,
with honey production down by ap-

proximately two-thirds of a normal

crop. In some areas insufficient honey
was gathered by the bees to provide
adequate winter stores; consequently
it has been necessary for many bee-

keepers to feed sugar syrup to make

up the deficiency.
At least thirty to forty pounds of

honey are required to winter a colony
of bees suecessfully, according to

location, and where it is necessary to

supplement with sugar syrup, the

work should be completed before the

bees go into their winter cluster.

No attempt should be made to feed

liquid syrup to colonies during the

cold winter months, as the bees are
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then unable to take up and evaporate
the syrup in the ordinary way. Indi-
vidual bees soon become chilled, and
eventually die if exposed to low tem-

peratures. Within the colony cluster

they attempt to maintain a tempera-
ture varying from 75 to 85 deg. Fahr.

during the winter period, when brood-

rearing is not in progress. The re-

quired heat is created by the con-

sumption of food and by muscular

activity of individual worker bees

within the cluster. All winter stores

shculd therefore be made available to

them in a readily accessible place, and

should be suitable for immediate con-

sumption.
Where there has been insufficient

honey gathered for the normal re-

cuirements of the bees, and the bee-

keeper has failed to make up the de-

ficiency by feeding sugar syrup dur-

ing the late autumn, all colonies thus

effected may now be given hard candy
to help them survive the cold winter

months.

A suitable candy for this purpose

may be made by pouring white

granulated sugar slowly into a pot of

hot water on the stove, until the

syrup is very thick and the sugar is

all dissolved by constant stirring, be-

fore boiling begins. Boiling should

continue very slowly until a few drops
of the candy, quickly cooled in cold

water, are hard enough when taken

out, but when placed in the mouth

soften slightly. At this stage the

candy should be poured into shallow

moulds of waxed paper, and when

nearly hard it may be creased with a

knife so that it can be broken into

suitable sized squares for use when

hard. A good size cake of candy may

be placed over the winter cluster of

each hive.

In northern districts, where the

winters are mild and short, and where

the bees fly on all fine days, feeding
with candy may be unnecessary.

Sugar Supplies: To obtain reason-

able supplies of sugar for beekeeping
purposes where required, registered
beekeepers must now apply on Form

F.R.5 to the nearest Rationing Con-

troller (Postmaster), who will refer

all such applications to the Apiary
Instructor for the district.

—T. S. Winter, Senior Apiary
f

-

Instructor, Wellington.
(Journal of Agriculture)
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INTERNAL MARKETING DIVISION

(HONEY SECTION)

The following circular was sent to

suppliers to the Honey Section, ac-

companied by payments covering iour

years’ supplies of honey.
Bonus payments of id. per Ib. pre

rata according to grade were made

on honey supplied over the past four

years and a final progress payment
of $d. per lb. on 1942 season’s honey.

The completed payments for the 4

years of the Honey Section’s opera-

tions are:—

1938 Gid. per lb. pro rata

1939 62d. per lb. pro rata

1940 7id. per lb. pro rata

1941 74d. per lb. pro rata’

When the bonus payment on i942

season is completed, payments on that

season will also amount to Tid. per

lb. pro rata.

17th June, 1942.

Dear Sir'/Madam,—
The past season, owing to poor rpro-

duction, has given rise to a position
in the Honey Industry which has par-

ticularly affected the suppliers to the

Honey Section.

Owing to the small crop, returns to

suppliers have been comparative!y
‘low. Coupled with this, a large por-

tion of sales by producer-packers
have been possible direct to retail

stores at prices in advance of what

the Department has been able to ot&-

tain by selling at wholesale prices.
The conditions that have enabled pro-

ducer-packers to operate so favour-

ably are due to the sugar shortage
and an extreme shortage in the pre-

duction of honey.
Whilst it is fully realised that such

a set-up has given a temporary ad-

vantage to producer-packers who seil

direct to the trade, direct selling in

the long run is a short-sighted policy,
particularly if it results in the de-
terioration of your present marketing

organisation to a point where it is

ineffective in keeping the producer
protected in both good producing and

poor producing seasons.

The necessity for adopting a policy
of continuous supply to your market-

ing organisation is well demonstrated

by the results of this season, when it

is very doubtful whether the Depart-
ment will handle much more than 408

tons of honey. Had a conservative

policy not been adopted in past years,

extreme difficulties would have been

experienced in obtaining a reasonable

payout for the suppliers to the De-

partment. However, thanks to the

gaidance of the industry on this mat-

ter, reserves are held which are suffi-

cient to enable a bonus payment to

we paid to all suppliers to the Honey
Section over the past 4 years.

