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EDITORIAL

CROSSROADS.

The Executive recently met the
Minister of Marketing and his ad-

visers for a discussion on the bulk

price of honey under the commandeer

and the formation of an Advisory
Committee. The presentation of the

case for the industry for an increase

of 1.67d. per lb, was almost wholly
unacceptable to the Minister because

of the interpretation that the: Govern-

ment gives to the working of its Stab-

ilisation policy. From the viewpoint
of the Executive, the request of the

Minister to appoint two members to

an Advisory Committee was also un-

acceptable while the present Control
Board continued its functions.

Costs and returns were conserva-

tively based on the 1939 season and

presented in almost equal claims

under the heading of decreased income
and increased costs, Because de-

creased income is not an acceptable
claim under Stabilisation and _ the
basic period had to be December 1942,
the case was reduced to a fraction of

a penny in the net result, which the

Minister was willing to support before
the Stabilisation Committee. After

further consideration, the Executive

unanimously decided that the amount

was totally inadequate and did not

warrant the work and expense in pro-

secuting the claim further. We are

indebted to the Minister and his ad-

visers for informing us so frankly of
the. limitations of the case.

_

After hearing the Minister’s sug-

gestion for an Advisory Committee

constituted from two members of the
Ccntrol Board, two members from the
National Executive, and a ehairman
from the I.M.D., it was unanimously
decided to decline, in the meantime, to

appoint representatives from our Ex-

_—
>>

ecutive. The stumbling block lay in

the fact that the present Board would

continue its functions simultaneously.
It was felt that two executive commit-

tees were neither necessary nor was

desirable. The Minister was advised

of the repeated requests from our As-

sociation in recent years for an elected

committee, and if we were to forgo that

request for an election for the dura-

tion, it would only be in the trie spirit
of co-operation for the Government to

demit the functions of the present
Board to the proposed Advisory Com-

mittee. The Executive did not de-

cline the suggestion in principle and

it also wished to examine more fully
the composition of the personnel form-

ing the committee. We believe mem-

bers will heartily support the Execu-

tive in its desire to see only one

committee functioning with executive

authority over the marketing of honey.

It was not without a sense of re-

sponsibility that the Executive came

to these decisions, which will have an

important bearing on the future policy
for the marketing of honey. With the

claim for an increased price not sus-

tained, beekeepers will doubtless wish

to revise their attitude regarding their

support of the present Regulations for

next season. The support given at

last conference was influenced by the

“sympathetic consideration” promised
by the previous Minister of Market-

ing to the claim for an increased price,
It is possible to solve the question by
the reduction of the commandeer. Two

years ago, conference agreed to a 50%
commandeer which was later arbitra-

rily raised to 70%. It cannot be

claimed that that action has been jus-
tified by results. In view of the

I.M.D. statement that priority claims

represent 40% of the total crop, a

case can be made out for a reduction
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of the commandeer to not greater than

this figure, although a detailed state-

ment of the disposition of the priority
claims should be made in support of

this percentage.
On the average Dominion grading

of 90 points pro rata at 74d, the bee-

keeper receives 53d in the tank for

the 70% he supplies under the com-

mandeer, while the market price is 9d

in the tank for the honey he can

supply from the remaining 30%. In

the 1938-39 season the Dominion aver-

age return was approximately 72d per

lb., which is also the cost of produc-
tion of the economic unit in that per-

iod. A 406% commandeer would give

only that return to-day without any

allowance for increased costs of pro-

duction since then. The beekeeper

desires only a comparable return and

we believe that is the spirit and inten-

tion of the Stabilisation Regulations.

Any impediment that defeats thus ob-

jective must be removed before there

can be co-operation and a worth-while

increase in production that is so de-

sirable.

We are of the opinion that our indus-

try is becoming over-regulated. Some

regulation there must be for the war

period. We believe that it can be done

and would like to see a beginning
made, even at this period, to establish

more of the co-operative spirit within

the industry. The Minister of Mar'

eting desires it, and without seeming
boastful, we believe that our Associa

tion can render that measure of assist-

ance required. Some want complete
marketing freedom; others want com-

plete control. By neither method will
the needs of all beekeepers be secured

nor the requirements of the Govern-

ment be guaranted. Between the two

there is a happier medium than the

present. Priority needs should deter-
mine the: percentage of commandeer

but a-full statement of those needs

should be made. A greater measure

of marketing freedom means more

contributions to the seals’ fund, which

in the interim period should be used

to increase payment on honev supplied
in bulk. We believe the industry pre-
fers not to be helped at the cost of the

War Expenses Account, but it does

want and needs assistance from its

own seals’ fund. We fail to see

where this would do injury to the

Stabilisation principle and_ believe
it to be more morally and economi-

cally defensible. For the post-war
period an attractive payment on bulk

honey, through the Honey Section; -is

the best means of securing orderly
marketing. To make a start on these
lines now, together with the setting
uv of a representative Advisory Com-

mittee, we believe would be statesman-

like policy. It secures priority needs;
it adjusts the price claim automati-

cally with more marketing freedom to

the beekeeper; it attains better repre-

sentation and consultation; it eventu-

ally secures to the I.M.D. support and
goodwill so necessary in the transition.
to the period of peace and it estab-

lishes that basis for co-operation so

ably demonstrated by the bees.

ORGANISE OR BE DAMNED.

No, this is not our expression. It

originates from Australia, as some

might have already guessed. Dr. A. R.
Callaghan, of the Department of War

Organisation, used the expression to

drive home his advice to primary pro-

ducers. The president of the Victor-

ian Apiarists’ Association, Mr. F. L.

Morgan, in a letter to his members,
said among other things:

‘‘
How ap-

plicable this article is to our industry
wee If we are not the organisers we

will be the organised. .... The plan-
ners of the Post-War World have a

tremendous task ahead and need the

co-operation of producers. ...

”

This is plain truth applicable to

ourselves. In England and in Canada,
efforts are being made to bring vari-

ous independent Associations of pro-
ducers under one National body. We

in this country are fortunate in hav-

ing one National Association. We

have 80% of commercial producers in

our ranks. We represent approxi-
mately half of the hives in the land.
The other half—mostly owned by
smaller hobbyists—have no represen-
tation. In our present financial year,
we have already increased our mem-

bership by over 100, and there is the

likelihood of a new branch being
formed in the Bay of Plenty. There

is general evidence that members are

showing a more assertive interest in
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their affairs in almost every branch of

the Association.

While these facts give cause for

satisfaction, they should not induce a

spirit of complacency... The Executive

realises that within our ranks are

groups of members who advocate

policies at opposite extremes. To yield
to the demands of one group, is to lose

the support and loyalty and gain the

opposition of the other. The job of

the Executive is to serve the National

Association and not one section of it.

Does any section imagine that it has

all the wit and wisdom to make a

division a payable proposition? Col-

lectively organised, we are a strong
family; divided, we are lost souls cry-

ing in the wilderness.

If travel restrictions prevent the

holding of conference this year, loy-
alty to the Association, in order to

strengthen the hands of the Execu-

tive, is obvious wisdom. We are not

such a large family but we have faith

in the ties that bind.

THE CONSTITUTION.

Usually considered to be one of the

driest subjects, Parliament managed
to infuse sparkle into it when it de-

bated and recently passed the Local

Bills Amendment Act. It is to be

hoped that the measure will be as suc-

cessful in obtaining the desired result
as its protagonists claim. It is an

alteration to the Consitution of the

country.
Elsewhere in this issue the reader

will find particulars concerning pro-

posed amendments to our Association

Constitution. The aim is to give
voting rights more in proportion to

one’s stake in the industry. The pur-
ists will claim that it is bestowing a

“brick and mortar” vote. Probably
in no other primary industry is per-
sonal interest and capital investment

so closely related. Almost every

pound invested is the result of sav-

ings by the beekeeper or of his

friends. Wisely we believe a limita-

tion is made at the point where the

business ceases to be a one-man unit.

