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Lower South Island Ward 

Frans Laas (President) 
Wildlife Solutions Ltd 
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Mosgiel 9007 
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Email: f-laas@xtra.co.nz 

East Coast Ward 

Barry Foster (Vice President) 
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695 Aberdeen Road 
Gisborne 4041 
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Mobile: 027 449 7131 
Email: bjfoster@xtra.co.nz   

Northern Ward 

Maureen Maxwell 
BeesOnline/Wild Forage Ltd 
97 Taylor Road, Waimauku 
Auckland 0882 
Ph: 09 411 7065 (h) 
Mobile: 021 956 349 
Email: maureen@beesonline.co.nz 

Waikato Ward 

Lewis Olsen 
260 Ryburn Rd 
RD 3 
Ohaupo 2452 

Ph: 07 823 6706 
Email: lewis.olsen@clear.net.nz   

Bay of Plenty Ward 
Neil Mossop 

Mossop’s Honey 
1064 State Highway 29 
RD 1, Tauranga 3171 
Ph: 07 543 0971 
Email: neii@mossopshoney.co.nz 

Southern North Island Ward 

Mary-Ann Lindsay 
26 Cunliffe Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 6037 
Ph/Fax: 04 478 3367 
Email: lindsays.apiaries@clear.net.nz   

Upper South Island Ward 

Glenn Kelly (Treasurer) 
Motueka Apiaries 
PO Box 421 
Motueka 7143 
Ph/Fax: 03 528 8174 
Mobile: 021 159 8483 
Email: nzhoneys@yahoo.com 

Central South Island Ward 

Trevor Corbett 
PO Box 20 
Waipara, North Canterbury 7447 

Ph: 027 450 4567 
Email: beeworks@xtra.co.nz 
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NORTHLAND 
Sarah Peacey 
Wairua Apiaries 

76 Malone Road 
RD 9, Whangarei 0179 

Ph: 09 434 6344 
Mobile: 021 031 9129 
Email: sandspeacey@gmail.com 
Simon Peacey 
Wairua Apiaries 

76 Malone Road 
RD 9, Whangarei 0179 
Ph: 09 434 6344 
Mobile: 021 858 648 

AUCKLAND 
lan Browning 

1824 Great South Rd 
RD 3, Drury 2579 
Ph: 09 236 0764 
Bob Russell 
101 Kern Rd 
RD 3, Drury 2579 
Home Ph: 09 294 8656 
Work Mobile: 027 284 8951 
Email: bob.russell@paradise.net.nz 

WAIKATO 
Cameron Martin 

Haumea Road 
RD 1, Galatea 3079 

Ph: 07 366 4804 
Fax: 07 366 4804 
Email: busy-bee@xtra.co.nz 
Jane Lorimer 
Hillcrest Apiaries ‘Kahurangi-o-Papa’ 

RD 3, Hamilton 3283 
Ph: 07 856 9625 
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Mobile: 027 294 6559 
Email: hunnybee@wave.co.nz   

BAY OF PLENTY 
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Barry Foster 

695 Aberdeen Road 
Gisborne 4041 
Ph: 06 867 4591 
Fax: 06 867 4508 
Email: bjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

HAWKE’S BAY 
John Berry 
46 Arataki Rd 
Havelock North 4130 
Ph: 06 877 6205 
Email: jrberry@ihug.co.nz 
Mary-Anne Thomason 

15 Sydney Tce, Takapau 

Hawkes Bay 4203 
Ph: 06 855 8038 
Email: kintail_ honey@xtra.co.nz   

SOUTHERN NORTH ISLAND 
Peter Ferris 

PO Box 255 
Masterton 5840 
Ph: 06 378 7632 
Email: happy.ferris@xtra.co.nz 
Frank Lindsay 
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Wellington 6037 
Ph/Fax: 04 478 3367 
Email: lindsays.apiaries@clear.net.nz 

NELSON 
Glenn Kelly 
Motueka Apiaries 

PO Box 421, Motueka 7143 
Ph/Fax: 03 528 8174 
Mobile: 021 159 8483 
Email: nzhoneys@yahoo.com 
Michael Wraight 

15 Titoki Place 
Motueka 7120 
Ph/Fax: 03 528 6010 
Email: wraight@xtra.co.nz 

CANTERBURY 
Brian Lancaster 

177 Greendale Rd 

RD 1 

Christchurch 7671 

Ph: 03 318 7989 

Email: be.lancaster@xtra.co.nz 
Linda Bray 

Braesby Farm, RD 1, 

Ashburton 7771 

Ph/Fax: 03 308 4964 

Email: birdsnbees@xtra.co.nz   

OTAGO 
Allen McCaw 
Milburn Apiaries 

RD 2, Milton 9291 
South Otago 
Ph: 03 417 7198 
Email: amccaw@clear.net.nz 
Peter Sales 
“Te Ora” 
RD 1, Port Chalmers 
Dunedin 9081 
Ph: 03 472 7220 
Email: foxglove@paradise.net.nz 

SOUTHLAND 
Carne Clissold 
Glass Brothers Ltd 
RD 5 
Gore 9775 
Ph: 03 207 1866 
Email: carne@glassbrothers.co.nz 
John Stevenson 
Southern Lakes Honey 
PO Box 163, Te Anau 9640 
Ph: 03 249 7954 
Email: sl.honey@gmail.com 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 
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Fax: 04 499 0876 
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NBA Librarians 
Roger and Linda Bray 

Braesby Farm, RD 1, Ashburton 7771 

Ph/Fax: 03 308 4964 
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Publications Committee 
Frank Lindsay 

26 Cunliffe Street 
Johnsonville 

Wellington 6037 
Ph/Fax: 04 478 3367 

Email: lindsays.apiaries@clear.net.nz   
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Subscriptions: 

Jessica Williams 
PO Box 10792 
Wellington 6143 
Ph: 04 471 6254 
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Important contacts to the New Zealand Beekeeping In dustry 
    Rex Baynes 

AFB NPMS Manager 
PO Box 44282, Lower Hutt 5040 
rbaynes@ihug.co.nz 
info@afb.org.nz   American Foulbrood Pest 

Management Strategy 

www.afb.org.nz   AsureQuality phone: 
0508 00 11 22 

www.asurequality.com   Exotic Disease and pest 

emergency hotline 

0800 809 966 
www.biosecurity.govt.nz 
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President's Report 
Apimondia 2009 

I have just returned from Apimondia 

2009 held in Montpellier, France. This 

was quite an amazing event and there 

were in the order of 10,000 people 

attending the Congress, either as day 

visitors or full participants. New 

Zealand was well represented with 

nearly 30 people in attendance. 

The Congress organisers need to be 

congratulated for keeping the entire 

process running very smoothly despite a 

few problems at the very beginning. As 

usual, there is always the conundrum of 

all the concurrent sessions, and which 

talks to attend. The trade displays 

occupied four levels of Le Corum, 

the venue, plus outside displays for 

the general public, which extended 

for several hundred metres along a 

boulevard. The sheer mass of people at 

the Congress takes a bit of getting used 

to when you come from a country with 

few people. 

The dominant theme of the Congress 

was about bees being the sentinel 

of the environment. The issues of 

unfavourable habitat modification, 

pesticide poisonings and emerging 

pathogens are becoming very 

significant in the Northern Hemisphere. 

Governments are taking notice of these 

problems and doing something about 

it. The amount of support given to the 

problems associated with bees is quite 

substantial. Significant ecological issues 

such as land management practices 

are also affecting the ability of all bee 

species and other fauna to survive. For 

example, I visited some apiary sites in 

a forested region of central Germany. 

The mixed-species hardwood forests of 

that area looked rather beautiful until 

I realised that the entire structure of 

the forest is carefully orchestrated by 

humans and as a consequence there are 

limited numbers of old trees capable of 

supporting feral bee colonies. There are 

very few ‘wild’ forests left in Europe. 

The issue of colony collapse disorder 

(CCD) was given a bit of a thrashing 

and no one seems to be getting any 

closer to a definitive answer. However, 

the presence of varroa mite seems to 

be a prerequisite because of its ability 

to suppress the bees’ immune response 

  
systems. Nosema ceranae is also an 

issue and it is quite clearly replacing 

Nosema apis in many bee populations. 

A large amount of research is being 

carried out on the subtle effects of 

low levels of pesticides on bees, and 

especially on the development of larvae 

and their subsequent survival as adults. 

In my own field of bee breeding, some 

interesting papers were presented 

regarding the safe transfer of genetic 

material across international boundaries 

(a significant issue for our country) 

and also genetic conservation of 

local ecotypes. The various breeding 

programmes managed in most parts 

of Europe are often supported by the 

various governments to some degree 

or another. Germany alone has 10 

research institutes devoted entirely to 

bees. The biggest problem faced by 

breeding groups in general is the lack 

of standardised evaluation systems, 

thus making meaningful comparisons 

between colonies somewhat difficult. 

Everyone has their own idea about 

what constitutes the “best” bee, but 

surprisingly there are strong similarities 

in defining behaviours and measuring 

them. 

  
Maureen Maxwell representing NZ at 

the Honey Queen competition. Photo: 

Frans Laas.



As part of the Apimondia programme a Honey Queen 

competition is run, although it is a low-key component of the 

Congress. Executive Council member Maureen Maxwell 

entered the competition. Despite not winning she gave a 

superlative public performance promoting New Zealand and 

its honeys. The winner was from India. 

Dwarf honeybee incursion update 

In my last President’s report I mentioned the incursion of the 

Apis florea in Auckland. This caused a bit of consternation 

among Auckland beekeepers. It is unfortunate that, while 

MAF did destroy the colony, they failed to emphasise the 

fact that they did actually look for mites and other pathogens 

on the bees, and thankfully, they found no Tropilaelaps, etc. 

on the bees or comb. There was also another incursion of 

A. florea in Dunedin in May and, again, thankfully there 

were no problems. However, if MAF had provided all the 

relevant information in their public announcements, it would 

have prevented criticism of them and unnecessary worry for 

the beekeeping community. This kind of thing is important 

to the relationship and trust between the industry and MAF. 

In the meantime, the NBA will be attempting to maintain a 

cordial dialogue with senior MAF officials to try and resolve 

these issues. 

Other biosecurity issues 

On my return to Christchurch via Singapore we of course 

had to go through biosecurity screening. Being involved in 

the beekeeping industry meant that the four beekeepers on 

the flight were subject to a full and very thorough search 

of all our bags. It appeared that a very large proportion of 

the passengers were also subject to bag searches as well. 

This is in contrast to every other airport we visited, where 

the authorities took a comparatively lax approach. It was a 

very time-consuming process and there were clearly too few 

staff available to process the large volume of passengers in 

a reasonable time. The plane that we arrived on was already 

re-provisioned and on its way to Sydney before two of the 

beekeepers were finally processed two hours later. 

While the screening of passengers on aircraft is comprehensive 

and effective, the screening of cargo is clearly problematic. 

With the recent detection of at least two A. florea colonies on 

containers from Singapore, the beekeeping industry would 

view with concern MAP’s idea of using pre-border screening 

methods for containers destined for New Zealand. Having 

seen the absolutely staggering volume of shipping and cargo 

being processed through Singapore, it makes you wonder 

whether the Singapore authorities have sufficient time to 

adequately ensure that everything is thoroughly inspected 

before being loaded onto a ship. We have already had varroa 

slip through the biosecurity screen. 

Honey imports 

In my absence from New Zealand, MAF announced that they 

were delaying the import of honey from Australia for another 

two years. I will comment further in next month’s report 

when I have had time to have a look at the decision. 

- Frans Laas BS 
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Manuka Health 

New Zealand Ltd 

Buying Now! 

Propolis! Propolis! Propolis! 

Free Cleaning of Mats Provided! 

Contact Richard Hopkins: 

Manuka Health New Zealand Limited 

1 Carlton Street, Te Awamutu 

Phone: (07) 870 6555, Fax: (07) 870 6556 

Mob: 0274 504 334, Email: richard@manukahealth.co.nz   
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RESISTANCE MAY BE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK! 
Many hives have now had 18 successive synthetic pyrethroid-based 

treatments. We are in the danger zone and it is more important 

than ever to alternate treatments to extend the life of this chemical 

family. It is well recognised that the most effective way to slow the 

development of resistance is to ‘alternate treatments which are 

based on different chemical families’.   
Apivar® is well proven under NZ conditions as a highly 

effective amitraz based strip treatment. 

pivar~ 
Now used by most of NZ’s leading beekeepers. 

   
  

  
  

  

  

10 — 90 strips $3.90 each plus G.S.T. 

100 — 990 strips $3.55 each plus G.S.T. 

1000 — 4990 strips $3.15 each plus G.S.T. 

5,000 — 9,990 strips $2.90 each plus G.S.T. 

10,000 — 19,990 strips $2.84 each plus G.S.T. 

20,000 plus strips $2.78 each plus G.S.T.     
  

Dosage Rate: 2 Apivar strips per brood chamber. 

Price includes delivery, except for Rural Delivery, which is $4.44 plus G.S.T. for each 

1000 strips or part thereof. Phone or email for an order form. 

Payment is required prior to delivery by cheque or electronic banking. 

Prices subject to change without notice. 

New Zealand Beeswax Ltd 

Postal: Private Bag 6001, GERALDINE 7956, New Zealand 

Factory: 44 Gladstone St South, ORARI, South Canterbury 

Phone: 64 3 693 9189; Fax: 64 3 693 9780 

Email: info@apivar.co.nz; Web: www.beeswax.co.nz 

      é 
Apivar® is the product and the registered trademark of: 
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Veto-pharma S.A, V éto- pharma 14, avenue du Quebec F-91945 Courtaboeuf Cedex France     
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Getting to know the 
industry 

Many of you will be aware that in September the NBA 

farewelled Dr Jim Edwards and Pam Edwards as the 

secretariat. 

Gemma Collier and Daniel Paul were appointed joint Chief 

Executive Officers of the NBA and Jessica Williams was 

appointed Executive Secretary. 

  

(Left to right): Jessica Williams, Daniel Paul and Gemma 

Collier. Photo: Jim Edwards. 

As many of you head into the busy beekeeping season, we 

realise your time for the next few months will be precious. 

However, we are very keen to start getting out and putting 

faces to the many names in the beekeeping industry. 

With that in mind, we hope to have already started visiting 

some of you in the Wellington area by the time this issue of 

The New Zealand BeeKeeper goes to print. 

For each area we will contact the branch presidents in advance 

of our visit and arrange to meet with several people in the area 

at once. If your branch or club is planning a field day, please 

let us know early so we can try to time a visit. 

It will very likely take some months to get around the country, 

so if you are ever in Wellington please feel free to drop in to 

our office at Level 9, 108 The Terrace, so we can introduce 

ourselves. 

This month we also look forward to our first face-to-face 

Executive Council meeting and a chance to work together to 

set the strategic direction for the NBA for the next year. 

We hope to be able to feed back this information to all members 

in an upcoming issue of The New Zealand BeeKeeper. 

However, in the meanwhile we would like to get a stronger 

picture from all members and non-members of your views on 

the NBA and the entire beekeeping industry. 

To help us do this, we would appreciate it if you could take 

the time to complete a survey. Please see the notice opposite 

for details. 

Once again, we look forward to meeting and working with 

you. 

- Daniel Paul and Gemma Collier, 

NBA joint Chief Executive Officers 

NBA welcomes delay 
to honey imports from 

Australia 
s many of you will be aware the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Fisheries (MAF) announced in September that it 

will undertake further work on the honey import 

health standard (IHS). This will delay honey imports from 

Australia for up to possibly another two years. 

This is fantastic news and vindicates all of the NBA’s efforts 

in demonstrating to MAF and the previous government that 

~ honey imports from Australia would be a major risk from a 

biosecurity standpoint. 

Bees are fundamental to the future of New Zealand’s 

agricultural and horticultural sectors and any threat or risk 

to the country’s bee population via honey imports could be 

disastrous for our economy. 

We will endeavour to keep you all updated via NBA website _ 

posts when more information is made available. 

- Daniel Paul 

NBA joint Chief Executive Officer & 

The NBA wants your 

views! 
The NBA has developed two surveys to gain more 

information about the nature of the industry, to gauge 

your views on the services provided by the NBA and 

to get your feedback on what you consider to be the 
most important issues for you and the industry. 

One survey is for NBA members and the other is for 

non-members. Both surveys are available on the NBA 

website: www.nba.org.nz. 

You can complete the survey online at www.nba.org. 

nz. Alternatively, download and print a PDF version 

of the survey to fax or post back to NBA secretary 
Jessica Williams on 04 499 0876 or PO Box 10792, 
Wellington. 

If you have any questions or would like a survey form 
emailed to you, please contact Jessica Williams on 04 

471 6254 or secretary@nba.org.nz. 

Deadline: 31 October 2009. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Many thanks, 

Gemma Collier and Daniel Paul, 

joint Chief Executive Officers 
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Progress towards setting a standard for monofloral 
varieties of honey produced in New Zealand 

out a consultation with the industry stakeholders 

between 22 May and 3 July 2009, to establish a 

commercial table honey standard for monofloral varieties. A 

consultation paper and a submitter’s template was prepared 

and approved by the BPSC and made available to the industry 

through the NBA and Federated Farmers website, a mail-out 

to regional groups, and at the annual industry conference. 

A total of 57 submissions were received in response to the 

consultation paper. 

ik Bee Products Standards Council (BPSC) has carried 

There was strong support (77% or 28 out of 36) for formally 

adopting mandatory standards as opposed to voluntary 

standards. 

The majority of submitters supported defining the species 

which can contribute to a monofloral variety. 

A majority of submitters (73% or 32 out of 44) supported the 

common name Manuka to mean nectar from Leptospermum 

scoparium and Kunzea ericoides. 

Submitters were split over using pollen count as a tool. Many 

that were against the use of pollen coefficients conceded that 

they may have a place in the standard if used with other criteria 

that is given a higher priority. Supporters of the use of pollen 

counts agree that other criteria must be included. 

Pollen counts are expressed in a range using a standard 

deviation around a mean value. In effect, this creates a wide 

range of pollen counts that will apply. The BPSC proposes 

using three standard deviations that will exclude only the most 

extreme readings. 

In probability theory and statistics, standard deviation is 

a measure of the variability or dispersion of a statistical 

population, a data set, or a probability distribution. A low 

standard deviation indicates that the data points tend to be 

very close to the mean, whereas high standard deviation 

indicates that the data are spread out over a large range of 

values. (Source: Wikipedia) 

Figure 1: A plot of a normal distribution (bell curve). 
  

Each coloured band has a width of one standard 

deviation. 
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An overwhelming majority were in favour of using 

organoleptic properties in the standard. Most of these see 

organoleptic profiles as only part of the tool set. 

Almost 75% of respondents agreed that “activity” measures 

are outside the scope of these standards. Those in favour of 

including them pointed to their significance to consumers and 

the industry, and suggest some levels of UMF® that could be 

used in a standard. 

About 70% of submitters were against using 

hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF) in the monofloral honey 

standard, 31% were in favour. However, there was a view that 

that HMF may be useful as a quality parameter in a general 

honey standard. 

There were a significant number of comments about technical 

issues relating to the table of criteria. There was general 

agreement that: 

¢ some criteria were more useful than others for any given 

monofloral variety 

e having a number of criteria provided more robustness 

than a sole criteria 

e there should be flexibility for a honey to meet most but 

not all criteria. Some rules would need to be created to 

manage this. 

There was strong agreement to use the accepted term 

“Manuka” to include both Manuka and Kanuka based on long 

history of practice. Both species flower at the same time in 

many locations, so are not easily separated. 

Pollen analysis is very useful for most species and necessary 

to identify the species from which the honey is derived. 

There was very strong support for country of origin 

labelling. 

