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NBA gets tough
on levy lapses

By Tim Leslie
NBA executive secretary

As the year has progressed, operation policies for the National Beekeepers
Association committees and their areas of work have been developed.

As the Pest Management Strategy is a major part of the NBA's activities, the
following policy has been developed for the holding of a Disease Elimination
Conformity Agreement.

The NBA will operate the following policy towards all PMS DECA holders
for non-compliance and non-payment of levy.

L. A “minor breach™ might be a delay in registering an apiary, failing to supply
an Annual Disease Return within 30 days of the due date, failure to report
American Foulbrood within the time frames. The beekeeper concerned will be
sent a letter of warning from the management agency.

2. A "moderate breach” will result from having five or fewer unregistered
apiaries, failing to supply an ADR within three months or a total of three minor
breaches. The beekeeper will have his or her DECA suspended for six months.
3. A'serious breach” is anything outside nine minor breaches or three moderate
breaches. The beekeeper's DECA will be suspended for 12 months.

4. Two serious breaches will result in a beekeeper’s DECA being revoked for
three years.

5. ADECA will be suspended for non-payment of levy, until full payment has
been received or arrangements have been made.

6. A beekeeper whose DECA is suspended for more than 12 months must re-
attend a registered training course and re-sit the test.

7. Appeals will be heard only by the president, vice-president or AFB committee
chairperson. If there is a conflict of interest, then the office holder concerned
will excuse him/herself.

* The executive secretary is responsible for implementing this policy.

Conference numbers
looking good

The varroa mite is guaranteed to have centre
stage at the National Beekeepers Association
of New Zealand annual general meeting and
conference in Queenstown next month.

“The focus is primarily on varroa . . . and what
we're going to do with it,” said conference
convenor Allen McCaw.

Otago last hosted a conference in 1989 and
organisers of this year’s July 23-26 event
decided to add a social afternoon to the
programme and encourage participants to
“buzz-off” for some adventure on July 25.

“We want to try and create a relaxed
atmosphere,” Allen McCaw said. “Some people
have come for a few days and we want to give
them a chance to look around the area . . . it’s a
fairly unique area.”

Having done his own time on the NBA
executive and been national president for four
years, he is familiar with the business side of
the annual conference. Of equal value, however,
was beekeepers from around the country getting
together and talking to each other, he said.

Otago branch president Blair Dale said despite
the recent airline debacle affecting Dunedin and
Queenstown, attendance figures at the
conference should be good. Seventy rooms had
been booked at Rydges Hotel, the conference
venue and it was expected that other
accommodation facilities in the resort would

also be used.

ONE MAN BUSINESS
FOR SALE

All hives on early manuka sites.
Kiwifruit pollination contracts.

Honey House Plant - All as new

20 trame radial extractor 750 kg setiling tank capping tank
2 honey pumps heat exchanger electric plainer
decapper electric knife baffle tank
capping spinner s/s hive barrow tank stand

4 ton ford trader truck with 100kg hive hoist

Avery scales drum barrow 500kg manual hydraulic fork lift hoist
pollen dryer wax dipper
250 thr rier depth Hives

1 brood box, 1 feed super with 8 frames honey
1 queen excluder, combination division board/dry sugar feeder.
All hive parts metelex and hot dipped.
Many extras including - metelex, turpentine, candlewax, boxes & frames

Prefer to sell as going concern but will split if necessary.
Genuine reason for selling - well below real value
$49,000 & G.S.T.

FOR SALE

8-900 F/D and 3/4 Hives on sites
Excellent clover country
Tidy honey house and retail shop on SH1

Handy to Dunedin
A 5 year old home optional

12000 co-op shares

BE12

ENQUIRIES TO: (03) 489-4244

HIVES FOR SALE

350 surplus hives for sale, situated in Northland.

All very heavy with good winter stores. Excellent
overall condition. Quiet ltalian stock.

Price $110 each -
Can deliver anywhere north of The LINE,

Phone Bruce Stevenson,
Kiwi Bee Distributors Ltd, Kerikeri

f ill Bosanguet (07) 323 8717 ~ ]
Phomjzl ax Bill Bosanquet TJ z 09 407 7190 ¢
email bgbosanquet@paradise.net.nz
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Volunteers sought

By Jane Lorimer

Are you keen to help us with some work that has to be done to meet
legislative requirements under the Animal Products Act?

The National Beekeepers Association 1s required to formulate a
Code of Practice to help beekeepers (who export their product or
sell their product to an exporter) formulate their Risk Management
Programme (RMP). Everyone who needs an RMP will have to have
it in place by November 2002.

All beekeepers involved in exporting need to be involved in this
so an RMP is developed that remains a cost-effective mechanism to
meet exporting requirements.

The Animal Products Act 1999 replaces the Apiaries Act 1969,
and sets out to manage hazards to human health, animal health, risks
to wholesomeness and risks from false or misleading labelling
through the implementation of a Risk Management Programme
(RMP).

The RMP will incorporate HACCP (Hazard Analysis/Critical
Control Points), as does the Food Safety Programme (under the Food
Act - Health).

Who will require an RMP?
All beekeepers mvolved in the export of honey. As yet, we do not
know if this includes other bee products, like pollen and propolis.

Who is exempted from having an RMP?
Primary processors.

How are they defined?
A look at the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry web site suggests
MAF is not clear where a primary processor’s role finishes and the

secondary processor’s role begins. The last executive meeting issued
a request they come and address us on this issue. Glen Neal, from
MAF Food Assurance Authority, has now agreed to meet with me in
the middle of June so some anomalies can be sorted out.

Are you interested in joining a team to get this implemented? Contact
Jane Lorimer, Environment Portfolio sponsor, phone (07) 856-9625
or e-mail hunnybee@wave.co.nz

Levies stir up
beekeepers -
and AFB?

It is interesting to see how the present
National Beekeepers Association
executive is working so hard to spread
American Foul Brood.

Many amateurs are getting fed up with the red tape associated
with the apiary levy, the Disease Elimination Conformity Agreement,
etc.

Many now are telling me that they have bumt their hives in

response. The new idea of a charge of $30 or so will accelerate the
reduction in registration.

However, I suspect the enthusiast amateurs will just quietly relocate
their hives to a less-obvious location. We will only realise this once
AFB turns up in unexpected places.

I would much sooner know where these hives are, even if 1
subsidise their presence.

- Gary Jeffery, Westport.

New Zealand Made
Buy Direct From The Manufacturer

Sold Nationwide Last Season.

NEW PRODUCT

Buzzing News! Buzzing News!

“The Alrernative” One Piece Plastic Frame and Foundation

Successfully Trialed by Arataki Honey Ltd Havelock North

3/4 One Piece Plastic Frame and Foundation 35mm and 43mm End Bars.

Our Plastic Frames Have The Small Cell Size That May
Assist In Varroa Control: Refer NZ Beekeeper Feb 2001 Page 8.

Beetek Ltd

(an associate of Interworld Plastics [NZ) Ltd]

Phone: (09) 298-5199 e« Fax: (09) 298-1048
Ray Duncan Mobile: 025 422-056
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Apiary has own
safety back-ups

I was brought up with bees, my father
being a commercial beekeeper for 40
years. My first five years out of school
were spent working bees and, apart from
a short break, I've had over 100 hives of
my own for 30 years. I have worked for
commercial beekeepers at the same time,
so one way and another, ['ve been around
bees tor half a century.

During that time, stings were a part of
life, as well as a source of hilarity. I can
recall a brother letting out a yell as he
got stung on his bare foot in my father’s
extracting room and, as he sat down to
scratch it out, roared and rose like a
volcano, when he received another on his
rear end.

New staff or part-time help usually
came in for some ribbing, as their first
few stings would result in a Cassias Clay
fist, fat lip or occasionally, a closed eye.
“OK, now you're initiated,” they'd be
told. *“Now it will be plain sailing.

It always was, until recently.

Late last year, things changed.
Although working inside, a Royal Jelly
team member who has had her share of
stings over a three-year period from bees
that came in on equipment, unexpectedly
reacted to a sting. When it became
obvious the condition wasn’t improving,
she was driven to a medical centre to be
checked out.

The doctor said she had to stop working
near bees and get another job. Well, it was
probably not very prudent, but
precautions were taken and her work
continued. But it did happen a second
time.

She was taken to a different medical
centre and this time the advice given was
to carry an adrenaline syringe called an
“Epipen”, designed like a diabetics
imsulin syringe with a short needle that
can be self-administered. Already loaded,
all you do is press the button. Refills are
available from the chemist. She was also
told to do a course of desensitisation.

Interestingly, the business used to have
long needle syringes with adrenalin in the
first aid kit - until Occupational Safety
and Health came along, did its inspection,
confiscated the needles and said we
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health and

By Ross Abernethy

weren't allowed to use them or get
any more. No alternative was given.

Several staff members did the
OSH-required St John’s workplace
first aid course. Again, we were told
categorically: “You are not allowed
to give injections - if the person was
to die, you would be liable.” No
alternatives were given, except to
phone an ambulance.