It gives no single member or group

of members an advantage that would

be unfair to others, but it seeks to re-

move anomalies present in the present
Constitution relative to voting rights.
Proportionately as one’s vote in-

creases, so does one’s obligation to pay

in subscription. If the Association is

to be strong, it must have adequate
financial support. Few will cavil at

financial independence as a desirable

aim, especially when the cost is rea-

sonable.
|

A change in the Constitution should

not be made lightly. When the need

for change is evident, consider the

proposed change carefully as it should

at least be satisfactory for the next

25 years. The Executive has given
this matter considerable thought. It

asks each member to do likewise.

ITALIAN

Terms.—Cash with order.

C. A. GREIG

Reared under ideal conditions and of Highest Quality.
free from all disease, and bred from Pure Stocks which have been

carefully selected for good working and non-swarming qualities.
Ninety-five per

cent. of Untested Queens guaranteed purely mated.

Untested 7/- 13/6 19/6 25/- 30/- 57/6 5/6each 5/3 each

Tested l1l/- 21/— 30/— 39/- 48/- 90/-

Select |

Tested 14/— 26/- Breeders 25/-

Delivery.—Tested, from September 20th; Untested, from October 20th

(as weather permits) to April 30th.
Orders filled in rotation as received.

Cheques to have exchange added.

POSTAL ADDRESS &

P.O. ORDER OFFICE

QUEENS
Guaranteed

5 10 20 or more 50 upwards

Richmond,Nelson
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EXECUTIVE AFFAIRS.

At a fully attended meeting of the

Dominion Executive held at Palmer-

ston North recently, careful consider-

ation was given to a number of

matters concerning the Association

and Beekeepers in general.
For the information of Branch

Secretaries and members I am set-

ting out briefly hereunder the various

resolutions carried at the meeting :—
(1) Price of Honey. Much time

and thought was devoted to this

subject and following the delibera-

tions of the Executive, the Minister

of Marketing, accompanied by his
Secretary (Mr. Innes), and Messrs.

Fraser and Smith of the I.M.D., met

the Executive, when a full and frank

discussion tovk place. The Associa-

tion’s case for an increased price
from the I.M.D., backed up by figures,
was fairly stated and the Minister

was left in no doubt as to the feeling
of Beekeepers in this matter. The

Minister later outlined his proposals
for the setting up of a Special Advis-

ory Committee to comprise two mem-

bers from the Association, two from

the Control Board, and a Government

Chairman. In regard to this matter

the Minister was reminded of the fact

that Conference had clearly expressed
its wish for an elective body and for

the holding of an immediate election.

The Minister stated that War Cabinet

had decided that the present Control

Board should hold office until after

the War, and that accordingly it was

not possible to hold an election be-

fore then. The Minister also made

a strong appeal for the co-operation
of the Industry and expressed the

wish that the proposed Committee

should be set up without delay.
These two matters were subse-

quently considered by the Executive

and resulted in the following resolu-

tions being carried:—
(a) “That in view of the now

limited scope available to the Execu-

tive in the presentation of a case for

increased costs to the Stabilisation

Commission, as indicated by the

Minister, the Executive deems it in-

advisable to proceed further with the

matter at present and will report to

Conference accordingly.”

atin.

<Q

(b) “That we decline the offer of
the Minister to appoint two members
to an Advisory Committee of which
two shall be from the Control Board,
when the Control Board as at present
constituted is also continuing in opera-
tion.”

(2) Affiliation with Farmers’ Feder-

ation. “That the affiliation of the

N.B.A. with the Farmers’ Federation
be confirmed.”

(3) Postal Ballot. “That the Execu-

tive having considered the resolution
from Conference re Postal Ballot,
consider that in view of the new situa-
tion and because of the decisions just
reached by the Executive, it is inad-

visableto take a ballot at the present
time.”

(4) Venue of Conference. “That
Conference this year be held in

Christchurch.”

(5) Distribution of Remits. “That.
remits be in the hands of the General

Secretary by the 30th April, and that

they be circulated to Branches by the

middle of May.”
(6) Amendments to Constitution.

Considerable time was given to con-

sideration of this important matter

which has been under review since last

Conference and in respect of which

the Standing Committee had pre-

viously submitted proposals to mem-

bers of the Executive. The following
resolutions were carried: (a) “That
the proposed amendments based on a

600 hive maximum, at 3d. per hive,
be adopted.” (b) “That the proposed
amendments be submitted to Branches.

That they be asked to vote on (1) the

financial aspect, (2) the voting.
Branches to report back to the General

Secretary not later than the 30th

April.”
In connection with this resolution

it was decided to inform Branches
that the hive basis named was recom-

mended and was considered to be the

minimum as far as the amount of

finance required was concerned, and
that if the basis were lowered, the

rate per hive would need to be in-

ereased. Under the proposed amend-

ments, Branches would be allowed to

retain approximately the same amount

of funds as at present.
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Enclosed with this Circular is a

copy of the proposed subscription
schedule, together with explanatory
notes dealing with the proposals
which the Executive, after very care-

ful consideration, honestly believe does

offer a reasonable and fair solution to

both our voting and financial prob-
lems.

As stated in the resolution, Bran-

ches are urged to give the proposals
favourable consideration, and Branch

Secretaries are requested to make

known to me the decisions of their

respective Branches not later than

to 30th April.
The date of Conference has yet to

be decided upon and our ability to

hold.same will be dependent upon the

action of the Authorities in granting
travel permits or otherwise.

Would Branch Secretaries forward

moneys due without waiting till the

last possible date. May is a busy
month in this office and the avoidance

of a last-minute rush is always desir-

able.

G. V. FRASER,

General Secretary.

COMPETITION
— $$ rnree

A Plan for the Honey Industry.

Nothing has been received to date

but we are still hopeful. In case the

women are reticent, we publish the

following poem. It is a Chinese lyric
written in 675 B.C.

I would have gone to my Lord in His

need,
Have galloped there all the way,

But this is a matter concerns the

State,
And I, being a woman, must stay.

I may walk in the garden and gather
Lilies of mother-of-pearl.

I had a plan would have saved the

State,
But mine are the thoughts of a girl.

The Elder Statesmen sit on the mats,
And wrangle through half the day;

A hundred plans they have drafted

and dropped,
And mine was the only way.

—From “Democracy.”

Honey Cartons

FRANK M.

“CARDEA”’ AND ‘ MONOCON ”’

I lb. and 2 lb. sizes available for prompt delivery.

No increase in prices.

Stamped lids for these cartons can be arranged
through the Internal Marketing Division, Auckland.

DISTRIBUTORS:

{Merchants} Ltd.
BOX 132, AUCKLAND

BRANDS

WINSTONE

South Island Agents: FOLEY BROS. (N.Z.} LTD.

BOX 519, WELLINGTON
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AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION.

In recent years a certain amount of

dissatisfaction has been expressed by
members concerning parts of our Con-

stitution, particularly in regard to

voting and finance. Your Executive

has now completed a thorough exami-

nation of the basis of membership in

relation to voting and subscriptions.
Having regard to the proper deve-

lopment of our industry it should be

obvious to all beekeepers that we re-

quire to look ahead for a period of at

least another 25 years if we are to

build our organisation upon a sound

and democratic basis. After con-

sidering several proposals, your Exe-

cutive has agreed upon important
changes and the amendments proposed
are presented to you for your con-

sideration and constructive comment.

In considering the proposals, you

are first of all requested to bear in

mind the following matters as they at

present operate:—Within local associ-

ations, the basis of voting is that one

member has one vote, irrespective of

hive holding. At the annual confer-

ence, the basis is that one delegate
for each association has a certain
number of votes according to the paid
subscriptions of his branch—one vote

for each 5/- paid. The subscription
for membership is graduated, becom-

ing lighter proportionately as _ the

number of hives increases, with a

maximum for 600 hives. This basis

weights the voting power in favour of

the small hive holder and against the

commercial producer, whose living is

dependent on his stake in the indus-

try. Not only is it felt that this is

not democratic, but it is also not de-

sired by those whom it favours. The

present basis may have been satis-

factory twenty years ago, but the

trend towards larger holdings makes

it necessary to recognise the neces-

sity for the commercialbeekeeper to

have adequate representation in. the

light of present-day needs.

