
Permit Post &§

Wellington, N.Z.

Permit No. 154506

Gypsy Moth incursion in-Hamilton -

Public signage marks all main roads out of Hamilton

Varroa mite incursion -

Public signage at Wellington Ferry Terminal

Gypsy Moth signs from

around Hamilton

Gypsy Moth signs from

around Hamilton
|

VarroaSign
=- Wellington Ferry

terminal Check In Office

Varroa sign Blownup version of

Passenger Terminal
circle sign

Gypsy Moth signs from Gypsy Moth signs from

around Hamilton around Hamilton



NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION OF NZ (Inc.)EXECUTIVE

Acting President: Jane Lorimer

Hillcrest Apiaries,
“Kahurangi-o-Papa’”
RD 3, Hamilton 2021

Phone: (07) 856-9625 Fax: (07) 856-9241

Mobile (1st) : 0274 969 889

Mobile (2nd): 025 294-6559

Email: hunnybee @wave.co.nz

Executive: Philip Cropp
Nelson Apiaries, Motupiko,
RD 2, Nelson

Phone: (03) 522-4130 (Wk) 03 522 4413

Fax (03) 522-4513

Mobile: 0274 829 143

Email: nectar @ts.co.nz

Executive: Gerard Martin

21 Edgewater Grove

Whakatane

Ph/Fax: (07) 307-8111

Email: busy-bee @xtra.co.nz

Executive: Bob Blair

157 Carlisle Rd, Browns Bay
Auckland 1310

Ph/Fax: (09) 479-4354

Executive: Roger Bray
Braesby Farm, RD1

Ashburton

Ph/Fax: (03) 308-4964

AL

%LD

CY

Executive: Don Stedman

Catlins Apiaries, Pine Bush,

RD1,

Wyndham
Ph/Fax: (03) 246-9777

Email: dstedman @xtra.co.nz

Executive Secretary: Pauline Bassett

National Beekeepers
Box 234, Te Kuiti

Ph/Fax: (07) 878-7193

Email: waihon @actrix.co.nz

Hon. Librarian: Chris Taiaroa

43 Princes Street, Waikari Nth Canty 8276

Phone/Fax: (03) 314-4569

Email: chris.tony.taiaroa @clear.net.nz

www.nba.org.nz
PHONE NUMBER FOR VARROA HEADQUARTERS

0800 424 490

Subscriptions
— 11 Issues —

NZ $55.00 GST inc

Overseas Airmail

US $55.00

BRANCHES: The first named person is the President/Chairperson. The second is the Secretary.
FAR NORTH

Bob Banks

RD 2, Kaitaia 0500

Tel: (09) 408-5543

Email: bob.banks @xtra.co.nz

Bruce Stevenson

Kiwi Bee Distributors

Kemp Rad, Kerikeri 0470

Tel: (09) 407-7190

Fax: (09) 407-7194

Email: bucestevenson @xtra.co.nz

NORTHLAND

Simon Peactey
76 Malone Rd, RD 9

Whangarei 0121

Tel/Fax: (09) 434-6344

Mobile: (025) 270-8922

Email: peacey @paradise.net.nz
Terry Gavin

PDC, Titoki 0250

Tel: (09) 433-1891

Fax (09) 433-1895

Mobile: 021 257 6457

Email: terry.gavin @xtra.co.nz
AUCKLAND

Graham Cammell

133 Walmsley Rd

Mangere
Auckland 1701

Tel: (09) 275-6457

Fax: (09) 275-9097

Chas Reade

PO Box 74 078

Market Rd

Auckland 1130

Tel: Ph (09) 625 5723

Fax: (09) 634 4376

WAIKATO

Lewis Olsen

Ohaupo Apiaries
Great South Road, RD 3, Ohaupo 2452

Tel: (07) 823-6706
|

Email: lewis.olsen @clear.net.nz
Annette Berry
Arataki Honey, RD 5, Rotorua 3221

Tel: (07) 366-6111

Fax: (07) 366-6999

Email: annette@ arataki-honey-rotorua.co.nz
BAY OF PLENTY

Bryce Hooten

832 Old Te Aroha Rd

RD 1, Matamata 2271

Tel: (07) 888 6003

Fax: (07) 888 6004

Email golden.flow @xtra.co.nz
Bruce Stanley
196 Fosters Rd, RD1

Whakatane 3080

Tel/Fax: (07) 312 9028

Email honeybee @clear.net.nz

HAWKE’S BAY

John Berry
46 Arataki Rd,
Havelock North

Ph. (06) 877-6205

Fax: (06) 877-4200

E-mail: kberry@ihug.co.nz
Ron Morison

31 Puketapu Road, Taradale, 4001,
Hawkes Bay
Tel/Fax: (06) 844-9493

Email: rmorison @clear.net.nz

POVERTY BAY

Peter Burt

27 Murphy Road, Wainui, Gisborne 3801

Tel: (06) 868-4771

Email: pwburt @clear.net.nz
Barry Foster

695 Aberdeen Road, Gisborne 3801

Tel: (06) 867-4591 Fax: (06) 867 4508

Email: bjfoster @xtra.co.nz

SOUTHERN NORTH ISLAND

Allan Richards

P.O. Box 287, Marton 5460

Tel: (06) 327-5039

Fax: (06) 327-5078

Email: allan.serena @xtra.co.nz

Frank Lindsay
26 Cunliffe Street, Johnsonville,

Wellington 6004.

Tel/Fax: (04) 478-3367

Email: lindsays.apiaries @xtra.co.nz

SOUTH ISLAND

NELSON

Paul Davey
Orinoco, RD1

Motueka 7161

Tel/Fax: (03) 526-8820

Email: orinoco @tasman.net
Michael Wraight
15 Titoki Place, Motueka 7161

Tel/Fax: (03) 528-6010

Email: wraight @xtra.co.nz

MARLBOROUGH

Will Trollope
RD 3, Blenheim 7321

Tel: (03) 570-5633

Tony Mulligan
Grazengrove
Hammericks Rd

Gary Glasson

Glasson’s Lane

Blackball, Westland 7850

Tel/Fax: (03) 732-4856

CANTERBURY

Roger Bray
Braesby Farm

RD1

Ashburton

Tel/Fax: (03) 308 4964

Paul West (Pav)
Box 57, Ahaura

Mobile: 025 748 466

Email: pav@badassbees.com
SOUTH CANTERBURY

Peter Lyttle
NZ Beeswax Ltd RD 22, Geraldine 8751.

Tel: (03) 693-9189 Fax: (03) 693-9780

Email: beeswax @xtra.co.nz

Peter Smyth
Templer Street, RD 22, Geraldine 8751

Tel: (03) 693-9889

OTAGO

Blair Dale

PO Box 23, Middlemarch 9056, Otago
Work Tel/Fax: (03) 464-3796

Home Tel/Fax: (03) 464-3122

Email: blair.dale @clear.net.nz
Peter Sales

“Te Ora”, RD1, Port Chalmers

Dunedin 9030

Tel: (03) 472-7220

Fax: (03) 472-7221

Email: foxglove @paradise.net.nz
NORTH OTAGO

Graeme McCallum

McCallum Apiaries,
Frews Road, 7 ORD, Oamaru 8921

Phone: (03) 439-5676

Mrs Patsy Rawson

2 Glayva Crescent

Oamaru

Tel/Fax: (03) 437 1995

SOUTHLAND

Finlay Abernethy
5 Calder Street, Owaka

Tel/Fax: (03) 415-8235

Email: finlay @inug.co.nz
Don Stedman, Catlins Apiaries
Pine Bush RD1, Wyndham 9758

Tel/Fax: (03) 246-9777

RD 2, Blenheim 7321

Tel: (03) 578-2317

WEST COAST

Lindsay Feary
3 Mawhera Street

Dobson 7852,
Tel/Fax: (03) 762-5691

Email: sceniclandapiaries @ maxnet.co.nz

NZ Beekeeper Printed & Published by:

Crown Kerr PrintingLtd

48 Stafford Street, RO. Box 5002, Dunedin.

Advertising: Allan Middlemiss: Telephone: 03-477 8109

Fax: 03-479 0753

Email: ckp@xtra.co.nz



Presidents Report
VARROA

At the time of writing this article (15" June), much of the

North Island Surveillance has been completed, and the Varroa

Planning Group has sought some input from beekeepers as to

the retention of movement controls in the North Island. I sent

out a note to all branches to see what their thoughts were.

Some responded extremely quickly, and I appreciate that.

From those that had responded, those from the South Island

believed it should still be up to the North Island beekeepers
to decide what was to be done. Those who replied from the

North Island branches, have now conceded that the spread is

too great to maintain the line where it currently is. The

consideration will now be on whether there will be a line

elsewhere in the North Island.

Irrespective of whether there is another line put in place,
for example down the Ruahine ranges, I believe that there

now needs to be a concerted effort put into the best possible

public awareness programme. Likewise a targeted campaign

involving freight companies to ensure a minimal likelihood

of Varroa being moved to the South Island, either by freight
or with vehicles being moved across Cook Strait.