Timeline towards implementation 

1. Industry consultation and feedback on draft standard and 

implementation plan 

¢ Report available on NBA and Federated Farmers’ 

websites 

¢ Reports to all registered beekeepers in the October 

and April editions of The New Zealand BeeKeeper 

¢ Mechanism for further feedback 

2. Set “best estimate” specifications for monofloral variety 

now on existing knowledge with: 

¢ specified review date 

¢ stated “interim” compliance/non compliance 

process 

¢ project on improving criteria 

* regulatory involvement Continued on page 9



HUGE REDUCTION / SPECIAL ON ITALIAN STAINLESS STEEL 
HONEY EXTRACTORS 

Due to the increased value of our dollar, lower shipping costs and greater 

buying power, we can now offer the following reduced prices: 

  

ee April 2009 $699- April 2009 $849- 

October 2009 -$599- October 2009 $699- 

SPECIAL $499 SPECIAL $599    i 3 Frame, 4 Frame, 

a ~ fhhand-driven hand-driven 

On legs, honey gate, nylon gears, nylon On legs, honey gate, nylon gears, nylon 

bearing and stainless steel drum. bearing,s/s drum and clear plastic covers. 
* Note: Helical gear model available for a special price of $799 

  

April 2009 $3294- 

October 2009 -$2750— 

April 2009 $3514- 

October 2009 $2980— 

SPECIAL $2650 SPECIAL $2880 

  4 Frame, 10 Frame, 

motorised | motorised 

Reversible, variable speed, on legs, nylon Reversible, variable speed, on legs, nylon 

honey gate, nylon bearing, stainless steel honey gate, nylon bearing, stainless steel 

drum and clear plastic covers. drum and clear plastic covers.   
NOTE: All prices include GST. Special prices valid to 30 November 2009. 

Honey Tanks Double Essential 

| — Strainers Books 
Stainless steel with lid & honey 

gate Stainless Steel, fine & coarse Control of Varroa — revised 2007 

1 BY OFF mesh. To fit 30kg pails and larger. 

to 30th November 2009 
see page 10 of price list NOW ONLY 

for usual pricing $49.50 incl. GST 

Elimination of AFB — revised 2006 

$30 each incl. GST 
(please add $3 p&p)     

  

  

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd 
Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment 

Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products 

www.beehealthy.co.nz | 

P.O. Box 5056 Papanui, Christchurch 8542, New Zealand e¢ 6A Sheffield Crescent, Burnside, Christchurch 

Phone: (03) 358-7498 °¢ Fax: (03) 358-8789 © Email: ecroyd@beehealthy.co.nz 

www.ecroyd.com   
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Continued from page 7 

3. Laboratory accreditation 

¢ Workshops with interested labs for methodology agreement 
¢ ISO accreditation process 

5. Industry training 

Finalise specifications 

¢ Education and training on new standard; e.g., workshops/website 
° Tools such as generic template for addition to RMP 

6. Standard mandatory and operational indicative date: 1 October 2010 

- Dr Jim Edwards 

Chairman, Bee Products Standards Council 

Table 1a: Proposed honey profiles and criteria for monofloral honeys 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
                      
  

  
  

  

  

      

                      

  

  
  

eanosed Pollen Pollen total 

noninan Proposed minimum % (meant/- 1 Colour Organoleptic Possible rules 

AINE botanical name (s) | of common standard Pfund mm for acceptance 

name species | deviation) 

Aroma Flavour 

L. scoparium and K. | To be Mean 517,000 Damp earth, heather | Mineral slightly bitter, 

Manu ericoides determined s.d. 66,800 84 mm,s.d.11.8 | aromatic tangy 

Kamahi Weinmannia 

racemosa 

” Logs Mean 112,800 92.9 mm Light aroma mild Clean, sweet, smokey 
£ Rewarewa Knightia excelsa 10% s.d. 101,900 5.d.9.2mm mixed fruit mnaly 

® 

ry To be Rich perfumed musk/ | Clean musty rosehip 

o Tawari Ixerba brexioicles ; 23mm,s.d.8.8mm_ | incense/sandalwood | syrup, very sweet 
= determined orange peel liquorice | golden syrup 

2 Matroaidoras Mean 16 Ammsid. 86 Sweet, distinctive, 
Southern rata 45% 123,000s.d. ‘ ~— Heady aromatic mildly salty 

robusta 35.900 mm Scenty 

Northern rata M. umbellata 

Musky damp Cl arth t 

Pohutak M ' 20% No available Pure 0-5 mm leaves salty, almost | on 
onutaKkKawa . excelsa data blends &30ram saanieed Hut utterscotc 

pleasant Scenly 

Table 1b: Proposed honey profiles and criteria for monofloral honeys 

Proposed Pollen Pollen total 

cormmon Proposed minimum % (meant+/- 1 Colour Organoleptic Possible rules 

rare botanical name (s) | of common standard Pfund mm for acceptance 

name species | deviation) 

Aroma Flavour 

Cl Trifolium. spp and A5%/ en 0G 0-60 Herbal. d Clean, mild sweet 
over Mellilot spp 0 Ss. ' -o0mm erbal, dry grass deiesie 

” 

= 
0 Pollen total and 
a. . . 4 Mean 72,000 21.7 mm s.d. 9 Initial floral bouquet Clean tasting ,mildly % and one other 
2 Vipers Bugloss | Echium vulgare 45% s.d 38,700 i when fresh herbal of colour or 

8 organoleptic 

Ln To be To be ; 
° Borage Borago Officinalis determined daterained To be determined | To be determined To be determined 

£ . Pervasive, very Resinous, aromatic, 
Thyme Thymus vulgaris 20% 3,000-8,000 105mm aneweaie fetialvenr stars 

N ; ; N/A Perfumed floral Bol colour ania 
odding thistle | Carduus nutans blossom intense Intense floral flavour organoleptic 

required 

N/A=not applicable 

Table 2: Proposed honey profiles and criteria for non-floral honeys 

Proposed . s Colour . 
P Electrical conductivity Organoleptic Other 

common name Pfund mm 

Aroma Flavour 

Non floral Beech Honey . . . Complex treacley 5 
honey dew >800micro Siemans at 20° C 87.2 mms.d.10.5 | Musky malt extract 20% Dry matter | 

  

    Beech Honey 

dew high grade   >1000micro Siemans at 20° C         20% Dry matter 
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NZFSA tutin update 
Limit for tutin now in Food Standards Code 

Standards that set limits for contaminants in food are set in 

the joint Food Standards Code that New Zealand shares with 

Australia. In December 2008, New Zealand set a temporary 

standard for tutin within the New Zealand food standards 

setting system under the Food Act on the basis that it would 

be replaced by a standard in the joint Food Standards Code. 

In September of this year, the tutin limits in the New Zealand 

Standard were adopted into the joint Food Standards Code as 

temporary limits with an expiry of March 2011. This provides 

sufficient time for a permanent standard to be set by Food 

Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ). They will be 

consulting on permanent limits in due course. This means 

that Part 1 of the Food (Tutin in Honey) Standard 2008 is 

now revoked. 

These changes are all administrative and the tutin limits 

remain the same; 1.e., 2.0mg/kg in honey and 0.1mg/kg in 

comb honey. 

NZFSA has commissioned a number of studies to look at the 

toxicology of tutin to make sure the limits set are appropriate. 

These studies will contribute to the setting of a permanent tutin 

standard within the Food Standards Code. 

  

Building Bee Boxes 

& Frames? 

WE CAN HELP     
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY: 

e COLLATED STAPLES & NAILS 

e NAIL & STAPLE GUNS (AIR & GAS) * COLLATED SCREWS 

e AIR TOOLS - COMPRESSORS 

¢ AIRLINE EQUIPMENT   
  

  

FREEPHONE TODAY 0508 782 753 
FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION PACK! 

p 0508 782 753 

f (06) 347 6283 

e sales@deltatools.co.nz 

NATIONAL 
DISTRIBUTION 

9 
SUPPORTING NEW ZEALAND BEE KEEPERS 

FREE GIFT 

WITH EVERY ORDER 

WHEN YOU MENTION 

ikea         
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Review of Parts 2-4 of the Tutin Standard 

NZFSA has commenced a review of the Food (Tutin in 

Honey) Standard 2008. To start the process we invited 

comment from beekeepers as to matters that should be taken 

into account in the review and discussed the standard at the 

industry conferences. 

A lot of interesting and insightful comment has been received. 

Some of the matters that have been raised for NZFSA to 

consider are: 

e whether harvesting pre-January should be another 

compliance option in the standard, rather than an 

exclusion from the standard to avoid confusion 

e whether the South Island boundary line for the standard 

needs to be moved 

e whether the option to check tutu bushes for honeydew 

should be removed or modified, as beekeepers that have 

both checked tutu bushes and tested honey have found 

tutin levels above the limit despite checking tutu for 

honeydew 

¢ whether hoppers should be the factor that triggers 

extraction and testing of comb honey rather than visible 

honeydew presence. If so, how many hoppers are too 

many? 

e¢ whether there is sufficient evidence from the NBA 

study to remove areas over 400m in altitude from the 

standard in the lower North Island, and whether altitude 

is significant elsewhere 

¢ whether the shifting of toxic honey by bees from bottom 

boxes up into new honey supers when they are placed 

onto hives is a risk that needs to be managed, and if so, 

how? 

¢ whether the practice of extracting honey from bottom/ 

brood boxes should be banned in risk areas 

¢ whether comb honey production should be banned 

altogether from risk areas 

¢ whether all honey should be extracted and testing made 

mandatory in risk areas 

¢ whether there is a way to require laboratories to report 

all results to assist in better defining risk areas 

¢ how NZFSA will ensure compliance 

¢ whether beekeepers should have a certificate of 

competency to produce honey in risk areas 

¢ can we introduce options to test drums or sample in other 

ways than from blended batches to improve flexibility? 

¢ use of other plants as indicators of vine hopper activity 

in an area? 

¢ mandatory data collection and reporting by labs 

¢ is 31 December too late for a cut-off date in warmer 

areas? 

¢ what data over what period is required to ‘clear’ areas 

from testing requirements under the standard: 5 years? 

¢ does the standard need to prescribe exactly how samples 

may be taken? 

¢ mandatory labelling: tested tutin free? 

¢ laboratory calibration/inter-laboratory studies to improve 

consistency of results 

¢ does tutin get into wax and carry over from year to 

year? 

¢ should hobbyists have different rules? 
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¢ what’s a hobbyist anyway? 

¢ can we satellite map tutu and vine hopper distribution to 

better define risk areas? 

¢ can tutu be eradicated? 

¢ should the compliance options be set under the Food Act 

or Animal Products Act? 

¢ what are the best ways to minimise compliance costs? 

As you can see, there is a long list of things to consider in the 

review and this will take some time to do properly. Some of 

these matters require further research and information that can 

only be gathered by operating the standard for a full year. 

At this stage NZFSA expects to have enough information to be 

able to consult on any changes (if changes are required) around 

the middle of 2010, in plenty of time for implementation for 

the 2010/2011 honey season. 

Managing tutin over the upcoming summer 

Beekeepers are reminded that they need to be complying with 

the Food (Tutin in Honey) Standard 2008, and to make sure 

that their product complies with the tutin limits in the Food 

Standards Code. 

If you are relying on checking tutu bushes for honeydew as 

a means of managing tutin in honey, it is essential that you 

know where all of the tutu is in an area and check thoroughly. 

Some beekeepers have reported non-compliant levels of tutin 

in honey when it has been tested, despite checking tutu bushes. 

This could be for several reasons: 

e¢ the tutu bushes they checked may not have been 

representative of the tutu bushes in the area. 

¢ the bees may have been gathering honeydew from tutu 

bushes further away than the 3-km radius specified in 

the standard. 

¢ both our field study and the NBA field study this year 

observed bees working tutu bushes for honeydew, despite 

there being none easily visible on the leaves. It would 

seem that if vine hoppers are present, bees are likely to be 

collecting honeydew irrespective of whether it has been 

raining or whether there 1s visible honeydew present. 

¢ relying on bees working other floral sources in preference 

to collecting honeydew appears to have no basis in fact 

either. If vine hoppers are present, then one has to assume 

that bees will be collecting honeydew. 

Our advice is that if you are collecting honey in areas where 

there are both tutu and vine hoppers present, then testing is the 

most effective way to make sure your product is safe. 

A recent NZFSA audit found that some beekeepers outside 

the traditional tutin problem areas seem to have a false sense 

of security and may be harvesting honey without making any 

effort to ensure it is safe. Some high tutin levels have been 

found outside the traditional risk areas. In the event that a 

poisoning occurs or non-compliant product is found in the 

marketplace and the standard has not been complied with, 

then there will inevitably be unpleasant consequences for the 

errant beekeeper or packer. 

- Jim Sim 

Senior Programme Manager (Animal Products) | 

New Zealand Food Safety Authority & 
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Letter to the editor 
would like to make just a few comments in regard to 

[ Fetes Peter Molan’s article in the September issue 

(Why a standard is needed for ‘Active Manuka Honey’: 

some personal opinions). 

You are right! When BEEKEEPERS and BEEHAVERS 

buy miticide treatments they expect to get the correct active 

ingredient at the correct dosage. Our industry problem is 

that it’s not necessarily BEEKEEPERS that are marketing 

honey. Often it is businesspeople who are only out to make 

a fast dollar, no matter how that is achieved. They are not 

informed or passionate about the product they produce or 

where it comes from. 

This attitude extends beyond the honey pot to all aspects of 

our industry. Poorly informed businessmen are extending their 

feelers to landowners, giving misinformation about what the 

land can produce. An example of this is happening near us 

where a Masterton-based business is encouraging people to 

buy ex-forestry land, plant it in manuka, and “make a fortune” 

from manuka honey. A little local knowledge will tell that this 

area has a large amount of tawari within the bush areas that 

flowers at the same time as the manuka. Any beekeeper worth 

his salt will know that bees won’t touch manuka when they can 

work tawari (for those of you who don’t know tawari, it will 

actually drip nectar when in full flower). Our bees fly over 

hundreds of hectares of flowering manuka to get to the tawari 

and kamahi. I don’t think they are especially badly trained 

bees or that any other apiarist’s bees would behave differently. 

In the rush for the “gold” people are becoming misguided, 

forgetting about integrity, giving landowners promises they 

can’t and won’t keep and having little pride in their product 

so long as it produces the almighty buck. 

A lack of standards has the potential to wreck not only the 

manuka part of the New Zealand honey bee industry but 

the entire industry. Instead of being part of an honourable 

profession, we risk becoming considered as people of poor 

integrity in all aspects of our business. There are, of course, 

many very good people in our industry but unfortunately we 

all risk being tarnished by the actions of a few. 

Standards are necessary, but please let them be logical and 

not driven by the dollar. 

- Allan Pimm a 

  

*BEEZONE QUEEN CELLS *CARRICELL INCUBATORS 

*BEEZONE QUEEN BEES *QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 

* John & Judy Dobson 

*67 Poporangi Rd RD1 Hastings 4171 
New Zealand 

*Ph: (06) 870 7070 *Fax: (06) 870 7077 
*Mobile: 0274 494 396 *Email: beeline@xtra.co.nz 

*web address: www.carricell.com 

Queens available for delivery throughout 
am ela IE e| 
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Manufacturers and Suppliers of Quality Beekeeping Goods. For All Your Beekeeping Needs. 
24 Andromeda Cres, East Tamaki, Auckland, New Zealand PH 64 9 274 7236 Fax 64 9 274 0368 

email: info@ceracell.co.nz 

  

  2 or 3 Frame Manual Honey Extractors 

with Strainer and 50kg Tank with Metal 

Gears   2 Frame Bench Top Honey 

Extractors with Plastic gears   
       

Top Feeders 

  

Orange Hive Tool with Hook | 

Reon Division / Internal Feeders 

Pry Bar 200mm or 300mm 

emoons 

< ee 

Plastic One-Piece Frame oo Po 

— Buzzco Cell Cups Lugged a 
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   Queen Excluders- Plastic, WWooden Rim & Metal 

    

  

   

    

    
Plastic Foundation Sheet woe. Sensor 

| : < Buzzco Cell Cups Plain 

   
Hand Operated 

Uncapping machine 

 



4 Frame Stainless Steel Honey 

Extractor on legs, sealed Gear- 
box Drive 

  
4 Frame Stainless Steel Honey 

Extractor with attached tank + strainer, 

Gearbox Drive. _ _ Square Folding Veil 

    
Pollination Jacket + Hood 

Pith Hat 
_ 

      

    

Stainless Steel Strainer and 300mm 

< Polystyrene Mating Nucs 

; 

  < Nylon Filter Bags, Various Micron sizing 200-1200 
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9 Frame Stainless Steel 

Honey Extractor on legs 

5 Frame Stainless Steel Honey 

Extractor on legs, with clutch   
Digital pocket Refractometer        

    
Honey Refractometer - Metal Body 

Pollination Full Suit + Hood 

   

  

Bee Blower > = 

Just some of the items we supply! 
Please contact us for competitive 

pricing. 
PH 09 274 7236 / Fax 09 274 0368 
Email: info@ceracell.co.nz 
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American Foulbrood National Pest 
Management Strategy (AFB NPMS) 

Report to the Annual General Meeting of the 

National Beekeepers’ Association (Inc.) of New 

Zealand for the period 1 July 2008-30 June 

2009 

Introduction and background 

New Zealand has had legislation to control AFB since 1906. 

The most recent change in that legislation occurred in 1998, 

when the Biosecurity (American Foulbrood National Pest 

Management Strategy) Order was passed into law. The Order 

established an American Foulbrood Pest Management Strategy 

(AFB NPMS) under the Biosecurity Act 1993. 

The Biosecurity Act 1993 allows New Zealand agricultural 

industries affected by a pest or disease to determine their own 

goals and strategy for its control, and to use legal powers to 

ensure the strategy is carried out. In the case of AFB, the 

NBA, being the main representative organisation representing 

the beekeeping industry, developed the AFB NPMS, and 

went through the process of having the strategy approved by 

government. 

The Management Agency for the AFB NPMS is the NBA. 

The NBA has a statutory responsibility to implement the AFB 

NPMS, which comprises a range of regulatory and educational 

programmes. The strategy is funded using income generated 

from a mandatory levy on beekeepers and apiaries through 

the Biosecurity (American Foulbrood— Apiary and Beekeeper 

Levy) Order 2003. 

The Management Agency 

The Management Agency for the reporting period consisted 

of the following NBA representatives: 

Mr Frans Laas (Chairman) Otago 

Mr Neil Farrer Southern North Island 

Ms Maureen Maxwell Auckland 

Mr Lewis Olsen Waikato 

Mr Barry Foster Poverty Bay 

Mr Neil Mossop Bay of Plenty 

Mr John Hartnell Christchurch 

Mr Glenn Kelly Nelson 

Glenn Kelly joined the Management Agency part-way through 

the reporting period. 

The Management Agency has met on five separate occasions 

during the reporting period, two of which were “face to face” 

meetings. 

Beekeeper, apiary and hive numbers 

As at 30 March 2009 there were 2680 beekeepers operating 

357,789 hives on 21487 registered apiaries. By comparison, 

the March 2008 statistics quoted 2626 beekeepers, 20,432 

14 

apiaries and 342,156 

hives. It is interesting 

to note that while there 

has been a reversal in 

the downward trend 

of apiary and hive 

numbers in recent 

years, this is the first 

time since the arrival 

of varroa in 2000 that 

an increase has been 

seen in beekeeper numbers over a 12-month period. 298 

new beekeepers have registered in the past 12 months: 180 

in the North Island and 118 in the South. Both an increase 

in registrations (22%) and an increase in cancellations (14%) 

have contributed to the turnaround in beekeeper numbers. 

  

  

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2009 

(31 March) 
  

Registered 

Beekeepers 4864 3973 3211 2694 2589 2680 
  

Number 

of Apiaries | 21,633 20,258 19,592 18,954 20,439 | 21,487 

  

  Number 

of Beehives | 299,712 | 305,152 | 292,530 | 300,728 | 343,155 | 357,789               
  

AFB disease reports 

Between | June 2008 and 31 March 2009 there were a total of 

104 beekeepers reporting 609 cases of AFB in 414 apiaries. 

This corresponds to an average disease rate of 0.17% of hives 

over the whole country. 

Disease Elimination Conformity Agreements 
(DECA) and Certificates of Inspection (COI) 

As at the end of March 2009 there were 1578 beekeepers 

with DECAs and a Certificate of Inspection Exemption. This 

represents 59% of registered beekeepers and is a 22% decrease 

on last year. This reduction is mostly due to the fact that 409 

DECAs were revoked in the reporting period (those who had 

not completed a competency test) and a further 51 beekeepers 

chose to relinquish their DECAs for the same reason. There 

are still 108 beekeepers who were granted their DECA within 

12 months of the date of the first letter to non DECA holders 

in August 2008. 

