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ANNUAL REPORT

‘The past year has been an eventful one for beekeepers in many ways.

The vagaries of Mother Nature provided ideal conditions and good crops in

some parts of the country, while in other areas unseasonable weather

resulted in poor crops’ and little or no return for the year’s work.

Beekeepers have come to accept this as one of the hazards of their uncertain

profession, and while losses may be serious in certain instances, it is a

calculated risk which we all understand before we start. During this year,

however, the Beekeeping Industry has had to face a new man-made menace

far more serious than anything the weather man hands out—-a danger
which does in fact threaten the very future of beekeeping in this country—
TOXIC PESTICIDES. This and other problems have received the greatest

possible consideration and attention from your Executive. |

I shall endeavour to detail for you the most salient features of the

Association’s work during the past year.

Conference Venues

As you are aware, this is the second successive Conference to be held

in what might be termed ramote areas of the South Island, and this has no

doubt been a governing factor in the small representation of North Island

Branches and members which is apparent today. While the reasons for

holding this year’s Conference in Invercargill are known to you all, the

Executive have considered the venues of future Conferences with some care

and recommends that in future, every alternate Conference be held in

Wellington as the most convenient central point at which all Branches could

be represented, and in other years in varying centres of major producing
areas in both North and South Islands in rotation.

Honey Marketing Authority Elections

Following the dissatisfaction which was expressed over the first election

of the Authority due to the lack of clarity in the instructions to voters, the

Executive took up the matter of ambiguous interpretation of instructions

with the Returning Officer appointed in the elections held last year. Those

who received voting papers for this last election will agree, I am sure, that

the instructions on this occasion were clear and that the result could not be

affected by a misunderstanding of the voting procedure.
The disfranchisement of some electors through irregularities in the

rolls of persons qualified to vote is a matter which was taken up by the

Authority this year and the Executive have been pleased to support their

request for an amendment to the regulations to provide for Declaration

Votes in any case where doubt exists as to qualification. Steps have also

been taken by the Executive to have the regulations amended to provide
for voting qualifications to be based on TWO years supply of honey to the

Authority or TWo years purchases of Seals, as was originally intended.

Subsidy Investigation
The request of last Conference that a case be prepared and submitted

to the Minister for a subsidy on honey, has been pursued by the Executive,
but with little success.

It will be recognised that before any approach could be made to the

Minister it was essential that evidence of hardship be shown to support our
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claims. It was in obtaining and compiling such documentary evidence that
we were faced with our greatest difficulty. Reference was made to th
pay-out figures of the Honey Marketing Authority for last year and the
good services of the Department of Agriculture were enlisted to provide Us
with information concerning known cases of beekeepers who had bee
forced to dispose of their businesses through economic difficulties. Althoy
a considerable amount of data was amassed, the lack of conclusive evidene
of general economic hardship was such that the Executive felt unable 1,
pursue the matter further.

Honey Prices

In the case of bulk honey prices, an application for an increase up tg
1/6 per lb. was lodged with the Price Tribunal immediately after the lag,
Conference but to date it has been found impossible to obtain a reply othe;
than that the matter is being investigated and that an Order will probably
be made at an early date. In March of this year the General Secretary
received a verbal intimation that a favourable reply could be expected by
April at the latest, but despite this fact and repeated requests, confirmation
has not been forthcoming.

ProposedRemoval of Price Control

At its last meeting the Executive received per medium veits represen-
tative on the Honey Marketing Authority, a verbal request for the support
of the Honey Marketing Authority’s proposed application for the remova]
of Price Control on Honey Sales. Although this matter was brought
forward at short notice, the Executive gave lengthy consideration to the

proposal. While. some members felt that there was considerable merit in
the suggestion there was a division of opinion on some major points, and in
view of the strong opposition expressed at last Conference to this very same

suggestion, further consideration was held over until this Conference.

Transport Regulations
Further amendments to the Transport Regulations in 1955 affected

Beekeepers operating vehicles of 63 tons or more gross laden weight. A

clarification of the position has been obtained from the Commissicner of

Transport and was circulated to Branches and direct members earlier this

year.

Departmental Officer for Study in U.S.A.

At the direction of last Conference the Executive were pleased to take

up this matter with the Department of Agriculture, and while the

Department were unable to accede to our requests immediately, we have

been assured that the matter will not be lost sight of.

Toxic Pesticides

In my opening remarks, I referred to the serious position which has

arisen with the introduction and use of new and highly toxic agricultural
pesticides. When I say that the use of these materials constitutes the

greatest danger ever to beekeeping in this country, I can assure you that I

de not do so lightly, but with the fullest realisation of the position. The

potency of newly-developed pesticides, the speed and ease with which they
can be applied over large tracts of land, the expansion of aerial contracting,
coupled with the agriculturists increasing reliance on chemical remedies, all

spell disaster for the Beekeeping Industry unless application is controlled
for the benefit of all interests. This has been cleariy demonstrated in one

recent instance where a beekeeper suffered a loss of bee stocks and damaged
equipment valued in the vicinity of £1,000 as a result of the treatment of
a few acres of crops.

|

Since this unfortunate occurrence your Executive have accorded the
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pesticideproblem priority attention and you will be aware of the immediate

steps which were organised by the Department of Agriculture to educate

users in the dangers associated with the new pesticides; information and

warnings were circulated to Branches and Direct Members of the Associa-

tion by the General Secretary; the Civil Aviation Regulations were invoked

against aerial applicators to prevent further aerial spraying, and a meeting
of all interested parties was held in Christchurch with the result that a

“permit” system to control further applications of toxic pesticides was

instituted. All these steps were of course temporary measures, but as such

they did at least afford a measure of protection at a crucial period where

pefore there was no protection at all.

|

In many respects we have been fortunate. Both the Minister and the

farming community generally, appreciating the essential economic value of

bees as pollinating agents indispensable to any country’s agriculture, have

displayed an urgent desire to see adequate and effective protective measures

are brought into being at the earliest possible date. It is recognised that

the beekeeper’s interest lies not in a blanket prohibition on the use of toxic

pesticides but rather in the regulation of their use so that their application
may ae

so timed as to be of benefit to the farmer without endangering the

honey bee.

A number of meetings have been held with Departmental Officers and

with the Minister on the question of more permanent measures, and I am

pleased to be able to advise that legislative control of toxic pesticides will.

be an accomplished fact at an early date. While I am not in a position to

divulge details of the proposed legislation, I can say that your Executive

has been fully consulted and afforded the greatest facility and privilege by
the Minister. The legislation which is planned is of a most comprehensive
nature, and you may be assured that your Executive have given and will

continue to give this matter its closest attention.

Membership Position

Membership figures and trends have been regularly received throughout
the year. It is with considerable pleasure that we can welcome the

formation of the new Bay of Plenty Branch with headquarters at Tauranga.
The Branch was formed by former members of South Auckland who were

finding their distance from Hamilton somewhat burdensome, but since their
inaugural meeting a number of new members have been enroiled. The

stronger branches have generally maintained or improved their membership,
but gains in this direction have been offset to some extent by losses at

smaller branches who do not appear to be quite so well organised. Ways
and means of encouraging increased membership will continue to receive

attention in the new year.
|

|

Secretarial

The initial one-year appointment of Mr R. A. Fraser expired in October

last and your Executive were pleased to be able to secure a continuance of

his services after that date. Appreciating the amount of time and effort

involved in the secretarial duties, the salary of this officer has been reviewed

on an increase to a more commensurate figure of £475 p.a.

"'N.Z. Beekeeper"
This organ continues to be one of the most worthwhile efforts of the

Association. Conveying essential information and news to beekeepers
throughout the Dominion, it is eagerly sought by novice and veteran alike.

The quality of this quarterly production and the wealth of interest which it

contains reflects credit on the Association and especially the Editor, Mr J.°
McFadzien. The steadily increasing number of overseas subscriptions for

the Journal are in themselves a testimony to the considerable time and
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effort which goes into the compilation of each issue. For many years the
Editor has, through force of circumstances, been inadequately remunerated,
but the Executive have this year been pleased to increase the honorarium
to’ £125 p.a.—a move which will undoubtedly be supported by all members,
Branch Notes continue to be an item which are read with interest and the
efforts of Branch Press Officersand Co pou cente)are greatly ap Breed
TheDepartmentofAgriculture7

- The efforts and interest of the Departmentcontinue to be of invaluable
‘assistance to the industry, and I am pleased to once again have the

opportunity of thanking Mr A. M. W. Greig, Director of the Horticulture
Division; Mr T. S. Winter, Superintendent of the Beekeeping Industry;

“My I. Palmer-Jones, Research Officer; Mr C.‘R. Patterson, Agriculturist:
and all Apiary Instructors for their highly-valued service throughout the

year, and especially in connection with the Toxic Pesticide problem. We
are living in an age of increasing specialisationand the necessity for

having men of high calibre assisting the industry is of paramount import-
ance. I feel that with our growing problems our need for even gréater
‘specialisation will grow also, and the day may not be far distant when the

importance of beekeeping as an essential integral part of New Zealand

agriculturewill merit a

seperate.SDIEEYDivision of the pcbariuent:
The Executive-

-

During the year the eecntineswere nnfortunateto lose the services
‘of two valued members, Messrs T. E. Pearson and E. J. Kirk—Mr Pearson
following his election to the Honey Marketing Authority, and Mr Kirk

following the disposal of his beekeeping interests. The Executive appointed
Mr R. V. Glasson, of West.Coast, and Mr W. I. Haines, of Kaitaia, to fill
these vacancies respectively.

I wish to thank my colleagues for their jowalinterest and able assistance

throughout the year. Without their combined endeavours we shouldnot

have achieved the good results which the year’s workhas produced.
In conclusion, I would state that while our Association has been

stronger numerically, I feel that it has never been stronger in moral

strength of spirit than it is today. The harmony within our ranks and the

singleness of our resolution to ever seek Better Beekeepingand Better

Marketingaugurs well for our future.
E. aeWILLIAMS,President.

—HLM.A.Election
NOTICE BOARD

MarketingAuthority
|

At a meeting of the Executive held
in Invercargill after the 1956 Confer-

.

ence Mr J. W. Fraser was appointed

as the Association’s representative on

the Honey Marketing eet for
the coming years.

There will be no election of | pro-
ducer representatives for the Honey
Marketing Authority this year. The

~

next election takes place when two
.

members,retire in August, 1957.

''

Bees in Their Bonnets
"

We have on hand a few eopies of

“Bees in Their Bonnets,” and these
~

are available to readers,
_ Editor, at the price of 3/6 each, post-
age 3d.

from the

This 40-page booklet was

compiled in 1948 by Mr W. J. Lennon

and is an account of the history and
~

some of. the personalities of early bee-

keeping in Otago and Southland.
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THE RETIRING PRESIDENT

The six consecutiveyears of service

y Mr E. D: Williams in the office of

PominionPresident have been a note-

worthy contribution to the life of the

Associationand the welfare of the

jndustry. Mr Williams, or “Des” as

he is so well known, is giftedwith an

easy and friendly manner which

ereates confidence at a meeting, and

pis unfailing sense of humour would

often relieve the tension when feelings
were running high. But to those who

attended Conference regularly his

gterner attributes of vunctuality and

firmness were also widely known and

yespected. As the representative of

the Association in many spheres he

prought credit to the industry.

_ At the close of the
NO

Conference

of beekeepers.
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suitable tributes were paid to Mr

Williams for his service as President,
and as the Association’s representa-

- tive on the Honey Marketing Author-

ity for the past two years.

- THE NEW PRESIDENT

Mr J. W. Fraser,. the new Dominion

President, is one of the younger generation
At first he took up school

teaching as a career but after serving over-

-seas in the second World War he turned

to commercial beekeeping in partnership
with his brother in Southland. Mr Fraser

is a confident speaker and a competant
chairman and he is known for the energy
and enthusiasm which he puts into any

cause he espouses. He has served as

DominionVice-Presidentfor the past two

eae

NEW PRICEORDER ~

.

- Price Order No. 1664 (Honey) came.into forceon 29/6/56and the
Price Order No. 1591 is thereby revoked.

The prices of honey in retail containers remain unchanged. The

: maximum prices that may be charged or received for
Oney sold otherwise

_

than in retail containers are as follows:
—

Maximum Price

per pound
at the rate of

(a) For honey, cut and wrapped ws ae

a.
1. 54

(b).For other honey—. |

|

(i) Sold by a producer to a- consumer—
_ (a) In lots of over 60]b. ee. a Ll 18

_(b) In-lots of 60Ib. or less but more than 201b.sense 1 23%
(c) In lots of 20lb. or leSS ©

es 1 43

(ii) Sold by a producer to a packer, wholesaler,or
retailer ae er eee ee 1 12

- (iii) Soldby any person whomsoever to a wholesaler 1 12

(iv) Sold by a wholesaler (not. ey
a producer)

|

to. a retailer .....

-(v) Sold by a retailer .....

HONEYFOR ANTARCTICA
‘The Executive has received a letter

—

from the Ross Sea Committee express-

ing appreciation. of the Association’s
offer to supply honey for the New
Zealand Antarctic. Expedition and

stating that the requirements of the

party would be 220 pounds. Steps are

how being taken to supply this quan-

tity in. ‘packagesmost convenient for
the expedition.’

-

generously

ene 1s 2k

ee
1 #43

“GLEANINGSIN BEE CULTURE”

A 64-page monthly Bee Magazine,
illustrated, featuring

timely articles on beekeeping prac-

tices in the U.S. Rates: One year,
-

$2.50; two years, $4.50; three years,

$6.50.

Sample copyon request. —TheA.I.
~

Root Co., Medina,Ohio.
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OBITUARY
Mr John Rentoul

One of the pioneers of the New

Zealand honey industry, Mr John

Rentoul, died in Matamata on May 14,
aged 82... :

A passenger list of one of the old

windjammers 80 years ago shows an

entry “J. Rentoul, eight months.”

When a young man, Mr Rentoul

went to the Western Australian gold-
fields. Later, he qualified as a

chemist and for some time was em-

ployed in opening branches for his

firm in Australia.

He returned to New Zealand in

1901 and settled in Cheviot, North

Canterbury, where he established him-

self as a chemist and vet. .

Mr Rentoul became interested a
bees and soon had 500 hives. By
1914 he was recognised to have one

of the most successful apiaries in the

country. This led to his appointment
as manager of the Honey Producers’
Association which was formed during
World War I.

When New Zealand Honey Ltd.
took over the work of the association,
about 1982, Mr Rentoul became gen-

eral manager. He had two trips to

Europe and the East on honey mar-

keting business.

After the absorption of New Zea-

land Honey Ltd. within the Internal

Marketing Department in 1937, Mr

Rentoul was appointed manager of

the honey section until his retirement

some years ago.

He served as producers’ represen-
tative on the Honey Control Board,
and for a time was president of the
National Beekeepers’ Association. He

made some notable contributions to

the methods of packaging and pro-

cessing New Zealand honey.
—

Rentoul Park in Cheviot is named
after Mr Rentoul in recognition of
his long service to the district. He

was a noted chess player, a _ land-

scape painter, and a keen trout and

salmon fisherman. A Justice of the

Peace, he was engaged in court work

in Cheviot for many years.
—

On one of his trips to England, he

relevant regulations

August, 1 96
met Douglas, of Douglas Credit fay,
That was during the slump, and }*

became convinced that the Dougia.
economic analysis was correct.

|

‘

Mr Rentoul was one of the firgt ,

introduce Social Credit to (New Zeg,
land and was a keen worker for th,
cause until his final year.

.

Mr Rentoul is survived by a son and
two daughters. e

LONDON SHOW

27th July, 1956.
To the Editor “N.Z. Beekeeper.”

-

Dear Sir,

Dairy Show — Olympia — London
23rd-26th October, 1956

I have pleasure to enclose details
of Honey Classes at the London Dairy
Show which are open to exhibitors in
the United Kingdom, British Empire
and Commonwealth, together with

which affect
these classes.

Entry forms—a copy of which wil]
be found at the foot of the enclosed
extracts from the Prize Schedule—
should be sent to me at the addregg
given above, together with necessary
entry fees, to arrive by not later than
Ath September, 1956.

|

|

The actual exhibits for competition
and display at the Show should be
sent to the Secretary of the National

Honey Show Ltd., 3 St. Mark’s Place,
London §S8.W..19, England, so as to

ae by not later than 15th October,

I sincerely hope you will be pre-

pared to assist the Association by
circulating the extracts from _ the

Prize Schedule and would take this

opportunity to express my thanks and

appreciation for your help and _ co-

operation.

Yours faithfully,

F. R. FRANCIS,

Secretary.

(NOTE: Schedules and Entry

Forms for the above Show are obtain-
able from the Editor.)
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BOOK REVIEW

In “Bees Are My Business,” a

g45-pagebook by Harry J. Whitcombe,

ig
told an entertaining story of com-

yercial beekeeping in California.

tarting from scratch twenty years

420sthe author has built up a suc-

essful business and the account of

ig adventures reflects the history of

peekeepingover that period. In spite

of the uncertainties in producing
joney and package bees, and _ the

jazards of poison sprays, he retained

pis confidence in the future, and he

was one of the first to visualise the

responsibility which would ultimately

rest upon beekeepers in the service

of pollination. At times he suffered

jeavy losses and he met strong pre-

‘ydices on many sides but he persisted
in developing the pollination trade,
even leasing land to grow alfalfa seed

mn his own account, and his efforts did

much to gain proper recognition for

the industry.
|

Readers will enjoy the story of the

Whitcombe family during their more

difficult years, and of special interest

io the layman are the descriptions of

the honey bee society.
Our copy is from the publishers,

Victor Gollanez Ltd., London.

