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Ricki Leahy, NBA President

Our industry has been experiencing huge

growth. For some time now, it has become

apparent that the representative operating
model that we use at present will be

unsustainable in the future. Furthermore,

this model doesn't induce the desired level

of certainty—or indeed produce the type
of professionalism—to which our industry
needs to aspire.

So many of our fundingissues are dependent
on voluntary donations, and many of our

industry tasks are undertaken on a‘good old!’

voluntary basis. Sadly, not all of us contribute

and everything, as always, seems to depend
on the goodwill of the same caring minority.

We cannot have the basis of our industry

continually dependent on volunteers,

especially in these times when the stakes and

responsibilities are so high.

Restructured draft constitution on

website

Hopefully everyone is aware that the

restructured draft constitution is now posted
on the beeunified.org website for all to read.

Go to http://www.beeunified.org/Apiculture-
NZ-Consultation.ohp and click on Draft

Constitution.

Posted on that same page are:

* some consultation questions and answers

- a proposed subscription costing for the

first year

- afeedback form you can download to offer

any comments that you may wish to make.

Your feedback and questions are welcomed:

this will enable the interim Apiculture Industry
Governance Board to consider all input
received and answer any questions raised.

This will give each of us the information that

we need to make an informed decision when

the time comes to vote on the adoption of

this new constitution.

Proposed subscription rate

You may notice that the proposed

subscription rate is reasonably similar to what

we in the NBA pay currently. For beekeepers,

the rate incorporates a‘levy type’ system that is

calculated by how many hives you may have,

which is then added onto a base subscription.

| say it is a‘type of levy’system because it isn't

actually compulsory as such.

Surely a dollar a hive is very affordable. |
believe it would be fair to suggestthat for us

beekeepers, a dollar a hive would be

equivalent to less than 250 grams of honey,
even if our honey prices were to crash.

You will also notice that packers and
.

marketers will also pay a levy, but this will be

on honey. We do need to understand that

it's necessary for us all to contribute and ona

scale that is fair across all stakeholders within

our industry.

Just as a matter of interest, in Australia,
the Australian Honeybee Industry Council

(AHBIC)successfully runs a voluntary system
of sorts to fund themselves. TheAHBIC

acknowledge, with their permission, the

Packers and Queen Bee Breeders who make

voluntary contributions by publishingtheir

names in their industryjournal,the Monthly
News. This informs their members of whom in

the industry are contributing, thus enabling
members to decide with whom they may
prefer to do business. | am not necessarily
advocating exactly the same for us, but

by crikey, their system appears to achieve

positive results for them.
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Nothing of grandeur would be funded by the

changes being proposed for our industry:
no plushed-out ivory tower accommodating
excessive salaries or fancy cars. It is reckoned

that many of the costs of running the

Association will be similar to what we incur

at present. However, we must provide extra

funding for our industry management

team, as they have struggled with a’‘short

shoestring’for long enough.

We definitely must budget to pay for more

stafftime so the industry management team

are able to achieve the work requiredof them.

As a key primary sector industry, we must

position ourselves to be able to afford the

cost to prepare submissions, to have reports

written, and to have the other myriad tasks

and requirements undertaken professionally
and in good time. The industry management

team must be well funded and have the

required skills to perform all those tasks.

Office space obviously is part of this

equation. It’s probable and sensible for the

restructured industry association to operate

from a Wellington base. It is very central

and accessible from around the country

for meetings and extremely handy to

government departments and many other

industry stakeholders who are constantly—
and most beneficially—contacted on a

personal level.

So in future, if the industry did agree to a

mandate for a levy of some description

(effectively trading the proposed voluntary

levy for a compulsory levy),then those of us

who have chosen to contribute by already

becoming a member will experience very little

change. All those who are levy-eligible within

the industry will then compulsorily contribute.

Only then will our industry association be

able to undertake its full responsibilities by

contributing adequately towards critical

research projects, our future biosecurity, and

other industry-good activities.

Definition of a hobbyist

There is no specific or universal definition of

precisely what the ‘cut-off point’ is for whether

a beekeeper is described as a hobbyist or

referred to as a commercial beekeeper.But

as far as the NBA is concerned, a hobbyist is

someone who has 10 hives or fewer.

It is assumed that you may still keep your

hives as a hobby, even when keeping as many

as 20 or even 30hives. That is absolutely fine.

You may describe yourself as whatever type of

beekeeper you like.

However, once the subscription structure has

been agreed and set, the amount you will

pay for your subscription will be based on the

number of hives you have in excess of 10 hives.

The last thing we want to happen is for

beekeepers to not register their hives as

a means of avoiding any higher level of

subscription. Theamount you pay has (and

still is) always been voluntary insofar as

declaring how many hives you have.

However, it is assumed—and with good
humour—that if you have more than 10 hives,

you should produce more honey than you

could possibly consume within your family
and therefore a portion may be traded.

Big-picture thinking suggests this trade

represents a value that is reliant on the good
health of our bee stock in New Zealand.

This good bee health is attained by all the

collective effort that goes into research,

biosecurity and industry-good undertakings
that make this country a great place to

keep bees. Surely it is no big deal to pay

a few dollars in order to have an honest

involvement with, and be a contributor to, the

success of our industry.

Voting on the rules and constitution

Depending on the outcome of the NBA

Executive Council meeting on 3 December,

in February, NBA members may be asked to

consider and vote whether the proposed new

rules and constitution should be accepted.

A positive vote would enable the NBA to

move forward and become the platform for

the single representative body of a united

New Zealand apiculture industry. | strongly

urge you all to take the time to read through
the rules, read the questions and answers

and gain an understanding of what is being

proposed.
|

A final copy of the constitution will be drawn

up after all the feedback from the draft copy

has been considered and any amendments or

corrections have been made.

Please participate and

have your say. Your

vote is valued.

The final version of the constitution will then

be mailed out to all members with all the

necessary accompanying information.

When the time comes, please participate and

have your say. Your vote is valued.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish

you all a very happy Christmas and the very

best for the festive season. | sincerely hope
that we all have a happy and prosperous new

year, which rings in the desired changes that

have been developing for so long. Let's all

hope that those very changes foster a sincere

unity amongst us, so we all genuinely work

cooperatively together for the betterment of
~

our collective interests. Happy beekeeping.
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Seeking suppliers of Propolis
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FREE MATS

Order free mats today
so you can supply Propolis
before 30th June 2016

,

and be in the draw! Te

ele] menee 7

B
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ng
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WIN A $5,000

OR @ CHOOSE $5,000
LUXURY HOLIDAY id OF SUGAR

BE IN TO WIN
One entry for every 5kg of

pure Propolis you supply to

Arataki Honey before 30 June 2016
T&C's applyad

We provide you results based on your individual pure Propolis content.

No

— er Fair and accurate value!

form:mationpleasecontactRussell Berry:
Tel: 07 3666 111 — Fax:07:3666999 —_ Email:russell@aratakihoneyrotorua.co.nz

Address:Waiotapu2488State Highway5,RD3,Rotorua,3073, New Zealand
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AIGB UPDATE/INDUSTRY UNIFICATION

Neil Walker, Chair, Interim Apiculture Industry Governance Board

The consultation process for the

restructured organisation's draft Constitution

and Rules, membership structure and

Strategic intent has now closed. We have

received good feedback, much of it

constructive, which will assist and guide
the IAIGB as they prepare the content of

the final documents. We will be reading
all submissions very carefully and replying
where possible.

We started work on this task in late

November with the goal of publishing
the final Constitution and Rules as soon

as possible. We will ensure all industry
Stakeholders have the time to consider them

and make an informed decision prior to an

NBA special vote to change the constitution,

should this take place (see below).

Our view is that it is very important that all

NBA members are fully informed and that

the information provided is self-explanatory
to ensure they are able to express their

views, and that those views are actively
listened to and taken into account as part of

this process.

For our part, the [AIGB is concerned to

ensure this same principle applies to

everyone engaged in this process and

that they have an equal opportunity to

contribute to it.

However, we are now waiting on our

partners, the NBA Executive Council,

to confirm that they will indeed hold

a special vote so members can decide

whether or not to adopt the new

Constitution and Rules.

So, as | write this, the IAIGB is ready and

waiting to proceed. We can't do much

more to progress the tasks we were

mandated to do at last year’s conference

until we have a decision on the special
vote by the NBA Executive Council.

That decision will hopefully be madejust
as this copy of the journal reaches you.

We will update you on next steps as soon

as we have confirmation from the NBA

Executive Council. If the NBA Executive

Council does opt to hold a special vote,

our understanding is that they will, of

course, manage that process.

Something really exciting and positive
is happening here, where we can at last

bring everyone together and we can

really see the whole bee industry as a

united group taking its place among

the premier agriculture and horticulture

industries of New Zealand.

If you have any questions or concerns to

raise with the IAIGB,please email these to

info@beeunified.org.

NBA HOLIDAY CLOSURE

DATES

The NBA ManagementTeam wishes all NBA members a

safe and happy festive season.

The office will be closed from Tuesday, December 22,

and we're back on deck Monday, January 11.

See you in 2016!

Best wishes,

Daniel, Pauline and Lauren

THANKS, EVERYONE:

SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY!

The Publications Committee (Frank and

Mary-Ann Lindsay, Serena Richards and Jenny

Nelson) and journal editor Nancy Fithian wish

you all a safe and happy festive season, and a

bumpercrop for 2016.

We hope you will be able to take some time

to be with your nearest and dearest before

resuming work.

Sincere thanks to our advertisers, without

whom the journalwould not be published—

please support them! We are also grateful to

everyone who has contributed articles and
|

photos over the past year.

Many thanks to the members of the Executive

Council for their tireless efforts on behalf ofall

NBA members, and to South City Print for a

job well done again this year.

NB: The deadline for the February 2016 journal
is Friday,8 January, with a cutoff date of 15

January for articles and advertising. Please mark

the date in your 2016 diaries now.



If you want to get more out of your bees,
use a MOUSE.

One Source

for Beekeepers

Call: 0800 11 77 66

ecrotek.co.nz, click on ‘My

Ley eS OUT AUCKIANG OF CHTIStCNUurcn
;

orders on 0800 11 77 66.

‘ofa!one Cres, Burnside

Christchurch 8542

15e Kerwyn Ave, East Tamaki

Auckland 201%

Thanks for your support
in our first year!

Wishing you a

Merry Christmas from

the team at Ecrotek

P. 0800 11 77 66

E. info@ecrotek.co.nz
W. ecrotek.co.nz
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Invoice all NBA members existing subs, plus 13th month

provision, in Nov 2015, for period 1 Jan 16-31 Dec 16

W

-——YES ——
1 April2016 — establish

Apiculture NZ (ApiNZ)
——- NO

WwW

Credit out existing
membership invoices

Raise invoice for new

subscription using the ApiNZ
categories

W

New ApiNZ invoice less than

previous NBA invoice?

YES
+

New ApiNZ invoice more than

previous NBA invoice?

YES
+

ApiNZ owes $ to member Member owes ApiNZ

‘ vW

Carry credit forward to 2017

(no refund)

Invoice member for top-up on

1 April2016

WwW

1 April2017: raise invoice to

existing ApINZ members in

ApiNZcategories

NB: NBA members pay the 13th monthfor the 2016 year only. There is no third year required.
Non-NBA members whojoin ApiNZafter 1 April 2016 don't need to pay 13th month.