I have instructed AsureQuality to write to all 108 beekeepers 

informing them that they have until 31 August of this year to 

pass their AFB competency test or risk having their DECA 

revoked. 

DECA review 

AsureQuality reports that the DECA review policy is on target 

with 32 beekeepers reporting disease problems having their 
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DECAs reviewed. The annual target is 40 and AsureQuality 

will carry out further DECA reviews of other beekeepers with 

a higher than average disease incidence later in the autumn. 

Annual Disease Returns (ADRs) 

Clause 27 of the Order in Council requires all beekeepers to 

provide the Management Agency with an Annual Disease 

Return (ADR) updating their hive information. This 

information provides the basis for New Zealand’s statistics 

on beekeeper and hive numbers and AFB incidence. 

The Management Agency is delighted to report that 96.4% 

of registered beekeepers had lodged their ADR by 31 March 

2009. 

I have listed below a schedule detailing the percentage of 

ADRs returned since 1999. 

Year % ADRs Received 

1999 76% 

2000 85% 

2001 70% 

2002 75% 

2003 70% 

2004 79% 

2005 82% 

2006 84% 

2007 83% 

2008 91% 

2009 96% 

Certificate of Inspection (COI) 

There are 688 beekeepers who own 15,421 hives on 1330 

apiaries that require a COI. The number of beekeepers who 

fall into this category has increased by 40% and is largely 

as a result of the change in the DECA accreditation process 

referred to above. The proportion of beekeepers requiring a 

COI is around 26%. 

MAF Review on AFB NPMS 

Paul Bolger (Biosecurity New Zealand) reports there were 

28 submissions lodged, equating to 0.9% of registered 

beekeepers. 

In general terms it appears the beekeeping community appears 

reasonably happy with the PMS as it currently stands. Of 

course, there will be changes made once MAF has produced 

their analysis of submissions received and the proper 

consultation with the sector has taken place. 

Helicopter surveillance 

In 2007 and 2008 helicopter surveillance operations were 

undertaken in Otago and the East Cape respectively, with the 

following results: 

  

  

  

  

It is interesting to note that in the MAF Report on the 

American Foulbrood National Pest Management Strategy 

dated September 2008, the term “disturbing” was used when 

describing the lack of compliance during the late 1990s and 

early part of the new millennium. 

The Management Agency wishes to acknowledge the work 

undertaken by AsureQuality staff in attaining this excellent 

result. 

AFB Surveillance Programme 2008-2009 

To date we have scheduled 410 apiaries for inspection with 

inspectors having so far completed 128 apiaries (31%). 

Feedback so far would indicate a favourable impression, with 

some areas completing inspection work in the spring and 

others waiting until the autumn. 

It is anticipated there will be another 40—90 inspections 

scheduled for the North Island, giving a total of 450 to 500 

aplaries inspected. 

Return of inspection forms has been light over the past few 

months (as is the norm), but it is expected this will pick up 

during the autumn as inspectors winter down their own hives 

and free up time for inspection work. 
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Unregistered apiaries 

Non-Compliance Rate (%) 

Otago (Taieri) 20% 

East Cape 47% 

Average 26% 

Unregistered beekeepers 

Numbers 

Otago (Taier1) 14 (all hobbyists) 

East Cape 2 (semi-commercial) 

Marking of apiaries 

Non-Compliance Rate (“) 

Otago (Taieri) 42% 

East Cape 34% 

Total 37%       

These results confirmed the reasons for undertaking the Taieri 

and East Cape operations, as the Management Agency at the 

time were concerned about: 

e the overall degree of non-compliance 

¢ the level of unregistered hives 

e level of unregistered beekeepers 

¢ compliance with sections 13 (Access requirements) and 

20 (Marking of Apiaries) 

¢ _apiary location 

e audit integrity of the register. 
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AFB NPMS website 

The Management Agency, through the project leadership of 

Neil Farrer, now has its own website and we would invite the 

beekeeping industry to visit www.afb.org.nz. 

The Management Agency would welcome any comment on 

how the site might be improved. 

A recent check of the website statistics reveal that for the 

months January through April 2009, the site was receiving an 

average of 275 hits per day, equating to 6547 per month. These 

numbers represent the total number of requests that were made 

to the server during the specified reporting period. 

It would appear www.afb.org.nz is proving popular. 

Operations Manual 

The Management Agency has continued to review the 

Operations Manual. This task involves time in discussion 

during which the development of policy takes place. 

Court action to recover outstanding debt 

It is with disappointment that we report that it was necessary 

during this period to initiate court action to recover significant 

debt. 

The Management Agency has initiated further court action 

against several beekeepers who refuse to pay, despite having 

received various reminders. 

Acknowledgement 

As the AFB NPMS Manager, I am extremely fortunate to have 

supporting me such a dedicated and able group of people who 

make up the Management Agency. 

My sincere thanks to you all for your continued guidance 

and advice. 

Conclusion 

I believe the strategy is meeting both its objectives and targets; 

however, the Management Agency cannot do it alone—it 

requires total support from the industry. 

- Rex Baynes 

AFB NPMS Manager 

June 2009 BS 

Harvest Declaration updated from 13 

July 2009: go to http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/ 
animalproducts/legislation/notices/export/ 

harvest-statement-june-2009.pdf 

  

Articles published in The New Zealand BeeKeeper 

are subject to scrutiny by the National Beekeepers’ 

Association publications committee. The content of 

articles does not necessarily reflect the views of the 

association or the publisher.     
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For 
| 

Sale 
| 

    

300 Pollen Traps - Used for one season 
They work very well 
Make me an offer 

Darren Clifford - Blaycliff Apiaries 
Phone 03 577 6955 
  

  

  

THE CROP LIFTER 
For inserting bee escape boards 

= 

é 3 

  
Advantages. 
1. No more blowing supers of honey. 
2. Harvested honey crop is free of bees. 
3. Saves manual lifting. Mounts on a Hiab or similar 

device. 
4. Bee sealing between supers is not broken = less robbing 

compared with manually lifted supers for inserting bee 
escapes. 

5. Saves time in overall harvest operation. 
6. Less disturbance of the bees = very little robbing. 

For details please contact: 

Barry Foster bjfoster@xtra.co.nz Phone 027 449 7131 

695 Aberdeen Road, Gisborne 4010. 

Patent Pending 
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Management Agency prepares for spring 
surveillance programme 

Beekeepers will be aware of the stated policy that the 

Management Agency is required to both target and randomly 

survey between two and four percent of apiaries each year. 

As plans are under way to commence another surveillance 

round, it is appropriate that I give thanks to those of you who 

assist in the running of the programme, both from a Disease 

Coordinators’ perspective as well as those of you who assist 

in lifting the lids. 

The Management Agency and AsureQuality Limited continue 

to seek the input of local Disease Coordinators in the first 

instance before applying the Selection Criteria as set out 

below. We have found in the past that upon receiving the 

inspection forms, the Disease Coordinators will then come 

back to us to ask why we did not select a certain location for 

inspection. 

[have heard through the grapevine that a number of beekeepers 

are, to put it mildly, annoyed as they see themselves being 

targeted almost annually. It is important to note that your 

apiary may be targeted each year, but it will not always be 

for AFB. The Exotic Disease programme requires regular 

inspections. 

Selection criteria (Specific) 

The confirmed policy to be applied for the forthcoming round 

is as follows: 

1) history of AFB incidence 

2) previous positive results from testing of bees and/or 

honey 

3) beekeepers who have increasing reported levels of 

AFB 

4) new beekeepers 

5) beekeepers who may have rapidly expanded their 

hive holdings, in particular from a hobby level to 

a semi-commercial/commercial status 

6) consideration of local knowledge from Disease 

Coordinators. 

Selection criteria (consideration) 

7) geography must be considered in terms of travel 

8) selection criteria to take account of all beekeepers 

having their apiaries inspected within a 3—5 year 

cycle 

9) those sites/beekeepers surveyed last year to be 

excluded from the sample for selection, unless they 

are in a high-risk category as above 

10)  ifbeekeeper surveillance is conducted under other 

sections of the strategy; e.g., ADR/COI defaulters, 

then these beekeepers are to be removed from 

selection. 

- Rex Baynes 

AFB NPMS Manager & 

  

    

RAY DUNCAN 

Mobile: O21 739 760   

Buzzing News! 
Tata tia 

9.5 Litres ¢ Injection Moulded Strong & Durable 

Buzzing 
    

  

News! 

TOP FEEDERS 

  

  

  

  
BEE FRAMES « FOUNDATION SHEETS - | 

e QUEEN EXCLUDERS = 

    
    

Phone: (09) 295-0510 
Fax: (09) 298-1048 Beetek Ltd ¢ 

Email: rayd@interworld.co.nz (an associate of Interworld Plastics NZ Ltd) 
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FOR THE CONTROL OF VARROA MITES IN BEEHIVES 

  

  GENERAL 

     

   
   
   

    

     

   

       INFORMATION 
The Thymovar wafer Ritiee eins 

contains the volatile oil thymol. SINGLE-STOREY (1 CHAMBER) 

Through volatilisation from the 
waters, thymol vapour concentrations build 

up in the hive. These vapours are highly toxic to 
varroa mites but concentrations are not high enough to 

harm bees. This product shall only be used in beehives, but not 
used in hives where comb honey is to be collected. 

ACTIVE INGREDIENT 
Contains 721g/kg thymol in the form of a vapour-releasing water. (Each wafer contains 15g thymol). : 

MULTIPLE-STOREY (2 CHAMBERS) 
  

  

  
  

   Bio Gro 
Certified Registered pursuant to the ACVM Act 1997, Ne. P7303. See www.nzfsa.govi.nz/acvm for registration conditions. 

° HARMFUL AND CORROSIVE 
ovar KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN - ECOTOXIC 

DANGERS this product is corrosive and may cause skin burns and eye damage. 

  

FOR THE CONTROL OF VARROA MITES IN BEEHIVES 

  

     

HARMFULS may be harmful if swallowed or inhaled. 

  (— 

PRECAUTIONS: Store in unopened original packaging away from foodstuffs. Avoid inhalation of product vapour when opening the sealed 
sachet. Avoid contact with skin and eyes and wear goggles and latex gloves when handling the wafers. Wash hands thoroughly after handling and 

L before eating or drinking. Harmful to aquatic organisms and terrestrial vertebrates. 
  

  

A 

(— 
7 7 : SN 

DIRECTIONS FOR USE GEN FERAL and 30°C. All hives of an apiary should be treated with Thymovar at the same 
time, fo avoid robbing. 

DOSAGE RATE: two applications of one wafer per brood chamber at a 3-4 Factors such as temperatures dropping below 12 °C for a longer period during the 

  

weeks interval. Open the sealed sachet containing 5 wafers. Place one wafer (cut treatment can lower the effectiveness of treatment. Also temperatures higher than 
in half) on top of the brood chamber as depicted in the diagram. Use two waters 30 °C increase the sublimation of the thymol, and can have negative effects on the 
uncut for a double storey box of chambers. Wafers can be cut with a pair of bees (e.g. robbing). It is recommended that the natural mite fall be monitored 2 
scissors. weeks after completion of the Thymovar treatments and if more than 1 mite per day 

is recorded alternative non-thymol based treatments be applied. If the mite drop is 
APPLICATIONS The first part of the treatment is to put the wafer{s) on the Y PP P not checked, all colonies have to be subjected to a follow-up treatment. Otherwise 
top of the combs of the brood chamber. Close the hive as usual. Open floors sufficient efficacy for all colonies cannot be guaranteed. 
have to be closed. Repeat the application of wafer(s) 3-4 weeks later. Remove 
used waters after 3-4 weeks. After opening the sealed sachet all wafers should WITHHOLDING PERIOD: Not for use when honey supers are present in 

  

    

      
be used immediately. the hive. 

TIMING: Application can be made in the spring before honey supers have STORAGE: Store in a cool dry place out of direct sunlight, avoiding 
been added for the first honey flow. Alternatively, an application can be made in _ temperatures above 25° C. When stored appropriately, this product should show 
the late summer to early autumn period immediately after all the surplus honey no significant degradation for 4 years from date of manufacture. Contact your 
has been removed. Apply when maximum daily temperatures are between 12°C —_ supplier for further information about the use of any product that is older than this. 

Approved under the Animal Products ® Thymovar is the registered ( _ 0 
(Ancillary and Transitional Provisions) trademark of, and is C U rrent Prici ng as at Octo ber 2009 
Act 1999.Approved pursuant to the manufactured by, Andermatt m 
HSNO Act 1996, Approval Code: BIOCONTROL AG, 9 
HSROO1727. See www.ermanz.govt.nz Stahlermatten 6, CH-6146 10 to 90 wafers $4.40 plus GST each 
for approval controls. Grossdietwil, Switzerland. g 

: 100 to 470 wafers $3.96 plus GST each é     

    

      
   

480 to 4990 wafers $3.56 plus GST each 
5000 + wafers $3.39 plus GST each 

Bio Gro 
Certified 

LS 
    

    

  

  

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd & 
Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment ~ 

Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products 

www.beehealthy.co.nz 

P.O. Box 5056 Papanui, Christchurch, New Zealand ¢ 6A Sheffield Crescent, Burnside, Christchurch 

Phone: (038) 358-7498 ¢ Fax: (03) 358-8789 °¢ Email: ecroyd@beehealthy.co.nz 

       
www.ecroyd.com 
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Beekeeper consultation on proposed AFB 
NPMS 2010/2011 Operational Budget: 

71 June 2010 through 31 May 2011 
Biosecurity (American Foulbrood — Apiary and Beekeeper Levy) Order 2003 — Payment of levy 

— Section 16: Consultation on how levy is spent - 

(1) The Management Agency must, before the start of each levy year, consult with beekeepers on how the levy 

money is to be spent. 

(2) The Management Agency must use the following process to consult with beekeepers. 

(a) it must send to every beekeeper a proposed budget for the levy year s expenditure: and 

(b) it must give every beekeeper an opportunity to make submissions to it on the proposed budget; and 

(c) it must send to every group or association of hobby and commercial beekeepers known to it a copy of 

the proposed budget. 

The budget presented is for the coming year 2010—2011 operational period: 1 June 2010 to 31 May 2011. 

The budget outlines how the Management Agency intends to spend levy income for the above period. 

If the budget is approved, the levy will be set at $20 per beekeeper and $11.00 per apiary. 

Important: if you wish to make a submission on the proposed budget, then please do so in writing 
by 1 December 2009 to: 

Rex Baynes, 
AFB NPMS Manager 

PO Box 44282 
Lower Hutt. 

Email: rbaynes@ihug.co.nz 

  

PROPOSED AFB NPMS OPERATIONAL BUDGET 

2010-2011 

Income: Levies (Beekeepers) 53,400.00 

Levies (Apiaries) 237,600.00 

Interest Received 10,500.00 

Defaults & Other income 10,000.00 

$311,500.00 

Expenditure: 

Management Agency admin 60,000.00 

AsureQuality Limited contract 90,000.00 

Hive Inspections 60,000.00 

AFB Spore testing 20,000.00 

AFB Recognition Training 15,000.00 

Meetings & travel 10,000.00 

Accounting, legal & audit 8,000.00 

Other general expenditure 20,000.00 

Aerial surveillance (unregistered apiaries) 10,000.00 

$293,000.00 

NB: As with the previous year’s budget, we have not allocated expenditure to the particular account categories as 

we have done in the past, but identified the likely main contractual arrangements that the Management Agency 

will have. 

The Management Agency wishes to gradually build up a reserve in order to maintain the strategy’s financial 

viability, as well as being able to call on funds for unbudgeted priorities. 

Beekeepers will realise that without the formal gazette notice and because we are estimating income and expenditure up 

to 18 months ahead, it is extremely difficult to accurately categorise the amounts.   
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NBA Conference 2009 fundraisers 

t the front desk we ran a raffle for a trip to White Island 

donated by White Island Tours. The Bay of Plenty 

(BOP) Branch thought that one good turn deserved 

another and as the prize had been donated, we should look at 

where best to place the proceeds. 

We all work in remote places at times and would be well 

pleased to hear the chopper if we needed medical assistance. 

Unfortunately this is not a given in today’s economic 

environment, as the rescue helicopter has to fundraise for 

its operating costs due to the lack of government assistance. 

Our local rescue helicopter is Trustpower TECT Rescue 

Helicopter Bay of Plenty and we decided this to be the best 

use of the funds. I hope never to need a ride but to hedge my 

bets we are friends of the rescue service and wouldn’t have 

it any other way. 

We raised $550 and president of the BOP Branch Dennis 

Crowley presented the cheque in August to pilot Liam 

Brettkelly. Liam was “blown away” by the donation, which 

came as a bit of a surprise to him as he hadn’t had to ask for 

it. Liam mentioned “he had noticed a lot of beehives during 

his travels in out of the way places”. 

Liam said, “we are very thankful for the donation and anyone 

can come visit us to have a look at our base behind Tauranga 

Hospital’. 

  

  

WAX SUPPLIES FOR PRESERVING 
BEE HIVE TIMBER 

Buy Direct from New Zealand’s Leading Wax Importer 

aes WAX — NEW! 
A Renewable and Sustainable Resource 

° Food Grade Wax Refined from Palm Oil 

° A Cheaper Alternative to Paraffin Wax 

° Flash Point Exceeds 250°C 

° 29kg Minimum Order — Buy Bulk and Save! 

PARABEIN WAX 
Highest Quality, Fully Refined Wax 

° Food Grade 

° Excellent preserving qualities 

° Competitive Prices 

° 25kg Minimum Order — Buy Bulk and Save! 

€ For all Enquiries Contact 

Sam McLean 

Phone: 04 384 6806 

Email: sam@nationalcandles.co.nz     BK
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Dennis Crowley (left) presenting cheque to Liam Brettkelly 

Photo supplied by BOP Branch. 

On conference dinner night we had a lot of fun with an auction. 

For those present, I am sure you enjoyed the auction run by 

Stuart Ecroyd with some great items up for offer. The auction 

items ranged from a magnum of very nice wine to bidding 

on Reuben Stanley ending up in the pool with not much on, 

plus added extras such as an Ecroyd bag and a few other bits 

and pieces. Lots of laughs and lots of money. The auction 

raised $1130, which was donated to the Leukaemia and 

Blood Foundation. This very worthy cause couldn’t believe 

their luck when branch member Bronwyn Carroll presented 

Amy Munro with the cheque. In these sorts of organisations 

there is never enough money to go around, so every bit is 

very appreciated. We all hope to never need this type of 

organisation but when you do it 1s truly a lifeline, and needs 

all the support we can give it. 

  
Bronwyn Carroll (left) presenting cheque to Amy Munro 

Photo: Ross Carroll. 

The BOP Branch would like to thank everyone who 

participated in raising this money. 

- Barbara Pimm, for the Conference Organising 
Committee AB 

Bay of Plenty Branch 
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“. Telford 
NJ} 2 Rural Polytechnic 

Te Whare Wanaka O Puerua       

Private Box 6, 

Balclutha, 9240, New Zealand 

Phone (03) 419 0300 

Fax (03) 418 3584 

www.telford.ac.nz 

Telford Rural Polytechnic Annual Report, 
July 2008—June 2009 

Telford continues to offer a wide range (12) of different 

courses in apiculture, including full-time, block courses and 

by correspondence. The three courses that are most popular 

include the National Certificate in Apiculture Level 2, the 

Telford Certificate in Queen Bee Rearing Level 4 and the 

Telford Certificate in Apiculture Knowledge Level 3. 

Student numbers 

Telford Certificate in Apiculture Level 3 

2008 

Five students completed the one-year full-time Telford 

Certificate in Apiculture Level 3 in 2007. Nicolas Green 

was awarded a pass with Distinction; Sarah Coppard, Maru 

Hoani Te Uruti and Rebecca Shoemaker passed with merit 

and Nathaniel Thompson was awarded a pass. 

2009 

Two students have enrolled in the one-year Telford Certificate 

in Apiculture course for 2009. 

National Certificate in Apiculture Level 2 and 3 

2008 

Seven students completed the 5 month full-time National 

Certificate in Apiculture Level 2 and five students completed 

the 7 month full-time National Certificate in Apiculture 

Level 3. 