AustralianNovel

Kylie Tennant, author of two prize-
winning Australian novels, “Tiburon”
and “The Battlers,” besides several

tther novels and a short history of

Australia, has scored another success

with “The Honey Flow” (Macmillan
and Co. Ltd., London). The story is

founded on the travels and adventures

of the migrant apiarists of New South

Wales and Queensland. These bee-

keepers carry their hives for hundreds
of miles by truck or train to places
where the trees of the great eucalypt
forests are in flower. They lead hard
but picturesque and exciting lives,
and, like the diggers of the gold rush

lays lured on by the hopes of a lucky
strike, they are always hoping that

they will find an extra good flow of

toney at the next halting place. The

tory is as authentic as it is absorb-

hg. Kylie Tennant was given a grant
rom the Australian Commonwealth

THE N.Z. BEEKEEPER 9

Literary Fund to collect the back-
ground material for her story.

—Review from ‘Southland Times.”

TRANSPORT REGULATIONS
P.O. Box 19, Foxton,

22nd May, 1956.

The Commissioner of Transport,
P.O. Box 6107, Te Aro,
Wellington. >

Dear Sir,
| wish to thank you for your letter in reply of

30th January, the text of which: was circulated to
all Branches and Direct Members of my Associa-
tion.

Members have been considering your advices,
especially in relation to vehicles of over 64 tons

gross laden weight, and grave concern has been

expressed over licensing conditions for vehicles
within this category.

It is noted that licenses to operate will not
be granted to beekeepers who now. purchase
vehicles of this tonnage, and that those who are

already operating vehicles of this class will be
de-licensed on Ist December, 1958

The operation of these Regulations will be of

considerable detriment to the Beekeeping Indus-

try. The Beekeeper's problems of transport are

peculiar to no other primary industry. The

particular nature of his business is such that he

is required to carry substantial loads over long
distances, in many cases on poor class back-

country roads. Apiaries are scattered over a

radius of up to 100 miles from the home apiaries
in most instances; more in some cases, and this
is necessary to obtain a quantity crop and honey
of varying grades for blending and packing. It

is therefore obvious that Beekeepers are obliged
to travel long distances in carrying heavy loads
of hive equipment, supplies for feeding during
winter months, and bringing in combs for extrac-

tion during the honey flow. The use of a heavy
vehicle for this work is unavoidably necessary,

and it will be apparent to you that hired trans-

port would be most unsatisfactory, both from

the point of view of the type of goods being
carried and the necessity for careful timing of
various operations.

Small beekeeping units have become _ increas-

ingly uneconomic over the past few years and

to-day many small businesses are being bought
out by established beekeepers who are expanding
their operations. Where this takes place the

need for a heavier vehicle may arise, and it is

important that unnecessary restrictions are not

placed in the way of this expansion of production.
The commercial production of honey has as-

sumed a place of importance in the economy of

this Dominion, over 900 tons being exported to

the United Kingdom and the Continent during
the past year. It is obvious that a beekeeper
wiil not use a 7-ton vehicle where a 4-ton vehicle

will do his work, but where the heavier vehicle

is required it is important that he be permitted
to obtain and operate it.

| convey hereunder the text of a _ resolution

passed at a recent meeting of my Dominion

Executive :—
"That this Executive seek an exemption from

the Transport Regulations relating to the issue

of Goods Licenses, or failing that, endeavour to
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obtain -an assurance GigEBeekeepers’ vehicles of
tons or more gross laden Peo will be re-

licensed after Ist December, .1958.''

| shall be pleased if you will give- -your‘most
earnest consideration to this matter which is vital

to the Beekeeping Industry, and | look forward

to receiving your favourable reply at an early

gore: ‘Yoursfaithfully,.

R. A. FRASER,
General Secretary.

‘TransportDepartment,
Box 6107, Te Aro,

Wellington,Co
Bt 30th May,“1956.
The General Secretary,
National .Beekeepers' Association of

N.Z. Incorporated,
-

P.O. Box 19, Foxton.

Dear Sir,

‘| am in receipt of your letter.of the 22nd May,andwish to make clear the position concerning

transportlicenses for trucks and beekeepers.

_
In the case of trucks either under 6$ tons laden

weight, or over that weight, but keeping within
the 30 mile rail restriction, a transport license is

not required by beekeeperscarrying goods owned

by them in connection with their business as

beekeepers.
A three year automatic licence must in any

case be granted if required for farmers’trucks

(including those of beekeepers) legally in use as

at 27th October, 1955, when the Transport Amend-

ment Act 1955 was passed.The Licensing Author-

ity is empowered to grant these licences without

a public sitting. The effect is that a farmer

(including a beekeeper) with a truck of laden

weight over 6} tons may continue to use the

‘truck as he has done in the past until the Ist

December, 1958, or until he parts with the vehicle.

After that datea renewal of the licence may be

applied. for in the usual way if it is still desired

to exceed the 30 mile rail restriction.
—

Concerning the result of an application for

renewal of an automatic licence or for a licence

other than an automatic licence, | regret that

it is not possible for any assurance to be given
as the matter is one entirely for the respective
Licensing Authorities, having view to the public
interest, with right ‘of appeal to the Transport
Appeal Authority. “Full opportunity would be

given for representations to be made by or on

behalf of the applicant and considerations such |

as those set out in your letter would be given the
fullest weight.

Yours faithfully,
H. B. SMITH,

Commiisionerof Transport.

CONTROL OF PESTICIDES
©

The control of pesticides during the

coming spring months was given
urgent consideration at the Executive

meeting held in Invercargill on July
23rd. Present at the meeting by
arrangement were Messrs A. M. W.

Greig (Director of Horticulture), T.

being taken to

“THE INDIAN
official organ of the All India Bee-
keepers’Association. 15/- per year

Address:

ee N.Za BEEKEEPER
|

ti

S. Winter, -T. -Palmer-Jones, I. W.

Forster, G. E.
_ GumbrellandUR.

Davidson.
oe

Mr Greig nee that. the Dew
cultural.Chemicals Bill would pro-
bably be effective from the beginning
of next January, and the Regulations
under the Act should be ready by that

date. In the meantime the permit
system covering aerial applications
had been discontinued. Action was

disseminate educa-
tional propaganda to prevent damage
to bees duringthe next few months.

-

Gumbrell quoted
—

instances
et conflicting propaganda had

been issued, sometimes prejudicial to

beekeepers, ‘andmembers were unani-

mous that the re-introduction of the

permit system, at least for aerial
applications,. was essential to. safe-

guard the honeybees. It was also

vitally important that the apiary staff

should act as adjudicators in the

issue of permits|

if the best use of

pesticideswas to be obtained.
In reply to questions Mr Gre

suggested’that any move to hasten

the passing of the Agricultural
Chemicals Bill could not be relied

upon to cover the period of the spring
months. He also thought it imprac-
ticable to introduce a permit system
to cover. ground applications in the

immediate future. :

After a general deaccionit was
decided to urge the re-introduction of

permits for aerial applications in the

meantime and to ask that Mr Forster

be made available for the work of

approving such permits during the
vital spring period. Telegrams re-

questing immediate action in this
direction were accordingly dispatched
to the Minister of Aviation and the

Minister of Agriculture, and _the
Executive agreed to press for at least

the same measure of tee as

was provided last
year:

a

BEE JOURNAL,”

-

(International Money Order).

Ramgarh, Dist. Nainital,U.P., India.
|
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OPOSSUM POISONING

Mr R. V. Glasson reported to the

Executive meeting that baits of

poisoned jam were now being exten-

sively used both by the Forestry De-

partment and by individuals in the
campaign against opossums on the

West Coast. Members remarked that

the destruction of opossums was to

the advantage of all, but it was agreed
that the method outlined would con-

stitute a serious danger to beekeepers
at certain times. It was decided to

take up the matter with the Depart-
ments. of Agriculture and Forestry to

see that the proper precautions be

taken.
.

INCREASEDFLYINGFOR
AGRICULTURE _

Figures showing a continuation in

the growth of agricultural aviation
are given in the annual report of the

Aviation Industry Association of New

Zealand.

In aerial top-dressing hours flown

during the 12 months ended March

31, 1956, were 19.77 per cent. greater
than in the previous 12 months; the

number of flights 8.17 per cent.

greater; the weight of fertiliser

spread 45.15 per cent. greater; and
the area treated 38.4: per cent.

greater.
Increases over the previous year’s

figures for aerial spraying were:

Hours flown, 25.68 per cent.; number

of flights, 56.32 per cent.; quantity
distributed, 71.4 per cent.

In aerial top-dressing the hours

flown and the number of flights have

not increased in the same ratio to

the work done as they have in aerial

spraying because in aerial top-dress-
ing there has been a marked change
from light to medium aircraft, carry-

ing more material with fewer flights.
For spraying light aircraft are still

principally used.
|

The statistics for aerial top-dress-
ing in the year ended last March 31

are:—Hours flown, 79,747; number
of flights, 1,555,310; tons distributed,
404,988; acres treated, 3,853,169;
number of operators, 56;. aircraft

engaged, 303. | a
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In spraying 1505 hours were flowy’
7850 flights made, and 374,811 gallong
distributed. 7

HELP FOR PAKISTAN

Eighteen specially selected breedep
queen bees from three of New Zea.
land’s leading beekeepers have beey
sent to Pakistan to form the basis of
a breeding programme there. They
are to be used in attempts now bein
made to improve honey production jp
the North-west Frontier Province to
supplement the food supply and to
provide for adequate pollination of
agricultural crops.

The queen bees were sent 8700
miles, by air, each queen having an
escort of 30 worker bees, Special food
was provided for the whole journey
and arrangements had to bemade by
the Department of Agriculture, which
supervised the shipment, for express

delivery.
This assistance to Pakistan under

the Colombo Plan is only part of the

help being given by New Zealand in

improving beekeeping in that country.
Apiary material is also being sent,
and this includes a working model of
a saw bench for the manufacture of

hive parts which was built by C. R.

Paterson, Department of Agriculture
Apiculturist, with special attachments

designed by A. W. Bennett, Depart-
ment of Agriculture apiary instructor,
Hamilton. A set of projector slides

illustrating methods of manufacture,
a wax cappings melter, and a com-

plete mill for manufacturing wax bee
comb foundation have also been

assembled in Wellington for dispatch
to Pakistan by the technical assistance

unit of the Department of External
Affairs.

NEW INSECT KILLER

The United States Food and Drug
Administration has approved for use

on 11 crops a new type insect killer

which is absorbed into a plant through
its leaves or roots and makes the

whole plant poisonous to the insects.

The tolerance limit set for use of

the new chemical is so low that a

human could conceivably drink the

spray solution without harm. Truck
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gardeners, orchardists and other com-

ercial growers are receiving first

eliveries of the chemical, which will

ot be available to home gardeners

ntil officials are satisfied it can be

pandledat home safely.

The use of the chemical under strict

THE N.Z. BEEKEEPER 1g

quantity and method of application
limitations was approved for use on

apples, broccoli, brussels sprouts, cab-

bage, cauliflower, musk melons,
oranges, pears, potatoes, strawberries

and walnuts.
,

om

- CONFERENCE REPORT
The 1956 Dominion Conference was

peld in Invercargill:on July 24, 25

gnd the President (Mr E. D. Wil-

jiams) was in the chair.

A letter was read from the Hon.

Kk.J. Holyoake (Minister of Agricul-—
ture) apologising for his absence and |

wishing members a _ successful con-

ference. .

.

The Mayor of.Invereargill (Mr <A.

yp.Adamson) welcomed the visitors to

the city, and the Conference was for-

mally opened by Mr C. V. Hartley,
immediate Past-President of the

Federated Farmers, Southland.
The Conference was then addressed

by Mr A. M. W. Greig (Director of

the Horticulture Division) and Mr E.

A. Field (Chairman of the Honey
Marketing Authority). In these talks
the work of the Horticulture Division
and the Marketing Authority during
the past year were surveyed in some

detail, and members were given a

comprehensive picture of the present
position in the industry.

The Annual Report and Balance
|

Sheet were then read, and after some

discussion were adopted.

Remits
Remits from Branches: were then

brought before Conference, and the

following decisions were made:—
Journal: “That the free issue of the

Journal to non-members be discon-

tinued and that it be made available

mly at not less than the cost of pro-
duction plus postage.” Speakers con-

tended that the Journal was a more
fective organ when its circulation
tovered all producers, and that the

blayment to the Association from seals
tevenue was to some extent a contri-
bution from non-members. The
hotion was lost.

There was an attendance |

of about sixty members and delegates
_

Honey Grading: “That where honey
is tested for specific gravity the figure
should be stated as a guide to sup-

pliers.” Carried.
—

,

Honey Grading: A remit from
South Canterbury asking for pay-
ments to be made on a strictly pro

rata basis was amended to read,
“That it be a recommendation from

this Conference that the Marketing
Authority prepare a report for next

Conference showing the comparative
realisations from sales of different

grades and colours,” and in this form

was carried.

Contracts: “That Conference re-

commend to the Honey Marketing
Authority the abandonment of the
contract system.” Serious anomalies
in the contract system as at present
operated were pointed out, but a num-

ber of speakers supported the general
principle of contracts as a factor in

securing steady supplies to the Au-

thority. The remit was lost. |

Freight: “That . beekeepers. be
debited with freight to the nearest
port only.” Lost.

©

|

Packing Plant: “That as the honey
packing activities of the H.M.A. ap-

pear to be comparatively uneconomic
this Conference recommends that a

packing division be not included in
the new building.” In the discussion
on this remit it was argued that
changing circumstances might call for
a resumption of packing at the depot
on an extensive scale, and the motion
was lost.

—

_Inquid Honey: “That the Honey
Marketing Authority accept a per-

centage of a supplier’s honey in a

started form.” This remit was de-

signed to assist producers in areas

where slow granulation delayed the
forwarding of honey to the pool. It
was pointed out, however, that the
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YOUR HONEYIS GOOD BUT MODERN SELLING
_ DEMANDSAN ATTRACTIVEPACK BRIGHTER PRINT

MONO CARTONSARE YOUR BEST SALESMAN

~» -* BOESYOUR DESIGNSELL YOUR HONEY?

at FULL‘PARTICULARSone iW aor
7

|

MONO(NZ) LTD.,
"FOLEY BROS.(HL)LTD.seanoonHOUSE,

|

HIGHWAYSCORNER, PANMURE, AUCKLAND:

 FEATHERSTONSTREET,WELLINGTON.
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expenseto the Authority in handling
liquid honey could not be justified and

|

it was suggested as an alternative

that a system of advance payments
would be satisfactory. The remit was

lost.

Containers: “That this On eae
draws attention to the increasing cost

of cases and tins and requests the

Marketing Authority to take action
to have costs reduced or subsidised.”
Carried.

Finance: “That Conference request
the Government to provide finance for

the Honey Marketing Authority build-

ing at one per cent. through the Re-

serve Bank.” Members’ contended

strongly that the Government should

assist the industry in acquiring an

alternative building and urged that

funds available from the Marketing
Department should be

ee
for this

purpose. Carried.
Finance: “ThatGaievenesoppose

the recommendation of the Monetary
Commission to transfer the Honey
Marketing Authority account from

the Reserve Bank to a Trading Bank.”
Carried. .

Price Order: “That the Executive
take immediate action to obtain an

increase to 1/6 per pound for honey
supplied in customers’ own contain- —
ers.” Carried.

Price Control: “That Conference
desires price control on honey to be

retained.” There was strong opposi-
tion to this remit, especially on the
grounds that the operations of the

Marketing Authority were being need-

lessly hampered. At present the

Authority is unable to secure payable
returns from certain channels on the

local market. Other speakers feared

that the absence of a Price Order

would affect the stability of the price
level. On a_ delegates’ vote being
taken the remit was carried by 1090

votes to 427.

Price Order: “That in the event of

Price Control being removed from

Marketing Authority honey, that italso be removed from all other honey.”
Carried.

Price Order:
make an approach to the Price Con-

trol Division in order to revive the

case for an increase in the price of

honey.” Carried.

eradicating disease.”

“Thatthe Executive |
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Pesticides: “That it is imperative
that the Apiary Section of the De-

partment of Agriculture be the sole

arbitrators for the issuing of permits
for the spraying of crops with pesti-
cides as only those officers who have

a comprehensive knowledge of loca-
tions and _ seasonal conditions of

apiaries are capable of using their

discretion to the benefit of the farm-

ing community.” Examples were

quoted where permits had been _ re-

fused in cases where no danger to bees.

would haveresulted. The remit was

- earried,
The Director of Horticulture (Mr

Greig) announced to Conference that,
subject to Government policy, he

would. provide Apiary staff as re-

quired to control a permit system
during the coming season.

|

Marketing. Authority: “That in the

election for Chairman and Deputy-
Chairman of the Honey Marketing
Authority, the Government nominee
be ineligible to vote.” Lost.

Apiaries Act: “That the Apiaries
Act be amended to enable action to be
taken to control the dumping of honey

~

go that it is not
aecessible:to bees.”

Carried. .