All ports that ship freight to the South Island need to be

targeted, as well as overseas freight that comes direct to the

South Island. I was appalled to hear on the Varroa call that

includes MAF and Agriquality, that the swarm traps were to

be bought back in, due to the lack of funding, after the end of

June. Swarm traps have played a large role overseas as a

mechanism of detection, and I think that they should still be

utilised around the ports, along with a surveillance programme.

I hope the swarm traps are re-instated once the phase III

programme is in place. As part of feedback to the executive,
an idea suggested 1s that we should get beekeepers in the entry

port regions, to either carry out or assist in surveillance and

monitoring of sentinel hives surrounding these areas — not

only for the detection of Varroa, but also the other exotic

diseases we do not yet have.

CONSULTATION AFB PMS —

FUNDING VIA A BIOSECURITY LEVY

Two days ago, I received from MAF a summary of the

submissions received on our consultation carried out this year.
We are delighted to see that many of you have taken the time

to make submissions, and air your views. We also received

some comments that will be more appropriate for the PMS

review. Over 50 submissions were received, that compares to

eight (I think) from the round that was done in 2002 along
with the Commodity levy consultation. The Executive, and

the Operations committee are currently looking at the

submissions to make response to them, and are then likely to

send these back out to submitters to see that we have

considered their points, and have where possible responded
to them with changes. It is hoped that if we are able to respond

quickly to these submissions, we may be able to get the levy
in place and invoices out around labour weekend —this is of

course the best case scenario.

AFB PMS REVIEW

On Saturday the 7" June, the Operations committee and some

members of the Executive met to update the Operational plan
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for the 2003-2004 year. It was a very successful day where

the group was able to come to an agreement as to how we can

overcome some of the deficiencies outlined in the Review.

All that now remains is to get the funding in place, so that we

can manage the AFB PMS effectively.

I look forward to seeing you at conference.

Jane Lorimer

Acting President

Secretarial Snippets
It is good to see the NBA Conference programme developing
well and to know that everything is slowly coming together.
Slow was certainly the word for nominations for the Executive

committee vacancies. I sent nomination papers to all NBA

members and then nothing happened! Ultimately I received

3 nominations for 4 positions which means that Roger Bray,
Don Stedman and Bob Blair have been elected. They will

join Jane Lorimer and Phillip Cropp on the Executive

committee at the conclusion of the AGM in July. Hopefully
someone will agree to be appointed to fill the remaining North

Island vacancy.

Seven Remits have been submitted and I have now sent the

Remits voting paper out to the branches and to individual

members in areas where their branch may not have a quorum.

Membership numbers continue to increase, albeit slowly.

I now realise that I have been very remiss in not sending
the minutes of Executive meetings to the branches. This has

meant that many of you have been unaware that the Executive

have met once a fortnight (via conference calls) since the

beginning of the year. There has been a huge amount of work

done in that time in the way of submissions, decision- making
and actions taken, all in the interests of the beekeeping

industry. So my apologies for not distributing the minutes,

something I am now putting right. The minutes will also be

available on the NBA web site.

My final comment relates to enquiries I have been receiving
from magazine subscribers who believe that they are also

members of the NBA. If you are a subscriber only to The

New Zealand Beekeeper magazine ($55 for 11 issues) you

are not a member of the NBA and therefore do not have voting

rights.

Pauline Bassett

NBA Executive Secretary

Deadline for publication:

August Edition: 15 July 2003

September Edition: 18 August 2003

All articles/letters/photos to be with the Secretary
Publications Committee via fax, email or post:

Fiona O’Brien

364 Wharepuhunga Road, RD 3, Te Awamutu

Phone 07 871 1500 Fax 07 871 1800
|

beeline-apiaries@xtra.co.nz



Acknowledgement of

Beekeepers Input

In August 2002 the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

(MAF) released an “Import Risk Analysis on Honey Bee Hive

Products and Used Beekeeping Equipment”

This was an important event, which has the potential to directly
affect beekeeping. Both the potential to introduce unwanted

pests and diseases and the potential to affect the integrity of

our NZ Products.

MAF received 19 submissions on the Risk Analysis including
one from Australia. Personally I am disappointed at the lack

of response from beekeepers who will be directly affected by
these proposals.

As aresult of recent information and the submission received

MAF will redraft the Risk Analysis and a revised form will

be released for public consultation — the beekeeping industry
will need to consider any issues seriously, the health and well

being of our industry should not be placed in jeopardy for the

sake of free trade.
—

The Canterbury Branch of the NBA prepared a submission

involving scientific research, which incurred costs. We would

like to acknowledge the financial contribution of the following

Scott Apiaries, Heathstock Apiaries, Apiflora NZ Ltd,

McKnight Honey, James Corson, Kintail Honey Ltd, Glass

Brothers Ltd, Woodlands Apiary, Asburton Apiaries Ltd,

Milburn Apiaries, Arataki Honey Ltd, (Hawkes Bay Division),
Arataki Honey Ltd, (Rotorua Division), GavinWhite,

Woodstock Apiaries, Braesby Farm, Symes Apiaries. A large
contribution is promised from the Honey Packers Assn for

which we are also grateful. Thanks also to those who

contributed in other non-financial ways.

Roger Bray
President

CanterburyBranch NBA

ATTENTION ORGANIC BEEKEEPERS

Organic Sugar available at competitive rates

Contact Peter Alexander

Chantal Organic Wholesalers Ltd

Northe Street, Napier, New Zealand

beekeepers and honey processors, Lorraine Muldoon, Honey Ph + 64 6 835.7898 Fax + 64 6 835 8784 %
Valley’ Limited, Kiwi Bee Distributors, Sheehan Apiaries, Email chantals@xtra.co.nz
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iuzzing News! Buzzing News!

Full Depth and 3/4

One piece Plastic Frame and Foundation

IMPROVED
- a |

I have been listening to your suggestions and

made changes to improve the strength and sizing.”’

NEW PRODUCT EZI-FIT Plastic Foundation Insert
NZ MADE

“EZI-FIT has been designed to suit your wooden

frames. Now available NZ MADE.”

ob:(025)422 Beetek LtdMob: (025) 422 056 ee ©
2

Phone: (09) 295-0510 [an associate of Interworld Plastics [NZ] Ltd]

°

Fax: (09) 298-1048
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What do you want out of your Organisation?

Over the last few days (in early June) the Executive has been

looking at the NBA rules. In this is a set of objects and powers

of the Association. This has in the past, and I guess will also

in the future determine to a certain extent what your

organisation does for you. We as members of the organisation,
need to be thinking about our future, what we can achieve

under a smaller funding base, and what is the best structure

for us as a voluntary organisation.

Copied below are the current objects of the Association.

4. OBJECTS AND POWERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

The objects for which the Association is established and the

powers it may exercise are:

a) To improve the beekeeping industry in New Zealand

and the conditions obtaining in that industry.

b) To promote the economic and other interest of

beekeepers in New Zealand.

c) To promote the production and marketing of honey and

the related and by-products of beekeeping.
d)  Tocollect and disseminate statistical information likely

to be of value to the beekeeping industry.

e) To initiate, adopt and pursue policies designed to further

in any way the interests and well being of those engaged
in the beekeeping industry in New Zealand.

f) To carry on negotiations with the Government or other

authorities on any topic or development likely to affect

the interests and welfare of those engaged in the

beekeeping industry including the prices paid or received

by beekeepers for honey or any related or by-product of

beekeeping.
-

g) Toundertake and execute any trusts consistent with the

objects of the Association.

h) To invest moneys of the Association in any trustee

security.

1) | To acquire by purchase, lease or otherwise any property,

easement, rights or privileges, and to improve and turn

to account the same as may be desirable and to sell,

lease’, exchange, bail grant licences in respect of or

otherwise deal with or dispose of the same.

j) To borrow or raise or secure the payment of money for

the purposes of the Association in such amounts and on

such terms as the Association may think fit and in

particular by the issue of mortgages, charges or any other

securities charged upon all or any of the real or personal

property of the Association and to purchase, redeem or

pay off any such securities.

k) To enter into, do and perform all contracts, acts, matters

and things in any way connected with the objects of the

Association or appurtenantthereto.

1) To make grants-in-aid to any person or organisation for

purposes likely to further the interests of the beekeeping
industry.

m) To do all such other things as may be incidental or

conducive to the attainment of any of the foregoing
objects or the exercise of any of the foregoing powers.

If you read through them carefully, you will see than it enables

us to do a wide variety of things on your behalf.
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At last year’s conference, when Dr Mark Goodwin facilitated
the workshop that looked at what you considered desirable
for the Association to carry out on your behalf, most of these

areas were covered.

The questions that need to be asked are:

¢ What do you want the Association to achieve?
¢ Are we funded sufficientlyto undertake all that you want?
e Are there other alternatives that we need to consider?
¢ Are you willing to become an active member of the

Association, and be part of a committee to look after an

area of responsibility, so that we may be able to still

undertake a wide range of issues that may affect our

members?

¢ Would you like the organisation to be proactive, rather

than re-active?