2009 

Two students are working on their National Certificate in 

Apiculture Level 2. 

  

Ay 

   => 

Bay of Plenty Queens 

QUEENS AND 

QUEEN CELLS 

ORDER NOW 
Contact: AUREL 021 153 2610 

aurelbraguta@yahoo.com       
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Telford Certificate in Queen Bee Rearing Level 4 

2008 

Nine students completed the four-week block (and 

correspondence modules) course for the Telford Certificate 

in Queen Bee Rearing. Nicholas Green, Melvin Kwon, 

Enere Vuibureta and Rebecca Shoemaker were awarded a 

distinction; Sarah Coppard, Maru Hoani Te Uruti, Nathaniel 

Thompson and Evan Price received merit passes and Nicholas 

Faherty a pass. 

2009 

Two students are enrolled for the Telford Certificate in Queen 

Bee Rearing this year. 

Telford Certificate in Apiculture Knowledge Level 3 

There were 48 students enrolled on the one-year apiculture 

correspondence course in December 2008 compared with 44 

in 2007. 

Telford Queen Bee Rearing Knowledge Level 4 

There were six students enrolled on this six-month 

correspondence course in December 2008, compared with 

eight students enrolled for 2007. 

Telford Certificate in Honey Production Level 3 

Two students, Gloria Huang and David Lee, completed this 

new six-week, 40 credit, full-time certificate course. 

Telford Beekeeping e-learning course Level 2 

Two students participated in this 10-month video 

conferencing apiculture course through secondary schools, 

with one student passing the 20-credit programme. 

STAR (Secondary Tertiary Alignment Resource) 

Two students enrolled in this 7-credit secondary school 

course in apiculture. 

Student awards and bursaries for 2008 

Maru Hoani Te Uruti was awarded the NZ Honey Industry 

Trust bursary of $3,200 and the Airborne Honey bursary of 

$500. Nicholas Green was awarded the Beeline Supplies. 
bursary of $300. 

Continued on page 23 
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AUCKLAND DRUM 
Sustainability Services 

200 LITRE DRUMS 1000 LITRE IBC 

  
BE SUSTAINABLE, USE RE-MANUFACTURED NEW AND RE-MANUFACTURED FDA AND EU 

OPENHEAD AND CLOSED HEAD 200 LITRE APPROVED FOR EXPORT & MEET NZ FOOD 
DRUMS. FDA AND EU APPROVED FOR EXPORT SAFETY AUTHORITY GUIDELINES 
AND MEETS NZ FOOD SAFETY AUTHORITY 

GUIDELINES. 

Please contact Steve 0800 373 747 

info@auckdrum.co.nz     
Visit our website www.auckdrum.co.nz 
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Continued from page 21 

Nicholas Green won the Graeme Clarke cup for the most 

successful queen bee breeder. Rebecca Shoemaker won the 

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies smoker award for effort and 

diligence in beekeeping. 

Steve Caughley won the Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies bursary 

of $200 worth of beekeeping equipment for the highest 

ageregate marks on the apiculture correspondence course. 

Deana Carbett won the Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies bursary 

of $100 worth of beekeeping equipment for the second 

highest aggregate marks on the apiculture correspondence 

course. 

Revision of National Certificates and New unit 

standards 

Following a meeting in Wellington on 7 November 2008 with 

the Agriculture Industry Training Organisation and industry 

representatives, the two national certificates in apiculture 

(Level 2 and 3) have been revised. There are a number of 

new unit standards that have also been developed on the 

following topics: basic introduction to beekeeping, feeding 

beehives, carrying out manual extraction of honey, artificial 

insemination of queen bees, honey grading, creaming and 

packing, risk management programmes for honey houses and 

export certification requirements for bee producers and bee 

products. It is anticipated that the revised national certificates 

and the new unit standards should be on the NZQA website 

by the end of 2009, if not before. 

Queen Bee Rearing book 

The book Queen Bee: Biology, Rearing and Breeding, has 

been reprinted: first print of 200 copies sold out in about 18 

months. The 2009 reprint is being published by Northern Bee 

Books in the UK and 1s being sold in the UK and USA. The 

new reprint is larger in size and has a glossy cover. Copies 

of the new reprint are currently available through Ecroyd 

Beekeeping Supplies and Ceracell Beekeeping Supplies. 

Copies will be available from the author (David Woodward) 

from mid-August. 

Honey house audit 

Prior to the audit, the honey house was painted and the 

extractor and spinner were dismantled and a stainless steel 

barrel and basket arms constructed, respectively. The honey 

house was audited by Marco Gonzalez on 28 April 2009. 

Three non-compliances were identified relating to transfer 

documents and harvest declarations. These documents were 

subsequently updated and the full audit was signed off by 

AsureQuality at the beginning of June. 

Far North beekeeping school 

Telford Rural Polytechnic, NorthTec (Northland Polytechnic) 

and the Te Rarawa iwi have formed an alliance to provide 

beekeeping training to students in the Far North. Several 

meetings over the last six months have been held to finalise 

the training programme. The training will be based at Kaitaia. 
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The anticipated start date of this training is March 2010. It is 

anticipated that the training will be full time and that students 

will be offered the National Certificate in Apiculture Level 2 

and Level 3. Other courses such as Queen Bee Rearing may 

be offered in conjunction with the Level 3 programme. 

Annual Disease Return 

There were 310 hives registered belonging to Telford in the 

annual disease return (ADR) as of 1 June 2009. Two hives 

were detected with AFB (American foulbrood) in hives on 

the campus in October 2008 and March 2009 respectively: 

these hives were subsequently destroyed. 

Disease recognition and competency course 

An AFB disease recognition and competency course (DECA) 

was run on 29 August 2008 with nine participants. Another 

DECA course will be run on 28 August 2009 at Telford. 

NBA Conference 

I attended the NBA conference in Masterton 14-17 July 

2008 and the Rotorua conference from 7—10 June 2009. 

The Rotorua conference included a very interesting tour 

of Comvita and the Arataki Honey extraction and packing 

facility. 

Work experience 

Work experience continues to be an important part of the 

students’ learning. Telford would like to take this opportunity 

to thank the following beekeepers for assisting in providing 

work experience for students in 2008: Carne Clissold (Gore), 

Robert Laird (Gore), Doug Lomax (Te Anau), Blair Dale 

(Middlemarch), Neil Walker (Milton), Frans Laas (Mosgiel), 

Des Gent and Fergus McKenzie (Balclutha), Peter Ward 

(Hawea Flat), James Corson (Glentunnel) and Mark Graham 

(Kaikoura). 

- Dr David Woodward 

Head of Department, Apiculture 

10 July 2009 

  
Telford students, early February 2008: Left to right: Melvin 

Kwon, Maru Hoani Te Uruti, Rebecca Shoemaker, Sarah 

Coppard, Nathaniel Thompson, Nicholas Faherty, Nicholas 

Green. Photo: Dr David Woodward & 
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Australian SHB study trip report 
Part 3—“General beekeeping we've seen” 

“Put another sticky on mate!” It’s hard to imagine hearing 

a phrase like that here in New Zealand in the middle of 

May, especially after the first couple of frosts of the season. 

But as I put pen to paper a honey flow was happening for 

our neighbours across the ditch: Spotted Gum flow to be 

precise. 

That was just one small snippet of information I gleaned 

from my visit to Australia in May 2009. I was lucky 

enough to experience an exciting and educational trip as the 

representative for the Hawke’s Bay region of the NBA. The 

tour took us (14 beekeepers in total) around Eastern Australia 

from Queensland to just north of Canberra then on to Sydney, 

in a 25-seater bus built for comfort. 

The aim of the excursion was to study the Small Hive Beetle 

(SHB) and European foulbrood (EFB), neither of which are in 

New Zealand, and to share our knowledge on varroa, keeping 

in mind the amazing insect the bee. A wealth of information 

was forthcoming from the various establishments we visited, 

which included commercial beekeepers, the University of 

Queensland and the University of Western Sydney, animal 

research institutes, government departments, Steritech, honey 

packers and members of various bee clubs. 

The commercial operations revealed that hives are moved 

four to six times during the season depending on honey flows 

and pollination: hence the reason Bobcats and EZ Y Loader 

hive lifters were on every truck and ute from the north to the 

south. It wasn’t uncommon that apiaries or yard sites had 

more than 100 hives. In state forests, where beekeepers have 

sites, an annual fee of $82 is paid regardless of whether the 

site is used for the season. Sites are located one per square 

mile generally where log dump and load out areas are. This 

is completely different to New Zealand, where hives are 

usually only moved for pollination and are located on farms, 

Department of Conservation and Maori land. 

200 kilograms of honey per hive annually is fairly common. 

Since the incursion of the SHB, honey production has dipped a 

little, particularly in hives that haven’t been managed properly. 

Weak, failing queens or hives without queens were targets of 

SHB, maybe due to a yeast smell. The bees will corral and 

chase the SHB initially, but over time the SHB infiltrates the 

hive and when numbers get too high the bees will abscond, 

leaving the beetles to take over the hive completely. This is 

known as a ‘slime out’: see Figure 1. 

  

DRIWRAP® 
(Formerly WOODLIFE) 

A water-based product which forms a semi-porous protective membrane on the surface of 
wood and acts like a breathable raincoat. Suitable for boxes, weatherboard walls, decks, 
beams and posts. 

Distributors: 

PROCESSING AND JOINERY AGENCIES LTD 
Ph: 06 835 5353 Fax: 06 835 5323 

~ Mob: 027 246 3950 Email: rktaylor @ xtra.co.nz       
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Figure 1. SHB larvae 

Processing plants were very clean as good hygiene is 

paramount. Boxes of combs were stored in chillers to prevent 

SHB larvae pupating. Steritech was busy throughout the year 

irradiating boxes, combs, floors, lids and general beekeeping 

equipment. This was to ensure that diseases such as AFB, 

EFB, wax moth, nosema and SHB were radiated before gear 

was reused. Pallets of equipment would arrive at the radiation 

plant. The pallets would snake through the plant on rollers, 

being radiated at a recommended time and dosage requested 

by the beekeeper. An eerie but fascinating place to visit. 

Figure 2. Scene at a processing plant 

During the spring, splits are made as the SHB isn’t too 

active—the numbers normally dwindle throughout the winter. 

From what I could gather, during the spring rounds an AFB 

check was done along with an EFB blanket treatment, and 

the process was repeated in the autumn. According to some 

queen breeders, EFB shouldn’t be an issue as it is a genetic 

condition and it can be bred out of the operation. Resistance 

to the EFB treatment didn’t seem to be a problem either 

and the residues do not appear to taint the honey. However, 

feeding pollen supplements are attracting beetles to the hive, 

so some different practices are used to get around the problem: 

see Figure 3. 
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Figure 3. Treating for EFB 

Pulling honey is a little different. The full box of honey is 

taken off and an empty box put on over the excluder as all 

hives are run as single brood chambers. A bee escape board is 

then put on top of the empty super, with the full box of honey 

back on top of that. A day or two later, the beekeeper heads 

back to the apiary and takes away the full box of honey less 

bees ready for extraction, which generally happened within 

four or five days after being taken off because of the SHB. 

This procedure seemed to work very well and didn’t seem to 

be an issue with apiaries having large numbers of hives. 

Queen breeding is proving to be an art in dealing with the 

SHB. Beekeepers have a lot of hope with scientists currently 

developing methods to detract the SHB away from the hives. 

For example, hanging something in a tree or something within 

the apiary to attract and kill the beetles, as other methods of 

dealing with them are not proving to be effective. 

As we all know, beekeepers are known for inventing some 

bizarre, crazy but functional pieces of apparatus. Some of 

the SHB traps are quite something: from traps inside the hive, 

underneath the hive, protruding from the hive, the list goes 

on. The most common trap is the AJ Beetle Eater filled with 

oil: see Figure 4. 

  
Figure 4. AJ Beetle eater 
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Several of the evenings were spent with various beekeepers 
discussing varroa and how we deal with it in New Zealand, 
and in turn the Australians described their experiences with the 
SHB and EFB. We concluded that New Zealand beekeepers 
would keep varroa and Australia would keep the SHB and 
EFB, as these are the easiest options to deal with. Beekeepers 
in both countries hope it stays that way for a long, long while 
to come. 

Upon reflection the experience I had in Australia was extremely 
worthwhile. To the Auckland Branch a big thanks, and to 
those that made the time for us in Australia, it was greatly 
appreciated. The information freely passed onto us about the 
SHB and the practices the Australian beekeeping fraternity 
preach was very interesting. The research being done at the 
universities and the Department of Primary Industries was 
extremely fascinating. 

- Damien Ward, Hawke’s Bay study group aH 

representative 
  

Asian bee interception 
update 

As many of you will be aware from Frans Laas’ report in the 
September issue of The New Zealand BeeKeeper, Biosecurity 
New Zealand staff in Auckland intercepted a hive of Apis 
florea (Asian dwarf honey bee) on an imported sea container 
in August. The NBA has since learnt a hive of Apis florea was 
also intercepted in Dunedin on 15 May 2009. 

Tropilaelaps (an Asian bee mite) is sometimes found on Apis 
florea. In these instances, the bees from both hives were 
alcohol washed and no mites were found. 

All bees and comb were destroyed. Because of the absence 
of any mites and no evidence of honey being robbed, no extra 
surveillance is planned. MAF Biosecurity New Zealand 
(MAFBNZ) officials assure the NBA that because both the 
Auckland and Dunedin ports are considered high-risk areas, 
hives close to both ports are targeted in the annual exotic bee 
disease surveillance. 

The Auckland Branch recommends that despite tests finding 
no sign of exotics, all beekeepers in the vicinity of the Ports of 
Auckland should check their hive(s) for the presence of exotics, 
with particular reference to the Tropilaelaps Asian mite, using 
the detection methods as for checking for varroa. 

Many of you will be aware that MAFBNZ recently made 
staff reductions. MAFBNZ officials advised the NBA this 
was due to a reduction in imports (especially of used cars) as 
a result of the current economic climate. Inspection of cargo 
is carried out on a user-pays basis, and decreasing levels of 
imports meant that MAFBNZ has neither the workload nor 
the funds to maintain staff levels in some ports. 

For more information on the interception and Tropilaelaps, 
including images of the mite, please visit www.nba.org. 
nz. If you have any biosecurity concerns please contact the 
NBA immediately on 04 471 6254. Suspect exotic pests and 
diseases should be reported to MAF Biosecurity New Zealand 
on 0800 80 99 66—this number is answered 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 

- Gemma Collier and Daniel Paul, | | 
joint Chief Executive Officers B 
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Let's keep it simple: what’s a CO!? 
For some beekeepers, in the next little while you will be 

receiving a Certificate of Inspection in the post. 

A Certificate of Inspection, or COI, is the first building block 

in having hives inspected for American foulbrood. It is very 

important that hives are inspected: it is compulsory. It is also 

compulsory that the COI forms are completed and returned 

to AsureQuality Limited. 

Why do you have to have a COI? Some beekeepers are 

exempt from completing a COI by entering into an Agreement 

with the Management Agency that shows: 

1. that you can recognise American foulbrood 

2. that you know what to do with it when you find it 

and 

3. how you are going to eliminate it from your hives. 

But let’s go back to the beginning. New Zealand has a 

National Pest Management Strategy for American foulbrood. 

The whole idea—or if you like, the ‘aim of the strategy’—1is 

to rid New Zealand of American foulbrood. 

All beekeepers are required to have their hives inspected 

by a competent person. That could be you, as long as you 

have demonstrated to the Management Agency contractor 

(AsureQuality Limited) that you have been trained sufficiently 

by passing the AFB Disease Recognition and Competency 

test and entering into a Disease Elimination Conformity 

Agreement, known in short as a DECA. You must pass the 

test to have a DECA. Once you have your DECA you are an 

approved beekeeper. (Refer to The New Zealand BeeKeeper, 

April 2009, page 37 for more information. ) 

For all beekeepers, it is important to note that if your hives 

die out, or you sell, barter or give them away that you 

notify AsureQuality Limited, which looks after the Apiary 

Database. This is the only way to have your information 

updated to the database. 

Based on the information that AsureQuality Limited holds 

on their computer system, a Certificate of Inspection will 

be sent to you if you do not have a DECA, yet you have 

beehives registered against your name. If you do not have 

any beehives, then you need to write and tell them why you 

no longer have the hives and what happened to them. 

If you still have your hives and you haven’t got a DECA, 

then you will need to find an approved beekeeper to inspect 

your hives for you. I suggest that if you are not involved in 

a hobby club or an NBA branch that you check page two of 

this journal for an NBA branch near you to find an approved 

beekeeper that lives near you. 

Be prepared to pay for this service. It does cost for an 

inspection, travel time and inspection time. Maybe a better 

suggestion would be to join a hobby club (see page 55) where 

it is likely that a few people in the club will be approved 

beekeepers. 

I must stress that it is very important for the Certificate of 

Inspection to be completed by an approved beekeeper, signed 

and returned to the Management Agency. 

As part of the AFB strategy you are required to return the 

Certificate of Inspection. In the past beekeepers have let us 

down by not doing this, and the Management Agency are 

now more actively pursuing outstanding Certificates. 

Please help us to adhere to the strategy and not put additional 

costs onto the strategy by having to chase up on these. If you 

do not understand your obligations, then talk to AsureQuality 

Limited. 

- Fiona O’Brien B 

  

Private Bag 3080, Hamilton, NEW ZEALAND 

Phone 64 7 850 2800 Fax 647 850 2801 

  

ie Asure Quality 

  

AsureQuality Limited contact information 
Apiculture Officers AsureQuality Limited 

Murray Reid Hamilton Phone (07) 850 2881 Fax (07) 8502801 = Mobile (021) 972 858 Email reidm@asurequality.com 

Byron Taylor Hamilton Phone (07) 850 2867 Fax (07) 8502801 = Mobile (021) 918 400 Email taylorby@asurequality.com 

Tony Roper Christchurch Phone (03) 358 1835 Fax (03) 358 6222 Mobile (021) 283 1829 Email ropert@asurequality.com 

Marco Gonzalez Christchurch Phone (03) 358 1937 Fax (03) 358 6222 Mobile (021) 951 625 Email gonzalezm@asurequality.com 

Registrars of Apiaries AsureQuality Limited 

Bob Derry Registrar, Hamilton Phone (07) 850 2837 Fax (07) 850 2801 Email derryb@asurequality.com 

Margaret Roper _ Registrar, Christchurch Phone (03) 358 1717 Fax (03) 358 6222 Email roperm@asurequality.com 

  

26 New Zealand BeeKeeper October 2009



t
 

Bee swarms 
and wasp nests 
any housewives are terrified when a swarm of bees 

comes filling the air, flying everywhere. It is worse 

when they form a ‘hive’ right next to the entrance 

of a house. Another favourite bee destination is to appear in 

a fireplace after deciding that a chimney top is a good place 

to settle. These swarm clusters are always the “biggest” that 

have ever been seen. 

Swarms are most commonly found on a branch of a garden 

tree. When this happens, it is easy to shake the bees into a 

box for removal to a hive. It is a fascinating experience to 

dump a box of bees at the entrance of a prepared hive and 

to watch them troop in. A prepared hive is one with some 

drawn comb, some foundation frames and, if available, a 

frame of brood from another hive. These new inhabitants 

may require sugar feeding if there are not many nectar or 

pollen sources available. 

Later in the season, keen gardeners disturb wasp nests when 

they are trimming back overgrowing shrubs or hedges. 

Another place where wasps fly in and out is a rock or block 

wall with gaps facing into the warm sun. 
a ~~” & + & a 

> 
age at i ea a 

. ot i : ae SA ae 

a ee UN 
a ae ie a. ok $ . 
Sees 2 : § ae ie “ are. 4 

* a) a 
it Pee 

Aree CS Bs 

3 ae 

Mase bd 

  
A swarm recovered early in 2009 by Craig Tunzelmann. 

Photo: Craig Tunzelmann. 

Here in Hawke’s Bay none of these incidents is a problem, 

as the branch has established a roster of beekeepers covering 

the area and willing to respond to these distress calls. There 

is likely to be a small charge to cover the respondent’s time 

and vehicle costs; but early in the season, swarms are a good 

way to replace hives that have been lost through the winter. 