The general principle in the proposed
change is that the common principle of one

hive one vote and one hive one tax shall be

the basis both for local associations and for

the annual conference. It means that the

beekeeper not only votes according to his

stake in the industry but also pays accord-

ingly. To simplify the operation on this

—
>

basis, and without departing from the prin.
ciple already stated, it is considered wise to

modify it at each end of the scale making
both a minimum and a maximum payment
and providing both a minimum and a maxi-
mum vote per member. Instead of having q

vote and a payment for every odd hive, it is
suggested that the voting should be based
on one vote for every 30 hives or part

thereof, and one payment for every 30 hives,
or part thereof. With a subscription rate of
3d. per hive, each group of 30 hives or part
thereof would be charged 7/6. As a journal
is free to each member, the minimum pay-
ment should be 5/- as at present. This
means that the member with up to 20 hives
would have one vote and pay 5/-; the mem-

ber with up to 60 hives would have two
votes and pay 15/-; the member with up to
90 hives would have three votes and pay

22/6, up to 120 hives four votes for a pay-

ment of 30/-, and so on in proportion, both
in voting and in payment, until the sug-

gested maximum of -600 hives, when the

member has twenty votes and pays £7/10/-.
If no maximum were fixed the largest mem-

ber would have 100 votes and pay £37/10/-!
It would not always be necessary nor

advisable to vote on this basis either in

branches or at conference, as so many mat-

ters can be decided on the voices. Where

a member ealled for this system it could

cperate in the manner of a delegates’ vote

as provided for in the present constitution.

Each branch secretary would carefully re-

cord the hive holding of each member and

charge for membership accordingly. The

general secretary would, from the duplicate
receipts, have a record of the hive-holding
for the branch, and accordingly of the voting
power.

_
At the annual conference, the official dele-

gate would exercise the votes for his branch.
It could be provided that any member or

members other than the delegate who wished

to record their votes separately could do so.

This would then enable members to retain

their freedom of voting and avoid the neces-

sity of their being compelled to join as

“direct members,’”’ which deprives them of

branch membership unless isolation in a

district compels it. The delegate would then

exercise the remaining votes. Voting strength
would be determined before conference be-

gan and the voting strength of each member

would be determined by his paid subscription.

No system of voting is perfect but this

suggestion is made in the belief that it con-

tributes constructively to our difficulties and

that in practise it would give a more demo-

cratic basis of voting to those who are in

the industry for a living. It also gives ex-

pression to the desire stated by several

delegates at the last conference that we

should organise our finances to be indepen-
dent of grants and still have sufficient to

expand the activities of our organisation.

DELEGATE’S AND MEMBER’S VOTING

CERTIFICATES.

The compiling of the voting schedule for

the Annual Conference entails a good deal

of work and much detailed checking. It will
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therefore be necessary in future for voting
certificates to be in the hands of the General

Secretary not later (preferably earlier) than

_14 clear days before Conference.

proposed changes in the Constitution, a

Branch member would be permitted to exer-

cise his or her own vote separately at Con-

ference and this in turn will affect the

number of votes which the delegate from

that particular Branch ean exercise. It will

be realised that this procedure would be

impracticable unless the General Secretary
was advised prior to Conference, the name

and voting power of each Branch member

wishing to avail himself of the opportunity
of casting his own vote. It must be clearly
understood therefore that under the proposed
amendments Branch Secretaries MUST pro-
vide the General Secretary, not only with

Delegate’s Certificates, but also a Voting
Certificate for each individual Branch mem-

ber who intends attending Conference and

exercising his own vote separately.

In connection with Delegate’s Certificates,
each Certificate from Branches will have to

state :—
(a) The number of financial members

with hive holdings in each _ subscription

group, i.e. 1 to 30; 31 to 60; 61 to 90, and

so on up to those with holdings of 600 hives

or over, showing the total number of votes

for each group, which when added together
will give the total voting strength of his or

her Branch, less the number deducted for

those members desiring to record their own

votes separately.

(b) The Certificate is to be signed by both

the Branch President and the Branch Secre-

tary.

(c) The Certificate must be mailed in time

to REACH the General Secretary NOT

LATER than 14 days before Conference.

Certificates for Branch members wishing
to exercise their own votes at Conference

must be likewise signed and forwarded to

the General Secretary at the same time and

together with Delgate’s Certificates. Mem-

ber’s Certificates must show :—

(a) The full name and address of the

member.

(b) The number of hives directly owned
by the member, and the number of votes. to

which he or she is entitled.

(c) Certification of the fact that the

member concerned was fully financial for

the year ended 3lst May last prior to Con-

ference.

GENERAL.

In considering the proposed changes,
Branches may, if they wish, vote on

the two parts separately. Firstly the

one dealing with subscriptions should

be considered and decided upon. If

this is approved the second part on

voting can then be dealt with, as the

basis for both subscriptions and voting
is the same.

Some Branches may criticise the

proposals as submitted, but PLEASE

NOTE if making any suggested alter-

Under the

ation, that this alteration does not up-
set the principle of one group of hives

one payment and one group of hives

one vote. The Executive has given
these matters a great deal of con-

sideration, first in the Standing Com-
mittee and later in full Committee.
The acceptance of the proposals on the
basis stated should make available to

the Executive a sum of approximately
£590, which would make possible our

financial independence, more frequent
meetings of the Executive, and Exe-

cutive or Presidential visits to Bran-

ches each year. If an organisation
such as ours. with Branches from

Northland to Southland, the sense and

strength of unity can be greatly in-

creased by personal contacts.

Such important amendments to the

Constitution as recommended by the

Executive, should not be made lightly,
but all will agree that amendments

must be made as the present difficul-

ties and inequalities must be removed.

It is the intention of the Executive

to have the proposed amendments

fully considered at this year’s Con-

ference and to have the changes rati-

fied and be made operative as soon

as practicable thereafter.

OTAGO CONVENTION.

A convention of the Otago and

Southland apiarists will be held

in the Otago Pioneer Women’s

Hall, 362 Moray Place, Dunedin,

on Tuesday, June 6th, 1944, at

2p.m., continuing at 7.30 p.m.

Apiarists from other centres

who are visiting Dunedin will be

given a cordial welcome.

E. Campbell, Hon. Sec.,

P.O. Box 845, Dunedin.
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N.Z. HONEY CONTROL BOARD _ |
Whilst no one can say when the

war will end, the peoples of all the

Allied nations have been warned by
their respective leading statesmen to

prepare to adjust themselves and

their business activities to meet the

normal peace time conditions that

will follow the ending of the war.

The beekeeping industry, in com-

mon with many other industries of

National importance, is finding it im-

possible to produce enough to meet

all war-time demands. It is clear,
however, that our pre-war marketing
problems will again present them-

selves—probably with greater force—
when the existing position of supply
and demand is reversed. Costly past
experience has proved to all primary
industries that no co-operative mar-

keting organization can give satis-

factory service if it is subject to the

unrestricted competitive selling from

individual producers and outside pro-

prietary concerns. In this connection

the Honey Section of the I.M.D. is in

no different position to that of any

other producers’ marketing organiza-
tion. This has always been well recog-

nised by the beekeepers, and before

the war the industry advanced certain

proposals designed to ensure that the

SSS

I.M.D. would operate -under condi-

tions that would allow it to function
as an efficient economic unit and serve

as a stabilising factor in the market-

ing of our product.
The fact that the Marketing Divi-

sion have a substantial reserve fund

cannot be regarded as_ indicating
security for the future of the I.M.D..

suppliers. The purpose of, and the

necessity for, this reserve fund has.

been very fully discussed by bee-

keepers at their meetings and annual

conference, and it need not be again
emphasised at this stage.