Apiary Sites: “That Conference

urges the Minister of Agriculture to

introduce legislation to prohibit the
setting down of apiaries within a dis-
tance of one mile from established

apiaries.” Lost..

Part-time Inspection: “That a re-

commendation be made to the Minis-
ter of Agriculture to make sufficient

money available to extend the services
of part-time Inspectors with a view to

Carried.

Assistance for Instructors: “That
the Government be approached with a

view to providing a new appointee
with the same financial assistance for

housing as Instructors on the per-

manent staff.” Carried.
Apiary Equipment: “That the Gov-

ernment be urged to make _ provision
in the estimates to enable experiments
to be carried out by experts.in the

-

Apiculture section of the Department
of Agriculture with a view to improv-
ing honeyhouse equipment.” Carried.

Research Officer: “That urgent re-

presentations be made to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to. have a
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Beekeeping Research Officer stationed

in the South Island.”
support of the remit contended that

the new responsibilities facing the

industry and the new problems asso-

ciated with pesticides and the pollina-
tion of seed crops called for active

investigations to give both farmers

and beekeepers up-to-the-minute in-

formation and advice. Carried.

Bee Breeding: ‘‘That since experi-
ments in artificial insemination have

not had the results hoped for, the

Department of Agriculture be asked

to consider the setting up of a

Departmentally-controlled queen-rear-

ing establishment.” Carried. The

original remit included the words ‘‘on
Stewart Island,” but this qualification
was deleted to allow consideration

being given to other sites.

Apiary Staff: “That the Executive

discuss with the Minister the matter

of providing every reasonable oppor-

tunity and facility to Apiary Instruct-

ors to qualify for the senior positions
of Supervisors, and finally Director

of the Horticulture Division.” This

remit was withdrawn after the meet-

ing had heard an explanation from

Mr Greig covering the present pro-
cedure in the Horticulture Division.

The usual channels of promotion are

open to all members of the staff.

Heavy Trucks: “That the Execu-

tive consult with others concerned to

have the speed limit revised on trucks

carrying H plates.” Carried.

Honey Mead:
°

honey in wines and mead to be offered

for sale be legalised.” Carried.

Visit to U.S.A.: “That Conference

again request the Department of

Agriculture to take the earliest oppor-

tunity of sending an officer to U.S.A.

to study at first hand methods of

apiary management and commercial

marketing of honey.” Carried.

Nectar-bearing Plants: “That the

matter of introducing honey-produc-
ing plants into New Zealand be

investigated by the Department of

Agriculture and the Forestry Depart-
ment.” Carried.

Pollination: “That Conference re-

quest the Department of Agriculture
to conduct experiments in pollination,
with the aim of determining statisti-

Speakers in

“That the use of —
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cally the value of bees and othe;
pollinating insects.” Carried.

Hive Mats: “That an improvement
in the cut and quality of hive matg
be investigated.” Carried.

Life Member
|

The name of Mr A. A. Lennie, of
Southland, was submitted to Confer.
ence with a recommendation from the
Executive that he be elected a Life
Member of the Association.

Mr Lennie received his training in
beekeeping at Ruakura after having
served in World War I. He joined
the National Beekeepers’ Association
in 1922—34 years ago—and since then
has taken an active part in beekeep-
ing affairs and in promoting the
interests of honey producers. He was
for nine years President of the South-
land Branch and served for two years
on the National Executive. In 1923

he was appointed as one of the first
part-time inspectors in Southland and
he gave yeoman service by train and
cycle, at a time when almost every
second farm had a few hives of bees,
Although never a commercial pro-
ducer on the scale which is common

to-day, vet he was a typical com-

mercial beekeeper of his time, and it
was through the men with his indus-
trious and progressive outlook that
the industry has advanced to the posi-
tion it holds to-day.

|

Mr J. W. Fraser (Southland), in

nominating Mr Lennie, traced his
career in beekeeping, and. mentioned
his personal attributes of. integrity
and perseverance. He added that Mr
Lennie’s election would be a fitting
tribute, in the anniversary year of

the Southland Branch, to the vision
and fortitude of the industry’s pion-
eers in the south. .

The nomination was seconded by
Mr W. T. Herron (Gore), and other

speakers who supported the nomina-

tion were Messrs L. F. Robins, W. W.
Nelson and E. A. Field.

Mr A. A. Lennie was then elected a

Life Member of the Association, amid

acclamation.

In acknowledging his election Mr

Lennie referred to the earlier days
and mentioned some of his memorable

experiences. “‘Every member has a

duty to the industry,” he said, “and I

have done no more than any member
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should have done.”In thanking the

Conferenee he extended his best

wishes to the Association and to the

industry. |

Electionof Officers
There were two nominations for

the office of President, Messrs J. W.

Fraser and E. D. Williams,and on a

pallot being taken Mr Fraser was

declared elected.
Mr Williams congratulated Mr

Fraser on his election and expressed
his confidence that the new President

would ably fill the position.
Mr Fraser then thanked the Con-

ference and expressed his indebted-

ness for the experience he had had

under Mr Williams’ leadership.

The Beaune
elections were then
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held, and officers for the ee.
are as follows :—

President: Mr J. W. Fraser.
Vice-President: Mr E. D. Williams.
Executive: North Island—Messrs

W. I Haines’ and J; °D. Lorimer:
South Island—Messrs H. Cloake and
G. E. Gumbrell.

Auditors: Messrs Moir, Campion
and Mason were re-elected. ©

The Conference closed with a vote

of thanks to Mr A. M. W. Greig and

Mr T. S. Winter and other: officers of

the Horticulture Division for their
—

assistance during Conference week, to

the Southland and Gore Branches for

their hospitality to visitors, and to

all who had helped to make the 1956

Conference a success.

| HONEYMARKETINGAUTHORITY
ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN, MR E. A. FIELD, AT THE DOMINION

CONFERENCE

y

|

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since my last report to Conference the Hens en atone,
has had another successful year and has made substantial progress in

setting up its own establishment.

During the year an election of producer members took place and we

lest the valued services of Mr R. Davidson. He was not slow in letting us

know when he disagreed with the decisions of the other members but he did
so in good spirit and the Authority has placed on record its appreciation of

his services during his term of office. I would like to take this opportunity
of acknowledging the helpful contributions made by his successor, Mr T.

E.. Pearson, in our deliberations.

At the last Conference you passed a number of resolutions concerning .

the activities of the Authority. These were all given careful consideration

and most of them have been agreed to and carried into effect. You may be

assured that any further recommendations made by- this Conference will be

given the same careful attention. I think the history of honey marketing
in the last decade would have been to the greater advantage of all producers
had more notice been taken of the resolutions of your Conferenceand the

recommendations of your Executive throughthese years.

Production

You are aware that the 1954-55 season was a heavy production year.
For the year ended 81st August, 1955, we received a record quantity of

2206 tons of honey, this being almost "doublethe previous year’s supply.
The present year started off with considerable promise and contracts were

received for the supply of 1858 tons. With normal receipts from non-

contractors a supply in excess of last year’s record was anticipated.
Unfortunately the season did not come up to expectations, the South Island
in particular being badly hit by prolonged drought conditions. The quantity
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supplied up to 30th June of this year totalled 1614 tons. This is much
better than was expected taking the drought conditions into account, ang
it is in fact the second highest quantitv received in any one year by this

Authority or any of the previous marketing organisations.

We have granted concessions to a number of contractors who were
unable, owing to adverse production conditions, to fulfil their contracts,
These concessions were conditional on the contractors concerned supplying
to the Authority the whole of their production with the exception of sales
te consumers at the apiary. In view of our experience this year I am

beginning to doubt whether it is wise to continue the contract svstem. [|
note that this is on the agenda for discussion by Conference and I shall be

very interested to hear the arguments for and against.

Export’Marketing
The agency arrangements with Messrs Kimpton Bros. for the U.K. and

European markets have continued to work very satisfactorily and the.

agreement has been renewed for a further. period. In negotiating the

ecnditionsfor renewal the Authority decided not to ask for guaranteed
minimum returns. Provision has been made for certain incentive payments
to our agents, but they willingly agreed to accept a lower rate of remunera-

tion than was paid under the previous agreement. Small quantities of

honey are being sold to Singapore, Australia, India and other countries and
a

oe
eful watch is being ED e for satisfactorymarkets in

any part of the
wor

Overseas prices are continuing at a satisfactory level, although there

has been a slisht drop in the last few weeks. Our best honies are selling
at 150/- to 155/- per ewt., C.I.F., and the lowest grades are realising
approximately 30/- per ewt. less than these figures. The slight falling
tendency in prices is not sufficient at the moment to cause us concern.

|

For the year ended 31st August, 1955, 1809 tons of heney were exported
to the U.K. and Eurone, the comnarative figure for the ten months of the

current year up to 30th June being 1070 tons.

Arrangements have been made by our agents for suitable bottling firms
in the U.K. to pack N.Z. honeyunder the Imperial Bee label. The Authority.
receives the current bulk price for this class of honey. Messrs Kimpton
Bros. advised recently that approximately 100 tons of honey have been

packedunder this procedure.
|

LocalMarketing
The Authority ee continued to blend and sell Imperial Beehoney on

the local market. Sales were made principally in the Auckland Province

and the volume of sales for the current year has been maintained at the
same level as the previous year. It is not economic to extend local sales

outside Auckland as with added freight costs the nett return we would
obtain would be lower than we receive on the export market. I think it a

pity your Executive did not support an application for the ee of price
control. For too long producers have not received their established costs of

_ production plus a fair return for their investment. We should not have to
'

sell honey at under cost of productionin New Zealand whenHigherprices
can be obtained overseas.

|

Dance
In an effort to gee Hecheepers and at the same time encourage the

supply of honey to the Authority additional depots were opened during the

year at New Plymouth, Timaru and Invercargill. It is our intention
wherever possible to arrange overseas shipments direct from these ports.
A satisfactory depot was not available at Bluff.

7
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Seals Revenue

The Seals levy is being collectedat epeecee the same rate as in

previousyears, the amount for ten
beers up

to S0thhaere 1956, shee£13,850.
Cases of seals evasion are still: comingto our notice a it has been

necessary for us to refer some of these to our Solicitors for appropriate
action. The enforcing of the seals regulations is a most unpleasant duty
for us and I urge all beekeepers concerned to carry out the regulationsand
thus save the Authority any unnecessaryeapense.
Premises

At the last Conferenceyou éatvisaa remit to the effect that the’
Authority should acquire premises:in Auckland. The Authority agreed
with this decision and has purchased-a suitable site in Parnell approxi-

mately three-quartersof a mile from the Auckland wharves and railway
station. The Building Controller has granted us permission to build and
the Architects have completed the working drawings and specifications for.
our new factory. It has been designed principally for the assembling and

storing of honey but at the same time provision has been made fcr grading
facilities, blending and packing operations and office accommodation. The

total cost of these premises is likely to be higher than anticipated a year or

so ago, but bearing in mind the steady expansion of the industry, the low

cost of the building section and the future of Auckland city it cannot be

denied ‘that this will ae a great asset as soon as erectedand also”in the

future.

PinancialPosition
In accordance with the provisions of the Primary Products Marketing

Act, 1958, we are required to submit an annual report to the Minister of

Agricultureon the proceedings and operations of the Authority for the

previous 12 months. The report for the year ended 31st August, 1955, has

been duly submitted to the Minister and arrangements. are being madefor

it to be published in the “Beekeeper.” The annual accounts of the Authority
will be published at the same time. It will interest you to. know that since

the last balance date we have paid £30,000 off our debt of £101,759 owing
to the Government for stocks of honeyos packing materials taken over
when we assumedoffice. i

Obituary _
It is probably not ‘aigalto:refer to the death of an iedividueallin a

marketing address to your Conference, but I must make reference on this

occasion to the passing of Mr John Rentoul. His loyal and able service to

the problems of marketing in New Zealand and overseas over a long period
of years will ever stand as a living memorial to him in the beekeeping

industry. His wide knowledge and sound advice manebeen a great meeto me and many othersin the industry. |

General

My report would not be completeif I did notpele mention of fie
continued interest and assistance the Authority has received from the

Right Hon. K. J. Holyoake and the officers of his department. Their

knowledge and interest are much appreciated and are of greatassistanceto

us in our discussions and actions.
- Our Manager, Mr Chudley, has carried out his: dutiesfaithfully and

well, and to him I would like to extend my personal thanks for his loyalty
and assistance as well as the thanks of the members of the Authority.
When Mr Chudley was appointed he was a good accountant; he has since

applied himself to learning about honey, beekeepers. and. the industry
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generally and is today better fitted to deal with our special problems.
The Honey Grader and the members of our office and factory staff are

deserving of praise for handling
a large crop of honey under congested

conditions.
My thanks are also ded to those members of the Authority who

have continually helped me not only in meetings:but in keeping producers
acquainted with our progress.

1 hope I am not exceeding my privilege while addressing your
Conference to say that I believe many producers are being too parochial in
their outlook concerning the industry. The members of the Honey Market-

ing Authority are elected not only to sell honey at the best price possible
but at the same time to build on sound foundations for the future. When
you consider the record amount of honey handled by us in the last two

years, the plans made for the future and the fact that we have given you

the highest nett return you have hadfor honey exported I think I can clain
our record is good. You and members of the Authority have a good deal at

stake in the honey industry. Let us take a lesson from the bees—workand
pian each io the commongood of all.

REPORT TO MINISTER
15th June, 1956.

The Right Hon. K. J. Holyoake,
,

a

Minister of Agriculture,
Parliament Buildings, eee

Dear Sir,

I have pleasieein ernie: tc you ite second Annual Reporton the

proceedings and operations of the New Zealand Honey Marketing Authority.
This report, covers the transactions for the year ended 3ist August, 1955.

ContractwithSuppliers—

Producers demonstrated their support of theAeetion by contracting
to supply increased quantities of honey, uateee figures for 1953-54
and 1954-55being as follows:

1953-54
|

1954-55
o2, INOrth Island Seema

geno pees 349 tons 737 tons

South Island 00 2.0 un 449 tons 452 tons—

798 tons —-1189 tons

HoneySupplied to Authority.
Production of honey took place at a high ical during the year ad a

record quantity was supplied to the Authority. The bulk of these supplies
came from the Auckland province and included 267 tons of Rewa Rewa

honey, a honey which in previous seasons was difficult to sell.

The quantities suppliedduring the last two seasons were:

1958-54... 1125 tons 1954-55 ..... 2206 tons

Marketing
The Authoritypanel to Denahoney under the tradename Pinioenel

Bee” for sale on the local market, and in addition small quantities of this

pack were sold overseas. Sales in New Zealand of both packed and bulk
honey during the year totalled 283 tons; 1809 tons were exported to the

eee Kingdom ao Kurope and 28 tons to Singapore, India and other
countries.
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In December, 1954, an agency agreement was entered into with Messrs

Kimpton Bros. (Red Carnation) Ltd., London, for this company to act as

the Authority’s sole agent for the United Kingdom and the Continent of
-

Europe. The terms of the agreement provided for certain guaranteed
returns and the division of any additional prices which might be received.

Honey which did not come under the guarantee was to be sold on a straight-
out commission basis.

Shortly before the agency discussions took place Messrs C. & E. Morton

Ltd., who had for a number of years packed honey in the United Kingdom
for the Marketing Division and later for the Authority, decided to cease

their honey packing operations. The arrangements with this firm involved

the blending of honey in New Zealand.and packing into bulk containers and

the reheating and repacking of the bulk supplies in the United Kingdom.
These operations had proved to be extremely unprofitable and it was decided

that all future consignments would be shipped without blending or

repacking in New Zealand. At the same time the value of the “Imperiai
Bee” trademark was recognised and our new agents agreed to make

arrangements with suitable bottling firms in the United Kingdom to

purchase our honey in bulk, repack it at. their own expense and sell it under

the “Imperial Bee’’ label.

The agency arrangements worked very smoothly. Our agents were

able not only to dispose of all honey made available to them (including the
Rewa Rewa honey referred to above) but also to effect sales on a higher
price level than existed previously. Owing to the buoyancy of the market

they very generously agreed after the agency had been in operation for a

a
months to accept a smaller share of the excess over the guaranteed

returns.

Seals Revenue

The levy on honey sold by beekeepers who elected to serve local markets

remained at approximately the same level as the previous year. The seals
revenue for the two years was as follows: .

1958-54... £15,893 1954-55... £15,377

Depots
During the year new arrangementswere made in the South Island for

the receipt and storing of honey and I would place on record the Authority’s
appreciation of the valuable services rendered by Messrs Spencer & Dunkley
Ltd., at Dunedin; Messrs Horton, Bidwell & Co. Ltd., at Christchurch; and
Messrs Greenhill & Co. Ltd., at Greymouth.

The policy of effecting alhipmentsdirect from the South Island depots
te overseas markets was carriedout wherever possible during the year.