Of course it is beneficial to replace these swarm queens at 

the earliest opportunity, as they are usually the old queens of 

the original source hives. Some also say that the progeny of 

swarms are liable to be candidates for further swarming. 

In August a list of these apiarists is posted to all those 

establishments that are likely to receive calls from 

homeowners or businesses. August is not too early to renew 

this post-out: this year, two swarm calls were received at the 

end of August. 

Happy swarm collecting and beekeeping. 

- Ron Morison 
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DISCOUNTS 
On all 5 Models 
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$ 4 SS 
97 \e 8 a ee ire 

we? Package Deal 
QuickLift 220 Crane 

Max Lift 2.1ton, 5m Reach lifting 390kg, 
- Stabiliser legs, - Baseframe, 

- Handy Radio remote, - Warranty 

RRP $19383.00+GST 
For a Limited Time Now Only 

$16475.55+GST 

    

        
       

    

Call now to secure your discount 

0800 60 60 61 
Custom built 

Beekeeper Pallet forks 

®\Compact 800mm 
“Extends to 1200 

  

  

    

World leading brand 

Scanreco Radio Remotes 

For Precision operation when loading and 

unloading; with speed and accuracy 
Choose from: _2@4 

  

‘Executive’ 
fully proportional 

paddle leaver style 
Multi function at one time 

‘Handy’ 
Proportional button style 

1 Function at one time 

      Designed and supplied by 

RUCK & CRANE © 0800 GO 6O ¢ 
“Your Crane Truck People” e: info@waimea.co.nz w: www.waimea.co.nz 
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Reported incidence of AFB, 
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BeeLine Supplies 

Suppliers to the Beekeeping Industry 

Phone: (03) 488-0151 Fax: (03) 488-0152, After Hours: (03) 488-0151 
Email: beelinesupplies@xtra.co.nz 

45 Elwyn Crescent, Green Island Dunedin 

  

Southern Cross Plastic Frames 
FD 33 and 35mm end bars. “% 35 and modified Manley style. 

Drop shipments available in Christchurch. 
Sugar ex. Store in Dunedin, Christchurch and Nelson 

SUPPLIERS OF: 

Apistan (The world’s most used Varroa control) used in over 50 Countries 

Apigard in stock can be used in Organic Hives 

Boxes all sizes and grades, kit set and assembled (with screws) 

Floors   

    
    

Hive mats standard and heavy duty Z 

Queen excluders metal and plastic . 

Suits O ‘ J 

Smokers ” 2 7 

Hive tools i AL LAN CE 

Metal lids 5 QUALITY 

Wooden frames & | BEEKEEPERS 
Plastic frames — WOODWARE   

Extractors large sizes for the commercial beekeeper. 

Uncapping machines 

Honey pumps complete with motor and gearbox. We can have these built to 

suit your needs. 

Varroa style mesh floors 

For hobbyist beekeeper 

Extractors 

2 frame - 3 frame - 4 frame. Some fitted with honey tank and sieve 

4 frame with Brake 

4 frame models have metal enclosed gearboxes 

Assembled hives - boxes - Varroa mesh floors 

Ready to use boxes with either wooden frames with wax foundation 

Or plastic frames coated with beeswax. Note boxes and floors need 

painting. 
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Biosecurity (National American Foulbrood Pest Management Strategy) Order 1998 

AFB Reporting and Destruction 

Form 

7 Day notification to the Management Agency, of a case(s) of American foulbrood 
  

  

  

    

    

  

  

  

North Island notifications to be returned to: South Island notifications to be returned to: 

Byron Taylor or Murray Reid, AsureQuality Limited Tony Roper or Marco Gonzalez, AsureQuality Limited 

Private Bag 3080 Private Bag 4718 

Hamilton Christchurch 

Beekeeper Name (print): Beekeeper Registration Code: 

Company Name: 

Postal Address: 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: Fax: 

Mobile Phone: E-mail: 

MAF Apiary Number: Date found: 

Grid Reference: Date destroyed: 

Number of Hives with AFB: Was the hive(s) a “robbed out hive’?   

Name of Land owner or Occupier 
  

Property Name if applicable 
  

Address of property (street/road and number) 
  

Possible source of infection: 

  

BEEKEEPER’S STATEMENT — AFB DESTRUCTION 

I certify that an American foulbrood case(s) was discovered in a beehive(s) as listed above, and that these honey bees and 

the associated bee products and equipment have been, within 7 days of my becoming aware of the case(s), reported to the 

Management Agency and have now been destroyed or dealt with in accordance with my DECA. 

    

Beekeeper s Signature Reporting Date 

Notes: Biosecurity (National American Foulbrood Pest Management Strategy) Order 1998: 

Clause 26. Notification of American foulbrood— 

(1) Where an American foulbrood case is discovered in a beehive, the person in charge of the keeping of the honey bees must, within 7 days 

of becoming aware of the case, notify the management agency and the beekeeper, in writing, of the American foulbrood case. 

(2) A breach of this rule, without reasonable excuse, is an offence under section 154(q) of the Act. 

Clause 28. Obligation of beekeeper to destroy honey bees and materials— 

(1) Where an American foulbrood case is discovered in a beehive, the beekeeper who owns that beehive must, within 7 days of becoming 

aware of that case, destroy by burning all honey bees, bee products, and appliances associated with that honey bee colony unless directed 

otherwise by an authorised person. 

(2) The provisions of this clause do not apply to— 

(a) A beekeeper who is acting in accordance with the relevant provision of a Disease Elimination Conformity Agreement between the 

beekeeper and the management agency; or | 

(b) A person acting in accordance with a permission, regulation, or authorisation provided for in sections 52 or 53 of the Act; or 

(c) A person acting in accordance with an exemption given under clause 30. 

  

    
Office use only: Update Beekeeper details (_ ) Lab report authorised ( ) N/A 

Signed: Receipt notice sent to Beekeeper (_ ) Rob out notice issued ( ) N/A 

Date: Follow up with beekeeper ( ) N/A Date: 
  

Amended September 2008 
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ComagAgencies Ltd Do you have UMF Manuka? 
(Est 1975) 

  

Are you EU export compliant? 

Then we want your honey! ae ae 
Specializing in the distribution of: 

PET Bottles, Jars & Closures 

Plastic Containers 

Trigger Bottles 

Trig Paks 

Flagons 

Jerry Cans 

Tamper Evident Closures 

Flip Top, Oil & Cap Closures 

Trigger Sprayers 

Dispenser Pumps 

Pressure Sprayers 

Baby Bottles 

Cosmetic Jars & Lids 

Max Tapener Vine Tying Machines 

Max Tape & Products         
www.comag.co.nzZ enquiries@comag.co.nz 

Call Peter: 021 560 887 Ph 09 5795186 Fax 09 5798769   
    
  

SEATON 

VALLEY 

QUEEN 

BEES 

       

Order Now 

Don’t be disappointed 

PAPEL A ER RIC Seanad oe CAB CEN ONE ENS, es avn eo 

S.V.0.B. 1992 Mitsubishi Canter, GVM 9900kg. 
: Hive Loader, Tail Gate Lifter, 

Matt Davidson excellent condition, 

SEATON VALLEY great for moving hives. 
NELSON $8000.00 plus GST 

Contact: 

Mobile 0274 323 634 . 03 324 3666 
: or email: jrdreaver@xtra.co.nz               
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A closer look: AFB spores and vegetative rods 
Clarence H. Collison and Audrey B. Sheridan 

Mississippi State University, USA 

merican foulbrood (AFB) is a widespread disease 

A: honey bee larvae caused by the spore-forming 

bacterlum Paenibacillus larvae subsp. larvae 

(formerly known as Bacillus larvae). Spores are the infectious 

stage, and shortly after being ingested, they germinate into 

vegetative rods in the midgut. The rods then migrate into the 

hemolymph (blood), where they cause septicemia and death of 

the larval host. Spores are resistant to desiccation, radiation, 

high temperatures and disinfectants; therefore only the 

vegetative stage of P. /. larvae can be successfully controlled 

with antibiotics. While older larvae have physiological 

characteristics that slow or even prevent septicemia from 

occurring (Alippi 1999), individual larvae that ingest as few as 

10 spores before they are 24 hours old will not recuperate once 

infected. After a larva has succumbed, the bacteria sporulate 

in the decaying corpse, which becomes characteristically 

brown and mucilaginous (Shimanuki 1997). Finally, the larva 

desiccates, leaving a dark scale on the bottom side of the cell. 

The scale contains millions of P. 1. larvae spores, which re- 

enter the cycle when they are picked up by house-cleaning 

bees. It is known that large numbers of spores are required to 

establish infections in honey bee colonies and it has also been 

shown that colonies can maintain relatively large numbers of 

spores over several seasons without manifesting any clinical 

symptoms of AFB. In order to understand the epidemiology 

of the disease, it is important to understand the distribution 

and virulence of spores within the honey bee population and 

hive, and the susceptibility of the vegetative rods to various 

treatments. 

Lindstrém (2008) studied the distribution of P. /. larvae spores 

among adult honey bees taken from different parts of eight 

clinically diseased colonies and found that the spores were 

not randomly distributed among the bees. Some bees had 

much higher spore loads than others and as the proportion 

of contaminated bees increased, the number of spores from 

each positive bee also increased. The data also demonstrated 

a relationship between the number of clinically diseased 

cells and the proportion of spore-positive bees in individual 

colonies. 

The impact of spores among larvae of different castes is also 

of interest. An early study compared queen, worker, and drone 

honey bee larvae of similar ages and genotypes by giving them, 

in their food, continuous dosages of either water-suspended P. 

|. larvae spores, or water only. The spore treatment resulted 

in about 93% mortality of female larvae reared as queens, 

82% mortality of those reared as workers, and 68% mortality 

of the male (drone) larvae. Control (water only) treatment 

mortality was less than 5% for each caste. The differences 

in resistance between castes were attributed to differences in 

the food supplied by adult bees to the larvae (Rinderer and 

Rothenbuhler 1969). 

Regardless of the density of spores within a colony, adult bees 

that transfer the spores and have close contact with larvae 

never seem to become infected (Crailsheim and Riessberger- 

Gallé 2001). Furthermore, not all larvae that are fed spores 
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develop infection. Crailsheim and Riessberger-Gallé (2001) 

investigated resistance to P. /. larvae in various larval stages 

and in adults of different ages. Substances inhibiting the 

growth of P. /. larvae were demonstrated in 4 day-old larvae 

and to a lesser extent in 1 day-old larvae. No such substances 

were shown in 6 day-old larvae. Extracts of adult bee midguts 

generally produced a greater inhibition of bacterial growth 

than did extracts of larval midguts. It was also discovered that 

the midguts of 8 day-old adult bees showed a greater bacterial 

growth-inhibiting potential than midguts of freshly emerged 

adult bees or foragers. 

Riessberger-Gallé et al. (2001) further studied the influence 

of the adult honey bee midgut on spore germination and 

vegetative growth of P. 1. larvae. Two groups of workers likely 

to have large numbers of spores in their gastrointestinal tracts 

were studied: middle-aged bees, which are known to remove 

or cannibalize dead larvae and clean brood cells, and winter 

bees which do not have frequent chances to defecate. They 

found that the midgut extract from winter bees and middle- 

aged bees of different colonies almost completely inhibited the 

growth of the vegetative stage of P. |. larvae and suppressed the 

germination of spores. The inhibiting substance or substances 

from the adult midgut are very temperature stable: they 

maintain about 60 percent of their growth inhibiting capacity 

after being held at 125° C (257° F.) for 15 minutes. 

The observations of Riessberger-Gallé et al. (2001) were 

supported by an earlier study, wherein the ingestion of 

large numbers of spores over time by adult honey bees of 

three different genetic stocks did not produce observable 

pathological effects (Wilson 1971). Dissection and 

microscopical examination revealed spores abundantly 

present in the alimentary canal, but no vegetative rods were 

found in either the canal (with two possible exceptions) or 

the hemolymph. The recovery of spores from the three major 

gut regions of adult worker bees (foregut, midgut, hindgut) 

showed that 4 minutes after spore ingestion the main spore 

concentration was located in the foregut. After 40 minutes 

a majority of the spores were in the midgut, where they 

remained for more than 6.67 hrs. After 2.78 days most spores 

had passed into the hindgut. Spores remained viable in the 

alimentary canal for a period of at least 27.8 days. Viability 

was demonstrated through the growth of bacterial colonies 

in solid yeast-starch medium. When fed to young honey 

bee larvae, these spores proved to be infectious and caused 

American foulbrood disease. 

The pathological consequences of artificially introducing 

P. I. larvae spores into the hemolymph of adult bees were 

investigated by injecting the spores into the thorax of 

worker bees. A majority of the spore-injected adults died 

in less than 2.54 days, whereas most water-injected bees 

lived 5.92 days or longer. A statistical analysis of longevity 

data demonstrated not only a significant difference between 

spore- and water-injected groups, but also that the pathogen 

reduced the life span of three genetic stocks of bees to an 

equal level, even though genetic differences in longevity 

exists (Wilson and Rothenbuhler 1968). Upon dissection of 

the dead bees, single vegetative rods and long chains of rods 

Continued on page 35 
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Why? 

  

BAYVAROL* 
NZ’s No 1 VARROA TREATMENT 
  

it's highly effective (up to over 99% efficacy) 

it's the easiest to use (rigid strips - no curling) 

it's very safe to use (very important - 

especially for staff) 

it has twice the contact area (4 strips per 

brood chamber) 

very kind to beeswax, propolis & comb honey 

very gentle on queen bees & nucs 

it can be used during the honey flow if required 

strips have a 5 year expiry date from date of 

manufacture 

We'd strongly recommend that you use Bayvarol® as 

  

     

  

still unquestionably 
New Zealand's 

best overall Varroa 
treatment. 

     

    

one of your alternate treatments and Thymovar® as the other. 

      

  

Current prices as at October 2009 

20 to 96 strips $1.98 + GST each 
100 to 796 strips $1.85+ GST each 

800 to 8800 strips $1.48 + GST each 
9600 plus strips $1.43 + GST each 

   Bayvarol is New 

Zealand's most popular 

Varroa treatment, for 

very good reason. 

  

    
    

  

    
  

Packets contain 20 strips, cartons contain 800 strips. For orders of up to 100 strips 

please add $6 incl. GST for freight. Orders of 100 strips or more are despatched freight 

free to anywhere in New Zealand. Payment is required prior to despatch by Visa, 

M/Card, Cheque or Electronic Banking. 
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1 

For any enquiries or orders, please phone 03 358 7498 or 

email: Bayvarol@beehealthy.co.nz 
Bayvarol ® - Registered trademark of Bayer AG Germany - Approved under the Animal 

  

  

   

  

Products (Ancillary and Transitional Provisions) Act 1999 

RES 

Sys 
www.ecroyd.com 

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd 
Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment 

Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products 

    
www.beehealthy.co.nz 
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Continued from page 33 

were observed in spore-inoculated bees, thus demonstrating 

not only spore germination but also bacterial multiplication in 

the hemolymph. Water-injected bees remained pathogen-free. 

When spores were injected into the abdominal hemolymph 

above the dorsal diaphragm, vegetative rods were recovered 

in samples of thoracic hemolymph. Clearly, cells of this 

pathogen were transported via the circulatory system of adult 

bees from one region of the body to another. Both abdominal 

and thoracic injections of P. /. larvae spores produced a 

general septicemia in adult bees. Spores were recovered in 

the hemolymph of only one adult bee out of 115 bees given 

thoracic and abdominal injections of spores (Wilson and 

Rothenbuhler 1968). 

Within-colony transmission of P. /. larvae spores was 

studied by giving a spore-contaminated honey comb, or a 

comb containing 100 larvae killed by American foulbrood, 

to experimental colonies (Lindstrém et al. 2008). The 

impact of the two treatments on spore loads in adult bees, 

honey, and on larval mortality was determined by culturing 

spores in samples of adult bees and honey, and by measuring 

larval survival. The results demonstrated a direct effect of 

treatment on spore levels in adult bees and honey, as well as 

on larval mortality. Colonies treated with dead larvae showed 

immediate high spore levels in adult bee samples; colonies 

treated with contaminated honey showed a comparable spore 

load, but spore-spread was delayed until the bees started to 

utilize the honey at the end of the flight season. During the 

winter, there was a build up of spores in the adult bees, which 

may have increased the risk for infection the following spring. 

The results confirmed that contaminated honey can act as 

an environmental reservoir of P. /. larvae spores. They also 

      

  
  
   
      

  

   

  

   

  

    

  

     

Beehive Boxes | 
Full Depth 
34, Depth 

Top-feeders 
Beehive Floors 
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Tanalised® Ecowood™ 
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nnicliffe's 

suggested that fewer spores may be needed in honey than in 

diseased brood to produce clinically diseased colonies. The 

spore load in adult bee samples was significantly related to 

larval mortality, but the spore load of honey samples was 

not. 

The transmission of AFB disease can occur by two principal 

means: vertical transmission (parent to daughter colony) and 

horizontal transmission (between unrelated colonies). Fries 

et al. (2006) studied the rate of vertical transmission of P. /. 

larvae in swarming colonies by culturing the spores from 

several samples of adult bees. The results demonstrated 

vertical pathogen transmission to daughter swarms, however, 

the spore density declined over time in both mother colonies 

and daughter swarms when mother colonies did not exhibit 

clinical disease symptoms. Robbing is considered to be of 

major importance to the horizontal transmission of AFB, 

but although it is widely recognized that honey will retain 

spores of P Jarvae, and that inter-colony transmission of 

spores in contaminated honey does occur during robbing, the 

relative importance of contaminated honey for intra-colony 

transmission of spores remains unknown. An artificial form of 

horizontal transmission occurs through the inadvertent shifting 

of brood combs containing remains of infected larvae (scales) 

that have succumbed to AFB. Beekeepers must be aware 

that contaminated honey can be transmitted either by shifting 

extracted or unextracted honey combs between colonies. 

Another potential source of AFB transmission would be from 

package bees that contain either infected workers or queens. 

When adult workers are taken from a diseased colony, they 

carry spores with them. Pankiw and Corner (1966) found that 

brood became diseased with AFB in 6 weeks when these spore 

ted 

NEW 
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Bee Woodware 
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High durability 
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chemical 
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Call us free on 0800 657 934 
Visit our website: www. tunnicliffes.co.nz 

37 Kowhai Ave, PO BOX 54, Edgecumbe, Fax 07 304 8208 
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carrying workers were introduced into a colony. Viable spores 

have also been recovered from the alimentary tract of adult 

worker honey bees from | to 19 days after they had attended 

spore-fed adult queens. Recovery of the spores from the 

worker guts implies that the queens released the spores with 

their feces, and the feces were eaten by the workers as they 

removed her excrement (Bitner et al. 1972). If bees cannot 

defecate outside the hive and rely solely on the honey stores 

for food, there is a buildup of fecal matter mixed with P. /. 

larvae spores in the rectum of adult bees, and such spores 

remain viable (Bitner et al. 1972). If bees defecate inside 

the hive, spores are released into the hive environment. This 

likely increases the risk of larval infection due to a more 

spore-contaminated environment. 

Currently the only treatment for AFB is antibiotics (Terramycin, 

Tylan). Recently, genetic research has demonstrated that some 

bees have a naturally-occurring immune defense against the 

vegetative form of P. /. larvae, which is inherited through the 

maternal line and marked by the production of the protein 

abaecin in both larvae and adults (Decanini et al. 2007). 

Other researchers have examined the potential antimicrobial 

effects of essential oils against the vegetative stage of P. /. 

larvae. Among those tested: thyme, lemongrass and cinnamon 

oil showed significant antibacterial effects on P. /. larvae 

(Gende et al. 2008, Fuselli et al. 2005, Alippi et al. 1996). 

These discoveries may lead to the development of alternative 

treatments to the current antibiotics, which are in danger of 

losing their potency against resistant mutations of the P /. 

larvae strains. 
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Commentary: New Zealand conditions 

Radiation is extensively used in Australia but must 

be at 15 rads. 

Antibiotics are not permitted to be used in New 

Zealand. AFB-infected hives must be destroyed by fire 

unless an alternative method is listed in your DECA.       
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From the colonies 
Auckland Branch 

Many of you will have heard or read about the Asian dwarf 

honey bee (Apis florea) incursion in the Auckland area in 

August. 