Recently, a retired gentleman was
taken on to work half days, cleaning
pollen and giving help where
needed. He came out to the bees a
couple of times and had a few stings
with no problems. However, when
helping extract honey, he was stung
on the neck. It was immediately
removed and didn’t cause a
problem. Two hours later, he
complained of hurting his finger (it
was discovered later to be a sting)
and within seconds he was feeling
ill.

He managed to walk to the house,
then collapsed. One of the staff gave
him the Epipen adrenalin and rang
the ambulance. His condition
continued to deteriorate but the
ambulance arrived in time. It did,
however, call for back-up to meet
them half-way as his heart was
causing concern.

On the way to the hospital, the
ambulance driver told me if we had
not injected him with adrenalin, he
would have died. No doubt about
it!

I also learned that in a
deteriorating situation, because the
Epipen only has 0.3 micrograms, it
would have been safe to use a
second one. Some say they are
expensive at $140 each, but what
price do you put on a life? We now
carry one in the vehicle as well as
having two at the base.

Thankfully, the worker survived,
but no thanks to OSH! They have
been spoken to since and still
carried on in a high and mighty
voice:

“What are you doing employing
people who are allergic to bee
stings"?”

(The fact was, that at the job interview he
assured management he had never been allergic
in the past.)

“Secondly, what are you doing injecting
people?”

The fact he would have died before the
ambulance arrived didn’t seem to sink in!

Seems that you are damned if you do and
damned if you don’t. As for us, we plan to do
what is necessary to save a life, rather than worry
about the sting of OSH!

* Ron Abernethy manages hives for Happy
Valley Honey, Manurewa

The Anaphylaxis Emergency Treatment Kit
(Front Cover) is another bee sting relief
package. Available over the counter at
pharmacies, the kit has a small, self-
administrative syringe containing 0.3ml of
Epinephrine. The pack also contains a
tourniquet and chewable antihistamine
tablets. Dunedin’s Albany Street Pharmacy
(telephone 03 477-511 or  http://
www.onlinepharmacy.co.nz) will provide the
860.50 packs to NBA members for $55,

including postage.
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Direct From The Factory

Honey Supers All Sizes
Full Depth - 3/4 Depth - 1/2 Depth - Cut Comb

Seconds when available
Also - Bottom Boards - Hive Matts - Excluder Frames

Pollen Traps Assembled and Kitset

Sugar For Sale

Ex Stock Dunedin - Christchurch - Nelson

Foundation Conversions
Foundation Sales

Mahurangi Frames
Kit Set and Assembled South Island Only

For Prices On The Above Please Phone

Q Beeline
SO

Supplies

Suppliers to the Beekeeping Industry
583 South Road, Lookout Point, Dunedin
Hours For Warehouse, Monday to Friday
8.00am to 5.30pm
(Other times by arrangement)
For orders and quotes phone

Brian and Heidi: (03) 488-0151
Fax: (03) 487-9878, After Hours: (03) 487-9898

Stockists of Tecpak Containers, j

Beetec Plastic Frames

\
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Taranaki isolation could be its strength

Varroa infestation, co-operation with the
professional/commercial beekeepers and hive levies
are three issues the Taranaki Amateur Beekeepers
Club is concentrating on this year, writes secretary/
treasurer GEORGE JONSEN. The following
report is a profile of the current club, whose
membership is stretched between Hawera,
Stratford, Urenui, Inglewood and New Plymouth.

Geographically, Taranaki is a special area. The
Whangamomona Ranges and Awakino Gorge create natural
boundaries to the north and with no migratory beekeepers,
the club feels the region should remain a buffer zone, even
atter the present line 1s removed when the varroa mite
inevitably crosses the present boundary. We could, we believe,
remain mite-free for several years.

Enthusiastic and helpful commercial beekeepers are
currently used by the club for assistance on field days. We
hope to forge stronger bonds with them so we can co-ordinate
pest control measures to benefit all concerned.

A major worry is the great number of amateur beekeepers
who choose not to join the club. As part of our planned “Co-
operation Strategy”, we intend to hold and promote open
meetings so all interested persons can come along and learn
about the advantages of membership.

There 1s no doubt, 1f amateurs do not change their hive
management and become knowledgeable about varroa control.
they will nat have hives to manage! Meanwhile. our concern
i the damage they will do in providing a home for the mite
betore it destroys their hives.

The ¢lub has 18 members who are registered with the
Disease Elimination Conformity Agreement and two who
are "Authorised Persons™. showing a strong core of beekeepers
who are prepared to become more knowledgeable. We have

Members of the Taranaki Amateur Beekeepers Club
prepare for a queen-cell rearing day, with hives in an
avocado orchard.
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Taranaki Amateur Beekeepers Club president
Lester Mattson, third from left, talks to members
about the theory of queen raising. Others pictured are
members John Smillie, Jim Hall, Graham Stubbs
and Brian Garnett.

also applied to the Taranaki Savings Bank for funds to enable
us to bring in outside experts to talk to the club about preparing
i‘UI' Varrod.

Levy

Our membership is very vocal about proposed changes to
the levy system.

We teel that the time frame is far too short for meaningtul
debate and we are unsure of what is being proposed. We have
approached National Beekepers Association president Richard
Hatfield. who was helpful, and we now await an NBA
executive member to visit our club and discuss the issue.

We believe a flat rate for people who have one to 10 hives
would be acceptable, providing that payment for one annual
inspection by an authorised person or DECA person is paid
for by the NBA, as part of the deal.

Recently. the club held a “"Queen Cell Rearing Day”, which
was totally unsuccesstul!! Mead-making demonstrations were
also given.

Continued on next page

PROPOLIS WANTED

- Independent analysis
- Prompt payment
- Upto $170 + GST per kg
For full details contact us now with details of what you have for sale.
Phone 03-358-7498
Free Fax 0800 BEEWAY (0800-233-929)
Email: propolis @beehealthy.co.nz
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Taranaki Isolation Continued from Page 6

Because our club is the only one listed in the telephone book's
vellow pages, we get all sorts of queries about beekeeping
and honey - from students in Northland asking about projects
on varroa, to requests to remove swarms from places like
Taumaranui and Hataitai. We have been asked whether we
export honey to Korea and can we supply queens to the
Philippines!?

The honey harvest this year in Taranaki, although shortened
by unseasonably-cold winds in January, has been good;
mainly dominated by clover, but some good crops ot bush
and manuka honey were also recorded. As is typical in
Taranaki, it was very “local” and very much depended on
where your hives were. Beekeepers in central and south
Taranaki had good harvests.

Any amateur club wishing to have a report on matters it
is concerned about/happy with, is invited to send
something in. See inside cover page of this magazine for
address details. (photographs welcomed)

Pugging pastures
affect honey crops

Peter Singleton from Environment Waikato
presented the following facts in a talk he gave
this month.

e  Moderate pugging damage may cost the average farm
S8000 to $12,000 a vear in lost production.

e Pugging, while long recognised as undesirable, is
accepted on many farms as a daily fact of life during the
wetter months. Observation would suggest the pasture
apparently recovers from pugging in all but the most
serious of cases.

e Inthe last few years, scientists have been looking more
closely at pugging damage and 1ts effect on the soil and
pasture. Findings show significant effects on both the
soil and pasture from even slight treading damage. Many

farmers may not realise even a low amount of damage is
having a significant effect on pasture production.

Minimising damage has significant financial and
environmental benefits,

Management tools and techniques exist to help farmers
minimise treading damage.

Dairy pasture treading studies in the Waikato show pasture
and soil effects from treading can last many months,
depending on soil type. In one study, soil pugging and
compaction damage following a single pugging event
depressed pasture production between 20 to 80%,
depending on soil type. The effects lasted from four to
eight months and may have caused an even longer-term
seasonal effect. In that study, badly-pugged areas have
not fully recovered, despite at least 18 months without
further treading damage.

Clover production can be decreased by 15 to 65%, while
clover nitrogen fixation decreased by 24% to 70%.

SITUATION VACANT
Experienced beekeeper wanted for
3000 hive operation producing
bulk honey for the export market.
This is a full time position based in
Kurow, North Otago.

For further information please contact:
Peter Irving
Waitaki Apiaries
PO Box 65, Kurow, North Otago

Ph 03436 0813  Fax 03 436 0913 ¥
Cell 025 436 731 waitakiapiaries @xtra.co.nz
BEE
ENTERPRISES

Bayvarol® Strips

for Varroa control

AVAILABLE NOW

Contact us now for an information
brochure and pricing details.
Phone 03-358-7498
Free Fax 0800 BEEWAY (0800-233-929) g
Email: bayvarol@beehealthy.co.nz “

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd 4.2
ﬁla Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment 1 e
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products

Manufacturers and Sole Suppliers of

e Gera Propolmats (propolis collecting plates)

e New Way Pollen Traps Phone
Brian or Christine
e Tin Clip on Lids (09) 235-8585
Fax: (09)235-0001
e Tin One Piece Intemal Feeders BK10

WOODLIFE 1I

Water-based, to protect boxes and wood
components against warping, splitting, early paint
failure and moisture related problems.