NEW ZEALAND'S LARGEST RANGE

OF BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES

Ceracell Beekeeping Supplies (NZ) Ltd

09 274 7236 (Auckland) | Fax 09 274 0368

24 Andromeda Crescent, East Tamaki, Auckland

PO Box 204184, Highbrook, Auckland 2161
BEES FOR LIFE™

;

4

Apistan used in rotation with the thymolbased Apiguard almost guarantees you will

not developmite resistance in your hives ;

Honey= Money!The most serious threat to hive vitalityis Varroa destructor. Varroa mite

numbers track brood growthUNLESSyou intervene. Use Apistannow to hammer adult

female mites and build clean bee numbers before your peakhoneyflow. Follow all label and

safetyinstructions.

Then after the honeyis taken off use Apiguardto knock back any varroa carried through
and go into next winter with very few mites. Rotation with these productsis a goodvarroa

management plan.

; .

+

j The Vita EuropeAmerican Foulbrood (AFB)DiagnosticTest Kit is an effective,efficient,
AFB Diagnostic Test Kit in-the-field tool to confirm the presence of the disease.Just like a pregnancy test kit, one

line in the window tells you the test is working.Two lines means you have AFB. Inform

Asure Quality,get a fire permitand burn the hive to stop the disease from spreading.

A singleuse kit only.

AFB can be eliminated from NZ if it is identified and those infected hives are burnt.

But you don’t want to burn false positives.

Keepan AFBtest kit handyevery time you visit your apiaries. Save time and hassles.

|
;

a. AFBBTest 18. 27°C

UESm Oy

Our shop will be open during the Christmas period
From 9am to 5pm Monday - Friday & Saturdays from 9am to 1pm

(excluding public holidays)

“Tleteamat Ceracellwouldliketo thankall ourvaluedcustomersforther
couttuuedsupport&businessthroughouttheyear. We lookforwardto

workingwithyouallagatata 2016

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
ia

ON

—_ (gen fa gg ona Ae
ea Wattlgnta’
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BUSINESS/MPI

STRENGTHENING THE
_

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
FOR BEE PRODUCT EXPORTS

On 5 November 2015, the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) released MPI Discussion Paper No: 2015/41. The consultation paper

and related documents can be found at https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news-and-resources/consultations/proposals-to-strengthen-the-
regulatory-framework-for-export-bee-products.Submissions close on 17 December 2015.

The following has been excerpted from the MPI consultation paper. This article concludes with commentary from Frank Lindsay.

Commentfrom Frank Lindsay

MPI has done it again.They work all year on proposals, then put it out

for consultation when beekeepers just don't have the time to look

at anything, as obtaining an income for the next 12 months is more

important. (Honey is produced over a six-week period, or a couple of

months if you follow the regional differences, but not year round.) MPI

did not submit an article to The New Zealand BeeKeeper—you have to
~

monitor their website or be part of the Bee Products Standards Council
to know what's going on. MPI staff then take a Christmas break and

have time to sort through things when they get back from holiday.

We have raised this issue with MPI at conferences and advised that the

best time to put up proposals is during the winter, when all beekeepers
have time to look at them and consider the ramifications.

|

Some of the proposal is good, but just how much honey is stolen?

And does it justify the additional costs placed on all small commercial

beekeepers who supply honey to RMP processors from now on (forever)?

At the moment, everybody is seeing manuka dollars but there will be

a downturn when the definition of manuka honey comes in. The new

standards will require a higher amount of manuka in the pot. Blends

will not attract such high prices. Beekeepers will need to process honey
more carefully,selecting frames to produce a purer product.

Not everybody supplies manuka honey. Smaller beekeepers supplying

honey to a RMPprocessor don't know where there honey will be

marketed. This is decided by the packer, who looks to the market that

provides the best return. Listing of beekeepers will add additional costs.

MPI does nothing for nothing. To use the electronic tracing system

will add another lot of additional costs. These transactions will have

to be verified by AsureQuality every month that the system is used by

beekeepers, at a further cost.

For the few tonnes stolen, does this justify putting costs on all

beekeepers? Surely the use of electronic trackers and hive monitors will

be a much cheaper option and will be a one-off cost. If there were no

costs associated with this extra security, I'm sure all beekeepers would

be happy to be part of the system.

Honey prices are high locally because of exports. Small-scale beekeeping
is marginal during a dry season. Beekeepersnot wishing to be associated

with extra costs willsimplyput more honey on the local market and this

could reduce prices domestically, taking us back to a period where we

‘produced honey as a‘way of life’and not necessarily for profit.

All beekeepers should read the proposal, answer the questions and put

in a submission to MPI. |



Tis the season.

Take one thingoff your ‘to do list

chat with us now about yo

SINCE 19'74

COMVITA,¢ k

Share Nature. Share L

We partner with beekeepers, supporting their business and building long term relationships.
Call Josh or Glen today for a chat, and find out what we can do for you or visit us at

www.comvita.co.nz/supply for more information.

North Island: Josh Easton South Island: Glen Drummond

Phone: 027 809 9509 |

_

Phone: 027 801 8538

Email:joshua.easton@comvita.com |

Email: glen.drummond@comvita.com



PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL

Quentin Chollet, Apicultural Technical Advisor, AsureQuality Limited

New Zealand may be remote from the rest of the world and protected by the fact it is surrounded by oceans. However, our means

of transportand volume of trade are such that the risk of a biosecurity incursion still is high. Indeed, more than three million visitors

stepped foot in New Zealand in the past 12 months, as well as more than 600,000 containers transiting through our ports. Both of these

numbers have been rising continuously in the past 10 years, representing an ever-increasing chance for a pest to pass through our

borders. In addition, ships’ ballast water, vessel hull fouling, used vehicles and machinery, mail and courier packs, smuggling (such as

pets or seeds), wind and ocean currents can contribute to the spread of pests and diseases.

COST / BENEFIT ANALYSIS

Economic Environmental Health VFVISELatoya Prioritisation Positioning Resources

Imports

Vessels

Passengers
Response

Pre-Border ae CapabilityEYL

vt

Acceptable
Level

~

«International Agreements + Pathway Risk Analysis - 0800 80 99 66 - Initial Response

- Import Risk Analysis - Clearance Standards - Modelling - Delimiting Surveys

-Import Health Standards + Sniffer Dogs - Sampling - Response Plans

- Pest Risk Analysis - Mail Inspection ‘Trapping - Info Systems

- Permits - Passenger Inspection - Survey - Eradication Measures

- Diagnostics

Fi 1: Th [tiple | of New Zealand's bi it tem.igure e multiple layers fosecurity system
continued.
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PRE-BORDER ACTIVITIES

Pre-border activities occur in the country from where the goods are

coming into New Zealand.

International plant and animal health standard development

This is a set of standards based by the International Plant Protection
|

Convention and the World Organisation of AnimalHealth.

Trade and bilateral arrangements

New Zealand partners up with some countries to develop Import
Health Standards (IHS),and engages in technical cooperation allowing
the establishment of free trade agreements.

Risk assessment and Import Health Standard development

Import Health Standards are the result of assessments of the risk related

to particular diseases or pests (likelihood of invasion, effect on New

Zealand, ways to manage the risk), and then looking at these risks in

relation to a product. Countries exporting goods must comply with

these regulations.

Female golden web spider Nephila pilipes,
Bali, Indonesia. Photo: mauriziobiso. Spiders
are a commonly reported contaminant/pest.

To reduce the risk of the most important
exotic pests and diseases to our economy,

our environment and even our health, New

Zealand, like many of our trading partners,

carries out a range of activities designed to

protect the country from bio-incursions.

In New Zealand, the framework for biosecurity
activities is set by the Biosecurity Strategy

dating from 2003, which is currentlybeing

updated by the Ministry for Primary Industries

(MPI)into a Biosecurity 2025 Direction

Statement.

How is biosecurity achieved?

Protection against biosecurity risks in

New Zealandrelies on seven layers of

activities classified into three areas

(see Figure 1):

1. Pre-border activities

2. Border activities

3. Post-borderactivities.



;.
How significant are biosecurity risks to
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POST-BORDER ACTIVITIES

Post-border activities are those that happen after the border.

Surveillance

The goalof surveillance is to detect new pests or diseases to enable a

quick reaction from MPI and the concerned industry. In the New Zealand

beekeeping industry, surveillance for exotic pests and diseases is run

every year by AsureQuality Limited on behalf of MPI.Three hundred and

fiftyapiary sites located in ‘hot spots’ (near international airports, ports,

transitional facilities, tourist areas and large population centres) are

checked visuallyand samples taken to the lab for further analysis.

Surveillance also enables MPI to provide economic partners with

disease freedom attestations. The causative agent of European

foulbrood, for example, is guaranteed not to be found in New Zealand

apiculture products.

In addition to this active surveillance, MPI and AsureQuality investigators

respond to notifications of suspect exotic pest and disease incursions

and other unusual mortality events through the Exotic Pest and Disease

Hotline (0800 80 99 66).

Readiness and response

MPI and primary industries are now working towards GIA (Government

Industry Agreement), which will help to guide the response process

in the event of an incursion. Specific measures for major threats and

generic programmes covering any possible scenario are to be set up

to ensure New Zealand's response to an incursion is adequate and

effective in eradicating the new pest or disease.

Pest management

Pest management plans can be put in place to control diseases that are

established in New Zealand.The AFB Pest Management Plan is a great

example of a national management plan dedicated to the eradication

of one specific bacterium. Pest management plans are supported by

specific legislation.

Sea containers

?New Zealand:
In 2014, more than 600,000 containers were

imported into New Zealand (over 1600 per

day). Most of these containers came into four

main ports (Auckland,Tauranga,Wellington
and Lyttelton).These containers come mainly
from Australia, Asia and the Middle East,

Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands, where

major bee pests are already established (e.g.,

European foulbrood in Australia, Asian honey
bees in Asia). See Figure 2.

New Zealand is in an enviable position from

a biosecurity perspective. We have one of

the lowest percentages of the world’s top

biosecurity pests and have no land borders.

However, as with most other nations, New

Zealand is a part of the world trade scene

and as such, must put measures in place
to minimise the biosecurity risk while not

unnecessarily hindering trade.

y

re Auckland Tauranga

WWLyttelton BFWellington

Ea Other

N

EoAustralia Asia and Middle East

; South East Asia Pe Pacific Islands

3 Other

Figure 2: Left: Proportion of sea containers

imported into. New Zealand, by port 2012;

right: Proportion of sea containers imported
into New Zealand, by region last loaded 2012

(Source: MPI).

Air transport

Air travel is a significant pathway for pests and

diseases. In some cases, it is a more effective

vector due to the speed at which transfers

take place. An example is the Asian mite

(Tropilaelapsclareae), which allegedly cannot

survive long without honey bee brood as

they cannot feed on adult bees. While Asian

mites may struggle to survive long enough
to be transported by ship to New Zealand, a

flight, being a much shorter timeframe, could

improve their odds of survival.

continued...
—



HONEYNETWORK
CONNECTING THE HONEY INDUSTRY

HONEYPetes ANDEASIER”
sad

See ee

“To be able to trade honey with more companies within NZ than you

ever have before, all on one website, is what makes this. site truly unique.”

|rade with confidence

With millions of dollars of honey traded from Southland

to the Far North already, we can provide a simple way

to buy and sell honey without the headaches. And you

don’t even need a computer!

VVINa trip to Apimoncia

The prize includes flights, accommodation, and a full

conference pass to the Apimondia Congress, wherever

in the world it may be held. For every 250kgs bought
or sold, and every $20,000 worth of product traded,
both the buyer and seller will be rewarded with an entry
in to the draw. Will you be going to Turkey in 2017 on us?