If you would rather see us being proactive on certain issues,
we need to get all committees operational with plans as to

what they want to achieve, and how they are going to go about

that work. Being proactive may mean that we have to meet

with Government officials to learn how the ‘systems work’

and then find out how we can contribute to the processes before

they affect the Industry. If we do not have the funding to do

this sort of thing, then we may need to investigate how to find

funds to enable us to. We may need to have a group of people
whose job it is to find organisations etc who have funds

available for projects.

All of us currently on Executive know that we are unable to

do .all this work on a voluntary basis, otherwise our own

business’ suffer. We need to get members active to make our

Industry more vibrant, and to have some sense of ‘ownership’
of what is happening to our Industry.

I would like to invite you all to consider what you would like

your Association to do, and bring your ideas forward to the

Conference where we will have one or two workshop sessions

on this, and will also look at what are our possible structures

to run the organisation.

With the couple of people I have spoken with, our next step

will be to go back out to branches with ideas, have discussions,

and then identify what is the best option open to us. This could

take us between a year and 18 months to consider. We need to

get all concerned involved, and take the time to ensure that

what we are doing is in fact the right choice to be making.

Jane Lorimer

Acting President

DRIWRAP®
A water-based productwhich forms a semi-porous protectivemembrane

on the surface of wood and acts like a breathable raincoat. Suitable for

boxes, weatherboard walls, decks, beams and posts.

Distributors:-

PROCESSING AND JOINERY AGENCIES LTD
Ph: 06 8355 353 Fax: 06 8355 323

BK144

Mob: 025 246 3950 Email: rktaylor @xtra.co.nz



Ben Rawnsley — Beekeeper

We are sad to report the untimely

death of Ben Rawnsley, founder

and developer of Happy Valley

Honey.

Ben suffered two massive strokes

and died in Middlemore Hospital
on Saturday night 7" June. He

had previously been apparently
in the best of health and had great

plans for the future.

Ben started beekeeping in the

early 1970s by accident when

looking after two decrepit hives

for his brother-in-law. When the

hives were knocked over, Ben

had to do a crash course and

became intrigued with the life of

the bees. At the time he was

working in the city, involved in a finance company founded

by him and his brother. He was becoming disenchanted with

driving to the office every day dressed in a suit and tie and

this change of lifestyle looked very tempting. So Happy Valley

Honey was born and he developed the business (witha little

help from his wifé!) through supplying supermarkets to a very

popular boutique shop attached to the homestead in

Manurewa, which served all the Auckland area. At the same

time a mail-order list was

built up which involved very

happy associations with

customers all over New

Zealand.

In 2001 the business was

sold to its new owners and is

now being run from Drury,
South Auckland. Ben did a

lot of the ‘bee work’ himself,

and became very skilled in

the understanding of bee

behaviour. He could quickly
assess the condition of the

bees, the queen and the hive

simply by lifting the lid —

other beekeepers will

understand this ability. Some

have it and some don’t.

He was also a very good teacher and many students from

Telford Polytech spent time at Happy Valley gaining practical

experience. Over the years Ben has visited and become friends

with beekeepers all over New Zealand. His experience and

sensible outlook will be sadly missed.

- Dot Rawnsley

Ben’s passing came as a shock on reading the e-mail posting last night. The Franklin Beekeepers Club had just spent a daylong
visit with Mark Goodwin and team at Ruakura. Visiting a commercial enterprise in the off season is part of the clubs annual

calendar. It was during such a visit in July 1994 that I met Ben for the first time.

For the next 4 years I had daily contact with Ben, Dot, family, or staff at either end of the working day when transporting my son

Darren (special needs) to Happy Valley Honey for work experience. I would like to thank Ben and Dot for the opportunity and

kindness that they provided to Darren during that time.

Ben’s company was one of 13 that visited Japan as part of a Manukau Sister City Trade Mission in 1994. Ben’s picture was on the

front cover of the New Zealand Beekeeper of the November 1994 Issue Vol. 1 No.10.

- Bob Russell

AFB Recognition and Destruction Course & Competency Test

The Franklin Beekeepers Club (FBC) in conjunction with the Auckland Branch of the NBA, invite interested beekeepers to attend a

training course followed by a competency test to be held at Pukekohe on Sunday 21 September 2003.

It will be held at the Franklin Arts and Cultural Centre, Wesley Street, Pukekohe, from 10:00am until 3:30pm.

The fee is expected to be $35.00 for the training and test.

BYO lunch, pens, note paper and the yellow Manual- “ELIMINATION OF AMERICAN FOULBROOD WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS”.

Tea and coffee will be provided.

Those wishing to sit the test must first obtain an application form from Peter Biland, Secretary, Franklin Beekeepers Club.

For any additional information-

Contact: Graham Cammell NBA (Auckland) Ph 09 275 6457

Stuart Ward Chairman FBC Ph 09 238 1441

Peter Biland Secretary FBC — Ph 09 294 8365 8
L peter_biland@hotmail.com oy
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Control Of Varroa Using Formic Acid, Oxalic

Acid And Thymol

Mark Goodwin, Michelle Taylor, Heather McBrydie, Harlan Cox

Apicultural Research Unit, Ruakura Research Centre

Traditionally, New Zealand beekeepers have not used

chemicals for the control of bee diseases. With the arrival of

varroa in New Zealand, most beekeepers will have to rely on

chemical treatments to ensure their colonies survive. There

are two synthetic chemical products (Apistan®and Bayvarol”)
available for varroa control in New Zealand. Both are very

effective, safe and easy to use. However, they are relatively

expensive and are not compatible with organic production.

Two organic chemicals have been approved for varroa control

in New Zealand. These are formic acid and oxalic acid. A

third (thymol) is waiting approval pending more detailed

residue data.

Formic acid is reported to kill between 60% to 92% of mites,

depending on the method used. This variability is determined

by the length of application, time of year and temperature at

time of application. Formic acid is reported to not work well

in temperatures under 10°C. A range of application methods,

including gels, evaporators and plastic bags have been

developed in order to extend the period that formic acid

vapours remain in the hive, and thus increase efficacy. The

efficacy of thymol is also reported to vary with the temperature
and time of year, whereas, oxalic acid is less dependent on

temperature, but is dependent on the amount used,
concentration and colony makeup. Recently an evaporator
has also been developed.

The aim of this investigation was to determine the

effectiveness of these organic control products. Because of

the need to limit the number of application methods tested

only those methods not using commercial delivery systems
were tested.

One hundred and forty single-super colonies were established

in the autumn in 3 large apiaries in a cold climatic zone

(Turangi). A further 140 two-super colonies were established

in 8 apiaries in a warm climatic zone (North Waikato). The

temperature at the cold site was below 0°C 25% of the time

Plate 1. Amite wipe on the top bars of a hive. The colony is

also fitted with a 45mm wooden rim.
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and only 1% of the time at the warm site. The temperature at

the cold site was only above 10°C 24% of the time.

Six different organic treatments were applied to 20 colonies

in each zone in April 2002. Four treatments used formic acid,

one used thymol and one used oxalic acid.

The treatments were:

Formic Acid

1) Mite wipes. These were meat-tray liners (Dri-loc,Pad

50) soaked in 40 ml of 65% formic acid per pad. They
were placed on the top bars of the top super (Plate 1)
and a wooden rim (45 mm high) was inserted below

the hive mat and lid to allow the vapours to circulate.

The treatments were repeated 4 times at 8-day intervals.

2) Absorbent pads. These consisted of enough paper

towels to completely absorb 30 ml of 65% formic acid

(Plate 2). The pads were placed on the top bars of the

top super and 30 ml of 65% formic acid was added

using a syringe. A wooden rim was added and the lid

replaced. This was repeated 6 times at 5-day intervals.

3) Plastic pouches. These were 27 cm x 28 cm ziploc

bags with enough newspaper inside to fully absorb 250

ml of 65% formic acid. A 1 cm x 24 cm window was

cut out of the underside of pouches placed on single

super hives and 2 windows were cut out of pouches

Plate 2. Adding formic acid to an absorbent pad.



used on two-super hives. A further window was

removed after 10 days.

4) Formic acid applied to floorboards. The entrance of

each hive was smoked and_15 ml of formic acid was

squirted along each side runner of each floorboard

using a 50 ml plastic syringe (Plate 3). This was

repeated 5 times at 5-day intervals.

Plate 3. Applying formic acid to the floorboard of a hive.

Thymol

5) Thymol dishes. Thymol crystals were placed in two

dishes (3.8 cm diameter x 1 cm _ high)

(4 g per dish) on the top bars of each hive. A wooden

rim was then added. This was repeated 3 times at 8-

day intervals (Plate 4).

Plate 4. Placing thymol crystals in dishes on the top bars ofa

hive.

Oxalic Acid

6) 3.2% Oxalic acid. Oxalic acid was added to a 50%

sugar:water solution and 5 ml per frame of bees was

trickled between the top bars over the bees (Plate 5).

Only one application was made.

Once each organic treatment was complete, a treatment of

Bayvarol® strips was inserted into the colonies to kill any

mites that were not killed by the organic treatments.

None of the treatments affected the number of bees or amount

of brood in the hives.

Formic acid caused the galvanised iron lids on some of the

hives to corrode. The worst cases were where the wooden

hive mats had a hole drilled in the top for ventilation (Plate 6).
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Plate 6. Corrosion on the lid of a hive after using formic acid

on the top bars.