Distributors:-

EASTERN AGROFORESTS LTD

Website: www.eastag.co.nz
Ph: 06 844 9809 Fax: 06 844 9033
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From the colonies

Hawkes Bay

Remember the branch meetings are now the second Thursday
of'the month - June 14, then July 12. The remit meeting will
now be in July.

The date for the next Disease Elimination Conformity
Agreement course and test 18 August 4 at Arataki Honey,
Havelock North, Get your name, address and phone number
to John Berry, 46 Arataki Rd, Havelock North, or Ron
Morison, 6 Totara St, Taradale.

What of the varroa mites? Those who didn't see the video
last month should contact lan Berry who owns it. Apistan
strips are being inserted in hives considered to be in a high
risk area in the bay and to date, no infestations have been
found.

Don’t relax because of this. Study all the information you
can get, and plan your beekeeping for when the inevitable
happens.

The National Beekeepers Association recently mailed two
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry papers to us: 4 Review
of Treatment Options for Control of Varroa Mites in New
Zealand and Risk Assessment of Varroa Introduction into the
South Island. Both are very interesting reading.

The icing sugar dusting was excellently covered in a recent
web page. and while it is not listed in the MAF paper, it looks
promising for the hobbyist.

1f, because of the impending impact of varroa or for any
other reason you or a friend are thinking of getting out of
beekeeping. don't just walk away from your hive(s). They
are an asset you can sell while they are free of diseases and
will be a source of infestation it neglected. One of our
members, Chris Robinson (phone 06 878-4588), has a
reputation for bringing buyers and sellers together.

- Ron Morison

Southern North Island Branch

Extraction is now coming to an end and beekeepers are settling
hives down tor the winter.

Despite drought conditions, most beckeepers produced a
good, slightly-above-average crop.

Surveillance is about to be undertaken along highways and
at-risk sites (honey houses and hives involved in the 1999
kiwifruit pollination in the Bay of Plenty).

Four “Diseaseathons” were held during the year, This year,
we targeted all hives, including commercial beekeepers’
apiaries. Twelve teams inspected 409 hives in 91 apiaries.
One hot spot was located and follow-up action was
undertaken,

During the last 12 months, the branch conducted eight
DECA courses and the Wellington Beekeepers Association
held another four courses. A total of 226 beekeepers have
taken the course,

New Zealand Beekeepers June 2001

At the last branch meeting, the Movement Control Line was
discussed and “what if” proposals put forward. A majority of
members voted for the continuation of the line to slow the
spread of the mite. However, the actual re-drawing of the line
will depend upon where the mite is found and will require
consultation so beekeeping businesses are not cut in half.

e Camp Rangi planning is advanced and applications are
coming in. A spring field day is planned for September 29.

- Frank Lindsay

Gisborne

Hives have been shifted on to their wintering sites and are
being fed where necessary. A couple of good cold snaps should
have killed off any wax moths in the stored supers.

The willows were badly affected by the sawfly last summer
so we are hoping they survive the winter.

The autumn Diseaseathon found no American foulbrood. Nor
was any varroa found in a sample of hives surveyed in the
East Cape “bubble”.

We are attempting to liase with citrus growers to avoid the
spraying of insecticide on trees in full flower which occurred
in parts of this district last spring.

The annual general meeting and remit meeting is being held
this month, in preparation for the Queenstown conference.

- Peter Burt

Bay of Plenty

Work on the colonies has slowed, wintering hives has pretty
much finished. Some are still wondering about treating hives
for varroa, others have done it anyway, treatable levels or not.

Up to now, only Apistan ® is available, It deals with mites
effectively but causes high residues in wax and propolis. When
the low proportion of fluvalinate has passed into the wax, it
may be transferred to the purified propolis during the alcohol
extraction process. Even after a first time treatment with
Apistan, scrapings from hives can show residue levels above
the allowable limit.

I understand, the current market is still accepting high
residue level propolis, as the buyers are able to lower the level
using uncontaminated propolis. In future, this would mean

BEETEK
PLASTIC FRAMES
FOR SALE

We have thousands of frames in stock now and
can offer very good prices due to bulk buying in
conjunction with large freight savings.
Phone 03-358-7498
Free Fax 0800 BEEWAY (0800-233-929)
Email; plastic @beehealthy.co.nz

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd

CE™ Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment -
] Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products o

BK29
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P O Box 715, Wellington

Tel: (04) 473 7269

Fax: (04) 473 1081

Email: tleslie@fedfarm.org.nz

Notice is he}eby given that the 2001 Annual General Meeting of the National Beekeepers' Association
of New Zealand (Inc) and Conference of Branch Delegates will be held at the Rydges Hotel,
Queenstown on Wednesday and Thursday 25 & 26 July 2001 commencing at 8.30am on

Wednesday 25 July 2001

AGENDA
In Chair NBA President, Mr Richard Hatfield

Wednesday 25 July 2001, First day of Conference
Annual General Meeting

1) Welcome

2) President Welcome to Delegates
Conference Prayer

3) (9.15am) Welcome to Queenstown by Queenstown Lakes District Council Mayor, Hon. Warren Cooper
Vote of thanks to the Mayor

4) Presidents Address

5) Membership Matters
Record Apologies
Record Obituaries
Recognise Life Members, Honorary Members, Past Presidents
Results of election of Executive Members
Recognition of those members of the Executive who will not be continuing in office.
Delegates to advise of newly elected branch life members.

6) (10.30am — 11.00am) Conference Photo and Morning Tea

7) Confirmation of minutes of 2000 Annual General Meeting (previously circulated and will be
taken “as read”).
8) Notice of reports to receive during Conference of Branch Delegates if appropriate and time
allows, presentation of Roy Paterson Trophy
Marketing Philip Cropp
Export Philip Cropp
Communications Lin McKenzie
Support Lin McKenzie
PMS Review Richard Hatfield
Finance Jane Lorimer
Environment Jane Lorimer
PMS Operations Terry Gavin
Exotics Terry Gavin
Varroa Don Bell
Honey Industry Trust Report ~ Trustee present
9) Receive the Annual Report of the Association & Interim 6-month report for 2001
10) Consider any matter arising from the President's address, the Annual Report or any other report

presented to the Annual Meeting.



Receive the audited Statement of Financial Position and Statement of Financial Performance
Receive the budget for the current financial year (2001) and following 2 years

Appoint an Auditor

Appointment of Association Solicitors:
Criminal Work Morrison Kent
Civil Actions Michael Smith

Conduct any general business — other reports (if time allows)
Apicultural Research Dr Mark Goodwin, Dr Louise Malone
AgriQuality New Zealand Ltd  Mr Murray Reid
Telford Rural Polytechnic Dr David Woodward

11) Dr Jim Edwards, National Manager International Trade, Biosecurity Authority Ministry of Agriculture

and Forestry, Launch the consultation phase for the importation of honey from Western Australia,
based on its regional freedom for EFB.

12) Lunch and Break away for “The Great Buzz off Tours”

Thursday 26 July 2000, Second day of Conference

13) 7.30am Start Days Proceedings

14) Special meeting to consider proposed rule changes
15) Resolutions from the executive (coming from the rule changes)
16) 8.30am Special Guest Speaker:

Professor Dr. Klaus Ammann, Director Botanical Garden University of Bern
17) (10.00am) Morning Tea
18) (10.15am) Conference of Branch Delegates (Moved forward if AGM finished previous day)

19) Procedural Motions
Appoint timekeeper
Appoint two Scrutineers
Determine speaking times. Recommendation:
5 minutes mover
3 minutes seconder
3 minutes subsequent speakers
Meeting to be advised of remits received for which notice has been given 45 days prior (rule19c)

Agenda:

1 Remit policy

2. Remit report from exec

3. Consider remits as per remit paper

20) 12.00pm — 1.00pm: Lunch
21) Reconvene Conference of Branch Delegates
22) 3.00pm — 3.30pm Afternoon Tea

23) Reconvene Annual General Meeting
Elections
23.1 Elect the President and Vice President
23.2 |If the proposed rule changes are passed, the meeting will be asked to elect pending
registration of the new rules, the positions of Treasurer and Island Representatives to the
Executive/Board

Any outstanding business carried over from AGM
Conduct any general business
Vote of thanks to the Otago Branch NBA.

24) Closure



NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)
Remits
AGM 2001
NB:
The remits are being circulated in the order they have been received. Presentation order and numbering at the
AGM may well differ.

Remits from Bay of Plenty Branch

Remit 1.
That this Conference recommends to the Executive that each Branch receive a grant each year and that the
grant is not less than 1 1/2% of the total levy and Ordinary membership fees collected from that branch.

Rationale

This would have the effect of providing branch capitation which would directly relate to the income generated to
for the NBA from the branch, and would equate, based on the 1999 accounts, to a total $5,850 total capitation
to branches. This is approximately the amount provided to branches in previous years.

Remit 2.
That this Conference recommends to the Executive that they make a request to Government for an increase in
the number of Apicultural Advisory Officers with AgriQuality.