Get what you pay for

No more chasing test results! All product listings display
the necessary test results for you to immediately
determine the suitability for your intended markets.

As well as providing samples for each listing, we also

give buyers a 10 working day evaluation period so you

can conduct independent tests as required.
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Table 1 below shows the number of contaminants and pests reported by New Zealand officials

between April 2014 and March 2015.There are no specific data regarding the beekeeping

industry, but it is easy to picture the risk to which we are exposed. Soil harbouring small hive

beetle larvae, swarms carrying diseases, contaminated honey being smuggled into the country ..

our industry could be significantly affected by many of these biosecurity risks.

CONTAMINANT TYPE LOTT edat

Spider(s) 785 26.7

Insects (except ants) 675 23.0

Seeds 346 11.8

Soil 312 106

Other (e.g.,cobwebs, rubbish, water) 243
|

8.3

Plant products 197 : 6.7

Untreated wood packaging material 83 2.8

(non-ISPM 15)

Insect damage 66 2.2

Mould/fungi 83 2.8

Ants 41 1.4

Amphibians 23
|

0.8

Snails 19 0.6

Reptiles 18 0.6

Bark/straw 21 0.7

Animal products 13 0.4

Mammals (e.g., rodents) 7 0.2

Birds 3 0.1

Table 1: Contaminants reported by Approved Persons (APs): April 2014—March 2015.

What can | do?

It is tempting to say that as biosecurity is the

responsibility of the Ministry for Primary Industries,

it should implement systems that protect us

from these risks. However, while it is true that MPI

is responsible for ensuring that biosecurity risk

is managed, it is in the best interest of all New

Zealanders to ensure that we maintain our enviable

pest and disease status. As an industry, it is in our

best interest to help ensure that exotic pests and

diseases of bees are kept out and that if they pass

through the border, they are found at a point where

eradication could be attempted.

Therefore, as beekeepers we need to educate

ourselves in what to look for when inspecting hives

and to report anything that looks unusual. We would

rather have a sample test negative than have no

sample and discover a new pest or disease too late.

It is also good to remind everyone that the import

of honey, used beekeeping gear and queens is

Strictlyforbidden.

OMe alae UPC

ContainerTransitionalFacility
information:

http://www.mpi.govt.nz/

importing/border-clearance/
transitional-and-containment-

facilities/

The New Zealand Biosecurity

System and how it operates,

available online at: http://www.

kvh.org.nz/vdb/document/94099

Ministry for Primary Industries.

Biosecurity2025. Available online at

http://mpi.govt.nz/law-and-policy/

legal-overviews/biosecurity/

biosecurity-2025/

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

WHAT IS A

HOBBYIST?
—

Steohanie du Fresne

While unification of the diverse group of

people who keep bees is leading to lots of

word changes, new acronyms and the like, |

would like to question the classification system
that divides beekeepers into “hobbyists”and

presumably ‘serious beekeepers’—the title for

the non-hobbyist beekeeper never seems to

be made explicit.

As someone who keeps bees for other than

commercialpurposes,it would make sense

to me to distinguishcommercial from non-
commercial beekeeping; and in the complex

process of settingfair levies it might make

sense to distinguish small-scale beekeeping
from larger-scalebeekeeping.

However, hobby is definedin the Oxford

EnglishDictionary as "A favourite subject or
—

occupation that is not one’s main business;
a spare-time activity followed for pleasure or

relaxation” And the examples given make the

status of the hobby clear, thus:'Kirk’s painting
had always been more of a hobby withhim

than a profession;‘Tradeand industry were ©

interesting hobbies but not serious vocations:
I'm aware of small-scale non-commercial

beekeeperswho look to me asif they have a

very serious vocation for beekeeping, and! do |

my beekeepingwhen the bees need keeping,
not in my spare time. And while it’s always

fascinating and rewarding, sometimes it’s not

at the time pleasurableor relaxing.

And | do notice that“hobbyist”beekeepers
are the ones thought to need lots of

trainingand education, whereas it seems

to me all beekeepersneed to be on a

permanent learning curve, and the length
of one’s experience—plusone’s openness to

learning—is likelyto be more important than

the number of hives one keeps.

In the very helpful feedback to us hobbyists
from Kim Poynter at the IAIGB Meeting, | note

that it is proposed that those with 1-10 hives

will be defined and levied as hobbyists. This
lobbyist hobbyist is lobbying for that to be

correctly labelled as an issue of scale; and

where the issue of commercial as distinct from

non-commercial beekeeping arises, for that

also to be correctly labelled.

[Editor's note: Ricki Leahyaddresses this issue in

his President's report on page 5.]
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TREES FOR BEES CORNER

MANAGING MANUKA FOR
CARRYING CAPACITY

Dr Linda Newstrom-Lloyd

AND COMPETITION

The medical value of manuka honey has

produced a prosperous new sector in

the agricultural economy, especially for

landowners with unproductive marginal land.

These opportunities have brought many new

people into beekeeping, with hive numbers

doubling in five years from 300,000 in 2010 to

nearly 600,000 today (Figure 1).

Risks posed by overstocking

Such rapid growth of hive numbers has given
rise to new challenges.John Berryrecently said,

"Beekeeping has never been more profitable
but it has also never been more stressful”

When Trees for Bees started in 2009, we did not

imagine that the challenges to bee nutrition

would reach the proportions that we see today,

particularly the overstocking issues near the

centres of high-value manuka honey harvesting.

The rapid rise in hive numbers relative to

beekeeper and apiary numbers (Figures 2

and 3) has generated unprecedented levels

of overstocking in many regions, not only for

the honey harvest but also for overwintering
sites that deliver autumn and spring pollen
and nectar.

Deanna Corbett told us that overstocking
and carrying capacity are concepts well

understood by livestock farmers. She

explained:

if a farmer puts one more cow ona

pasture beyond the stocking rate for

the amount of food within the fenced

area, then the herd will not reach its

best live weight. Put 10 or 100 excess

cows on and they end up with a live

weight deficit and health issues. The

problem is that bees have no fences.

Newcomers to the beekeeping industry may

be unaware of the carrying capacity of an

- apiary site because they cannot readily see it.

How can the carrying capacity be estimated
for bees living in hives and flying over fences?

The carrying capacity can be defined by

the foraging range of the bees (three- to

five-kilometre radius) in relation to the

floral resources of pollen and nectar within

that range.Over time, beekeepers learn

to estimate how well different vegetation

types can ‘carry’a given number of hives. If

the carrying capacity of the foraging area is

exceeded, then there will be less (or even no)

surplus honey to harvest. If carrying capacity
is greatly exceeded, there will be malnutrition

and colony failure due to diseases or

starvation. For example, malnutrition leads to

susceptibility to diseases like Nosema ceranae.

Estimating colony food and water
needs

How much food and water does a single bee

colony need? Bees need pollen to raisetheir

brood and nectar to fuel their activities. The

farther they have to fly,the more fuel they
USE UD.

|

John McLean has given us some estimates

based on a single wild colony in a cold,

temperate climate, citing Thomas D. Seeley’s
book The Wisdom of the Hive (1995). The

annual hive requirements are approximately:

20 kilograms pollen (pre-digested by
nurse bees fed to queen, brood, and other

workers)

120 kilograms nectar (energy food for all

life stages made into honey: it takes five

to eight grams of honey to make one

gram of wax)

~ 25 litres water (evaporative cooling of hive

and vital for nurse bees for royal jelly)

‘A rule of thumb is thatabout one-third to

one-half ofa normal nectar harvest is used

up by the bees to keep the colony alive. For

this reason, beekeepers have historically been

careful not to encroach on the foraging range

of neighbouring apiary sites based on the

golden rule’ of beekeeping.

A concentration of too many apiary sites

with too many hives has an impact on all

beekeepers in the area, but most of all on the

traditional beekeeper who originally occupied
that site, usually for decades.

Paul Badger reports:

most manuka sites (probably about

90%) are summer sites (approximately
3 months) for honey cropping. If these

are overstocked, everyone just gets a

reduced honey crop. If there is no crop

and no money this should eventually
be self-limiting. The rest of the year (9

months) bees are on their wintering
sites. This is where the real problems
are happening.

Spring build-up can be compromised

by lack of suitable forage as well as

dealing with periods of bad weather.

This is where the health problems will

have the greatest effect. A hive with

low bee numbers going into a manuka

flow will never gather much honey
because it will use the flow for building

up bee numbers. We do not want to get
to the situation of trying to keep bees

in sterile deserts with hundreds of hives

fed on sugar syrup instead of nectar

and artificial pollen as a their only

protein source.

The importance of foraging range
To manage manuka carrying capacity, a good

understanding of the foraging range can help
a new investor, farmer or landowner to assess

the probability of successful honey harvests

from their proposed manuka installations.
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he area covered by the foraging range needs to be examined not only
or its carrying capacity, but also for any potential for competition from

ther apiary sites placed too close to the new plantation. A three- to

ve-kilometre radius is a huge area and few farms would be that large.
. cluster of small-scale farms working together cooperatively could

'€ managed to cover the area of a large-scale farm that encompassed
ost of a foraging range.

ut it is not simply a matter of competition from other apiary sites

laced too close. To be sure to get a good manuka harvest, the foraging
ange must also be assessed for any competing plants that flower at

je same time, especially if they offer better nectar than the manuka

ariety planted. A flower producingmore nectar with higher sugar

oncentration is generally preferred by bees, particularly if the nectar

; more accessible. lf abundant enough, these preferred flowers will

istract the bees from foraging on manuka, which deliver nectar in very
-

ny drops.

nother problem to watch is the composition and abundance of the

ollinator fauna in the area that could compete for the manuka flowers,
Jch as native bees and flies that frequent manuka flowers.

ny of these sources of competition can decimate the targeted

oney yield that was planned for—encroaching apiaries for summer

r overwintering, alternative nectar sources nearby, or competing
ollinators. To manage carrying capacity and competition well, the

westor, landowner or beekeeper need to be aware that the scale of the

yanuka plantation and potential concentration of nearby apiary sites is

ritically important.

espect the ‘golden rule’

qually important is the flowering calendar of the surrounding pollen
nd nectar sources for spring build-up, summer honey harvesting
nd overwintering survival ofthe bees. If the area is rich in diversity
qd abundance of bee plants, then the apiary could be resilient to

ompetition from any of the sources. A return to the ‘goldenrule’ of

eekeeping—to respect the foraging ranges of neighbouring apiaries—
‘ill safeguard the health of bees and honey yields for everyone and

vake investments in manuka honey plantations less risky.

arry Foster has proposed that Trees for Bees plantations can help

litigate the problems arising from lack of sufficient pollen and nectar

ue to overcrowding on asite. We agree with this proposal and believe

at manuka plantations can be sustainable if they include sufficient

yrage for spring and autumn. Installing plantations of bee feed trees

dd shrubs to cover spring and autumn will ensure sustainability for a

sidential apiary system.

anting high-performance bee feed plants can go a long way to

leviating and preventing overstocking problems. However, there is

limit to how many trees, shrubs and herbs that will fit into a hectare.

rerefore, self-regulationof apiary sizes and placements will also need

) be tackled by beekeepers, farmers, landowners and investors in a

dOperative manner. Everyone must come to terms with the fact that

arrying capacity for bees in any area will have a limit and since bees

ave no fences, overstocking leads to reduced profits for everyone.

ource

2eley,T. D. (1995). The wisdom of the hive: The social physiologyof honey
2e colonies. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
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Figure 1.