We therefore attach our cheque
covering a payment of 4d. per lb. pro

rata according to grade on the honey

supplied by you over the past 4 years.

A similar payment for the current

year will be made when all honey for

this year has been received. We feel

that this is the most equitable way of

offsetting the poor crop and the higher
selling prices obtained by producer-
packers, The amount of the cheque
aiso includes a fourth payment of #d.

per Ib. pro rata on 1941 season’s
honey. This, with the 4d. per lb. bonus

is final for that season.

Again, we would point out the

weakness of endeavouring to continue

a system which must ultimately re-

bound to the disadvantage of all con-

cerned. Producers realise the security

they have obtained in the improved
marketing conditions brought about

by the Marketing Division, and to en-

sure a continuance of this security I

vould stress the necessity of a policy
of maximum supply in all years, poor

crop years as well as good years.

Yours faithfully,

Internal Marketing Division,
A. H. HONEYFIELD,

Manager.

It has been found by aviators that

honey is helpful in preventing debility
when flying at high altitudes.
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THE SICK BEE.

—

By JOHN CROMPTON.

(In
‘‘

Black wood’s’* Magazine.)

(Continued)
I well remember the time I found

Acarine among my own bees. In the

jJong-suffering pages of this magazine
I have told how I bought a stock of

bees from a lady and how they be-
came vicious and swarmed. The swarm

I gladly allowed to go away, but the

parent stock remained. It was my

first full season of beekeeping. I had

studied bee literature intensively and

bought a microscope—quite a good
one, though all I had done with it so

far was to examine bees’ legs and

things like that, for which it was

eminently unsuited, the  lowest-

powered lens being much too strong.
Later that year I attended a course

of beekeeping at an Agricultural Col-

lege, and with colossal cheek joined
the advance class instead of keeping
to my proper sphere with the begin-
ners under a lady mistress. In this

class I learned to dissect bees for

Acarine and Nosema and to stain

slides and spoors and what not. It

was three days after this course that,
looking at the brown hive that housed

the vicious stock, I saw a bee trying
to get home by crawling up a blade

of grass and signalling wildly with

its wings. It was a very fat bee, and

one wing stuck out at right angles.
Then another bee walked out of the

hive in a meditative sort of way and

promptly fell off the alighting board.

This one also climbed a blade of

grass, tried to take off, and fell to

earth again. Ona stone near-by were

three bees, heads close together, a

motionless group. These were the ex-

ternal symptoms of Acarine—the old,
notorious Isle of Wight disease. Yet

with five bees only it was nothing to

go by. A slight attack of ordinary
dysentery due to unsuitable food or

a damp hive, poisoning through con-

tact with sprayed plants, wounds, old

age: all these would produce similar

symptoms. The only sure external

sign of Acarine is what beekeepers
call ‘mass crawling’; in other words,

large-scale emigration on foot—
though the one wing stuck out at right
angles is always a little bit suspicious.

I put one of the motionless three into
a matchbox. Beyond moving its legs
very shghtly it did not seem to care

where it went. I put it into a small

glass tube containing bits of blotting-
paper soaked with nitrate of ether.
This is supposed to be a _ painless
anaesthetic and killing agent, but its

effect on that bee was astounding. I

expected to see the already barely
animate form go limp and lifeless;
instead, the bee reacted as one re-

stored to the full vigour of life. It

made that small tube literally hum,
and dashed itself about so rapidly I

could hardly see it. I no longer used
this allegedly painless method of kill-

ing the bees I dissect; I simply jerk
their heads off with a pair of forceps.
The bee died eventually, and I pinned
it to a cork and began to dissect. I

took off the head, the two front legs,
and the ‘crown,’ and exposed the

chest; then looked for the two main

lung branches, or trachae, with a

pocket lens. I saw them, tiny fila-

ments. At the college I had got them

out and on to the glass slide into a

drop of water after about six at-

tempts, The average was the same on

this oecasion. With infinite care I

seemed to get that filament on to the

giass slide but all I saw through the

lens was a string of muscle. Under

the microscope the trachae is quite
unmistakable. It is a great tube rein-

forced with spiral wire like a power-

ful delivery hose. I carved up the

three on the stone to no purpose ex-

cept to give them a quicker release,
did the same to the bee on the blade

of grass, and then hunted for the last

one. It took me a long time to find

her, for she was on the move, but I

spotted her at last. And this time I

got the trachae out intact. I pressed
the top slide over it, adjusted the

light, and focussed it. I moved the

slide slowly, and the great corrugated
pipe came into view (the way the

microscope transforms the insignifi-
eant into something massive, detailed,
and wonderfully finished seems to me