Rationale

In the early 1970’s there were approximately 17 apicultural staff to service our industry’s requirements. Today
there is the equivalent of only 4 to 5 full time apicultural staff. With the Varroa mite present in New Zealand this
has created an even heavier workload for the current few Apicultural Advisory Officers and their effectiveness in
assisting the beekeeping industry to help control the mite will be affected.

Remit 3.
That this Conference recommends to Executive that the Beekeeper magazine be published six times only per

year.

Rationale
This would give additional funds per issue, which would allow for an improvement in content and quality.

Remit 4
That this Conference recommends to Executive that AgriQuality remain responsible for the maintenance of the

Apiary Register.

Remit 5
That this Conference recommends to Executive that persons appointed as Authorised Persons (Level 1) under
the Pest Management Strategy is from an independent agency only.

Remit 6
That this Conference recommends to Executive that this industry express its total opposition to the use of

Imidacloprid (Gaucho).
Remit from Southland Branch

Remit 7

That this conference recommends to the Executive that they take the needed steps to ensure the antibiotic
tetracycline is registered with the appropriate authorities for use in New Zealand beehives in the event that
European Foulbrood is declared endemic in New Zealand.

Rationale

1. The Southland Branch wishes to promote discussion on this topic.

2. The normal time frame to register a substance with the Animal Remedies Board can be measured in years.
We were fortunate to be able to fast track the registration of Apistanin six months but even that shortened
time period gave Varroa a head start. Any registration could/would require a ministerial “sign off” in the
event that EFB were declared endemic in NZ.

Remits from Otago Branch

Remit 8
“That this Conference recommends to the Executive that, The NBA commissicn an investigation into the options

available for the treatment and or eradication of European Foulbrood in New Zealand.”

Rationale

Overseas research and experience may suggest a range of options available if EFB arrives in NZ. Treatment
with antibiotics brings with it some other problems. If there are viable alternatives to treating with antibiotics, we
need to weigh up the choices before we are in a crisis situation.




Remit 9

That this Conference recommends to the Executive that they ensure that any policies adopted by them are
formulated in accordance with the provisions and spirit of the Rules of the Association and comply with governing
legislation.

Rationale

The formulation of policies by the executive is accepted management practice. However on at least two occasions
over the past year, the executive have adopted polices which are in conflict either with the accepted interpretations
of the NBA rules or Regulations under which our Association is required to operate. These occasions concerned
a policy on the enforcement of the Pest Management Strategy for AFB, and policy concerning the acceptance
of remits to the conference of Delegates.

Remits from Canterbury Branch

Remit 10
This conference recommends to the Executive that the cost of EU Residue testing be directed to and funded
from the Honey Marketing Committee

Remit 11
This conference recommends to Executive on behalf of the New Zealand Hobbyist Beekeepers that Executive
negotiates with Government for the removal of the Statutory Declaration clause

Footnote - ADR should be recognised as an official document of their hobbyist status

Remits from Southern North Island Branch

Remit 12
That this conference recommends to the Executive that the marketing committee presents to the AGM of the
NBA, a report that shows expenditure for projects for the ensuing 12 months for delegates to vote on.

Remit 13
That this conference recommends to the Executive that they establish template contracts to be available to
beekeepers for the purchase/selling of bees, hive products and services.

Remit from the Northland Branch

Remit 14
That the line between the buffer and infested zones be maintained and defended for as long as possible and, if
Varroa is found south of the line, the line be shifted to a sensible geographical line.”

Rationale:
Maintaining and defending the line between the buffer and infested zones is one of the most important things
that can be done to slow down the spread of Varroa to the South Island.

It is critically important that MAF defend the line and ensure that adequate resources are expended to ensure
that beekeepers do not breach the line. It is important that the beekeeping industry demonstrate its resolve and
determination to slow the spread of Varroa. This determination will send a clear signal to MAF that the line is
important and must be defended. This remit may also send an important message to the few renegade
beekeepers who seem determined to breach the line.

Those beekeepers whe have Varroa know how devastating Varroa is and how important it is that its spread be
slowed as much as possible. It is clear that the Government is not going to provide free Varroa treatment in the
future, consequently those beekeepers are going to be at a disadvantage.

Remits from the Waikato Branch

Remit 15
That this Conference recommends to Executive that they facilitate the development of clover that produces
Nectar and persists for many years in pasture.

Rationale

Beekeepers in the northern half of New Zealand have been noticing a decline in the production of clover honey.
We have been very quick to blame one agent for causing this decline e.g. the advance of the clover root weevil
down the country, the overuse of Urea on pastures that have decreased clover growth. One other factor that
was bought to our attention after a presentation from an Environment Waikato employee was that pugging in
pastures could also be a contributing factor - extending the regeneration time of pasture.

Many of us have had discussions with farmers who are becoming more aware that pollination of clover is not
happening. We believe that it would be beneficial to work with organisations to get them to produce a suitable
clover plant that will have the desired growth characteristics for the farmer and will produce nectar to ensure
bee visitation to ensure that seed production does occur.



We would then be able to put a package together (in collaboration with regional councils and Ag Research) that
would point out to farmers an alternative to Urea application, that will help create a lower cost and more
environmentally friendly way of maintaining pasture production (there would be less Nitrate poisoning, less
nitrogen runoff into waterways)

Remit 16
That this Conference recommends to Executive that they seek a Government enquiry into the handling of the
Varroa Situation.

Rationale

With differing viewpoints currently in the industry we believe that it would be a chance to clear the air and for all
sides to be able to put forward their case. We would request a breakdown of Expenses in relation to the funds
allocated by Government for the entire Varroa Management.

Remits from Auckland Branch

Remit 17
That this Conference recommends to the Executive, that they consider that the following become an essential
memorandum for all future Conference procedure: -

That Delegates be asked at the opening of the Remit Session, to respond to the question: - “Are Branches
satisfied with the Exotic Bee Disease Surveillance that has been carried out in the past 12 months?” If a Branch
Delegate replies in the negative, then that Delegate must give reason/s. The Executive should then take not of
such reason/s and act appropriately.

Rationale

On 10/11 Aril 2000, the discovery of Varroa Mite in Auckland, brought home the realisation that Border Control
had failed and routine Exotic Bee Surveillance had been woefully in adequate, given that Varroa must have
been in the region for about 18 months to 2 years. This unhappy situation had arisen because successive
Governments had reduced funding for Bio-Security, despite an ever-increasing traffic through our Airports and
ports, and more deplorably Exotic Disease Surveillance had been reduced to a few 100 x 400ml polyjars of bee
samples.

However it appears that the beekeeping industry, may have got what it did not very energetically prevent,
through lobbying government and Bureaucracy. In short, we did not question, accepted the status quo, became
complacent and are now paying the price. This must never happen again.

The Remit will cause every Branch every year to question and examine the current surveillance situation and in
effect, will become 14 review committees.

Our Branch feels that we must have better Border Control to remain clear of the numerous exotic diseases and
pests which have not yet arrived.

Remit 18

That this Conference recommends to the Executive that they consider the introduction of Varroa tolerant bee
stock to the New Zealand Beekeeping industry, to reduce the effect of Varroa and improve the economics of the
beekeeping industry.

Rationale

Our branch feels that we should investigate the potential for setting up a selection programme to select Varroa
resistant bees so as to provide these to the industry.

To also investigate the potential for setting up an importation and selection programme to select for Varroa
resistant bees and provide these for the industry.

And to investigate the revision of the import health standards, with the view of making them easier to safely
comply with.

Remit 19
That this Conference recommends to the Executive that the Beeping Industry endeavour to co-ordinate rural
industries to speak with one voice to increase pressure on the Government to provide better border security.

Remit 20

That this Conference recommends to the Executive, that an approach be made to the Government to get all
incoming containers opened and their contents inspected, to control the importation of exotic diseases and
pests, such as is believed being put into practice in Australia.

Rationale
It alarms the Auckland Branch members on how many interceptions, recently reported in an article originating

from the Right Honourable Jim Sutton, are being made by Border Control, from overseas travellers entering
New Zealand.

The many incidents of pest escaping and the costs in attempting to eradicate these same pests are becoming
astronomical and so acute, that eventually we will lose our precious “Clean Green Image” as well as accumulating
all of the worlds pests.



Remit 21

That this Conference asks the Executive to bring to the notice of all relevant departments, “That all Government
Departments, including MAF and those responsible for Border Control, should be controlled by the same rules
as we the public are, in that in 1999, huge costs were placed on New Zealand and all Beekeepers by being lax
in allowing the entry of Varroa Mite through their Border Control, which we believe is contained in their contract.

Rationale

There is a MAF paper out which says that Beekeepers can be given 5 years prison and/or a fine of $100,000.00
if they break the certain rules with regard to Varroa Infestation Control, yet they themselves in 1999 lost 109
samples which our Branch together with the Waikato Branch had collected during a surveillance exercise
organised by MAF and AgriQuality, which seven months later was found to be heavily infected and in fact was
dying from Varroa Mite Infestation for which the MAF had been contacted, which should have been tested we
believe, for exotic diseases and pests.

The contract of the testing has not been released by MAF, even though requested through the Official Information
Act.

