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Hawkeswood is in the protection business

Like any other industry, beekeeping requires specialised clothing for the protection of workers.

Hawkeswood Sales Ltd specialises in industrial protective clothing and other safety products.

Gloves Safety hats

Goggles Overalls

Footwear Medical supplies
Fire extinguishers Aprons

Respirators Hoods

Don’t take a risk. . . Contact

your nearest branch now

nil
HAWKESWOOD SALES LTD
A member of the NZ Safety Group

Auckland, Hamilton, Rotorua, New Plymouth, Gisborne, Napier,
Palmerston North, Wellington, Nelson, Christchurch, Dunedin, Invercargill
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IF THE 1976 NBA conference agreed on one

thing, it was on the confusion which surrounds

the marketing of New Zealand honey.

The contradictions between the constitution

and role of the Honey Marketing Authority
were well reflected in a number of remits

which, if not taken extremely cautiously by
those responsible, could result in a rapid
destabilisation of honey marketing in New

Zealand.

The most fundamental role of the HMA is to

stabilise the New Zealand honey market and

in so doing, to stabilise the incomes of all pro-

ducers.

It does this by exporting that honey which if

left on domestic market would result in an

oversupply and a resultant price collapse. This

is crucially important. The prices of all

primary food products are extremely sens-

itive to small fluctuations in supply and

demand. :

In an oversupply situation (a buyers’ market)
the price for all honey is determined by the

lowest price an individual seller is willing to

accept. In a undersupply situation (a sellers’s

market) the price for all honey is determined

by the highest price a buyer is willing to offer.

By subsidising, if necessary, the export of that

honey which is surplus to domestic require-
ments the HMAcan save all producers millions.

Whether or not a producer supplies the author-

ity with honey is irrelevant.

Thus, it is logical that while regular suppliers
should be guaranteed representation on the

HMA board, the HMA should represent and

be funded byall producers.

By implication, the 1976 conference recognis-
ed the need for representation of all producers
in HMAdecision-making with its pressure for

an amalgamation of the NBAand the author-

ity. On the other hand, it rejected the concept
of total industry funding decisively —a decision

which must put any future government credits

to back a guaranteed price in doubt.
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In this issue....

neces we devote much of our space to

an extensive reportage of the 1976

conference of the National Beekeep-
ers’ Association. However, that’s not

all. On page 9 we have more begin-
ners’ notes; on page 13 Nick Walling-
ford of Dannevirke gives all the ins

and outs of sugar feeding and also,
in an article on page 1I9,discusses a

new method of requeening. Then, of
course, there are all our regular feat-

ures - in short, lots of reading for

those long spring evenings.

Bashees and Bashers
Since cost-plus agriculture has not been en-

dorsed by any NZ government to date, a

government-backed guaranteed price for

honey or any other primary product must

ultimately be funded by the producers them-

selves. If we cannot agree on the mechanism

for this funding, you can be sure the govern-
ment is capable of dreaming one up for us.

Witness the wool industry.

Equally contradictory were the remits and

resolutions which endorsed the need for a

“regulatory authority’’ at the very least and

the failure of the conference to ensure that

the authority had the means to doits jobeffi-

ciently.

Given the main role of the authority is to

stabilise the domestic honey market, it would

be hard to imagine more obstacles being
created in the way of its achievement of these

ends. Because it lacks the power to set domes-

tic wholesale prices for honey and is not pro-

vided with honey production statistics until

the season is over, it can only make intelligent
guesses as to the amount of its produce tosell

overseas and how much to sell locally.
These contradictions should not however be

fobbed off by authority members as an

example of producer perversity.

Many of the conference decisions which con-

tained an anti-HMA bias were obviously
directed more at the attitudes of HMA board

members than at the role or the performance
of the authority itself. But who is to blame if

the role of the authority is never explained, if
no one finds the time to justify its actions?

And who is responsible for a remit allowing
private exports of bulk honey, when a similar

remit for private exports of retail packs of

honey wasn’t actioned the year before?

If HMA-bashing did play a large part at the

conference let’s hope the lessons have been

well-learned by both bashees and bashers.

There will be no place for it in this year’s
crucial HMAelections.



STC Wireless Beehive Frame

gains immediate response
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1. Rest one half of frame on

flat surface.

Frame Sizes

2. Insert foundation and snap
frame halves together.

41/2" deep*PT
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53/8" deep*

7/8" deep
|

1) 91/e” deep

After two years of development and evaluation

in co-operation with the Department of Agriculture
and leading beekeepers in Australia, STC produced
the ‘‘wire-less” beehive frame.

Within four weeks of its Introduction no less

than 20,000 STC beehive frames were in use — a

dramatic demonstration of the acceptability of the

frame by beekeeners and bees

Its many advantages include:

e No nailing
e No wiring or embedding of wires

e Made from long-life plastic

e Simple and quick to assemble

e Identical halves eliminate sorting and matching
e No breakage in normal usage

e Withstands temperatures up to 100°C (21 2°F)

e Hygienic and easy to clean

e Interchangeable with wooden frames

Note: To open the frame

insert knife blade in bottom joint
between the two haif frames and

prise open. Repeat operation at

other points as required.
Individual beekeeper's brands can

be inserted for low ‘one time’ cost

or the customer can brand them.

3. When frames are together
with foundations in pesition
push pins into mating hoies

at all intersections

of webbing.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT:

ALAN KIRKHAM

Standard Telephones & Cables (NZ)Ltd.,
P.O. Box 40-140

UPPER HUTT.

Telephone UH 85049
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President: Executive:

Percy Berry, P.O. Box 16, Havelock

North, Phone: 775-400 and 777-300
(business) and 77-843 (home).

Vice-President:

Michael Stuckey, P.O. Box
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Phone 4781-284.
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lvan Dickinson, Phone 8239,
P.O. Box 55, Milton Otago.

Gavin McKenzie, P.O. Box 118,
Waimate. Phone 7418.

Ray Robinson, P.O. Box 4,
Waihou. Phone 598D, Te Aroha,
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Box 4048, Wellington. Phone
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FAR NORTH

BRANCHES

President: Mr M.D. Haines, Box 284, Kaitaia. Secret-

ary: Mr A. van Zwijndregt, 17 Rongopai Pl., Kaitaia.

NORTHLAND

President: Mr Terry Gavin, R.D. 2, Whangarei. Sec-

retary: Mr P. Smith, c/- Mr T. Gavin, Titoki, R.D.,
Whangarei.

AUCKLAND CENTRAL

President: Mrs H. Wright, Portsmouth Road, Bom-

bay, Auckland. Secretary: Mr M.G, Stuckey, Box 35-

233, Browns Bay.

WAIKATO

President: Mr R. Robinson, Box 4, Waihou. Secret-

ary: Mr T. Lorimer, 353 Cobham Drive, Hamilton.

BAY OF PLENTY

President: Mr A. B. Edwards, R.D. 3, Tauranga.
Secretary: Mr R.J. Mossop, R.D. 1, Tauranga.

HAWKES BAY

President: Mr W.J.C. Ashcroft, Te Mata Rd, Havelock

North. Secretary: Mr P. Marshall, Auckland Rd, Napier.

CENTRAL/SOUTH HAWKES BAY

President: Mr D. L. Ward, Guy Street, Dannevirke.

Secretary: Mr Grant Ward, Guy Street, Dannevirke.

SOUTH WESTERN DISTRICTS

SOUTHLAND

President: MrC.B. Bromell, No 28 R.D., Manaia.

Secretary: Mr T.D. Rowe, Box 128, Eltham.

NELSON

President: Mr R. Lord, R.D. 1, Wakefield.

Secretary: Mr L.D. Higgins, R.D. 1, Wakefield.

WEST COAST

President: Mr K. Detlaff, Moorehouse Ave, Ross.

Secretary: Mr R.J. Buchanan, 471 Main Rd
,

Paroa

Greymouth.
CANTERBURY

President: Mr D. Penrose, R.D. 3, Southbridge. Sec-

retary: Mr Russel Poole, 320 Sawyers Arms Rad,
Christchurch.

SOUTH CANTERBURY
President: Mr S.J. Lyttle, No. 2 R.D., Geraldine.

Secretary: Mr M.R. McKenzie, 72 Timaru Rd, Waimate.

NORTH OTAGO

President: Mr B. O’Neil, 4K R.D., Oamaru. Secret-

ary: Mr R.M. McCallum, Herbert, 8 O R.D., Oamaru.

OTAGO

President: Mr I.J. Dickinson, Box 55, Milton.

Secretary: Mr J.H. Garraway, 28 Main Rd, Brighton.

President: Mr S.M. Booth, Drummond, R.D. 8, Inver-

cargill. Secretary: Mr A.M. Ward, 10 Beattie St, Gore.

Beekeeper Rates

N.Z. BEEKEEPER ADVERTISING RATES

Advertising at these rates is available to bona-fide

beekeepers advertising products or services relating
_

to their beekeeping enterprise only. In cases where

"the appropriate rate is questioned, the decision of the

editor will be final.

Rates: Full-page, $50; Half-page, $30; Quarter-page,
$15; $1 a column cm. No deductions for contracts

will apply.

Commercial Rates

Full-page, $80; Half-page, $50; Quarter-page, $25; $2

a column cm. $20 per page loading for inside cover,

outside back over and spot colour. Concessions avail-

able for contracts.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

The NZ’ Beekeeper is distributed free to all bee-

keepers owning more than 49 hives who, after paying
their compulsory hive levy, automatically become

members of the National Beekeepers’ Association of

New Zealand (Inc.)

Beekeepers owning less than 50 hives and others who

may wish or may not wishto join the association, will

pay an annual subscription of $7.50 which includes

the cost of a subscription to the NZ Beekeeper.



we Sell
our new

polypropylene—
containers

Whydo we, at the Auckland Tool & Gauge Co.,

regard our polypropylene containers as the best on

the market? The answer is simple. It’s their con-

struction. Sure, at first glance they appear to look

the same as all other containers, but consider the

advantages:
The material used

in
our

pane “isBDA-approv-ed polypropylene. Polypropylene has the distinct-
ive qualityof being able to withstand both boiling
and freezing temperatures.
The heavier-than-normal construction of our con-
tainers adds to their rigidity, resulting in a wide

range of uses.
oo

Because they can be sterilised after their initial use,

our containers can be re-used in the home, the

workshop, the factory etc.
With no seams or joints plus tight fitting polythene
snap-on lids our containers provide hygenic packag-
ing in eye appealing colours which will present

our honey to its best advantage.
Togive you, the customer, a choice, we produce a
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range of four capacities which are proportion NS,
alto each other, 250 gram, 500 gram, 1250 gram
and 2,000 gram.
The colours available immediately ex stock are

Red, Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange, White. Special
colours are available on request against minimum

quantity orders. To interested parties we would be

pleased to send on request a sample range free of

charge,
——

A silk screen service is available at a small extra

cost, If you have a use for our containers please
contact our sales manager today.

Auckland Tool & Gauge Co. Ltd.
Hillside Road, Takapuna, Auckland 10 N.Z.
Phone: 449-398. Telegraphic & Cable:-
“SPARKMOLD”, Auckland.

Mirae
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NEW HMA ROLE

Dear Sir,

A new role for the HMA was to me the

message of the 1976 conference. A

new course for our industry will call for

much wisdom in the ensuing months.

Nowis the time for seeking a middle

road which will encompass the aspira-
tions of the majority of our beekeep-
ers.

In seeking to reorganise our industry I

believe we must also take note of the

remits that were lost for not only do

they represent the interest of many

beekeepers, it would be shortsighted
not to admit they had some merit and

should be considered when planning
a new role for the HMA.

The coming authority elections will be

of utmost importance but I believe the

main responsibility rests with the

industry with both suppliers to the

HMA and non suppliers getting to-

gether and agreeing to a new role. It

must be obvious to many we have

passed remits for private exports etc.

without providing the mechanics on

howto effect the change.
I believe we now have a golden opport-
unity to restructure the HMA and en-

able it to serve a far wider section of

our industry. To this end I will make a

few suggestions which may engender
some useful discussions.

= The HMA sell its Auckland Building
and utilize lower cost bulk storage.

= To cease retail packing of honey.
= To purchase honey offered to the

authority.
= Honey surplus to the NZ market

requirements sold on the export
market.

= To regulate the private export of

bulk and retail packs.
® To levy all honey at the point of

sale to provide: a. Funds to cover

administration costs. b. Establish-

ment of adequate reserves to main-

tain stability on the NZ market.
= To license all honey packers.
I believe a production levy will be ac-

cepted by the industry if it can be

shown that the HMA will be operating
in the wider interests of the whole of

the industry. This levy could well

prove to be a more equitable method

of financing the NBA than the present
hive levy.

ORRESPONDENTS
Licensing of honey packers may well

prove necessary but more important
will be the stabilising of bulk honey
prices.
To conclude, as long as we remain a

fragmented industry we will effective-

ly deny ourselves a just return for our

labours.
|

Yours, |

R.C. Jansen

NBA ELECTION VOTES

Dear Sir,
Whoever devised the system used, had

little idea of permitting voters much

choice. |

Four names
—

voters had to vote for

three.

Very little choice indeed. Every voter

would be voting for at least one person

whohe did not wish to see elected.

What I would like to know is — who

thought this original method up?
As president, Ivan Dickinson has to

take full responsibility .

‘Could Ivan please explain why I am

compelled to vote for a person who in

my opinion is not suitable for an Exe-

cutive position.

Yours,
Robert Davidson

Timaru

The reason for a “three-or-nothing”’
system is to ensure all votes have equal
weighting. If voters could use only one

of their three votes, it would have

much more strength than those of

someone casting three votes. Neverthe-

less, in response to concern expressed
by Mr Herron and others at the annual

meeting the president undertook to

ensure that alternative voting systems
were investigated by the executive. See

page 21 of this issue.

KILLER BEES

Dear Sir,

In the late 1930s my husband was

attacked by wild African bees while on

colonial service in Kenya.
Is there any likelihood of killer bees

becoming established in New Zealand

in the near future?

Yours,
Grace Farnhill,

Masterton

Their introduction to New Zealand is

both illegal and unlikely.

BEESWAX

COMB HONEY

As exporters we continually require
offers of beeswax of various grad-
ings and comb honey sections

in plastic containers.

Contact — J.P. Crawford

COMMERCIAL

SALES CORPORATION LTD.
P.O. Box 1286, Auckland

Phone:

372-860

Telegrams:
MARKETABLE

ITALIAN

QUEENS
1976-77

1 to 5 $3.00 each

6 to 10 $2.50 each

11 to 19 $2.25 each

20 and over $2.00 each

DELIVERY: November to April

TERMS: Cash with order

Telegrams 80c extra.

Please include phone number

with order.

Orders AIRMAILED free on

request.

The development of these Queens ex-

tends over a period .of 30 years, re-

sulting in the creation of a hard

working , high producing and_ non-

swarming strain of gentle temperament.

Bred from disease-free hives

under natural conditions

Apply to:—

F. D. WHITE

Commercial Queen Breeder

P.O. Box 4032,

KAMO, NORTHLAND

ma
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SENCO
AIR DRIVEN STAPLERS CUT HIVE AND RACK ASSEMBLY

TIME DRAMATICALLY.

Many leading Beekeepers in N.Z. have found by using Senco KMN—112 and Senco MIII staple guns, not only is

assembly time reduced by more than half, also the quality of Frames and Hives improves dramatically.

Senco staple guns are lightweight, trouble-free and excellently suited to the Hive and Rack assembly application.

All staples are galvanised and coated with Sencote, which contributes to their uncommon holding power.

For an on-location obligation free demonstration, please contact your nearest — Able Staples (NZ)
Limited — Office.

Auckland Hastings
8 Angle Street, Te Papa. Phone 666-537 154 Portsmouth Road, Hastings. Phone 67-204

Hamilton Wellington
45 Mahoe Street, Frankton, Hamilton. Phone 434-483 40 Sydney Street, Petone. Phone 687-765

Christchurch

3 Garlands Road, Woolston, Christchurch. Phone 897-091
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Pollen export incentive

The export incentive committee

of the Department of Trade and

Industry has decided to include

pollen within the increased ex-

ports taxation incentive. The

decision has been back-dated to

April 1, 1976.

Merging authority and NBA

The NBA executive has agreed to

exchange background papers
with the HMAas a first step in

the investigation of the merits of

merging the two organisations as

recommended by this year’s
conference. This will be followed

by a special joint meeting of the

board of the authority and the

association executive late in

October.

Clear-felling concern

The concern expressed by the

1976 NBA conference about

widescale clearfelling of native

forest for exotic conversion has

been voiced by the NBA executive

in letters to the ministers of agri-
culture, forests and the environ-

ment. A similar message has also

been conveyed to the Forest and

Bird Society.

Tonga Queens examined

The Ministry of Agriculture and

Fisheries has been asked to

comment on a 1976 conference

remit favouring the import of

Tonga Queen bees into New

Zealand, provided all safeguards
are catered for. The NBA exec-

utive is particularly concerned

about the effects any imports
might have on New Zealand’s

queen bee export trade and has

asked the ministry to comment

on this aspect in particular.

Changing deadlines

The NBA executive has decided

the deadline date for member-

ship of the association is June 30

each year forall those wishing to

vote at the annual meeting or

conference of the association.

Minute exchange
The NBA executive has decided

that all HMA board members

should receive NBA executive

minutes as of right. The executive

has asked the board to make

available a copy of its minutes to

the president of the association.