guite as remarkable as the fairy wand
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of stories). I made the slide travel

slowly, and the pipe passed along the

lens like some endless structure. And

then I stopped. In the centre of the

tube was a moving creature: a thing
like a tortoise, that waved six legs
in the air. The legs were thick and

puffy, and each was armed with three

tapering claws. It had a pointed snout

like a drawn-out pig’s, and a long hair

in place of a tail. Here in the flesh,
alive and kicking, was Acarapus
woodi. The dread infliction of the Isie

of Wight had come upon my hives.

I do not know whether sorrow at

having the disease or jubilation at

having myself, alone and unaided, dis-

sected and found the living cause pos-

sessed me at that moment. On second

thoughts, I do. It was jubilation, I

know I fetched my wife to come and

see it, which she did, and when she

had inspected the apparent nothing-
ness that was on the slide beneath

the lens, kindly said that she thought
it was very clever of me to have found

it, with which I agreed. This was a

single female invader, and could not

itself have caused the distress and ill-

ness of the bee. There are two of

these pipes. I had only the one.

Doubtless the other was choked with

mites.

You may ask, why all the fuss?

This Mr. Frow has apparently in-

vented a cure—go and apply it. It is

not quite so simple as that. Firstly,
if the mite is in one hive it is almost

certainly in the others as well; all

must be treated. Secondly, the highly
volatile fumes of Frow’s mixture have

(as can be imagined) a stupefying
effect on the bees, and stupefied bees

are not much use at guarding their

stores. The prowling robber bee that

is always with us detects the strange
scent, and being a curious as well as

an evil customer, investigates. To her

delighted surprise the guards seem to

be in a sort of trance. She winks to

herself as she slips in, gets a load of

honey, and goes on her way rejoicing.
An hour later the treated hive will be

hardly visible for the enveloping
erowd of shrieking, looting bees, and

next day there will be nothing much

of it left to treat. So the bees must

be shut in for at least a fortnight,
and one can only do this in winter.

Thirdly, a ‘cure’ for bees is not what

we would consider a cure as applied

—————____

to ourselves, It is as if a man went
to a doctor and said he felt ill, and the
doctor examined him and said, Yes, he
had such and such a disease, but he
must not worry because there was a

splendid cure for it now. He would
die, and so would all his children, but
the children yet to come would be
saved if he took this bottle of medicine
and used it as directed. This is all the
consolation the bee gets. She must

bring up young quickly to take her
place, for she herself is doomed. To
bring up and feed young in sufficient
numbers to carry on is exacting work,
A badly disease-ridden hive could not
do it. So itis only those who are not
too far gone by winter that can be
saved.

The brown hive was not one of
these. Still, I got a lot of fun out of

it, and I saved the others. At the first

opportunity I shut them all up and

began the treatment. The treatment

over, I began dissecting and examin-

ing bees. I could not say how many
bees I dissected daily, but I became

marvellously expert. I could extract
the trachae and have it under the

microscope in a jiffy. The results of

the Frow treatment are not immedi-

ately apparent. I was heart-broken
to find the first lot full of quite lively
mites. A few days later there were

still live mites, but there were also
some with legs stuck rigidly out who

gave every indication of having re-

ceived the dread summons. Later

Specimens presented the inspiring
sight of dead mites and dead yellow
mites, the yellow ones being those

who were beginning to decay. The

mite has the extraordinary capacity of

laying eggs larger than itself. I do

not quite know how it does this,
though it was explained to me by a

learned professor at the college. Under

the microscope, in water, these eggs

shine large and translucent like pearls.
And when the mites were dead and

decaying, they still did so. I got
worried. Eggs do not breathe like

the mites themselves. Had the fumes

affected them? Then as the days went

by they, too, began to go yellow and

rotten and to break up. It was a

complete rout. The invaders were

destroyed. Male and female, young

and eggs, root and branch, they had

been. annihilated.

(To be continued.)
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CORRESPONDENCE.

July 3rd, 1942.

Otewa Road, Otorohanga,
To the Editor.