Payments to Suppliers
The advance payment on graded honey, which had been eeaeecdto 8d

per lb. pro rata for the 1953-54 season, was restored to the previous figure
ot 9d per lb. pro rata, and the advance payment on Manuka honey was

increased to the previous amount of 7d per lb. The final payment for the
season was fixed at 34d per lb. for graded honey and 22d per lb. for Manuka

honey. These final payments were not quite covered by the revenue received

during the year, but as the overseas market had shown a considerable

improvement during the latter half of the year it was considered reasonable
that some additional benefit should be passed on to suppliers. The maximum

price paid by the Authority (ie., for top quality honey supplied under

contract) was 1/1 per lb., an increase of ?d over the previous period. The
total payments by the Authority averaged over the whole supply worked
out at approximately 11d per lb. This is

epee
2d per lb. less than

the estimated cost of production.
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Annual.Accounts

Copiesof the Annual Accounts and Balance Sheet are attached. These
_ disclose a balance of £67,326 in the Honey Revenue Account and a balance

of £18,599in the Seals Revenue Account. In view of the improvement in
honey prices overseas it was decided to increase the stock valuations at the
end of the period to cost or market value whichever was the lower. This
involved the writing up of these stocks by approximately 38d per lb. and

resulted in a corresponding increase in the honey revenue. At the same

‘time provision was made for future fluctuations in stock values by trans-

ferring £28,000 to Stock Fluctuation Account. The Appropriation Account

has been chargedwith the final payment to producers, the amount involved
being £62,548.

After all the ae items are taken into account the Appropriation
Account shows a deficiency of £9,622. This amount has been transferred
te the Accumulated Fund, leaving a balance in the fund of £4,658. The

factory wages, rent and store expenses averaged out at approximately id
for each lb. of honey supplied, while the office salaries, overhead and

members’ expenses amounted to another ad per lb.

New Premises

During the year the Authoritydecided at the request of the industry
t> establish itself in its own quarters in Auckland. Extensive inquiries
were made throughout Auckland City and the suburbs and shortly before
the end of the financial year a very desirable site was located at Parnell

approximately three-quarters of a mile from the Auckland wharves and

railway station. The purchase of this property has since been completed
and the buildings on it which had previously been condemned have been

demolished. Arrangementsare now in hand for the erection of suitable

premises. |

Acknowledgments
On behalf of the Authority I miato express my appreciation of the

interest which you have always displayed in our affairs and the assistance

you have offered us. I ackowledge also the grading service and investiga-
tion work which the Department of Agriculture has continued to carry out

for the benefit of the Authority and honey industry as a whole.

Yours faithfully, |

E. A. FIELD, Chairman.

NICHOLAS’ HIGH GRADE —
COMB FOUNDATION

IS MANUFACTURED FROM THE FINEST OF PURE BEESWAX.
YOUR OWN WAX CONVERTED OR EXCHANGED. |

~~
GOOD STOCKS AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.
MY FOUNDATION IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT CONVERSION
RATES FROM MR. I. G. W. MUNCASTER, QUEEN’S ROAD,

PANMURE.WAX TO MR. MUNCASTER SHOULD BE SENT

TO THE ELLERSLIE STATION. |

FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO:

T. W. R. NICHOLAS
P.O. BOX 28 ::: PHONE 2368 ::: HAWERA
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~NEW ZEALANDHONEYMARKETING AUTHORITY
HONEYREVENUE ONT OSBYEAR ENDED31stSEs

Honey Stocks on hand 1/9/54 ae valuations |
.

at that
sate x. S d £ s d

New Zealand - eieeerer tues ee ee 72,718 12 4

OD VCC Ase are an a a ae 22,114 11. 7

Payments to Suppliers— —__—_—_—_—— 94,833 3 11

‘tiglePayments: 2° 2.0 oa. es eee 158,156 1 8

Colbtiracth:E reniums At 82 sLi ee ee 7,549 14 8

Ee 165,705 16 4

Freight and Cartage Inward 9. ees

|

1,969 11 0

Store Costs—
Rent, Refrigeration and Factory Expenses 5,016 1 8 0

Storage and Handling Expenses ...... __..... 1,129 0 8

Packing Materials wg a ae 6,485 3 1

Ne a ee ae et ks te ~—«m60871 8C

DebeeaiiGnon FactoryPlantand Tools . 638 5 7

Local Sales Expenses— |

 ———— 18,7381 8 7

ee Oeste ee ek 216 18 38

Freight and Cartage Outward. ass. 1,061 19 |

Export Eixpenses-— |

—_—_——_———_ 1,278 12 9

dmeolkanicsMaperigige te, SoUCacasee nu, 2,482 5 7
- Freight, Landing Charges and Cartage ...... 19,972 8 1

Comammission’254. ie: aka ens | eeace  acs ,621 16 11

Agent’s Incentive Payments .... _..... See ~—688,681«64:11
Packing Allowance ge tees 812 2 0

PUMISUIAMNCE r,s in ek ae. ean 645 6 5

London Administration & General enensed 637 5 10

Warehousing on a fee eee 245 17 5

Provision for Contingencies ....0 0.00 uu. 350 0 0

Administration—
_

——_——_——— 389,348 7 2

Office Rent and Services ww, es 8385 0 0

Printing: and «Stationery | 6.127 casts 196 138 2

el ee ae ee 5,544 8 O

General Expenses tees 593 211

Postages, Tolls, Telegrams and Cables ..... 405 13 1

PNGUVANCE.
"ink

oe 2 a Eg POR 310.131

Depreciation on Office Equipment ...... _...... 1416 7
:

Marketing Authority— —— — 7,900 6 10

Members’ Honoraria on, eee ee tte 1,200 0 O

Members’ Travelling Expenses Sepsis apa 903 5 5
|

Klection Expenses gee thes eg) osoe 1419 4
|

————— 2,118 4 9
Balance Transferred to Appropriation Account |

67,3826 7 7

£399,211 18 11
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Sales of Honey— £ sd  & sq
Local .... _.... = ee ee 43,3938 8 10

WXQOORG0thee fea 8eee 217,270 19 9
| —_——_—_—_——260,664 8 7

Tins and Cases .... 9 nn. sue ie eee
467 17 8

Exchange on London Remittances... _......

|

628 19 4

Honey Stocks on Hand 31/8/55
(at revised valuations)

.

INews Zealand: 05) (een eee oa 101,178 138 9

Overseas __...... Oh eee ee 36,276 19 7

—_—_—_———187,450 18 4

£399,211 18 11
—y

SEALS REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST, 1955
|

Uae ask a

Printing and General Expenses 9, ee nen 1,023 14 2

Grants to National Beekeepers’ Association of N.Z. (ine,ee 750 0 0

Grant-to Branch of National Beekeepers’ Association _..... De ee
Balance Transferred to Appropriaton Account ..000 0.00 wu. 138,599 19 8

|

£15,377 6 1

|

eae eS od

Seals Revenue ee ie eee Pte eee 15,377 6 1

£15,377 6 1

APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 81st AUGUST, 1955

. £ s d

Honey Suppliers: Final Payments .... 0000 ae 62,548 15 1

Stock Fluctuation Account—
Provision for Fluctuation in Stock Walllesieen le apres 28,000 0 0O

|

$90,548 15 1

Honey Revenue Account— | £ 3 d

Balance: Si ranSterred %<i455), fie ork te ae ee 67,326 7 7
_ Seals Revenue Account— |

|

Balance Transferred re re er eee 13,599 19 8

Amount Transferred from Accumulated Fund ..... __..... 9,622 7 10
|

£90,548 15 1
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st AUGUST, 1955

LIABILITIES

Unpaid Purchase Money— & s d £ s d

Balance Due on Freehold Property ..... 3,750 0 O

Sundry Creditors— |

a

Dept. of Agriculture—Honey Stocks ...... 97,629 2 0

Packing Materials 4,130 5 10

Mirage CrediO@rs 94 94.0 9-20 aac a, 2,888 13 0

Oneyaouppiers 4. 96. 2

2. 61,017 1 8

Provision for Contingencies ... 0... 350 0 0
——————- 165,515 2 1

Stock Fluctuation Account 00.00 eee 28,000 0 QO
Accumulated Fund as at 81/8/54 _—s=...._—asit.... 14,281

.

Sige

Less Transferred to Appropriation Account 9,622 7 10
—————— 4,658 15 3

£201,923 17 4

ASSETS

i
ss

& s d £ s d
Preenold: Premises! 4.9... en 5 cock an.

oe

3,800 0 0

Bank—
Reserve Bank of N.Z., Wellington ..... ........ 1,920 5 6

Bank of New Zealand, Auckland ...... _...... 5,787 12 2
—————_ 7,707 17 8

EIONCY.sSUOCKS) Minnt.t oe

So
ese 137,450 18 4

Packing Materials .....
Be TSE ew eat 2,175 2 8d

wlembonee EPOOls 2 ek ee ee 288 14 9

Office Appliances _...... ease eA
cre 7413 9

DUARIONGIN3 a ee ee 124 0 4

Sundry Debtors— 7

|

ese le ee ee 44,608 19 9
Oe ere CCOUtS oh a 5,693 15 4

————. 50,802 15 1

£201,928 17 4

W. H. CHUDLEY, A.R.A.N.Z., Manager.

The Audit Office having made such examination as was considered

necessary, certifies that in its opinion the above Balance Sheet and accom-

panying Accounts are correct.

C. R. J. ATKIN, Controller and Auditor-General.
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"TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF CASHING
_

IN ON TODAY'S TOP MARKETPRICES.

_ Don'tdelay — write tous NOW.

SHARLAND

CURRENTPRICES
FOR

B EESW Ax

IFYOU HAVE PURE, CLEANBEESWAX

stating the quantity available.

AND COMPANY LIMITED,
TAYLORS ROAD,

MORNINGSIDE,

AUCKLAND.
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DEPARTMENTOF AGRICULTURE
HORTICULTUREDIVISION

ADDRESS BY MR A. M. W. GREIG, DIRECTOR, AT THE 1956

DOMINION CONFERENCE

Mr President,

This year is a jubilee year for Southland because it is 100 years since

this city of Invercargillwas founded. It is also a jubilee year for Southland

beekeepers because it is 50 years since this Association was formed. |

It is therefore appropriate first of all to make a review of beekeeping
by decades for the past 50 years.

The first registration figures available are at March, 1918, when 4,474

persons registered apiaries with a total of 50,721 hives of bees.

By 1926 there were 7.100 apiaries and 99.855 hives

el oG. a » 8.500 - eso O00)
OA GHcaw

oe

eal Onan - lee ue a

», 01-5-55 ,, oe oo : » 180.409 _,,

held by 5,287 beekeepers.

So in the half century whilst the number of beekeepers has increased by
17% the number of hives they have operated has increased by 255%, or

more than 2% times. Today beekeepers with 30 hives and over operate159,618 hives, or 83% of the total hives in the country.
There is a definite trend towards consolidation of hive ides by

commercial beekeepers, and also a movement of many apiaries to the more

productive areas, where better grade honey is likely to be produced.

Production of Honey and Beeswax

The average annual production of honey and beeswax for the past five

years has been 5,180 tons of honey and 166.600lbs. of beeswax. The record

season was the one before last—that is, 1954-55—-when 7,000 tons of honey
and 245.000lbs. of beeswax were produced. This past season—1955-56—the
production was below average, final figures being 4,600 tons of honey and

—

161,000lbs. of beeswax. Very difficult beekeeping conditions were

experiencedin most districts due either to unsettled conditions or the

prolonged dry spell experienced in Canterbury and most of. Otago.

ocr ing
conditions were relatively better in this district—coastal

outhlan

For the year anne 29th February, 1956, the Departmental Honey
Grader, Mr R. S. Walsh, graded 34,470 cases of bulk honey, each case being
120lbs. net. This honey was received at the depots at Auckland, New

Plymouth, Christchurch, Greymouth and Dunedin, and was 9,138 cases more

than in the previous year. Bulk honey to the number of 1,286 cases could
not be exported because of its low specific gravity. The quantity of honey
which fails to reach the minimum grading standard is decreasingand was

only 4 tons last year—a considerable improvement on the previous year,
when 14% tons were rejected. |

Staff

During the past year a numberof transfers of Apiary Instructors has
taken place.

Mr F. Bartrum resigned to take up commercial beekeeping in Canter-

bury, and Mr L. A. M. Griffin was transferred from Hastings to

Christchurch. a

_

: —
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Mr S. Line, Apiary Instructor here at Invercargill for the past 73

years, was transferred to Hastings, and Mr D. W. A. Seal, from Greymouth
was transferred here to take Mr Line’s place.

West Coast producers will be pleased to learn we have now appointed
Mr R. G. Hobbs, of Palmerston North, to the position of Apiary Instructor,
Greymouth, where he hopes to take up duty on 8th October. Mr Hobbs has
had 23 years as a beekeeper, handled 1200 colonies, and for several years

was Chairman of the Manawatu Branch of the National Beekeepers’
Association.

An important step has now been taken by the Department in its

service to the beekeeping industry, in the appointment of Miss L. H.

McDowall as Botanist to the Horticulture Division. Pollen analyses of

honey were previously carried out to a limited extent by Miss D. B. Filmer

at Wallaceville and Mr W. F. Harris, then of Botany Division, D.S.LR.
Last year, Miss McDowall had a short period of training with Mr Harris,
who had just returned from a trip overseas during which he collected much

valuable information on the types of survey work undertaken in Switzerland,
France and England.

A comprehensive survey of the New Zealand honey-producing districts

has now been planned. This is necessarily a long-term project as the work

of preparing reference pollen slides, district plant lists with information on
-fiowering times, and examination of a number of normal honey types from

each area has to be done in addition to Miss McDowall’s other work on

horticultural botany and plant quarantine. An initial survey has already
been carried out in the South Canterbury-Central Otago district, and it is

anticipated that the amount of basic work required will decrease in the

remaining areas to be visited. As these surveys are completed, the Depart-
~

ment will be in a stronger position to assist the industry in overcoming
problems such as undesirable nectar sources, which may be wholly or partly
elucidated by the use of botanical methods.

|

In my opinion the most important staff move last year was the overseas

visit of the Bee Research Officer, Wallaceville, Mr T. Palmer-Jones. This
is the first time, as far as I am aware, that a research worker who spends
all his time on beekeeping problems has gone overseas and seen what his
associates on kindred problems are doing. Mr Palmer-Jones was absent
from New Zealand for eight months last year and in that period he visited

Italy, Switzerland, France, the United Kingdom and the United States. He

made some investigations on behalf of the Honey Marketing Authority, and
the Government appreciates the grant made by the Authority towards the
cost of these overseas investigations. Whilst in Britain, Mr Palmer-Jones
met a number of people I had met in 1952, including Dr. C. G. Butler, Head
of the Bee Department, Rothamsted Experimental Station, Harpenden, and
Mr Milne, the senior advisory officer to beekeepers in England. In addition
he visited Auchincruive, the West of Scotland Agricultural College in

Ayrshire, near Burns’ birthplace at Alloway, and these personal contacts
made his departmental report of particular interest to me. I have read
this report very carefully and I shall make frequent references to it in my
remarks today because it is my opinion that his visit was well worth while
and that he has brought back to New Zealand, not only techniques of use

to him as a research worker, but also practical hints of use to beekeepers
and to the Department’s Apiary Instructors. He attended a summer school
for beekeepers in West Sussex and a four-day course in Warwickshire for
the Apiary Instructors of the United Kingdom.

Advisory Work

During the past year, 114 lectures and demonstrations covering a wide

range of subject related to beekeeping were given by members of the apiary
section. Nineteen well illustrated articles appeared in the “Journal of

Agriculture” and 12 radio talks were given. In addition a two-day farm
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school for North Island beekeepers was held in Hamilton in August, 1955,
the theme being ‘Advanced Methods in Apiary Management and Honey
Harvesting.”

To investigate another local problem, Mr Palmer-Jones when in

Devonshire visited Buckfast Abbey, close to Dartmoor. There he met

Brother Adam, an efficient beekeeper who has specialised in producing
and extracting heather honey, which in many ways resembles New Zealand

manuka honey, especially in being difficult to extract.

Apidictor
One very interesting piece of equiment seen by Mr Palmer-Jones and

one which may have definite value to commercial beekeepers in this country
is the apidictor, an instrument designed by a sound engineer, Mr E. F.

Woods, of the British Broadcasting Corporation, which he claims will detect

preparations for swarming in bee hives. Every year commercial beekeepers
are involved in a laborious job dismantling and examining their hives

regularly in order to prevent swarming, as this weakens the hives, thus

reducing the honey crop. An apidictor consists of a microphone which is

inserted into the hive entrance and this picks up the special sounds the bees

make in a hive when preparing to swarm. These sounds, picked up by the

microphone, are relayed to the beekeeper through an amplifying and
-

gereening equipment, and thus the beekeeper knows which of the hives in

his apiary require attention. By arrangement with Mr Woods, two of these
apidictors are now in New Zealand for experiments this coming spring.
Ii successful I’m sure the apidictor will be of great value to commercial

beekeepers in New Zealand.

Inspection of Apiaries
It is pleasing to note that American foulbrood, the most serious bee

disease in New Zealand, is now reduced in the main honey producing areas

to less than 1.8%, and in some areas it was present in less than 3% of the

hives inspected. This situation is largely due to the policy of destruction

of diseased bees and sterilisation of the remaining hive equipment, combined

with the regular inspection carried out by Apiary Instructors and part-time
Inspectors. Four thousand five hundred and ninety-nine visits of instruction

and inspection for disease were made last year. This coming spring the

work will be continued, and the emphasis will be on those areas where the

disease is comparatively most troublesome.

Whilst on the subject of bee diseases, I must make reference to acarine..