Beekeepers should bear in mind

that the present war-time marketing
regulations will operate for only a

limited period. Whilst these regula-
tions have proved to be of value in

the existing emergency they obviously
could not be recommended as a means.

of establishing marketing stability.
Beekeepers will do well, therefore,

to initiate some discussion at their

meetings on this subject and bring
forward constructive remits for con-

sideration at their next annual con-

ference.

WALLACE NELSON,

Chairman, Honey Control Board.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

NEWS

atti.

<p

Beemen in the Okanagan Valley,
great orchard centre of Western

Canada, are conducting a campaign
against the poison spray that is used

-on the apple blossoms in the orchards.

It is claimed the bees take back to

their hives small drops of poison
which kill their brood. This year the

colonies have been hit very hard and

in some areas there will be a real

shortage of honey.

Okanagan beekeepers have always
dreaded this calyx spray and they
have secured co-operation from the

government during the past two years

in test orchards where creosote or car-

bolic has been added to the arsenic

spray. Hither or these added ingredi-
ents have been found successful in

driving the bees away from the

orchard until the odour evaporates,
and by that time the orchards are safe

again. The quantity of crude carbolic

acid used successfully was two ounces

to 100 gallons of spray.

Honey producers in the Okanagan
are planning a series of meetings in

the fall, when by picture and argu-

ment, they hope to convince the or-
chardists that such a deterrent, while

cheap, will save the bees, help in pol-
lination, and increase the honey har-

vest.

Vancouver. F. H. Fullerton.

—Canadian Bee Journal.
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INTERNAL MARKETING DIVISION

(HONEY SECTION)

VISIT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF

HONEY SECTION TO SOUTH

ISLAND.

Mr. John Rentoul and Mr. F. Stoupe,
accompanied by Mr. L. F. Robins, the

South Island representative of the

Honey Control Board, visited the

various Associations as outlined in

the January issue of the Beekeeper.
This visit was particularly successful

as far as the Honey Section was con-

cerned, and our thanks are accorded

to those Associations who arranged
these meetings. Many questions were

asked by various producers’ which

showed that there were still some

small points in the Regulations and

the administration of the Honey Sec-

tion which were not quite clear in the

producers’ minds. These were all

satisfactorily answered, and the spirit
shown at the meetings by the pro-

ducers proved the value of the trip.

The beekeeping industry is one of

the very few industries which has been

given the privilege by the War

Cabinet of looking after its product
for the essential requirements of the

armed forces and hospitals, etc., as

well as making an equitable distribu-

tion to the civilian population of this

country. This is a privilege that pro-

ducers should be particularly proud
of, and the success of this privilege
can only be achieved by the close co-

operation between the beekeepers and

their marketing organization.

Any suggestions with reference to

the present marketing and distribu-

tion are always welcome from any

producer, but they should also bear

in mind that suggestions look well on

paper and may suit a particular case

or area, but it has to be remembered

that your Marketing Organization has

to consider city and countries alike,

from the North Cape to the Bluff.

However, the Honey Section is always

open to receive any constructive

criticism which may assist at present
or in formulating a policy for post-
war.

ADVICE NOTES.

It has been pointed out before that

Advice Notes arriving late at this

office, results in double-handling of

honey received before Advices are

received. This is still occurring and

we ask the assistance of all producers
to endeavour to see that they post
their Advice Notes sufficiently early so

that arrangements can be made for

the receival of the honey. The Honey
Section is aware, of course, that at

times the fault is not with the pro-.
ducers as with the curtailment of cer-

tain railway facilities to-day, mails

are arriving late.

MONTHLY EXTRACTION

RETURNS.

Some producers do not seem to be

aware that monthly extraction returns

are required each month from Decem-

ber onwards, irrespective of whether

they have extracted honey or not. If

a producer does not extract in De-

cember, January and February, he

should forward to the Honey Section

a “Nil” return. On the last month of

extraction the producer should mark

“Final Extraction.” This will then

notify the Division that the: producer
has completed extracting and no fur-

ther returns will be necessary.

FOR SALE.

Highest Grade

Comb Foundation

or own Wax converted

Write for quotations to:—

T. R. W. NICHOLAS

P.O. BOX 28, HAWERA.
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DEPARTMENTOF AGRICULTURE
HORTICULTURE DIVISION

HONEY CROPREPORTS.

The following is a summary of re-

ports received from Apiary Instruc-

tors at the end of February :—
AUCKLAND: The rainfall for Feb-

ruary was well above the monthly
average, 5.05 inches being recorded.

This brought the white clover away,

which provided sufficient for normal

requirements at this time of the year,
but no surplus.

|

Honey crops in this district are

average to slightly below average.

HAMILTON: Warm rains amount-

ing to 4.77 inches fell during Febru-

ary, resulting in renewed clover bloom

and a profusion of catsear. Bee-

keepers found more manuka honey on

the hives than was expected; conse-

quently any additional extractable

honey stored in the late summer will

to some extent compensate for this.

While extra heavy returns have

been secured in some localities, the

total crop will be a little above aver-

age.

PALMERSTON NORTH: Weather

conditions continued favourable in

most locations, particularly in areas

situated around Mt. Egmont, where

excellent crops of honey were secured.

The exceptions were Waimate West

and Hawera Counties, and to a lesser

degree Wanganui County, where con-

ditions were too dry for good crops.
Production this year on the whole is

well above average following a run of

very poor seasons.

HASTINGS: Exceptionally good
crops were secured in parts of Hawkes

Bay, while in the Wairarapa district

pastures dried up too early for normal

honey production. On the whole the

marketable crop secured is better than

last season and is above average.

CHRISTCHURCH: Good rains re-

vived the pastures somewhat in all

districts during February, but in

North Canterbury crops are very

light indeed with little or no surplus
in some locations. Returns in Mid-

Canterbury are not so good as last

season and are below average, while

in South Canterbury conditions were

more favourable. Surplus crops in

this area, principally from white

clover and catsear, are slightly above

average.
|

WESTLAND, NELSON & MARL-

BOROUGH: Rata commenced _ to

bloom well throughout Westland, but

went off suddenly and much earlier

than usual, due to dry weather condi-

tions—a most unusual occurrence in

those parts. White clover yielded
well on pasture lands early in the sea-

son, as did also blackberry on waste

lands. Crops below average, but

slightly better than last season.

Conditions throughout Nelson and

Marlborough were too dry and very

light crops well below average were

secured.

OTAGO & SOUTHLAND: White

clover was finished at the end of Feb-

ruary, while capeweed and _ thistle

were still yielding lightly but not suf-

ficient to affect final returns.

Crops generally were very much
better than last season, with the ex-

ception of areas in Central Otago,
where pastures did not recover from

early drought conditions. The total

crop is well above average.

Owing to variation in climatic con-

ditions, normal production is rarely
maintained in all districts throughout
New Zealand during a single season.

Production also varies greatly accord-

ing to location and efficiency of apiary
management.

Taking all factors into account, it is

considered that 67.2 lb. surplus per
hive (8 tons per hundred) would be a

fair estimate of the average produc-
tion per annum over all apiaries dur-

ing a ten-year period.
The following schedule showing the
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number of - registered apiaries in SOUTH ISLAND.

groups where beekeepers own 200 or

more hives, and production in each Estimated

island working on the above basis, is Av. Pro-

interesting: | Group. Apiaries. Hives. duction.

NORTH ISLAND. 200-250 .... 128 4,482 1383tons

Estimated 251-300 .... 125 3,457 104tons

Av. Pro- 301-500 .... 301 9,582 286 tons

Group. Apiaries. Hives. duction. 500&over 131 4,988 149tons

200-250 .... 84 3,067 92 tons

251-300 .... 73 1,852 56 tons 685 22,404 672tons

301-500 .... 363 13,282 398 tons

500 &over 843 21,128 934 tons

W. K. DALLAS,
1,365 49,329 1,480 tons

Director of Horticulture Division.