Sir,—The tenacious fighting spirit
ci Mr. Penrose, coupled with the pres-

tige of his position as a member of

the Executive and his flat refusal to

feel bound by the terms of the reso-

lution passed at the last two Confer-

ences of the Association, may explain
the weakness of the Association’s
representations to the Government on

‘the question of “zoning.”
It is, I think, generally understood

that beekeepers send delegates to

their annual Conference for the pur-

pose of having mutual discussion and

passing resolutions that will serve as

a direction to the Executive in the

matter of policy and general pro-

cedure desired by beekeepers, covering
their interests. The position would

become farcical if individual Execu-

tive members were free to ignore Con-

ference resolutions, and pursue a

course of their own choosing.
The General Secretary, under such

circumstances, might easily find him-

self acting under instructions that are

in no way consistent with the spirit
of the resolutions passed by the bee-

keepers at Conference. It is a most

egotistic and ungenerous attitude for

Mr. Penrose to adopt when he refers

to his colleagues, or any one else, as

“Yes” men simply because they have

loyally supported the policy laid down

by the rank and file of those they are

expected to represent.
Mr. Bray flatters me with a compli-

ment I do not deseive, when he says

that I was responsible for introducing
the “zoning” marketing scheme, and

also the apiary licensing proposal.
The underlying principle of both

these proposed measures was a live

issue among beekeepers long before

I entered the industry, but the deve-

lopment of the industry within recent

years has caused the beekeepers to

regard these proposals as subjects of

extreme urgency.

It is futile for Mr. Bray to attempt

to lead anyone to believe that the

Hawke’s Bay beekeepers acted under

any misunderstanding when they

passed their remit on “zoning” over
two years ago, for the consideration

cf Conference.

_This Branch has had the satisfac-
tion of having had their remit passed
by Conference and again passed in
its original form at the following Con-
ierence. No major issue has received
more careful and studied consideration
from beekeepers right throughout
New Zealand, than the question of

granting the Division sole selling
rights m Proclaimed Areas, and it is

idle for Mr. Bray to claim that the

verdict of Conference does not cor-

rectly represent the attitude of bee-

keepers. Moreover, there is no unity

oz ideas on the subject among the

mincrity and no constructive alterna-

tive has come from that quarter.
Mr. Bray’s case must indeed be in

a sorry plight, when he attempts to

bolster it up by an appeal to political
bigotry. His jibe at my alleged
political leanings will not help him.

Qne need only be reminded of Sir

Stafford Cripps, K.C., and the appoint-
ment by the King of Dr. Temple as

Archbishop of Canterbury, to feel

that there is no reason for the socialist

to suffer from an inferior intellectual

complex because of his political as-

sociates.

May I remind Mr. Bray of the time

when he was an energetic member of

a political party whose fundamental

plank in their constitution is “The
socialism of the means of production,
distribution, and exchange.”

WALLACE NELSON,
Chairman,

Honey Control Board.

[The Association’s representations
ta the Government after the last two

Conferences were entirely adequate,
conveying fully and completely the

yecorded views of accredited repre-

sentatives of Branches of the Associa-

ticn, as Mr. Nelson could easily as-

certain by reference to the files of the

Internal Marketing Division which are

yeadily made available to him. Mr.

Nelson may not be aware, however,
that representations on the “zoning”
nroposals following the 1941 Confer-

ence were not even acknowledged.
Officers of the Association might, in

such circumstances, be pardoned for

entertaining a feeling of uneasiness

that the Government or the Division

might not be giving sufficient con-



14 THE N.Z. BEEKEEPER July 20, 1942

Sideration to the expressed views of
the only democratically constituted

body at the present time voicing the
views of the industry, which factor

might also account for the delay in

introducing the zoning regulations.
When eventually these did make their

appearance they were too late to

achieve their designed objective.
Readers might refer to an article

entitled “A Critical Time for the

Industry,” in our January 1941

number.

We did not ourselves interpret Mr.

Penrose’s remarks anent “Yes-men”
as being directed particularly at his

own coileagues, but a discussion on

this subject at the forthcoming
Annual Conference might be interest-

ing.—Editor.]

Office of Minister of Marketing,
Wellington, N.Z.,

Ist July, 1942.

Mr. G. S. Kirker,
General Secretary,

.

National Beekeepers’ Association of

N.Z.,
Pungarehu,Taranaki, N.Z.

Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of your

further letter of the 11th June fol-

lowing on your request for a. grant
of £260 annually towards the expenses
of your Association and the Journa!

published by you.

I have been giving this matter full

consideration but regret that I am

rot able to recommend the payment
of an annual amount, but will be

ypleased to again provide the sum of

*£100towards the expenses. of the

‘ Journal provided it continues__ to

|satisfactorilyservethe interests of
organisedmarketing.

©
|

~
am instructing the Auckland office

of the Internal Marketing Division to

make this amount available to you on

your request.

Yours faithfully,

J. G BARCLAY,
Minister of Marketing..

To the Editor.

 Sir,—With your permission I wish

to convey my thanks and appreciation
to all members and Branches of the

Association who wrote congratulating
me on my letter in the April number

of “N.Z. Beekeeper,” and to assure

them that, while I am holding office,

Se

I shall at all times have the welfare
of the industry at heart.

Yours, etc.,
T, F. PENROSE.

15th June, 1942.

Southbridge R.M.D., Canterbury.

BRANCH REPORT

HAWKES BAY

Hawke’s Bay beekeepers gathered
in the Chamber of Commerce room,
Hastings, on April 2nd, to meet Mr.
Wallace Nelson, Chairman of the New
Zealand Honey Control Board. The
Branch president, Mr. A. Lowe, who
introduced Mr, Nelson, urged mem-

bers to send their honeyto the I.M.D.
Mr. Nelson explained how neces-

sary it was for beekeepers to send
their honey to the I.M.D., as the honey
was urgently required for «Army
orders and for the Red Cross and

prisoner of war parcels, etc. It was

the worst season the speaker remem-

bered in the past eighteen years, Can-

terbury being the only district with a

worth while crop. Mr. Nelson pointed
out the value of honey over other

foodstuffs for overseas, and said it

required less than half the storage
space of butter and other frozen pro-

ducts, and required no refrigeration.
The speaker explained that the honey
industry had been assessed as a war-

time industry and beekeepers are pro-

viding a very valuable wartime ser-

vice on behalf of the country. It was

for that reason also that petrol had

been made available to beekeepers.
At the close of his address Mr.

Nelson answered numerous questions.
On Mr. Lowe’s motion, Mr. Nelson

was accorded a hearty vote of thanks,
and he in turn proposed a vote of

thanks to the chairman.

Mr, H. F. Dodson, apiary instructor,
gave a most interesting and instruc-

tive lantern lecture at Hastings on

June 4. Mr. B. G. Goodwin, super-

visor, assisted Mr. Dodson.

Mr. Dodson dealt with the beekeep-
ing scourge, American foul brood.

The Chamber of Commerce was

filed to capacity, and after the lec-

ture many questicns on various sub-

jects relating to beekeeping were

answered by Mr. Dodson.

A hearty vete of thanks was passed
to Mr. Dodson and Mr. Goodwin.

_—/"
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ASSOCIATION MATTERS !

Annual Conference.

The Annual Conference of the As-

sociation is being held in the rooms

of the Wellington Chamber cf Com-

merece, “Dominicn” Building, Wake-

field Street, Wellington, on July
22/23, commencing at 10 a.m., on

Wednesday, July 22..

he Director-General of the De-

partment of Agricuiture is expected
to onen the Conference, and remits

eve already coming to nand. Indica-

tions are that marketing will be a

seoiect well to the fore.

Journal.

The Journal¢appears In new guise in

order to com piy ith the require-
ments of the Factory Controller. A

25°: cut has been imposed so as to

economize paper.
The matter of continuing publica-

tion will need to be considered at Con-

ference as the Minister of Marketing
and Agyviculture has ignored three

communications regarding the sub-

sidy which the Association was lead

to believe would be made available,
but which has not come to hand, and

existing finances will not permit pub-
ication indefinitely under such cir-

cumstances.

Apiary Inspection.
This is proving a matter of concern

in Otago and a resolution was adopted
at Dunedin to the effect that in the

event the Department of Agriculture

was unable or unwilling to immedi-

ately appoint an Apiary Instructor

tor the Otago district it be an urgent
recommendation to the General Exe-
cutive that representations should be
“gade that in the meantime a district

supervisor, or other officer, retired or

cm the active list, should be trans-

vex red to the district in order to cover

a0:HaYymstruction.
-~he Clutha Branch has also covered

the noint in ea resolution that the

fsovernment be urged that disease con-

rel ix imperative. Beekeepers have

Vivid veco! ‘leetions of the experience
auring and following the jast war and

fe2] that, if sufficient full-time men

ave not available, the part-time
scheme should be continued with more

mowers peing delegated to temporary
inspectors.