Remit from the Varroa Oversight Advisory Committee (VOAC)

Remit 22
“That the line between the buffer and infected zones be maintained and defended for as long as possible and,
if Varroa is found south of the line, the line be shifted to a sensible geographical line.”

Rationale

The “line" as established by MAF, in consultation with the representatives of those beekeepers in areas most
affected, is an integral element in slowing the spread of Varroa into areas to the south, including the South
Island.

As such the line is fully in accordance with the Cabinet determination, spelled out by the Minister of Agriculture
in his communiqgué dated, 6 November 2000, “ the aim of the plan (approved by Cabinet) was to keep the South
Island Varroa free for as long as realistically possible, and to minimise the economic impacts in the North
Island.”

Maintaining and defending the line, between the buffer and infested zones, is seen as an essential tool in
achieving the Cabinet’s objective to limit the southward spread of Varroa mite into areas currently unaffected.

It is, therefore, critically important the MAF defend the line and, further, ensure that adequate financial and
technical resources are made available to ensure the integrity of the line is not breached.

It is no less important for the beekeeping industry, nationally, to demonstrate its resolve and determination to
slow the spread of Varroa into otherwise (at present) clean areas for as long as practicable. This is demonstrated
by respecting the line and the reasons for its existence.

Such determination will send a clear signal to Government that the line is strategically important and must be
defended. Furthermare, this will show that the beekeeping industry is a responsible body and that by reinforcing
the line, is prepared to honour its part in the overall partnership between Government and industry.

Rule Changes, 2001 AGM:

Proposed by the Executive

15 Elected Officers

The following officers shall be elected by General Meeting of the Association as set out below from the members
of the executive elected or appointed for the next term of office following the AGM:

1. President
2. Vice President
3. Honorary Treasurer

15a. President

The President shall preside over all matters of the association including Executive meetings, general meeting,
special general meetings and other meetings as determined by the Executive.

The President shall have the powers of committing the association to agreements, proceedings or actions in
consultation with the Executive. The executive may direct the president only if all members of the executive
vote unanimously for that direction.

The President shall be responsible for ensuring that the association maintains legal compliance with current
legislation and shall be responsible for all legal matters. The president shall consult with the Vice President and
Honorary treasurer in all matters of a financial and legal nature.

The President shall be the nominal holder of the Common Seal.

The Executive Secretary shall report to the President.



15b Vice President

The Vice President shall act in a supporting to President in all matters and shall be an advisor to the President.
The Vice President will assume the powers of the President if the president is either:

a. Officially absent as declared by the President in writing to the Executive Secretary, or

b. Inanemergency, Is unavailable for a period of at least 48 hours by normal communication means. Any
decision or commitment shall require the ratification of at least two other executive members in writing
to the Executive Secretary.

15c Honorary Treasurer

The Honorary treasurer shall have the powers over all of the associations finances to direct and manage them
within the Policies set by Annual General Meeting or other General Meeting or by the Executive via policies.
Also they shall coordinate the activities of the Auditors and direct officers of the association to comply with
reasonable auditor requests.

The Honorary treasurer shall ensure that Legal compliance to the financial requirements of current legislation.
The Honorary Treasurer shall also be responsible for conducting any investigation involving financial impropriety.

15d Removal From Office of Elected Officers
The Elected Officer can only be removed from office if:

a. The Elected Officer does not remain a member of the association or is in default of any undisputed
payment to the association.

b. That a 75% majority of a general meeting votes on a motion to remove the Elected Officer.

c. In the unanimous opinion of the executive members the Elected Officer has acted in a manner that
would bring the association into disrepute or render the association liable for civil or criminal action. In
such cases the Elected Officer can request and it shall be granted independent binding mediation at
the expense of the association.

d. The Elected Officer is convicted of any offence (Civil or Criminal) that relates to statutory instruments
related to Beekeeping or a criminal office that has a custodial penalty.

15e Election of Elected Officers

The election of Elected Officers of the Executive shall be at a convened General meeting (annual or special in
the case of removal) will be by simple majority and where there is a tie then a revote shall take place until a
majority is achieved.

If an elected Officer is removed during their period of office then the Executive Secretary shall hold a ballot of
members in accordance with the rule 27,

15f Council of Elected Officers

The Council of Elected officers shall be responsible for the overall direction of the association working with the
wider executive members in the implementation of the policies, procedures of the association. The Council may
make decisions on behalf of the association subsequently ratified by the Executive at a normally nominated
meeting.

15g Executive Portfolio Holders

Each member of the Executive excluding the President shall be responsible for portfolios determined from time
to time being required to operate the association. The Portfolio Holders shall be accountable to the Executive
for their portfolio and report to the executive at every meeting. Each portfolio holder will prepare a report to the
membership as a part of the annual report. All committees related to that portfolio will report to the Portfolio
holder through the Committee Chair.

15h Delegations

The Executive may from time to time determine policies and procedures on the delegations of financial or
decision making authority to individuals or organisational units. These policies and procedures shall be available
from the executive secretary on written request by any member of the association.

Rule 16:
The Executive. (The Executive becomes a Board and all reference in the Rules of the Association to Executive
is changed to read National Board)

(a) Amend to:

The National Board shall consist of eight (8) persons who are either members of the Association or the
representatives of corporations which are members, four being resident in the North Island and four being
resident in the South Island.

One member of the National Board from each Island shall be a branch chairman whose major role on the Board
will be to act as Branch liaison people for their respective islands. They shall be elected to the National Board
by branch delegates at the Annual Conference of Branch Delegates held in conjunction with the Associations
Annual General Meeting.



Rationale:
There is always an issue in the Association that the branches are not informed. By having Branch Liaison
people on the Board to act as a conduit for information this should help alleviate the perceived problem.

(b) Amend to:

The members of the National Board shall hold office for two years, commencing at the conclusion of the Annual
Meeting following their election and shall at the expiration of their terms be eligible for re-election unless in the
case of the two branch chairmen they have ceased to be a branch chairman.

(h) Amend to:
5 members shall constitute a quorum.

16 k

The Executive of the Association may co-opt additional members to executive that have all the powers of an
executive member excluding voting. The co-opting shall be by motion at a full executive meeting and a unanimous
decision. The Executive can remove a co-opted member to the Executive by motion and a simple majority.

18bv

Replace with: The Executive is required to provide a three year rolling budget updated annually with a strategic
plan. This will be ratified at the general meeting by the membership and form the overall direction of the Association
for the next three years.

23 e

Special Interest Groups representing sectors and industry groups of the association’s membership. Special
Interest Groups can be created in the same way as a branch and have the operating powers and responsibilities
of a branch.

23t
Branches and special interest groups shall establish rules of operation and conduct of meetings complaint with
the Constitution and Policies set by the executive.

Rule 24: Operation of Branches:

(f) New Rule:

Branches to report a summary of their activities to the National Board quarterly in April, July, October and
September.

Rationale:
As the Branches are part of the consolidated operations of the Association, quarterly reporting will enable the
Board to maintain complete oversight of the Associations affairs.

28
Change Executive to Council of Elected Officers.

31. Policies

The Executive may make matters of policy any matter that it considers necessary to be a policy and that policy
shall be binding on all members of the association in the same way that this constitution is binding. The Executive
does not have the power to make policies that directly or indirectly contravene this constitution.

All policies shall be available from the Executive Secretary on request by any voting member of the association.

Prepared by Nick Wallingford

PROPOSED RULE CHANGE 1:

Rule 16(a) currently reads: “The Executive shall consist of six persons who are either members of the Association
or the representatives of corporations which are members, three being resident in the North Island and three in
the South Island.”

The proposed rule change is to insert the following parenthetical expression after the words “six persons”:
“(or fewer than six if the Executive chooses to not appoint a replacement Executive member in the event of a
casual vacancy)”

RATIONALE: In recent years, the Executive has chosen to operate with fewer than six members, by not appointing
replacements for casual vacancies. This proposed rule change would bring the rules (or at least the expressed
intention of the rules) in line with recent practices of the Executive.

PROPOSED RULE CHANGE 2:

Rule 17(c)(vii) currently reads “Forwarding to Branches copies of minutes and reports of meetings of the
Association and the Executive, to be within 14 days of such meetings being held.”

The proposed rule change is to delete the phrase “to be within 14 days of such meetings being held”.

RATIONALE: This change would revert the wording of the rule to that in place prior to 1998 when the rule was
amended. It is not the practice of the Executive to provide the minutes within 14 days of the meeting, so this
proposed to change is to bring the rules in line with the current practice of the Association.



propolis producers, who are serious about managing residue
levels could bail out the not-so-serious ones. But that can’t be
sustamable and if you are serious about scraping your hive
gear to produce a product acceptable to the market, you have
to start managing residue levels. Don’t delay making that
decision!!!

Our June branch meeting will focus on residues. A
competitive treatment will soon be available to reduce residue
levels. The risk of high residue levels also highlights the need
for treating hives, when treatable infestation levels are present.
That in turn, requires putting a reliable infestation monitoring
system in place.

The Bay of Plenty branch will organise another DECA
course, plus exam for July 7, to be held in Tauranga.