Pat and Mike found a German air-

man wandering near a crashed aero-

plane.
Mike: “I think we had better arrest

him.”
Pat: “But we are supposed to be

neutral.”
Mike: “Faith, yes, but who are we

neutral against!”

F. J. LAKE LTD.

.432 MORAY PLACEHK, DUNEDIN

*Phone 10-701 Box 669

Manufacturers of Honey Tins

BEESWAX
Sharland & Co. Ltd., Manufacturing Chemists, are

buyers of Beeswax in any quantities at the maximum

price allowed by the regulations.

CONSIGN YOUR BEESWAX CARRIAGE FORWARD

TO ANY OF OUR WAREHOUSES:

SHARLAND & Co. Ltd.
Manufacturing Chemists

Lerne Street, Auckland; Lichfield Street, Christchurch;
Dixon Street, Wellington; Dowling Street, Dunedin.
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we
ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS |

y

BAY OF PLENTY.

Ideal weather favoured the bee-

keepers of the Whakatane district

who attended a Field Day arranged
by the Department of Agriculture
at the apiary of Mr. B. M. McMahon,
James Street, Whakatane, on Satur-

day afternoon. Mr. C. R. Paterson,

Apiary Instructor, stationed at Ham-

ilton, in opening the proceedings, ex-

pressed gratification at the very large
attendance of beekeepers and ex-

plained that the Field Days were

arranged so that beekeepers could

gather together and learn the latest

methods of beekeeping. The speaker
said he hoped the attendance was an

indication of the interest that was

going to be taken in beekeeping in

the near future.

The programme was arranged by
Mr. Paterson and covered a demon-

stration in handling bees and a brief

talk on foul brood. During this de-

monstration a very fine Italian Queen
was located in the hive and shown to

all present. Then followed a talk on

the introducing of Queens and a de-

scription of the different types of

Queens sold by Queen breeders. At

this juncture Mr. Paterson took the

opportunity of stressing to all present
the necessity of registering every

apiary even if it contained only one

hive, keeping the bees in proper hives

with removable frames and securing a

permit before bees are removed to an-

other site. The gathering then assem-

bled in the honey house and were

given a demonstration in the extract-

ing of honey by up-to-date methods.

During the afternoon many questions
were asked the Apiary Instructor on

matters relative to beekeeping in the

Whakatane district.

While refreshments were being
handed round the suggestion was put
forward that those present should or-

ranise themselves into a Beekeepers’
Association and in the near future

something along these lines will be

discussed.

In closing proceedings Mr. Paterson

said he wished to thank Mr. and Mrs.
McMahon for allowing him to hold

the Field Day at their place and many
thanks for the refreshments, This

was endorsed by all present with a

round of applause. Mr. McMahon in

reply said he was only too pleased to

assist and only hoped that more such

demonstrations would be held in the

near future. Mr. Petty supported the

suggestion of further Field Days. Mr.
Paterson in reply to a hearty vote of

thanks for his services said he would

endeavour to arrange a lantern lec-

ture at a later date and thanked all

present. for turning up in such good
numbers.

WELLINGTON.

The annual Field Day was held on

16th January at the apiary of the sec-

retary, Mr. Carter, Lower Hutt, being
used for the third successive year..
The grounds and. surroundings are

picturesque and command a wonderful
view of Wellington, the harbour and
the Hutt Valley. The location is not

far from the railway and ideal for

purposes of demonstrations. This

year the apiary was in excellent order

and included an observation hive as

well as a nucleus hive. Each year in-

creased interest has been manifested

and the attendance, in spite of petrol
restrictions, exceeded all expectations.
Some 110 adults as well as a number

of interested and potential hobbyists
were in attendance. They came from

all parts of the Association area and

as far afield as Manakau and Taka-

pau.

Mr. Carter had gone to considerable
trouble to enable the many demonstra-

tions to be carried out with speed and

efficiency. The popular chairman, Mr.

Bodmin, was in charge of this part
of the programme and he _ went

through the whole gamut of the work-

ings of an apiary, from the wiring of

a frame to the extraction of the honey.
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He explained in plain language (Par-
liamentary, we hope.—Ed.) the rea-

sons for the various operations with

the help of modern equipment
throughout. Members saw an electric

wire embedder, a steam-heated uncap-

ping and a steam wax extractor in

action. All present were treated to a

feast of information, which, from re-

marks gathered, was highly appreci-
ated. Mrs. Carter and her lady
helpers dispensed morning tea and

luncheon. The day’s outing was voted

a complete success.

In the course of the day 18 new

members were enrolled, bringing the

roll strength up to 167, of which 4

honorary members are overseas and

151 are financial. The branch’s activi-

ties are evidently appreciated.

The Library is making progress

slowly. The editor of the Australian

Beekeeper has signified his intention

of forwarding their journal to us

monthly, and as soon as replies are

received from overseas as to some of

the latest publications available, pur-
chases will be made. Meantime we

would appreciate gifts of books or

offers of books for sale. The follow-

ing further donations have been re-

ceived:—A. H. Smith 7/6, H. C. Boul-

cott 2/6, A. Bell 1/-, H. Osborne 5/-,
Mrs. A. Paterson 1/-, W. Haines 5/-,
A. Day 4/-, H. Faulknor 2/6.

(We commend support of this lib-

rary to all our readers. This library
will be available to all beekeepers
eventually, and the Wellington Branch

deserves credit and support. Con-

gratulations Wellington on attaining
the 150 mark in your membership.
This shows good staff work.—Ed.)

|

GORE.

The honey crop has been fair. We

suffer from the usual! “ifs,” of course.

If the weather in January and Feb-

ruary had not been mostly wet, we

would have had a bumper crop. Asa

comparison, the man who took six tons

last season, got ten this season, so you
see it was a little better. Good con-

ditions in December were mainly re-

“sponsible for the increase. We un-

derstand other districts experienced a

drought and we would have been glad
of some of their complaint. Condi-

tions were, however, idcal for the

Field Day, held at Mr. W. Bristow’s
apiary on 22nd January. About 100

honey producers and others interested

were present, including members of

the Otago and Southland Branches. A

splendid programme of events had

been arranged and there was not a

dull moment during the whole pro-

ceedings. The President of the Gore

Branch, under whose auspices the

event had been arranged (Mr. Geo.

Swanson), welcomed the local mem-

bers and visitors and explained the

advantages to be gained from the

holding of such functions. There was

something to be learned, both by the

beginner and the experienced man.

The Field Day provided an _ ideal

means of passing on the knowledge
the experienced man had_ gained,
since the demonstration combined the

practical with the theoretical. The

beginner not only saw a method car-

ried through, but he had the reason

for the action taken explained to him.

‘We have our problems, especially in

the marketing of honey,” said Mr.

Swanson.
‘

We feel that there is too

great a disparity between the price
paid to the producer and that paid for

honey over the counter. It should be

possible to make some of the differ-

ence available to the man who pro-

duces the goods, even more so now that

costs of production have increased to

such an extent.”’ Beekeepers would,
however, have an opportunity of ex-

pressing their opinions to the general
manager (honey section) of the Inter-

nal Marketing Division (Mr. J. Rin-

toul), who would be visiting Gore on

the evening of February 3rd, and for

whom a meeting had been arranged.
It was hoped that all interested would
attend the meeting, which had been

specially arranged by the visitors for

the purpose of meeting producers. Mr.