The Auckland Branch recommends that despite tests finding 

no sign of exotics, all beekeepers in the vicinity of the Ports 

of Auckland should check their hive(s) for the presence of 

exotics, with particular reference to the Tropilaelaps Asian 

mite, using the detection methods as for checking for varroa. 

Ata breeding rate of 25:1 as compared to varroa, Tropilaelaps 

would become established quickly. 

- lan Browning, Branch President and Bob Russell, Branch 

Secretary 

Waikato Branch 

During the winter months I have been going along to my 

children’s combined martial arts class to give them some 

encouragement. These classes have proven their worth by 

increasing my bee dodging speed and staying power. 

This month has really flown by. Last report I mentioned that it 

was the start of the busy season, and that’s what has happened. 

We are seeing spring queen raising starting, and some early 

nectar flows and plenty of pollen from the remnants of the 

gorse and willows. 

I have had reports of strong hives coming though the winter 

and with it the fear that if the good weather continues we might 

have an early swarming season. 

The announcement from MAF regarding the honey imports 1s 

a bit suspicious; whilst they acknowledge the import standard 

needs further work, they seem to be pushing forward with 

reinforcing the standard. 

- Stephen Black 

Bay of Plenty Branch 

As I write this report, spring has most assuredly sprung and 

it appears to have arrived a bit earlier than in previous years. 

We have had a colder, wetter winter but the first part of August 

was wet and warm. So far September has been fine and hot 

with rain for the first time today. 

Beekeepers are busy completing their first round of hive 

checking and beehives have come through the winter in very 

good condition. They are strong for the time of the year, which 

is good because gold kiwifruit is budding up early this year, 

so pollination for gold and avocados will begin most likely at 

the end of September or first week of October. 

At our last branch meeting the varroa mite was discussed and 

no sign of resistance was reported. Sure, the odd hive in the 

odd apiary may have mites, but this has been put down to such 

hives missing their treatment in the autumn, or from reinvasion 

due to a high swarming spring last year. These are easily dealt 
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with using a synthetic pyrethroid treatment. After returning a 

few weeks later, voila, no mites! Resistance is no doubt going 

to happen, but when and where is the big question. When it 

does, I for one would like it verified by Dr Mark Goodwin or 

some other reliable source instead of Chinese whispers fanned 

on by vested interests. In the past a lot of beekeepers have 

lost money, time and hives because of bad advice. 

At the branch meeting there was a report of two beekeepers 

having hives stolen. This may have been fuelled by the recent 

programme on TV One’s Close Up, stating that manuka 

honey is retailing overseas for $200 a jar. This gives a 

false impression that there is big, easy money to be made in 

beekeeping. As a producer and exporter of manuka honey 

these figures are ridiculous and are certainly not what the 

producer gets. Unfortunately the thieves and some farmers 

often believe the media reports, so beekeepers may need to 

dig deeper into their pockets to pay higher rents for their 

manuka sites. 

Rex Baynes also gave a very good update on the AFB NPMS. 

The BOP branch has formed a PMS sub-committee to liaise 

with the Management Agency with the aims of improving buy- 

in of the strategy from beekeepers in the BOP region, reducing 

AFB and facilitating helicopter surveillance. Beekeepers who 

are not compliant with unregistered apiaries may need to look 

upward when the helicopter comes to take GPS readings of 

their apiary sites. On the bright side, they may have saved 

$10.50 per site, but stand to lose thousands if their honey being 

exported is stopped due to false harvest declarations. 

The BOP branch has had a very busy year, hosting a successful 

NBA annual conference in Rotorua and continues to receive 

complimentary comments regarding this. We were happy to 

play our part in hosting the conference, as a strong NBA means 

a strong industry, and a strong industry is good for every New 

Zealand beekeeping business. 

- Neil Mossop 

Executive Member 

Poverty Bay Branch 

Hi all, I hope all is well and the warm spring has been 

continuing. Spring on the East Coast was three weeks 

early, with the willow also flowering three weeks early. As 

a beekeeper I call it spring when the willow flowers and 

the bees rip into action. The weather has been perfect for 

spring build-up, with swarm cells found around 8 September; 

something that never would have occurred pre-varroa due to 

the feral hives. 

I mention this as something to look forward to for the 

Mainlanders. The hives all seem in good condition. The East 

Coast is looking like having another drought year: 23 degrees 

in early September is making for hot beekeeping work, as it 

is already dry after a long cold winter. Ken Ring, the ‘moon 

man’, has been very close for his predictions about August/ 

September but talks of a cool, possibly wet November. This 

is not good for the main honey flow, but we’ ll see. 

No sign of AFB anywhere this spring. I know this is a bit 

late to comment on by the time you read this, but remember 
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or try to alternate your varroa treatments—not just chemical 

strips but thymol products as well. 

I see the Government is going on with this emissions trading 

scheme (ETS), which in my opinion is not going to be good 

for this country. I also read Ian Wishart’s book Air Con, as it 

is an important book about the implications and the scam of 

these carbon credits. For example, why are pine trees up for 

carbon credits and not native bush? Not only that, we are not 

affecting the weather or CO2. Please check out this web page 

as well: www.climaterealists.org.nz. Thank you, and please 

do take the time to investigate this issue, as this will cost our 

country $6 billion a year if we go down the ETS road. 

- Don Simm, Branch President 

Hawke’s Bay Branch 

I recently attended a meeting at Plant and Food Research 

Ruakura in Hamilton. The meeting was to discuss beekeeping 

funding and research. It’s just as well that we have some 

wonderful dedicated brains working for us, as some of the 

new ideas they have for selecting varroa-tolerant bees seem 

to me more like science fiction than science. I have a rough 

grasp of what they are intending to do and as a beekeeper 

fully appreciate how being able to select queens and drones 

for their varroa tolerance by sending in a small piece of wing 

will make the selection process quicker with better results. 

I’m just glad it’s not me having to do all the thinking and 

practical work to get this project completed. 

Dr Mark Goodwin and his team are having success with their 

varroa-tolerant bees but they do not have all the answers yet, 

which brings me to my next subject. Overseas, varroa mites 

have shown resistance to all chemicals used against them. So 

far there is no sign of this occurring in New Zealand, but we 

are very lucky it hasn’t. Every beekeeper at the meeting had 

horror stories of inspecting hives where treatment strips had 

been left in the hives for prolonged periods, sometimes years. 

It will only take one resistant varroa mite. What you do with 

your hives could result in the destruction of the beekeeping 

horticultural and agricultural industries in New Zealand. The 

products we have available now are very good and we all must 

do what we can to keep them effective until the glorious day 

when we can stop treating hives altogether. 

Spring has come early in the Bay and fruit trees seem to be 

flowering about 10 days earlier than normal. Most reports I 

have had say that hives are generally in good order, although 

there are the normal number of drone layers and dud queens 

we have come to expect since varroa. There have been some 

nice days with plenty of pollen coming in and a lot of brood 

in the hives. 

- John Berry, Branch President 

Southern North Island Branch 

Southern North Island Branch field day 

Saturday 17 October 2009 

at Gary Sinkinson’s, 189 Reid Line East, Feilding 

Starts 10am: $5 per person, $10 per family 

NBA members: no charge—show your card 

Inter-club competition in the afternoon 
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Canterbury Branch 

Spring is well under way down here and the colonies are 
in good condition. On the first round I thought that I had 
had an excellent autumn queen mating, but getting into the 
second round not all was as well as I first thought. Testing 
didn’t reveal mites, so I think it was the cool wet weather in 
the last week of February and the first two weeks of March. 
Cold comfort can be taken from the fact that last time this 
happened, I had a mountain of extra spring work but I had 
my best season ever; here’s hoping anyway. 

Varroa is now a fact of life and seems to dominate any 
conversation when more than two beekeepers meet on the side 
of the road. We’re looking forward to getting through the first 
couple of years (hopefully) and then being only responsible for 
homegrown mites. This invasion phase is a real worry. 

Early inquiries from overseas seem to indicate that there is a 
shortage of white honey in the world at present: prices seem to 
be firming even while the New Zealand dollar is strengthening. 
It’s best to talk to other beekeepers and keep in the loop; 
no reason to sell your crop for less than your neighbour’s. 
During the next few years we are going to need every cent 
we can generate to stay in business, especially if the majority 
of your income comes from honey. The way that farm gate 
prices for specialist crops are fluctuating both up and down, 
there may well be more beekeepers needing good production 
sites in the near future. 

AFB Recognition and Competency course date 

Jeff Chandler, AFB co-ordinator for the Christchurch 
Hobbyist Club, is running an AFB Recognition and 
Competency (DECA) course on Saturday, 13 February 2010 
in Christchurch. Please telephone 03 980 5375 as soon as 
possible to confirm a place. 

All the best for the coming season. 

- Brian Lancaster, Branch President 

Otago Branch 

As I write it is mid-September and spring is early and warm 
to say the least: great for building up colonies after a pretty 
cold winter. What it all means for the season ahead remains 
to be seen but some early swarms seem likely. Otago has had 
less than normal winter rainfall and even though it is nice to 
have warm and dry weather now, we will need a few good 
rains soon. 

This sudden return to warmer weather has beekeepers 
scrambling to get around hives and get colonies into 
pollination before the blossoms. Some hives will be filling up 
with willow this week if the nor’westers settle down. 

A number of Central Otago beekeepers met recently to finalise 
plans for a local AFB eradication programme. Led by the AFB 
NPMS manager Rex Baynes, the pilot project will endeavour 
to create an AFB-free zone in Central over the next year or two. 
If this succeeds as we believe it can, it will be expanded further 
into Otago and Southland. With varroa still perhaps a year 
or two away the timing is good. Working together to combat 
AFB meanwhile will assist in the future when coordinated 
varroa treatment will be required. 

Good luck with the season ahead. 

- Peter Sales, Branch Secretary dS 
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Annual Disease Return statistics 
The Management Agency is pleased to report that as at 16 September 2009 there is an 88% ADR compliance rate. This is due to 

some hard follow-up work from both staff at AsureQuality Limited and from within the Management Agency. 

AFB percentage levels are down to 0.27% from 2008. This is especially pleasing given the increase in ADR compliance (greater 

level of reporting), and would suggest a greater appreciation by beekeepers in the need to report. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

                        

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Percentage of beekeepers with a DECA 60% 62% 69% 72% 72% 75% 79% 79% 79% 59% 

Percentage of DECA-approved beekeepers 
who have completed the competency ## ## ## ## ## 43% 45% 49% 62% 100% 

exam 

ADR compliance (by 15 June) HH ## ## HF HH 41% 65% 61% 73% 71% 

ADR compliance (best for year) 85% 70% 75% 70% 79% 82% 84% 83% 91% 88% 

Certificate of Inspection (COI) compliance ## 34% 47% 8% H# 14% 18% 22% 30% 29% 

AFB percentage levels 0.43% 0.46% 0.48% 0.34% 0.30% 0.26% 0.32% 0.30% 0.32% 0.27%   
  

Statistics courtesy of AsureQuality Limited. Note: ## denotes figures not available. 

Recognising AFB is crucial. The earlier you can detect 
it, the earlier you can deal with the hive(s). Undetected 
AFB can cause all sorts of problems; e.g., if the hive is 

robbed out, you will start soreading AFB to your other 

hives in the apiary, and ultimately into the foraging area 

& 
  

POLYSTYRENE MATING NUCS 
Easy to use ¢ Cost effective « Proven results 

1-100 $12.00 plus GST 100+ $11.00 plus GST 

Phone Steve, Apiflora NZ Ltd 

07 543 0984 027 4923 937 for bees located around your hives. 

+ TOUGH TESTED r 1 

TIEDOWNS 
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Proudly Made in NZ 
for over 25 Years. 

Customised BeeKeepers Tiedowns 

AEROFAST have developed a range of tiedowns ideal for Keeping your hives in place and in one piece. 

AEROFAST products are manufactured to strict quality requirements using UV treated Polypropylene yarn 

ensuring years of usage. 

AEROFAST has the ability to weave customers’ names into the webbing. A minimum of 100m of webbing 

(for example 25 x 4m length tiedowns) is all that is required to have your name or company name in the 

webbing of your product. This will reduce the risk of the tiedowns ‘going missing’. 

Spring Clip 

AEROFAST is able to manufacture tiedowns in a range of colours and to any length required with a range 
of tensioning devices to best suit your needs. 

Please contact us to discuss how we can meet your requirements. 

| Tee 

Contact us by phone, email or fax: 

Ph 03 376 4028 / tiedowns@aerofast.co.nz / Fax 03 376 4029 
Plastic Buckle 

www.aerofast.co.nz   
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  Stainless Steel Mesh 

for Managing and Monitoring 

Varroa Mite in Bee Hives 

A corrosion resistant, long-life product   
The MAF guide for New Zealand beekeepers “Control of Varroa” recommends the use of 
mesh bottom boards in beehives to increase varroa mite mortality and reduce the likelihood 
of bee re-infestation. 

  

  

Stainless steel (ss304) woven mesh options: 

Grade 8 mesh x 0.7mm wire 
1m wide x 30m long rolls 

(net hole size is approximately 2.5mm) 

Grade 6 mesh x 0.8mm wire 
1m wide x 30m long rolls 

(net hole size is approximately 3.4mm) 

10% deposit required with order 

Current prices available from info@xcluder.co.nz 

  

Grade 6 mesh stainless steel 

  

Note: 
Consignments are delivered to New 
Zealand every ten weeks. Order 
early to ensure availability.         

    The Xcluder Pest Proof Fencing Company has provided high quality proven pest exclusion solutions 

for conservation and commercial projects throughout New Zealand for 10 years. Xcluder purchases 

  

high volumes of quality mesh from established mesh manufacturers in China and can therefore pur- 
chase regular mesh supplies at highly competitive prices. 

  

  

  

Post/Fax/Emaill orders to. 

Xcluder Pest Proof Fencing Company 
99 Sala Street 
PO Box 7135 
Te Ngae 
Rotorua 3042 

Phone 07 349 4505 
Fax 07 343 9018 
Email info@xcluder.co.nz 

For more information please contact us: 
(07) 349 4505. info@xcluder.co.nz 

www.xcluder.co.nz 

cluder’ 
Pest Proof Fencing Company 

  

  

    

ORDER DETAILS 

Emall: ..........cccccecceecceccecceccuceueees PHONG! 2... cece cece cceccecuccucceuceuas 

Mesh Grade 6 Quantity (number of rolls): ..........0. cece eeeeee eens ee eeeeeeees 

Mesh Grade 8 Quantity (number of rolls): ...............c cece cece cece ee eee eeenees 

Note: Mesh can be precut into panels on request — please email or 
ring the Xcluder office for your specialist needs and pricing. 
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From the archives 
Following on from last month’s report on the 14th AGM, the 

15th AGM of the NBA was held at Hawera in June 1928. 

The President (Mr R Clark) reported, “As a result of 

representations to the Minister of Agriculture, a motor car 

has been placed at the disposal of the Canterbury Apiary 

Instructor, who previously had to cover an area of something 

like 15,000 square miles on a bicycle. I understand that there 

is at least one other instructor who is in the same unfortunate 

position, and it is the association ’s duty to see that motor cars 

are available for inspection work”. 

The deputation of NBA representatives to the Minister also 

requested additional inspectors for South Canterbury and 

South Auckland districts. 

In looking back 80 years to see ‘progress’, the mind boggles at 

what the next 80 years will bring. Will the internal combustion 

engine be replaced with a new form of cheap, fast, personalised 

travel? Will future beekeepers be amazed that AsureQuality 

staff were expected to use ‘motor cars’? Will there indeed 

still be a beekeeping industry? 

The President was also pleased that the Apiaries Act 1927 

had finally been passed by Parliament. Mr Clark stated, 

“Our old Act was recognised as the best in the world for the 

protection of the beekeeping industry but the new Act is a great 

improvement and its enforcement will be of inestimable benefit 

to the NZ beekeepers.” However, we do note that there was a 

remit for an amendment to the ‘new’ Act: such are the politics 

associated with laws! 

It is evident that foulbrood was on the mind of the beekeepers 

judging from the remits, President’s report, presentations, and 

discussion. It would appear that there was a concerted effort 

by the Government Inspectors, supported by 40 beekeeper 

inspectors who contributed part-time inspection work funded 

by Government. The President commented, “The part time 

inspection scheme has been continued with excellent results, 

as will be seen by the expression of opinion contained in the 

various remits which will later be brought for discussion”. 

A couple of regulations appear to have upset beekeepers. 

The Food & Drugs Act 1908 limited manufacturers of food 

items to use sugar as a sweetening agent, and the Executive 

made representations to the Department of Health to have 

honey included under the Act. This was refused and the 

President stated, “the Head of the Department taking rather an 

unreasonable stand on the matter”. Efforts also were made to 

amend the regulations to permit the sale of honey in dairies. 

The Cawthron Institute was investigating a “means of 

removing dark colours or strong flavours from honey, the value 

of which is detrimentally affected by those characteristics ”’. 

No doubt this refers to the manuka honey produced at the time. 

I guess we can be pleased that a process was not found to turn 

manuka honey into DELICATE WHITE LIQUID HONEY. 
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It seems ironic that the President concluded his report by 

stating, “the Association has for some time been hampered for 

a lack of funds by means of which to organise the industry and 

a possible solution was provided by means of a remit put before 

last conference asking that a fee be charged upon registration, 

the funds so collected to be handed to the NBA. Your Executive 

have gone into this matter very thoroughly.” 

It appears that there were slow moving wheels in motion 

for a compulsory levy scheme. A remit was passed “that a 

fee of 5/- [Editor’s note: about 50 cents in today’s currency] 

on registration of apiaries of 5 hives and over be asked for, 

a portion of the nett amount so realised to be handed to the 

Dept of Agriculture for specified purposes, the balance to be 

handed to the NBA.” 

We note in reports that 1100 tons of honey was exported to the 

United Kingdom and this represented more than one quarter 

of the UK requirements. 

The conference report concluded, “a social was held in the 

evening, members and friends passing a very enjoyable time 

in dancing, etc till a late hour”. After a very full and detailed 

set of minutes, it’s a pity that the secretary did not elude what 

the “etc” referred to! 

- Roger and Linda Bray, NBA Librarians aN 

National Beekeepers’ Association 
Conference — 2010 

Rutherford Hotel, Nelson 

27-30 June 2010 

Sunday — Specialty Groups Meetings & 
New / Small Beekeepers’ Seminar 

Monday - Seminar Day 
Tuesday - Seminar Day 
Wednesday - AGM 

SPECIAL INVITATION: 

To All Beekeepers, NZ and International 
Everyone Welcome! 

Contact: 
Kerry Gentleman 
The Secretary 

NBA Conference 2010 
176 Ward-Holmes Rd, RD2 

Takaka, Nelson 7182 

Ph 03 5257571 

Email: frazer.kerry@clear.net.nz   
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Publications AFB NPMS EMAIL 
Committee news NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE 

TO ALL LEVY PAYERS 
Long-time members of the Publications Committee, Fiona 

and Jeremy O’Brien, have resigned from the committee 

to pursue other projects. Fiona was the secretary of the In response to a call for more 

Publications Committee and also served in a voluntary information on the American 

capacity as the editor of The New Zealand BeeKeeper during Foulbrood Pest Management 

2003 and 2004. The Publications Committee thanks them Strategy (AFB NPMS), several 

for their contributions over the years and wishes them well. times a year the Management 

Agency publishes a newsletter 
dealing with issues relating to 
AFB. 

The committee welcomed Kushla Haenen of Tauranga as a 

volunteer proofreader beginning with the September issue. 

The committee is seeking another volunteer or two to assist 

with proofreading the journal. Experience is not essential. This newsletter can only be 

Broadband is preferred and the committee uses 3-way calling accessed by way of email as the 
for our monthly teleconferences. Give me a ring if you are cost of mailing is prohibitive. If 
interested. you arenotonemail, Irecommend 

that you contact your local NBA 

Frank Lindsay area representative or hobby 
Chairman, Publications Committee group and request a copy. 

(04) 478 3367 

Those who are on email and would 

like to be on the distribution 

  

Spring Queens Betta Bee’s Stock list are asked to contact me at 
rbaynes@ihug.co.nz 

Contact: DARREN CLIFFORD : ° 

Blaycliff Apiaries Ltd - Rex Baynes 

Phone 03 577 6955 AFB NPMS Manager       

  

PURCHASING HONEY 
The Co-op has an increasing requirement for all types of honey. 