Apimondia tour

The NBAin association with the

Bee Research Association is

endeavouring to arrange for a

sroup to tour to the Apimondia
conference in Australia in

November 1977. Those interested

are requested to contact the asso-

ciation head office or the NBA

representative in New Zealand,
Graham Walton. It is important
that some idea of likely interest

is known well in advance so that

the travel concessions available

can be tapped. A head poll at

conference indicated that of

those wishing to visit Apimondia,
most would be interested in a

tour of between 12 and 14 days
in duration.

Comb producers’ annual meeting
by H.C. Belin

THE MEETING of the NZ Comb

Honey Producers’ Association

(Inc.) was held in the Lake View

Motel, Taupo. During the general
business the proposed honey
export regulations 1976 took up

most of the time.

The deputy director of horticult-

ure, Mr Forbes, and Mr Smaellie

were at the meeting to discuss

these regulations. Many amend-

ments were considered and as

there was no allowance for comb

honey and pollen, and industrial

grades of comb honey, it was

decided that a special committee

meeting be called in Auckland on

August 5, to complete the sub-

missions.

When these regulations become

law, the honey industry will be

paying grading fees for the first

time as it is government policy
that all agricultural industries

pay for the gradingcosts.

The highlight of the evening was

a talk by Mr P. Berry on Comb

Honey export marketing when

he showed how he moved prices
upward to obtain the world’s

record prices for Comb Honey.
It is hoped he will now be able

to help the whole industry in the

same way.

Mr J. Wright of Bombay, South

Auckland, was again elected

president.

NZ Beekeeper September 1976 7



World Markets demand fine Fine Packaging TO:

ff
PROBERT

Oo INDUSTRIES

LIMITED.

Box 33-200, Takapuna

Please rush me a FREE sample
of one of your high impact poly-
styrene packs witha “seethrough”’
top. | understand they meet all

health requirements and are ideal

for shelf appeal and brand re-

cognition, while being leak proof
and easily handled on the pro-

duction line.

You will find me at:

now you can have it with

Probert industries PlasticPack |. =

!

CURRENT PRICES for BEESWAX

if you have pure, clean beeswax take this opportunity
of cashing in on today’s top market prices.

Don’t delay — Write to us

stating the quantity availabie

NOW

SHARLAND & COMPANY LIMITED

Taylors Road, Morningside, AUCKLAND

P.O. Box 859 Auckland, Telephone 867-009, (Factory Division)

@
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LET’S TALK ABOUT the hive

itself. We’ve already said that

you need two brood chambers,
but there is one rule that must be

laid down now and for all time,
and that is that all equipment
must be 100 per cent standard.

Never deviate a _hairsbreadth

from the specification even if

you make your own and never,

but never, bother with silly
things like half depth supers or

other frivolities. Much more

trouble than they’re worth, diffi-
cult to manipulate, doubie the

trouble for half the honey.

So -—

_

standardise everything
down to the last fractional

millimetre.

Right, let’s start from the ground
up. You are a hobbyist so you

can do things the professional
would find inconvenient’ or

wouldn’t want to do anyway.

Such as an awkward but super-
efficient floorboard, for example.
It’s too high and the landing
board sticks out the front, so the

commercial beekeeper couldn’t

truck it, that isn’t going to worry

you. |

Your floorboard rests on two

100 mm by 50 mm (4’’x2’’)
pieces of C3 treated radiata up

on edge. One of these bearers

will be a couple of centimetres in

from the back, the leading edge
of the other will be nicely in line

with the front edge of the brood-

chamber. They will be one cen-

timetre less long than the floor-

board is wide and the galvanised
nails going down through the

boards into them will be nicely
staggered to make them firm.

AFRESH
CTART

|

In this issue David Williams of

Rotorua takes a close look at

hive construction and manip-
ulation. Once stung but never

shy, he leads the beginner down

the path of pleasurable and

profitable beekeeping.

“My articles are designed to be

both practical and provocative,”
he writes. ““There may be many

points amateurs would wish to

raise and would doso if told to

write in. | would be happy to

provide answers to the best of

my limited ability and can always
call on the literature or the ex-

perts for the really tricky ones.”

Mail your questions to: ““A Fresh

Start’’, Box 176, Carterton.

THE HIVE

The floorboards themselves will

be of dressed, untreated radiata

and will protrude 8 cm out front

as a landing board, from which

another piece of untreated board

will slope down to the ground. A

piece of dressed 150 mm by 25

mm with the square-cut ends

angled away to make a good fit is

as good as any.

It will be held in position, lean-
,

ing against the front lip of the

landing board, by two galvanised
nails pushed through two pre-
drilled holes at the bottom edge
where it rests on the ground.

This slope is not, as you might
think, for them to land on, but

merely to provide an aerodynam-
ic updraft to lift the honey-laden
bees into the hive and not let

them drop under. Saves hundreds

a day in the season.

The floorboard rim will be of

strips of 16 by 12 mm untreated

radiata and these will make a rim

very slightly inside the outer

edge of the chamber all round

except at the front, which will be

open full width in summer.

In service, the back bearer will

have a loose extra piece under it

to tilt the whole hive slightly for-

ward. This makes it easier for the

bees, ensures that the rain does

not run in, and theslight step in

around the rim helps rain drip
off and not soak in.

|

The chambers themselves are

standard, so no need to discuss

here. Keep adding a coat of paint
every year, white for preference
because it looks best in the gard-
en, and that should keep them

intact and waterproof.

Don’t paint the actual floorboard
in any way because the dew con-

denses on the paint and the first

bees out in the morning get stuck

in it. There’s nothing more

pathetic than a dozen or so bees

upside down feebly waving their

legs in the air. With bare wood

the droplets soak in and you
don’t get this trouble. You can

paint round the outer rim if you
hike.

A hive mat is a must.

A piece of thick sacking should

be cut to size and laid over the

tops of the frames after the tops
have been. scraped clean. This

should be replaced every year, or

more often if it gets overpropolis-
ed and doesn’t sit easily. Don’t

play around with anything else.

NZ Beekeeper September 1976 9



You come across’ characters

who use hardboard with or with-

out a rim and the bees have a

happy time sticking it down or)

building it all together with

combs of their own if there is
—

room and it’s a major operation
to remove it.

You get people trying to use

thick paper or cardboard and the

bees eat their way through and

stick it down and it tears when

you try to remove it. Beekeepers
using plastic mats learn how bad

condensation and saturation can

really be.

Justa simple piece of thick
—

sacking please. It teases up easily,
you can expose a frame at a time

if you want to (remember, bot-

tom two chambers nine frames

each, honey supers eight), it’s

flovihloenough to sit dawn eas.

ily, keeps the bees down com-

fortably, dries out easily, and so

on.

The roof should have inside di-

mensions one centimetre larger
than the super in widthand length,
should have 10 cm deep sides, a

wood or softboard inner cover

and a wooden rim to rest on the

super walls to avoid crushing the

bees. In other words, you make

a large shallow box and rim in

the outside of the inside!

Outer covering is conventionally
tin, folded at the corners and

nailed on, but you can use any

waterproof material. I use neatly
folded black plastic with drawing
pins holding it under the bottom

edge. Plastic encourages all the

rain to run off quickly. It is also

cheap, readily available, easy to

put on and replace when needed,
and seems to keep the hive drier

than tin — but that’s probably
post hoc reasoning.

If you do use plastic, remember

not to put your smoker on it,
nor leave oddments of wax onit

or they melt and make it brittle.

Otherwise, its excellent.

Well, that’s the basic hive, and a

very useful and harmonious unit

it is. Keep it simple, keep it

standard, and every summer will

be golden.

One last hint. Never keep just one

hive. Always keep two. That way

Handle with care and you'll have very fewstings.

you can always do a bit of quick
swapping of frames, or stores,
you can hep up a weak hive and

cool off an over-strong one, you
can try your little ideas out on

one hive and keep the other as

control, and, whatever happens,
you always get some honey with

two. So, try two as the bare min-

imum.

Having defined the hive, this

might be a suitable time to discuss

hive examination, assuming you

now have hives plus bees.

Choose a clear, calm, sunny day
— if it isn’t, don’t do it. The best

times are 10 am or 3 pm, but

these are not critical. Get the

smoker going really well, place
yourself at the side of the hive

and not in front, put two good
slow puffs in the entrance, wait

one minute. One more slight puff
there, g-e-n-t-l-y lift off the lid

(bees are responsive to changes in

barometric pressure which is one

reason they hate heavy weather
— and people whotake hives lids

off roughly), place upside down

on ground in front and slightly
to one side of hive, place a spare
hive box diagonally on it.

Tease back one corner of the

hive mat, gently smoke there and

continue smoking as you peel it

right off. Place handily out of

the way, ditto with the smoker.

Lever the second frame in on

your side away from its compan-

ions, doing all this and subsequent
operations in extreme slow mo-

tion. Raise slowly, inspect, place
gently in spare box.

The rest are now easy to get at

and examine, so take each one

out in turn, examine, gently re-

place where you want it. If sort-

ing brood versus stores, one or



The basic hive: “Keep it simple, keep it standard and every summer

will be golden.”’

other category can be left in top,
other sorted into spare.

Gently lever off top box, place
conveniently near other box,
start on bottom brood chamber

in same way after another mild

smoking. Every movement should

be quiet and gentle at all times.

Jarring, knocking, dropping of

frames, etc. will earn its own

painful reward.

Smoke gently if the bees get act-

ive.

There may be times when the

disturbance due to your clumsi-

ness is so great that the only thing
to do is to close up and walk

away. It happens to all of us, less

frequently as you become more

experienced.

One good tip for the beginner is

to have a water spray handy,
either a clean garden syringe or a

natty laboratory model or some-

thing similar. A quick spray with

this will ground flying hostiles

until they dry out and may just
mean the difference between suc-

cess and failure in certain circum-

stances. So, good luck and, if all

else fails, read the instructions —

these instructions.

Stings? Weall get stings, but not

only does the commercial man

get fewer stings, he also gets less

poison in him. Why is this?

Because he scrapes bee, sting,
and all off the minute he feels it

land.

It may take a few stings to get
the technique but there’s a great
incentitive. Nobody likes stings.

Handle the bees correctly and

you'll get very, very few. I have

friends who don’t get a single
sting from one year to the next.

Scrape them as soon as felt and

the few you get won’t be too

bad.

Never leave the sting itself in.

The muscular contractions keep
pumping long after the bee is

away
—

incidentially this looks

facinating under a magnifying
glass if your scientific curiosity
goes that far.

Don’t worry about stings too

much. Certainly the thought of

40,000 bees all coming at you

point first can be a little off-putt-
ing and certainly there are anti-

histamine tablets you may carry
as a precaution and certainly you

get nasty swellings, particularly

if they get you in the loose flesh

around the eyes or elsewhere on

the face. That’s the worst that

can happen.

The best that can happen is that

you quietly and gently, on a

calm sunny day, go through your

hive, see all you want to see, do

all you have to do, and don’t get
a single sting. It happens all the

time.

And one final note for the time

of year, this time on swarms. Un-

less you are 100 per cent certain

they come from your hives (and
they won’t if you’ve done as you

should), collect them and dispose
of them —

a

large plastic bag and

a few squirts of fly spray are as

good as anything, then put them

in your rubbish collection, bag
and all. That way you perform
an act of public service as well

as removing a potential menace.

However, if it should happen
(and it will) that someone should

offer you bees at present occupy-

ing their roof, walls, shed, letter

box, etc, refuse as politely as

possible and as often as necessary.
The work will be long and danger-
ous, the rewards nil, while the

generous donors will complain
about the inconvenience and the

damage. Tell them to call in the

experts, while making it perfect-
ly plain you are not in that cate-

gory.

Don’t rush off full of naive

enthusiasm thinking you are

going to get cheap bees and

free honey. Remember Heinlein’s

TANSTAAFL — There Ain’t No

Such Thing As A Free Lunch —

not one in ten of these feral

colonies have any stores worth

having and you certainly wouldn’t

want any of those horrible
disease-ridden, bad-tempered, in-
dependent-minded bees in your

hives. Leave them 100 per cent

alone.

You may want to increase your

stocks. This is not the time of

year for it unless you can buy
full, certified hives and the sub-

ject will be dealt with later.

Incidentally, if you have any

specific queries you would like

answered, please write in and we

will do our best for you.
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To feed or not to feed

A BEEKEEPER SHOULD ex-

amine his overall management

plan before choosing a feeding

programme.
|

The number of hives to be fed,
sources of ‘‘feed’’ honey avail-

able, initial and maintenance cost

of feeders, relative convenience

of their use, efficiency
— all of

these and more factors will play
a part in helping him to choose

or modify his methods of feeding.

Often the final choice is a com-

promise.

In dealing with syrup, for in-

stance, the use of a very small

capacity entrance feeder filled

several times a week is highly
efficient in stimulating brood

production, but the inconvenien-

ce involved in using it on large
numbers of hives far from home

might make its use impractical.

Spring feeding
If you are in an area where there

is a large quantity of honey that

is of low relative value, of in-

ferior colour or unpleasant fla-

vouring, it might be profitable to

run a percentage of hives just for

a supply of this ‘‘feed’’ honey to

feed the rest of the hives, allow-

ing you then to take more of

their high value honey.

Any hives used for this purpose

should be carefully inspected for

foulbrood at all times, since

there is no easier or more dis-

astrous way of spreading the dis-

ease throughout your hives. Al-

ternatively, combs of feed honey
can be separated out at the ex-

tracting stage and saved for later

use.

This involves a little on the spot

“‘srading”’ of the honey crop by
visual inspection and taste, and it

should be remembered that any

frame used for this purpose will

be going into the brood nest
—

broken or sagging combs should

be culled out. I would still hesi-

tate to recommend this unless

your hives have been free of

foulbrood for some time, or un-

less you carry out a very careful

inspection for disease on every

hive as you remove its honey.

Feed honey should be stored in

sound boxes on a drip tray with

a cover of some sort. Mice and

robbing bees can be annoying
and ruinous, so care should be

taken in its storage.

In some cases areas where wax

moths might be a problem, fumi-

gation might even be advisable.

Your apiary instructor can advise

you onthis.

Feeding the colony essentially in-

volves the removal of empty
frames from the outside of the

brood nest and their replacement
with combs of honey.

Be careful not to take out the
combs of pollen which will be

found on either side of the

cluster. If during your work in

Feeding colonies of bees, for

stimulation of brood rearing

or providing stores, is a task

carried out by all beekeepers
at one time or another. With

certain types of management,

this takes the form of feeding
~

back combs of honey saved

for the purpose. More com-

monly, dry sugar or sugar

syrup is fed.

In this article, Nick Wallingford
of Dannevirke, describes some

of the equipment and procedures
used in connection with feed-

ing colonies of bees.

the brood nest you rotate the

old, sagging and broken combs

toward the outside, the bees will

use up any honey in them, and

they will be empty and ready
to take home to melt down.

Winter feeding
Using combs of honey to provide
stores for wintering a hive is

carried out in much the same

way. It should be remembered

that bees need an open area of

comb upon which to initiate

their clustering, so do not shift

combs of pollen or honey into

the middle of the brood nest un-

necessarily .

Where large amounts of stores

are needed to over-winter a hive,
it can become difficult to get
enough honey into the hive with-

out unduly breaking up the

brood nest. Combs half filled

with honey and pollen can also

limit the amount of honey put
into a brood nest.

With most beekeepers wintering
their hives in two boxes, the ob-

vious solution would be to adda

third box, but this has some

drawbacks —

looking for the

queen in the spring is more diffi-

cult, and some beekeepers try to

keep their white combs for ex-

traction only.

If a queen excluder is put be-

tween the added box of combs

and the brood nest, there is the

chance that the cluster will leave
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the queen below to die as they
move up and into the box of

honey.

A method used by some South

Island beekeepers seems to solve

these problems. They use a piece
of bagging about 300 mm by
450 mm (12”’ by 16’’) between

the brood nest and the box of

honey combs.

Very few queens will ever go out

to the edge of the hive to go
around this mat and into the

third box, but the bees seem to

transfer the honey down during
periods of settled weather in the

winter so they are able to make

use of the stores provided in the

additional box.

Feeding dry sugar

Feeding dry white sugar or dry
raw sugar is a_ fairly accented
practice among some beekeepers.
An article by Ivor Forster in the

March 1976 edition of the “NZ

Beekeeper’’ detailed his findings
after feeding hives on dry white

sugar one year and feeding dry
raw sugar the next, in both in-

stances comparing the hives with

others fed with sugar syrup.

In 1973-74 he found that signi-
ficantly more honey was stored

by the syrup-fed group than by
those fed white sugar dry. The

difference was not so marked

between syrup fed hives and

those fed dry raw sugar. He con-

cluded, that short term feeding
with dry sugar is satisfactory,
particularly if some honey is

available to the hive.

Some beekeepers feed dry sugar

by simply pouring it into the

hive over the tops of the frames,
usually toward the back or sides

of the hive. There is some risk of

wastage as the bees may throw

the sugar out of the hive, viewing
it as “‘foreign matter’’ rather than

converting it to stores.

Another method involves using a

strip of newspaper 500 mm by
125 mm (20” by 5’’). This is

placed between the two brood

boxes along one side of the hive.

Dry sugar is then poured down in

the space between the outside

combs and the wall.

Other beekeepers use containers

to hold the dry sugar, either a

paper bag, or a trough type feed-

er placed on top of the brood-

nest.