Swanson said that soldier beekeepers’
interests were being watched, and he

explained that over 200 hives were

being maintained in Eastern South-
land by members of the Gore Branch
while their owners were away on ac-

tive service, thus ensuring that their

living will be safeguarded after the

war and at the same time keeping up
the production of honey. It is the in-
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tention of the Government to allocate

40 ver cent. of this year’s honey crop

to the needs of the armed forces. The

first demonstration was capably un-

dertaken by Mr. W. T. Herron. He

showed beginners how to open and ex-

amine a hive. This was followed by
Mr. L. Box, apiary instructor, who

demonstrated a method of queen-

rearing combined with swarm control.

Then followed an exhibition of spring
management, given by Mr. G. Swan-

son. Visitors were then invited into

the honey house, where Mr. Bristow

was to be seen at the work of extract-

ing honey. This operation can be a

heavy one, or it can be made one of

the more pleasant types of work to be

done in an apiary. In Mr. Bristow’s
premises are to be found all kinds of

labour-saving devices, as well as the

best of tools. A small boiler provides
steam for heating the uncapping
knife or planer, whichever is being
used. A roomy uncapping tank and

capping melter are used. The extrac-

tor is an 8-frame machine and, being
of the best type and well set up, is a

joy to watch in operation. Mr. Bris-

tow makes his own frames and hives,
and these, also, are of excellent work-
manship. Afternoon tea was prepared
by the ladies present and a conversa-

zione followed. The last demonstra-

tion of the day was an important
springtime operation, namely, the De-

maree method of swarm control. This

demonstration was delegated to Mr.

Herron, who very ably carried it out.

In moving a vote of thanks to Mr.

Bristow for the use of his apiary for

the occasion, Mr. Swanson said that

both old-timers and beginners had

learned something from the demon-

stration and he hoped they would be

continued in the district. It was grat-
ifying to the sponsors to see such a

large and enthusiastic response to the

efforts of the Gore Branch of the

Association and to know that its at-

tempts to extend the industry were

appreciated. Mr. L. Griffin, secretary
of the Southland Branch, thanked the
Gore Branch for. inviting all to the

Field Day. He said that if they had

learned only a wrinkle or two the trip
had been worth while. He compli-
mented Mr. Bristow on the possession

of what may be termed a model

aplary. —P. W. Hunt.

Negararatunua.

NORTH AUCKLAND.

The apiary of Mr. H. R. Holdaway
pleasant and successful Field Day on

pleasant and successful Field Day on

13th November last. The President.
of the Northland Branch of the Na-

tional Beekeepers’ Association, Mr. J.

Gavin, welcomed the visitors, amongst
whom were included Messrs. Rentoul

and Stoupe of the Honey Section of

the Internal Marketing Division, Mr.

R. Clark, a prominent Waikato bee-

keeper, and Mr. R. S. Walsh, Apiary
Instructor for the district.

During the afternoon’ various

demonstrations were given which in-

cluded the extraction of thick honey
and the use of the pricker pad by Mr.

Holdaway, who also demonstrated how

the Hatch wax press was used. to ob-

tain wax from old combs which were

ready to hand boiling in the copper.

Mr. Walsh explained and demon-

strated the use of a device for finding

queens prior to requeening in the

Autumn, and the eliminating of un-

wanted bees.

Mr. Holdaway’s up-to-date honey-
house and equipment was the subject
of much favourable comment and a

source of instruction and interest to

all present.
Following a delightful afternoon

tea served in the open by Mrs. Holda-

way, assisted by the wives of mem-

bers, Messrs. Stoupe and Rentoul

addressed the gathering on the sub-

ject of honey marketing and control,
and replied to questions.

Activities for the day were brought
to a close by the Branch President,
Mr. J. Gavin, who called for a vote

of confidence in and support for the
Department, which was carried unanl-

mously.
On the 5th February the second

Field Day of the current season con-

ducted under the auspices of the

Northland Branch of the National

Beekeepers’ Association was held at

the home apiary of Mr. F. D. White,
Mr. H. R. Holdaway,

Branch Secretary, welcomed the visi-

tors.

Mr. White gave a demonstration of

the extracting of clover honey which

was indicative of the improvement

Among other demonstrations,
Messrs. White and Holdaway showed

the correct method of preparing
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taking place in the nectar sources of

Northland.

artificial queen cells and grafting,
which was followed by a practical
talk on a new and interesting type of

cell starting colony by Mr. R. S.

Walsh, Apiary Instructor for the

Auckland District. Mr. Walsh demon-

strated the making-up of a swarm box

for cell starting, and gave details of

the
construction of Jay Smith’s swarm

ox.

Mrs. White, assistedby Mrs. Holda-

way, served a very pleasant and ac-

ceptable afternoon tea, which was

much appreciated by all present.

Mr. Holdaway closed the after-

noon’s programme with an appeal to

beekeepers to join the National Bee-

keepers’ Association.

H. R. HOLDAWAY, Secretary.

OTAGO.

Two Field Days have recently been

held. The first was held at the apiary
of Mr. J. Marshall at Outram on the

13th November. The weather was

perfect and Mr. Marshall welcomed a

large attendance of members and

friends.

Mr. Marshall opened the proceed-
ings with a talk to beginners, and

showed how to open a hive, examine

the frames, and replace them without

unduly disturbing the bees. Mr. Box,
the District Apiary Instructor, demon-

strated queen-rearing by the grafting
method. Both demonstrations. were

followed by close attention and many
questions were asked and answered.

Mr. M. Williams showed an insulated

hive which he had made and tried out
during the past winter. He had two

hives side by side with the same

amount of stores and bees; one hive

was wintered in the ordinary hive and

the other in the insulated one. On

the spring inspection, he found that

the one in the insulated hive had used

only half its stores and was stronger
in bees than the one in the ordinary
hive.

The company then adjourned to the

garden for afternoon tea, where a

pleasant hour was spent. A hearty
vote of thanks was accorded to Mr.

and Mrs. Marshall and to the demon-

strators for their efforts in making

the Field Day instructive and interest-

ing.

The second Field Day was held on

22nd January at the apiary of Mr. V.

Pattison, Kew, Dunedin. Again the

weather was ideal (What, again in

Dunedin ?—Ed.) and a large atten-

dance marked the occasion.

Mr. Pattison opened a hive in which

two queens, one in the top half and

one in the lower half, were separated
by a queen excluder. There was the

usual bottom entrance and one half

way up used in common. This was a

very strong hive and both queens
were doing their duty well. Again
many questions were asked and

answered. Mr. Pattison then invited

the company to his workshop and

honey house where they were shown a

compact outfit, including uncapping
knives and heater, cappings’ tray and

the method of drying the cappings by
the bees, extractor driven by hand or

electricity, and finally the finished

article. Everything here was made

by Mr. Pattison, supers, lids, and floor

boards included. Mr. Callick demon-

strated an electric embedding tool

which attracted a great deal of atten-

tion.

Afternoon tea followed. Mr. Mc-

Fadzien, President, moved a vote of

thanks to Mr. and Miss Pattison and

to Mr. Callick for their efforts in mak-

ing the day a success. This was hear-

tily accorded and it was with reluc-

tance that the company finally de-

parted after spending a most interest-

ing and profitable afternoon.

The quarterly meeting of the

Branch was held on 28th February, at

which there was a good attendance of

members. Mr. J. McFadzien, Presi-

dent of the Branch, was the speaker
of the evening, taking as his subject
the Production of Wax.

Mr. McFadzien gave an interesting
talk on how the wax was produced by
the bees and built into comb, and

how the honey was uncapped and the

cappings melted down into a slab of

wax, of which he produced a fine

sample. Another sample of wax,

produced by a solar wax extractor,
attracted attention.

The speaker was thanked for his
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interesting talk and accorded a hearty
vote of thanks. Supper was then

served and a pleasant hour was spent.

E, CAMPBELL.

Show Week Convention.

Intending visitors only need to read

the Otago notes to realise what

southern hospitality can really be.

Congratulations, Otago, on the reports
of your activities. It is a sign of real

enthusiasm when your own members

can so ably provide your entertain- -
ment. We will look forward to your

Convention.—Ed.