At the time of writing this report, the field day organisation
for June 16 is in the final stages and I would like to thank
branch members for putting in their time and effort to make it
a successful day. It is good to see a collective approach.

* The branch is also looking forward to the varroa extension/
education programme over the winter months. [ understand a
one and two-day workshop will be run for branches in infected
areas. As branch president, [ extend my gratitude towards MAF
for helping our industry equip ourselves to deal with this pest.
It certainly makes a big difference.

- Gerrit Hyink.

Otago

The big news keeping colonies in Otago occupied is the
national conference being held in Queenstown from July 23
to 26.

Apart from that, most hives have wintered down although,
apart from two cold weeks in May, the weather has been mild.

An early spring may be on its way with some hives already
starting to crack open their first signs of brood. Pollen is
coming in on warm days around coastal Otago and gorse is a
good protein source in other areas.

- Blair Dale

Southland

Writing remits about problems in the industry has been keeping
Southland beekeepers busy as the annual conference in
Queenstown approaches.

Another thing keeping many people occupied is the South
Island varroa tests, which have reached Southland now. The
exercise is hampered by bad weather and the layers of snow
still covering high country areas and making some rural roads
almost impassable.

- Findlay Abernethy

BABY NUCS FOR SALE
e 4 Frame doubles
* 20 Frames fit into modified 3/4 box
For more information contact
Gino at 07 549 4030 A/Hrs
or email gino.lyn@xtra.co.nz
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NEW ZEALAND BEESWAX LTD

BEESWAX WANTED - all grades

We are currently buying beeswax for export

Cappings wax $6.00 kg - Combs & slum wax $5.00 kg

We will buy anywhere in NZ - all prices plus GST
Ph 03 693 9189 Fax 03 693 9780 Email: Beeswax@xtra.co.nz

Did you know that we make EXTRA HEAVY
BROOD 205mm deep foundation?

Advantages are that the bees draw it out very
fast as they don’t need to build as much wax
and therefore produce more honey. It is also
much stronger in the frame because the bees
attach the bottom of the sheet directly to the
frame. One Manuka producer who changed
to plastic is now replacing all the plastic with

NEWS!! - Comb Foundation - NEWS!!

EHB with great success. He says the combs
are much straighter than the plastic, which
are normally bowed, and cause a lot of trouble
in the hive and uncapper. He is also using a
“pricker” with no problems. But you don’t have
to be a Manuka producer to take advantage
of these benefits.

Contact us to find out more about our high
quality, high strength beeswax comb
foundation.

Ph 03 693 9189 Fax 03 693 9780 Email: Beeswax@xtra.co.nz g
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Bees develop varroa tolerance

Dr Jeft Harris of the USDA Honey Bee Breeding Laboratory in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, provided some exciting information
at the latest meeting of the south Alabama Beekeepers Association in Mobile, reports the Apicultural Research Service

Web site.

The suppression of varroa mite reproduction is a genetically-
inherited trait that may result in varroa-tolerant bees.

The characteristic, called SMR, is just one of several found
in Africanized honey bees that have potential use in selection
programmes (http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/~mts/apishtm/apis97/
apmay97.htm#2).

Fortunately, the trait is widespread in the US honey bee
population and so is readily available in the present gene pool.
However, in order to begin a selection programme, there must
be a technology to measure the trend.

A tull description of the work done by Dr Harris, along with
Dr John Harbo. appears in the May 20001 issue of Bee Culture
(Vol. 129, No.5, pp.34-39) and on the ARS Web sit (http://
msa.ars.usda.gov/la/btn/hbb/SMRD/SMRD. htm)

According to the authors, female varroa in a bee colony do
not all attempt to reproduce at the same time. Generally, one-
third ot the mites can be found on adult bees and the rest in
the brood cells.

Fifteen to 25% of mutes that enter brood cells do not, in
tact, reproduce. These individuals may be mites that die before
laying eggs. live but do not lay eggs, produce only a male and
no females and/or produce progeny too late to mature before
bee emergence. One or all of these categories may be found
in any one honey bee colony.

The number of non-reproducing mites in a colony is
measured by examining about 30 singly-infested brood cells

Please ring Andrew Stratford on:-

Fax: (07) 533-1118

and recording the reproductive success of each female found
there.

Several environmental variables affect the percentage of
non-reproducing (NR%) mites. These include temperature and
humidity (increase NR%), season (higher NR% in summer)
and climate (larger NR% 1n the tropics). NR mites also often
have no sperm (have not been mated) and in some cases, dead
mites are found “entrapped by the pupal cocoon”.

Over 50% of mites in colonies selected for NR have been
found so entrapped. Of passing interest is the fact that non-
reproducing mites deposit their faeces on the bee pupae, rather
than beside it.

It takes about six weeks after requeening a colony with an
SMR queen to see results. This is called by the authors
“delayed mite suppression” or SMRd. Mite suppression also
occurs immediately in some populations, and is called SMR1.

To show how SMR queens affect change in a colony, the
authors performed several queen exchanges between control
and SMR colonies and found that mite populations became
more or less reproductive based on the queen received.

They conclude: ** . . . We are confident that honey bees will
become resistant to varroa mites.” More encouragingly, they
say that in the future . . . bees will need fewer chemical
treatments to control mites. Eventually they will need none.”

0800 4 PROPOLIS
(0800 477676)

Email: andi@comvita.com

or deliver to our factory - Paengaroa Junction, Te Puke

PROPOLIS — PROPOLIS — PROPOLIS — PROPOLIS

Payment Terms

not registered.

Single payment on Propolis purity results. Our aim is to have payment in your hands within three weeks
of receipt. If sending Propolis for the first time please include your GST number, or advise to say you're

PROPOLIS REMOVAL - SCRAPING & EXTRACTION FROM MATS

Phone for advice on the next step or arrangement of contractors to do it for you.

MAINLAND BEEKEEPERS - FREIGHT

Send your Propolis directly to Christchurch to save on freight costs. Courier or deliver
personally to:- Comvita, 5b Carlyle Street, Sydenham, Christchurch

When dropping off personally phone Daryl on 0800 466 392 to ensure someone is there when you plan to deliver
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Autumn treatment programme ends

By Paul Bolger

In the May issue of the New Zealand
Beekeeper, 1 reported that approximately
250 beekeepers had been sent 45,000
Apistan strips. While the official deadline
was on May 15, AgriQuality was
instructed to continue processing
applications until Friday, May 18,

A last-minute flood of applicants
(including 72 in the last week) pushed the
totals to 354 beekeepers and 126,542
strips. This exhausted the Apistan stocks
held by MAF, and the supplier had to air
freight a shipment from the United States

-to complete the distribution. This delayed

mail-out of strips by up to a week for
some commercial beekeepers, who had
waited until the last minute before putting
in their applications.

The budget in the two-year programme
for treating infected hives is $316,000.
This amount will not even cover the full
cost of the Apistan used, without taking
into account costs associated with
processing applications and mailing out
strips. Any overrun in this area will have
to be funded with savings from other
areas of the programme. The Varroa
Management Group planned to look for
possible savings at its meeting in mid-
June.

MAF intends recalling all strips from
beekeepers for safe disposal after use.
Letters requesting their recall will be
mailed approximately eight weeks after
the last strips were sent to beekeepers
from Ruakura, That was the end of May,
so beekeepers can expect to receive a
recall letter in August. Beekeepers who
fail to return strips will be invoiced for
their cost.

South Island surveillance

Surveillance activities are continuing
throughout the South Island. At June 1,
more than 1500 apiaries containing
around 23,000 hives had been allocated
to beekeepers for inspection.

Supply of sticky boards has been a
problem at times, with boards being used
in the field at a faster rate than the
marnufacturer can supply them. Carrying
out testing at a time when there is no
brood in the hives gives the best possible
chance of detecting low-level infections.
Unfortunately, there is a trade-off
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between this and gaining access to sites
in some areas in winter conditious.
AgriQuality NZ reports that beekeepers
acting as Authorised Persons who are
carrying out the testing are highly
enthusiastic about the surveillance
programme. Beekeepers whose sites
have been selected for testing have been
extremely co-operative in almost all
cases.

North Island surveillance

North Island surveillance during May
was also delayed by the sticky board
shortage described above. Sampling
materials have now been sent to a number
of beekeepers south of the Movement
Control Line to carry out testing of high-
risk sites.

Varroa Mite spread

Because of the large volume of
requests in the last weeks of the autumn
treatment programme, MAF authorised
AgriQuality to postpone entering new
reports of varroa infection into the

~
=25

to MAF, and production details are being
finalised with the printer,

Varroa Research Funding

Information about the process for
allocating government funding for varroa
research is contained elsewhere in this
magazine. Because contracts for research
have not been finalised, MAF is reluctant
to release details of the research projects
that are being funded. I hope to be able
to include these in next nonth’s issue.