In the February 1976 issue of

the NZ Beekeeper, Colin Rope
states that dry sugar should be

placed on top of the hive im-

mediately below the lid. In this

position condensation and

warmth rising from the colony
enable the bees to utilize the

sugar effectively.

However, it should be stressed

that though dry sugar feeding is

very convenient, it may not be

very effective, and should not be

employed unless the hive has a

moderate amount of honey avail-

able to it.

Feeding sugar syrup
There are

hoe
popular feeders

for use with Sucar

syrun and cach
le lh Cua —_ WAL

has merit for certain operations
and conditions. These descrip-
tions are of those that seem to be

most commonly used in New

Zealand, as well as a few varia-

tions used overseas.

About the smallest capacity
feeder for syrup is the Boardman,
or entrance style feeder. It con-

sists of a jar with a screw lid with

five to six small (1.5 mm or

frame nail size) holes punched or

drilled in it.

When turned upside down, the

bees can take the syrup through
the small openings.

The jar is inverted onto a block

of wood which is bored to take

the screw type lid and hold it a

beespace above a

_

passageway
which leads into the hive. The

feeder is placed on the bottom

board with the projection into

the entrance.

A variation used in the United

States is to insert this style of

feeder into a hole bored into the

second box (used during the flow

aS an upper entrance) where the

bees will be able to take the

syrup even if the weather is quite
cold, since they will not have to

travel so far from the warmth of

the cluster.

The greatest advantage of the

Boardman is that the level of the

syrup is visable from the outside

of the hive, and it can be examin-

ed, removed, or refilled without

A friction lid tin can feeder in

place on top of a hive.

having to disturb the bees at all.

For this reason it has some merit

with queen raising hives where

manipulations should be kept to

a minimum.

Probably the most widely used

feeder, especially among com-

mercial beekeepers, is the over-

the-hive type feeder with a capa-

city of three to four gallons. One

style, made entirely of wood,
consists of a shallow watertight
box with a “‘chimney”’ through
from the hive so that the bees are

able to climb up into it to take

the syrup.

The chimney can be two slotted

blocks of wood joined together
or it could be a solid block with

a 25 mm hole drilled through it.

The bottom of the box should be

of hardboard and inserted into

saw kerfs in the sides and ends

so that it gives a beespace of 8

mm above the tops of the frames.



Top feeders in place with straw

in the syrup to prevent feeding
bees from drowning.

Place the division board"feeder
where the outside frame should

be.

The other style much in use is

made with either an old 60 lb

honey tin (small lid type) or an

egg pulp tin cut in half, each

piece being attached to a shallow

box the size of a half depth super.

The bees come up into it through
the gap between the two tins.

The lids should be soldered in

place to avoid leakage.

Some sort of flotation! material

is needed to keep the bees from

drowning in the syrup. Wood

wool, straw, brush or some other

fibre should be placed in the

feeder to give the bees something
to run around on.

The tins may need to be waxed

or painted to give the bees purch-
ase.

Its biggest disadvantage is its

small capacity, and for this

reason it is used very little around

commercial apiaries.

The friction-lid feeder is one

alternative.

Five to six, 1.5 mm holes are

punched in the lid of a five or

10 lb can filled with syrup, which

is inverted directly over the

brood nest.

Several sticks should be used to

keep it from resting directly on

the top of the frames.

If a mat is used it can be either

folded over, or a hole can be

made through it to give the bees

access to the tin. Several tins of

feed can be given at one time if

a large feed is necessary.

An empty super is placed over

the feeding tin and the hive’s lid

replaced.

The division board feeder is a

trough-type feeder made

_

to

replace one or more of the

outside frames in the hive. It has
the same outer dimensions as a

frame, and similar lugs to sup-

port it.

The sides can be made of hard-

board or tin or some similar

material, as long as the feeder

can be made watertight. Melted

paraffin wax is ideal for this pur-

pose.

Its capacity will vary with its

width, being anywhere from five

to 10 lb. The feeder can beeasily
filled with a watering can (with-
out the rose, of course) after it is

in the hive.

Two variations of the division-

board feeder are worth noting.
One is the use of a plastic bag in-

stead of the traditional-type con-

struction.

An old culled comb is slipped in-

to the plastic bag and stapled
along the top bar just enough to

join the two. It can beslipped in-

to a gap in the outside of the oem —

.

'There are a number of consider-hive and then filled in the regular
manner, the bag swelling with

the weight, but retaining its

shape when pressing against the

adjacent frame and the hive wall.

The old comb gives the bees a

place on which to stand and walk

while they take the syrup, as well

as helping the bag keep its shape
as it is emptied.

Another easily made and cheap
feeder can be constructed by

folding galvanised iron around

a form, then dipping it in hot

paraffin wax. If the folding is

done carefully, the wax will

make it watertight without any

soldering at all. This is a fairly
quick and inexpensive division-

board feeder to make.

Many beekeepers keep one of

these feeders with each hive

throughout the year, storing it

on top of the hive, or in stacks in

the yard. During the honeyflow,
it can be turned upside down on

the top super, and if the bees un-

expectedly run short of storage

space it will hold another half a

box of surplus honey.

When taking off the last of the

honey any unfinished supers can

be left. above the feeder and the

bees will transport the honey
down and pack it around the

broodnest. Wax scrapings can be

stored in it until they are taken

home to be rendered. The feeder

can also make a handy stool on

which to sit to examinethe hive.

{Anothertype of top feeder used
-in Canada, Australia and New

, Zealand is a large plastic bagfill-
‘ed with two gallons or so of

syrup. The top is closed with

either a rubber band or wire fast-

ener. Zip lock bags are very po-

pular, too.

The feeder is placed on top of

the brood chamber, with an

‘empty super around it. Several

small holes or a gash is made on

the top of the bag and the bees

take the syrup through this. The

‘bagscost about 5c and can be

-reused, filling through the hole in

the top, or they can be discarded

after one use. This method is de-

scribed by Keith Doull in the

‘August 1970 issue of the NZ

Beekeeper.

ations to be taken into account

when feeding sugar syrup.

A large feed too early in the

spring or too late in the autumn

will have a tendency to seriously
deplete the bee strength of a

hive, when several smaller feed-

ings might be handled more ade-

quately.

Although it might necessitate

another visit, the hives will come
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through in much better shapeif

fed a little but often. At any

rate, do not wait until late in the

autumn to do any syrup feeding
needed for winter stores, since it

involves considerable work for

the bees converting syrup to seal-

ed stores and it places a lot of

stress on the hive if these same

bees will have to carry the hive

through the winter.

It would be far better to feed

early to make use of the larger

force of field bees left from the

gathering of the crop and then

the hive can winter with the still

fresh young bees raised just
before brood rearing ceases.

Murray Reid made this point
very forcefully in an article in

the April 1974 issue of the “NZ

Beekeeper’? on feeding sugar

syrup to hives in winter.

No matter what type of feeders

and feeding you use, steps should

be taken so that robbing by
other bees in the area does not

get started. Keep all honey and

sticky combs covered while

working the hives, and be careful

not to drip syrup, since once the

robbers have started it is very

hard to stop them.

Special care should be taken in

the spring and the period just
after a flow has ceased, as robbers

will quickly attack and rob any
weak or unprotected colony.

PRINT YOUR OWN

CUT COSTS!! 6kg

FINE LINE PRINTER

by Fine Line Honey Ltd.,

With the:-

All enquiries to:-
K.C. Morris,

|

63 Norbiton Rd.,
FOXTON.

ibility and lead a field crew.

SITUATION

VACANT

Man to join our team in our modern palletized

migratory apiary operation. Applicant must have had

sufficient experience to enable him to take respons-

ECROYD'S ‘ACORN’

WEED PROCESS

COMB FOUNDATION

Good stocks of Medium Brood and Full Depth
Thin Super now on hand.

Products involved are cut comb honey, extracted

honey, package bees and queen rearing, though
experience in all these is not necessary.

Obtainable from

We would consider a proposition from a person with
hive holdings to join us.

T.R.W. NICHOLAS

HAINES APIARIES LTD.,
P.O. Box 284

KAITAIA

237 Te Atatu Road

(Railway Station, Henderson)

Te Atatu South Phone 69-369



BETWEEN

THE COMES

Wasp not after people
A harmless wasp has been causing
unwarranted alarm around Auck-

land.

It is the small, stingless, yellow
and black ichneumon wasp

(Xanthopimpla rhopaloceros).
Ichneumon wasps were introduc-

ed to New Zealand eight years

ago by the biological control

section of the DSIR to counter

the leaf roller caterpillar, a pest
of many fruit trees and home-

garden plants.

The wasp has spread as far south

as Te Awamutu and is often

found flying around hedges in

search of its prey.

According to the Minstry of

Agriculture and Fisheries’ Plant

Health Diagnostic Station at Mt

Albert the wasp appears to be

having an effect on leaf-roller

populations, but no formal as-

sessment has yet been made.

Bee Disease Hits Canada

A fungus disease of bees that has

been primarily limited to Europe
has shown up with disturbing
proportions in Canada. Its full

potential is not yet known, but

researchers are wasting no time in

investigating the disease, called

chalk brood.

Don Nelson, head of the apicult-
ure section at the Agriculture
Canada Research Station in

Beaverlodge, Alberta, coordinat-

ed a survey across Canada last

summer at the request of the Ca-

nadian Association of Apicultur-
ists.

‘“‘We were surprised and somewhat

alarmed by what we found,” he

says. ‘“‘We found evidence of chalk

brood in 32 per cent of the 5374

hives inspected. The disease was

first spotted in a few isolated

hives in 1971.”

Of the 32 per cent of infected

hives, two per cent were severely
affected by the disease, which

kills and mummifies the larvae.

‘Even 2 per cent mortality
early in the season could affect

the total hive population and

thus the honey production, says

the researcher.

Work is now centered on determ-

ining the disease’s potential under

Canadian weather conditions and

its possible impact on the honey
industry.

Because of harsh winters, more

than 300,000 bee colonies are

routinely destroyed late each

summer in Western Canada. It is

feared, however, that the disease

will persist through the winter in

the combs and affect the new

bees.

The severity of the disease varied

from province to province and

this may provide a clue to its sur-

vival under winter conditions.

Apimondia Field Day
At the inaugural meeting of the

Apimondia Field Day Sub-com-

mittee it was agreed that the

Field Day be held at Tanunda

Oval on 17-10-77, starting at

10.00 a.m.

An invitation is now issued to

those engaged in any aspect of

the beekeeping industry who

wishes to demonstrate working
machinery, inventions, or special
techniques, to apply to Mr D.G.

Brown, Secretary, Apimondia
Field Day, Box 1671 G.P.O.

Adelaide, S.A. 5001. No entry
fee!

Applications should be forwarded

before October 31, 1976.

In order that demonstrations and

exhibitions will be of the highest
standards, the Committee agreed
to ask F.C.A.A.A. to appoint a

representative from each State to

vet applications, and to advise

the Committee of Interestate in-

terest in what this Committee

hopes will be the highlight of the

26th Apimondia Congress.

Progress reports and a programme
wil be published in the near

future.

Fullsome praise
The New Zealand Beekeeper has

taken on a new look. With greatly
enlarged format, 32 pages and a

completely new layout it caps

any beekeeping journal any where.

True it only appears quarterly
and is linked to funds raised

from hive levies on the commer-

cial beekeepers through its Na-

tional Beekeeper’s Association

but it certainly presents that

readable look. We wish it every

success.

— from British Bee Journal,
February, 1976.

Had he but followed Dad

ADOLPH HITLER, born 20 April, 1889, in the “Zum Pommer’”’

Inn, in the little town of Braunau in Austria-Hungary, had a father
called Alois Hitler, an exciseman, 52 years of age and a mother

Klara Potzel, younger than her man by 23 years.

In 1895, when Alois, who was the perfect double of Hindenburg
with his square head and heavy drooping moustache, decided to

retire he withdrew to Leonding, a village near Linz, where the

Traun River joins the Danube. Until his death in 1903, the one-

time exciseman, a surly, sour character, lived in a small house sur-

rounded by a garden and pursued the joys of beekeeping.

Australian Bee Journal

56(3):15 1975
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FROM THE

OLONIES

SOUTHLAND

Southland has experienced a very cold and wet

winter so we are now looking forward to a spring
more suitable to beekeeping and a hopeof a better

than average crop.

WEST COAST (SOUTH ISLAND)
The warm South Westland autumn that caused

bees to consume stores while foraging for nectar

sources that failed to produce and the cold winter

that has caused them to consume still more to keep

Over the past year Southland has seen the retire-

ment of many well-known beekeepers, namely
John De Witt who now lives north of Timaru, Jack

Davies of Drumond, Jack Glynn of Balfour and

Norman Glass of Gore. We trust these men will

enjoy a long semi retirement and we know they
will keep an active interest in beekeeping.

Our thanks go to the MAF for the work it is doing
in the south, organising a honeybee management
course at Telford Farm Training Institute, and a

seninar in Gore.

Tony Clissold,
Waikaka.

WANTED

POLLEN

GRANULES

Best market price offered for clean dry Pollen. Up
to 1000 kilos required during October — November.

Write, phoneor call:-

Healtheries of New Zealand Ltd,
P.O. Box 11-201,

Ellerslie,
Auckland 5.

Phone: 593-179,
Address: 47 Wilkinson Road, Ellerslie 5.

Discuss with us also your requirements of our

pollen supplement.

warm, means that a lot of hives are going to have

less than enough stores for the spring.

Feeding sugar at its present price can be an expens-
ive chore that no beekeeper will relish but which

may become very necessary.

Naturally we all hone that the rata that is left will

flower this coming season, but its depletion by
disease, opposums and forestry is rather in the dis-

aster category as far as beekeeping is concerned

especially as regards expansion.

Peter Lucas,
Harihari.

SOUTH CANTERBURY

With the prospects of a higher than anticipated
payout by the Honey Marketing Authority, drier

and better wintering conditions for the bees and

more honey in the brood nest in the hives than for

several seasons, most beekeepers have shaken the

snows of winter from their blankets, arisen from

their beds and are preparing to face the coming
season with much more confidence than for some

time.
|

However we must not be too complacent
—

wasps

were particularly bad last autumn and as the winter

conditions would allow nests to survive, look out

for wasps this spring. We killed 43 nests last

autumn and there are still wasps in some areas.

Some parts of South Canterbury are very dry, only
seven to eight inches of rain have fallen so far this

year in the coastal region. Good spring rains are

desperately needed if we are to have normal spring
srowth. Remember 1969 — this could happen
again.

Operating costs have risen again, wages are high
and with world honey prices showing no sign of

upward movement let us curb our enthusiasm to

just making sure we produce as much honey as

possible for as little cost as we can.

It is only the beginning of spring, a long time to

the honey flow so lets iook forward to this season

with optimism.

Harry Cloake,
Timaru



s NEW

FRONTIERS

Anew method of requeening
by Nick Wallingford

introducethem to their hives.
3

Sometimes they cause serious
disturbance to the colony at a

time when it can least afford it,
the critical pre-flow build up

period. I would like to describe a

method which can result in

systematic requeening of your

hives with queen cells without

splitting them and without hunt-

ing queens.

Many beekeepers use “‘tops’’ or

*‘splits” in which to get queens

mated for eventual introduction

to the hive. Several frames of

brood, bees, and honey are taken
from ‘the hive and raised into

another box above a division

separatedfreon:the parenthive,
and supplied with a queen cell.
In theory, the cell hatches the ©

queen mates, and begins laying,
and the unit is then united to the
hive, thereby re-queening it. In

practice what often happens is a

hive just beginning to expand has

a critical amount of brood and

ae taken from it, it is weaken-
ed so it cannot benefitfromany
2arly flow,and if the celldoesn’t
result in a laying queen, the

honey,bees, and brood used to
makethe “top’’ are wasted.

a

effort andpee. eeraiseatid:

which

cedure i
imp wae

Murray Reid, ‘ApiculturalAdvis-

ory Officer, as many as 60 to 70

per cent of the hives may be

requeened by this simple proced-
ure.

There are several drawbacks with

this method, too. Often, both

old queen and virgin disappear,
making as many as 20 per cent

back up nuclei a must. You will

not know for sure whether the

old queen was replaced, or the

age or strain of the queen in the

hive. In certain seasons, this

method has fared better than
others — the uncertainty and -

possiblelosses of productive
-

units through requeeningtroubles
are a disadvantage.
Through the use of a colibinatign
of these two methods, I believe I

have hit on a system that requires
very little Tore work than the

protected¢ 21] introduction, but

ill give more certain re-

sults. It doesn’thamperthe hives

never a intotwoeseunits.
ae

eed hen3yougpdioackahiseih.o :

pe

To.avoid splittinghives in‘the: aac springthathasbeer
+

winter-eet

pring.this.ey: ondyet‘oe 1
in two boxes, the cli 1,

Whe

similar to this forfi

cells

developmentor cause loss of
)

stores or bees, sincethe hive is —

. few daysTater_use the rear

will emerge,pedac will°eaebe4 na!ce sure you

tolerated by the bees, much as
old

q
:

they would _ under
=

the super-
se. In work done by

framesi in the vente
;

aerie otter
box, replacing them with two

from it, taking care not ~ split
the broodnest.too much .

Now place a queen ieee over

this box on the bottomboard. It

should contain the old queen and

the main part of the broodnest.