Strong balance sheet, good cashflows, leading brands. 

To register your interest in selling your honey to 
the Co-op; or to become a shareholder in a 
beekeeper owned company and enjoy 

. a share of the profits; 
contact either: 

Rod McKenzie 

ph 03 577 6899 
or 027 653 2964 

    

    
       

  

    

a lan Gebbie HONEY MARK 

ph 03 614 7130 
2 or 027 629 4280 New Zealand 
g Honey Producers 

WWW. nzhoney. co.nz Co-operative Limited   
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Some things never change 

  

  
  

  

  
MAF hasnt a clue who really owns all these hives — over the bank with them! 

The cartoon shown above is by John Smith, and accompanied his article entitled “Errant hives’ in the Autumn 1987 issue of 

The New Zealand BeeKeeper. John commented, “We not only wish that everybody would mark hives with either a registration 

number or a name and address; we wish they would also remove old numbers when they buy hives.” 
  

Spring and Autumn Feeding is a very 

important time 

¢ to build up the strength of the hive 

  

Made from 100% natural vegetable - create healthy and strong bees for 

sources! Summer honey crop, or to winter over 

The only product that closely emulates in autumn 
natural pollen for better hive ¢ ideal food for nuc development 
development. ¢ feed a Feedbee patty at least twice 
Formulated, researched and produced in Canada and see the results. 

Enquire for price of 20kg bags 
Special discounts for orders of 50 bags or more. Unopened bags have a 2 year shelf life 

Contact your exclusive Feedbee distributors: so get your autumn and spring Supplies! 

NZ DISTRIBUTOR: Store in a cool dry place, out of direct 

Apiary Services Ltd, sunlight. 
7 Nixon St, Wanganui 4500 
Phone: 0274 579 634, Email: nfarrer@xtra.co.nz 

SOUTH ISLAND AGENT FEED in SPRING and again in AUTUMN 

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd for strong productive hives. 

PO Box 5056, Papanui, Christchurch 
Phone: (03) 358 7498, Fax: (03) 358 8789 Healthy hives with   Feedbee 
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Management Agency 

places ADR defaulters 

in hands of MAF 

Prosecutions 

While it is pleasing to note the compliance rate for the 

completion and return of Annual Disease Returns hit 96% 

earlier this year (2008/2009), the Management Agency is still 

frustrated with a relatively small number of beekeepers who 

refuse to comply. 

The Annual Disease Return is a crucial element of the Pest 

Management Strategy as it provides important detail that in 

turn assists in the running of the PMS. 

Several months ago a number of the most recidivist defaulters 

who had a history of non-compliance were handed over to 

MAF’s Enforcement group for investigation. Failure to 

comply with the requirements of the American foulbrood 

strategy is a breach of section 154q of the Biosecurity Act. 

The Management Agency is determined that a small number 

of beekeepers will not undermine the efforts of those who 

comply with the strategy. Therefore we are determined to use 

all available tools to tackle those who are unwilling to follow 

strategy requirements. MAF is being strongly encouraged to 

prosecute offenders. 

- Rex Baynes 

AFB NPMS Manager BS 

Being an Approved Beekeeper gives you 

an exemption from completing a yearly 

Certificate of Inspection: COI for short. 

However, it doesn’t exempt you from 

doing your actual inspection(s); you must 

still retain records about inspection dates 

and what you do if you find anything. 

  

Neville Marr 

Chartered Accountant 

  

Looking For A Chartered Accountant? 

I’m a chartered accountant & hobbyist beekeeper, and I’m happily 

accepting new clients. Your accountant does not need to be next 
door - technology has removed geographical boundaries. What's 
important is understanding your business and bringing that personal 

touch. Contact me confidentially and without obligation. 

—— 
ACCOUNTANTS 

Office: 03929 3100 
Mobile: 027 276 7682 
Email: § office@marrnz.com       

Ad 

Update on review of 
American foulbrood 

national pest 
management strategy 
n September 2008, MAF notified a review of the American 

[ fonts (AFB) strategy and published a discussion 

document. This article provides a short update on what 

has happened since. 

MAF received 26 submissions. These came from the 

Management Agency, the two industry representative groups 

[the National Beekeepers’ Association (NBA) and Federated 

Farmers Bee Industry Group (BIG)], regional NBA branches, 

hobbyist clubs and interested beekeepers of all sizes. MAF 

greatly appreciates the effort that many people put into these 

submissions. 

MAF will release an analysis of submissions, and make 

recommendations for the future of the strategy. On some 

topics, MAF will outline the different options suggested by 

submitters and ask beekeepers to state their preference. This 

document was originally scheduled for release in June/July, 

but was delayed due to pressure from other work. I am 

currently working towards a release date in October 2009. 

Anyone wanting a copy of all submissions prior to the release 

of the MAF report can request them from either the NBA or 

BIG, or contact me at the email address below. 

One point that came through clearly in almost every submission 

is that there is strong support for continued regulatory control 

over American foulbrood. While every submission had 

criticisms of the current strategy, very few people wanted it 

abolished. However, there are a wide variety of ideas on how 

the strategy should be changed, and it will not be possible to 

satisfy everyone’s demands. 

One area many submissions addressed is enforcement of 

strategy rules. Many people feel the strategy needs more 

‘teeth’. As the Biosecurity Act has reasonably tight restrictions 

on the powers that it makes available to management agencies, 

there is a need for closer cooperation between MAF and the 

management agency. The law doesn’t permit some of the 

measures suggested by submitters, such as instant fines and 

confiscation of hives. 

Other topics that the MAF report will address include: 

e duration of the strategy 

e — who should manage the strategy 

e what the objective of the strategy should be 

e changes to the Certificate of Inspection system 

e whether regional AFB-free zones are an option for future 

management. 

I apologise for the delay in progressing this review, and look 

forward to additional input from beekeepers in suggesting 

ways to improve the AFB strategy. 

- Paul Bolger 

Paul.bolger@maf.govt.nz & 
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About the Apiary 
t’s been a very early spring. Most of us should have now 

[cones our initial spring inspection and disease checks. 

We have also had a lot of rain and quite a few of us have 

been bogged in the mud, requiring assistance to get out. All 

the early sources have flowered about three weeks early, 

providing the bees with a great build-up. Beekeepers have 

reported a particularly good willow flow, mainly because the 

weather was warm and settled. This really boosted the bees’ 

development and some hives put on half a super of honey. 

Some of my overwintered nucs (in a full-depth super) have 

packed honey in the space above the frames. Most years I 

would be feeding them at this time. 

Controlling swarms 

The first swarm I heard about was in Masterton on 29 August, 

and I’ve heard that bees have been swarming in the Waikato 

already. City environments are particularly good for bees 

and with the warm weather they have had in the Wairarapa, 

perhaps it’s not surprising that the bees are swarming. Here in 

Wellington it’s cooler and we get lots of northwest winds with 

low cloud, so the first swarm was a lot later (mid-September). 

Most of the swarming will occur in our area within the first 

two weeks of October. 

Generally swarming is attuned to the flowering of the cabbage 

tree, hawthorn and barberry in the rural areas. You can put 

out a bait hive on a shed roof (placing it on the ground doesn’t 

work). Use a full-depth super with a couple of dark frames 

and the rest foundation frames. Restrict the entrance to 25 mm 

and hope for the best. A day or two before a swarm arrives, 

  

Colville Sawmill Company Ltd 

WE PRODUCE TOP QUALITY BEE BOX SUPERS 

We are a small family-operated business and we have a 

solid product from our own pine forest 

GENUINE VALUE FOR MONEY PRODUCT 

  

No. 1 No. 2 

Full Depth 11.00 9.50 prices ex yard 

% Depth 9.00 7.60 excluding GST 

      

We have been supplying to our local beekeepers for over 

15 years and now want to let more of you know that we 

have a quality product that we can supply to you. 

Give Dave, James or Cathy a call on 07 866 6813 

Bee ready for 2010 
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there will be a lot of scout activity around the hive with excited 

bees going in and out. Once the swarm arrives, gently move it 

to a permanent location. Prime swarms are the best to collect 

but will need requeening shortly afterwards. Small secondary 

swarms contain virgin queens, so it’s best to put a frame of 

brood in the super with them to stop them absconding. 

We don’t actually want our hives to swarm. First, this will 

only repopulate the feral hive cavities nearby. These hives 

will eventually die during the winter, repopulating your hives 

with mites again when your bees rob the remaining honey and 

requiring you to re-treat your hives. Second, you will lose 

your honey crop along with the swarm. 

Swarming is initiated when hives become overcrowded and 

the colony can no longer expand the brood nest. An indication 

that a hive is likely to start swarm preparations is if you see 

bees covering all the frames in the hive and a ring of honey 

over the top of the brood frames. 

  a 

How to determine whether the hive needs a super: bees 

will be covering all frames underneath. 

ea 

  
Not supered in time. 

There are several things we can do to alleviate swarming. 

Replace your queens annually. Once a month, reverse the first 

and second supers of the brood nest so there are part combs 

available for the queen to lay in. If you only use a single 

brood nest, move three or four frames of fully capped brood 
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up into the second super above the queen excluder and put 

fully drawn empty frames in their place. If you can’t find the 

queen, shake the majority of bees off into the bottom super 

before you transfer the frames. 

During your 10-15 day inspection of your hives, check a 

couple of frames of emerging brood for signs of AFB in larvae 

that have not emerged. Rub out queen cell buds around the 

tops and sides of the frames but leave those that are along 

the bottom bars. If the bottom ones are left, it’s easier to 

see whether swarming has been initiated when the top brood 

super is tilted back (you will see eggs or young larvae in the 

buds). 

  

  
Spot the queen cell bud. 

Give the bees foundation to draw out. Place these beside 

and above the brood nest (1.e., move the pollen frame out 

one frame). If the hive still has a super of honey in the top 

super, interspace the full frames with foundation frames and 

add another super. Keep the bees building. Top up the hives 

with sugar if they need feeding. 

The experienced beekeeper will have already spotted swarm 

preparations well before the queen cells appear. Bees start 
preparation by producing lots of drones. Mark these hives 

and split them as soon as you see an egg in a queen cell bud, 
or whenever you have mated queens or ripe queen cells 

available. 

To split the hive or to make a nuc, first find the queen (learn 

to mark them, it’s easier). Take four frames of mostly sealed 
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brood and bees (brood covering only half the frame is better 

as they are easier to keep warm), plus two honey and pollen 

frames. Or simply split the hive in half by dividing the hive 

in half vertically: that way each half is equal. Add a super 

to the half that remains on site and move the other half to 

another apiary so it doesn’t lose its field bees. If you use a 

split board and the split remains on top of the original hive, 

plug the entrance of the split with grass for a day so the bees 

settle down. 

Continue to regularly inspect your hives until the honey 

flow starts; give each hive a quick check for queen cells and 

continue to give the bees room by adding supers when the 

top super is half covered with bees. If there is no queen cell 

development, all is well. 

  
Example of a nice brood pattern. 

There are alternatives to dividing hives. Swapping a weak hive 

for a strong hive will immediately strengthen a weak hive and 

remove most of the field force from a strong hive. Taking four 

frames of brood from strong hives to make extra nucs will also 

help congestion and prevent swarming. If you don’t want extra 

colonies, combine them back on to the original hive using the 

newspaper method when the main honey flow starts. 

Making frames 

A lot of beekeepers are switching over to plastic frames as 

these save a lot of time and will last for years. One little 

problem I have noticed with plastic frames is that if they’re 

placed on the hives soon after manufacturing, the bees are 

reluctant to move onto them, perhaps because of the plastic 

smell. Air your new frames well before putting them on the 

hive, and roll or brush on beeswax to make them attractive 

to bees. 

Although I use plastic frames for honey (no damage during 

extraction), I use wooden frames in my brood nest. The bees 

move quicker onto natural wax and seem to draw them out 

faster than plastic frames, especially when there is only a 

dribble of nectar coming in. These frames also fit well into 

my replacement plan as I burn the old frames during winter 

on the fire. If purchasing new frames, I would also purchase 

those with a grooved bottom bar. These frames give you the 
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option of either replacing the old drawn-out wax at a later 

date with either another sheet of wax, or using a wax-coated 

plastic insert (which saves rewiring the frame). 

In making up frames I use three devices: a frame holder, a 

framing board and an embedding board that supports the wax 

while it’s being embedded. 

Framing 

  
Framing Jig. 

The frame holder is like a half super but has slightly smaller 

internal dimensions (330 x 451 mm), which gives a couple 

of millimetres extra so you can get the frames out. The one 

pictured is about four millimetres larger and used to have a 

corrugated cardboard insert to hold the frames tight in place. 

Over the years I’ve discarded it. 

The sides have a slot cut in them: one side is slightly longer 

than the other to fit the slightly tapered bars. These tapered 

bars hold the end bars in place firmly against the ends of the 

jig while you press on the top bars. You can either staple or 

nail the 10 frames. I use 38-mm staples but 40-mm concrete- 

coated nails work just as well, and they have more grip. 

After stapling or nailing the frames, turn the jig over (frames 

and all) and put one end of the bottom bars in place. Release 

the bars slightly and put the other end of the end bars in place 

and nail or staple. Remove the two bars, lift the frame holder 

and the frames will fall out, ready for wiring. 

(My frame board has been designed to take all sorts of frame 

sizes but I now mostly use full-depth for brood supers and 

three-quarter-depth for honey supers. The reason I use full- 

depth frames is that 40 years ago these supers had a greater 

resale value, especially to commercial beekeepers. Anybody 

starting now should consider using all three-quarter-depth 

woodware as it’s easier on your back.) 
  

Singles For Sale 
Good singles from the South Island. 

New Queens. Excellent gear. 

Available November. 

Make the most of the manuka flow. 

Phone 0273918417.       
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Wiring and waxing 

  
Wiring board. 

  
Wiring board end. 

Put the frame in place on the wiring boards and tension it with 

the handle. This puts a small bow in the sides of the frame that 

will keep the tension on the wire once it’s nailed. Feed the 

wire through all the holes in series: the direction will depend 

upon whether you are left or right handed. Tap a wiring nail 

in place at each end with a tack hammer (magnetic ones are 

easier to use). These tiny flat head nails are available from 

beekeeping stockists. Twist the wire three or four times around 

the stem of the nail and drive the nail home. Then wiggle the 

short end of the wiring until it breaks off. You can cut the wire 

off with side-cutters but I find this leaves a tiny bit of wire that 

can stick in your fingers when you handle the frame. (Place 

the bit of discarded wire on a magnet—this makes it easier to 

Continued on page 49 
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TOTAL FRAMES 
WHEN YOUR BEES ARE BOOMING AND YOU NEED FRAMES FAST — GIVE US A CALL 

The totally complete Alliance wooden frames, assembled, wired and waxed ready to use. 

Total frames come with a grooved bottom bar as standard for extra strength. 

No time consuming and expensive wax dipping necessary. 

Tests have shown the bees greatly prefer Total Frames over plastic substitutes. 

Your choice of comb foundation weight. 

We recommend Manuka Special for strength and efficiency for the bees to draw out. 

LY 
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Sustainability — Total Frames are biodegradable and will not cause disposal issues that 

plastic frames do. 

See: www.beeswax.co.nz/totalframes.htm or phone for details. 
  

Quality Beeswax Comb Foundation 
We are New Zealand's leading manufacturer of Beeswax Comb Foundation. 

We have developed innovative manufacturing techniques to ensure that we 

can offer you the highest quality product. Beeswax is batch processed and 

analysed to ensure that it is suitable for its intended use. 

Thin Super and Light Brood Comb Foundation — please order by end September 

to avoid the extra costs of manufacturing in hot weather. 

For full product range and details along with prices, 

go to www.beeswax.co.nz/foundation.htm or phone for details. 

  

Stockists of... The Super Pollen Trap 

Developed in conjunction with major pollen producers incorporating 

all the best features. 

Manufactured to exacting standards from knot free kiln dried timber. 

$98.50 each + GST — Limited stock available.     See www.beeswax.co.nz/pollentrap.htm ae 
Beekeepers Woodware   
  

  
We can deliver anywhere in New Zealand. 

We accept beeswax as payment for all our products. 

New Zealand Beeswax Ltd 
Post: Private Bag 6001, GERALDINE 7956, New Zealand 

Factory: 44 Gladstone St South, ORARI, South Canterbury 

Phone: 64 3 693 9189; Fax: 64 3 693 9780 

Email: info@beeswax.co.nz; Web: www.beeswax.co.nz 

    

    

The Beeswax Specialists 
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Continued from page 47 

clean up afterwards.) Tension the wire by winding it back on 

the spool so there is the same tension on each section of wire, 

then wrap it three times around the other frame nail shaft and 

drive home. Break off the wire as before. If you have soft 

fingers, use a pair of pliers. 

5 

  
Waxing board. 

Place the sheet of wax into the top bar groove and place the 

frame, wax down (underneath the wires) on to the embedding 

board. Then, using a six- or 12-volt transformer, touch the 

head of the nails at each end of the frame so that a current goes 

through the wire. As the wire heats, it will sink into the wax. 

Lapply a little downward pressure with my palm onto the sides 

of the frame when doing this to speed up the process. 

If the wire has a kink in it or for some reason it doesn’t 

totally embed the first time, go to either side of the bit of wire 

that hasn’t embedded and give it a quick touch. This will 

immediately heat the wire and with a probe, press the wire 

down slightly so that it embeds correctly. When completed, 

the wire should be only slightly visible in the bottom of the 

cells. If the wire is not embedded far enough the bees will 

not use this line of cells for the first couple of cycles until 

they propolis it in. 

Embedding takes a bit of practice. Sometimes you might put 

the power on the wire for too long, and it will cut the wax 

right through. If this happens, either discard the wax (make a 

candle out of it), or reheat the wire again and gently press both 

pieces of wax together around the wire. Wait 30 seconds for 

the wax to cool and gently slide the frame lengthways a little 

to break any wax that has stuck to the embedding board, then 

lift off the frame. The bees will generally fix up any mess but 

they will build drone comb over your mistakes. 

You can stack up the fully assembled frames to make a square, 

bottom bars to bottom bars, then stack the next pair 90 degrees 

to the first. I put a couple of ties around each 50 frames to 

keep them together. 

Note: Years ago we used to get six-volt transformers from old 

valve radios and used them as a power source for embedding. 

Now we can use a power supply out of an old computer. Ask 

your local computer technician which wires to use. 
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Ready for replacement gear. 

Things to do this month 

Check food levels. Feed sugar syrup or raw sugar for strong 

hives when reserves get down to only three frames of honey 

(a week’s supply). 

Check pollen: there should be a ring of pollen around the top 

of each brood frame. Some areas run short of pollen during 

November. Commercial beekeepers feed a substitute but 

part-time beekeepers should not have a problem. 

AFB check: always check a couple of frames where bees 

are emerging for AFB every time you inspect a hive. Report 

any AFB found to AsureQuality Limited immediately. Your 

infestation might be the tip of an iceberg. 

Raise queen cells. Requeen hives with mated queens. Make 

nucs and take swarm control measures. Cull out old frames 

and broken lugged frames from hives. Check stored supers 

for wax moth. Monitor mite fall. Replace old or damaged 

supers with new gear. 

- Frank Lindsay, NBA Life Member B 
  

y 
Remembering 7 

Sir Howard Morrison 

As you know, the late Sir Howard Morrison 

passed away on 24 September 2009. NBA 

Life Member Frank Lindsay recalls that 

Howard Morrison (he received his knighthood 

in 1990) presented a taniwha pendant to Ian 

Berry, then-President of the NBA, as a symbol 

of his authority at the NBA conference, 

Rotorua, July 1986. 

a o 
    
SUPPORTERS of BEES for DEVELOPMENT TRUST 

Bees and beekeepers in poor countries need your 

Support. Join us at www.beesfordevelopment.org 
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ONLY 
$12.50 ea 

+ GST 

  
STRONG — STURDY — CLEAN — NO RUST 

Colin McBeath from Woodland Honey says... 