April Journal,

About twenty copies of the April
number are required urgently for

overseas. If members who have

finished with their April copies would

post them to the Editor, their gener-

osity would be greatly appreciated.

4

co
qc.

Annual Subscriptions.

These are now overdue and mem-
bers are urged to remit to their

Sranch secretaries. The Journal will

not be sent to beekeepers in arrears.

It is a condition of the Insurance plan
that premiums must be paid in ad-

vance.

HONEYFOR BABIES.
~~.

The October “Journal of Pediatrics”
contains an important article entitled

“The Effect of Honey upon Calcium

Retentions in Infants.” It is by E. M.

Knott, Ph.D., C. F. Shukes, M.D., and

F. W. Schlutz, M.D. Many doctors

have been slow to advise honey for

infant feeding because so little scien-

tific evidence is at hand concerning
its value. This is a technical report
of an extended study of fourteen

healthy male infants for the first six

months of their lives.

The conclusion is that honey is a

tyne of carbohydrate well suited to

infant needs and deserves wider use

in infant feeding.
—(“American Bee Journal.’’)

x

BRAIN TEASER.

—_—__—____—_

Here is a problem concerning a

swarm of honeybees on a tree limb.

Of this swarm clustered on the limb,
the square root of half their number
flew away. Then eight-ninths of the

original number departed, leaving
two bees behind. How many bees were

on the limb at first?
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{ BRANCH

OTAGO.

The Milton-Taiere Branch has been

re-named Otago. There was a good
attendance of members at the annual

meeting held at the end of May, and

officers for the ensuing year were

elected as follows:—Branch President,
Mr. J. McFadzien, Jr.; vice-president,
Mr. R. H. Steele; hon. secretary-

treasurer, Mr, E. Campbell, Box 845,
Dunedin; and Miss Pearce and Mr.

J. M. Marshal! complete the Branch

Executive.

Attendances at meetings have been

xeduced by petroi restrictions and no

field-day was held for the same

reason.

The past season was a failure as re-

gards crop, but members are looking
forward to next season with the pro-

verbial hope of the beekeeper.

SOUTH AUCKLAND.

The Branch has been fairly active

during the year, and the following
resolutions indicate the topics which

interested members.

The Branch executive was instruc-

ted to go into the question of honey

freights with a view to having con-

erete recommendations to place be-

fore the General Executive.

That any regulations covering
issuing of control permits for estab-

lishment of apiary sites provide for

the receipt by the Department of

Agriculture of reports from Instruc-

tors to the effect that issuance of such

permits will not adversely affect the

production of existing commercial

apiaries.
That the Branch, representing over

one-third of the Dominion’s total com-

mercial production of honey, draw the

attention of the Minister of Agricul-
ture to the extremely precarious posi-
tion in which beekeepers will be placed
should ragwort gain an appreciable
hold of pastures. It is emphasized
that only a very small amount of

ragwort honey lowers the grade of

the best honey, and the Minister is

urged to give consideration to the eco-

S

/)
nomic value of the honey industry
when availability of sodium chlorate
to farmers is reviewed.

That is be a recommendation to the

executive to consider whether it is

practicable to hold a meeting of sup-

phers of the Internal Marketing
Division for the purpose of obtaining
oficial information and having a

general discussion covering the in-

terests of suppliers, and that the sug-

gested meeting be held prior to a

conierence.

The Branch decided to donate 22/6
to the Journal Essay Competition
prize fund, and the Branch president
was instructed to exercise discretion

in connection with reports of meet-

ings supplied to the Press.

At a meeting held in April Mr.

Nelson outlined what had been done

regarding impressment of motor

vehicles, petrol restrictions, military
service, the honey shortage and the

zoning of marketing areas. Mr, Holt

spoke on controlled registrations of

apiaries and Mr. Paterson covered

inspection work.

A resolution was adopted recom-

mending that the annual Conference

should be held at Auckland and the

problem of securing tires for bee-

keepers’ trucks was the subject of

another resolution.

The meeting expressed its concern

at the delay of the Government in

applying the zoning system to mar-

keting, and also considered that when

Apiary Instructors work on Satur-

days to meet the convenience of bee-

keepers who hold meetings on that

day of the week, an arrangement
sheuld exist whereby the Instructors

have equivalent time off on another

day of the week.