On the excluder, at the rear

corners of the eve put several
chips of wood or small stones

and place the other poe on top
of the hive, so that the small gap
will provide this second box with

an entrance to the rear of the

hive, just above the excluder. Put

a queen cell with a protector
next to the sealed brood that

you transferred to this box. Put
the cover on and

a, it alone
OE three weeks.

Byseparating the old queenfa
the protected cell by a quee
cluder, I think the cell’s chances
are considerablyimproved. Many
of you use queen-rightunits

ling queen

he. excluderbetween

Eos impulse.Tf—goes
well,the virginwil emergeand a
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system with additional safeguards
and with a way of telling if your

attempted requeening was suc-

cessful. If the cell doesn’t result

in a laying queen, nothing has

been lost — all the honey, brood

and bees used for the cell are still

in the hive. It was never really

split or weakened at all.

The unit with the young queen

could be used to requeen the

hive, to re-queen another hive,
for increase, or as the basis for a

two-queen system if the old

queen is still present below the

excluder.

survive any fighting that might
occur, especially if her unit is

above that of the old queen. If

used as increase, it can be placed
on another bottomboard in the

yard, or better yet shifted to

another yard to avoid losses

through drifting. It might also re-

quire strengthening by the addi-

tion of brood from other hives.

If both old and young queen are

laying, I would prefer to leave

the units as they are, and get as

much benefit from this true two-

queen system as I could, giving
both additional room as needed,

I believe this system has merit —

it allows for fairly systematic re-

queening of all the hives, while

never dividing the hives into two

weaker units with its consequent-
ial problems. It will enable you
to easily keep records as to the

age of the queen, and eventually
you might even begin to recognise
certain of your more ‘“‘tolerant”’

strains, those that tend to retain

both old and ‘‘supercedure”’
queen. Such a trait would rate

very high in any breeding pro-

gramme.

If
using

it to requeen

a

hive theusing It to requeen a

before the flow.

and possibly uniting shortly Aeee DeAeBee
younger queen will generally

SITUATION VACANT

Married man experienced in commercial beekeeningBEEKEEPERS

TECHNICAL LIBRARY

The Library appreciates the following donations:-

re

From Mrs M.J. Parker, Editor of “Bee News Tasmania” of

Howrah, Tasmania.—

Honey Plants of Western Australia, by Frances G. Smith,
1969, 82 pages.

Honey and Pollen Flora of Tasmania, by T.D. Raphael, 40

pages. Tasmania Department of Agriculture Bulletin No. 15

(photostat copy).
The Honey Flora of Queensland, by S.T. Blake and C. Roff,
1972, 234 pages.
Bee News, six copies, edited by Mrs M.]. Parker, 12 pages.

From Murray Reid. —

Storage of Queen Bees, by Murray Reid, 1975, 12 pages.

Reprint from Bee Research Association.

Bee World, 2 copies.

From AlisterLee of Southland for the Archives Dept. —

Alliance Bee Supplies 1930 catalogue and price list. Glean-

ings, 1920, 1921.

From General Assembly Library Wellington. —

Photostats of the remaining missing copies of our file of

“The New Zealand Beekeepers Journal’, from July 1914.

The library from spare copies, was able to build up the

parliamentary library file up to a completeset.

Available for special long term loan.

Several copies of “ABC and XYZ of Beekeeping” are avail-

able for study loan of one year for 50 cents (plus postage
24 cents). Would those borrowers who asked for these

when they were not available please write again.

Books may be borrowed by members of the National

Beekeepers Association from the Librarian: Chris Dawson,
P.O. Box 423, Timaru. Send stamped addressed envelope
for catalogue and list of rules.

preferably with some mechanical knowledge. Sober

habits.

Casual work in honey shopetc. available for wife.

House available.

Apply: Acacia Bay Apiaries Ltd.

Box 460

Taupo
phone 2688-M

SPRING
QUEENS

1976
Order now to secure delivery of new season’s spring
and autumn queens.

COMMERCIAL SUPPLY

$3 each, delivery from October. Please phone(p.p.
collect) for enquiries.

HOBBYIST SUPPLY

10 or less, $3.50 each. Telegrams, if required, plus
70c. Order direct or write for further information.

TERMS

Less 10 per cent for cash with order.

We are grafting from some excellent Italian breed-

ing queen stock and obtaining mating control with

high density drone saturation. All our work is car-

ried out using natural colony influence in a dis-

ease-free area.

SURFSIDEAPIARIES
(BRUCE STANLEY)

P.O. Box 2047, Whakatane

Phone 5643 Whakatane



New president elected,

concern expressed about

postal voting procedures

THE 1976 Annual Meeting of

the National Beekeepers’ Asso-

ciation Inc. was a fragmented
affair, its business being sand-

witched in between conference

sessions and travel arrangements
of guest speakers.

The election of officers was left

until late in the proceedings and

Ivan Dickinson, president for the

last four years, disappointed
many members by refusing to ac-

cept nomination for another

term as president. He told the

meeting he had decided to resign
because of the need for new

people with new ideas to take on

responsibility within the associa-

tion.

‘In the period of Ivan Dickinson’s

presidency, some very necessary

changes were made in the indust-

ry,’ said Percy Berry who was

elected unopposed to the pres-

idency in Mr Dickinson’s stead.

*‘Thank you for your expression
of confidence in me, I hope to

serve the industry well.’’

The first nomination for vice-

president named Gavin McKenzie,
who declined on the grounds of

other committments. Elected

vice-president unopposed was

Mike Stuckey of Auckland.

In general business, Mr Herron of

Southland said he was surprised

that the postal ballots for the

association executive had requir-
ed members to vote for three of

the four people on the ballot

paper for their votes to be valid.

“The situation could occur,’’ he

said, ““where a man was forced to

make three votes, when he only
wished to make one. In this way
he could easily vote to the dis-

advantage of the man he wished

to vote for.”’

Several members expressed con-

cern about the need to make

three votes and the executive

secretary Mr Beard, agreed to

have a look into the matter.

Further criticism was also made

about the failure of the head

office to inform the result of the

South Island election before con-

ference and the failure of the

office to inform North Island

members that a ballot was not

required for representatives of

that island.

These criticisms were noted by
the president and the executive

secretary and it was generally ac-

cepted that these were teething
troubles which had resulted from

the first year of operation of the

postal ballot system, and should

not occur in the future.

\

Mr Beard explained that executive

members have two-year terms

and that they retired in rotation.

Next year hesaid
,

Messrs Stuckey,
Dickinson and Berry would all

retire. There had been no change
in the membership of the execut-

ive as a result of this year’s elect-

ions.

Resolutions were carried by
acclaim during the latter part of

the annual meeting congratulat-
ing Ivan Dickinson for his work

as president and Chris Dawson

for his work as the association

librarian.

Mr Dickinson moved a vote of

thanks to the host branch, Wai-

kato, for its fine job of organis-
ing a successful conference and

annual meeting, especially con-

sidering that the venue was out-

side its normal branch centre.

The most controversial item of

general business was moved by
HMA deputy chairman Kevin

Ecroyd, after the failure of con-

ference remits to define how the

authority’s funds which backed

the guaranteed honey price would

be replenished.

The remit was as follows:
“That this conference supports
the present guaranteed base price
system and recognises the fact
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that the continued operation of
this scheme depends on the exist-

ence of some form of stabilisation
levy. Accordingly the conference
supports in principle the intro-

duction of a stabilisation levy
and requires the executive in

consultation with the authority
to determine how best such a

levy could be implemented and

operated.”’
|

The motion found little favour

with the annual meeting and

only Mr Lorimer spoke in its

favour.

Put to the vote it was defeated

21:38.

After the president had declared

the motion defeated, Mr Hayman,
government representative on the

HMA, said the government would

find it difficult to know whether

the industry supported the base

price system or not. Mr Percy
Berry retorted that there was no

confusion and that the annual

meeting was clearly in favour of

the base price system.

Although all financial members

present could vote in the Annual

Meeting, this was not the case

for the conference, which is now

a conference of delegates.

Delegates were:

Far North: M. Haines, T. Gavin,
Northland: T. Gavin, M. McNabb,
Auckland: M. Stuckey, Waikato:

E.R. Robinson, D. Carey, Bay of

Plenty: D. Barrow, R. Moss,
Hawkes Bay: P. Marshall, B. Ash-

croft, Central and Southern Haw-

kes Bay: D. Ward,South Western:

C.B. Bromell, D. Gibbon, Nelson:

G. White, West Coast: J. Glasson,
Canterbury: J. Bray, G. Hantz,
South Canterbury: .S. Lyttle,
P. Lyttle, North Otago: G.E

Winslade, S. Herman, Otago:
M.J. Heineman, J. Glynn, South-

land: A. Clissold, K. Herron.

JACK GLYNN has been a regular
attender at beekeeping confer-

ences for 50 years and has not

missed a single conference in the

last 30 years.
|

For many years he was secretary
of the West Coast branch of the

association. In 1946 he moved to

Balfour, Southland, to become a

fulltime beekeeper. In later years
he was secretary of the Gore

branch twice and was a member

of the national executive for

five years.

Although Mr Ginniehad now

sold his hives and retired from

active beekeeping, his reputation
as a successful breeder of queens
still remained.

His nomination for life mem-

bership was proposed by Mr

Herron. Other speakers were

man.

Mr W.I. HAINESearned a strong
reputation as a great worker for

the industry in a remote area. He

was always an industry man, his

as to how they would affect the

‘industry, rather than
personally.

:

Clissold and

_

second by Mr

Messrs Poole, Cloake and Heine-

thoughts on issues always being

was a memberof the asso-_

ciationexecutivewhenit :took

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

the vagaries of.travel, made his

attendance impossible.
When he found honey to heavy
to handle he turned to raising
queens, though even here he was

more concerned with quality
than quantity.
His nomination for life mem-

bership was proposed by Mr

Gavin and seconded by Mr

Glasson. Mr Bird also spoke.

HARRY CLOAKE has devoted

considerable time to the

_

in-

dustry, spending more than 10

years on the NBA executive and

six years on the HMA. He has

also advanced the cause of bee-

keeping in other spheres and has

gained a well-founded reputation
for being willing to help others in

the industry.
In receiving his award,he said it

was only with a greatdeal of

co-operation with another that

anything was ever achieved. ‘‘We

won’t achieve anything with

acrimony—:

said *

:

His |‘nominationfor life i
bership a: prcpened7 ore

nd \igomeoyiana h

—
Meh

| contaeencs,4‘illness,‘ratherthan association, thoug

_ the association he became known

for his ability to get his message

known without having to throw

Now retiring and on a oe trip

ference, Mr Glas
thes

-ee inSou‘Aland.

beeal:

ment has meantthat much of his

work has gone unnoticed among
the younger beekeepers.
In 1946 he played his part on the

national executive and for many

years was an officer in his iocal

branch. His biggest contribution

was, however, the work hedid in

helping frame workable danger-
ous sprays legislation which is

now a model for similar legis-
lation in countries overseas.

Mr Gordon, at a branch level,
established a branch apiary which

even now continues to provide
finance for branch funds.

His nomination was proposed by
Mr Marshall and seconded by Mr

Ashcroft. Mr Percy Berry also

spoke to his nomination.

NORMAN GLASS of Gore was a

member of the National executive
in the 1950s and was Gore

branch president for six years.

During his term as an officer of

is

weightaround.

at the time of the 1976 con-
iss remains one of

best — known beekeeping



1976 PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

““A year that

many will

THE YEAR CONCLUDED will

be one that many beekeepers
throughout New Zealand will be

pleased to forget, some will take

several years to recover from the

effects of such a drastic crop.
However it has taken such a year

for many producers to realise just
how vulnerable they are to the

very rapid inflation rate that the

industry has faced over the past
three to four years. It should also

be well and truly recognised
that although small increases in

prices annually do give some re-

lief, they have been insufficient

to enable producers to establish

reserves to cover adverse years
like that we have just had, with-

out rushing to the nearest

lending institution for assistance.

Over many years now beekeepers
have failed to provide for the bad

season and those producers who

have been developing their bus-

inesses over the past year or so

may have extreme difficulty in

withstanding a season such as

that which has just concluded.

This situation cannot continue if

the pollination service to our

agriculture are to be maintained.

This pollination service provided
by the beekeeping industry is so

much taken for granted by so

many in the agricultural sector

and the government and it would

be in their interests to see that

a run down in the beekeeping in-
dustry does not occur.

To achieve these goals there must

be continuing and, to quote a

be pleased to forget..." \
well known saying, ‘‘meaningful

discussions”? between all sections

of the industry. Over the past

months, one cannot say that this

has been the case and I maintain

we have received the just rewards

for such folly. The industry has

approximately some 125 bee-

keepers who are entirely depend-
ent upon beekeeping as a means

of livelihood and a further 75

beekeepers whoderive at least 50

per cent of their income from

honey, as well as the substantial

numbers of beekeepers who own

hives in the 20 to 250 group.

For all these producers we have

something like five different serv-

ice groups not counting the

Ministry of Agriculture and Fish-

eries. In manpower between 30

and 385 persons, all of which

require finance to administer

their meetings and decisions.

Such fragmentation does not in

any way help to achieve a united

industry nor does it assist in ob-

taining a return that will encour-

age further development of the

industry.

However, I cannot see an easy
solution to this fragmentation.
The remits that you are to deal

with at this conference on this

subject I am sure will bear this

out. There are very few, if any

agricultural producer groups that

do have both a marketing organ-
isation and an association to

attend to all other matters

effecting their particular form of

production.

This whole question of industry
organisation will require a con-

siderable amount of research and

debate before any firm proposals
can be formulated and put to the

industry. The beekeepers with

their traditional built in in-

dependent attitude that has

come to the fore many times

before in this industry, will in it-

self be a major factor.

Over the past 12 months the

association has I believe, made

significant steps to improve its

own internal organisation, with

the adoption of the new rules

that was necessary in more ways

than one. At conference last year

I indicated that the association

will have some anomalies in its

rules during the interim. period
until the new rules were settled

and adopted and that it would

require the co-operation and

forbearance of both branches

and members to see it through
this period. I personally am sure

that had this co-operation and

understanding been given by
all branches, the calling of a

second special meeting may not

have been necessary.

The additional costs incurred by
the association has been estimated

at approximately $700 bearing in
mind the costs involved in some

delegates traveling a second time.

As there was in no way, any at-

tempt by the executive to deny
branches or members ample time,
and opportunity, to air their

views on the proposed new rules,
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I fail to see what was achieved in

incurring the extra costs.

Nowthat the association is oper-

ating under the new organisation
I would give a word of warning,
and that is, that the association

be very wary in any future

change of rules, in as much that

any changes recommended by
conference be first referred to

the association’s legal advisory to

see that the changes are correct

and compatible with all other

rules of the association. Until

recent years this has not been the

case and the association has found

itself in dire straights in the past
due to anomalies creeping in

without verification that the

changes were in fact in order.

The matter of establishing the

base price for honey early in the

season must concern all produc-
ers. I believe that your executive

took all possible steps to endeav-

our to have an early decision, but

delay in achieving dialogue with

the HMA and the fact that a

General Election coupled with a

change of government created

delays that were frustrating to

say the least.

Representations by the associa-

tion to government finally pro-
duced a decision in March —

about four months late. The

delay in the release of this price
has its effect on all aspects of

honey marketing and the associa-

tion must continue to solicit the

support of the HMA and any

other groups in the industry to

present a joint case to the min-

ister for a much earlier decision.

I am certain that had this happen-
ed this past year the base price
may have been considerably im-

proved on the 57 cents that does

little to enable the producer to

recover the increasing effect that

inflation is having on his business

and more so, his private income.

In the association’s submissions

to the minister for an increase in

the base price in January, we

showed how the major outgoings
of the producer had increased,
and since that date, significant
increases have ocurred that will

prove that the 3 cent increase

was lost in these increased costs

within three months.

The local marketing of honey is
still as chaotic as ever and it

seems that the age old problem
of packers and suppliers to the

local market not agreeing with

one another, no matter if they
do belong to the same associa-

tion. One of the significant com-

ments made by one or two mem-

bers of the Canadian party that

toured the country this year was

that we are underselling our

honey.

Government in March indicated

to the authority that it would be

competent for them to seek an

increase in the local market

prices to recover the increase in

the base price, this surely was an

indication that the government
was conscious of the need for

producers to be able to recover

some of their increased costs and

I sincerely hope that when the

time arrives for negotiations on

next seasons price that this is

taken into account. In this matter

of local marketing, there is an

urgent need for the getting to-

gether of interested parties to

look objectively at the entire

field of honey marketing with a

view to establishing a policy of

better marketing both in the long
and short term.

For those who attended last

year’s conference and heard my

address, they will know many of

the comments that I am making
today I made then, and this con-

cerns me for it appears to me

that as an industry we have not

attempted to overcome these

problems. In fact I feel that some

sections have drifted further

apart. If no real effort is made to

come to grips with thesituation,
I fear that the industry will leave

itself wide open for continuing
disorder and a lack of proper

recognition of the important part
it occupies in the agricultural
scene.

In spite of the reservations and

fears by some members of the

association the Hive Levy Scheme

has been accepted and has oper-

ated without any real teething
troubles. It is a concern to me

that we still have members who

are not prepared to accept the

majority decision in support of

the scheme. This harrassment

does little to bring any resem-

blance of unity and constructive

policy making to the industry.

I do not agree with those who

advocate that the Hive Levy
should only finance the NBA.