Number of hives in New Zealand from 1980 to 2015. Hive numbers

have nearly doubled in five years from 2010 to 2015, reflecting the

growth of the manuka honey harvesting industry.
This raises the question about carrying capacity for bees.
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Number of beekeepers in New Zealand from 1980 to 2015.

Beekeeper numbers were as high as 7000 in the late 1980s, but

declined after 2000 when varroa arrived in the North Island.

The rise in beekeeper numbers has accelerated since 2010.
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Figure 3.

The number of apiaries in New Zealand from 1980 to 2015.

Apiary numbers have remained relatively stable with a slight
decline after 2000, when varroa arrived in the North Island,

and then a sharp rise since 2007, reflecting the growing interest

in manuka honey harvesting.
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BUSINESS/HEALTH AND SAFETY

TRAVELLING WITH BEES
John Bassett

[Editor'snote: with a busy new season upon

us and many new entrants to the industry, we

felt it was timely to reprint this article originally

published in the August2013 journal. John

Bassett has made some minor modifications to

bring it up to date]

Bees and beekeeping are enjoying increasing

public awareness and support. It is therefore

important that our industry strives to

minimise the adverse effects that inevitably
result from some of our work practices.

Two activities that regularly receive negative
attention are travelling with bees and

transporting honey supers. A few bees left

flying around the fuel station lights or at the

lunch bar might be nothing to beekeepers,
but it would be ‘hundreds’to a member of

the general public who will have to cope with

those bees long after we have gone. And

the sight of bees spewing from the back ofa
truckload of honey supers certainly doesn't

indicate professionalism.

Shifting hives

The majority of hives shifted are for

pollination or migratory cropping, and more

often are done with the entrances open

to prevent overheating. The load is usually
covered with a‘scrim’so that bees are securely
contained even in daylight or under lights.
Some points to remember are:

1. anexcellent’scrim’ covercan be made from

green 80% shade cloth. The heavy-duty
knitted variety does not’pull’on the corners

of hives, nor billow excessivelyin the wind

2. even if you prefer to travel at night
uncovered, take your cover with you in

case of delays

3. the best time to load is in the half hour

before dark and after bees have stopped

flying.The load will be happier too!

4. adiesel motor left running at idle will

encourage bees to sit quietly on the truck

if you stop

5. at refuelling stations, pickthe pumps

furthest from bright lights, then park in

the shadows as soon as possible

6. beekeepersusing screened bottom

boards for varroa control are usually able

to plug the entrances for shifting

top screens with spacer cleats fitted under

the roofs and the hives secured with

EMLock® straps are excellent, especially for

small numbers. With entrances plugged,

they can then be safely transported in

daylight, but all the equipment must be

bee-tight

foam rubber strips made from a 25-mm

topper pad are very efficient for plugging
entrances

in the event of an accident or spill, bees

can, if necessary, be killed efficiently with

foam (detergent/water mix). Serious

operators should carry a foam-type (not

powder) fire extinguisher.

Examples of a top screen and escape board

(showing top and reverse sides).
Photos: John Bassett.

A truck-load of hives under scrim.

Honey loads

When honey is harvested using escape

boards the supers are free of bees, and with

a little care the load can be kept that way.

Where beeblowers(or other methods) are

used, it is Common to have a load of honey
with quite a few bees. Unfortunately, some

beekeepers still head for home with the

load uncovered to let these bees out. Food

hygiene regulations require honey supers to

be covered during transport (ie., “minimise

exposure to contamination’ in the harvest

declaration) and it makes good sense.

1. Escape boards make excellent covers for

honey stacks and allow for robbers to

escapeone or two ata time.

2. The time-honoured system of using sacks

or a scrim cover rolled back as loading

progresses will keep some of the bees

out. However,it is not very efficient,

especially with the modern emphasis on

hygiene.

3. Individual covers (such as escape boards). ~

have a bad habit of coming loose under
|

load straps. A tarpaulin or'scrim’over
them is advisable on the open road.

4. If the load has attracted a significant
amount of robbersduring the loading
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process, it is better to cover up (tarpaulin
or scrim) then briefly stop and uncover

a few hundred metres away before re-

securing the cover for the road home.

5. Ifyou must let bees out, do it at your own

apiary or depot—not someone else's!

6. Some beekeepers with truck-mounted

cranes now stack their supers of honey on

pallets and cover with a large plastic bag
before loading onto their truck. Trapped
bees can escape througha hole in the top

of the plastic bag.

7. Sticky supersstill need to be covered

for transport; otherwise they will cause

trouble for someone wherever you stop.

those with a ‘cowboy’—

Most of the complaints from businesses

and the public relate to bee spills from

commercial beekeepers. The majority of us are

professional operators, but we all sufferwhen

those with a ‘cowboy’attitude undermine

the public's increasing goodwill towards our

industry. Some of the above points may be

useful to those needing guidance.

Miriam Nicholson, former NBA Executive Secretary

The importance of following best-

practice guidelines when travelling with

bees can't be overstated. Careless travel

not only endangers the public, but can

have disastrous consequences.

Neil Farrer, in his ‘From the Colonies’

reports published in the [March and April
2013] journals, highlighted an incident

where beekeepers were parking their

trucks overnight in the centre of town,

causing issues for the general public
(Farrer, 2013, March).

Additionally,it was noted that, “a truck

loaded with hives stopped to fill up with

diesel’, causing the BP station to “close

for several hours’as a result of the chaos.

Neil reported, “Now all Wanganui-area BP

fuel station managers have decided to

automatically ban from their forecourts

any truck that arrives with bees on or flying
around it” (Farrer, 2013, April).

The Ruapehu District Council also wrote

to the NBA in March [2013] about safety
issues when travelling with bees.

The council's letter said, “The council is

aware that there is a lot of activity with

bee keeping traffic around the Ruapehu
District at this time of year. The majority
of rural roads are unsealed and narrow

with low traffic numbers; however it is

not unusual to meet traffic of all sizes on

them. Care must be exercised at all times.’

The letter continued, “the concerns from

Board Members are that bee keeping
truck drivers may be unfamiliar with the

area and are not driving to the conditions;

there have also been observations of bee

keeping trucks travelling more quickly
that the road environment would suit’

(Ruapehu District Council, personal
communication, March 2013)

The NBA believes that careless travel

with bees has a damaging effect on the

reputation of beekeepers.

[Editor's note: Frank Lindsay adds, “Since

this article was written, enforcement

officers are now writing out tickets for

insecure loading for loads not covered. If

they see a bee flyingoff,you geta ticket.’]

Things to consider when loading and

travelling with bees and/or honey

- Ensure you follow guidelines, notjust
when transporting bees but honey
boxes as well.

* —Slow down through road works. If you

have to wait for a‘lollipopoman} be

considerate and stop 100 metres away

So road workers are not affected by

hovering bees.

- Travel at night whenever possible.

> Putacover over the truck. You can use

scrim (hessian cover).

- Ensure the load is secured tightly to

avoid anything falling off or becoming
unstable and therefore requiring youto
stop.

- Check loads regularly during your trip,

ensuring you stop away from housing
or schools etc.

* —Park in uninhabited places. Do not stop

in built-up areas or anywhere that will

cause a problem—service stations,

towns, motels etc.

- Fuelup prior to loading.

- Beconsiderate and use common sense.

We all need to do our part when travelling
with bees. If not, we risk the possible
formulation of regulations around this issue.

We need to ensure that it doesn't become a

persistent problem by acting considerately
and remaining informed of best practice for

the greater good of the industry.
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Manuka Health
mo 6New Zealand Limited
aha ND

We Buy Your Propolis at a Premium Price
Manuka Health’s BIO New Zealand Propolis

™ is the Worlds first propolis with certified

levels of bioactives.

Manuka Health is leading the way in developing innovative propolis based products addingvalue to our industry
Manuka Health propolis products are tested and certified according to the levels of bioactives in them.

Contact us for our Prices
Due to the popularity of our products and the increased demand on our supplies we have increased our prices.

For more information on our new prices please contact John Connor or Keith Rodie.

John Connor Email: johnc@manukahealth.co.nz
249 Bruce Berquist Drive, Te Awamutu

Phone : (07) 870 6555, Fax: (07) 870 6556

Keith Rodie Email: ketth@manukahealth.co.nz Mob: 021 994516

INTRODUCING..... ITALIAN i aogoudebebubarcisedl
Finally,you now shaveeeSorena oulnequeens whensyou want (ondheed,pana way
to re-queen, or grow your hive numbers. Introducing virgin queens into the hive is a proven

method of re-queening and making splits in other countries. We now bring you a successful

method with excellent results here in New Zealand.

BeautBees Virgin Queen bees are from excellent breeding lines and are active, strong and

healthy. She has great temperament and lays well as you can see in the brood picture here.

She travels well with nurse bees in mailing cages just like mated queens. Couriered to your
door on overnight courier.

"Introduced virgin queens to my new splits, checked 2 weeks later...mated and laying well.

Absolutely thrilled. MT" Bob Giles, Beekeeper

TalkToUs TodayAbout YourQueen Needs And Secure Future Orders ToAvoidDisappointment.

CARNIOLAN BEES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

0800 BeautBees / 0800 232 882

0274 BeautBees /0274232882 QUEEN CELLS
Also Avail

sales@beautbees.co.nz 2 apie
www.beautbees.co.nz

Contract Extracting
|

Facility available in
= RBeautBces South AucklandLianrd Working W ovkere

Phone for details
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PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL

A NEW APPROACH TO
A SUSTAINABLE BEE

POPULATION
Philip Cropp, Project Leader, Rainbow Honey —E-mail: philip@nelsonhoney.com

Sustainable Farming Funding was granted to

Rainbow Honey in June 2014. The application
was for’‘A New Approach to a Sustainable Bee

Population:

The long-term goals for the project were:

1. to improve the selective breeding

techniques of honeybees to the varroa mite

and other economically important traits

2. to develop reliable methods for long term

sperm storage

3. to identify bee peptide profiles associated

with the inhibition of varroa reproduction.

This project was designed to improve the

selective breeding techniques of honeybees
for tolerance to the varroa mite and for other

economically important traits. We looked

to develop reliable methods for long-term

sperm storage and identify bee peptide

profiles associated with inhibition of varroa

reproduction.

These methods will contribute to quick,

inexpensive and accurate assessments of

breeding candidates, enhance control and

timeliness of mating, and provide better

management of genetic diversity in the

New Zealand honey bee population.

We proposed to develop an environmentally
sustainable alternative to chemical
treatments for varroa that will make the

bee population healthier and cheaper to

maintain, and provide pollination security
for all bee-dependent agricultural sectors.

This will benefit the bee products industry,

pollination-dependent fruit, seed, and

vegetable industries and producers of animal

productsdependent on bee-pollinated

forage species. Pollination security is crucial

for primary production sectors that contribute

approximately $5.1 billion per annum to the

New Zealand economy.

The project started with great enthusiasm and

anticipation. The project team was profiled
and a steering committee was sought.

Field trials

Field trials commenced after a guideline
handbook was written for the seven

commercial beekeepers who had agreed
to be part of the Varroa Tolerance Selective

Breeding Programme.Thesefield trials were

part of an experiment to determine the

genetic dose of varroa tolerance trait that

bees need to manage varroa effectively.

As we attempted to determine the lowest

threshold of varroa tolerance needed, we

knew that we would have failures along the

way. These provided opportunities for us to

learn and improve our techniques.