CENTRAL OTAGO.

On the 7th February our Branch

held a one-day meeting at the home of

Mr. W. Marshall, Poolburn. It was

one of the best attended and enthusi-

astic meetings in recent years. Mrs.

Marshall met us with morning tea,
later fed us with hot potatoes, etc.,
for luncheon, and baskets were pooled
for afternoon tea, which seemed to

be needed too.

Mr. Horne, the President, presided
over the morning meeting, when

Association affairs and policy were

fully discussed—with the help of Mr.

Bray of Canterbury.

Mr. Horne asked Mr. Lennon, the

National Vice-President, to chair the

afternoon meeting, at which we were

favoured with a full bench of speakers.
Mr. Rentoul and Mr. Stoupe spoke on

the Regulations as they apply this

year, Mr. Rebins on the Honey Con-

trol Board, Mr. Bray on the Canter-

bury viewpoint, and Mr. Callick on

supplies for this season’s honey. Many
questions were asked and answered,
indicating some mental indigestion as

a result possibly of the variety of

fare provided by the speakers.

All the speakers were accorded a

hearty vote of thanks, and a special
tribute of appreciation was tendered

to Mr. Rentoul for his long and hon-

oured association with the industry.
A vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs.

Marshall for their open hospitality,
brought a very full day to a happy
ending.

W. J. LENNON.

FLOOR POLISH—A TRIED RECIPE.

ath

—<——_

4ozs. beeswax, 8o0zs. vegetable tur-

pentine (not mineral), 6ozs. kerosene.

Dissolve in double container. As it

begins to cool, add one teaspoon of

880 ammonia. Stir well and pour
into tins.

Best results are obtained by rub-

bing on and polishing in about an

hour.

HIVE MATS
HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR HIVE MATS YET?

Made from N.Z. Hemp—better wearing than ordinary
sacking. Order direct from manufacturers:

N.Z. WOOLPACK & TEXTILES LTD., FOXTON

Delivery of not less than bale lots, F.O.R., Foxton.

£1/6/- per bale of 250 mats—cash with order.

exchange to cheques.

National Beekeepers’ Association of N.Z.—Sole Agents.

Please add
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BEESWAX
When your wax is ready for disposal, remember

that you have an immediate market for it at Ecroyd’s
at the maximum authorised price (now 2/- per pound
on rail your station). Prompt cash on arrival of wax.

FORWARDING INSTRUCTIONS.

North Island consignments should be shipped
direct from main ports where possible, or consigned by
goods train per “Through Booking” via nearest port.
South Island consignments should be railed by goods
train, not by railway parcels. If in doubt as to how to

forward, despatch a card stating quantity of wax to be

sent, and forwarding instructions will be sent by return.

Small Lots.

Parcels of under 28lbs. from either North or South

Island are more satisfactorily-sent by Parcels Post.

HONEY CONTAINERS.

In your own interests you should place your orders

for honey containers as early as possibleso as to enable

us to obtain the necessary permit in good time and

avoid delay in delivery.
~

Honey tins are supplied in 60lb. size only, ‘‘convo-
lute” honey tins in 2’s and 5’s, and cartons in 1’s and

2’s. Honey cases can be supplied nailed up or in the

flat.

At your service for bee supplies :—

A. ECROYD
11 THORNTON ST., CHRISTCHURCH, N.1.

Telegraphic Address: “ECROYD, SHIRLEY.”
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CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor

“The N.Z. Beekeeper.”

Sir,—I have pleasure in making this

response to your genial invitation as

contained in the January issue. I

hope that in the limited space at my

disposal I will succeed in expressing
myself in a manner that will meet

with acceptance in your next issue.

To begin with, my views have been

and are very definitely at variance

with the views held by all who have

approved and supported the Honey
Emergency Regulations. It might be

asked whv I should need to state this

fact, why it has not emerged in re-

ports of meetings of the local branch
of the N.B.A., meetings of which seem

to have a reputation for having ac-

corded unanimous support to the Reg-
ulations. Apart from the fact that

duties as a school bus operator have

made it impossible to attend a number

of the meetings, I submit that there

has been a definite and apparently
concerted clamping down on publicity
for the almost totally differing point
of view of standpoint represented by
my brother (who has attended most of

the meetings) and myself. Such re-

ports of differing opinion as have ap-

peared have been fragmentary,
treated as of little or no significance,
and no clue given to their author or

authors. Also I have found that the

opportunity allowed at the meetings
for the expression of such differing
views as ours has been extremely lim-

ited. Others who endorsed, the Regu-
lations could hold the floor practically
as long as they cared to. This is

quite humanly understandable; how-

ever, it does not dispose of the stand-

point of a true dissentient,.but in fact

makes it all the more necessary for

him to take such direct action as will

effectively establish his standpoint as

an undeniable reality. As the local

newspaper some time back ceased pub-
lishing correspondence from me. what-

ever the topic, it was not possible to

deal with the matter in that way.

Such being the position, as soon as

the text of the 1943 Honey. Regula-

tt

_

tions came to hand, I set about writ-.

ing, first to the Director of the Honey
Section of the I.M.D. to acquaint him
with my standpoint as a conscientious

objector to the Regulations and the

terms on which I was prepared to

compromise for the time being, and

next to the Minister of Marketing by
way of reply to his message to bee-

keepers which appeared in the special
Marketing issue of the

‘“ Beekeeper.’’
At the time of writing no ‘reply has.

come to hand from either of these

supposedly responsible persons, but.

very interesting correspondence has

subsequently taken place between Mr.

Rentoul, Honey Section Manager, and

myself, this correspondence having
arisen from Mr. Rentoul being in the

unhappy position of having to attend

to the enforcement of the Regulations.
under threat of prosecution against
such as myself, who, having received

no evidence of co-operation either in

spirit or in fact from the I.M.D., had

already withdrawn my conditional
offer of compromise.

It does not come within the scope

of this letter to treat of the subject
matter of any of the letters referred

to. However, copies of the first two

letters will be found to be in the

hands of every Branch Secretary of

the N.B.A., while copies of later cor-

respondence may be obtained from me.

I will conclude with the suggestion
that it would be most fitting if you
were to publish along with this, my

reply to the Hon. B. Roberts, Minister

of Marketing.
|

Yours, etc.,
R. E. HANSEN,

-

“ Beeville,” R.D. Taupiri.

Sir,—My letter in the January issue

had the distinction of drawing fire

from two opponents before being pub-
lished. Mr. Rentoul discreetly re-

frained from discussing the funda-

mental issue but made a statement

about the political, so I will show how

much reliance we can place on the

statements of officials of the I.M.D.
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in 1938 the I.M.D. represented—
1. That the 3d levy would give suf-

ficient security against competition.
2. That honey would be packed and

marketed in three grades.
3. That a reserve of about 500 tons

would be carried to ensure continuity
of supply to customers.

Perhaps Mr. Rentoul will tell us

why these ideas did not work out ac-

cording to plan. Also if we are ex-

pected to have any confidence in the

minds which constructed them? To

your request for alternatives, Mr.

Editor, I explain that as the comman-

deer price is on a false basis we

should be allowed to sell at payable
prices fixed by the Price Tribunal and

that the I.M.D. buy from us on a fair

basis. .

And, after the War—well, do we

expect the present Administration who

fear over-supply and slump to give us

the national viewpoint necessary for

progress?

ALEXANDER MAWHINNEY,
Te Kawa.

Dear Sir,
In conversation with Mr. Barclay,

then Minister of Marketing, prior to

the opening of Beekeepers’ Conference

in Wellington last June, I found the

opinion had been formed by him that

the opposition to the Government

Marketing Scheme was being led

simply by the will of Mr. Bray. Since
then I find others putting forward the

same opinion.
While Mr. Bray, as President of the

Canterbury Branch of the National,
does speak on behalf of the Branch

as a whole—the opposition to the com-

mandeer as at present applied comes

from beekeepers individually and

quite irrespective of any particular
leadership or association.