_

This disease, regarded as the most serious of all bee diseases, is at present
unknown in this country. Without treatment a hive suffering from acarine
is certain to die in one or two years. We do not permit the entry of honey
bees into New Zealand from countries where acarine is known to exist, and
when queen bees are imported the attendant bees are dissected and

examined at Wallaceville for signs of the disease before the queens are sent

on to the importer. This system is normally perfectly satisfactory but is

not proof against an individual who deliberately sets out to evade it. If

all bee importers adhere to the existing bee quarantine procedure through.
the Wallaceville Research Station we may remain free of this disease for

an indefinite period. However, with the speed of modern fast air travel a

passenger could easily smuggle in a queen bee from Britain. One instance
of this type has already occurred where a queen bee had been brought in,
without passing through the quarantine procedure and had been established
for some months in a hive betore it was discovered and the hive destroyed.

Despite all precautions it is possible that acarine disease could be

discovered in New Zealand and it is vitally important that an eradication

campaign should have been prepared before such an occurrence and be

implemented promptly. Mr Palmer-Jones has discussed this subject
overseas and I should appreciate the opportunity to discuss departmental
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proposals with your Executive during the coming year so that we could

co-operatively tackle such a problem efficiently and promptly. Let me

emphasise again that with bee quarantine, and in the eradication of a new

and serious disease such as acarine, the co-operation of every person

interested in beekeeping is essential—first of all to keep New Zealand free
from this disease, and secondly, if it does occur, to eradicate it as promptly
as possible. |

Agricultural Chemicals

Whilst overseas we asked Mr Palmer-Jones to see how the increasing
use of agricultural chemicals toxic to honey bees was affecting beekeeping
in various countries and what steps were being taken to protect bees and

beekeepers. |

3

In Italy Mr Palmer-Jones reports that insecticides are becoming 4

-menace to bees and are being applied from the air.
:

In Arizona, U.S.A., bee mortality has been caused by dusting cotton,
lucerne and melons with insecticides. In Arizona the application of

insecticides is controlled by a board consisting of representatives of farmers,
university (research and advisory work) and the beekeepers.

In California last year, 4,000,000 acres were dusted with what they call

pesticides, of which 12,000 were registered.
As you know, samples of bees are occasionally sent to Wallaceville,

where the Toxicology Section determines whether or not they have died

through the use of agricultural chemicals.
7

The chemical analyses necessary are laborious and recently simple
biological tests using living creatures have been developed overseas with a

view to decreasing the time required.
.

These tests will not tell what particular poison killed the bees but

simply that they were poisoned. But they can be applied first and so.

prevent the chemist wasting time looking for poisons which do not exist.

Two of these new biological tests which Mr Palmer-Jones learned about
overseas depend on the use of crickets and shrimps. The use of the cricket
as a test insect for insecticides was first developed at Bures-sur-Yvette, the

bee research station about 18 miles out of Paris. There it was found that

very young crickets are best as these are extremely susceptible to all

insecticides which affect bees. This is the standard test now used in Italy,
where the crickets are fed with pollen suspected to have been poisoned.
Two crickets in turn are fed with the pollen and if both die it is held that
the pollen had been poisoned.

Another biological test which is regarded as an improvement on

crickets is the use being made in the United States with brine shrimps for
the detection of bee poisoning through the use of insecticides. Brine

shrimps have the advantage of being extremely easy to keep alive and being
very sensitive to insecticides. Bees suspected to have been affected by
insecticides are ground up, treated with certain chemicals, and then one to

three shrimps are added to the solution. If after two hours the shrimps
are unable to swim down in the tube or are dead it is considered to be

positive proof that insecticides were present on the dead bees.
|

Research and Experimental Work

To illustrate that research work is international it should be mentioned
—

that many French honeys do not granulate; when once heated they usually
remain liquid. They frequently contain excess moisture, rendering them

liable to ferment, and great interest was shown in the New Zealand work

done by Messrs C. R. Patterson and Palmer-Jones on removing such
moisture by means of a vacuum moisture extractor.

One of the strange uses being made of bees was seen in France—the
extraction of bee stings. A commercial beekeeper there spends the winter
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extracting venom from bee stings and sells it to firms making up prepara-
tions for treating rheumatism.In one season he removes 14 million stings.

|

Research

After visiting all these research and experimental stations overseas,

Mr Palmer-Jones makes a comparison between research facilities and the

value of the beekeeping industries in these countries and New Zealand.

Although both New Zealand and Switzerland have beekeeping industries

of approximately equal value, Swiss expenditure on beekeeping research is

estimated to be five times that of New Zealand.

In England at the Rothamsted Bee Department there is a staff of 20,

comprising 6 professional workers, an apiarist and 13 others. In Scotland

there are 2 professional workers and 1 apiculturist engaged in research.

The United Kingdom tonnage of honey is
ae

at only 1,200 tons, or

about one-fifth New Zealand production.
In New Zealand today bee research and beeninertalwork can be

said to be confined te 82 workers (1 research officer and 1 technician at

Wallaceville, $ horticultural botanist, Wellington, and 1 apiculturist at

Hamilton). This is inadequate by overseas standards and some increase

is necessary if the efficiency of the New Zealand beekeeping industry is to

be maintained and more time devoted at Wallaceville to diagnostic work

and treatment of bee diseases.

I know that the first question the Government will ask when a subject
such as this is raised is, What are the beekeepers going to do about it?

Is it your opinion that more staff time and money should be devoted to bee

research? If so, what is the National Beekeepers’ Associationprepared to

do in financing part of the cost involved?
|

National Diplomain Beekeeping
A few years ago I mentioned that I thought the time was ripe for the

institution in New Zealand of a National Diploma in Beekeeping. During
the past year in consultation with your Executive some real progress has

been made in this direction. It is now hoped that the Royal New Zealand

Institute of Horticulture will sponsor such a move. This institute is

authorised by statute to grant diplomas in horticulture, and the definition

of horticulture includes work in parks and reserves and nurseries, fruit

growing, market gardening and school gardening. If a small amendment

were made to the Institutes Act it could issue a diploma or certificate in

beekeeping. Working on parallel lines to the diplomas it has already
issued, authority would be sought for the granting of an honorary diploma
to beekeepers being persons of 40 years of age and over, who had practised
beekeeping for not less than 20 years. A fee of £2/2/- per applicant would

probably be charged, and I hope that in this Jubilee year, this proposal
will have the unqualified support of the National Beekeepers’ Association

and that it will encourage eligible beekeepers to applv for this qualification,
which may thereby become recognised as the hallmark of a qualified
practical beekeeper. The syllabus of subjects and examiners for the various

stages will be drafted by Mr T. S. Winter, in consultation with your

Executive, and I hope also that a reasonable number of younger beekeepers
who cannot obtain the honorary qualification, will study for the examina-
tions and sit each year.

I commend this move to the Conference for its favourable consideration.
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thats the way

HONEY SHOULD
LOOK!

... that’s the way

it always does look in GLASS
_.. SPARKLING...SMOOTH...MOUTHWATERING

?

WHATYOU BUY!
GLASS GOODS HAVE NOTHING
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N.Z. Glass Manufacturers Co. Pty. Ltd’s.
HONEY JARS (three sizes available) put the

3 ne ee “eye-and-buy’appeal in honey sales.
oe

Consumers prefer the after-use, ite aarneprovided by glass containers.

Retailers acclaim glass goods resistance to

climate, water, mildew and corrosion.

A good product DESERVES a GOOD ‘pack’
- and the BEST Honey ‘Pack’ is GLASS!

Full information from —

N.Z.GLASS

MANUFACTURERS

CO.PTY. LTD.

Great South Road, Penrose, Auckland.
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SOUTH AUCKLAND
Problems facing the beekeeping in-

dustry were discussed at the annual

meeting of the South Auckland

Branch at Hamilton. It is an historic

year in the life of the Branch which

recently celebrated its fiftieth anni-

versary.

There was considerable discussion

of the disastrous losses suffered by
beekeepers in the Canterbury district

as the result of the spraying of honey-
bearing plants by toxic pesticides.
The Dominion Conference, to be held
in July in Invercargill, is to ask the

Horticultural Division to investigate
the possibility of introducing nectar-

bearing flora into the country to

replace that being sprayed.

Several speakers referred to the im-

portance of the honey bee to the

country’s economy. The welfare of

the farmer and the orchardist, as well

as the grower of all seeds, it was

stated, depended to a large extent on

honey bees to pollinate their crops.

To-day in the Hamilton district

there were 32,000 hives and _ the

average annual production from the

area was 1200 tons of honey. The

Dominion’s production, it was stated,
should reach 8000 tons in a favour-

able season. Of this amount 1500 to

2000 tons had ready markets over-

seas, while the remainder was sold in

New Zealand.

THE EARLY DAYS

At the luncheon adjournment Mr

T. H. Pearson, the oldest member of

the South Auckland Branch, related
many amusing incidents in the life

of a beekeeper in the early days. Mr

Pearson’s father was the first presi-
dent of the Association and the

speaker read extracts from the minute

book as far back as 1908. He men-

tioned the problem attached to the

harnessing of a horse to a cartload of

wild bees and honey.

In the preparation of honey for
market in the early days the practice
was to extract the honey into shallow
vats and leave them exposed to allow
for evaporation to take out the mois-

ture. The honey was then packed.

CANTERBURY

Branch officers for the year 1956-57
are as follows:—President, Mr R. I.

Woods; Vice-Presidents, Messrs C.

Hill, J. K. Bray and T. E. Pearson;
Committee, Messrs R. Newton, P. R.

Robins and E. W. Elliott; Press Offi-

cer, Mr K. Ecroyd.

DUNEDIN CONVENTION

The Annual Convention of Otago
and Southland Beekeepers was held

in Dunedin on June 5th. At the busi-

ness session in the afternoon there

was a good and representative attend-

ance, including five visitors from Can-

terbury. Mr N. Glass was elected to

the chair, and in welcoming those

present he extended a special welcome
to Mr D. W. A. Seal, the new Apiary
Instructor at Invercargill. The meet-

ing also took the opportunity of send-

ing a telegram of good wishes to the

daughter of a well-known member,
Mr C. Griffin, of Woodlands, whose

wedding was to take place that day.
The speakers for the afternoon

were Mr J. W. Fraser, Dominion Vice-

President of the Association, and Mr

W. T. Herron, of the Honey Market-
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ing Authority. The affairs of the

industry were expounded at some

length and an animated and enlighten-
ing discussion took place on the vari-

ous matters raised.

their efforts.
—

The Convention concluded with a>

social evening, and the speaker was

Mr I. W. Forster. Taking “Pollina-
tion” as his subject, Mr Forster dealt

first of all with general aspects of

plant reproduction by pollination, and

later with the particular problems of

‘red clover and lucerne seed produc-
tion. The important points emerging
from the address were the growing
importance of honeybees in pollination
work and the need for more research

. beekeepers.

The speakers.
were accorded a vote of thanks for
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in this field to obtain the most effec.
tive co-operation between farmers and

The remainder of the
programme was taken up by two very
fine colour films presented by Mr BR.
T. Cloake, the first on ‘‘Beekeeping”

~and the second a travel film taken by
Mr Cloake during his recent trip over-
seas. Mr A. J. Shaw was in the chair,

The Dunedin Winter Show was of
-a high standard this year and at.
tracted a record attendance. The
Department of Agriculture staged an

attractive beekeeping display, but un-

fortunately there were only a few
entries in the competitive classes.
This was no doubt partly due to the
difficult season which had been ex-

perienced by honey producers.

—_—
— —

NOTES FOR BEGINNERS

By “Skep”’
|

The above diagram may be an open
book to some of you, to others perhaps
not, and so for those interested

enough to work things out, I have,
like a quiz, placed the answer at the

|

end of my Notes.

SEASONAL WORK

Preliminary
Within a few weeks it will be time

to: become active in the apiaries
again. A minor operation but very

instructive and important, is the par-
tial lifting of each hive to check the
stores. Those light in weight you
mark for priority inspection at the
first opportunity.

|

First Inspection
The first thorough examination

should take place about the second
week in September, weather permit-
ting, and there are quite a number of

things will need investigation.

Is there in the hive sufficient sup-
ply of honey and pollen? (Honey, at
least 30Ibs.).

Are there sufficient bees in the
hive?

Have combs deteriorated at all?

Is the hive queen-right?
7

Is the hive entrance clear of refuse,
to allow free passage in and out for
bees?

Is the hive itself in good condition?
Are repairs needed? Any replace-
ments? Painting, etc.? |

On this first inspection you will in
some way record all hives needing
immediate attention. Hives showing
no brood (queenless). Hives that
have only drone-brood, in patchy and

irregular form (drone-laying queen).
Hives with small number of worker-

bees, and showing only a frame or

two of brood, and that uneven in ap-
pearance (very poor or old queen).
For a temporary build-up give each of
these hives a frame or two of hatch-
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ing brood from _ good-conditioned
hives. _ ;

Important: About eight days after

this, inspect these combs for queen

cells, destroying any the bees may

have built, for if these cells are

allowed to hatch the difficulties of

requeening are greatly enhanced.

Meanwhile arrange to supply them

with a young laying queen as early
as possible.

Second Inspection
_ Now, particularly should the bees

be gathering honey, thus not inclined

to rob; bottom boards should be

cleaned by scraping off foreign mat-

ter; entrances properly adjusted;
surrounds of the hives cleared of any

surplus grass or serub; hives show-

ing shortage of stores give a frame of

honey; and the weak hives give a

further build-up.
©

Hive Increase

During the winter months you have
no doubt decided on your hive increase

for the coming season, and have made

up the necessary equipment for this

increase. If not started, or only par-

tially ready, I would adviseyou to

expedite this work as much as pos-

sible, as the months soon slip by.
Seasons vary rather much, and you do

—

not want to be caught in a condition
of shortage at a critical period.

Increase may be made by dividing
strong stocks early in the spring, say,
at the end of September, with a young

laying queen introduced into the half

which is without a queen. Alter-

natively strong hives may be split into

say four nuclei, and if created early,
and built up with occasional spare
frames of brood, and ample honey,
will each become strong enough for

—

the honey flow. Another method is to

procure packet bees by mail. When

buying queens or packet bees, it is

essential to make early application.

Honey Stores

At all times covering the spring
period it is most essential to have

ample supplies of feed in the hives,
right up to the time the honey flow

commences. But it is advisable to

control supply as it is needed by the

bees, for surplus feed in the hive
causes waste of stores, excess laying

ample stores,
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by ag queen at the wrong time, with

probability of unnecessary swarming,
just when you can least afford the
resultant loss of field bees.

_ Conditioning for the Crop
Your goal is, of course, a good

honey crop, and all your planning,
expense and labour over the year will
be of little avail if your hives have
not the needful abundance of worker
and young: bees, ready for the period
when the honey flow is likely to begin,
say by the middle of December. Dur-

ing the following six weeks, the mor-

tality of the bees is such, through
pressure of foraging, that the whole

- working strength is wiped out; hence
it is very necessary to have this
abundance of young bees at this

period, with ample hatching brood

backing up the great army o
work-

ers.

The order of noncomentlis thus:
The workers of from 10 to 15 days or

over do the foraging, the younger
bees have the duty of feeding the

grubs in the cells, all general house-

keeping, and baby-sitting so to speak.
As the field workers die off at a very

quick rate, the nurse bees then do the

field work, and their place is taken by
the erstwhilecell babies. |

You may count yourself a com-

petent bee master, and expect a good
return, if by early December your

apiaries show three-storeyed hives
well packed with bees throughout,

with from 8 to 15

frames of brood covering all stages
from egg to hatching bees.

Summarising September, October,
November:

SEPTEMBER: Early, quick pre-
liminary check-over.

Later, thorough inspections.
In suitable districts, if needed, pre-

pare for increase and productions of

young queens.

Adjust feed stores in all hives.

Check up on all gear to be used for
increasing and for honey crop.

OCTOBER: Continue inspection.
Requeen needy stocks.

|

Pay special attention to feeding.

NOVEMBER: Make special ad-

justment to have bees up to peak for
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honey flow, and super where needed.
-

Special care over food required to

keep hives at full strength.
:

Guard againstswarming,or loss of

strength in any way.

The Behaviourof the Honey| Bee

in the Field
|

Now revert my introductionand
the diagram, which demonstrates cer-

tain findings on the behaviour of bees

from C. G. Butler’s ‘“‘The Honey Bee,”
and will, I venture to say, probably be

news to most beekeepers, beginners
and experienced.

Consider the centre oblong to be a

hive of bees in a field, the line leading
straight up as runningdue north for

100 yards, the dotto be a tray contain-

ing bee feed, the dotted line indicating
the flight of the bees from hive to

tray, which. has’been in this north

position -for’ a few days, the bees

flying freely between hive and tray.
Should the tray ‘be lifted gently while

many bees are busy feeding, and car-

ried due east as illustrated for 100

yards, the bees, when they rise from

the tray, instead of flying diagonally
to the hive, will fly direct south for

100 yards, then not being able to

locate their hive, will make searching
flights in the form of a series of con-

centric circles of ever-increasing size,
interspersed with figures. of eight,
until they. eventuallyfind the hive.

Furthermore,if the dish, with the
'

bees upon it is removed from the

original point, and placed on the roof

of the hive itself, even so the majority
of the bees will fail to recognise their

own hive, and again fly off in a

southerly direction.
|

Eventually, of course, arnetever
direction the tray is moved, after a

period, the bees become accustomedto

the new position.

All beekeepers should be interested

in this behaviour of bees, particularly
the more advanced men, who use the

method of outdoor feeding in
menelation of their hives.