In October 2014 the beekeepers received the

following from Rainbow Honey (RH):

1. eight unmated varroa tolerant queens

expected to mate with local area drones;

i.e, the workers will receive 50% of

~ 2

their genes from their varroa tolerant

mothers and 50% from these beekeepers’
commercial stock

2. eight mated queens already mated with

drones from the varroa sensitive hygiene
(VSH) hives; i.e., the workers receive 100%

of their genes from varroa-tolerant stock

3. commercial beekeepers were to select

potential breeding stock of their own to

be monitored for VSH and other traits

every two months by Rainbow Honey.

Some unanticipated issues arose with the

above approach:

- beekeepers were not wanting to

jeopardise their Italian stock

- beekeepers were spring-treating hives for

varroa

* an overall lack of data.

continued...
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Fast, reliable and cost-effective

results from the people who

know your business.

IANZ
ACCREDITED LABORATORY

We pride ourselves on

delivering reliable and

accurate honey tests with

:

the fastest response times

y and best value available.

And we do it with a smile.

We have the people, the

y expertise and most importantly
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the desire to help your business

succeed. If you'd like to experience a

refreshing difference in laboratory
testing, we will enjoy talking to you.

Visit our website or

call us today: 07 974 4740

www.analytica.co.nz

ANALYTICA
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Cut Comb Honey Frame

Foundation slides through a groove in top bar.

Quick and easy to set up and re-use.
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available.
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This prompted Rainbow Honey to personalise

each participating beekeeper's programme,

resulting in:

- —instrumental insemination between

participating beekeepers’ stock

- regular phoretic varroa counts.

Assay redesign

In the laboratory, the initial plan was to

collect 480 semen samples and store them

in preparation for an insemination schedule

of 30, 60, 90, 270 and 365 days. The Cawthron

Institute, upon reviewing other research

articles and consulting with Brandon

Hopkins and Rainbow Honey, redesigned
the assay. Two hundred semen samples of

five microlitres were collected in November

2014. Forty samples were fresh semen and

the other 160 samples were divided into four

varying types of coating solutions.

Twenty virgin queens were inseminated twice

with five microlitres a day apart with fresh

semen: they were the control queens. The

rest of the semen was stored at a controlled

temperature for 12 weeks.

The inseminated queens were monitored,
and 30 days after insemination, the brood was

assessed for viability.

There was not a high survival rate for any

of the insemination treatments, including
the controls. Hence the results were not

conclusive, other than that the brood score

was higher for both the fresh semen and the

treatment with the highest antibiotics and

antioxidants, indicating the semen viability

was stronger.

Rainbow Honey chose not to commence with

identifying the bee peptide profiles associated

with the inhibition of varroa reproduction,
instead choosing to concentrate on VSH

increase and testing skills.

Taking stock

This year’s programme has thrown up a

number of questions, whilst at the same time

producing some conflicting results. Across

the board, including all results from Rainbow

Honey and the seven VSH partners, our

highest VSH percentage in a surviving hive is

57% with 27% in the 30+ range.

On a positive note, this indicates the

continued presence of the VSH trait within

our bees, but we need to refine our breeding

programme to try and improve on increasing
this trait. Anecdotally, we have heard that

in the USA that it took eight generations of

purely focusing on the VSH trait to produce a

100% VSH queen.
-

Now is an appropriate time to take stock,

analyse the data collected and review the results

as a means of quantifying what went well and

identifying the areas that need refinement.

It is our beliefthat the scope of the project
has grown to a level whereby obtaining
accurate and consistent data has become

problematic. Looking forward, we believe

that the overarching project objectives need

to be clearly re-defined, and that the overall

size of the project base needs to be narrowed

to increase the success rate of obtaining the

long-term objective of producing a line of

bees with high VSH.

We propose that the focus for the forthcoming
season is on quality rather than quantity,

adopting and refining a more scientific base for

our test work with rigorous and standardised

procedures in place for the collection of data,

coupled with work towards ensuring the

survivalof our potential breeders.

It is our belief that the adoption of the

corrective actions outlined above will result

in a more robust set of data that will enable

the project to move to its next level. We

appreciate your support in this project to

date and look forward to continuing working

together in the future.
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www.hill-laboratories.com

Manuka Health
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Now Buying Honey: Manuka, Pohutukawa,
Tawari, Kamahi, Clover, Pasture and Bush.

Manuka Health New Zealand Ltd is experiencing unprecedented
growth and our requirements have increased.

Support your New Zealand Packers!

Please contact Keith Rodie
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Manuka Health New Zealand Limited

66 Weona Court, Te Awamutu
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Many thanks to all our Beekeepers new and old for their continuing support during 2015
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BRANCH REPORTS

Hawke's Bay Branch

After several years of few or no problems,

spray poisoning has been occurring in

pollination hives this year. Fortunately there

has not been a lot but it is a concern.

Interest in beekeeping is increasing year upon

year. Deanna Corbett had another large crop

of budding hobbyiststake her course this year

and | really enjoyed hosting them for a few

hours. Although everyone was given veils,

| showed them through half a dozen hives

without any protective gear to show them

just how gentle bees can be when handled

properly. Bythe end of the session everyone

was a lot more relaxed.

- John Berry, Branch President

Bay of Plenty Branch
The Bay of Plenty has had a nice spring for

bees. The biggest problem was stopping

swarming as the hives have strengthened

exceptionally well.

Rewarewa has had a good set this year and

nice golden honey is pouring into hives that

we have within flying range of these trees.

Avocado pollination is in full swing, gold
kiwifruit pollination has started, clover is

flowering in paddocks, manuka is flowering—
all in all, a great time to be a beekeeper.

lam off now with some more pollination
hives to deliver, so talk to you nextjournal.

- Bruce Lowe

Nelson Branch

The weather over the past five or so weeks

has been quite mixed. We have had a lot more

wind than normal, which has had an influence

on those wanting queens mated. Reports
indicate such activity is possibly running
a week or so later than previous seasons.

Although temperatures generally have been

warmer, we still managedafrost in early
November. Hopefully the last.

From a pollination point of view, apples had a

very short flowering and hence hives tended

not to be long in orchards. As | type this,

boysenberries are currently all in flower and

kiwifruit not far away. There appears to be a

great flowering of barberry and hawthorn on
the river valleys.So that, combined with the

other plants currently in flower, is providing

plenty of food for growing beehives.

Most hives are building up well, with quite a

bit of swarming happening. While this is not

uncommon around this time of year, it has

been mentioned that perhaps the addition

of Carnolian genetics may have been having
some influence on this behaviour also. Varroa

numbers appear low, but unfortunately some

AFB is being reported. In one case it was from

unregistered hives/apiary, which required
authorities to act and destroy the infected

hives. There are some new bee operations

setting up in the region, so hopefully this

doesn't cause too much conflict as we move

into the honey-gathering season.

IES
Southern North Island Branch

The weather has warmed up, but after the

Octoberflow it has been lean pickings. Now

the cabbage trees are flowering well, so there

are some forage plants for the bees.

Finallythe ‘powers that be’ have realised

that manuka and manuka honey could

have significant benefits to our region for

employment and exports. Some things take

a long time to filter through.The increase

in beekeepers and hive numbers certainly

prove that many new chums are trying to

cash in on the supposed cash cow: a bit like

the changeover from traditional farming to

dairying. We live in interesting times.

Hopefully all will be able to have an enjoyable
festive season.

- Jason Smith

Matings have been slow at times with the

new queens not being able to get out with

the rain and cold; however, there are plenty
of swarms around in town and in the country.

Once the barberry starts to flower | usually

get callouts for swarms around the city. | have

passed a large swarm hanging on a tree next

to a commercial apiary for six days now. It

is slowly getting smaller. | guess the more

apiaries one has, the harder it is to keep track

of swarm cells in the hives. It certainly is a

busy time.

Most beekeepers in our area are gearing up for

the start of the honey flow from early December
on. Let us hope for another good season.

- Neil Farrer, NBA Life Member

= Ce

My father checking his beehive

Top photo: Jamie Troughton/Dscribe Media on the roof in Nelson.
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Canterbury Branch

We have had some drizzle showers through
October in our area, enough to keep the grass

growing.This has been localised and areas

further north in Canterbury have missed out.

The continuing dry in Canterbury has

provided reasonably settled weather, which

has been good for queen matings.

| have had reports of an early honeydew flow

along the foothills of mid Canterbury. Yellow

flowering crops (brassica) are showing up

throughout Canterbury, providing an additional

nectar flow in a time of natural dearth.

Dandelions seem to be spreading more and

more throughout pasture. Enquiries into this

reveal that it could be caused by older pasture,

OH imbalance, and potassium deficiency.

The clover root weevil still seems to be having
an impact, as clover is not as noticeable in

pasture or even on the sides of the road yet.

A reminder when catching swarms from a tree

branch: cut the branch off into an open weave

bag of some sort. (Some dog biscuits bags
such as Tux are good for this purpose.) This will

enable all bees to be caught and not leave an

annoying few left hanging around afterward.

Put swarms into a nucleus box with a frame

of mixed brood and a feeder with sugar syrup

and spare frames. This will helo prevent the

swarm flying off again. Swarms into hives

should be monitored for two years to allow

time for any AFB spores to show up that may

be with them.

By the end of November, and before the main —
honeyflow starts, you should have removed

varroa treatments from hives.

Bestwishes for a bountiful season and here's

hoping for some timely rainfall.
_

-Noel Trezise

Southland Branch

The Southland spring has been as character

building as ever. When it hasn't been raining,
it has been blowing with the odd fine day to

gather some pollen. Hopefully some queens

have managed to find some willing drones

and should be laying soon.

Industry proposal

There are concerns from some members

regarding the proposed new industry body.
What is being proposed has fairly large

funding requirements and there seems to be

an expectation that a commodity levy can

be put in place to fund PR companies, CEOs,

office space and whatever else a modern

industry body is supposed to have. | seem to

remember that a commodity levy requires

majority support from all paying stakeholders,

not just a few at a conference, and last time

the industry voted, the commodity levy was

thrown out.

The industry currently has a gold-rush

mentalitywith ever-increasing prices.

Everything that goes up rapidly in price

invariably at some stage has a correction, often

an over-correction. When this happens, can

this new entity be run on a shoestring budget?

The latest proposal is suggesting the end

of the established branches, to be replaced

by anumber of hubs. These hubs would be

controlled by the management team, even

organising field days, meetings or whatever
the management team determines that area

needs. The current branch structure of the

NBA performs vital functions and must be
:

retained and managed by the local members,

for the local area, not by some outsiders.

The group putting this new entity together —
have only wanted to hear positive comments
and have been unwilling to accept that

some peoplehave reservations or concerns.Members must navethe trustthat helef
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opinions can be voiced and taken seriously or

why would they give support to an entity that

is Supposed to represent them?

Beekeepers, look closely at the latest proposal.
It is an expensive, top-heavy structure giving

paid staff control of your industry. The draft

rules proposed drive the industry from the

top down. You as beekeepers will have little

say. It is your industry that generates billions

of dollars for the New Zealand economy and

you should have the opportunity to control

your own beekeeping industry and not be

told whatto do by somebody who knows

little about beekeeping. While what we

currently have as an industry structure needs

some improvement, we are an independent
bunch, and won't accept being controlled by

paid staff.

Without beekeepers producing bee products,
all the other associated businesses have no

product to deal with. Producers have the

power to control our own industry. The NBA

is currently still in existence and it is not yet a

done deal that the NBA will cease to exist in

favour of this new entity. The members must

look very closely at this latest proposal and

ask questions.

[Editorsnote: Ricki Leahyaddresses these

concerns in his President’s report for the month.]

Field day

The SouthlandBee Society (SBS) would like to

invite all beekeepers to a field day to be held

at the Limehills School, Centre Bush,on 13

February 2016.