“We have been using these sturdy plastic hive lids for 6 years and find them to be an excellent 

product. They are easy to use with no sharp edges and are flush with the hives. Also a must if 

you are using formic acid for treating Varroa”’ 

TANKS 

Ideal for syrup feeding 

Huge range of sizes 

17-415 litres   
~ CALL NOW for your lids & tanks 

Thames Tanks & Products 
Phone 07 868 6191 Fax 07 868 3094 

Email sales@waterlineproducts.co.nz 

  

50 New Zealand BeeKeeper October 2009



Food hygiene for 
hobbyists 

ith the new season coming up, it is timely to 

\ / remind hobbyist beekeepers that if they sell honey 

then they are deemed commercial beekeepers and 

must comply with the regulations under the Food Act 1981 

(and labelling requirements of the Food Standards Code). 

The Food Act 1981 and the Food Hygiene Regulations 

1974 also apply for honey for domestic consumption. All 

beekeepers that sell honey must also comply with the Food 

(Tutin in Honey) Standard 2008. 

Contact details to get further information are provided on the 

New Zealand Food Safety Authority website: www.nzfsa. 

govt.nz and also at District Health Boards: http://www.nzfsa. 

govt.nz/processed-food-retail-sale/food-safety-coordinators. 

htm 

Local District Health Boards (DHBs) can provide further 

information. A Health Protection Officer at your DHB will 

be able to: 

- investigate food complaints 

- provide general advice on food safety and the process 

for implementing a Food Safety Programme. 

Local councils can also provide information you need—refer 

to http://www.localgovt.co.nz. An Environmental Health 

Officer at your local council will be able to: 

- investigate complaints regarding poor hygiene standards 

in premises registered under the Food Hygiene 

Regulations 1974 

- register and inspect food businesses not operating an 

approved food safety programme 

- provide general food safety advice. 

There are courses in food hygiene run at local polytechnics 

and if you handle food for sale you must complete a food 

handlers’ course. 

- Barry Foster, NBA Vice President BS 

  

NUCS FOR SALE 
Approx. 200 — 4 frames of bees and brood, new spring 

queen 

Should be ready Oct-Nov. Please register your interest. 

Contact: DARREN CLIFFORD 

Blaycliff Apiaries Ltd 
  

  

SINGLE BOX HIVES 

Available October/November — up to 400 

Returnable lids and bases $130 plus GST 

Phone 027 582 5923       
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Do’s and don'ts of 
AFB control 

[This excerpt is from the revised edition of 

Elimination of American Foulbrood Disease 

without the use of Drugs—a practical manual for 

beekeepers, by Dr Mark Goodwin. ] 

Do 

¢ Inspect your hives for AFB at least twice 

a year. 

¢ Inspect hives before removing bees, 

honey or equipment. 

¢ — Inspect all brood frames. 

¢ Shake bees off frames before inspecting 

them. 

¢ Train yourself and your staff in techniques 

to recognise and eliminate AFB. 

* Report AFB to the Management 

Agency within 7 days. 

¢ Burn infected colonies. 

¢ Feed pollen substitutes rather than 

pollen. 

e¢ Feed sugar syrup rather than frames of 

honey. 

¢ Use hive and apiary quarantines. 

¢ — Only use approved sterilisation methods. 

* Use a thermometer and timer when 

paraffin wax dipping (10 min at 160°C). 

e treat hives to clear up parasitic mite 

syndrome (PMS) before checking for 

AFB. 

¢ Become an approved beekeeper. 

¢ Get suspect AFB samples tested. 

¢ Don’t feed drugs for control of AFB. 

¢ Don’t scorch boxes to sterilise them. 

¢ Don’t try to control AFB by removing 

diseased frames. 

* Dont Extract foney tom infected 

colonies. 

* Dont teed bee-collected pollen to 

colonies. 

e Don't feed extracted honey to bees. 

¢ Don’t let hives be robbed out. 

¢ Don’t shook swarm. 

¢ Don’t let stock knock over beehives. 

¢ Don’tuse steam chests to sterilise infected 

equipment. 

¢ Don’t distribute the equipment from dead 

hives between other hives. 

¢ Don’t allow colonies to die of varroa or 

any other cause. 
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MESH 

To assist in your Varroa treatment 

3.43mm Square hole in 0.8mm Stainless Steel Woven Mesh 

Supplied in rolls 30 metres x 1000mm wide 

Locker Group (NZ) Ltd 

AY a de) Sy TOLL FREE 0800 285 837 
East Tamaki, Auckland 

Cetin: 
P: 09 273 9820 

F: 09 274 5940 

W: www.lockernz.co.nz     RICHARDS 
  

  

  

AUCKLAND 
61 Lady Ruby Drive 

TCL ISUZU HOME OF ISUZU TRUCKS East Tamaki 
Ph: 09 526 4866 

CALL NOW FOR THE NEW 

GEN6 RANGE 

OF N AND F SERIES TRUCKS MT MAUNGANUI 
138 Totara Street 

=D /—— \\ EURO 4 EMISSION STANDARD Mt Maunganui 
. |) Ph: 07 575 5399 

      
WHANGAREI 

Southend Avenue 

Whangarei 

Ph: 09 470 0849 

   BEST AVAILABILTY AND STOCK IN NEW ZEALAND TRUCKS YOU CAN RELY     
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Beekeeping 
and the law 

[This excerpt is from the revised edition of 

Elimination of American Foulbrood Disease 

without the use of Drugs—a practical manual 

for beekeepers, by Dr Mark Goodwin.] 

New Zealand beekeepers have a number of 

legal obligations that must be met regarding 

American foulbrood disease. In summary, the 

most important of these obligations are to: 

L 

10. 

iy. 

LZ, 

L3, 

14. 

Only keep bees in moveable frame 

hives. 

Keep access to apiary sites clear from 

obstruction. 

Not feed drugs or substances that mask, 

obscure or conceal the symptoms of 

AFB. 

Not keep beehives more than 30 days 

in a place other than a registered 

aplary. 

Register all apiaries with the 

Management Agency. 

Mark all apiaries with the beekeeper 

registration code. 

Change registration numbers only by 

the beekeeper who has the code number 

assigned to them, unless permission to 

do so is provided by the management 

agency. 

Remove all identification codes when 

transferring the ownership of the 

hives. 

Where a case of AFB is found, the 

owner of the hives must report to the 

Management Agency within 7 days of 

becoming aware of the case. 

Complete an Annual Disease Return 

by | June each year. 

Destroy equipment and bees associated 

with a case of AFB within 7 days. 

Not deal with or transfer ownership 

of material associated with a case of 

AFB. 

Sterilise beekeeping equipment only 

by approved methods. 

Ensure hives are inspected for AFB by 

an approved beekeeper with a DECA 

provided to the Management Agency 

by 30 November (unless there is a 

certificate of inspection exemption). 

Under certain conditions there are some 

exemptions for these obligations. 
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Trees and Shrubs of 

New Zealand 

Beilschmiedia tawa 

Maori name: Tawa 

  
Beilschmiedia tawa 

The Tawa 1s a tall tree up to 25 metres high. The trunk is up 

to one metre in diameter and has smooth bark. Tawa is found 

throughout the North Island and as far south as Westport in the 

west and the Clarence River in the east of the South Island. 

The Tawa is much sought after for papermaking. The leaves 

are a light yellow-green in colour and look willow-like. 

The flowers are greenish-yellow and produce a dark nectar 

between September and November, and the bees also collect 

a dull yellow pollen. 

The Tawa berry was much prized by the Maori and kereru 

alike. The Maori made spears out of the Tawa wood to 

impale kereru drinking at water troughs they had placed in 

the branches. 

The bark of the Tawa was used to make a concoction drunk 

for pains in the stomach, or for coughs and colds. 

- Tony Lorimer, NBA Life Member B® 

  

Beehives For Sale 

50 Double Brood Boxes 

Phone Bevan on 03 318 2644 A.H.       
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Expression of 

imterest requested 

1. LEGA Honey Packing, 

Machine. 

Complete unit. Approx. $52,000 plus GST. 

Comments: “best complete set-up I’ve seen under 

$100,000.” 
We plan to ship several units from Italy in January. 

Please enquire now for further details. 

Available on indent order basis only. 

Capping & Labelling 

. French All-terrain beehive loader/forklift. 

Rubber tracks, sandwich load clamping for fantastic 

load security. Only 1200kg ( good for truck or trailer) 

500+ kg lift capacity. 

Price around $45,000 + GST. Please enquire now for 

full details. Available on indent order basis only. 

. Plastic Bottom Boards 

We are considering importing plastic bottom boards in 

container lots. Price expectation $15 to $18 (100/1000). 

Please enquire for further details and we will import 

subject to interest/demand. 

Ecroyd Plastic Frame Feeders 
With well over 100,000 of our rotationally moulded feeders 

sold in New Zealand, you can be sure you’re buying the 
world’s best feeder — bar none. And, in spite of fuel & 

plastic cost increases, due to improved machinery we 

have been able to hold prices for over 8 years. 

Buy once — buy the best. 
  

Price reductions 

PARAFFIN WAX Due to a direct import of 20,000kg again 
we can offer a reduced price of $2990 per tonne, down from 
$4400 per tonne. Our suggestion — buy now, it’s unlikely to 
get cheaper and it won’t ever go off in your shed. 

GALVANISED LIDS Due to the higher kiwi dollar and lower 
world steel prices we can offer reductions on our galv. lids. 
Please see page 14 of our price list for full details. 

Example: 0.75mm galv. sprung lid were $13.91 ea/500 
now $12.49 ea/500. 
  

  

R.T.G Boxes: Ready To Go Boxes. 
1 standard box, paraffined, 3 coats paint, screwed 

together. 10 x ‘A’ Frames with Manuka Special 
Foundation. Only 900 left pre-Christmas. 

Buy 3 — Get 1 free 

$29.78 ea + GST 

$18.67 ea + GST 

$16.00 ea + GST 

$11.13 ea + GST 

$31.20 ea + GST 

$52.44 ea + GST 

Plastic & Woven Hats 

Round Polymesh Veils 
Maxant Type Hive Tools 

Kelly Type Hive Tools 
Gloves, Premium Vented 

4” S/S Italian Smokers     
  

Chilly Veils/Hoods, String Ties $44.00 ea + GST 

Alliance Woodware | Gloves Hive Strappers 

We are New Zealand's largest | Our new 2009 version of our | We hold great stocks of our 
distributor of Alliance Woodware. Premium Leather Gloves are | Eno, style Ecroyd Hive 

extremely popular. 
net 2 40 Strappers, both complete 
10.000 bows we will suovly vour | SiZeS XS to XXXL, ventilated | with strapping, _ without 

a SUPRYY Y & non-vented. PVC wrist | strapping or galvanised 
requirements at the right price. tecti 

protection. strapping alone. Now 

Frames — special makes available Extremely comfortable and exported to Australia, USA, 

— quantity dependent. durable. Non-staining. Alaska, etc. 

Beetek Frames Bee Suits Galvanised 
Lids 

We stock and sell Beetek’s Plastic Our bee suits with our new folding 
Frames — which in my opinion are hood have proved to be extremely *** REDUCED PRICES*** 
the best plastic frames in the world popular — minor modifications are e 0.75 &0.95 

— and after Apimondia 2009, this no problem — prompt delivery. ¢ Spring End or 
is still correct. Now with N Z made Deanes e Rivet Style 

Overall as standard. e Perfection Plus 
Large stocks currently on hand. Old original hood still available e Always in stock 

upon request. e Refer page 14 of price list       

  

   

      

   

    Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd 
Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment 

Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products 

www.beehealthy.co.nz 

P.O. Box 5056 Papanui, Christchurch 8542, New Zealand ° 

Phone: (03) 358-7498 ¢ Fax: (03) 358-8789 ° 

o 
ets 
www.ecroyd.com 

  

6A Sheffield Crescent, Burnside, Christchurch 

Email: ecroyd@beehealthy.co.nz 
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Club Contacts & Beekeeping Specialty Groups 
  

WHANGAREI BEE CLUB 
Meets first Saturday each month (except 

January) 
Time: 10.00 am, wet or fine (we are keen) 

Contact: Mike Maunder 
Phone: 09 437 5847 
Arthur Tucker 
Phone: 09 438 4283 

Kevin & Melissa Wallace 
Phone: 09 423 8642 (Wellsford) 

AUCKLAND BEEKEEPERS CLUB INC 
Meets first Saturday monthly at Unitec, 
Pt Chevalier, Auckland. 

Contact: Kim Kneijber, President 
Phone: 09 418 1302 
Email: kimk _bees@hotmail.com 

Carol Downer, Vice President & Secretary 
Phone: 09 376 6376 
Email: thefairy@xtra.co.nz 

Website: www.aucklandbeekeepersclub.org.nz 

FRANKLIN BEEKEEPERS CLUB 
Meets second Sunday of each month at 
10.00 am for a cuppa and discussion. 
10.30 am open hives. 

Contact: Peter Biland 

Phone: 09 294 8365 

  

WAIKATO DOMESTIC BEEKEEPERS 

ASSOCIATION 
Meets every third Thursday (except January) at 

Lab 1, 
Wintec Campus classroom, Hamilton Gardens, 

Gate 2, Cobham Dr., Hamilton, at 7.30 pm 

Contact: The Secretary 
Phone: 07 853 6304 
Email: davew@gallagher.co.nz 

HAWKE’S BAY BRANCH 

Meets at 7.30 pm, Arataki, Havelock North for 
workshops or meetings as advised to the members 
Contact: Mary-Anne Thomason, Branch Secretary 

Phone: 06 855 8038 
E-mail: kintail_ honey@xtra.co.nz 

John Berry, Branch President 

Phone: 06 877 6205 

TARANAKIT BEEKEEPING CLUB 
Contact: Stephen Black 

685 Uruti Road RD 48, Urenui 4378 
Phone: 06 752 6860 

Email: beeclub@beesrus.co.nz 

  

WANGANUI BEEKEEPERS CLUB 
Meets on the second Wednesday of the month. 

Contact: Neil Farrer 

Phone: 06 343 6248 

MANAWATU BEEKEEPERS CLUB 
Meets every fourth Thursday in the month at 
Newbury Hall, SH3, Palmerston North 

Contact: James Gellen 
55 Bruce Road 
Levin 5510 

Phone: 06 368 8553 
E-mail: james.gellen@paradise.net.nz 

WAIRARAPA HOBBYIST 
BEEKEEPERS CLUB 

Meets the second Sunday of the month except 
January, Norfolk Road, Masterton, 1.30 pm. 

Convenors: Diana and Neale Braithwaite 
Phone: 06 308 9101 
Fax: 06 308 9171 

Email: nandd12@xtra.co.nz 

  

WELLINGTON BEEKEEPERS 

ASSOCIATION 
Meets every second Tuesday of the month 
(except January) in Johnsonville. 
All welcome. 

Contact: John Burnet 
21 Kiwi Cres, Tawa, Wellington 5028 
Phone: 04 232 7863 

Email: johnburnet@xtra.co.nz 

MARLBOROUGH BEEKEEPERS 

ASSOCIATION 
Contact: James Jenkins, President 

159a Budge St., Blenheim 
Phone: 03 577 5433 
Mark Biddington, Secretary 
8 Belvue Crescent 
Witherlea, Blenheim 7201 

Phone: 03 578 9746 
Email: amandab@xnet.co.nz 

NORTH CANTERBURY 
BEEKEEPERS CLUB 

Meets the second Monday of April, June, 
August and October 

Contact: Mrs Noeline Hobson 
Phone/fax: 03 337 3587 
Mobile: 021 2112 655 

Email: n.hobson@slingshot.co.nz 

  

CHRISTCHURCH HOBBYIST CLUB 
Meets on the first Saturday of each month, 
August to May, except in January for which 
it is the second Saturday. The site is at 681 
Cashmere Road, commencing at 1.30 pm 

Contact: Jeff Robinson, President or 
Lee Carmichael, Secretary 
PO Box 167, Kaiapo1 
Phone: 021 662 973 
Email: alpinebee@hotmail.com 

SOUTH CANTERBURY REGION 

Contact: Peter Lyttle 
Phone: 03 693 9189 

DUNEDIN BEEKEEPERS CLUB 
Meets on the first Saturday in the month 
September—April, (except January) at 1.30 
pm. The venue varies so check phone or 
email contact below. 

Contact Club Secretary: Margaret Storer 
Phone: 03 415 7256 
Email: flour-mill@xtra.co.nz 

  

ACTIVE MANUKA HONEY 
ASSOCIATION (INC) 

P O Box 19348, Hamilton 
Website: www.umf.org.nz 

Contact: Moira Haddrell, Chairperson 
P O Box 862, Cambridge 3450 
Phone: 64 7 827 3286 
Email: info@haddrells.co.nz 
or 
John Rawcliffe, General Manager 
St Heliers, Auckland 
Phone: 09 575 3127 
Cellphone: 027 441 8508 
Email: rawcliffe@actrix.co.nz 

NZ COMB PRODUCERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Contact: John Wright 

Phone: 09 236 0628 

www.nba.org.nz 

NZ HONEY BEE POLLINATION 
ASSOCIATION 

Contact: Russell Berry 

Phone: 07 366 6111 

  

  

NZ HONEY PACKERS AND EXPORTERS 
ASSOCIATION INC 
Contact: Allen McCaw 
Phone: 03 417 7198 
Email: amccaw(@clear.net.nz 
or 
Mary-Anne Thomason, Phone: 06 855 8038     NZ QUEEN PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION 

Contact: Russell Berry 
Phone: 07 366 6111   BEE PRODUCTS STANDARDS 

COUNCIL 

Contact: Dr Jim Edwards, Chairman 
Phone: 06 362 6301 

  

Is your group or Branch missing from here? Or have your details changed? 
Please contact the National Beekeepers’ Association—inside front cover. 

Please also send any changes or additions to: editor@nba.org.nz 
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Otago—Southland AFB eradication pilot project report 

meeting of Central Otago beekeepers was held at 

Alexandra on 12 September 2009, which heralded 

he first practical steps in the quest for AFB—free 

status for the Otago and Southland regions. This project is a 

joint effort between the National Pest Management Agency, 

the Otago and Southland NBA branches, and the beekeepers 

of the area to achieve for the southern regions, at least, the 

ultimate aim of the National PMS for AFB: the elimination 

of AFB from managed bee colonies in New Zealand. 

The Otago/Southland Region has a relatively low incidence 

of reported AFB: 0.08% of registered hives compared to the 

national average of 0.24% (June 2009 NPMS statistics). Last 

year AFB was reported by only 17 beekeepers from around 

340 registered beekeepers in the region. Notwithstanding 

there may be some who have not reported fully on their 

AFB status, the problem is seen as easily manageable, 

and elimination of AFB entirely from the region is quite 

achievable on this basis. 

The Alexandra meeting was attended by 18 local beekeepers 

and the National AFB NPMS Manager, Rex Baynes. Strong 

and encouraging support was received at the meeting to work 

towards the desired goal of an AFB-free region, and it was 

agreed the Central Otago district was an excellent starting 

point to launch from. The area selected for the pilot project 

is circled on the map above. This was selected as a result of a 

small cluster of reported AFB there last year, and beekeepers 

operating within the designated area were personally invited 

to attend the meeting and participate in the discussions. 

06 

j 

| MARU 
ape Wan! 

It was agreed that three of the key ingredients for success 

were: compliance with PMS requirements, especially 

reporting obligations; continuing AFB education for new 

and existing beekeepers; and good communication amongst 

the beekeepers in the area. 

Key decisions from the meeting for the AFB-free programme | 

were: 

1) Establish an on-line notification network for AFB 

status reporting 

2) Every outbreak of AFB to be followed-up and assistance: 

provided for containment and elimination. (PMS and 

Branch funds to support this work) | 

3) Identification of unregistered apiaries and beekeepers, 

with reporting to the PMS Agency, aiming to have 

every hive in the region on the national register — 

4) Investigate the possibility of funding a regional AFB 

elimination controller and advisory person, similar to 

part of the role of the former MAF Aprcultural Advisory 

Officers. 

The meeting agreed that the project would work best with 

total participation from beekeepers in the area in conjunction 

with the Management Agency. While it would not be a 

compulsory participation project, it was agreed a common 

goal of AFB-free status for the region was a very desirable 

and worthwhile target. 

- Allen McCaw 

President, Otago Branch and NBA Life Member BD 
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