The Control Board Chairman was

requested to take up the question of

availability of labour with Man

Power Committees, and a further

resolution embodied a request to the

Internal Marketing Division to assist

beekeepers through the worst season

on record by paying from reserves

some portion of a penny per pound

ACTIVITIES
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of honey supplied during the past
four years.

Notice of motion was given that a

former resolution excluding the Press
from meetings of the Branch should
be rescinded.

MANAWATU.

“That we protest against the In-
ternal Marketing Division carrying
out any further zoning of marketing
areas,” was the text of a resolution
forwarded as a remit for Conference
at a recent meeting of the Branch.

CENTRAL/SOUTHERN

HAWKES BAY.

One of our most successful meetings
was presided over by Mr. T. Taylor
on May 1, at Takapau, and members

very much appreciated that the
General Secretary, Mr. G. S. Kirker,
had found time to be present.

Mr, Kirker left no doubt in the
minds of members that the General

Executive was doing its very best for
the industry in very trying conditions.
He entertained members for over two

hours and covered many subjects.

Opportunity was taken to congratu-
late the Executive on the issuance of

an excellent Official Organ and, as a

gesture of appreciation and support
in the furtherance of its publication,
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the Branch voted the sum of £3/10/-
to the funds of the General Executive.

The meeting ended in the small
hours after supper had been disposed
of, and one and all voted it the most
enthusiastic meeting that the Branch
had yet held.

WEST COAST.

The annual meeting was held on

May 22, and election of officers re-

sulted:—President, Mr. E. Airey;
vice-president, Mr. R. Glasson; secre-

tary-treasurer, Mr. J. Glynn; addi-
tional executive members, Messrs. W.

Baty and L. A. Ilton, with South
Westland represented by Mr. P. J.
Lucas.

During the evening, Mr. Lueas was

presented with the Page Cup, which
was presented for competition by the
late Mr. G. F. Page, who had been an

Apiary Instructor in the West Coast
district for many years.

Judging of the competition had
been carried out by Mr. E. Smellie,
Apiary Instructor, allocation of

points being on the following basis:—
Freedom from disease, 40 points; con-

dition of colonies, 15; colony crop

average, 18; condition of hive ma-

terial, 5; apiary lay-out, 7; location
in relation to honey sources, 5;
honey house and equipment, 10; mak-

ing a possible of 100. Mr. Lucas had

outdistanced other competitors in

approaching the possible.

HIVE MATS
HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR HIVE MATS YET?

Made from N.Z. Hemp—betterwearing than ordinary
sacking. Order direct from manufacturers:

N.Z. WOOLPACK & TEXTILES LTD., FOXTON

Delivery of not less than bale lots, F.O.R., Foxton.

1  £1/6/- per bals of 250 mats—cash with order.

exchange to cheques.

National Beekeepers’ Association of N.Z.—Sole Agents.

Please add
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CANTERBURY.

The annual meeting was held in

Christchurch on June 13, when there

was a large attendance, and Mr. W.

B. Bray was elected president for the

ensuing year.
A resolution of sympathy with the

General Secretary and Editor, who

had recently come out of hospital, was

adopted, and the hope was expressed
that he was now completely recovered

from the effects of a painful accident.

Members learned with regret of the

grave illness of Mr. L. F. Robins, a

foundation member of the Branch,
and have undertaken to assist with the

management of his apiaries during
what might be a very long period.

The formation of a sub-branch in

Christchurch was left in abeyance
until after the war,

A further meeting for the purpose
of formulating remits was held on

July 8. Discussion covered a number

of subjects including (actual remits

not yet to hand) the appreciation that

members had of the Journal and

urging its continued publication in

the interests of the industry.
It was also suggested that, should

at any time during the war a vacancy
occur on the Honey Control! Board,
such vacancy should be filled by an

elected representative of the industry
and not by a Government nominee.

Exception was taken to the state-

ment of the Minister of Marketing
that the industry should stand on its

own feet while beekeepers are being
taxed 3d. per lb. of honey by way of

seal levy, and are only asking for a

small portion per annum for the As-

sociation of the £11,363 now on hand.
It was considered that immediate ac-

tion should be sought to assure suffi-

cient finance from this fund, sub-

seribed by beekeepers themselves, to

enable the Association effectively to

carry on its work.