Fora start time and full programme, see

www.southlandbeesociety.nzor phoneSBS

secretarySonyaon 03 2358371 for more details.

-

Registrationsclose 2 Februaryfor catering

purposes.A varied and interestingEeehas been planned.
|

x - Shaun Lawlor,Branch President

Taken on the Desert Road: heather country.
Photo: Frank Lindsay.



Frank Lindsay, NBA Life Member

The main honey flow should be under way. As|
write this, cabbage tree, hawthorn and kamahi

are in flower and rewarewa is just about to

pop. Clover is just starting to flower and so is

manuka on the very warm northern slopes
(inland; it will be much later in our area).

This is what we've been waiting for all year,

nursing bees throughthe build-up period and

controlling swarming. Now we have colonies

bubbling over with bees, just ready to bring in

the nectar.

Will it last in these dry conditions? Perhaps if

we get a good shower of rain every week, we

could get a prolonged flow; however, it’s an El

Nino year and production varies during these

periods. Some western parts of the country

do well while eastern areas tend to dry out

quickly.We have had years where apiaries in

some eastern areas have produced only nine

kilograms per hive.

Sometimes we also get an overlapping of

flowering species (like kamahi and rewarewa)
> that the bees prefer, meaning they collect

from these sources rather than collecting

high-value manuka honey. We place our hives

and it's up to the bees to decide what they

prefer to bring in.

Maximising honey collection

Our aim is to collect as much honey as

possible. Bees are stimulated by the amount

of empty drawn comb in the hive. Empty
comb immediately above the brood nest gets

bees out and working, but undersupering
is heavy work for beekeepers and disruptive
for the bees. Better to put on two or perhaps
three honey supers at once.

Some books state that you don't put on an

extra super until you see the bees white

waxing in the middle of the top honey super.

This can often be too late as to do this, the

bees will have had to use their own bodies

as storage vessels to hold and process the

nectar. Bees need to pack the wet nectar into

the hives as it comes in and then process it

during the evening. If the hive fills up with

honey, the bees stop collecting and are hard

to get going again.

The adverse part of oversupering is if there

is only a dribble of a honey flow, the bees

seem to chimney up, fillingonly the four

centre frames of each super. Even though
this creates more work for the beekeeper, the

hives will have outproduced those that had

insufficient supering.

Another alternative is to take off the

completed (nine-tenths capped) honey as

it's produced and return the wets to the hive

again to refill, but remember we should always
doa full brood inspection for disease before

removing any honey.

Walk outside in the evening, and listen to the

hum and smell the fragrance of the nectar

as the bees expel moisture from the honey.
Some beekeepers used to talk of ‘hundred

dollar days’duringthe warm, still days of early

ABOUT THE APIARY

A“

MAY THE FLOW BE WITHYOU

summer. With today's honey prices, it could
|

be a little more. Those who have a hive on

their scales will see the flow progressing. The
weight gains can be surprising to those who

haven't seen this before and now we can do

this electronically from a distance, making

trips out supering worthwhile rather than just

working on instinct.

For the hobby beekeeper, it’s easy to remove

one or two capped frames and process it

without any equipment. Newly built-out

frames are easy to extract. Use a kitchen fork

to break down the wax cappings, then use

the side of the fork to take the wax off to the

midrib of the wax foundation. Do this gently
so you don't break the wax midrib. Uncap into

a large pan as honey drips everywhere.

Use plenty of newspaper under everything,
as it's easier to clean up. Pour the honey in a

muslin bag or nylon stocking and allow it to

drain naturally, which will strain out most of

the wax.

Return the wet frames to the hive in the

evening after the bees have finished flying, as

wet honey stimulates the bees to get out and

search for this new nectar source. Bymorning

the bees will have cleaned up the frames and

willhave started drawing them out again.

When putting on extra honey supers, draw

the bees up into the new super by lifting an

outside frame from the super below in which

the bees have already begun storing nectar.

continued...
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Production hives and swarm

control

In January | will be putting

protected queen cells from a few

selected production hives in all

the nucs | have made. Hopefully
most would produce enough to

feed themselves through winter.

If| want to have more production
hives, | could combine two ofthe

now five-frame nucs together
(remove one of the queens with

a frame of brood and restart

the nucs off again). Bees can be

combined without fighting when

the honey flow is on, as there's lots

of nectar coming into the hive.

| have managed to control the

majority of swarming by taking
four-frame nucs from populous
hives every couple of weeks,

which hasn't affected the hive's

overall development. | also have

made nucs from any hives that

started queen cells by using
one for the nuc and removing
all others from the hive. If| allow

the nuc ‘swarmcell queens’ to go

through to next season, they may

have a propensity to produce a

bee that likes to swarm, so |
replace these with a known

breed of bees that produces
well, winters well and hopefully
doesn't swarm.

Boosting honey production

All beekeepers look forward to gathering
and eating their own honey. Honey is really

only produced from populous hives; i.e., two

or three supers of bees. Some hives may not

have achieved this type of build-up.

There are ways to get a small (single super)
hive to produce honey by restricting brood

production. In my early beekeeping days, |

often used to accompany the late Eltham

beekeeperTrevor Rowe on his rounds when

my wife was visiting her family.Trevor would

pinch out the queen on his small hives as the

clover honey flow started and allow the bees

to raise their own new queen. Bythe time the

new queen started laying, the majority ofthe

brood had emerged and this new field force

of bees was out working and had collected

a box or more of honey. Very few bees are

needed in the hives when all the brood has

emerged. If you want to keep the queen, put

her in a queen shipping cage and an AZ-BZ

SO beekeepers benefited in a

number of ways. They got three

supers of barberry and boxthorn in

the spring, up to three of clover off

hay paddocks and another couple
in the autumn when boxthorn

flowered again. Some hedges were

up to 20 feet wide at that time.

Things started changing when

hedge cutters came into

prominence with their huge

rotating blades,and changed
even more when rotational

grazing came along, helped by the

development of electric fencing.
Now, beekeepers in the region
need to have a lovelysettled

season to produce an above-

average crop (the average is 35

kilograms) from pasture land.
i eM et A

Ralph Mitchell collecting a swarm. Photo: Jody Mitchell.

introduction cage. However, you will have to

check in five days and destroy any queen cells

the bees have produced. Otherwise, you will

end up with another queen or perhaps the

hive will try to swarm, seeing there would be

two queens in the hive.

Trevor's method still could work today; in fact,
some commercial beekeepers use a Modified

version when they requeen their hives with

cells during the flow. If the honey came off

within 20 days, an early varroa treatment

would catch most of the mites on the bees,

making it easier to clean them up. It's a good
idea to requeen early, as drone fecundity
drops off towards the end of the season due

to poorer pollens and the reduced desire of

the bees to produce drones.

In those days (1980s), Taranakifarmers had

hedges to protect dairy cattle from the winds

that can rip through the region. Farmers

relied on hay production for winter feed,

There are perhaps more skilful

ways to achieve bigger honey

crops, but it also requires more

gear. One way is to Demaree

a hive; i.e., place the queen

and the frame she is on into

a super of foundation frames

(on the bottom board) below a

queen excluder. Apart from the

requirement of additional frames,

a second visit is required in five

days’time to remove any queen

cells begun by the bees in the

brood super above the queen

excluder due to the absence of

the queen (which is now below

the excluder).

The plus side of the Demaree method is that

the new brood is healthier, being produced
on all new wax. This considerably reduces

their exposure to varroacides already in the

old frame wax.
|

Trevor Rowe had another trick to determine

whether a hive needed another honey super

without looking in the hive. Trevordidn’t use

hive mats so when the bees moved up into

the top super, they sealed the roofon with

propolis. Any hive where a roof was hard to

remove needed an extra honey super.

Time was of the essence and Trevor had a

thousand hives to look after. All frames were

hand-uncapped, and many were simplicity
frames. He used to tape his wrist and cut off the

cappings in one action, like using a sword. You

get very skilful when there are thousands of

supers to extract. Now we just push them into a

machine uncapper and the job is done for us.
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Sugar feeding

Many new beekeepers are experiencing their

first season, having just acquired a hive or

nuc. These are small units with perhaps only
a couple of thousand bees flying. Therearen't

enough bees to sustain the nuc and build up

quickly,so we feed them a one-to-one ratio

of sugar water by weight (i.¢., one kilogram
of sugar to one litre of hot water to dissolve).

Feeding continues until the bees have drawn

out all of the frames and you have a full super

of bees.

You can stop feeding as soon as you see bees

working clover and storing more nectar than

you are feeding them. It’s reallysurprising
how quickly the nectar is brought in. We say

it literally pours in, but bees are out there

visiting millions of flowers a day in a five-

kilometre radius of the hive. Each bee tends

to work a two-metre-square patch, marking
flowers as they go, so they don't waste effort

visiting the same flowers that have recently

This is the best time

to get queens mated

for those making their

own replacements.

It’s really surprising
how quickly the nectar

is brought in.

been visited. This scent wears off when the

plants refill with nectar. Some flowers do

this within a few hours; others take a day to

produce more nectar from their nectaries.

Some plants, like clover, are made up of many

small florets. As each floret is pollinated it turns

down, starts developing seeds and dries up.

Nectar in these small plants don't last long
under the heat of the day. Cloverdries out by
about 11 am on hot, sunny days but will keep

secreting when the days are dull, warm and

humid. When one source dries up, bees switch

to a different source until that finishes.Trees
like pohutukawa drip nectar nearly all day, and

there are so many flowers on each mature tree

it’s like having 100 square metres of ground.

Those with top-bar hives should keep

pushing the main brood area back alittle

from the entrance to get one or two new

bars drawn down. Take out the fullycapped
frames to create more space in the rear.

Otherwise, the hive is likelyto fill,which could

lead to swarming. Store these bars in a sealed

container, as you will need at least 10 bars full

of honey for winter stores.

In some years, swarms continue right into

January but hopefully not this year. We also

have colder years when the flow doesn't

start until the end of December. In these

years, beekeepers keep feeding hives in

anticipation that the flow will start shortly.
Here's hoping by the time you receive this,

the flow will be under way.

Bees in the city do far better than those in the

countryside. Strong hives in a good area can

produce up to 100 kilograms per hive when

everything goes well.
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Check your bees

| from any internet

remote hive monitoring enabled device

hive acoustics : brood temperature : hive humidity
: hive weight : apiary weather conditions

e Remotely monitor spring build up, brood state and queen status

e Receive an alert if a colony becomes queenless or when a new queen
starts laying

e Track forager activity, accurately map nectar flow, receive alerts when

its time to add or remove honey boxes

e Compare trends in hive performance over time and make hive to hive

and site to site comparisons
e Analyse weather conditions at your apiary and directly compare with

hive data.

e Check if winter stores are low or if bees need feeding
e Packagers available for every beekeeper, large or small or hobbyist.

Hive monitors and scales can be purchase independently, all users

receive free updates and features as they are released, so your system
never becomes out of date.

Anti theft tracking Device. Secure your sites now with this specially
designed Beehive GPS unit.