From the areas of corrosion, it appeared that the formic acid

fumes had risen through the hole in the hive mat then flowed

down the sides of the hive to escape under the lid. The

concentration of fumes escaping under the lid was high enough
to cause sufficient corrosion of the Emlock straps causing them

to break. The corrosion was so intense in places that only a

few seasons’ applications of formic acid would be likely to

render the galvanised iron unusable. The level of corrosion

reinforces the importance of checking to ensure all hive parts

are compatible with formic acid before using it.

At the cold site the mite wipes, absorbent pads, plastic pouches
and thymol gave the highest control rates (Fig. 1), killing

significantly more varroa than the floorboard and oxalic acid

treatments.

The formic acid treatments at the warm sites were less effective

than they were at the cold sites where there was little difference

between the effectiveness of the different treatments (Fig. 1).
The thymol and oxalic acid treatments gave similar levels of

control at both the warm and cold sites.
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Beetek Plastic Frames

and Plastic Foundation Sheet

Mk III Frames: $1690 + GST/1000

NEW Sheet: $1090 + GST/1000

Ex Christchurch. Order now for Aug/Sept delivery

Fletcher Feeders
Queen Excluders

Galvanised Lids
Dollar Up

wePrices Down
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- Rivet Style
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2mm welded wire

Wooden frames
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Or without frames feeder available six sizes ,

Great prices on

Great prices on -ED.2Fame» 8/4D2Frame 200 or more

200 or more.
- FD. 3 Frame - H.D. 1 Frame

Hive Strappers Comb Foundation Candle Moulds

oO o

the list retail price of Contact us for our full

Great prices on ex stock comb colour brochure and

200 or more foundation for July —| price list.

and August only.

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd.
~
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Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products

P.O. Box 5056 Papanui Phone: 64-3-358-7498 6A SheffieldCrescent

Christchurch, New Zealand Fax: 64-3-358-8789 Burnside, Christchurch
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Figure 1. Percentage of varroa killed at cold and warm sites

after different varroa treatments. The vertical lines are standard

error bars.

The lower effectiveness of the formic acid at the warm sites

was opposite to what was expected as it is reported to be less

effective in cold (less than 10°C) conditions. The results

from this trial indicate that formic acid treatments can be

used in cold conditions that are at least as cold as those

encountered in this trial. The other most obvious difference

between warm and cold sites was that the hives at the cold

sites were in single supers and those at the warm sites were

in two supers. Ifthe differences in effectiveness were due to

the number of supers, which has yet to be established, it may

be because the greater volume of air resulted in lowering the

concentration of formic acid.

100

80 -

60 ~

40 -

20 +

12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
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Figure 2. Effectiveness of a treatment with thymol at killing
varroa in individual hives.

The average varroa kill rates do not provide the complete
answer. Although mite wipes, absorbent pads, plastic

pouches, and thymol gave on average better than 80% control

at the cold sites, the level of control between hives was

variable for all 4 treatments (e.g. Thymol figure 2). Most of

the treated hives had very high levels of control (more than

95% and some close to 99%). However, for all 4 treatments

about 20% of the hives had very low levels of control

(between 10-40% control). The reason for the variation is
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unclear. However, it does mean that if organic treatments are

going to be used following the methods outlined in this trial it

is important to sample varroa numbers to check the

effectiveness of the treatment. Failure to do this, or treat a

second time where necessary may result in hive losses.

Wooden rims were used on the hives treated with thymol and

the formic acid treatments that were placed on the top bars.

Their purpose was to increase the circulation of the thymol

and formic acid vapours. Whether this was necessary 1s

unknown.

The lack of effectiveness of floorboard treatments suggests

that they are not worth using except under special conditions.

The low effectiveness of oxalic acid was because it does not

kill varroa in brood cells. Repeat applications are also reported
to have negative impacts on hives and should therefore be

avoided. As with floorboard applications of formic acid, oxalic

acid cannot be used as a routine treatment for varroa, but may

be useful in specific conditions.

Thymol was the best of the treatments tested giving high levels

of control at both cold and warm sites. Thymol does require
three applications, but it should be possible to design a system

that controls the release of thymol vapours.

In conclusion the usefulness of the formic acid treatments 1s

limited as the variability both between hives at the same site

and between climatic zones is too high. Establishing the reason

for this variation is vital if formic acid is to be used effectively.
If it is going to be used we strongly recommend that the

colonies are sampled for varroa after the treatments have been

carried out. For comparison a summary of the treatments,

costs and effectiveness of the 6 treatments is provided in Table

l.

Treatment % Control Number Hazard

of Trips
cold site | warm site

Formic 77.1 29.5 2 Moderate

acid plastic

pouches Bags filled in controlled

conditions

Formic 85.7 34.9 - High
acid mite

wipes | 65% formic acid exposed in

apiary

Formic 57.8 30.7 5 High
acid

floorboards 65% formic acid used in apiary

Formic 87.6 44.0 6 High
acid

absorbent 65% formic acid used in apiary

pads

Oxalic acid 58.7 39.9 1 Low

Thymol 80.3 83.0 3 Mild

dishes

Table 1. Summary of the results of the organic treatments.

Please remember that these compounds are either toxic or

corrosive. Further details on how to handle or use them can

be found in the Varroa Manual (Goodwin, R.M. and Van Eaton,

C. 2001. Control of Varroa, A guide for New Zealand

Beekeepers).
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Presentation of Khwarizmi International Award

to Dr Barry J. Donovan

On 3 February this year I had the good fortune to be presented
with the Khwarizmi International Award by the President of

Iran, Sayad Mohammad Khatami, at a grand ceremony in

Teheran, the capital of Iran (Figs 1 and 2).

The Khwarizm: Awards were instigated 16 years ago, and

were named after the 9" century Iranian mathematician and

astronomer Abu Jafar Muhammad Ibn Khwarizmi. The

purpose of the Awards is to “acknowledge the efforts made

by researchers, innovators and inventors, both in Iran and

abroad, and to appreciate their invaluable achievements and

contributions in various fields of science and technology”.
The Awards are sponsored by 10 international organisations,
two of which are of the United Nations, and also the Iranian

Research Organisation for Science and Technology (IROST).

The Awards are held annually, and there are three categories
of winners: Iranians resident in Iran, non-resident Iranians,
and foreigners. Applications in a number of major categories
are called for by IROST, and are judged by committees which

include researchers from the international scientific and

technological community. Final decisions are made by a

committee of 22 members.

I was one of 10 foreign winners. I was recognised primarily
for my body of work in the area of bees and pollination, and

more particularly for my comprehensive honey bee dance and

odour language hypothesis, published in Bee World in 2000,

which presents a solution to the honey bee language

controversy which has dogged the bee world for over 30 years.

The Award ceremony was attended by representatives of the

Iranian scientific community, members of the Iranian

Government, and diplomatic representatives of the countries

of the foreign winners.

In his address (translated) to the assembly, President Khatami

said that centuries ago, Iran, or Persia as it was then, was at

the forefront of scientific research. However, over the last

few centuries it had fallen back, and the Khwarizmi Awards

were established in order to increase the ties with researchers

elsewhere so that science in Iran could advance more quickly.

President Khatami pointed out that the world is always

changing, and that Iranians and their institutions must also

change or they will be left behind. He said that scientific and

technical knowledge is behind all advances, so if Iran is to

progress, these fields must be fostered, and under his

administration this would continue to happen. He said that

Iranians living abroad could be regarded as ‘foreign capital’

(now where have we heard that term before?) that would

greatly benefit Iran, and that the Khwarizmi Awards are now

rapidly growing in prestige throughout the world, so even

more expatriate Iranians and foreigners should be visiting Iran

in future.

In just a few days there I had little opportunity to learn about

apiculture in Iran. What I knew before going there was that
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Iran lies across the border between the Western honey bee

Apis mellifera (the species we have in New Zealand) and the

Eastern honey bee A. cerana. So with the Western honey bee

in the west, and the Eastern honey bee in the east, Iranian bee

researchers have a great opportunity for comparative research

between the two species.

There is certainly a thirst for information on pollination in

Iran, and I was asked to present a short course on the subject.

Unfortunately, the brewing war against Iraq didn’t allow this,

and the continuing uncertainty of the international situation

doesn’t allow firm plans to be made.

My short visit was a fascinating experience. Contrary to my

expectations, women were involved in all areas of public life,
and were frequently in charge of meetings, and TV interviews

and cameras etc. I saw no overt displays of religious fervour,

and there were fewer buildings, which were obviously devoted

to religion than one, would see in manyareas of New Zealand.

With the very open-minded President Khatami in office, Iran

would seem to be headed for a favourable future.

B J Donovan

Donovan Scientific Insect Research

Canterbury Agriculture and Science Centre, Lincoln.
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STOP PRESS

MAF Update July 2003
Paul Bolger

Varroa Management Programme Winds Down

The government-funded transitional varroa management

programme, which began in November 2000, ended on 30

June this year. A range of varroa-related activities have been

carried out as part of this programme, including:

* Publication of a book and video on varroa management
* A series of over 50 varroa workshops for beekeepers
¢ Varroa surveillance in the South Island and lower North

Islands

* Movement controls

* Research on varroa management
¢ Registration of formic and oxalic acids (the thymol

application has not yet been approved)

A more detailed summary of the programme is planned for

the next issue of this magazine.