Formic and oxalic acid trials

HortResearch is carrying out field trials
on the use of formic acid and oxalic acid
to control varroa. These trials are taking
place on a warm-climate site in Auckland
and a cool-climate site in the National
Park area. The purpose of the trials is to
gather data to support an application to
register the chemicals for use in New
Zealand. More information on these trials
should be available to beekeepers in the
spring.

apiary database until the

applications had been processed.

As the autumn treatment
programme is now complete, the
backlog of infected sites is being
entered into the database. As soon
as data entry is complete, the on-line
maps on the MAF website will be
updated (www.maf.givt.nz/

fenced clover sites, or for removal

FOR SALE

Beehives - 250 (approximately),
mainly F/D.
Strath Taieri Area. On permanent

Phone: (03) 487-8676 & )

biosecurity/pests-diseases/animals/

varroa/). Beekeepers in the North
Island with Internet access will be
interested in the large area over
which infected hives have been
reported. Entering sites from the
original area of infestation has been
given a low priority, as confirming
further sites in Auckland is less
important than tracking spread.

WANTED TO BUY
KAMAHI HONEY

Contact Andrew from Comvita for details

Ph 0800-477-676 Fax 07-533-1118

Offer prices $2.30 per kilo

BK20

Varroa Guide book

The Varroa Guide Book has been
extensively reviewed, both by New
Zealand beekeepers and overseas
varroa experts. Over the last month,
HortResearch has put considerable
effort into revising the book, in line
with comments from the reviewers.
A final draft has now been submitted

Prime Southland
Beekeeping Business
1000 Hives
Plant and Storage Sheds
POA
(03) 201 6457
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Permits required to
ship bulk honey

Beekeepers and honey packers are reminded that
movement controls designed to slow the spread of
varroa are still in place. As such, movement of a range
of risk goods between the three movement control
zones is either restricted or prohibited. Both honey
supers and bulk honey (that is, extracted honey not
packed for retail sale) are classified as Risk Goods.

According to the current movement control
conditions, a permit is required to move bulk honey
from the upper North Island (Infected Zone) to the
lower North Island (Buffer Zone). Permits are also
required to move bulk honey from any place in the
North Island to the South Island. The permit conditions
are;

° Drums and containers must not be attractive
to bees (for example have spilled honey), and

e  Drums and containers must be either screened
to prevent access by bees, or shipped in bee-
proof vehicles or containers.

Permits will be issued on a beekeeper or business
basis for a specified period of time, rather than for
individual shipments.

To obtain a permit, phone AgriQuality NZ Ltd
on 0800 424 490.

Obtaining a permit is the responsibility of the person
shipping the honey (in most cases the producer). Honey
packers are urged to remind suppliers of their
obligation to comply with these conditions, to minimise
the risk of spreading varroa into new areas.

Permits are not required when moving honey within
the same zone, for example from one part of the upper
North Island to another part of the upper North Island.
Nor are permits required to move lines of honey in
retail packs or processed honey products between
movement control zones.

ALLIANCE STOREYS
ALLIANCE FRAMES

Consider exchanging your beeswax, propolis or
manuka honey for New Zealand's leading woodware.

Contact us today

Phone 03-358-7498
Free Fax 0800 BEEWAY (0800-233-929)
Email: alliance @beehealthy.co.nz

&) Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd @

BK30

&P e
a.a Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products
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“Pedigree” Queen Bees

Still able to offer our top producing
quiet strain at competitive prices
($14 including posting & GST)
for October onwards.

Order early to avoid disappointment.

Mountain Beech Apiaries
P.O. Box 55, Westport
Ph 03 789-6929 Evenings
(or answerphone)
Fax 03 789-8869

BK3

MANUKA HONEY

UMF 12+ rated and unrated

Ongoing quantities required of
30kg - 60kg amounts per order.

Replies to:
SKIN DEEP SKINCARE
Ph/Fax 03 548 6211 Nelson
Email: info@skindeep.co.nz

@ Wrightson Real Estate

FOR SALE
CENTRAL N.I.

BEEKEEPING ENTERPRISE

STATE HIGHWAY ONE LOCATION
PROFITABLE COMPLETE BUSINESS

BK14

CONSISTING OF:
« 750 Hives
Processing Shed & Plant
Vehicles

Attractive Retail Shop
Mail Order Business

PLUS: VELVET HONEY ® CO. LTD

A well known and successfully
expanding market with own
trade mark and large customer
database

PLUS: 3 Bedroom Modern Home set
on 14.6 Hectares (36 Acres)

FOR SALE AS GOING CONCERN OR
AS SEPARATE BUSINESS ENTITIES
All Offers will be considered. POA

For details contact:

CLAYTON McELWEE
07 376 7024 ANYTIME

DON McMILLAN
07 378 8234 ANYTIME
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Varroa research carefully managed

By Lucy Martinez

The need for a research advisory group to direct and monitor
the use of funding allocated for a two-year varroa transitional
management programme was recogised last December by the
Varroa Management Group (VMG).

The resulting Varroa Research Advisory Group (VRAG), with
representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
(MAF), National Beekeepers’ Association (NBA), and
Foundation for Research, Science and Technology (FRST),
had its first meeting in January.

As a research objective, it was decided all projects approved
must contribute towards sustainable management programmes
for commercial and hobbyist beekeepers around New Zealand.

Varroa Research Policy
The research policy established by the VRAG is:

1. New Zealand must add value to applicable
international knowledge (i.e. don’t re-invent the
wheel).

2. Research projects must support the objective of the
research programme.

3. Research should be robust and appropriate .
4. Co-operation where appropriate between researchers/

institutions, both within New Zealand and offshore is
encouraged.

5. Researchers should have appropriate linkages with end-
user groups.

6. Research must take account of the policies of end-user
groups.

7. Beekeepers will be involved in research where possible/
appropriate,

8. Research proposals will be assessed in a transparent
and contestable manner where practicable.

9. Research providers must have appropriate expertise and
experience for work proposed.

10. Research proposals must fit within acceptable risk
profiles.

11. All research proposals will be assessed in confidence.
While formal qualifications in research are not compulsory,
research providers need to have a good research design and

prove themselves competent to carry out their proposal.
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Risk profile

Because funds for varroa research in New Zealand are small,
compared with the amount spent internationally, priority will
be given to projects that address issues relevant to New

Previous research activities
Several research projects have already been completed or
are are underway. These include.-

*  An assessment of whether NZ varroa show resistance
to fluvalinate.

*  Sensitivity trial of the Apistan/sticky board test for
surveillance.

*  Re-use of Apistan strips for surveillance testing.

*  The potential of Apistan strips to spread AFB.

* Irradiation as a means of sterilising AFB-infected
Apistan strips.

* Relative effectiveness of Apistan and Bayvarol for
surveillance purposes.

Feral colony eradication trials, including risks to non-
target insect species

* Depopulation of managed colonies.
*  Review of treatment options of varroa in New Zealand.

* Risk assessment of varroa movement to the South
Island.

* Population dynamics trial initiated .

Zealand beekeepers and not likely to be adequately addressed
elsewhere. Preference will also be given to projects likely to
provide useful information in the short-term.

Priority research topics

Research proposals on any subject will be assessed on merit,
but key issues identified by the VRAG as having priority were:
Treatment thresholds; efficacy of control products in New

BEESWAX WANTED

We require all grades of beeswax.
Good prices and payment terms.

For full details contact us now with details
of what you have for sale.
Phone 03-358-7498
Free Fax 0800 BEEWAY (0800-233-929)
Email: beeswax @beehealthy.co.nz
O Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd @

ﬁ"g Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Froducts

BK26
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Zealand conditions; efficacy of varroa monitoring techniques;
parasitic mite syndrome; symptoms/diagnosis from AFB;
range of resistance/tolerance of bees to varroa; development
of management programmes.

Funding
In November 2000, the Government approved $500,000 for

urgent varroa research, and indicated MAF could seek more
funding for the next financial year if required.

MAF intends to seek this funding, via the New Initiatives
round, which calls for initial bids by November 2001. The
VRAG will identify, on behalf of MAF, further projects
suitable for research funding. Any money allocated will
become available for the 2002/2003 financial year.

In the longer term, MAF 15 likely to play a less significant
role in varroa research, meaning the beekeeping industry needs
to look for alternative sources of research funding, such as
the Foundation for Research, Science and Technology.

Money obtained by the South Canterbury Branch for its small
cell trial from the Sustainable Farming Fund demonstrates
how beekeepers who design a good proposal and actively seek
funding can obtain money from a variety of sources.

Current research proposals

Twenty-one research proposals were received from seven
potential research providers in March this year. After meeting
in April to discuss them, the VRAG made recommendations
to the Varroa Management Group in mid-May. Contract
negotiations -are still underway but detailed descriptions of
the successful bids will be published in the July Beekeeper
1ssue.

* Lucy Martinez is the MAF Biosecurity programme advisor.

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd have recently provided
a copy of the video “Bayvarol - Control of Varroa” to the
NBA Libraryand in addition-have forwarded a copy to
each branch president. Anyone wishing to view the video
should contact their branch.

Apology

In the May issue of the New Zealand Beekeeper, credit
to the source of a story written by Lloyd Spear and
headlined “Golden Harvest” was omitted.