Resolutions adopted at the annual

meeting of the Branch included the

following :—

That cur General Secretary be in-

structed to ask the Department what

steps have been taken to implement
the wishes of last Conference with re-

gard to Remit No. 37 which reads:

“That the Producers’ representa-
tives on the Advisory Committee

be elected by the beekeepers with

over more than 16 hives instead of
as at present being appointed by
the Government, and that the per-

sonnel of the Committee be in-
creased from three to five, two

producers’ representatives being
from each Island.”

That the Canterbury Branch is of

opinion that the Honey Section of the

Internal Marketing Division should

publish a full and clear statement of

each year’s operations and that the

Department’s initial promise to return

the whole of the proceeds to suppliers
in each year should be redeemed

with-out any further delay.

That the Canterbury Branch is of

opinion that the collection of seals.

money should be discontinued because
‘

the purpose for which the money was

raised is not being exercised and that

the labour involved in fixing the seals

is uneconomic at the present time, and

further it is questionable whether the

imposition of the seals levy is legal.
That owing to the serious position

regarding supplies of retail con-

tainers this Branch is of opinion that

the regulations regarding nett weights
and seals be waived to encourage the

use of preserving and other jars.
That this Branch calls on Internal

Marketing Division to recall the cir-

cular regarding zoning.

JOURNAL FINANCE.

A Branch Secretary has written

that he’ views with alarm the pros-

pect ot the Journal going. out of cir-

culation. “If it comes to a showdown,
ll personally put down £5 towards

it and am sure that my Branch will

back it
Ups

and so should all the other
Branches.”

An ounce of honey eaten with any

meat dish aids digestion.

F. J. LAKE LTD.

432 MORAY PLACE, DUNEDIN

*Phone 10-701 Box 669

Manufacturers of Honey Tins



SITUATION VACANT

FULLY EXPERIENCED APIARIST.

Manage approximately 300 hives.

South Canterbury.

Work on share basis.

Apply “APIARIST,” care Journal.

WANTED TO BUY

HIVES OF BEES AND CAPPINGS

REDUCER. |
Particulars to—

RAY WHITE,

MANAKAU, HOROWHENUA.

bb

“THE N.Z. BEEKEEPER”
——

This Journal is issued free to all

members of the National Beekeepers’
Association of N.Z. Failure to renew

subscriptions promptly results in auto-

matic removal of names from Journal

Mailing List.
|

Subscription rates for the Journal

are 2/- per annum, 6d. per copy, post
free. Please notify any irregularity
in receipt of the Journal to the

Editor,
|

Literary contributions and adver-

tisements must be in the hands of the

General Secretary, National Bee-

keepers’ Association of N.Z., Punga-
rehu, Taranaki, N.Z., not later than

the first of month of publication.
Nom-de-plume letters must be

signed by the writer and address

given, not necessarily for publication,
but as proof of good faith. Letters

accepted for publication do not neces-

sarily express the views of the Editor.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES.

Trade Announcements, 5/- per inch

per insertion; £5 per page; £2/15/-
per half-page; £1/10/- per quarter-
page per issue.

‘“‘Wanteds,” 2d. per word per inser-

tion,
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‘ALLIANCE’
Bee-Supplies

(THE advantage of using only the best class of Hives .

and the highest grades of Equipment is fully
realised by all experienced Bee-keepers. That is why
they invariably buy “Alliance” products. They know

that results are always satisfactory. In few indus-

tries is it more essential to start out with dependable
equipment than in Bee-keeping. It saves money,

time and trouble, and in the long run shows a bigger
all-round profit. ;

In buying “Alliance” supplies you can have complete
confidence in the quality of the goods you are get-
ting. They hold the market from end to end of the

Dominion, and in all the larger towns are stocked

by a leading firm.

If you aim to make a name for yourself as a Bee-

keeper, set up with “Alliance” Hives and Equipment
—they represent the world’s highest attainment in

Bee-supplies, both from the Scientific and the Prac-

tical points of view.
)

,

To established Bee-keepers we just want to say that

our supplies are being kept up to the same high
standard of excellence which has always’ been

associated with our trade name “Alliance.” Our

reputation for integrity and fair-dealing will be

maintained, and the very greatly increased volume

of business we are doing proves that our customers

are fully and completely satisfied.

ASK FOR CATALOGUE

The
©

:

Alliance Bee-Supplies
Company, Limited

MASON STREET, DUNEDIN

AGENCIESTHROUGHOUT THE DOMINION

HECTOR C. MATHESON. PRINTER. TIMARU