If the beekeeping industry wants activities such as varroa

research or education to be carried out in the future, much

more industry input will be required, including the obtaining
of funding from industry or other sources.

Movement Controls

Although the MAF varroa programme has ended, the existing
movement controls (including the North Island movement

control line) will remain in place until the Controlled Area

Notice is revoked. MAF believes the extend of spread
discovered by surveillance this autumn means that the existing
line cannot be retained, and it is questionable whether there

would be any benefits from imposing a new line further south.

MAF is currently discussing NI movement controls with the

beekeeping industry.

Inter-isLand movement controls will be maintained while the

Varroa Planning Group (VPG) is still working on a National

f
On display at conference

BOUTELJE

SEMI - AUTOMATIC

HONEY LOOSENER

Also on display at conference

New Rotary honey strainer

For your complete honey house requirements
call Peter Boutelje

Tel 09 817 3195

email peterb@ak.planet.gen.nz

for: * Honey extractors

« Heat exchangers
* Wax/honey centrifuges
*

Honey packing machines etc. BK155
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Pest Management Strategy proposal. Should the VPG decide

it is not feasible to put a strategy in place, MAF will have to

go to the Minister for Biosecurity and seek direction on

movement controls beyond that point.

National Pest Management Strategy proposal
The Varroa Planning Group now believes that it will not be

possible to fund a strategy primarily on the basis of voluntary
contributions from affected sector organisations. The VPG is

working with South Island regional councils/unitary
authorities to look at options for funding via a rural land levy
or targeted rate. A point that the VPG is continually having to

stress 1s that the costs of a Pest Management Strategy can not

and should not be met entirely by the beekeeping industry,

given the presence of other stakeholders with larger interests.

According to the economic impact assessment, the biggest

impacts will fall on the pastoral sector. Unfortunately, this is

the sector with the lowest awareness of varroa-related issues.

Where to from here?

The VPG. will continue working until all options for funding
a pest managementstrategy are exhausted. If no concrete

proposal can be finalised by November 2003, the group may

have to report to the Minister that it is not feasible to put a

strategy in place. This will place any decisions on future varroa

controls in the hands of the government rather than the affected

industries.

>
Na

0m

1997 ISUZU ELF,3.1 diesel, 1.5 tonne payload

$19990+ GS

1997 TOYOTADYNA,4.1 diesel, 2.8 tonnepayload
4.3 x 2.1 deck

$25990 + GST

Talk to us about your deck modifications

Pacific Auto Traders Ltd v.m.v.v.

Ph 07 543 4340 ¢« Fax: 07 543 4341

BK150

Web address: www.pacificautotraders.co.nz
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From the colonies

Hawkes Bay
Yes we have Varroa in the bay but only light infestations.

These have been kept isolated as much as practical and we

are still convinced that the Movement Control Line should be

maintained even if we as beekeepers have to provide funds.

At our June meeting president John, made it clear to the 51

present that in Hawkes Bay, we welcome anyone interested

in beekeeping to attend any of our meetings. We also like

people to pay $10 per year to receive 11 issues of our Buzz

Sheet and thus learn of meetings and what is happening locally.
Then the crowded room listened to Brian Alexander from

Tahekeroa giving us an insight into what Varroa has meant to

his 800 hive beekeeping business. They hung on his every

word of how he had learnt to work smarter and to increase his

income in spite of having to spend more time at each yard.
He did admit to being helped bya free supply of strips plus
increased prices for both pollination and honey. The

disappearance of ferals also helped.
John Berry was elected to be our conference delegate with

Peter Berry as deputy. We are now waiting with baited breath

to learn what Nelson has in store and how many votes we

have in this modern world.

- Ron Morison

Franklin Club

Once a year, the Franklin Beekeepers club has a field trip to

further the knowledge of the club. This year we were hosted

by Dr Mark Goodwin and his team at HortResearch, Ruakura

— Hamilton.

Dr Goodwin gave an entertaining presentation of the bee’s

time sense,and orientation using some very elegant

experiments. This was truly eye opening and even more so

when related to the described brain size. I quite liked the use

of a feeding tray to train the bees to forage over the lake.

When the feeder got to the centre the bees would not go to it,

as they knew there was no forage to be had there.

Heather McBrydie gave us a look at AFB under the microscope
and other work in the lab including the intricacies of artificial

insemination. AI is being used to help with breeding a Varroa

resistant strain.
|

Michelle Taylor of AgriQuality showed us the work being
done on the efficacies of organic Varroa treatments. Formic

and oxalic acid proving to have a large variation in their

reliability and are very dangerous to handle, where as Thymol
(which has not yet been approved for use) is easy to apply,
has reliable results and is easy to use. Michelle said that

resistance is not a problem with Thymol.

-Byron Taylor covered the exotic diseases that have not yet
made it into the country. This was quite timely with the debate

on the import of new genetic material.

Dr Mark finished with a talk on toxic honey. He outlined his

concerns about the recent changes to the rules on keeping
hives in areas where Tutu grows.

Many thanks to Mark and his team, for giving up their Sunday.
Stuart Ward

Club President
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Southern North Island Branch

As a branch it’s pleasing to note that we now have over 50

members. The make up is half hobbyists but we also have on

board the movers and shakers from the commercial and semi-

commercial sectors.

Last month we held our meeting on a Saturday to give hobby
members a chance of attending and we were please that over

thirty beekeepers attended mostly from the Palmerston North

and Wanganui Areas.

Varroa was the hot topic and most of the morning was devoted

to it. The extensive spread has been an eye opener for most

but this could be just the tip of the iceberg. As more beekeepers
test their hives, more are finding low concentrations of mites

a few km away from known finds.

Quite a few hobbyists were confused as to what they should

be doing. The advice recommended at the meetings was to

go home and treat their hives. As a minimum all beekeepers
should be testing their hives. Re-read the Varroa Hand Book

to familiarize themselves with testing methods and plan to

test at least three times a year. For those who attended the

AgriQuality varroa seminars, get out that piece of mite

encapsulated sticky board so they have a guide as to what

mites look like.

Paid surveillance has finished in the Southern North Island

so beekeepers must now take the responsibility for doing this

themselves. What’s really important is that honey is removed

off the hives in February and that beekeepers join a phone

group or a club so that all treatments are coordinated.

A DECA course is planned for Wanganui on the 27"

September. Beekeepers holding a DECA who haven’t sat their

test should take this opportunity to make themselves fully

compliant. As the beekeeping season gets more intensive,

there is less opportunity to run these courses. Contact the

Palmerston North or the Wanganui beekeepers clubs if you

are interested in attending.
We are also running another Camp Rangi for new beekeepers
in August 2004. This is a major undertaking for the branch.

It’s a live-in weekend for new and not so new beekeepers to

get a grip on the fundamentals of beekeeping.
Our next branch meeting will be an after conference meeting
in August where members pass on the knowledge picked up

at conference.

- Frank Lindsay

Canterbury Branch

Winter has arrived yet again and hives are well wintered down

by now.

With the shortest day fast arriving and the fire cranked to

maximum output, it is a great time to reflect on the past season

and decide how to improve systems and/or performance for

the coming season.

The season for me is best summed up as the good, the bad,

and the ugly.
The good- Obviously the crop along with the price (both up

at once makes a huge difference!)
The bad- Hindsight showing up obvious mistakes.

The ugly- The split of association members????

Luckily I only have room to reflect on one of these. .

When going through my records (as one does?) and

eliminating all the “normal” excuses which normally suffice,
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‘t strikes me that the major impediment to our business growth

looks back at me in the mirror each morning.

It’s not that I make the same mistakes each year, but each of

these obvious mistakes one vows never to repeat again tough

they seem to have severalclose variations. This I think happens

involuntary from the “head down bum up” attitude of getting

a task done as quickly as possible. To break this perpetual

cycle, I would encourage fellow Beekeepers to take the time

to recognise their weaknesses (yes-we all have them) and

resolve to read a couple of books or research papers for some

greater insight into other methods or ideas.

We have a great resource in the technical library, which I think

is under utilised by industry members. When was the last time

you ordered a book?

For beekeeping to remain profitable into the 21* century, we

MUST keep up with international thinking and research and

adapt this into our everyday operations. Perhaps the magazine
could undertake to publish a research paper each month on a

different topic or run interesting articles from past publications.
As for me I’m off to check the mail...

- Brian Lancaster.

Waikato

We just had our 97" AGM, which was well supported by the

branch members. Topics discussed at our general meeting
were: increased incidence of Foulbrood, Varroa, PMS and

funding, how to retain the current honey prices, NBA and its

future. Mark Goodwin, our guest speaker discussed the topic
of Bee’s and Clocks. All topics created a fair amount of

discussion with some leading to more questions than answers.