The HMA is an

_

organisation
whose decisions and operations
effect all sections of the industry
and it was not created solely for

those who supply the authority.
At this point however, I must say

that I am concerned that the re-

quirements of the authority from

the fund in the first period of

operation have been relatively
small when one considers the

figures that were estimated by
some HMA members and support-
ers when the scheme was first

envisaged.

I consider that the association’s

year has been a year of reorgani-
sation and consolidation and it

has not been done_ without

problems and decisions that have

required the utmost co-operation
from my executive, the general
secretary Mr Graham Beard, and

his staff, to these people I express

my sincere thanks for their

efforts on the association’s behalf.

The remit paper for this confer-

ence has subject matter that

covers all aspects of honey pro-
duction and marketing and I urge

you all in the interests of industry
co-operation to debate these

matters objectively and taking
into consideration all points of

view when decision time has

arrived.

I agree with those that say the

industry is a small one, but that

does not say that it is insignif-
icant nor that its contribution to

the country’s economy is of no

importance. This industry will be

as good as you, its members, like
to make it and it is on your
shoulders each and everyone to

contribute in a fair and construct-

ive manner to the solving of the

present problems and promoting
policies for the future that will

bring us together with a due

sense of unified purpose and ob-

jective.

— Ivan Dickinson



Taupo
Times
phota

DURING THIS PAST season,

the industry has been facing
some severe problems. Costs,

particularly of petrol and sugar,

have risen dramatically over the

last year or two, while the honey

crop this season has been low.

In some places, particularly in

this region and the Waikato, there
has been a crop failure. Some of

you impressed upon me the

seriousness of the situation last

February and I am pleased that

you have indicated the special
assistance that the government
made available through the Rural

Bank has been helpful.

In the long term each industry
must be self balancing, and the

market prices for an industry’s
products must in the long run

determine the quantity produced.
I am pleased to note that the

honey industry has been self sup-

porting and has not needed to

call on government for large
amounts of assistance; long may

this be the case.

I am also pleased that this in-

dustry now has in operation the

price smoothing and stabilisation

scheme first mooted by the

former minister Hon Doug Carter,
some years ago. The introduction

of the stabilisation scheme caused

much heartburn at the time, but

it now appears with some reserv-

ation perhaps to be widely ac-

cepted. This is good, for it is the

policy of this government to

bring about improvement income

stabilisation policies in all our

primary industries.

“*"The need for

a united voice...”

An edited version of the conference opening address

by Jim Bolger M.P., undersecretary for agriculture.

Payout Timing
I am aware that the announcing
of the payout this year was later

than most of you would have

wished. In large part this was due

to the change of government and

the minister finding it physically
impossible to attend to all the

many pressing problems im-

mediately on taking office. I am

sure the announcement will be

made earlier next season, al-

though I am not certain that it

can be made by mid-December as

some would like.

It is certainly useful for beekeep-
ers to know the payout as early
as possible in the season, but on

the other hand market trends

have to be taken into account

before the payout can be set, and

the later this can be done the

better. The timing of the deci-

sion must therefore be a com-

promise between these two fact-

ors, and my suggestion is that we

aim for an announcement in Jan-

uary or early February.

Some quite fundamental issues

are raised in your remits, espe-

cially as to the future structure

and operation of the honey

marketing authority.

I think now is the time for each

industry to have a thorough re-

appraisal of its position and the

direction it should be heading in

the future. The government will

be interested in the outcome of

your deliberations.

You must remember, however,
that fundamental changes will

require the support of a substan-

tial majority within the industry
before the government would be

prepared to adopt them.

The question of the Honey Mark-

eting Authority’s structure and

Operations was examined fully
by a caucus committee in 1973,
although many of that commit-

tee’s recommendations were not

adopted at the time. It may be

worthwhile to refresh your mem-

ories on the contents of that re-

port.
|

Stabilisation Levy
The other important matters on

the remit paper are the question
of a stabilisation levy and private
exports of honey. The abolition

of the seals levy has meant that

the authority is no longer receiv-

ing a stabilisation or equalisation
type levy. At times in the past it

has amounted to over $20,000
per year.

While there is provision in the

regulations for the introduction

of a stabilisation levy of 5c per

hive, I have not received a

request for any such levy. In any

case a 5c levy would amount to

only $9,000 per year, an insignif-
icant amount when compared to

the cost of maintaining last

year’s payout which required the

drawing of over $90,000 from

reserves. I think conference

should examine closely whether

a stabilisation levy is required,
and if so, how much it should be

and what is the best way of col-

lecting it.

NZ Beekeeper September 1976 25



Private Exports
I have had several requests to

liberalise the export of honey,
but as you all know, the power
to control the export of honey
has been delegated to the Honey
Marketing Authority. Govern-

ment is therefore very reluctant

to interfere with authority de-

cisions in this area, especially as

the authority is elected by all

beekeepers. I am sure the

government would take action

only if the national interest were

at stake. .

I have noted the many suggestions
that private exports be allowed,
subject to control by the author-

ity, and am glad that the need

for orderly marketing is realised.

However the ability of the

authority to set and police the

necessary controls and conditions

must be borne in mind. I am sure

you all appreciate that whatever |

is proposed must be administrat-
ively workable. = eae “8

The chairman of the authority
will, I have no doubt, tell you

howsales are going, but it appears
that the results will be much bet-

ter than was expected when the

payout was set earlier this year.
I understand that the payout
might even reach 60c per kilo,
the maximum possible this sea- _-

son, with some small amount of

money being put back into re-

serves. This is a heartening devel-

opment, both for your industry
and the economy as a whole.

I am pleased to note that the

senate commission recommend-

ation that imports of honey into

the U.S.A. should be subject to

30 percent duty after the first 30

million lb was not agreed to.

Legislation
We are looking at the apiaries
Act 1969 and the honey export
regulations 1950. They are being
revised and updated and a copy

of the drafts should be with your

executive before they are brought
into legislative form.

MAFServicing
I am aware that through retire-

ments and a death the numbers

in the apiary section of the min-

istry will shortly be well below

establishment levels. The ministry
is currently re-examining its

objectives in relation to your

industry and trying to look

ahead. Various proposals of

major concern to your industry
are being considered and your

executive will be informed about

them when the ministry has

something definite to say.

The ministry will be seeking to

improve the service, but must

have regard to cost-effectiveness.

Your industry, because of its

scattered, uneven distribution is

difficult to service.

Government Assistance

The susceptibility of the bee-

keeping industry to even moder-

ate Ghanges in the weather is

aptly demonstrated by compar-

aggthe last two honey seasons.

Many beekeepers obtained a

best-ever honey-crop during the

1974/75 season, resulting in a

record 7,400 tonne New Zealand

yield. This year, however, has

proved to Be a crop disaster for

many beekeepers in widespread
parts of the country, including
the Central Plateau.

The difficulties facing beekeepers
this past season led me to an-

nounce in February aid assist-

ance to beekeepers in specific
areas.

I understand 12 beekeepers in

the Waikato/Rotorua/Taupo area

have applied for assistance, and

$105,500 has been approved. On

a New Zealand basis there were

23 applications and assistance

totalling $200,000 has been ap-

proved.

The honeybee has a recognised
role in New Zealand agriculture.
A good part of the credit for the

development of our pumice-land
pastures lies with honeybees’
activities in reseeding clover. And

not too distant from here, in the

Bay of Plenty, the flourishing
Kiwi-fruit industry depends es-

sentially on honeybees for pollin-
ation.

At the present time, 1600 hives

are brought into the Kiwi-fruit

orchards to aid in the production
of a fruit that is worth $3 million

a year in export returns to this

country.

It has been estimated that within

five years a further 1600 hives

will be needed to meet the pol-
lination requirements of this ex-

panding industry.

This is an example of the dual

role that bees play. A role that is

often overlooked by those out-

side your industry.

That it is overlooked highlights
the communications gap. This

not only happens in beekeeping,
but to all industries.

To solve this, one of the most

important needs is for a united

voice. For this reason, I will be

looking with great interest at the

decisions made by this conference.

Answers to questions:
On multiple or single sellers: ‘‘The

question of the relative merits of single
and multiple sellers can never beanswer-

ed to the satisfaction of all. The NZ

Dairy Board is a classic case of a single
seller and it has been immensely suc-

cessful. The meat industry has a multi-

plicity of sellers but the previous
government brought in a Bill which we

agreed to which will restrict the num-

ber of companies which can market

New Zealand meat.

“It depends on the industry. If you

don’t have the confidence that the

honey industry can collate all its

marketing skills in one authority, then

perhaps private enterprise should be

encouraged. But I believe that what-

ever is done should be an industry
decision.”’

On inspection costs for agricultural
produce: “Our broad objective is to

charge out inspection services for the

cost of providing them.”

On HMA costs: “It is up to the in-

dustry to decide whether the HMA’s

costs are too high, it’s a producer-con-
trolled organisation.”’
On the validity of the 1972 caucus

committee report: ‘‘There has been

no reaffirmation of the report, but

then nothing has come up to make us

change our minds. It would probably
do no harm to the industry to take a

look at the committee’s report again
and see whether you still object now

to some of its recommendations as

strongly as you did then.”

On noxious weed spraying subsidies:

“If you can show us another method

of controlling weeds we’ll adopt it. I

concede that the indiscriminate use of

sprays affects the growth of the in-

dustry. However, we have adopted a

new noxious weed control system
which we hope will ensure that spray-

ing is done at theright time.”



SINCE YOUR LAST conference

there has been an election for

two members of the authority,
which resulted in Mr Percy Berry

joining the board and myself
being re-elected. It is with regret
that I have to report the death of.

a former authority member, Mr

Bruce Forsyth, an active man in

many spheres but especially in

his service to the beekeeping in-

dustry
— in his NBA branch,

on the national executive, as

national president, and as deputy
chairman of the Honey Marketing

Authority. On behalf of the in-

dustry I extend our sympathy to

Mrs Forsyth and her family.

The annual accounts of the

authority for the year ended 31st

August, 1975 were recently
posted to all suppliers and hive

levy payers, together with an ex-

planatory note as to their late-

ness. Due to lower export prices,
it was necessary to draw on

reserves to make the payout of

an average of 54c per kilogram as

directed by the minister of agri-
culture.

Export sales made since the an-

nual balance received an immed-

iate boost by the government’s
devaluation of our currency a

few days before the end of

August, and this initial boost has

been followed by a slow but

steady increase in prices which

the general manager has been

successful in obtaining as a result

of a firm, hard bargainingattitude.

‘"Jealously
guarding its

export monopoly..."

An edited version of an address by Mr Russel Poole,
chairman of the Honey Marketing Authority.

at_themement—is

that our stocks of honey are fair-

ly low, and we should reach the

opening of the new honey season

toward the end of this year with

practically no honey on hand.

Tha naatinn
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Local Market Pricing
Onthe local market, the authority
increased its selling price to re-

coup the base price of 57c per

kilogram set by the minister as

the average payout to be made

this year. This has resulted in the

authority’s honey being the

highest priced packs on the local

market and consequently there

has been a certain amount of

buyer resistance, with a reduction

in the quantity sold. For the

authority to continue in the role

of price setter for the New Zea-

land market more co-operation
is needed from other suppliers
to the same market in raising
their prices to the same level as

the authority.

Producers selling to the public
from the honey house door

should also assist in educating
the public to the true value of

honey by setting a price relative

to current retail prices, rather

than relating their price to the

bulk price or the wholesale price.
The authority discussed the pos-

sibility of allowing exports of

packed lines of honey byprivate
exporters, and called for submis-

sions on the subject from inter-

ested parties. Only three submis-

sions were received, Wich prov-
ably indicates the lack of any
real interest by private exporters.
The submissions were discussed

at length, and it was decided to

make no changes to current policy
until the return of the general
manager from an overseas trip
which is to take place in August.

The countries to be visited in-

clude Europe, The United King-
dom, The United States, Japan
and some Arab states, and the

general manager will be invest-

igating market prospects for bulk

honey and retail packs. He will

be making contact with our exist-

ing customers and seeking new

buyers, expecially in countries

which have not been importers
of New Zealand honey in the

past.

Need for throughput
As the authority is at present
constituted and has been oper-

ating, the level of payout to pro-
ducers is directly affected by the

level of through-put handled by
the authority. Consequently the

authority has been unwilling to

reduce its through-put by allow-

ing private exports which would

in all probability take the best

honeys and the best markets

and leave the authority to handle

a lesser quantity of honey, a

higher proportion of which

would be_ the _harder-to-sell

grades.
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Beemore successful
with printed Lily cartons

HONEY mark
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To bee more successful and to increase

your sales, sell your honey in attractively
printed Lily cartons.

@ Printed paper cartons offer you a M-Lily cartons are made in New

bright attractive package for Zealand under the authority and

maximum sales appeal on retailers Supervision of Lily Tulip Division,
shelves. Owens, Illinois, U.S.A.

@ Also printed paper cartons enable

you to feature your name which For further details write:

ensures brand patronage. FRANK M. WINSTONE (MERCHANTS) LTD,

= Strong sturdy paper cartons are
P.O. Box 2195, Auckland. Phone 33-409.

available in 250g, 500g, and 900g South Island representative:
sizes, in either a stock honey Mr P. G. Collings,
design or printed to your own 33 Charlcott Street,

design. Christchurch.



The authority operates as a type
of industry co-operative selling
organisation, and as such it is

jealously guarding its export
monopoly in the best interests of

its suppliers. If a majority of

honey producers want this to be

changed, then they must either

ask the government to change
the rules, or elect new members

to the authority who are prepar-
ed to give some of the authority’s
markets to a few private exporters
who will prosper at the expense
of the beekeepers.

|

We are now in the second year of the

Hive Levy, and as was predicted the

authority is being criticized for the

actions it is taking to collect the levy,
and the 10 per cent penalty for late

payment. The levy scheme was ap-

proved by a previous annual conference

of the NDA aia the regulations were

drawn up and approved by the NBA

executive. The HMA merely imple-
ments the regulations as it is required
to do by law.

If you dislike the regulations then pur-

suade conference and your executive

to change them. Don’t do what was

done at a recent Canterbury Branch

meeting where two members endeavour-

ed to censure the HMAfor asking the

members for the 10. per cent late pay-
ment penalty.
I feel the NBA has not done enough
through its publication the “NZ Bee-

keeper’? to acquaint beekeepers with

the requirements of the Hive Levy
regulations, and the results of their

non-compliance with the regulations.
As the Hive Levyis designed primarily
to finance the NBA and levy payers

are the prime members of the associa-

tion, the executive should ensure that

all necessary information is brought to

their notice.

In the annual report of the National

Beekeepers Association for the eight
months May 1, 1975 to December 31,
1975, the authority comes in forcrit-

icism of its alleged lack of co-operation
with the NBA executive. One of the

areas of criticism was the Hive Levy
collection which I have already dealt

with.

On page two of the report it states ““A

remit was passed at the 1975 Confer-

ence calling upon the authority to re-

view the basis under which private
packers might be able to enter directly
into the export marketing of honey in

retail packs’’. This is not correct.

The remit called on “‘the NBA to make

a recommendation to the minister

concerned to licence packers to export

honey in retail containers subject to

quality etc.”’

Despite the fact that the HMA was not

called on to allow exports by packers,
the NBA report goes on in the next

paragraph to criticize the authority for

refusing to discuss the proposal with

the executive.

On page four of the report, discussing
the honey price as set by the minister

of agriculture, the authority is accused

of having “failed to move in this mat-

ter before late Junuary or February
with a price fixing date beyond mid-

March’’,

The facts are that our meeting was

held a few days before the 1975

General Election when any application
to see the minister would not have re-

sulted in a meeting with him before

the election, and, as the result of the

election proved, our approach would

have been to the wrong minister.

As soon as the new government an-

nounced early December the name of

the new minister of agriculture I wrote

seeking a meeting. The minister did

not make an appointment until I re-

minded him again in late January, and

on arriving home from the subsequent
meeting I worked until 2 a.m. writing
a letter to the minister, as requested
by him, confirming the points discuss-

ed at the meeting. From then on there

was nothing I could do but wait for

the minister to convey his decision to

me. This took him another six weeks.

I have made this explanation at a num-

ber of beekeepers’ meetings and field

days, but I thought it necessary to

make it again as the NBA sawfit to

make such an incorrect statement and

unwarranted criticism in its annual

report.
The members of this authority were

elected by the majority of the bee-

Keepers of New Zealand to carry out

the functions of the authority in the

manner most advantageous to the in-

dustry. This we are doing, but too

much of our time is wasted in answer-

ing criticism from those in the NBA

who are in a position to know the true

state of affairs, but prefer to ignore
them asit suits their purpose.

What is needed is co-operation for the

benefit of the industry as a whole, but

co-operation does not mean the HMA

giving up its viewpoint and agreeing
wholeheartedly with the NBA.

The authority is primarily concerned

with selling honey to the best possible
advantage and paying the best payout
to its suppliers, as the authority’s pay-
out sets the standard for the whole

country. Where other points of view

appear to conflict with these aspects
of the authority’s responsibilities, then

we will continue in our path
— not of

being unco-operative
— but of being

determined to strive for the best re-

ward for the honey producers of New

Zealand.

There are a number of remils on the

order paper concerning the authority,
and I propose to comment on those

directly concerning the day to day

operations of the authority.