Due to its small size (1.2 x 6.5 x 14 cm), it can placed on

the inside of the hive. Every time someone tries to move

a hive from its current position, the Anti-Theft tracking
device enables and sends two “help” messages directly to

your mobile phone. Once you receive the help message

you can track the position and speed, or the movement

and follow its position through a goggle maps link. Plus

it has other features where you can call it for updates on

position and battery life, or to turn the device off.
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ComagAgencies Ltd

(Est 1975)

Specializing in the distribution of:

PET Bottles, Jars & Closures

Plastic Containers

Trigger Bottles

Trig Paks

Flagons

Jerry Cans

Tamper Evident Closures

Flip Top, Oil & Cap Closures

Trigger Sprayers

Dispenser Pumps
Pressure Sprayers

Baby Bottles

Cosmetic Jars & Lids

Max Tapener Vine Tying Machines

Max Tape & Products

Ezy Pails, Top Pails & Spacesavers

www.comag.co.nz enquiries@comag.co.nz
Ph 09 3795186 Fax 09 5798769

Wo Tae
Tunnicliffe Timber Company Limited

Beehive Boxes

Top Feeder Rims

Beehive Floors

Custom Work Etc.

Kiln Dried Untreated

Or

Bee Friendly Treated

Tanalised —cowood
<>

Or

Chemically Free

ThermoWood®

Call us free on 0800 657 934

Visit our website: www.tunnicliffes.co.nz

37 Kowhai Ave, PO Box 54, Edgecumbe, Fax 07 304 8208

WANTED TO BUY

BULK

Manuka, Kanuka and

Native Bush Honey
Payment terms: 100% cash

immediately prior to trucking

Phone John 021 439 623 or 09 407 6873

Email: honeysales@vodafone.co.nz
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29 AFB auditors inspecting apiaries near you Rex Baynes, AFB PMP Manager 3 | Apr 26

A few extra dollars go a long way Ricki Leahy, NBA President 11 | Dec 4

A mild autumn, but El Nifo ‘verylikely’ NIWA National Climate Centre 6 | Jul 15

A new approach to a sustainable bee population Philip Cropp, Rainbow Honey 11 | Dec 23

A new season begins Frank Lindsay,NBALife.Member 7 | Aug 29

A request for funding assistance NZ Apicultural Industry Interim Working Group 1 | Feb 23

A superb honey dinner Maureen Conquer, President, Apimondia Oceania 1 | Feb 2/

Commission

Advice for overwintering hives Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 3 | Apr 45

AFB PMP financial statements to 31 May 2014 Audited accounts of AFB NPMS (AFB PMP) 3 | Apr 53

Management Agency
AFB PMP Management Board making technology Rex Baynes, AFB PMP Manager 9 | Oct 23

work for beekeepers
AFB PMP Management Board Strategic Goals and AFB PMP Management Board 9 | Oct 25

Performance

AFB PMP report Rex Baynes, AFB PMP Manager 3 | Apr 22

AFB recognition course list on website Rex Baynes, AFB PMP Manager 9} Oct 21

AFB recognition courses planned for 2015 Rex Baynes, AFB PMP Manager 3 | Apr 33

AGM, Apimondia and audits Ricki Leahy, NBA President 6 | Jul 4

Alert for all beekeepers: quality data needed Landcare Research Ltd 7 | Aug 7

An interview with Kim Poynter NBA Publications Committee 3 | Apr 9

Aninvitation(Approved Beekeepers) Rex Baynes, AFB PMP Manager 9 | Oct 32

Analysis of NZ honey imports to the USA Peter Molan 9 | Oct 51

Another extraordinary event Maureen Conquer, Apimondia Oceania Commission 10 | Nov 9

Vice President

_Apiculture industry proposed structure Kim Singleton, Interim Working Group; NBA Executive 4 | May 7
|

Council

Apimondia Congress status report Maureen Conquer, President, Apimondia Oceania 6 | Jul 19

Commission

APIWEB update ByronTaylor,Apiculture Technical Manager, 9 | Oct 32

AsureQuality Ltd

Are we listening? Interim Apiculture Industry Governance Board 9 | Oct 12

Argentine ants in New Zealand hives James Harrison, Kiwitahi Honey Ltd 2 | Mar 19

Asian honey bee (Apiscerana) Quentin Chollet, Apiculture Officer, AsureQuality 4 | May 13

Limited

Asian mite Quentin Chollet, Apiculture Officer, AsureQuality 8 | Sep 17

Limited |

Become a successful beekeeper, wherever you are Lincoln University 9 | Oct 45

Bee aware art exhibition, Auckland Kim Kneijber,Auckland 9 | Oct 15

Bee Aware Month 2015: Feed the bees NBA Management Team 7 | Aug 16

Bee aware of your health and safety obligations this Peter Bell, Federated Farmers Bee Industry Group 9 | Oct 42

year Vice-Chairperson, Chairperson Joint Health and Safety
Focus Group

Bee visitors have library humming Alison King, Rotorua DailyPost L | Feb 27

Bee-friendly insecticide on the horizon? Associate Professor Peter Dearden, Universityof Otago 9 | Oct 43

Beekeeping and its impact on World War II Karen Nielsen Lorence, reprinted from American Bee 6 | Jul 25

Journal
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Coast to Coast

Queen Bees
Hamilton, Waikato

Currently taking queen cell
and mated queen orders for 2016

Email: infoWctocqueens.co.nz
Website: www.ctocqueens.co.nz

Coast to Coast Queen bees, formerly
known as Beeline Ltd. will continue

to produce high quality cells and

queens under the guidance of

John and Judy Dobson

The Quicklift Compact Crane Range can lift up to 3,000kg
Wireless remotes, winches and many accessories available

Kit sets available for any fitting and lifting application
Ask about our fully certified fitting service

NZS/AS1418 safety standard approved
Lifting productivity safely
Very high power to weight ratio

After sales support network

CALL OUR FRIENDLY TEAM TO DISCUSS
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NS based
Extraction Processing Packaging

he bo Thinkingabout

Shae? |1800068-8 (0)a

Order your Crystech
Honey Extractor before
the end of January 2016

to get this great price!

Usually $28,500

Bp EC
24 frame Honey Extractor

manufactured in NZ

Order before

31 January 2016 ¥

_ *In order to take advantage of this offer you must

__ place your order and pay a 30% deposit by the

31 January 2016. Extractors will be delivered in

September or October 2016. Prices exclude GST.

Immediate

Cea

hummer

Honey and Wax 47%

Separation Made Easy
aida SRE SEE

The innovative design
of the humma™ honey

- Delivers clean honey
centrifuge provides and drier wax

advanced, easy-to-use ==. Continuous wax removal,
technology for the

separation of honey
and wax.

eliminating bottlenecks

and stoppages

No further honey
processing required

Ultra quiet operation
* Compact design
* Up to 1 tonne/hr

throughput

Contact
John Dailzell

m 021 715975

4 Finance ') e j.dalzell@scott.co.nz
‘ a

AlistairColemanj Payalce(ert

e acoleman@gts.co.nz
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Beekeeping industry benefits from surveillance Tony Roper, AsureQuality Limited 6 | Jul 9

programme

Biosecurityrisk pathways Quentin Chollet, Apiculture Technical Advisor, 11 | Dec 13

AsureQualityLimited
Book review: BackyardBees, written by Doug Purdie Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 2 | Mar 10

Book review: Bee Time, Lessons from the hive John McLean, NBA Research Committee 2 | Mar 11

Botanical information on the tutu plant R.S. Walsh and other sources 9 | Oct 35

BPSC meeting report Jim Edwards, BPSC Chairman 3 | Apr 43

Building a H&S industry document NBA Publications Committee 1 | Feb 7

C.F. Horn, beekeeper and educator Greg Wagstaff,with excerpts from the autobiography 8 | Sep 23

of the late Chas. F. Horn and his obituary in the

New Zealand Herald

C4 sugar analysis Megan Grainger, Technologist,Analytica Laboratories 6 | Jul 13

Ltd
=

Calling all beekeepers: tell it like it is Landcare Research Ltd 8 | Sep 15

Canterbury Branch field day report Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 1 | Feb 10

Challenges and change Ricki Leahy,NBA President 1 | Feb 4

Change is constant: be prepared Ricki Leahy, NBA President 5} Jun 4

Comment on the Import Health Standard Roger Bray,NBA Biosecurity Committee 5 | Jun 6

Conference: Practical Beekeeping Jane Lorimer, NBA Life Member, on behalf of the 3 | Apr 6

conference organisers
Coromandel colony losses one year on: research and ___|Dr Oksana Borowik, scientist and commercial 10 | Nov 16

funding beekeeper in Coromandel
|

Creating a platform for growth and prosperity Jane Lancaster, Catalyst®Ltd 1 | Feb 19

Dealing with old plastic frames Neil Farrer, NBA Life Member 3 | Apr 38

DHA, MG, and manuka honey activity Megan Grainger, Ph.D. Student, The University of 2 | Mar 7

Waikato; Technologist, Analytica Laboratories

DOC pilots wasp control programme Department of Conservation 3 | Apr 4]

‘Doing’apiculture: New Zealand International Roseanna M. Spiers, Geographer at the School of 9 | Oct 53

Exhibition (1906-1907) Environmental Sciences, The University of Auckland

Dr Peter Charles Molan, MBE CliffVan Eaton 9 | Oct 16

Draft constitution and rules for new entity almost Neil Walker, Chair, interim Apiculture Industry 10 | Nov 7

ready for industry consultation Governance Board

Droughts and pests Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member Mar 27

Eastern Apicultural Society conference Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member Mar 15

Enviroschools ‘Bee Corridor Project’ Steve Brown, Enviroschools/Sustainable Living May 7

Program Facilitator, Central Otago Rural Education

Activities Programme (REAP)

Exciting times ahead Ricki Leahy, NBA President 8 | Sep 4

Fake manuka honey detector launched Rob Stock, reprinted from Stuff Businessday, 15 10 | Nov 5

October 2015

February EC meeting report NBA ManagementTeam 2 | Mar 5

Forecasting the change in manuka honey is now a Steve Howse and Dr. Anatoly Chernyshev, Analytica 9 | Oct 47

reality Laboratories oo

Go well, Trevor Cullen! Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 2 | Mar 12

Good things take time Roger Bray 3 | Apr 21

Greater transparency needed Roger Bray 9) Oct -2|
Have you seen willow honeydew honey this season? | Dr John McLean, NBA Research Committee 7 | Aug 6

Hive maintenance Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 10 | Nov 29

HMF: a monitor of honey aging and heat treatment Megan Grainger, Ph.D. candidate, The University of 4 | May 11

Waikato; Technologist, Analytica Laboratories

Honey bee exotic disease and pest surveillance Tony Roper, Apicultural Officer, AsureQuality Limited, 9 ) Oct 39

programme summary Tauranga

Honey bee parasite Lotmaria passim identified in Dr Oksana Borowik and Dr Mark Goodwin 7 | Aug 9

New Zealand

How to select a breeder queen Gary Jeffery, Mountain Beech Apiaries, Westport Mar 25

|.T. updates from the Management Agency Brice Horner and Rex Baynes Apr 27

continued...
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Nutritious diet for Honeybees
— made From 100% plant materials

Use it in Spring to get rapid increase

in bee numbers

Use it to build strong Nucs

Use it for Hives going into Pollination

Available in 20kg Bags or 300 gram patties.