The Waikato branch 1s to hold a field day on Saturday the 16"

of August at Ruakura, Hamilton and an agenda for the field

day will be sent as soon as possible.
Most members in our branch are winding down now from

what has been a hectic season but there is still the odd shed

full of honey to extract and some strips to be pulled from

some hives. Winter maintenance and melting out old combs

are the order of the day and some of us are planning some

long over due holidays.
There has been some debate as to whether there will be enough
hives available for Kiwifruit pollination this coming season.

Last season hives available for pollination went down to the

wire and if there had been a normal spring with no frost

damage to the vines there would have been a definite shortage

leaving some beekeepers in an embarrassing position.
The winter to date has so far been very mild but as I write this

in mid June the temperatures are dropping and at least in the

last few weeks we have had some good falls of rain.

- Lewis Olsen

*QUEEN CELLS *CELL INCUBATORS

“QUEEN BEES *QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

*RFREE BROCHURE

*John & Judy Dobson

RD1. Hastings. N.Z.

Ph: (06) 870 7070

Mobile: 025 494 396

Fax: (06) 870 7077

Email: beeline @xtra.co.nz

web address: www.carricell.com co

Queens available for delivery throughout
the North Island
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Library Report

The library has been quietly running on a “business as usual’

basis in recent months. Books, magazines and videos go out

and are returned. Not much money has been spent recently

but some new books have been ordered from overseas and

should arrive soon. Any member interested can place a reserve

on these now.

Two about Apitherapy are:

Bee propolis: natural healing from the hive. FEARNLEY,

James 172 p. (A wide-ranging introduction to propolis)
Medical aspects of beekeeping RICHES, Harry 86p. (Topics
covered: stings, hypersensitivity to bee venom, allergy

problems, honey and apitherapy)

The other is:

Insect pollination in glasshouses SOMMEIJER, Marinus

220p. (Rearing of bumblebees and the role of insect

pollination for the production of greenhouse crops)

The big news is that the library is now “ina library” (albeit a

small one) but moving the main stock into one area has made

life much easier for the librarian. Second-hand interlocking

shelving has been purchased and all books and videos are on

display. A stocktake will be carried out soon as a number of

items have gone missing over the years.

Please consider visiting the library if you are travelling along
SH 7.

There will be a library display at conference from Tuesday
morning until Thursday afternoon. Look forward to talking
with as many members as possible at Nelson.

Chris Taiaroa

Hon. Librarian

National Beekeepers Assn Inc

Project Expanding Options
For New Zealand Beekeepers
CITY DATES VENUES

Wanganui: Monday 28 July
Avenue Hotel & Conference Centre

Tauranga: Friday 8 August(TBC)
Harbour City Motor Inn

Nelson: Friday 15 August
Nelson or Blenheim

Blenheim (depending on numbers attending)

Expression of interest. There is no cost to attend.

For further information contact Jon Manhire ph 03 365 6806

or Polly Foster, NZIM ph 03 374 8530.

WANTED

ALL TYPES CO

Please contact:

HONEY NEW ZEALAND
|

Richard Hopkins
Honey New Zealand (International)Ltd

8 Short Street, Kihikihi

Phone O7 871 4709
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Fax O7 871 8885

Email sales@honeynz.co.nz
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Applications for Grants from

Honey Industry Trusts

The annual meeting of the three trustees of the Honey Industry Trusts was held in Wellington on Friday 13 June 2003.

At this meeting it was decided that the present procedures for applications for grants from HoneyIndustry Trusts would remain

in place until further notice. These procedures were agreed at a meeting between the NBA Executive and the Trustees held on

the 28" November 2001.

In view of the changes that are going on within the beekeeping industry we thought it would be appropriate to publish these

procedures in the NZ Beekeeper so everyone knows what they are.

- Ian Berry

(—

:

‘

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS FROM

HONEY INDUSTRY TRUSTS

1. Applications on forms held by NBA Executive Secretary.

2. Completed applications to be submitted to NBA for consideration by Executive.

3. Where appropriate the Executive Secretary will submit application to Apicultural Research and Advisory
Committee (ARAC) for report prior to consideration by Executive.

4. The application (+ARAC report) is considered by the Executive and forwarded to the Trustees together with

the recommendations — positive, negative or neutral of the Executive.

5. The Trustees make their decisions and advise the applicant direct —

copy to Secretary NBA.

Notes:

(a) IfARAC report raises a minor query
—

eg methodology — the President may discuss this with the applicant if

the Executive considers this desirable.

(b) The Trustees only contact with the applicant will be to advise him/her/them of their decision.

(c) All applications — regardless of the NBA Executive recommendation — must be forwarded to the Trustees.
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CASH-FREE DEALS
Why not exchange your

BEESWAX, HONEY OR POLLEN

for beekeeping supplies

Earn up to $5.50 + GST per kg for your beeswax, and

around $30 + GST per kg for your pollen.

Contact us with details of your requirements and

details of products to trade.

BAYVAROL
NZ’s No 1 VARROA TREATMENT

Why? - _ it's the most effective

- it's the easiest to use

- its the safest to use

- it has twice the contact area

-

very kind to beeswax, propolis and comb honey
- it can be used during the honey flow

So why would you use anything else?

“

For orders of one or more cartons, enquire from us to find out how to join in with a

bulk purchaser and receive your strips at the best possible price.

Packets contain 20 strips, cartons contain 800 strips, Orders of 100 strips or more

are despatched freight free to anywhere in New Zealand. Payment is required prior to

despatch by Visa, M/Card, Cheque or Electronic Banking.

Bayvarol ® - Registered trademark of Bayer AG Germany - Approved under the Animal

Products (Ancillary and Transitional Provisions) Act 1999

BK121Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd

Distributors,Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products

a

P.O. Box 5056 Papanui Phone: 64-3-358-7498 6A Sheffield Crescent

Christchurch, New Zealand Fax:  64-3-358-8789 Burnside, Christchurch

Email: ecroyd @beehealthy.co.nz Free Fax: 0800-233-929

New Zealand Beekeepers July2003 7



About the Apiary
It’s a mild winter, along the coastal fringe and while the

temperatures hover around 15 deg C, the bees are making the

most of it, bringing in loads of pollen and a little nectar. Quite
a few of the coastal forest trees and introduced species are

flowering; Tree Lucerne, Black Wattle, Spanish Heath,

Kohekohe, Dandelion and a few climbers that are flowering
out of season. I even saw clover flowering along the road

edge. All this activity means brood rearing has continued so

hives could bealittle short of stored in the spring.

Normally I wouldn’t be bothering hives at this time of the

year but varroa has now changed that. I found a few light
hives and added a few frames of honey to get them through to

my next visit in August. For those wintering “two high” you

can judge the weight of the hive by “hefting”’ it, 1.e. trying to

tip the hive forward by lifting from the top handhold with one

hand. One should be able to lift the hive it is full. This test is

not always reliable, as I have come across hives with old.

queens that were heavy from stored pollen. If you’re not sure

as to how much honey 1s in the hive, light the smoker (in case

you need to control the bees), then gently remove the roof

and inner cover or hive mat. Look down between the frames
and you should see capped honey. If you can’t, investigate

further by removing a few frames. At this time of the year

the top super should be almost full. As a minimum there

should always be three frames of honey. If the hive is short

of stores, add frames of honey or feed warm sugar syrup as

thick as you can make it. To produce a 2 to | sugar solution,
fill a container 7/8 full with white sugar and then top up the

container to the brim with hot water and stir. Place the warm

sugar syrup in a container immediately above the bees or if

using a frame feeder, place as close to the bees as possible.
Don’t feed more than 10 litres at one time as this could ferment

during the winter. If feeding, lift the hive mat a little by putting
a small twig under adjacent corners to let the extra water

vapour get away.

On the way home the other night, a bee stung me by the nail

on my little finger, as I changed gears. I missed the gear

initially as this 1s a very painful place to be stung. Beekeepers
should take note of their first bee sting for the season,

especially older beekeepers. I heard the other day of a

beekeeper being stung and going in to shock requiring hospital
treatment. This can happen to anybody at any time. Depends
on your health and how you body reacts to a sting. For some

strange reason sometimes the body instead of producing

Imnunoglobulin. G, decides to prodiuce IgE and this causes

an allergic reation. If your reaction to stings 1s getting more

severe, consult your doctor. As a safety measure ask for a

syringe and an adrenalin ampoule. This is far cheaper than

purchasing an Epipen although the Epipens are far quicker
and easier to use in an emergency.

There has been some concern on the beekeepers Email list

that beekeepers are not using alternative treatments to prevent
resistance to the strips. While reading the latest batch of

magazines, an article in the April Scottish Beekeeper jumped
out at me. A simple, cheap oxalic acid sublimator (fumigator)

developed in Slovenia that beekeepers can use as an alternative

(~

BEEKEEPERS

WOODWAREAPPROVED
STOCKISTS

Phone: (03) 488-0151

BeeLine Supplies
Suppliers to the Beekeeping Industry

583 South Road, Lookout Point, Dunedin

MANUFACTURERS OF:-

Honey Supers All Sizes

Full Depth - 3/4 Depth - 1/2 Depth - Cut Comb

(Seconds when available)

Bottom Boards - Hive Matts - Excluder Frames

Pollen Traps assembled and Kitset

Sugar For Sale

(Ex Stock Dunedin - Christchurch - Nelson)

Foundation Conversions

Foundation Sales

Monday to Friday - 8.00am until 5.30pm

For orders and quotations phone Brian and Heidi:

Fax: (03) 487-9878, After Hours: (03) 487-9898

Email: beeline@free.net.nz

\

Hours For Warehouse:-

(Other times by arrangement)
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to treat hives in winter to knock down Varroa mites. It consists

of a tealight candle, a mesh surround and atiny tray to hold

the acid crystals plus a stand. Put on your mask, add an empty

super, light the candle, move the sublimator into one of the

comers, add 1 gm (or 2 gm for a 2 story hive) of oxalic acid

and close the hive for 8 minutes. It’s meant to give a two-

week knockdown. The only draw back is the oxalic acid

fumes are deadly so you need a good quality mask and the

hive should be well sealed.