The really good old days were when

the Government lived within its in-

come and without ours.
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_ ANNIVERSARYDINNER
On the evening of the first day of

. Conference a Dinner was held at the
beautifully appointed Elmwood Gar-

dens to mark the 50th Anniversary
of the Southland Branch and the 21+
of the Gore Branch. Exactly one

hundred people sat down to the boun-
tiful spread, and Mr J. W. Fraser,
Chairman of the Southland: Branch,
was the Master of Ceremonies.

Regrets were expressed that Mr W.
Caldwell (Roslyn Bush), the oldest
member of the Association, was un-

able to attend. Mr Caldwell has kept
bees ever since joining the Southland
Branch.

The toast lst was:—

“The Queen”; ‘The National Bee.

keepers’ Association” (Mr A. A.
Lennie—Mr R. A. Fraser,Dominion

Secretary); “Gore and Southland
Branches” (Mr E. D. Williams—Mr
L. K. Griffin, Southland, and Mr W.
T. Herron, Gore); “Apiary Section,
Horticulture Division, Department of

Agriculture” (Mr J. W. Fraser—Mr
W. B. Bray, original South Island in-

structor, Mr T. S. Winter, superin-
_tendent, Beekeeping industry, and Mr

A. M. W. Greig, Director Horticulture

Division); “Guests” (Mr A. V. Hart-

ley, Federated Farmers, Mr J. L.

Grimaldi, “Southland Times”).
Items were given by Mrs N. Glass

and Mr L. Adamson. The accompan-
ist was Mr N. Armstrong.

BEESAT THE RACES

A swarm of bees took possession of

‘a tree at Woodend Racecourse and

caused the stewards to decide that

because of danger to horses and

riders, the race should be shortened

by half a furlong. None of those

concerned objected.

The race could well have become a

punter’s dream. Imagine the nag

we’d backed, instead of leisurely tail-

ing the field, getting a sting or two,

and hurtling on to win the race.

—‘Australian Bee Journal.”
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SOUTH AUCKLAND BEEKEEPERS
A GROUP AT THE FIFTIETH ANNUAL MEETING OF SOUTH AUCKLAND BRANCH
Front Row: D. Lorimer (President), E. D. Williams (Dominion President), T. H. Pearson

(oldest member), and F. D. Holt (Immediate Past President).
Second Row: W. Trownson, P. A. Hillary, W. Nelson, and H. Geddes.

Third Row: G. Hill, W. Ernest, G. Gow. J. Jay. J. R. Barber. and D. Carey.
Fourth Row: A. L. Pearson, H. Moffat, J. Hishon, L Baker, and T. Wheeler.

Fifth Row: , L. Holt, R. Goddard, C. R. Paterson.
Back Row: S. Wheeler, A. Deadman, K. Geddes, . A. R. Bates.
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‘NOTES FROM CONFERENCE

Invercargill turned on fine weather

for the whole of Conference
| week;

one or two mornings brought a nip
to the air, but it would have been

called pleasant weather in any part of

New Zealand. The city was still gay

with Centennialdecorations and there
was a festive note arising from big
football on the two adjacent: Satur-
days. In the first match Southland
overthrew their. traditional enemies’
from Otago, and in the second they
put up a brave showingagainstthe

Springboks.
* *e *

As for Conference week itself, it
was beekeeping week in Southland.
The local papers heralded the event

with generous headlines and gave a

day to day report of the business
done. Topical talks were given over
the radio by Mr J. W. Fraser (South-
land) and Mrs J. Horn (Central
Otago)—both experienced broadeast-

ers, by: beekeepers’ standards—and the

Hebateson two remits were recorded.
to provide material for use at subse-
quent farmers’ sessions. And Mr

E. D. Williams was the euest speaker
©

at the weekly meeting of the Inver-

cargill Rotary Club, his
one yombees and beekeeping.

: * / * *

| “Thecoi precedingGorter
was a momentous day in the south—
the closing of the Roxburgh Dam, the

halting of the river, and the filling of»
the lake. A few beekeepers joined
the throng which converged from all

points of the compass to watch the

stranglehold being applied to the

mighty Clutha. And there it was: the
dam looking neat and solid in its

finished state, the quiet lake half fill-

ing the gorge, the downstream river-

bed a series of long, still pools. No-

thing spectacular, not a word of

protest from the river, perhaps a

quiet smile at the feverish efforts oethe goldminers.
'

One such goldminer, one Doug
Hamilton, of North Otago, with more

than a passing knowledge of the

game, came well prepared, and de-

scended into the riverbed to make his

‘pile. During Conference week Doug
would produce a handful of sand and

draw attention, under a strong light,

present were
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to the presence of ‘theglittering metal

—a colour! Shades of Julius Vogel!,

* * *

Principal speaker.at the Anniver-

sary Dinner was Mr W. B. Bray. Mr

Bray is so well known to-day that it

is almost: unbelievable that he was

also one of the leading men of the

industry in 1908. In that year he

was appointed Apiary Instructor for

the whole of the South Island. He

was only 19 years of age, and Mr

Isaac Hopkins, the Government Apiar-
ist, was. reluctant to appoint a youth
of such tender years to the onerous

position. “Pmnot too young,” said
young Bray, “and anyway,‘Tmim-
proving everyday!”

* *

At an evening meeting during Con-

ference Mr T. Palmer-Jones showed a

series of colour slides with a commen-

tary on his recent visit overseas. The
illustrations showed life in many
lands, and especially the institutions

devoted to research in apiculture at

which Mr Palmer-Jones had studied

during the course of his trip. Those

impressed with the

amount of work being done to advance
the beekeeping craft, even in some

countries which are not prominent in

the commercial productionof honey.aR * *

A weleome visitor at the Conference
was the Hon. R. Hanan, Minister of

Health and Member. for Invercargill.
Mr Hanan was unable to be present
at the opening ceremony but attended

later and briefly addressed the gather-
ing.

Mr Hanan pointed out “nehhe had
some knowledge of beekeeping,and

certainly an interest in the work, as

he was a domestic beekeeper of over

twenty years standing. He felt sure

there was an interesting future for

the industry both in honey production
and in the service of seed fertilisation.
In this connection he urged producers
to stand by their organisation, which

was doing a great deal for their in-

terests by presenting the united and

authoritative viewpoint of the in-

dustry. |

_ * = .

Congratulations. to Mr T. J. L.

Broadley, of Paeroa, who travelled

perhaps further than anyone else to

attend Conference in an unofficial
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capacity. Attendance at meetings is
—

the acid: test of loyalty among mem-

bers, and Mr Broadley’s presence in
|

person, and. his contributions to the

debates, helped to make the Invercar-.

gill meeting a Dominion Conference.

It was a “matteron regretthat Mr
R. V. Glasson, after ‘serving con-

scientiously on the Executive since his

appointment nine months ago, felt

unable to accept nomination for the

coming’. year. Perhaps when_ the

Glasson. boys are a few years older

and Ralph.-assumes the role of
-

Director-in-Chief at the Glasson Api-.
aries he will have more time available

for Executive duties!

ee Pe os

A well-knownSouthlandneaiicernere:
Mr John Glass, made the best possible
use of his visit to Invercargill. After,
no doubt, a suitable period of recon-

naissance, John entered the hallowed

precincts:of Station 4YZ and-carried
off the radio announcer, Miss Mar-

garet Scobie. The engagement was

only a few hours old at the Anniver-

gary Dinner so the bride-to-be was the

~-gubject of an unexpected toast—and
one which was received with great

enthusiasm. In his reply John re-

marked that he would always have a

means of remembering the date of his —

engagement; but Mr Bob. Davidson,
who had calledfor the toast, corrected

him to say. that he would always have

a means of remembering the date of

the Dinner!

Margaret.

‘Best wishes to John and
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OURSOUTHERNPILGRIMAGE
|

We headed south to old Invercargill,
Not knowing what we might find,
But the countryside was looking delightful,

The weatherwas pleasant and kind.
_

Though some topics were serious and dangerous
And hot tempers at times to flames were fanned,
When the waitress threw a dish

of pears at the
President

We're assured that the assaultwas not planned.

We

eae the beekeepingpioneers of count
an

The hospitality and the speeches were fine,
Some quoted Shakespeare and Omar Khayyam,

Some. gave verse written by Sefton Line.

Bill Bray told us of his early experiences,.

And lots of famous beekeepers. he named:

How Presidents of the
Raton BeekeeeoisAsso-

ciation

Oftenwalk about naked and.‘quiteunashamed.

When one hard
alee

was a glass short for the

round,

Though their Peer we can hardlycondone,
It was not a bad suggestion from a ginger-ale

drinker

To use the mouth-piece of the telephone.

_

Maybe it was only coincidence

That on the very last night of the show

The porter got, the footwear all mixed up,

And didn't know at which door each should go.

Such. things are of course sent to try us,

Though hardly a position to make one enthuse,

It shouldn't worry a captain of industry
Going down to breakfast in two left foot shoes.

—''Box-Hive Bertie."

~HONEY TINS:
We can promptly supply your requirements.

ALL SIZES MAY NOW BE SUPPLIED.

Y,Gadsden & Co. Ltd.
P.O. Box 94, AUCKLAND; P.0. Box 14, PETONE;

P.O. Box 216, CHRISTCHURCH;P.O. Box 669, DUNEDIN.
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A PROBLEM

Here is a problem for the mathe-

matician, economist and philosopher.
It arises from the operation of a cen-

tral marketing organisation, compli-
cated by the seal levy, price control

‘and the contract system.
The subject was raised toward the

‘close of Conference when Mr T. F.

Penrose brought forward under “gen-
eral business” the following motion:

“That it be a recommendation to the

H.M.A. that honey be sold from the

depots to packers in areas where the

market is  under-supplied.” The

motion was ruled out of order, but by
general consent a few opinions were

aired before the matter was dropped,
and the following were among the

points raised :—
In some areas of low crop returns

(e.g., Canterbury) there may be a

shortage of honey for local require-

ments before the end of the year. In

such areas, however, honey is held at

present in the depots of the H.M.A.
Had it not been for the contract sys-
tem this honey might have been
diverted onto the local market, instead
of entering the depots. It is sug-

gested that the H.M.A. has a duty
to supply these areas, but that it

‘would be more beneficial to suppliers
to sell honey to packers from the

depots, and to collect the penny per

pound in seal revenue, than to pack
the required amount in Auckland and
pay freight to the districts concerned.

Some suppliers object on principle
to their crops being sold from the

depots to neighbouring producer-
packers, and it is contended that such

sales tend to skim off the best quality
honey, to the detriment of the over-

seas market.

What do readers think?

ROAMING ABROAD
WITH BOB CHANDLER

On the island of Trinidad there are

about 1000 hives owned by approxi-
mately 20 beekeepers. Crops vary

greatly, from one to ten tons per hun-

dred hives. The main sources of

supply are the logwood and mango

trees, which produce a dark honey
with a most unusual flavour for which

-

the Trinidadians have cultivated a

taste. All the honey produced is sold

locally, liquid, in glass jars. There is

a complete embargo on foreign honey
and consequently, since there has
been an exceptionally poor crop this

—

year,
jt

appears certain that. honey
will soon be very short in Trinidad.
The price is nearly the same as in

New Zealand.

I went up into the mountains ten

miles south of the Port of Spain to

visit the monks who live in the Mon-

astery of St. Benedict and who own

one-third of the hives on Trinidad.
The honey house was set in the most

picturesque surroundings high on the
side of the mountain overlooking vast

plains of rice, cocoa, fruit and sugar-

cane, which stretched away down

south to the famous lake of pitch and
the oilfields some 50 miles distant.

In one room of the honey house I

was amazed to see a large number of

44-gallon drums which are used for

storing honey! The problem of re-

melting is partly overcome by the

fact that the temperature never drops
low enough to set the honey really
hard, so that it may be poured and
scraped from the drums before going
into the electric melter. The extract-

ing methods are modern but packing
into jars and _ bottles with narrow

necks is still done laboriouslyfrom

the tanks by hand; labour is rela-

tively cheap. The standardof clean-
liness is very high.

A very good quality beeswax is

produced by a straining process which

culminates in the use of filter papers!
A bleaching powder is added to whiten
the wax, which is used to make the
large candles for the monastery.

There are no important diseases in

the island, which fact, together with

protection of the local industry, is

responsible for the Trinidadian. bee-
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keepers. opposing the importation of

honey. There is also very little

swarming problem, which I

surprising in view of the heat, al-

though requeening and early supering
are given a high priority.
bees are used. The main flow con-

tinues from February to August;
there is no winter as we know it—
only the rainy season which comes in

the, spring.
- Those New Zealand queenbreeders

who feel envious of a nine months’
mating season will be interested to

know that there is a certain bird, little
bigger than a sparrow, which has

developed a liking for drones and

queens, though it does not touch work-

ers. Believe it or not, when virgins
are ready to get mated an issue of

©

arms and ammunition is made from

the armoury to the staff, who then
_

take station to combat. the menace!
All in all, I spent a very pleasant

hour and a half which was completed
by the presentation of samples of

honey and beeswax and the savouring
of varieties of mead. I felt a strong
kinship for this monk, whose shirt
was so familiarly wet with perspira-
tion, as he placed the palms. of his

hands together in front of him, nodded
towards the Port of Spain and smiled
as he said, “You know, down there,
they think we just sit up here and

pray like this all day!” But it was

easy to see bv the pride he took in

his work that he was happy in his

knowledge of the truth. |

_ Gardener’slament: It will soon be

too hot to.do what it was too cold to

do during the winter.
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ITALIAN
QUEENS

1956-57
oo

PLEASE NOTE THAT I AM FULLY

a

BOOKED FOR OCTOBER AND AM

NOW TAKING ORDERSFOR
NOVEMBER.

Select
Quantity . Untested Tested Tested

i 9/- 13/- 16/-
2 17/6 25/-— 30/-
3 25/6 36/-—
4A BB/- AT/-
5 40/-. 58 /—

10
°&

#£F7/6 110/-
20 and over—150/- per 20.

Selected Untested, add 1/- extra per

Queen.

Breeders, £3/3/- each (when avail-

able).

Delivery October March.
Terms: Cash with order.

|

Cheques to have exchange added.

Telegrams, 1/- extra.

Orders over 20 Airmailedfree on

request.
Orders under 20, 2/2 extra.

Thedevelopmentof these Queens
extends over a period of 20 years,
resulting in the creation of a hard

working, high producing and ‘non-

swarming strain of gentle tempera-
ment.

Bred from disease-free hives under- natural conditions.
Apply to—

mallee|B). WHITE
Commercial Queen Breeder,

Box 32,
|

KAMO, NORTH.
H AUCKLAND
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MORE,VOLCANICNEWS

ByJ. RBarber,Pio-Pio)
Somemonths:ago the. Editorhad

an article entitled “Volcanie News,”
giving a visitor’s impressions on a

visit: to’ Ruapehu. This ' beekeeper
mentioned the fertile plains, and I.

wondered if he realised just what it

was that gave the purple glow, that

lasts so long into the winter, to the

countryside.
this National: Park region a number

of times, and had thought it abso-
|

lutely desolate, till the time arrived

in. early March to see the whole
countryside a glowing mass of

blossom, the famous. Scotch Heather.

It was a glorious sight, and although
as.sceptical as most beekeepers of 25

years experience of finding a bonanza,
I could not resist deciding then. and

there to try it out, and moved six

hives into it, much too late, but. was

able to secure a small sample - of

Scotch Heather honey, enough to’ show

how very different it was from the

average N.Zedder’s idea of it.

So by the following January, with

seven sites cleared and with permis-. .
sion from the Forestry Division

arranged, on New Year’s Day I
gathered 20 hives together,’
swarms and backward ones, and made

a\ picnic trip with the family to set
|

out the first site. The very: first of

the Ling Heather was in flower, with |

lovely clumps of purple Bell Heather

every here and there, and the bees.

could be seen at- work almost right
away. In. a week these hives had
nearly filled one half super with comb
honey, and .as: there would be plenty
of .blossom for ten.weeks I thought
one could not fail to secure a bumper
crop.

Alas,all that:glittersis “notgold;
the weather broke for a fortnight, but
nevertheless I moved 100 hives.at the

beginning of February. . They . were

stripped to. the excluder-and moved
in one storey full of bees and brood,
and I waited for results. The wea-

ther .could hardly have been _ better,
unless: Heather could be affected by
an. extremely dry: summer. Every
hive did about the same, one super of

comb. honey gatheredin the first fort-

night: after moving, then no force of

For I had been through

timental. attraction

‘Scots. .

mostly
—

bees to gatherany more. ‘Ttappeared
as though the bees had banged the

brood-nest full, preventing the queen

producing
|

more bees, or the queens

were worn out with a prior effort, or

it was just the natural thing to do at

that time of the year, or it was foolish

for an Englishman to try to make a

profit out of anything Scotch—the
Editor may know which, especially1if
the last item.

[We suggest getting somequeen.
|

bees:fromOtago!—Editor.]
‘The owedwas interesting. All of

it had a very characteristic. flavour,
for which one acquired a definite
liking, though at first taste one .won-
dered... It has. a very. full flavour, a

comb in a room will.fill the room with
a pleasant aroma. The blossom .and

foliage is dainty and extremely at-
tractive. It lasts, inside, for two

‘-moriths and has an indefinable charm
which makes one understand the sen-

it has for the

I am almost becoming Scotch

about it myself. The early honey
extracts with little trouble, the later

needs a pricker like our Manuka.