The article, a look at the nutritional value of pollens
and their importance to honey bees, first appeared in
Bee Culture magazine, published by A.l. Root
Company in Medina, Ohio, USA.

It is with regret that the material was printed before
permission was sought from Bee Culture or Lloyd
Spear,

. J
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British Researcher Visits NZ

A leading British bee researcher is
visiting New Zealand this month to
study the range of viruses currently as-
sociated with varroa in New Zealand.

Dr Brenda Ball is on the Invertebrate
Pathology team at the Institute of
Arable Crops Research -Rothamstead,
which is the largest land-based research
institute in the United Kingdom. She
has published a number of papers on
the possible interactions between varroa and bee viruses,
particularly the role of viruses in varroa-induced bee colony
collapse.

Dr Brenda Ball

Dr Ball is in New Zealand from June 15 — July 2, and will
be hosted by HortResearch at their Mount Albert research
facility in Auckland. She plans to look at the range of viruses
currently associated with varroa in New Zealand, and pass on
her knowledge of sampling for bee viruses to New Zealand
researchers. Dr Ball will also update the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry on several bee and varroa-related
research issues.

She was to speak at the Bay of Plenty branch field day on
June 16, and with the Auckland Branch the following week.

Dr Ball’s visit to New Zealand has been made possible with
the assistance of the C. Alma Baker Trust, which supports
agricultural research linkages between New Zealand and the
United Kingdom.

*QUEEN CELLS *CELL INCUBATORS
*QUEEN BEES *NUCLEUS COLONIES
*QUANTITY DISCOUNTS
*FREE BROCHURE

*John Dobson & Judy Burch
RD1. Hastings. N.Z.

Ph: (06) 870 7070
Mobile: 025 494 396

Fax: (06)8707077 £
Email: beeline@xtra.co.nz

CLOVER & MANUKA
HONEY WANTED

Bulk Clover required urgently for export (min. 2000 kg) and
Manuka in any quantity wanted now. Top prices paid as well as
as prompt payment. For full details contact us now with details

of what you have for sale.
Phone 03-358-7498
Free Fax 0800 BEEWAY (0800-233-929)
Email: honey @beehealthy.co.nz

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd .
ﬁ.’a Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Begkeeping Equipment 5
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products
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ADVERTISING RATE

Current for all issues in 2001.
A 20% discount on the quoted rates for 11
consecutive placements.

Rates forinserts and 4-colour advertisement along
with specified positions are subject to negotiation.

Straightforward typesetting and layout for
advertisements will be included as part of the
insertion rate. Additional costs will be incurred
where logos and graphics are required to be
scanned.

Please contact Allan Middlemiss for clarification
and costings. — All payments to be made to Crown
Kerr Printing Ltd. P.O. Box 5002, Dunedin

Copy for advertisements may be mailed, faxed,
emailed or supplied on disk providing it is
formatted for Macintosh. Please check with
us before you forward the disk.

Articles published in the NZ
Beekeeper Magazine are subject to
scrutiny by the Associations
publication committee but do not
necessarily reflect the views of
either the Association or the
publisher.

BRANCH CONTACTS AND MEETINGS

FULL PAGE (180 x 260mm)
Two Colour $480
Black & White $400
HALF PAGE (180 x 125mm)
Two Colour $310
Black & White $250
QUARTER PAGE (65 x 125mm)
Two Colour $185
Black & White $150
Eighth Page (65 x 60mm)
Black & White $75
Sixteenth Page (65 x 40mm)
Black & White $40

NZ QUEEN PRODUCERS ASSN

Call: Mary-Anne (06) 855-8038

AUCKLAND BRANCH
Meets last Monday of the month at 7.30p.m.
at Ceracell BeeKeeping Supplies
24 Andromeda Crescent, East Tamaki
President: Brian Alexander
Phone/Fax: (09) 420-5028
Secretary
Chas Reade
Phone: (09) 634-4375
Fax: (09) 634-4376

AUCKLAND BEEKEEPERS CLUB INC.
President: lan Anderson
Phone: (09) 480-8327
Email: ianderson @clear.net.nz

NORTH CANTERBURY BEEKEEPING
CLUB
Meets the second Monday of April, June,
August and October,
Contact: Mrs Hobson
Phone; (03) 312-7587

SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH
Peter Lytile
Phone: (03) 693-9189

CANTERBURY BRANCH
Meets the last Tuesday of every month.
February to October.

Field Day November,

Contact: Trevor Corbett
Phone: (03) 314-6836

CHRISTCHURCH HOBBYIST CLUB
Meets on the first Saturday each month,
August to May, except in January for which it
is the second Saturday.

The site is at 681 Cashmere Road,
Commencing at 1.30pm.

Contact: Maggie James, 21 Humboldt St,
Christchurch 8002. Phone: (03) 337-2421

DUNEDIN BEEKEEPERS CLUB
Meets on the first Saturday in the month
September - April, (except January) at
1.30pm. The venue is at our club hive in
Roslyn, Dunedin.

Enquiries welcome to club secretary,
Dorothy, Phone (03) 488-4390

FRANKLIN BEEKEEPERS CLUB
Meets second Sunday of each month at
10.00am for cuppa and discussion and at

10.30am open hives.
Secretary - Liz Brook
187E Clarks Beach Road,
R.D. 4, Pukekohe
Phone: (09) 232 1111
Mobile: 025 720 761
Fax: (09) 232 1112
Email: liz@pageset.co.nz

HAWKE'S BAY BRANCH
Meets on the second Thursday of the
month at 7.30pm,

Arataki Cottage , Havelock North.
Phone: Ron (06) 844-9493

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH
contact Will: (03) 570-5633

MANAWATU BEEKEEPERS CLUB
Meets every 4th Thursday in the month at
Newbury Hall, SH 3, Palmerston North.
Contact: Andrew MacKinnon
Phone: (06) 323-4346

NELSON BRANCH
Phone: Michael
(03) 528-6010

NELSON BEEKEEPERS CLUB
Contact: Kevin
Phone: (03) 545-0122

OTAGO BRANCH
Phone: Mike (03) 448-7811

POVERTY BAY BRANCH
Contact: Barry (06) 867-4591

WANGANUI BEEKEEPERS CLUB
Meets on the second
Wednesday of the month.
Contact Secretary: Neil Farrer
Phone: (06) 343-6248

NORTH OTAGO BRANCH
Bryan O'Neil
Phone: (03) 431-1831

SOUTHERN NORTH
ISLAND BRANCH
Contact: Frank
Phone: (04) 478-3367

SOUTHLAND BRANCH
Contact; Don Stedman
Ph/Fax: (03) 246-9777

TARANAKI AMATEUR
BEEKEEPING CLUB
George Jonsen
195 Carrington Street
New Plymouth
Email: honeyhouse @clear.co.nz
Phone: (06) 753-3320

WAIKATO BRANCH
Contact Tony: (07) 856-9625
Secretary: Jan Klausen
Prone: (07) 386-0111
Next meeting Friday 13th July 2001: 10 am
Venue: Green Room, Ruakura

WAIRARAPA HOBBYIST
BEEKEEPERS CLUB
Meet 3rd Sunday each month
(except January) at Kites Woolstore,
Norfolk Road, Masterton at 1.30pm.
Convenor: Arnold Esler.
Phone: (06) 379-8648

WELLINGTON BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION

Meets every second Monday of

the month (except January)

in Johnsonville. All welcome.

Contact: John Burnett,
21 Kiwi Cres, Tawa,
Wellington 6006. Phone: (04) 232-7863

Email: johnburnett@xtra.co.nz

New Zealand Beekeepers June 2001




Ceracell Beeﬂ(ee]pmg Su]pp]lfles 14

HONEYCOMB FOUNDATION MANUFACTURERS
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT

24 ANDROMEDA CRESCENT, EAST TAMAKI, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND
BOX 58-114, GREENMOUNT, AUCKLAND. PHONE (09) 274-7236, FAX (09) 274-0368

“APISTAN”

FOR VARROA MITE CONTROL

()
wvh 339
w

Apistan is specifically designed for beehive use and has an
efficiency of 99 - 100% when used as labelled and provides a
high initial kill and long term protection over 6 - 8 weeks, or
2 mite Beeding cycles, without any drop off of performance.

Currently registered and used in more than 50 countries
worldwide, Apistan is the treatment of choice by the majority
of Beekeepers in Varroa infected areas and is the Industry

Standard.
Contrary to the Rumour Mill, Apistan will leave no residue
in Honey.
It has a far higher safety margin between killing Bees and
killing Varroa (22,000 times) than any other treatment

N registered in NZ.
S

Under the E.U. Veterinary medicines, regulations Apistan
has enjoyed for many years an Annex 11 classification,
which is No Maximum Residue Levels Necessary.

LARGE QUANTITIES ARE HELD IN STOCK.

Priced at $4.00 each + GST 10 - 100
$3.75 each + GST 110 - 1000
$3.50 each + GST 1010 - 5000

For quantities above 5000,
Please contact Ceracell on (09) 274-7236 and ask for a quotation.

Available from Ceracell stockists.
BK22