Remit No. 10 from Southland re dirty
containers. It is not in our interest to

supply dirty containers to producers,
and we do not intentionally send out

dirty containers. The fact that some

dirty containers have gone out would

seem to prove that some of our staff

are human —

a statement that some

may wish to dispute.

Remit No. 11 re the Kimpton agree-

ment. This document is not classified

information, but I have only one copy

here. With your chairman’s permission
T would suagost that if those wishing a

copy would leave their names with the

secretary I will have sufficient photo
copies made for the number ordered

and they can be obtained from the

secretary tomorrow on payment of the

photocopying charge.

Remit No. 12 re the late annoucement

of the base price
— I have already ex-

plained that the delay was not of the

authority’s making.
All the other remits affecting the

authority
— with the exception of

Number 9 —

propose changes in the

concept of the authority which can

best be dealt with by discussion and

co-operation between the

_

various

branches advocating different ways of

how the HMA and NBAshould bere-

structured.

Remit No. 9 —

censure of the HMA

for lack of co-operation with NBA —

this expresses an opinion with which

I do not agree. However, if the confer-

ence agrees with Southland Branch

and passes this remit, I hope that the

conference will then proceed to give
a practical demonstration of co-oper-

ation by taking the best points of

remits 4, 5, 6, 7, 14 and 15 and pro-

ducing a restructured NBA HMA

which will give the greatest benefit to

the most beekeepers.

There has been consideration for a

number of years by many countries

of an international set of food stand-

ards know as Codex Alimentarius. Un-

der these standards, honey is tested

for, amongst other things, the presence

of enzymes. These enzymes are readily
destroyed by heat, and once the

Codex standards are adopted, many

lines of New Zealand honey may not

comply with the standards, due to loss

of enzymes.
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In the case of bulk honey, the produc-
ing country will be responsible for the

quality up to point of delivery to an

overseas buyer. In the case of packed
honey the packer whose name appears

on the label is repsonible for the quality
up to the time the honey disappears
into the customer’s mouth, even

though he will have no control on how

the honey is stored or handled once he

has delivered to the wharf at a New

Zealand port. These standards could

require many producers to alter their

extracting processes for their honey to

be up to exportable quality.
The intake for the season just ended is

about 1700 tonnes
—

a goodresult in

view of the poor crop in the North

Island, as of this intake only about 10

per cent came from the North Island.

Debate following Mr Poole’s address:

Enzyme testing: Many delegates were

interested to discover how they could

obtain an enzyme test on their product.
In the discussion it emerged that tests

carried out for the HMA cost about

$16 a time and that the authority
would be willing to have tests done on

suppliers’ honey on request.
Mr Graham Walton of the Ministry of

Agriculture and Fisheries said the min-

istry was researching the nature of

honey enzymes in co-operation with

the Cawthron Institute, Nelson.

HMA Costs: Strong exception was

taken by private packers to the sugges-
tion that private exports would be at

the expense of ordinary honey pro-
ducers. Mr Poole replied that all the

costs of operation of the HMA were

relative to a given quantity of through-
put and that the authority had to set

its price to producers on a budgetted
volume of throughput. “‘If the volume

goes up,’ he said, “‘the costs get spread
and there is a higher payout. If the

volume goes down, the cost loading
per kg of honey sold gets too high and

we have to draw on reserves.”

Strong words: Some delegates took

exception to Mr Poole’s address,
arguing that it read more like an attack

on the NBAthan a formal HMAreport.
Mr Poole said he would have preferred
not to have said much that he had, but

in the face of what he considered to be

inaccurate criticisms of the HMA in

the annual report he was put in the

position of denying them or having his
silence interpretted as tacit agreement.

Payout: One delegate pointed out

that suppliers used to be paid an

advance of 85 per cent of final real-

isations for their honey, with a final

payment of the remaining 15 per cent.

This year the advance was nearer 70

per cent and he wanted to know when

the HMA was going to restore the old

balance. Mr Poole said that HMAstaff

were currently working out final pay-
ment figures for urgent settlement.

MOTION COMMENDING HMA

That this 1976 AGM of the National

Beekeepers’ Association congratulate
the HMAon its successful handling of

its proportion of the record 1974-75

honey crop entrusted to it. Further, it
notes with satisfaction the stability

enjoyed by the industry due in large
part to the efficient handling and

financing by the HMA of this large
crop. We wish the manager and staff to

be advised of this resolution and offer-

ed our thanks.

Carey /Blair
Despite some debate about whether

this motion was in order, it was fully
debated and carried by the annual

meeting on the voices following Mr

Poole’s address.

In moving the resolution, Mr Carey
said that he had been supplying the

I have occasionally made predictions
in the past with regard to the payout,
and in concluding this address I am

prepared to again make a prediction.
As a result of the good prices obtained

for honey this year I expect the

payout in November to exceed the

base price of 57c per kg, although Iam

not prepared to guess how much high-
er than 57cit will be.

HMAfor 30 years and because of this

was in a position to discuss facts. He

said that it was possible to look back

and see that a record crop appeared on

the NZ scene in 1974—75 and that

only the HMA could handle that

which was surplus to local requirements
without chaos.

Mr Carey said that many beekeepers
sent large quantities of honey without

inconvenience to the authority for the

first time in 1974-75 and they were all

paid. ‘“‘Looking back there were critic-

isms, but by and large it was a success-

ful operation and one that we should

be thankful for. It was a job done and

a job done well.”’

Seconding the resolution, Mr Blair

questioned what would have happened
if all the honey had appeared on the

local market.

Mr Jansen spoke in opposition to the

motion, saying that the order paper

was full of calls for change and calls

for private enterprise. He asked what

these calls were if they weren’t votes

of no confidence in the HMA. ‘“‘Private

enterprise already handles 4000 tonnes,

they could have handled 7000 tonnes,”’
he concluded.

Mr Ashcroft said that the local market

was depressed in the year in question
and that it probably would have been

better if the HMA had handled all

honey for the local and overseas

markets.

INDUSTRY STALWART RETIRES
WITH ONLY TWOweeks remain-

ing before retirement, MAF bee-

keeping superintendent, Eric

Smaellie, was presented with a

silver salver by the

_

retiring
president of the National Bee-

keepers’ Association at the annual

meeting and conference of the

association in Taupo.

‘“‘Mr Smaellie’s association with

the industry has been very close,”’
said Mr Dickinson.’’ Also his

hospitality and fellowship at

gatherings such asthis, field days
and so on is well-known.”’

Mr Dickinson told the conference

that Mr Smaellie had once been

an active member of the associa-

tion in the South Otago district

and for sometime was a full-time

beekeeper in his own right.

Mr Smaellie said that he had

started beekeeping when he was

10 — which meant that he had

had bees in his bonnet for 50

years. He said that he had started

as a hobbyist, then had become

semi-commercial, commercial

and, finally into the then Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

He said he was planning to retire

in Australia — in Perth — because

most of his family had settled

across the Tasman. Hesaid that

he and his wife had chosen Perth

because they thought it was the

nicest city there.

Paying special tribute to his wife,
Mr Smaellie said that any success

he had enjoyed in his position
was in no small measure due to

her efforts. Wives often have to

carry the burden, he said.

A



Progress with research

Arn edited version of an address by Pat Clinch, scientist, Walliaceville

Animal Research Centre.

MR I.W. FOSTER retired from

the apiculture section at Wallace-

ville Animal Research Centre in

Sentemhber. The staff of the sec-

tion now consists of Messrs P.G.

Clinch, scientist (section leader),
R.C.R. Tustain, scientist, and J.

Faulke, technician. Mr Tustain

joined the section in April.

Nosema Diagnosis
Because Nosema spore counts,
obtained from the bulk macer-

ation of large numbers of bees,
can be determined quickly, this

process is normally used to

estimate the severity of the dis-

ease, particularly when carrying
out surveys. However, when

diagnosing the cause of bee mort-

ality it is important to know the

percentage of bees infected.

Recently at Wallaceville, amethod

for examining bees individually
for Nosema has been developed
which will facilitate faster exam-

ination when investigating cases

of bee mortality, and enable the

percentage infection to be de-

termined in experimental work.

Rape Spray problems
Oilseed rape is a crop that shows

promise as a source of edible oil.

The meal by-product can be used

as a high quality stock food.

However, problems have been

encountered in trials in some

areas because aphids can multiply
during the long flowering period,
and damage the crop. At present,
it is not possible to apply an

aphicide during this period, be-

cause of the risk of harming
honey bees.

Last summer, work was started
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apply one of the safer aphicides
at a reduced application rate

whitout affecting bees. Further

work will be undertaken next

season.

Black Currant Pollination

A. two-year investigation of the

role of the honey bee in thepol-
lination of black currants variety
‘Magnus’ in the Levin district has

been completed.
The variety was found to be only
partially dependent upon insect

visits for pollination. Bushes cag-
ed or sleeved to exclude honey
bees and bumble bees had ap-

proximately 30 per cent fewer

berries than those not caged.

Compared with 1974, the density
of honey bees on some crops in

1975 was very low. It is consider-
ed that some plantations may

benefit if hives, up to a density
of three per hectare, are brought
in during the flowering period.
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Colonies in an apiary in Upper
Hutt were sampled at monthly
intervals for 26 months, and the

bees examined for external and

internal acarine mites. More than

16,000 bees were inspected. 41.5

per cent were infested with mites,
but none was infested with the

internal mite A. woodi, which has

never been found in New Zealand.

Colony Variability
There is often considerable varia-

tion in the performance of colon-

ies in an apiary, even after

requeening with sister queens.

Besides being unsatisfactory for

beekeepers, it causes research

workers to use large numbers of

hives in each experiment, to min-

imise its effects. It is proposed
that an investigation to determine

the causes of the problem will

commence this year.

Production and extension

An edited version of an address by Eric Smaellie, retiring ministry of

agriculture superintendent of beekeeping.

FOR THE PERIOD ending May
31, 1975 there was a total of

3250 beekeepers owning 15,396
registered apiaries and 204,191
hives. In the 251 hives and over

commercial group, 168 beekeep-
ers own 9642 apiaries and

165,142 hives.

The statistics indicate that smaller

units continue to be absorbed by

larger ones; also that consolida-

tion of economic units continues.

Honey production for the 1975-

76 season was assessed at 4915

tonnes. This is 2496 tonnes less

than the record crop of last year,
and about 730 tonnes less than

the average production of the

past six years.
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For the year ending August 31

1975, 2909 tonnes of bulk ex-

tracted honey was submitted for

grading. Of this 98 tonnes did

not meet the export grade re-

quirements.
The total of comb honey graded
for export was 154 tonnes, and.

10 tonnes of extracted honey in

retail packs shipped by beekeep-
ers were graded.

The overall quality of the honey
submitted for grading was very

high
—

mainly as a result of the

dry summer conditions which

favoured production of high
specific gravity clover honeys.

Apiary inspections
Check inspection of apiaries for bee

disease by apiary instructors was

continued with assistance from bee-

keepers acting as temporary inspectors.
The overall incidence of diseased

apiaries and hives found by apiary
instructors and notified by beekeepers
in the 1975-76 season was 2.68 per

cent and 0.51 per cent respectively.
The total number of diseased hives

burnt was 964.

The annual percentage of diseased

apiaries and hives over the previous
six years has averaged 2.44 per cent

and 0.45 per cent repectively.

Restricted areas

A total of 26 permits were issued to

beekeepers to establish hives in the

Bay of Plenty and Coromandel Penin-

sula restricted areas for hive build-up,
queen rearing and for production of

honey. A total of 12 test apiaries with

24 hives in each were maintained with-

in the restricted areas. Composite
samples of honey taken from each of

these apiaries were forwarded to the

Wallaceville Animal Research Centre

for toxicity testing.
Field observations this year indicated

that the overall incidence of Passion

Vine Hoppers and evidence of honey-
dew was very much lower than in most

previous years.

Research

Queen bee survey: This survey exam-

ined the queen introduction, rearing
and breeding procedures adopted by
North Island commercial beekeepers.
Replies were received from 60 of the

80 beekeepers owning more than 250

hives. Although beekeepers indicated a

current need for 52,000 queen bees,

representing an annual introduction

rate of 67 per cent, the actual queen

replacement rate was less than 30 per

cent.

It appears that the.swing toward larger
enterprises was made at the expense of

maintaining or improving the honey-
producing unit in the colony. The low

level of queen replacement and even

lower standard of quality control, in-

dicated by this survey endorses our

(MAF) priority in promoting improved
queen bee production

—

e.g., the

Flock House Course for beekeepers.

Re-queening without de-queening:
Three years’ trial work has been com-

pleted and results will be published. In

the final 1974-75 season 76 queen
cells were placed in hives. More two

year old queens were successfully
replaced (64.6 per cent) than one year
old queens (46.4 per cent) The total

success rate was 71 per cent.

Experimental apiaries: 58 hives (ex
Wallaceville) were located at Temple-
ton Research Farm and Horseford

Downs (on honey dew). A storage and

work shed has been located at Temple-
ton and this apiary will be used for

experimental and demonstration

purposes particularly for hobbyist bee-

keepers.

New nectar sources: Further plantings
of Robina pseudoacacia are planned
for the experimental block at Weedons.

Hare damage, droughts and competi-
tion from clover reduced the success

rate of the initial plantings. 450 grams
of Caragana seed were imported from

Alberta and are being propagated by
the Ministry of Works nurseries for

trial plantings as nectar and pollen
producing shelter trees.

Sugar beet: Plantings of sugar beet two

trial blocks in Southland have been

made. It is proposed to extract the

sugar in a form suitable for bee feed

using adapted machinery found in

most honey houses. The main problem
is removing the molasses from the

sugar grains which contains high levels

of minerals and toxic acids especially
oxalic acid.

Air-Jet extraction
A technical evaluation was made of an

air-jet honey extractor at the request
of the New Zealand Inventions Devel-

opment Authority. The very nature of

the ‘‘rudimentary prototype’’ prevent-
ed any comprehensive evaluation how-

ever the principle of removing honey
from honeycomb using air-jet pressure
was clearly established.

Advisory work

The Flock House queen bee product-
ion course has already been publicised.

Queen syndicate: A group of South-

land beekeepers has sponsored two

commercial queen producers located

at Ashburton and Takaka. Assistance

has been given to queen producers, on

location of mating yards, selection of

breeding stock, queen houses etc.

Honey house design: Designs and work

flow patterns were prepared for four

honey houses. Preliminary investiga-
tions were made into new equipment
for pumping honey and/or honey and

wax cappings by mono pumps and a

unit using compressed air.

Viscous honey: The 1974-75 season

was very dry in many places and the

viscous honey produced presented
problems in extracting, straining and

filling containers. Three’ discussion

groups have been held in Southland on

the problems of heat and moisture re-

gulation in honey and the use of

humidifiers and retractometers.

Pollen shortages: Following severe

pollen shortages on the Canterbury
Plains in the spring, further publicity
via TV and discussions to farm groups
and beekeepers was initiated. Natural

pollen shortages were accentuated by
unfavourable spring weather conditions

but the farmers are being made aware

of the danger of creating “‘clinically”’
clean farms with little or no spring
forage for bees.

APIMONDIA EXHIBITION

ADELAIDE 1977

The exhibition will be held in the “SPACE” which is part of the Adelaide

Festival Theatre complex, and will be held concurrently with the Congress.

Prospective exhibitors are asked to send the following details:—

1. Type of exhibit.

2. Floor space required.
3. Is power/lighting required.
4. Are display stands required — if so dimensions.

Write to:

Mr R.A. WINN
WAITE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

GLEN OSMOND

S.A. 5046



REMITS

in order in which they were discussed

by the conference

ONE BODY-ONE HEART-ONE SOUL

Remits 4,5,6

That this conference recommends that the NBA ececutive

committee and the HMA appoint a committee to carry out

an investigation into the feasability and desirability of amal-

gamation of the HMA and NBAas one producer body and

report its findings to branches before next conference.

Remit 4 was first proposed by Messrs Bray and Hantz of

Canterbury, but it was later withdrawn in favour of remit 6.

The same fate was reserved for remit 5. The final remit

which was carried by the conference was a substantially
amended version of remit 6.

In talking to remit 4, Messrs Bray and Hantz spoke of the

advantages of one producer body which they saw as being
the avoidance of the current duplication of services and the

encouragement of co-operation within the industry. They
also saw cost savings as being a large advantage.
Mr Robinson said Waikato was split on the matter, with

members being unsure of how the amalgamated group
would work and concerned that the greater time involve-

ment would probably discourage many ordinary beekeepers
from standing for office. “It could put an amalgamated
body into the hands of the big beekeepers only,”’ he said.

Mr Harry Cloake said remit 4 was typical of many remits in

that it requested delegates to make a decision without any

background information, a criticism which resulted in the

chairman suggesting that remit 6 should be substituted for

remit 4.

Remit 6 was then moved by Mr Heineman and seconded by
Mr Bray. This remit was variously amended to ensure that

branches were consulted before the next annual meeting
and conference and to ensure that the NBA was adequately
consulted in the process of investigations found broad con-

ference support.

It was carried 15:0.

GRUBBY HMA CONTAINERS

Remit 10

That conference protest at the unsatisfactory condition of

used containers supplied to beekeepers by the HMA.

Moving the remit, Mr Clissold said that many beekeepers
went to a lot of expense and pride with their honey only to

find that their tins are hardly fit to feed pigs out of, let

alone get the maximum price for their honey. Referring to

pre-conference criticisms that this remit should have been

referred directly to the HMA, hesaid that this happens
time and time again and was not anisolated case.