I have been experimenting with another fumigator purchased
from Canada, the vaporizer (http://www.members.shaw.ca/

orioleln). This consists of a type of “T” chamber, with a small

air pump on one side and a tube going into the hive entrance

on the other. Pop in 2 gm of oxalic acid. Heat it slowly with

a primus bottle for 2 minutes and pump in the vapor. Seal the

hive for another ten minutes and it’s done. All the time wearing
a mask. Repeat in two weeks to give a longer knockdown,
said to be up to 6 weeks or more.

Ihave had a few problems with this device. Can’t be operated

during a fire ban so used a large fruit tin. The high humidity
in NZ tended to boil the oxalic crystals too quickly so they
ended up in the top of the vaporizer therefore it took longer to

heat to vaporize all the oxalic acid. I’m still working through
this exercise and can’t tell what the knock down rate is because

I didn’t take enough samples to establish the mite count before

hand.

There’s another model of entrance applicator on the market

produced by a Swiss company. This consists of a rod with a

dish at the end surrounded by a heating element. which is

connected to a 12volt battery. An early model heated too

quickly and tended to splatter the oxalic acid crystals rather

than vaporize them but this problem has now been over come.

Oxalic acid vapourising has advantages over other methods

if it works as proved overseas. It can be done in all weathers.

It can be applied to a hive up to 8 times a year before residue

levels are reached, however this should be checked against
NZ conditions before it can be recommended. You don’t

disturb the colony; it is very cheap, about a $1.00 per hive if

you count your time (Scents for the oxalic acid). The

manufacturers say it should take about two minutes to

complete the exercise but I’m taking about 4 minutes per hive

for the type I’m using (setting up, loading up, heating blowing
in vapour, sealing hive and setting up again. They say you

can treat 250 hives per day.

Set up cost is high, $130 for the gear plus a mask. However

a hobbyist (an engineer) copied one and knocked it out in a

couple of hours using some old copper piping. If we could

get the systems checked locally under controlled conditions,
it could save beekeepers a heap of money. I was told the
other day that one commercial beekeeper was paying $10,000
a year for strips. That’s the equivalent to a three-week

Canadian holiday every year.

However the “Tealight candle” idea looks a lot easier to set

up and if it delivers the vapor to the bees, it could be a winner

for hobbyists. | We should hear more about this after

Apimondia in August.

Things to do: Monitor hives for varroa during the brood-less

period. Purchase wood-wear and protect it with a wood

preserver that is non-toxic to bees, Make up new gear. Check

hives after storms.

Frank Lindsay
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Apimondia
One of my ambitions as a beekeeper was to somehow,
sometime, attend an International Apicultural congress of

Apimondia. My chance came in August 1995 when it was

held in Lausanne, Switzerland. Firstly because it was held at

a time of the year when it was not clashing with our pollination
work, and secondly I was able to organise to go with two

beekeeping friends.

The scale of the congress was huge. As an example, one day
was reserved for a bus trip. It took more than 50 large buses

to seat everyone and each bus was sent on a different tour,

which included not only tourist sites, but one different

beekeeping stop for each bus. Anyone attending Congress
with friends or associates had to travel separately, enabling

you to meet new people on your bus, which was fantastic.

Remember almost every country in the world has beekeepers,
and most countries have beekeepers at Apimondia.

The trade displays, including several from New Zealand, were

amazing and on their own were well worth the trip. Add it

this the various papers presented on so many different aspects

of beekeeping and the evening entertainment — well it all added

up to a great experience. I would recommend to any New

Zealand beekeeper who had the opportunity to visit Apimondia
to make the effort and go. You won’t regret it!

- lan Berry

Bon voyage to all beekeepers attending Apimondia —

Slovenia, August 2003

FORD TRADER TRUCK

With

KELLEY BOOM LOADER

Truck has done 27000 km. ona

new 3 Litre Motor.

Kelley Loader has been

modified to Electric/Hydraulic
and has Electric Traverse for

moving the load in and out on

the boom.

ELMS APIARIES

ALEXANDRA

PHONE 03 448 6603
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Import Risk Analysis: Honey Bee (apis

mellifera) Genetic Material. June 2003

The potential for importing genetic material into NZ in the

near future to improve our bee stocks and to assist in varroa

control has inherent dangers. Beekeepers should be aware of

the potential hazards such imports can _ bring.

MAF has released a discussion document and wants

submissions in by 1August 2003.

This is a comprehensive document, which categorises the

different disease organisms, pests and viruses that have been

identified, and whether they are likely to be a threat to New

Zealand.

Eggs and semen are the most likely to be imported material

as they offer the least hazards. Viruses have never been a

problem to NZ beekeepers and few are aware of them but to

me imported viruses seem to present the greatest danger to

the health of our bees now we have varroa.

Nelson Field Day
After an invitation from Philip Cropp to attend the field day
to be hosted at his premises, Tony and I decided to venture

south to meet and see what our South Island counterparts were

up to.

The primary focus of the day was to look at the new set up of

Philip’s extracting plant, that incorporates several new pieces
of equipment supplied by Peter Boutelje, and Trevor Cullen

— who were both present at the field day as well.

As we flew south that day, it became apparent that we were

heading for worse weather conditions than we had in the

Waikato. Wellington was as per usual blowing a gale, and

raining. As we left Wellington, we hoped for the nice sunny

Nelson weather — alas that was not to be.

The turnout was good, and much interest was shown in the

new pieces of equipment. Discussion centred around trying
to get the best out of the equipment that you have- flow through .

designs, and how to get the best out of spin floats that separate
the wax and honey.

From our point of view, the only draw back we could see was

that with setting up the whole plant in one room, and with all

the plant in operation, it would-be quite a noisy place to work

in. On the other*side of the coin, with the amount of space

around the equipment, it will be easy to move the boxes of

honey, and the drums of honey to their destination.

During the day there were presentations from both the National

Beekeepers Association, and the Federated Farmers Bee

Industry Group. After this there was considerable discussion

on the proposed Varroa Pest Management Strategy for the

South Island. It was a pity that some of the information

imparted at this field day by the Bee Industry Group was not

quite correct, so that some beekeepers will have gone away

from that meeting with a false impression of what had been

agreed upon by the Stakeholder groups and the regional
councils.
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I would suggest that all queen producers and those beekeepers
interested in breeding queens obtain a copy of this document.

Even if you don’t make a submission, its a good reference

manual and you can obtain one free!

Copies can be downloaded from the MAF website URL.

www.maf.govt.nz/biosecurity.consultation.htm or a hard copy

can obtained by writing to: Martin Van Ginkel,
Technical Adviser, Biosecurity Authority, Ministry Of

Agriculture and Forestry, P O Box 2526 Wellington
email vanginkelm@maf. govt.nz.

Frank Lindsay

It was good to put faces to names. We enjoyed the day, and

we are now looking forward to a fabulous time in Nelson for

conference. The group of speakers that we have lined up for

conference,should interest everyone. And if you are not

interested in what is on at the Seminar, get a small group

together —

get on the buses that will be available and go see

the fantastic Nelson district.

- Jane Lorimer
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What do you think?
Why is it that more

ALLIANCE BEEKEEPERS WOODWARE

is purchased from

ECROYD BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES LTD

than any other N.Z. Distributor

Could itbe....
* prompt and efficient service ? (from Storeman Stu)

> honest and competitive pricing?

(ED. Boxes from $700 + GST per 100)

(ED. Frames from $700 + GST per 1000)

* because we'll usually accept honey,
beeswax and pollen in payment?

(at highest achievable prices)

OR, Could it just be that we have had so many happy
customers over the past 90 years?
(thanks to Arthur and Kevin before me)

Beekeepers Woodware

Whatever the reason, if you’re not already buying your
Alliance requirements from us, perhaps you should consider

doing so by getting in touch.

Stuart Ecroyd
Phone: 03-358-7498

Free Fax: 0800-233-929

Mobile: 021-323-710

Postal: PO Box 5056, Papanui, Christchurch

E-mail: alliance @beehealthy.co.nz

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd
»

Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products

P.O. Box 5056 Papanui Phone: 64-3-358-7498 6A Sheffield Crescent

Christchurch, New Zealand Fax: 64-3-358-8789 Burnside, Christchurch
\o

Email: ecroyd @beehealthy.co.nz Free Fax: 0800-233-929
BK
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Update on Biological Control of Wasps

- Dr Barry J. Donovan

Once again wasp numbers have been low over much of the

country this past summer, although there have been a few

‘hotspots’ where nests have been relatively easy to locate.