Unfortunately it.contains some: Rata,
which causes considerable granulation
in the comb, though the flavour of
Heather is-.so pungent. that it per-
vades all of it. The financial result

was not good; it was very interesting,
but the same work done in Autumn
requeening in my own district would

have paid better dividends..
So to the, next season, ‘and try

again. The wintering. was all right,
but the very late spring meant abso-

lutely regular feeding, one and two
combs per month till mid-November,
when they seem to manage. A number
were lost’ by not having an August
inspection—it is 80 miles each way

and I hoped for the best. There were

no swarming worries. The weather
was poor but the rain seems to have
helped, or perhaps it was no moving,
or all extracting combs. The majority

have gathered one super for extract-

ing, surplus, the good ones two, they
have had the minimum of. attention,
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just a spring inspection,thenregularfeeding. 7

The fertile plains—I wonton:I
went to bring home the first truck

load of honey to find masses of flame.

The Lands and Survey Department
were bringing into pasture the first

2000 acres and had fired it. My poor

bees, 20 hives nearly. reached by the

blaze. I saw a truck labelled Nat.

Park, and asked the man—I presumed
Nat. if he would lend me his axe to

cut a firebreak. He said he was in

an awkward position about it, and I

did not understand till he added that

if he had not got his axe they might
give him an extra twelve months. He

was from the nearby gaol at Wai-

keria. I said I would battle along to

save the honey, and this I did, but |

also moved all the hives to a small

spot denuded of vegetation by a flood.
I hope the fire did not get them; as

I write it is.raining in torrents, so

perhaps if the fire did not get them
the water will.

BEEKEEPER
:

plants go up in smoke.
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‘Theeerie convict sinner finally

said that if I was stuck to come out

again and they would help me, and
when I did come out I gave him g

large piece of burr comb, from which
he removed pieces for each of his ten
pals, and the last I saw of them they
were all licking at their pieces like
bears at the zoo. I once gave my
children dark comb honey for the
honey bears at the zoo. The re-

semblance was amusing, but the bears
ate wooden sections and all, which [I
doubt whether the men would have
done, so possibly civilisation leaves its
mark, after all.

I had a chat with the warder. He
told me they all had only short terms
to go, but since then one has escaped

and evaded capture for weeks. [
wonder if he was fortified by Scotch
Heather honey—what a food—Everest
climbingand all.

I was sorry to see the lovelywild
Here’s to the

fertile plains.
ea

A YEARWITHBEES

(ByF. A. Skinner,SouthOtago)
Last year I purchased 200 hives

from my brother, who now finds his

time fully taken up with farming,
and I was very keen to get the best
out of my bees. It is nice to be walk-

ing through a field and see one’s will-

ing workers gathering honey.

I received a bit of a set-back when
I checked them for foul-brood early
in the spring, finding twenty-five

cases. These hives I destroyed, sav-

ing only the boxes, floors and lids.
traced the source of contamination to

a wild hive.

I was a bit down on hivesnow so

I decided to do some increasing. I

had learnt from dabbling in queen
rearing that the bees are pretty good
at. managing their own queen rearing
affairs. |

|

Most of the hives were wintered in
three full depths, owing to being fed
with boxes of manuka honey. ‘This

increasing,was my procedure for

hardly according to the text books.

Every hive was split, or rather a. box
of brood was taken off each hive and

laid alongside the parent hive. The
queenless parts wasted. no time in

making themselves brand new queens.
These new hives were placed on old

super bags of which I have an abund-

ance from my father’s farm. I gained
sixty hives this way, more than mak-

ing up for my foul-brood losses.
—

-These nuclei were bundled on to my
old International truck and run out to
boost my stricken apiaries. I found
they were easily handled by gripping
either end of the sacks under the

hives. I stacked them on four high
and by the time I had roofs and lids
on I had quite’ a load.. The nuclei
were duly set in rows in their ap-
pointed places and set up as hives. —

In the shed a lot of manuka honey
had been accumulating for years.
Each nucleus received about half a

box of this honey and this brought
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them up to two storeys—they looked

more like hives now. After a few
weeks a dozen or so were not making
the grade so I doubled up these weak

ones.

You might be curious to know how

these new hives did, as the season

here in the south is considered too

short to give the bees time for a

puild up. I was hoping for a lateish

season to offset this, but as it turned

out the season was very early. The

pees were in good heart though and it

was not long before I had some im-

pressive skyscrapers. The _ season

was a very long one and the bees

seemed to be getting a bit of honey
right along. I believe in giving the

hives plenty of room as an encourage-
ment to the bees (and also it is good
psychology for the beekeeper, I

think). Two or three hives actually
reached the dizzy height of seven

| storeys.
- About the beginning of February
I. declared the season closed. I set

pots
in my armour, equipped with

fa hive-jack, smoker, hive-tool and

fifty odd bee-escape boards. I jacked
the hives apart down about two

storeys and slipped in my boards—
easier said than done.

Next morning I loaded up the old
15ewt. truck to capacity. The over-

load springs were hooped the wrong

way. Forty boxes were reckoned a

load, so I made two trips a day, one

in the morning and one after dinner.

All this honey was stacked in the

honeyhouse. After two weeks.I only
had narrow lanes between high boxes

of honey in which to manoeuvre in

the honeyhouse.
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At this stage I was all set to start

extracting. I gave my old stationary
engine the once over. She seemed to

have caught a chill or something dur-

ing the winter as she was lifeless. I

fussed over her for a day or two,
grinding valves, drying out the mag-

neto, cleaning out the carburettor;
still she had no compression—a rather

serious complaint. In desperation I

cut a new gasket; that worked the

hat trick. Then I had a serious bout

of belt trouble. I just couldn’t get
going for belts flying off. Every
known concoction of sugar, resin and
olive oil was tried. (My predecessor
used hot tar with considerable suc-

cess.) I condemned the power trans-

mission as poorly engineered. I

dreamed of V belts and pulleys and

after a bit of trouble made my dreams

come true. (By the way, an un-

realised dream is power in the honey-
house; maybe next season.)

At last I was away after several

false starts. The honey really started
to flow. Every night forty odd boxes

went on to the heating rack for the

morrow’s extracting, the diesel heater

was set going and the pipes heated

up. Three days’ extracting was about

all I could manage before things be-

came too gummed up to move. I use

a 21-frame semi-radial, and while this

is turning I uncap flat out with my

plane. I extract one side, then the

other; I. have dropped the three-

sided system. A honey pump clears

‘the honey from the extractor and puts
it into the honey tank. This tank

holds about 23 tons.

After about four weeks extracting
and tinning off I reached the grand
goal of ten tons.

BEESWAX.
BEST MARKET PRICES

FOR PURE CLEAN WAX

CASH on receipt of Wax and Invoice.
Write NOW Stating Quantity available.

C.O. PRODUCTS LTD.
Box 7035,Wellington,SI. Telephone24-541
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THE PESTICIDEPROBLEM
oA BROADCAST ADDRESS BY

3 G. E. GUMBRELL

The advent of pesticides into our

Agricultural and Horticultural ©
economy has brought with it many
problems, and in this short talk I will

endeavour to put the position as it is
now and seems likely to affect the

farming economy of this country, _

“Science advances quickly in the

pesticide field once certain reactors

are established, and while spectacular
results are often obtained in experi-
ments, even scientists themselves are

reluctant to forecast what the long-
termed effect will be. However, we can

only proceed in what, after careful

consideration, we presume to be a

forward direction.

New Zealand has probably lagged
behind in the application of pesticides.
In 1958-54 25,658 gallons were ap-
plied, but by 1955-56 this had in-

creased to 365,000 gallons, and the

future indicatesthat further huge in-

creases are to be expected.
The Conference of the National

Beekeepers’ Association being held in
this city has numerous items on its

agenda, but one of the most important
is the remit on the use and applica-
tion of pesticides.

D.D.T. and B.H.C. have been used

for some years for the control of

grass grub and porina, and thanks to-
the activities and advice of the Gov-
ernment Departmental Officers con-

cerned, very little damage to bees has

occurred. What has happened to

ladybirds and other beneficial insects
and how close the tie-up is between

aphis infestation, mosaic ‘disease in

turnips and the like is a question for
our research officers to answer. In
the past we have often been warned

that to depart from biological control
-

upsets the balance of nature and
humble man is apt to have his calcu-
lations upset. I make this observation
and leave it at that.

The spring of 1955 witnessed the
first large scale disaster to honey bees
from the application of a pesticide.
The immediate effect was to kill not

only the aphis, but all the insects that
were pollinating the crop. The loss

to the beekeeper ran into over four
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figures, but the loss in pollinationSer.
vice to the farming community in that
area cannot be accurately estimated,
it would certainly greatly exceed the
beekeepers’ loss. |

The position was so serious that
there was an immediate conference of

top level Departmental Officerson the
spot, and as a “stop gap” measure, g

permit system was evolved to prevent
a repetition of the disaster.

‘The beekeeping and farming indus.
tries have, at all times, been kept
closely posted on the matter and the
Minister of Agriculture has promised
that an Act will be introduced to

control the application and use of

pesticides. The various farming or-

ganisations concerned have received
assurance that their Executives will
have the opportunity of perusing the

subject matter of the Act before it
becomes law. This all takes time and
it is the immediate future that is

worrying the beekeeping industry as

the permit system evolved last year

is no longer in operation.

As a member of the South Canter-
bury Provincial Executive of Feder-

ated Farmers, I am fully conscious of
the feelings of seed growers who have
assured me that they also fully realise
the potential dangers and are eager to

protect the bees and pollinating in-

sects on whose effective function their
future welfare depends. .

So much for the facts; what is the
_ proposition for the coming season? It

is this—the Beekeeping Industry re-

quests that the permit system be

re-introduced until such time as the

new Agricultural Chemicals Act can

come into force. The said permit
system to be under the control of the

Apiary Act. This provision is vital
and is asked for, not, as might be
supposed, to put the beekeeperin a

favoured position, but to ensure that
farmers are not refused permits when

they should get them. Beekeeping is

a highly specialised industry and only
a qualified apiarist is competent to

adjudicate in such an important
matter as this.

Beekeepers and farmers are inter-

dependent one upon the other. In the

long run, one cannot suffer without
the other, and a prosperous, healthy

agriculture is our greatest asset.
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It is of interest to note that, the

estimated value of clover and lucerne
seed produced in N.Z. is approxi-
mately £1,7380,000, and of brassica

close on £150,000.These amounts do

not take into account the very much

greater amount of clover seed that is

set by honey bees and merely falls to

the ground to regenerate in due

course. If this is valued, the total

would be truly astronomical.
In conclusion, it would be well to

try to visualise the future. The

known pesticides will no doubt be out-

dated and succeeded by other pre-

parations whose toxic qualities will be

truly fantastic.
Let us give our research and de-

partmental officers every help and

co-operate one with the other to
ensure that nothing is done which
will be to the detriment of this fair

country.

WORLD NEWS

International Congress
The 1956 International Congress

was to be held in Vienna, Austria, on

August 12th to 18th.

Australia

Two well-known Australian bee-

keepers, Messrs A. Eastley and M.

Charlton, are at present on a four-
months’ visit to the United States,
where they are investigatingthe busi-
ness management of apiaries, honey
extracting and apiary equipment, bee

breeding programmes, pollination pro-
jects, treatment of bee diseases, honey
packing and marketing, and other

aspects of commercial beekeeping.
Their visit is being assisted by the
Federal Council of Australian Apiar-
ists’ Associations and the N.S.W.

Department of Agriculture, to whom

they will furnish a full report of their
observations and conclusions, and it is
felt that the tour may be of inestim-
able value to apiculture in

oes
United States

The U.S.A. Department of Agri-
culture recently announced that the

1956 honey crop will be supported at

an average price of 9.7 cents a pound,

_ parity price.
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which is 70 per cent. of the current
Price support for honey

within a range of 60 to 90 per cent.

of parity is mandatory under the

Agriculture Act of 1949.

The support programme provides
for farm-storage loans and purchase
agreements and is intended to give
interim financial assistance to bee-

keepers, thus enabling them to market
their honey in an orderly manner. In

making the announcement the Depart-
ment again urges beekeepers to in-

crease their efforts towards utilising
bees in pollination of important pas-

ture, seed, vegetable and fruit crops

ona remunerative basis.

aa =
<a

THE STUDY OF BEES

(From an address by T. S. Winter
at the Southland AnniwersaryDinner)

Let us take a brief look at the

honey bee and something of her work
in life.

Speaking in general terms, the

length of life of worker-bees is meas-

ured not so much by days or weeks

as by the amount of work they do.
During the period when nectar is

being gathered abundantly, they liter-

ally work themselves to death and the

population of the colony is appreci-
ably decreased unless brood is being
reared heavily. During such a period
the average length of life of worker

bees is barely six weeks, while in

periods when less work is necessary

the life is lengthened. Those bees

which emerge in the early autumn
are the ones which live until the fol-
lowing spring.

-

The life of the bee is dependent
-

upon nectar, pollen and water, and the

first two can be derived only from

plants and flowers.

A flourishing colony of beakcon-

tains 40,000 to 50,000 bees, and each

hive of bees needs about 400 Ibs of

honey and 40 lbs of pollen per annum

to supply them with food and warmth

and for the production of beeswax for

their combs.
The honey sac of a bee has a capac-

ity of about 0.025 cubic centimetres;
this means that 20,000 flights of a bee

are required for collection of a pound
‘of nectar, or 80,000 flights for collect-

ing a pound of honey.
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Nectar is the principal source of

carbohydrate in the food of the honey
bee and pollen is the source of all

other foods required by the bee.

Investigations by Nolan have shown

that a strong colony rears about

200,000 bees per annum. It has also

been estimated by reliable investi-

gators that 10 bee loads of pollen are

required to raise one bee, so that it

would take 2,000,000 loads to rear the

brood in one colony of bees each year.

The importance of honey bees as

pollinators of economic crops can

therefore be well imagined.
In my job I am often asked why

people take up beekeeping and what

is required to become a _ successful

beekeeper.
First I would say there is a rare

fascination in the study of insect life

particularly the honey bee, which is

ever presenting the most pleasurable
surprises to those who study it.

The fundamentals of successful bee-

keeping are the same the world over,

but no single method of colony man-

agement, including the regular timing
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of comb and brood manipulations, ig
suitable for all locations because of
the variable seasonal conditions and
the variety of nectar and _ pollen
sources in different areas. The bee-

keeper must therefore study these
things as they affect the life and daily
habits of his bees under varying con-

ditions. He must also be capable of

applying this knowledge to the needs
of his bees with perfect timing of

management operations if he is to
succeed. Beekeeping is not an easy
occupation.

Looking back at the pioneers of

modern beekeeping, also at many of

the successful beekeepers of to-day,
it is clear that they were men who

accepted hardship provided they suf-

fered no master and who regarded
the study of bees combined with hard
work out in the open infinitely prefer-
able to controlled safety in any paid
job. I think it also appropriate to

say that commercial beekeepers are in
the main a set of independent, digni-
fied men who are in beekeeping not

ied
for profit but also as a way of

ife.

PACKAGE BEES
Packages with young Italian Queen from disease-free apiaries can

be supplied from late September onwards.

Replace winter losses, or start new colonies.

Approximate build up time 10 weeks.

‘Weightof four 3 lb. packages crated approx. 26 lb.

Orders forwarded air freight and advised.

PLACEORDERS NOW FOR 1956 SEASON

Prices 3 lb. pkgs. 2 |b. pkgs.
Up to 24 29/- each 26/- each

Up to 100 28/- each 25/- each
Over 100 27/- each 24/- each

Queenless packagesless 6/-.
For further particulars write .

W. I. HAINES
BONNETTS ROAD - - KAITAIA,NORTHLAND:
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SMOKERMODIFICATION few drops of solder will close them

How often have you reached for’ ae ee a

bowill. *

your smoker and found it had gone
—C. J. Koover, in “Gleanings.

out because you did not work the
;

bellows every so often? Or the fire

had died. down so much that you had FLAVOUR IN HONEY
to work the bellows vigorously before Oh. ray

<

it would pour out sufficient smoke By C. C. Mackinnon, in “Canadian

again? Bee Journal”

After years of this sort of annoy- During the past few years the
ance I have finally solved the problem. alte of sue’inmusteshas been to

Hot air rises, cold air from below
put on the market a clean, uniform

takes its place. But the cold air does pack. We have learned to strain,
not seem to enter freely through the

jpasturise, filter and seed until finally
blast tube under the grate unless the

we have developed a product which

bellows is worked. How to get enough an best be described as a sweet tast-
air to come in below the grate was ing lard. Our glass packs are spark-
the question. ling clear, beautiful to look at, and

When I punched some small holes’ taste like sweet syrup. Now many

in the bottom of the smoker I found beekeepers may think my description
the answer. The smoker once lighted an exaggeration; to them I would sug-

will burn slowly for hours, yet when gest witn utmost earnestness that you

the bellows is squeezed it immediately buy a sample of three or four packs
will pour out smoke. It’s the con- and place on your owntable, eat them.

stant supply of oxygen that keeps the
An analysis of why our packs are

fuel smoldering without having to
yi, way, and what remedies are

work the bellows until finally it will
available, should be of interest. Honey

burn itself out, leaving some white
i, fragile food. If allowed to stand

ashes. uncovered for a short time its aroma

Here is how to fix your own eters and delicate taste escape. If we heat
Turn it upside down. Lay a coin in jt we accelerate this taste deteriora-
the centre of the bottom. Drawa line tion by destroying the enzymes,

around it. Now mark that circle in changing the colour, driving off the

eight places evenly divided. With a volatile alcohols and perfumes, and

hammer and ice pick gently punch causing a chemical change in the

eight holes. Make them small, they honey so that it will never granulate
can always be enlarged. Load up normally. After seeding, in this new

your smoker and enjoy a smoke as abnormal granulated state it has a

you never have enjoyed one before. shelf life of two to three months after

If you feel afraid of spoiling your which it breaks down into a most

smoker by punching these holes, a unappealing mess. It can be re-

QUEENS. - #£NUCLEI
A limited number of untested quality queens will be available

as from October 15 — weather permitting.
PRICE: 15/- each for 10 or over (Posted)

20/- each for under 10 (Posted)
4 Fr. Nuclei headed by young queen, £2 each

(freightby arrangement)
Terms 25% deposit — Balance on delivery

RANGITATA APIARIES LTD.