Mr Wicht, the general manager of the HMAsaid that he had

checked on drum cleaning procedures and outlined the ex-

haustive cleaning system which was carried out by HMA

staff before drums were sent to suppliers.

During the discussion which followed, speakers drew attent-

ion to the difficulty of cleaning 5 gallon tins, because of the

tendency of the joints in the drums to weep. Others pointed
out that beekeepers were not above using drums for other

than honey and that blame probably did not entirely rest

with the HMA.

The remit was eventually defeated 8:5.

THE KIMPTON AGREEMENT LOW-DOWN

Remit 11

That this conference wishes the president to allocate time

to the chairman of the HMA to outline the Kimpton Agree-
ment to the members present, and to explain why the HMA

members feel it should continue and that the president
should then allow discussion on this agreement.
In moving the remit, Mr Stuckey said he didn’t feel strongly
about the Kimpton Agreement, but it was important that

beekeepers were informed about this, the most important
agreement in the industry.
Mr Poole explained that Kimpton were not agents for HMA

in Britain and Europe, but had sole buying rights in that

part of the world. The agreement had been renegotiated in

1972, he said, to give the best possible price to the author-

ity and that he felt that it worked very successfully.
Under the agreement, Kimptons bought NZ honey at world

market pices. If they subsequently resold the honey at

better than anticipated prices, half of the extra profit was

paid to the HMA in a six-monthly bonus cheque.
After making this explanation Mr Poole steadfastly refused
to divulge any more information about the agreement to

delegates because “those who had framed the remit had

bothered to find out whether it was available” from the

authority. He said he would read all or nothing of the agree-
ment because there were those who could criticise his

selection
of “salient points’ of the agreement as being

iased.

Mr Jansen said in subsequent discussion that he was con-

cerned that the authority’s sole European buyer was also
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a packer. Mr Poole replied by saying that retail packs were

not Kimpton’s domain, under the agreement he was sole

buyer for bulk honey only.
Mr Poole later said that the authority general manager was

going overseas to find out about the agreement for himself.

He would be visiting packers and buyers, the persons to

whom Kimpton sells and seeing the biggest packers in

Europe. At the end of this, said Mr Poole, he would beable

to confirm whether NZ was getting a fair price from Kimp-
tons or not.

EARLIER PRICE ANNOUNCEMENT PLEASE

Remit 12

That conference request the HMA that in future the base

price be announced by mid-December at the latest.

In moving the remit, Mr Clissold said that it would be nice

to know the current honey price for committing product to

the authority’s containers. In fact, he said, the price should

be struck before we start to extract.

Despite Mr Eckroyd’s objections that it was the government
and not the authority which set the price, the remit was

carried on voices.

COSSACKS IN THE HONEY INDUSTRY

Remit 13

That all honey produced, except comb honey and a quant-
ity reserved for sale from the honey house, be first offered

to the HMA; the authority to have the right to accept or

reject the honey, to dispose of the honey as it appears to

the best advantage of the supplier, or to direct the supplier
of the honey to make it available to whom-so-ever the

authority directs.

Note: The sale of honey from the honey house be limited

to a maximum of 30 kg per sale and that the sale be from
the honey house only, not roadside stalls or any other

premises not connected with the honey house. Packers

would use their own production and be permitted to

purchase supplies from the authority or a supplier with the

authority of, and at a price stated by the authority.

Messrs Steve Lyttle and Harry Cloake said that their branch
— South Canterbury

— had put this remit forward as an

alternative which they felt needed to be discussed, especially
when so many remits on the order paper were looking at

the marketing question from the other end of the spectrum.
Mr Jansen spoke against the remit, alluding to the erosion

of freedom in New Zealand and the need for beekeepers to

take a stand against the growth of bureaucracy. He said

there was no call from association members for compulsory

aquisition.
The remit was lost on a poll vote of 3936:230.

HMA REGULATORY BODY ONLY

Remit 14

That the HMAbe reconstituted to act purely as a regulatory
body for the beekeeping industry. Its function should be:

1. To act as agents for exporting honey.
2. To license packers and exporters.
3. To set minimum export prices for both packed and bulk

honey.
4, To establish and update costs of production from time

to time and notify the industry of such changes which

would reflect in local prices.
5. To negotiate and arrange temporary (i.e. seasonal)

finance for producers.
6. To merge with the NBA.

Proposing the remit, Mr Bray said that Canterbury was put-

ting forward something they thought would be needed in

the future. He said the conference had argued ever since the

establishment of HMA in 1953 about marketing.
He said he felt that the HMA should continue to exist in

the future as a regulatory body rather than a body trading
in honey. “It has established contacts over the world, but

has the problem of overheads and these cannot be cut back

further. If the authority merely acted as an agent it could

boost financial rewards to producers and help lift the price
on the local market.”’

Speaking against the remit, Mr Lorimer pointed out that

the Reserve Bank overdraft facilities which gave producers
their current financial security would not be available

under other marketing systems. He said that given the func-

tions of the authority laid down in the remit he could see

massive overheads even without the HMA doing marketing
itself.

Mr Robinson questioned whether HMA overheads were as

great as was generally supposed, to which Mr Wicht replied
that they were generally very low, other than one or two

unavoidable aspects which were the result of the authority’s
statutory nature.

Mr Carey said the most unsatisfactory part of the regrettable
remit would be that the even flow of honey into the

authority would be disrupted. He said that its authors failed

to appreciate how the NZ honey industry worked.

After considerable discussion the remit was defeated, 1544

votes to 2588.

REGULATORY AUTHORITY ENQUIRY

Remit 15

That this conference requests an inquiry into the feasability
of the HMA becoming a regulatory board only, thus offsett-

ing increasing operating costs and diminishing returns to

the beekeeper.

Moving this remit, Mr Jansen said the industry had to be

bold enough to look at alternatives, especially since it was

losing out in the battle against inflation.

Some delegates felt this remit was inconsistent with remit

14 which had just been defeated. Mr Hayman, the govern-
ment representative on the authority, questioned who the

independent authority might be and suggested that the

1973 caucus committee had looked in part at this area.

The remit was carried 2305:1808

NO LICENSING OF RETAIL PACKERS

Remit 16

That all packers whosell to the retail trade be licensed.

Proposing the remit, Mr Steve Lyttle said that licensing of

packers would give more stable prices and wouldn’t result

in fly-by-nighters disrupting the market.

Mr Marshall said that licensing by anyone stuck in the craw

a bit. He said he was pestered by the Health Department,
Department of Labour and the local authority and he

didn’t know whyhe was attracting so much attention. He

said he thought it was possible for the industry to over-

legislate itself.

Mr Poole said the HMA could not be thelicensing agent
because it was a competitor with the packers. He said the

Health Department would be the ideal licensing agent
because they already have to determine whether a packing



Mr Gavin McKenzie

house is suitable for its intended purpose
—

packing food

for human consumption.

Mr Mervyn Cloake said the aim of the remit was to get a

stable packing industry. He said that the only way a new

packer can become established on the market is to under-

cut existing suppliers. He said that the president of the

packers’ association had indicated that he would support
the measure.

The remit was defeated 3:12

Remit 17

That this conference supports the
pea

of the licensing
of honey packers.
This remit was defeated after little discussion. Vote5D: 8

A STABILISATION LEVY ON ALL HONEY

Remit 18

a That an industry equalisation reserve fund be established

for the purpose of guaranteeing a payout price to the

producer relative to the cost of production.
b That to the finance the industry equalisation reserve fund

a levy be struck and payable onall honey sold.
c That the amount of the levy be three cents per kilogram

of honey sold but this amount be reviewed from time to

time and varied as required to maintain the fund at a

suitable level.

Note: This season has shown the Hive Levy cannot provide
sufficient funds to maintain the present reserve to allow

continued subsidising of the payout to producers at a level

required to keep the industry in a sound financial state.

Moving the remit, Mr Steve Lyttle said it was clear that in-

dustry reserves would not last for long. A levy on honey
would remedy this, he said, and would in effect be paid for

by the consumer.

Seconding the remit, Harry Cloake said it was obvious the

conference supported a guaranteed payout because of the

fuss about the date. He said the simplest way to levy the

industry would be a cent or two a kg, which all should pay
because authority price sets the base price for all honey
sold in New Zealand.

Mr Bird said it was better that producers kept their reserve

funds in their own pockets, saying he could imaginea situ-

ation like in the season just past where producers hit by
seasonal conditions would have to pay out an extra 3c/kg.
Other speakers including Mr Lorimer and Mr Herron spoke
against the proposal, citing the erosion of funds in stabil-

isation accounts by inflation.
_

Mr Dudley Lorimer Mr Kevin Ecroyd

Mr Wicht said that producers would be contributing to a
reserve fund this year under a formula set down by the min-

ister.

The remit was eventually defeated 13:2.

HIVE MONIES ONLY FOR NBA

Remit 1

That the Hive Levy be used solely for the purpose of

financing the National Beekeepers’ Association and provid-
ing a means of membership to the association.

Mr Steve Lyttle said that it was apparent that the HMA was

having trouble administering the levy and it would be better

put in the hands of the NBA. Mr Harry Cloake said, in

seconding the remit, that inflation alone dictated that the

levy would soon only be able to finance the NBA and one

or two other activities and that it wouldn’t be able to pro-

vide a worthwhile smoothing fund.
Mr Ashcroft said he was against the remit because hefelt

that if he had to paya stabilisation levy it should be paid to

one source.

The president, Mr Dickinson, said that the levy was made

part of the HMA Act because otherwise its introduction

would have hadto be delayedfor at least two years.

Mr Hayman agreed with the president, pointing out that

such a remit could well be timely. He said that the govern-
ment law draftsmen had objected to the levy being imposed
under the HMA Act at the time and it was only because of

urgency that they let it go through.
The remit was subsequently defeated with only one vote in

favour.

HIVE LEVY OPERATED BY NBA

Remit 8

That the executive had legislation put through parliament
so that the NBA can operate the hive levy system.
Mr Gibbon criticised the remit, saying it was that a remit

for having the levy paid to the NBA was being discussed
when the HMA and NBA might be amalgamated in a year’s
time.

Mr Cloake said the government would be aware of the oper-
ations of the committee and wouldn’t make haste until it
learnt of its conclusions.

The remit was lost 5:9
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NO GO FOR COST-PLUS COMMITTEE

Remit 20

That this conference recommend that a committee repre-
sentative of all sections of the beekeeping industry be form-

ed.

a To investigate and assess the cost of honey production
so that in relation to such costs, a more realistic selling
price can beestablished.

b To investigate the feasability of all local honey sales

being subjected to some form of control, thus ensuring
stability of prices.

Moving the remit, Mr Clissold said that though this would

not be easy to set up, it was one of the most important
things the industry had to do. He said that honey prices
were not moving up with inflation and that on the basis of

price increases which had occurred, it appeared that the

honey industry only had an inflation rate one-fifth of the

rest of the country.
Mr Carey spokestrongly against the remit, saying he thought
that this was the third commission or enquiry the confer-

ence had asked for. Each time, he said, the brief gets
wider and wider and each one costs money. “I wonder how

affluent this industry is,’’ he asked.

“If ever there was a horse that’d been flogged up hill and

down dale, it’s the one of costs of production. Costs of pro-

duction are so elusive, it’s only an exercise in words.”’

Mr Stuckey said that the long and the short of beekeeping
economics was the price which the industry could get for

its produce on the world markets.

The president said Mr Barclay, the undersecretary of agri-
culture with the last government, had offered the services of

a MAF economist to advice the association on the merits of

a cost of production survey. The economist had made a

report, said Mr Dickinson, which advised that it would cost

about $4000 for each survey and the information it un-

covered would be very limited in its value to the association.

The economist said the ministry would be happy to advise

on the technical aspects of conducting the survey, but

would be unwilling to do the legwork such as selection of

the sample, interviewing or analyses. Hesaid the result of

such a survey would be an average result which would

mean little to individual beekeepers because of the vast

differences between types and sizes of beekeeping enter-

prises.
Mr Jansen commented that once the marketing system was

in order there would be no need for cost of production
exercises.

Mr Dickinson pointed out that in the absence of a survey,

the association could easily do an index of major expend-
iture items and use this when approaching the minister or

prices tribunal when seeking price increases.

In his right of reply, Mr Clossold said he was surprised that

the more than 100 full-time beekeepers would consider

their $40 share of a $4000 survey cost to be too great a

cost. “I am amazed that beekeepers are not interested in

their own problems.”
The remit was defeated 3:11.

PRIVATE PACKER EXPORTS PRONTO

Remits 21,22,23,25

That conference reaffirm the association’s support for the

principle of allowing exports of retail packs of extracted

honey by exporters other than the HMA, but subject to

HMAcontrol.

Carried 13:1

That this conference reaffirms the remit passed at last

year’s conference at Timaru relating to the export of

packed (retail) honey by private packers and would like to

know what steps have been taken by the HMA toward im-

plementing this remit.

Carried 13:1

That this conference reaffirms last year’s remit calling for

private exports of packed honey and urges early implement-
ation of this policy.
Carried 14:0

That conference supports the principle of exports of appro-

priate quantities of bulk extracted honey by exporters other

than the HMA but subject to HMAcontrol.

Carried 2863:1169

The overwhelming support for the private export of packed
honey in reaffirmation of last year’s conference decision

and the new decision to allow the private export of bulk

honey reflected the main theme of the conference: Closer

producer involvement in marketing.
The failure of the HMA to allow private exports of packed
honey in accordance with last year’s remit also seemed to

have much to do with the attitudes of delegates. This

attitude was undoubtedly hardened by the unbending stand

of Mr Poole, the chairman of the authority.
An example of this attitude was his refusal to explain to the

conference the steps the HMA had taken to implement the

previous year’s remit. His answer that he had explained it

all the day before in his report to the annual meeting was

undoubtedly correct, but it hardly won him any favours.

Delegates speaking to the various remits did not want to

create disorder in the marketplace and few, if any, wished

to see the HMA without ample regulatory powers. A figure
of ‘‘three or four’’ potential private exporting packers were

mentioned by a number of delegates.

Ill-feeling at what was seen as a hostile attitude by the

authority was voiced by a number of delegates, the more

vigorous of them calling for a formal censure of the author-

ity
—

an attitude which didn’t capture the feelings of most

delegates.
Mr Lorimer and Mr Carey spoke against aspects of the

remits, with Mr Lorimer making a spirited defence of the

HMA: “It beggars my imagination that so many people are

hell bent on committing suicide when they have listened to

sound reasoning from authority members as to what would

happen if fewer reports went through the authority.

“It is absolutely beyond my comprehension that you are

willing to wreck the industry just to prove a point. If you

are willing to accept a 20 per cent levy on private exports
to go to authority funds, then fair enough

— but to think

that a levy of & per cent as suggestedis all that the HMAis

worth is ridiculous. . .”’

BEEKEEPING VIABILITY SURVEY

Remit 28

That the executive of the NBA arrange with the economics

section of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries to have

a survey on the beekeeping industry taken out urgently.
The survey be of sufficient depth to indicate possible future

methods of improving beekeeping viability.

Speaking in favour of the remit, Mr Harry Cloake said the

proposal had far wider effects than the cost of producing

honey. He said no one in the room for instance knew

whether it paid to farm bees extensively.
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Myr Forbes of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries said

that such a survey would be similar to surveys being done

for other branches of primary industry at present. If the

industrv was approaching the Reserve Bank for credit. this

was the sort of suryey his department would have to do,
but since that puint hadn’l been reached il was unlikely
that an over-stretched economics division would accord

it much urgency.

Mr Jansen spoke against the proposal, saying there were

probiems inherent in asking the public service to do more

for the industry. “Let’s keep the bureaucracy from invading
more of the industry,”’ he warned.

The remit was carried, 13:1. only North Otago voted

against the remit.

COSTS OF PRODUCTION

Remit 27

That the executive take immediate and strong action to

establish the cost of production of honey in New Zealand

based on current costs and average New Zealand wide pro-
duction.

Proposing the remit, Mr Bray said that cost of production
information would be a bargaining weapon for the HMA

when going to trade practices for a honey price increase.

Seconding the remit, Mr Ecroydsaid he couldn’t agree with

earlier speakers who had condemned such information as

useless. While the information gained would only be an

average, it would be far more useful than the present aver-

age which is a rule of thumb based on nothing.
Mr Percy Berry said there was merit in the industry know-

ing its costs of production, but to relate this to payout was

quite the wrong approach. What the HMA should be con-

cerned about, he said, was the highest available price for

honey on the world market. He warned there was a danger
that if the industry based its economics and attitudes on

costs of production it might sell its produce for a low price.
The remit was defeated 1:14, the only vote for the remit

coming from Canterbury.

CONFERENCE VOTING

Remit 2

That conference recommend that a member be able to

withdraw his vote at branch level and have theright to

exercise this vote at conference.

Moving the remit, Mr Clissold said that if a member was

willing to come to conference in his own time and at his

Mr Michael Stuckey

own expense he should be allowed a vote. He said he was

sure a lot more members would attend conference if this

was the case.

Seconuing the remit, Mr Bray drew attention to tie poor

attendance at conference and questioned whether this was

entirely due to seasonal influences. He said many had asked

him why they should attend if they couldn’t vote. Mr Poole

agreed saying that under the present system voting could be

done by post after branch meetings.
—

Some delegates including Messrs Dickinson, Cloake and

Lorimer said they favoured a change so long as it didn’t

further weaken branches. Mr Carey was strongly against the

remit, saying it was unfair and unworkable.