Starting in 2000, there have now been four years of generally
low wasp numbers, so it is beginning to appear as if the days
of very large numbers of foragers over widespread areas are

gone, but it seems that wasps may still be sufficiently abundant

here and there to cause problems to the environment, to people
and beekeepers.

A comment from several sources, is that where the numbers

of the Common wasp Vespula vulgaris are now much lower

than a few years ago, the German wasp V. germanica 1s

somewhat more numerous than it has been recently. There 1s

evidence that in spring, the queens of the two species compete’
for sites in which to build their nests. We have collected a

number of nests that started out with the brown paper of

Common wasps, but soon changed to the grey paper of

German wasps. This suggests that Common wasp queens

emerged earlier and started their nests sooner, and so occupied
the available nests sites. German queens emerging later may

have found that the nest sites were occupied, but at least a

few were able to take over small nests from their Common

wasp owners. Now, with fewer Common wasp queens,

German queens may be able to found more nests in unoccupied
nest sites.

So where are we now with biological control of wasps? The

first parasitoid of wasps, the subspecies Sphecophaga

vesparum vesparum, from Europe, that I and my team in the

old DSIR established in New Zealand in the 1980s, was said

to be about tripling its number annually to 1993, which is as

far as data went (Barlow et al 1998). A second subspecies, S.

v. burra, from North America, which we had ready for release

in late 1992, was not released until four years later, because

of delays caused by the breakup of the old DSIR and the

formation of the Crown Research Institutes in mid 1992.

Working as an individual, I imported further stocks in 1993,
and in conjunction with Landcare Research Ltd., made field

releases in late 1996 (Donovan 1999). Unfortunately there is

not yet any evidence of establishment (Harris and Read 1999).

From Israel, Havron and Margalith (1995) reported that S. v

vesparum parasitized up to 100% of nests of the Oriental

hornet Vespa orientalis. The nest architecture and life cycle
of the Oriental hornet are very similar to that of the German

wasp, so 1n 1994 J began importing the Israeli parasitoid to

quarantine at the Canterbury Agriculture and Science Centre

at Lincoln, in the hope that it might be more effective than the

European S. v. vesparum. It soon became evident that the

Israeli parasitoid was somewhat different from the European,
so I have recently described these new characteristics, and

have named the Israeli parasitoid as a new species

Sphecophaga orientalis (Donovan 2002).

Under controlled conditions in quarantine, the Israeli

parasitoid propagated extremely vigorously on pupae of both
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the German wasp and Common wasp
— but not at all on honey

bees, bumble bees or lucerne leafcutting bees. MAF Qual

granted permission for field release on 20 February 1997, and

later that summer and in summer 1998, a total of 8 German

wasp nests and 28 Common wasp nests were inoculated with

various combinations of eggs, larvae, pupae and adults of the

parasitoid.

After several weeks, examinations of nests showed that half

the German wasp nests had been attacked, but there was no

evidence of attack in any of 27 Common wasp nests recovered.

The reasons for the lack of attack in Common wasp nests are

not clear, but one possibility is that because the larvae of the

Israeli parasitoid are bigger than those of the other parasitoids
from Europe and North America, perhaps wasps can detect

them in the cells, and remove them? If this is true, there is

still a possibility that the Israeli parasitoid could attack and

establish in the small start to nests built by queen wasps in

spring. This is because about five weeks elapse before the

first worker wasps emerge, and during this period the queen

is frequently away foraging, so perhaps the lack of wasps in

the nest might provide the Israeli parasitoid with a window of

opportunity for attack and survival that is not there in more

advanced nests (Donovan et al. 2002).

In 1981-82 I imported some eggs and adults of a beetle

parasitoid of wasps, Metoecus paradoxus, from Europe, but

although the eggs hatched, the larvae failed to thrive. In

November 2001, several score eggs arrived into the Insect

Quarantine Facility at Lincoln from the laboratory of Professor
Francis Ratnieks of the Universityof Sheffield, England. They
had been collected for me by a student, David Hewett.

Unfortunately, and despite trying a range of conditions to

stimulate development, all eggs failed to hatch.

A new Permit to Import for the beetle has recently been issued

to me by MAF Qual. So another attempt to collect beetle eggs

will be made for me this coming northern autumn, 1.e. around

October. My present funding for this works runs out at the

end of June next year, and whether new funding 1s allocated

will not be known until early next year. However if all goes

well, after several years of propagation of beetles in captivity,
and after conducting host range tests to be sure that only wasps

are attacked, perhaps we will have another enemy of wasps

established in the field. If so, the numbers of wasps may be

eventually reduced in those few small areas where their

populations still become pestiferous.
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BULK HONEY

WANTED

e Clover
e Clover Blend
e Bush Blend
e Manuka

And all other honey types

Des Hansen

Orini Honey Packers Ltd

PO Box 12296

HAMILTON

Contact:

Phone (07) 8244700 AH (07) 858 3303

Fax (07) 8244754 Mobile 025 932 615

Email des.wendy@xtra.co.nz

PRICE 10- 100

110 — 1000

1010 —5000

5010 +

CeracellBeekeepingSuppliesLtd
HONEYCOMB FOUNDATION MANUFACTURERS

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT

24 ANDROMEDA CRESCENT, EAST TAMAKI, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

BOX 58 114, GREENMOUNT, AUCKLAND. PHONE (09) 274 7236, FAX (09) 274 0368

APISTAN
The Varroa Treatment of choice for most New Zealand Beekeepers and The World

Available in large quantities ex stock from Ceracell BeekeepingSupplies

$3.75 each + GST

$3.50 each + GST

$3.25 each + GST

P.O.A.

For discounted rates on large quantities, join a buying group.

TWO TREATMENTS PER YEAR WILL GIVE YOU FOUR MONTHS

OF MITE FREE HIVES
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Branch and Club Contacts

NORTH CANTERBURY BEEKEEPING CLUB

Meets the second Monday of April, June,

August and October

Contact: Mrs Hobson Phone: (03) 312-7587

AUCKLAND BEEKEEPERS CLUB INC

Meets Ist Saturday monthly at Unitec,
Pt Chevalier, Auckland.

President: Ian Anderson

Phone: 09 480 8327

PO Box 214, Waimauku

AUCKLAND BRANCH - NBA

Held: 24 Andromeda Cres, East Tamaki

CANTERBURY BRANCH

Meets the last Tuesday of every month,

February to October

Contact: Roger Bray Phone: (03) 308-4964

SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH

Peter Lyttle Phone: (03)693-9189

CHRISTCHURCH HOBBYIST CLUB

Meets on the first Saturday of each month,

August to May, except in January for which it is

the second Saturday. The site is at 681 Cashmere Road,

Commencing at 1.30pm
Contact: Jeff Robinson, 64 Cobra Street Christchurch 3.

Phone: (03) 322-5392

TARANAKI AMATEUR BEEKEEPING CLUB

Phone: Stephen Black (06) 752-6860

685 Uruti Road RD 48, Urenui

HAWKES BAY BRANCH

meets on the second Monday of the month at 7.30pm,
Arataki cottage, Havelock North

Phone: Ron (06) 844-9493

NZ QUEEN PRODUCERS ASSN

Phone: Mary-Anne (06) 855-8038

DUNEDIN BEEKEEPERS CLUB

Meets on the first Saturday in the month

September - April, (Except January) at 1.30pm.
The venue is at our club hive in Roslyn, Dunedin.

Enquiries welcome to club secretary,

Margaret, Phone: (03) 415-7256

Email: flour-mill@xtra.co.nz

WAIRARAPA HOBBYIST BEEKEEPERS CLUB

Meet 3rd Sunday each month (except January)
at Norfolk Road, Masterton at 1.30 pm.

Phone Convenor: Arnold Esler (06) 379-8648

SOUTHLAND BRANCH - NBA

Phone/Fax: Don Steadman (03) 246-9777

WANGANUI BEEKEEPERS CLUB

Meets on the second Wednesday of the month.

Phone Secretary: Neil Farrer (06)343-6248

MANAWATU BEEKEEPERS CLUB

Meets every 4th Thursday in the month at Newbury

Hall, SH3, Palmerston North

Contact: Joan Leckie, Makahika Road, RD 1, Levin

Phone: (06) 368-1277

POVERTY BAY BRANCH - NBA

Phone: Barry (06) 867-4591

WELLINGTON BEEKEEPERS ASSN

Meets every second Monday of the month (except

January) in Johnsonville. All welcome.

Phone: John Burnet 21 Kiwi Cres,

Tawa, Wellington 6006

Phone: (04) 232-7863 Email: johnburnet@xtra.co.nz

NELSON BEEKEEPERS CLUB

Contact: Kevin Phone: (03) 545-0122

FRANKLIN BEEKEEPERS CLUB

Meets second Sunday of each month at 10.00 am for

a cuppa and discussion. 10.30am open hives.

Secretary - Peter Biland

Phone: (09) 294-8365

President - Stuart Ward

Phone: (09) 238-1441

Is your group or Branch missing from here?

Please contact the Secretary
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