GERALDINE — SOUTH CANTERBURY
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 BRITAIN’S LARGEST

IMPORTERS OF HONEY >

_

SPECIALISTS©

‘IN,HONEYAND BEESWAX >

FOR:OVER‘HALFA CENTURY
KIMPTON.BROS.(RED CARNATION)LTD.

110 FENCHURCH STREET,LONDON, £.C.3. ENGLAND

CABLES: KIMBROS LONDON
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processed, regranulated and _ resold.

‘Natural granulated honey merely
softens and then hardens with colder
temperatures.

When trying to prepare honey at

‘its tastiest for exhibition purposes we

recognise this delicate nature of

honey, and in order to capture all of

its goodness we are instructed to press

‘it out of the comb, strain it and bottle

it promptly.
It must be packed within 24 hours

from time of extracting.

During extracting, tanks and ex-

tractors and the entire system would

have to be tightly closed to prevent
evaporation of the volatile flavours.

It would also mean that extracting
would have to be done soon after the

‘bees had gathered the honey. Honey
-stored for some time in combs and

then extracted has already lost most
of its aroma. The wax capping is

eo efficientas a flavour retaining
sea

If we can capture and upholdthe

bouquet which we all know and love
in fresh honey the demand would be

-overwhelming, all people love good
food. At the moment we can capture

‘this flavour but we cannot hold it.

This brings
objective, namely, to develop a pack-
age and a method of packing which
will hold this flavour. Our present
packages all breathe, when it cools
at night the tins suck in a little air

through the friction lids. In the

morning the warming results in flav-
our laden ‘air being expelled. This
cycle is repeated every time there is

a temperature change and soon there
is no flavour left to expel. Possibly
simple |
sealed cans would do it. At the mo-
ment all of our repacked and pro-
cessed: honey has no aroma to begin
with so this problem of flavour

deterioration actually applies only to

honey that had flavour to begin with.
- To perfect such a process will take

.some experimenting. If the C.B.C.
were to offer a $5000.00 prize to the

individual or individuals developing a

flavour retaining package something
might be forthcoming.

Until a method is devised of repack-
ing honey without using heat these

suggestions will not find favour with

us to our. second

canning with permanently |
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either packers or Se apeeitond But

as both a producer and packer I feel

it is imperative for us to find a way

whereby we can see a tastier honey.
The producer will have to deliver to

the packer a flavour-sealed can of

fancy honey and the packer will have
to use a new method for packing this.

_ If we continue our present process-

ing and filtering trend it is bound to

result ultimately in eliminating the
taste of honey from our product. If

‘we want higher prices for our honey
then taste is our No. 1 salesman.

Reflections
fromthe GditorsDesk

Journal fone
From time to time we rae thegood

fortune to be able to publish original
articles by New Zealand beekeepers.
They are always more interesting
than items from overseas sources, and

if of a technical nature they are also

more valuable because they are

related to our own conditions and

because New: Zealand beekeepers gen-
eraly are progressive and efficient.

In this issue readers will find three
contributions by local beekeepers deal-
ing with aspects of beekeeping at

points as far apart as Trinidad,
National Park and South Otago.
There is nothing pretentious about

them and they are written in an easy,

simple and direct style. But they
make excellent reading and they show

what can be done. If every beekeeper
would follow their example and put

pen to paper occasionally (even once

in a lifetime!) this Journal would

becomea lively and interesting maga-
zine,

In the meantime we thank our three
contributors and also those others who

have written for us in the past.

Mating of Queens
In an article in “Bee World” (Janu-

ary, 1956) F. Ruttner gives a review

of recent investigations into the mat-

ing behaviour and the process of

insemination of the honeybee.
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Since 1771, when one Anton Jansche

correctly described and identified the

mating sign (i.e, the organs of the

drone adhering to the queen) it has

been taken for granted that the queen

mates only once. In recent years,

however, a number of independent in- |

vestigations have indicated that mul-

tiple matings are the general rule. It

appears that usually each queen

makes two or more mating flights,
and, in addition, it is now widely
accepted that she may mate with

several drones during the one flight.
These conclusions have been reached

in some cases by close observation of

mating flights and in others by check-

ing the characteristics of the progeny.

The new light now being thrown on

mating procedure may help us to

understand variations in inherited

factors which can be rather baffling
to the beekeeper. At the same time

it illustrates the problems which con-

front the queen breeder when he seeks

to improve his stock by selection.

An interesting point is that the

ability of the queen to lay fertilised

or unfertilised eggs (producing work-

ers or drones) as required, has not

yet been satisfactorily explained. For

many years it was believed that pres-
sure by the cell walls on the queen’s
abdomen (in the case of a worker .
cell) resulted automatically in the lay-
ing of a fertilised egg, but this

“pressure theory” has now been aban-

doned as untenable.
|

Queen Substance
Lately the Bee Journals have been

giving publicity to Dr C. G. Butler’s
discovery of “queen substance” and

its function in the life of the colony.
Dr Butler is head of the Bee Depart-
ment at Rothamsted Experimental
Station.

We all know that the queen has a

strong influence among the bees. If

she is removed from the hive there is

an immediate loss of colony morale

and cohesion and the bees begin to

show definite reactions, especially the

desire to raise queen cells. How is

this influence of the queen so effec-

tively transmitted or dispersed among
the colony population? Has she an

odour which permeates the hive, or is

it the finely tuned behaviour of the
bees which tells of her presence?

August, 1956
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Dr Butler believes that the mem.
bers of a colony receive an actuag]
substance—“queen substance”—fro
the queen. A few bees obtain thig
substance, probably by licking the
queen’s body, and share it with thei;
fellow bees. The ceaseless movement}
and food exchange which occur jy
every colony are considered adequate
to ensure a continuous and complete
distribution, and it is believed that
every bee in a colony “feels satisfied”
—queenright—as long as she receives
a share of this queen substance from
time to time. An adequate supply
prevents workers from attempting to
produce further queens, and alterna-
tively a deficiency in the amount avaijl-
able, or some breakdown in its collee-
tion or distribution, may account for
actions such as _ supersedure or

swarming. The queen substance hag
not yet been actually identified, but it
may be part of the waxy substance
with which a queen’s body is covered,

Dr Butler’s theory is remarkable,
but the relationship between queen
and worker bees is itself almost in-
credible. The concept of queen sub-
stance brings a new outlook to the

study of bee behaviour which may
have a bearing on queen rearing and

queen introduction and other aspects
of commercial beekeeping.

CORRESPONDENCE

_

PRICE CONTROL

TO THE EDITOR

Sir,—Price control over the sale of
essential commodities is a war-time

legacy designed to protect the con-

sumer against exploitation under

conditions of shortage. The effective-

ness of these control regulations, even

in wartime, could’ be — seriously
challenged. It is clear, however,
that whatever justification may have

existed for their enactment, their con-

tinued application ten years following
the cessation of hostilities, places the

beekeeper at a distinct disadvantage

compared with other sections of

workers.
| .

Let us compare the beekeepers’ lot

with other workers governed by Arbi-

tration Court award wages. The

Arbitration Court decrees the MINI-
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MUM wage that must be paid to vari-

ous groups of workers. These workers

are free to accept as high as em-

ployers are prepared to pay above the

basic Arbitration rate. Indeed, nearly
all wage-earners today are reeciving
above award rates.

How long does anyone imagine in-

dustrial peace would continue in this

country if the Arbitration awards

represented the maximum that could

legally be paid to workers? There

would be unparalleled industrial up-
heaval. Yet strange to relate, the

beekeepers actually see merit in a

pronouncement governing their wage

returns that would meet with derision

by wage earners as a whole. It has

been said that the price order repre-

sents a “standard” and price “sta-
bility,”’ but it has never been logically
explained how this alleged stability
operates to the advantage of the pro-
ducer.

The production of honey cannot

be regulated like factory-produced
articles and it follows therefore that

the beekeeper is unable to employ the

business technique of the manufac-

turer, who ensures price stability for

his production by the simple process
of regulating the supply within the

limit of demand.

The decision of Conference in

favour of the continued operation of

the price order has confronted the
Marketing Authority with a major
problem. Owing to unfavourable sea-_

sons the volume of honey received is

about half that of the previous sea-

son. The position is made still worse

when we are told that from our

meagre stocks, earmarked for export,
we must draw to meet consumer de-

mand on the local market, made less

profitable than export by the Tribunal

price order.

The result will be a lower return to

the supplier and the undermining of

our overseas distributing service that

has succeeded in creating a demand
for our honey never before equalled
in the history of the industry. Let us

hope that the National Executive will

appreciate the seriousness of the

position and recognise that many

delegates cast their votes on instruc-

tions from branches with insufficient

knowledge of the position.—I am, etc.,

WALLACE NELSON. |
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Price Control

TO THE EDITOR

Sir,—When a beekeeper sends in his

honey to the Honey Marketing Au-

thority he expects that body to secure

the best returns possible for him.

The passing of two remits at the

Conference contradictory to each

other has created a situation that does
not reflect to our credit as a body of

producers.

One remit carried on a delegates’
vote gave a majority decision in fav-
our of price control being continued.
The other remit, carried unanimously,
by an open vote of Conference, read,
“That in the event of price control

being removed from H.M.A. honey
that the order also be removed from
all other honey.”

In view of certain local vacuums

for honey that are said to be develop-
ing, the passing of the remit on the

delegates’ vote may create a position
that will be fraught with great diffi-

culty from the Authority’s point of
view. Price control has been mainly
responsible for creating a position
where the Authority may show a loss

on sales to the zones of shortage.
Compared to export and suppliers
pay-out must suffer.

The inflation in the Dominion in

recent years has not been reflected in

a corresponding inflation of returns

to beekeepers. The result is that our

export market, free from price con-

trol, is returning higher prices in

many lines than is allowed locally.
The probability of this situation aris-

ing was foreseen some months ago by
the Authority. An application was

made to the Tribunal for the removal

of control over the Authority’s packs.

The Authority will no doubt accept
it as an obligation to release a limited

amount in districts where it is appar-
ent the consuming public is going
short. It would be unreasonable to

expect the Authority to meet demands
for other than honey to fill the

vacuum. Steps must be taken to see

that such honey is not supplied to

areas where ample local supplies exist.

Yours faithfully,
W. T. HERRON.

2/8/56.
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Classified Advertisements
FOR SALE

FOR SALE: One American Life-
time Honey Extractor, 8-frame,
high-speed reversing, in good sound

working condition. Price £50.
A. E. DEADMAN,

i ye as Pa.

FOR SALE: Superior 8-frame Ex-

tractor. Central gear drive revers-
ing. Good appearance, guaranteed
mechanically sound. £90 complete
with 1 h.p. motor.

Write L. BRADFIELD,
_

337 Kimbolton Road, Feilding.

FOR SALE: Extractor ~@trame
Pender, fitted with special bearings. —
1946 model. Good order, complete
with V drive pulleys and belts.
Price £40.

PULLIN’S APIARIES LTD.,
Belfast Street, Mt. Roskill.

HIVE MATS
|

Cloth for hive mats is available in

lengths of 70 yards by a width of 20

inches, the price being 1/3 per run-

ning yard, nett, f.o.r., Foxton.

For an extra charge of 7/6 per

roll, the cloth will be cut into any

lengths desired.

Orders for quantities of not less

than one roll, accompanied by cash,
should be sent to the General Sec-

retary, P.O. Box 19, Foxton.

EMPLOYMENT

Beekeeper, married, experienced in
all aspects of commercial honey pro-
duction and hive management, queen
rearing, equipment manufacture,
etc., requires position on an apiary
with future prospects.

“ EXPERIENCED,”
c/o. The Editor.
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EMPLOYMENT

WANTED

Permanent Man or Youth, used to

bees. Part-time help on 500 ewe

sheep farm, part-time help with

apiaries. Good plant (all electric),
working conditions, keep, etc., handy
Invercargill and Gore. Accommoda-

tion, good caravan with stove, E.L.,
wardrobe, etc. Salary £9 per week
and found, plus profit-sharing in

honey crop; will aggregate £14 per

week average season, with scope for

expansion. Advertiser known to

Apiary Instructors, Oamaru and

Hastings.
|

Apply P. H. BARBER,
Glencoe No. 2 B.D., Invercargill.

Vacancy 1044: APIARY INSTRUC-

TOR, GREYMOUTH, Agriculture
Department. Salary up to £780 a

year, as merited, rising by annual

increments to £900 a year, subject
to good performance of duty. Fur-

ther promotion is on merit. Qualifi-
cations desired: Sound knowledge
of apiary management and honey
production; familiarity with bee

diseases and their control. Duties:

Inspect apiaries for disease, advise

beekeepers on apiary management
and honey production by personal
visits, lectures, demonstrations, and

by writing articles for the
“

Journal

of Agriculture.”

Applications on P.S.C. Form 17A

close with the Secretary, Public Ser-

vice Commission, 14th September,
1956. Assistance given to married
appointee who would be required
to move his household.
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THE NATIONAL
BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

Up to 30 colonies £0 7 6

|

(minimum)
Up to 60 colonies iat 10. §
Upto 90 colonies inn. ORO

Up to 120 colonies os ok

Uptol50colonies __...... 1 5 0

Upto 180 colonies | 110 0

Up to 210 colonies 115 0

Up to 240 colonies 2 0 0

Up to 270 colonies 2 5 0

Up to 300 colonies 210 0

Up to 330 colonies 215 0.

Up to 360 colonies 3 0 0

Up to 390 colonies 8 5 0

Up to 420 colonies 310 0

Up to 450 colonies & over 3 15 0

(maximum)
An Associate Member shall pay 5/-

per annum.

APIARY INSURANCE
Arranged by the Association and

available to all members.

PREMIUM: 1/3 per apiary per

annum. |

(Insurance is voluntary, but if

taken, all of a member’s apiaries
must be covered.)

JOIN YOUR NEAREST BRANCH

AND DERIVE FULL BENEFITS.

FOR SALE

OTAGO and SOUTHLAND

BEEKEEPERS |

Order your supplies of Honey Cases

(Pinus dry run) for the 1956-57 season

}

—

NOW
=~

—

Early ordering would be appreciated so

that we can make adequate provision for

dry timber.

CARROLL TIMBER CO., LTD.
Sawmillers, Timber Merchants, Boxmakers

P.O. Box 126 —  GorRE

FOR SALE: Folding Wire Gauze

Bee Veils, £1/5/-, post free. Satis-

faction guaranteed. Mail your order

now to:

J. DARBY,

Hilltop Apiaries, R.D. Bombay.

_ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
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“THE N.Z. BEEKEEPER
”

This Journal is issued free to all

beekeepers in New Zealand having 30
or more registered hives, and to
others who are members of the
National Beekeepers’ Association.

Literary contributions and adver-
tisements must be in the hands of the

Editor, Mr J. McFadzien, 29 Notting-
ham Crescent, Calton Hill, Dunedin,
S.W.1, not later than the first of

month of publication.

Nom-de-plume letters must be

signed by the writer and address

given, not necessarily for publication,
but as proof of good faith. Letters

accepted for publication do not neces-

sarily express the views of the Editor.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

£6 per page; £3/6/- per half-page;
£1/16/- per quarter-page; 10/- per

inch; for each insertion. Minimum
| charge,5/-.
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BEE SUPPLIES

Now is the time to considerwhatnew equipment, machinery
and buildings you will require for the efficient management of

your honey production this coming season.

HIVE PARTS,SMOKERS, VEILS, Etc., ARE IN GOOD SUPPLY

HONEYEXTRACTORS,CAPPINGS REDUCERS, HONEY

TANKS, HONEY PUMPS, FLOAT SWITCHES, HONEY

STIRRERS, Ete., AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE OR

FAIRLY PROMPTDELIVERY.

"STRUCSTEEL" PREFABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS ideally
suited to Beekeepers’requirements. Framework and Roof com-

plete, delivered pre-cut and drilled, but unassembled, to your

site, from as low as 7/6 per square foot. Send now for full

particulars to:—

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS !

— The Alliance Bee Supplies Co. Ltd.,
Telegrams: 25 Sawyers Arms Road,

|

“BEEWARE" CHRISTCHURCH. Papanui,

Telephone 49-841 CHRISTCHURCH, N.W.2..

BEYNON PRINTING CO. LTD., TIMARU