Carried 2305:1831

MORE MONEY FOR BRANCHES

Remit 3

That NBA executive review its policy and formula for

financing branch funds, with a view to making more real-

istic payments for branches.
There was considerable feeling among delegates that the

current system for financing branch funds was undesirable

in that it required branches to make requests for funds to

the executive. The executive, for its part, said the system
had been developed because there was an undue accumul-

ation of funds in the offers of some branches.

The remit was carried unanimously.

MORE ADVISORY MEN NEEDED

Remit 29

This conference views with great concern the vacancy left
by the late Mr Dick Hobbs and strongly urges the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries to appoint a further instructor

to fill this position.
In proposing the remit, Mr Bromwell said that there had

been three apiary instructors in the southern North Island

three years ago and now there was only one. He said he

viewed with concern the pressure being placed on the one

remaining instructor.

Seconding the remit Mr Marshall asked whether the apiary
division was slowly being depleted of staff until it was non-

extistent.

In what was later termed a “Typical departmental answer’’,
Mr Ian Forbes assistant director (horticulture) of the

advisory services division of MAF said that when a number
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of staff retire they had a responsibility to examine the long
term future of the service the ministry was providing. The

industry he said must also realise there were relatively few

commercial people in the southern North Island and

northern South Island being serviced by quite a large

advisory team. He said he hoped to present proposals for a

restructured apiaries division to the executive as soon as

they were completed.
The remit was carried unanimously.

REVAMP “BEEKEEPING IN NEW ZEALAND”

Remit 31

That the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries be urged to

publish an updated ‘Beekeeping in New Zealand”’.

Delegates were angry that no attempt had been made in

the recent reprint to update anything other than measure-

ments into metrics. One speaker suggested that the book

must have gone to print in 1948 because of the lack of

changes since it was first published.

Mr Smaellie said the reprint had only been done to service

a continuing need and that a completely new bulletin was

in preparation.
Mr Poole asked the conference how many of the commer-

cial beekeepers present had seen the reprinted version of

the book. When only two indicated that they had, hesaid

it was basically a handbook for beginners and that it served

this need quite well.

The remit was carried unanimously.

HIVES AS LOAN SECURITY

Remit 32

That the Ministry of Agriculture be asked to approve Rural

Bank finance for beekeeping development, with hives being
accepted as security for loans.

Note: Present Rural Bank policy is to lend up to $10,000
for the purchase of hives of bees providing the borrower

can offer land and buildings as collateral security. This

policy hampers the purchase and sale of existing beekeeping

businesses and retards beekeeping development.

Mr Harry Cloake told the conference that when he was a

national executive member some years before, he and the

then national secretary had approached the SAC because of

the great difficulty beekeepers had getting finance from any

source. This personal approach, he said, did wonders and

suggested a similar approach might have a similar affect.

Mr Marshall said he couldn’t speak highly enough of the

RBFC and the work it had done for him. The president
pointed out that the $10,000 maximum in the note to the

remit had been increased to $40,000.
Mr Jansen said he had a lot of time for the RBFC, but said

he felt that government should recognise the high value of

hives to a producer by accepting them as security on loans.

The president pointed out that the RBFC was particularly
concerned about the inability of beekeepers to secure the

areas where their hives were located. The bank contended,
he said, that another beekeeper could come into an area

and erode profitability. It was also concerned that bees

could fly away or die of disease overnight, factors which it

considered outweighed the residual value of a hive.

At this point Mr Bromell gave a moving account of his

experiences. These experiences revolved around his inability
to borrow from the bank because he did not own land and

buildings despite making approaches to Jim Bolger. “I am

fed up to the back teeth with the bank,’’ he said. “I meet

other beekeepers who are happy with them, but they’re
beekeepers with land and buildings.”’
The remit was carried 13:2

POLLINATION SERVICES UNLIMITED

Remit 33

That government investigate the value of the pollination
service provided by beekeepers to the agricultural industries

with a view to continuing the availability of loans as was

the case this year.

Note: Due to more intensive farming methods and other

factors many areas in the country are, or are becoming, un-

economic for beekeeping. A consequent lack of bees in

some districts could well affect agricultural production and

ultimately, exports, It has been claimed that the pollination
service provided by bees is worth at least 15 times the value

of honey; therefore it must be in the interests of the

country as a whole to maintain a viable beekeeping industry

through New Zealand.

Moving the remit, Mr Jansen quoted from the April 1976

issue of the National Geographic which, in an article on the

value of bees, said their pollination services had been valued

at $6000 million a year in the United States.

The remit was carried unanimously.

FARM BIKES FOR BEE FARMERS

Remit 34

That apiarists be enabled to purchase farm bikes for use

between apiaries, and qualify for rebate on purchaseas en-

joyed by other farmers.

Note: It is considered that use of motor bikes would greatly
reduce running costs between apiaries and beekeepers
should be encouraged to use them by way of rebate on

purchase.

Proposing the remit, Mr Heineman said some Otago mem-

bers had proved the benefits of using motorbikes in that

their running costs were a fraction of what they would have
been otherwise. He questioned why beekeepers shouldn’t:

have the same privileges as other primary producers.

The debate on this remit became confused when it became

apparent that no one was fully versed in the regulations

relating to the payment of rebate of sales tax on farm bikes.

Some speakers, in fact, saying that beekeepers were already

eligible for the rebate, so long as they complied with the

limitations which applied to other farmers.

Carried 10:3

NO BULLDOZERS IN THE KAIMAIS

Remit 35

That the NBA continue to oppose the proposed scheme to

clear fell the native bush on the Kaimai Range and other

bush areas for the purpose of planting pine forest.

Moving the remit, Mr Barrow said the Nature Conservation

Council had been impressed with the amount of honey pro-

duced in the range when figures had been published in the

Environmental Impact Report. He said beekeepers could do

more for themselves if they informed the general public and

conservation groups of the value of native bush areas for

honey.

Seconding the remit, Mr Glasson said there needed to be

some recognition of the rights of beekeepers in forest areas.

He said that on the West Coast the Forest Service didn’t



even bother to inform beekeepers when they clear-felled

areas in the vicinity of apiaries.
Mr Jansen and Mr Marshall spoke of problems in their

districts, Mr Marshall commenting that New Zealand

seemed to have become pinetree mad.

The remit was carried unanimously.

ROYAL VISITS FROM TONGA?

Remit 36

That conference recommend to the minister of agriculture
that he gives favourable consideration to applications to

import queen bees from Tonga.
Note: Seasonal differences offer a big advantage to NZ bee-

keepers with queens being available during the July/Aug/
Sept period.

This remit resulted in some quite heated debate, with dele-

gates in favour of the remit pointing out that it was on the

order paper so as to give an indication to Tongan authorities

that there was a demand in New Zealand for such bees and

that further work in getting disease clearances and so on

was worth the effort.

Opponents of the remit, spearheaded by Mr Mervyn Cloake,
compared what had happened with the import of rabbits

into New Zealand with what could happen if the Tongan
mite was imported into New Zealand along with queen bees.

Supporters said necessary quarantine measures were taken

as read, while critics said the remit then did not say what it

apparently meant.

The following amendment was eventually proposed by Mr

Heineman and seconded by Mr Gibbons.

“That this conference agrees that it would be desirable to

import queen bees from Tonga and requests the MAF to

proceed with the necessary checks to ensure no harmful

diseases, parasites, or undesirable characteristics are import-
ed into New Zealand.”

Although this amendment was accepted by the conference,
it was still considered unacceptable to a large minority of

delegates who felt it was impossible to adequately test the

queens for the undesirable characteristics which they might
show under New Zealand conditions without taking the

risk of bringing them into New Zealand for testing. The risk

involved in this would outweighall possible advantages they
said.

The remit was carried on a poll vote 2990:1134

SUPPORT FOR APIARIES COMMITTEE

Remit 37

That executivebe urged to continue its interests and repre-
sentation on the Apiaries Advisory Committee.

This remit was carried unanimously after little discussion.

HONEY BEE POSTAGE STAMP

Remit 38

That the postal authorities be asked to depict a honey bee

on a postage stamp.

Speaking to the remit, Mr Bray said the conference had

made a favourable decision on this remit in years previous.
On the last approach made to the authorities, they said

they would bear the suggestion in mind. “It is now time it

was born,’’ he said.

Carried unanimously.

COMBINED CONFERENCE/SEMINAR

Remit 40

That the executive recommend to conference that it

favours the concept of a combined conference/seminar
week and that this arrangement apply from 1977.

Speakers in favour of this remit pointed out how rising
costs had made travel a luxury and that two major beekeep-
ing functions in different locations could be beyond the re-

sources of many beekeepers.

Mr Jansen said he thought the concept was grand, but did

not know how he would be able to handle a seminar after

two or three days of conference.

Mr Forbes of the MAF said his ministry would be quite
happy to arrange a seminar in conjunction with conferences,
though he did not wish to commit the ministry to doing
this every year. He said he was sure in most years there

would be a seminar, but that on occasions venue of the

conference or the absence of suitable topics might pre-

clude this.

The remit was carried 13:1. Only South Canterbury dis-

sented.

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS

Remit 39

That this conference express its appreciation to Mr E.A.

Smaellie for the services rendered to this industry over

many years.

Delegates expressed their appreciation of the work done by
Mr Smaellie in his years in the industry with Mr Bray draw-

ing attention to Mr Smaellie’s work on the HMA and his

notable address at the Australian Congress three years ago
on agricultural chemical controls. This address, said Mr

Bray, had drawn special mention from those who attended.

In reply Mr Smaellie said he was pleased to hear that at
least some of his efforts had been appreciated. “It’s the

best reward any man would ask for or expect.”’
The remit was carried unanimously.

CENTRALISING CONFERENCES

Remit 41

That the executive recommend to conference that con-

ference venues alternate between Christchurch and Palmer-

ston North in the interests of costs and personnel likely to

be concerned with seminars.

The remit drew little support from delegates, many point-
ing out that this move would be a death blow to the confer-

ence, which drew much strength from branch involvement

in organisation.
Lost 2:13

NEXT CONFERENCE IN DUNEDIN

Remit 42

That the 1977 conference of the National Beekeepers’
Association be held in Dunedin.

Carried 10:3

DELAYING ROADSIDE MOWING

Additional Remit

That this conference asks the executive to approach the

Ministry of Works to see if it is possible to have the mowing
of road edges delayed until early December.

Carried 15:0.
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WANTED TO BUY

Homesteading family wants clean

disease free colonies or nuclei to

begin inasmall “native bush honey”
extraction enterprise.
Assistance in the purchase of used

equipment, extractor and friendly
advice would be much appreciated.

Waiting in faith for your reply.

Lance W. Holter

P.O. Box 103

RAETIHI

Wanted

Hot-top melter or similar

Please write to:

K.R. Patchett

1 R.D.

~TAKAKA

Kelly hive loader

with 20ft boom and pull rig.

Genuine reasons for sale.

A gift at $1000.
Finance can be arranged.

Used Equipment
Approx 500 telescopic lids and 2000

bottom boards. Make us an offer

for any quantity.

HAINES APIARIES

Box 284

Kaitaia

phone 1228

Do you have questions or problems
about beekeeping in different areas?

Learn how to solve them by reading

“Gleanings in Bee Culture’. A mag-
azine made upof articles by well

known professors and beekeepers,
like yourself, who tell how they
have succeeded in beekeeping. Sub-

scription rates are: 1 year $5.50,
2 years $9.80, 3 years $13.50, 85c

extra per year for Foreign and Can-

ada.

Gleanings in Bee Culture, P.O.

Box E, Medina, Ohio 44256.

WORK WANTED

FOR SALE

Hive Stand Runners

4 x 2 Radiata — good quality
sufficient for 600 hives only 16

cents per pair.

Phone: 86-109 Rotorua.

Steady single man with beekeeping
experience seeks employment in

coming season.

Ken Everett

c/o Post Office

Lake Waitaki

phone 890 Kurow

(evenings)

BEE CRAFT - Theofficial (month-
ly) magazine of the British Beekeepers’
Association, contains interesting art-

icles. Annual subscriptions: £2.(Post
paid).

Write: The Secretary, 21 West Way,
Copthorne Bank, Sussex, England.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

HONEY DRUMS

44 gallons; $9.00 each. (approx. 35)
Phone Napier 54422. Or write to:

L.J. Bradfield, 177, Wellesley Rd;
Napier.

HIVES FOR SALE

Any number up to 120. New stands
and lids, rest in good order.

Also nuc’s.

P.H. Barber

Glencoe R.D. 2,
Invercargill.

England.

INTERNATIONAL BEE RESEARCH

ASSOCIATION regularly publishes new

information on bees, beekeeping and

hive products, for beekeepers and scient-

ists all over the world. iIBRA Represent-
ative for New Zealand: G.M. Walton, Ad-

visory Services Division, MAF, Private

Bag, Palmerston North. Catalogues of

publications and details of journals and

membership $0.55; specimen copy of

journais: Bee World $1.10, Journal of

Apicultural Research $1.10, Apicultural
Abstracts $1.55. INTERNATIONAL

BEE RESEARCH ASSOCIATION, Hill

House, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SLO ONR,

Don’t sit at home

and annoy

your family
with your

GRUMBLES

write

to the

Editor,
NZ Beekeeper

Box 176,
Carterton

AND LET THE WORLD KNOW

ABOUT IT

WE ARE THE BEEKEEPERS’

VOICE

SWEET CLOVER SEED

SWEET CLOVER SEED

“Yukon” and ‘‘Mixed Bloomed’”’

varieties are now available direct

from the grower.

write to:

G.W. Neal,
Dillons Point,

R.D. 3,
Blenheim.

AMERICAN BEE JOURNALSubscribe

now to the oldest bee magazine printed
in the English Language. Amateur,
professional and scientific news makes

ABJ an attractive buy for any beekeeper.
World - wide crop and market page an

outstanding feature. Order direct, your

personal cheque or currency. 1 year $US

6.35, 3 years $16.55 — American Bee

Journal, Hamilton Ill. 62341 USA.

|

vance), post paid.

AUSTRALASIAN BEEKEEPER Senior

Beekeeping Journal of the Southern

Hemisphere. Complete coverage of al!

beekeeping topics in one of the world’s

largest beekeeping countries.

Published monthly by Pender Bros-

Pty. Ltd., P.O. Box 20, Maitland, 3N.

N. S. W. 2320, Australia, Subscription
by Bank Draft. In Australia or New

Zealand — A $4.80 per annum (in ad-

BRITISH BEE JOURNAL
MONTHLY: Single copies 18p plus

postage.
OVERSEAS: Annual subscription
£3.50 sterling or $7.00, post paid.
Keep up-to-date by taking out a

subscription now direct from us at

46 Queen Street, Geddington, Ket-

tering, Northamptonshire, England.
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Whydo we, at the Auckland Tool & Gauge Co™;

regard our polypropylene containers as the best on

the market? The answer is simple. It’s their con-

struction, Sure, at first glance they appear to look

the same as all other containers, but consider the 3

nant

advantages: range of four capacities which are proportionN
The material used in our containers is FDA-approv- alto each other, 250 gram, 500 gram, 1250 gram
ed polypropylene. Polypropylene has the distinct- and 2,000 gram.
ive quality of being able to withstand both boiling The colours available immediately ex stock are

and freezing temperatures. Red, Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange, White. Special
The heavier-than-normal construction of our con- colours are available on request against minimum
tainers adds to their rigidity, resulting in a wide quantity orders. To interested parties we would be

range of uses. pleased to send on request a sample range free of

Because they can be sterilised after their initial use, charge.
our containers can be re-used in the home, the A silk screen service is available at a small extra

workshop, the factory etc. cost. If you have a use for our containers please
With no seams or joints plus tight fitting polythene contact our sales manager today.
snap-on lids our containers provide hygenic packag- Auckland Tool & Gauge Co. Ltd
ing in eye appealing colours which will present ce

eGurhoneyto its oct advantage.
P

Hillside Road, Takapuna, Auckland 10, N.Z.
. Phone: 449-398. Telegraphic & Cable:-To

giveyou,
the customer, a choice, we producea {,
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pequality Bee Sie)

from A. Ecroyd and Son Ltd.

P.O. Box
ne Papanuli, Christchurch.

aia AT BUCKFAST ABBEY”

A few copies of this book, in the hard covered edition, personally autographed by
BROTHER ADAMare available ex stock at $9.70 each ($10.00 post paid).

—

QUEEN EXCLUDERS

Stocks should be to hand about the time of this publication. Orders will be executed

as soon as practical after their arrival.

100°SHEET PACKS COMB FOUNDATION

Medium Brood can now also be supplied in cartons of 6 kg (approx. 105 sheets) to suit

those who purchase 100 Frames. Current price $22.50 direct or through stockists.

FUMIDIL B

Reasonable stocks are carried at all times. Advance notice of large orders will be ap-

preciated.

BEESWAX

At the time this copy went forward we were paying higher prices for Beeswax than ever

before and will continue to pay the maximum possible in relation to current world mar-

ket values. When your Beeswax is ready for sale secure our quotation.

COMB FOUNDATION

The earlier you can get your Beeswax to us, even though you may not require delivery
until later, the easier it will be for us to satisfy everyone's delivery requirements.

25 Sawyers Arms Rd., Christchurch 5. Phone 526-044. Telegrams & Cables “Acorn.”
|
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