Froduction of honey being the ob-

ject of the beekeepers, the selling of

it constitutes his means of existence.

The fact that a producer in one dis-

trict can produce at a certain figure is

no indication that another with equal
brains and effort can produce at that

figure in another district. Unless con-

ditions under which honey is produced
are identical, no control exercised by
one not in a similar district can

ensure for all an adequate return.

Opposition to this unjust control is

general throughout the Dominion, as

it interferes with and hinders the

greatest production of honey—ignor-
ing the right of the producer to run

his business on the soundest economic

lines under all conditions.

M. A. SHEPHERD.

Rangiora, Canterbury.

2223 DeLancey Street,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

U.S.A.

Dear Sir,

I am a beekeeper and am making
a collection of published poems on

bees, or about beekeeping, or poems
with bees in them. I have already re-

ceived fascinating published poems
from our own American magazines
and from England and India and

Canada. All these magazines have

been so good as to run my request for

bee poems in their magazines.
If you could possibly run my re-

quest for bee poems in your maga-

zine, I would thank you so much, and

be happy to receive them. The poems
on bees from different countries, past
and present, are very interesting in

custom and geography. My hope is

to have these poems published collec-

tively, or failing this, as there is the

matter of prices and permission of

copyright—to have them printed in

booklet form.

Most appreciatively yours,

(Miss) ELIZABETH LINN.

[Would members please send any

published poems to the Editor, who

will forward them on.—Ed.]

From the capping on one side to

the capping on the other through a

comb, drone cells measure 12 inches,
workers % of an inch. The space be-

tween the face of two parallel combs

containing honey sealed over is 2 of

an inch, or one bee space, while be-

tween two parallel combs containing
sealed worker brood it is 3 of an inch,
or two bee space, and drone brood 3%
of an inch, or one bee space.
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JAMS MADE WITH HONEY

tt

—<——-

By MRS. HERRON, Waikaka, Southland.

(Concluded from January Journal, 1943.)

Jams made with honey will be found

to have quite a distinctive flavour as

compared with those made in the or-

dinary way with sugar.

Any I have made have kept well

and have, to my mind, a richer flavour,

improving with keeping. Most of my

jam making with honey has been ex-

perimental for the want of tested

recipes.

Blackberry jam with honey was

very good and easily made. I expect
the same recipe would be equally
good with raspberry and loganberry,

. but so far I have not been able to try
it out.

Apple jelly can be made and jellies
fairly well when made with very green

apples, but even when made with the

mildest of honey, the flavour of the

apples was lost in that of the honey.
It also requires a great deal longer
boiling than apple jelly made with

sugar. Blackberry and apple combined

make an excellent jelly when made

with honey, but will require longer
boiling then jelly made with sugar.

There are so many varieties of jam,
and the water content of each fruit

varies so much that it is almost im-

possible, in a paper such as this, to

give details. Generally speaking, a

little less honey, by weight, should be

used when substituting honey for

sugar—from 10 to 25 per cent. less

in some cases. Where water is speci-
fied in jam I would advise cutting
down the quantity to half or one

third. Water can easily be added if

it is found that the jam is too thick

for personal taste.

The following are a few tested re-

cipes which I hope may be of use to

someone:

BLACKBERRY JAM.

Wash and mash berries. To each

pound of berries add two-thirds (2/3)
pound of honey. Cook with frequent
stirring till thick. Bottle as usual.

Honey can be poured over berries

andallowed
to stand overnight if de-

sired.

HONEY PEAR GINGER.

Alb. pears, cut fine; 2 lemons, cut

fine; 4lb. honey; 2lb. preserved ginger,
cut small.

_

Simmer all together till nice colour,
and about the thickness of marmalade.

HONEY MARMALADE.

6 Poorman oranges, 8lb. honey, 2

lemons, 14 cups water.

Cut oranges and lemons thin. Soak

in water 24 hours. Boil hard 1 hour.

Add honey. Boil hard for another

hour. Bottle and seal as usual. This

must boil hard or it will not set well.

MELON AND GINGER JAM.

64lbs. melon cut small, 23lbs. honey.
Mix together and stand overnight.

Boil till transparent—about 2 hours.

All 2lbs. honey. Boil till a good colour.

BEEKEEPING IN AUSTRALIA

“The Australasian Beekeeper.” TIllus-

trated magazine, published monthly
by Messrs. Pender Bros. Pty. Ltd.

Subscription, 5/- per year, posted.
Sample copy free on application to

Tha Editor,
P.O. Box 20,

West Maitland, N.S.W.,
Australia.
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RENEWAL OF BROOD-COMBS.

ee

In an article in the January issue

of “L’Abeille et L’Erable” the author

states that cells which have served for

some time as brood cells gradually
decrease in size due to the accumula-
tion of cocoons and causes a notable

decrease in the size and weight of the

hatching bees. He quoted the results

of the Tula Experiment station which

proved that 7 bees hatching in the

first generation are equivalent to 9

bees hatching on the same comb after

the 38th generation; old combs also

tend to favour the development of di-

seases by harbouring spores and.

bacilli.

In many European counrties the

beekeepers practice the regular repla-
cement of old combs in the brood

chamber. The facts mentioned above

would seem to make this a worthwhile

practice. I think it would be a good
plan to put the date on new brood

frames when they are placed in a hive.

After a few years the beekeeper can

begin the regular replacement of two

or three old combs each year at the

time of the honey-flow. In this way

no comb over six or seven years of age

will be present in the hive and the

new combs can be obtained with a

minimum of inconvenience to the bees.

FOR SALE.

500 TWO-STOREY HIVES

En bloc, 500 two-storey hives in 10

apiaries, within 10-mile radius of

Hamilton, Waikato. All light Italian

bees with 90% Queens under 15

months old. 5 acres land, centrally
situated, with shed and four-frame

extractor. £1500 cash.

PEARSON BROS.

HAMILTON

WANTED TO BUY.

A Honey Extractor suitable for small

apiary.
Reply c/o. “The N.Z. Beekeeper.”

Omakau, Central Otago.
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This Journal is issued free to all
members of the National Beekeepers’
Association of N.Z. Failure to renew

subscriptions promptly results in auto-
matic removal of names from Journal

Mailing List.

Subseription rates for the Journai
are 2/- per annum, 6d. per copy, post
free. Please notify any irregularity
in receipt of the Journal to the
Editor.

_Literary contributions and adver-
tisements must be in the hands of the

Editor, Mr. W. J. Lennon, Omakau,
Central Otago, not later than the
first of month of publication.

Nom-de-plume letters must be

signed by the writer and . address

given, not necessarily for publication,
but as proof of good faith. Letters

-accepted for publication do not neces-

sarily express the views of the Editor,

ADVERTISEMENT RATES.

Trade Announcements, 5/-
per inch

per insertion; £5 per page; £2/15/-
per half-page; £1/10/- per quarter-
page per issue.

““Wanteds,” 2d. per word per inser-
tion.
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“ONCEUSED
60 Ib.

_Honey Tins
On behalf of the Internal Marketing Divi-

sion (Honey Section) we offer to South

Iskand beekeepers, limited stocks of ONCE

USED 60lb. aoe TINS, all faults if any.

Price I$ / * nett per ies
F. O.R. Dunedin only.

TERMS Net Cash with order.
DELIVERY As and when stocks are avail-

able. Orders executed in strict rotation as

received.

NOTE: The above 60lb. tins are in sound

condition with the exception of a draining
hole punctured in the bottom of each tin.
Patching and soldering is buyer’s responsi-
bility, also washing if necessary. The use of

these tins for packing for next season’s honey
crop has been approved.

The

Alliance Bee-Supplies
Company, Limited

P.O. BOX 572,
MASON STREET, DUNEDIN

HECTOR C. MATHESON, PRINTER, TIMARU