CONTACT

Apiary Services Ltd — Neil Farrer

7 Nixon Street , Wanganui
Phone 0274579634

Email : nfarrer@xtra.co.nz

FOR SALE
Hessian Cloth ( sacking )

“Clean and Dry
*

Natural product, comes from the hemp plant
“Light to medium density, ideal for bee smoker fuel

*5 kg Box - $15.00 + freight
*

75 kg Wool bale —$ 225-00 + freight

To Order:
Please supply your physical address by phone or

email for a no obligation quote including freight.
Phone :07- 5710-618

Email : jannine@tasmanwire.co.nz

SUPERSTAND

Box tilt feature for easy burr comb removal

Made in NZ

Hot Dip Galvanised

Now only $445 + GST+ freight
email: innomatic@vodafone.co.nz

or call 021-292-7985

CARRICELL INCUBATORS & CABINET

INCUBATION EQUIPMENT

John & Judy Dobson
67 Poporangi Rd RD1 Hastings 4171 New Zealand

Ph: (06) 870 7070 ¢ Fax: (06) 870 7077 * Mobile: 0274 494 396

Email: beeline@xtra.co.nz ¢ web address: www.carricell.com

Blue Sky Beekeeping
€% Quality Italian Queens

€ Nucleus Hives

¢x Single Box Hives

info@blueskybeekeeping.com
027 248 9410

POLYSTYRENE MATING NUCS

Easy to use ¢ Cost effective *« Proven results

1-100 $14.00 plus GST 100+ $13.00 plus GST

Phone Steve, Apiflora NZ Ltd

07 543 0984 027 4923 937

WANTED
BEEKEEPING BUSINESS OR HIVES

ANY SIZE CONSIDERED.

Phone Callum anytime on 027 279 4033. All replies appreciated.

ITALIAN QUEEN BEES
Southern Sun Queen Bees

Email: gary@southernsun.co.nz

Telephone: 027 2489419

For advertising bookings
for 2016 please contact

southcityprint“°="spears
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Impact of nosema on NZ hives Frank Lindsay, NBA Life Member 6 | Jul 29

Important message about levy invoices Rex Baynes, AFB PMP Manager 9} Oct 2]

Industry unification: CEO update Daniel Paul, NBA Chief Executive Officer 8 | Sep 6

industry-wide survey summary Jane Lancaster, Catalyst®Ltd 3 | Apr 39

Inspection time! Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 8 | Sep 27

Keep your honey safe: understand tutin and the risks | Bee Products Standards Council 9 | Oct 38

Kiwifruit industry acknowledges beekeepers’ support | Shane Max and Beth Kyd,Zespri; Barry O'Neil, Kiwifruit 8 | Sep 7

Vine Health

Kiwifruit pollination under covers Zespri International Limited 3 | Apr 56

Kiwis keen to feed the bees Lauren Crimp, NBA Management Team 9 | Oct 13

Make safety a priority Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 2 | Mar 13

Managing manuka for carrying capacity and Dr Linda Newstrom-Lloyd 11 | Dec 18

competition
7

May the flow be with you Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 11 | Dec 29

Meet the interim Apiculture Industry Governance Interim Apiculture Industry Governance Board 9 | Oct 6

Board

Minister welcomes launch of Safer Farms Media release from Hon Michael Woodhouse, Minister 2 | Mar 30

for Workplace Relations and Safety, 9 February 2015

MPI bee products update Jim Sim, Ministry for Primary Industries 9 | Oct 38

Myths and facts about industry unification Daniel Paul, NBA Chief Executive Officer 9 | Oct 11

National Honey Week celebrated Maureen Conquer, Wild Forage Ltd; Apimondia 4 | May 29
|

Oceania Commission President
|

NBA approves unification NBA Executive Council 6 | Jul 6

NBA Life Member passes away NBA Publications Committee 2 | Mar 17

NBA 2016 Membership Subscription Process NBA Management Team 11 | Dec 9

NBA welcomes SC recommendation Daniel Paul, NBA Chief Executive Officer 2 | Mar 6

New AGMARDT board member Media release from AGMARDT, 9 June 2015 6 | Jul af

New apiculture peak body one step closer NBA ManagementTeam 9 | Oct 6

New Apimondia Oceania Commission President: Jodie | Information provided by Jodie Goldsworthy 10 | Nov 13

Goldsworthy
New Apimondia Oceania President NBA Publications Committee 9) Oct 32

New CEO at EPA Media release from the Environmental Protection 8 | Sep 20

Authority
New Executive Secretary NBA ManagementTeam 1 | Feb 6

New policy on DECA applications AFB PMP Management Agency 3 | Apr 32

New tutin limits in force from 12 March 2015 Jim Sim, Principal Advisor (Animal Products), Ministry 3 | Apr 37

for Primary Industries

New Zealand beekeeper, apiary and hive statistics AsureQuality Limited 9 | Oct 29

New Zealand beekeeper, hive and apiary statistics AFB PMP Management Agency/AsureQuality Limited 3 | Apr 34

Notes from a beginning beekeeper Heather Bell, Auckland Beekeepers’Club 9 | Oct 61

NZ Colony Loss and Survival Survey: Building the Landcare Research Ltd 9 | Oct 21

baseline

Opinion: Current beekeeping practices weakening Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 3 | Apr 49

the industry

Opinion: One organisation Frank Lindsay, NBA Life Member 4 | May 12

Opportunities for beekeeping on conservation land Department of Conservation 9 | Oct 17

Overwhelming agreement for industry unification Ricki Leahy,NBA President 7 | Aug 4

Palmers School Photo Competition champions NBA Management Team 10 | Nov 25

Photo competition results 2015 Mary-Ann Lindsay,NBA Life Member 7 | Aug 7

Plan for succession Catriona MacLennan (reprinted with permission) 4 | May 21

Preparing for winter Frank Lindsay, NBA Life Member 5 | Jun 21

Proposed AFB PMP budget 2016/2017 Rex Baynes, AFB PMP Manager 9 | Oct 27

Queen candy recipes Pauline Bassett 10 | Nov 28

Reassessing a reassessment Roger Bray,NBA Technical Committee 3 | Apr 19

Recent apiary auditor inspection activity AsureQuality Limited and Rex Baynes, AFB PMP 9 | Oct 31

Manager

continued...
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Redefining our future NBA Management Team 7 | Aug 11

Reducing CFUs in your honey Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 7 | Aug 25

Reflecting on a successful conference Cameron Martin, Jane Lorimer and Frank Lindsay 7 | Aug 13 |
Remembering Peter Molan Neil Stuckey, Waitemata Honey Co Limited 9 | Oct 17

Replace those swarm queens Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 1 | Feb 9

Report on honey bee health in the Coromandel Dr Oksana Borowik, scientist and commercial 3 | Apr 11

beekeeper in Coromandel

Report on select committee hearing Roger Bray,NBA Technical Committee 1 | Feb 20

Representative honey sampling: avoid unexpected Megan Grainger, Technologist, Analytica Laboratories 8 | Sep 13

surprises Ltd

Requeening your beehive Gary Jeffery, Mountain Beech Apiaries, Westport 1| Feb 15

Results of National Honey Show 2015 Maureen Conquer, President, Apimondia Oceania 7 | Aug 19

Commission

Riding withLady Luck James Corson, Gowanleagold Ltd Jun 15

Roy Paterson Trophy Bob Blair, NBA Life Member Aug 17

Seasonal changes in hive weights, Patutahi, Gisborne, | John McLean, Paul Badger and Peter Hair 10 | Nov 15

2014-2015
.

Seizing our opportunities Ricki Leahy, NBA President 2 | Mar 4

‘Signature compounds’ of manuka honey Unique Manuka Factor®Honey Association 9 | Oct 49

Strengthening the regulatory framework for bee Ministry for Primary Industries/comment from Frank 11 | Dec 11

product exports Lindsay
Swarm control measures Frank Lindsay, NBA Life Member 9 | Oct 65

Tending and treating hives Frank Lindsay, NBA Life Member 1 | Feb 29

Test shows wasp control method has no impact on E. Edwards, E. Woolly & R. Keyzers 9 | Oct 33

bees

Testing for thixotrophy Professor Peter Molan 7 | Aug 23

The actual costs of doing business Ricki Leahy, NBA President 4 | May 4

The bees at Berhampore School Tony Eagle,Wellington Beekeepers Association 6 | Jul 17

The true relationship of NPA and MG levels Peter Molan, formerly Professor in Biological Sciences 3 | Apr 14

and Director of the Honey Research Unit at the

University of Waikato (now retired)

Tools to help beekeepers: support sought Jerry Bromenshenk, Bee Alert, Missoula, Montana 4 | May 19

Travellingwith bees John Bassett and Miriam Nicholson 11 | Dec 20

Trees for Bees demonstration farms Angus McPherson and Dr Linda Newstrom-Lloyd 9 | Oct 52

Tribute to Arthur Kevin Ecroyd, 1928-2015 Compiled by the Publications Committee from 9 | Oct 19

furnished sources

Unification costs questioned Southland Branch of the NBA 9 | Oct 9

Unification in a nutshell Ricki Leahy,NBA President 10 | Nov 4

Update: Eva Crane Trust Richard Jones, Chairman,The Eva Crane Trust 6 | Jul 27

Using FGMO and foggers Neil Farrer, NBA Life Member 3 | Apr 13

Wanganui Club competition ‘super’ Neil Farrer, NBA Life Member 9 | Oct 13

Wasp biocontrol update Ronny Groenteman, Landcare Research, Lincoln 2 | Mar 9

Wasp biocontrol update: Spring 2015 Dr Ronny Groenteman, Biocontrol Scientist, Landcare 10 | Nov 21

Research

Wasp biocontrol update: Winter 2015 Ronny Groenteman and Bob Brown, Landcare 6 | Jul 7

_|

Research

Wasp costs report published Department of Conservation 4 | May 6

We are on our way! Good feedback from consultation | Neil Walker, Chair, interim Apiculture Industry 11 | Dec 7

process Governance Board

We need you Ricki Leahy,NBA President 3 | Apr 4

Wellington club stalwartpasses away | Information provided by the Wellington Beekeepers 7 | Aug 16

Association
|

|

What is an animal? Don MacLeod, NBA Technical Committee 1 | Feb 6

What should | do if | lose my bees? Don MacLeod,NBA Technical Committee 5 | Jun 7

Winning with willows: diverse species flowering Dr Linda Newstrom-Lloyd 10 | Nov 19

Wintering hives
|

Frank Lindsay,NBA Life Member 4 | May 25

Ricki Leahy,NBAPresident 9 | Oct 4Working through the changes
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EAST COAST WARD

Barry Foster

Tawari Apiaries Ltd

695 Aberdeen Road, Gisborne 4041

Ph; 06 867 4591

Fax: 06 867 4508

Mobile: 027 449 7131

Email: bjfoster@xtra.co.nz

WAIKATO WARD

Steohen Black

Bees-R-Us

685 Uruti Road, RD48

Urenui 4378, Taranaki

Ph: 06 752 6860

NORTHERN WARD

Kim Singleton
1A Bell Road

Beachlands

Auckland 2018

Ph: 09 536 6516

Email: beewise2005@gmail.com

BAY OF PLENTY WARD

Dennis Crowley (Vice President)
PO Box 16156, Bethlehem

Tauranga 3147

Ph: 07 579 2554

Email: crowleys@slingshot.co.nz

SOUTHERN NORTH ISLAND WARD

Peter Ferris

50A French Street

Masterton 5810

Ph: 06 378 7632

Email: happy.ferris@xtra.co.nz

UPPER SOUTH ISLAND WARD

Ricki Leahy (President)
151 Mangles Valley Road

Murchison

Ph/Fax: 03 523 9354

Email: beechdew@farmside.co.nz

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND WARD

Roger Bray
Braesby Farm, RD 1,

Ashburton 7771

Ph/Fax: 03 308 4964

Email: birdsnbees@xtra.co.nz

LOWER SOUTH ISLAND WARD

Russell Berry
2488 State Highway 5, RD 3,

Rotorua

Ph: 07 366 6111

Mobile: 021 741 690

Email: bees@beesrus.co.nz

NORTHLAND

Interested parties wishingto start this branch up again,

please contact Kim Singleton 09 536 6516 or

beewise2005@gmail.com

AUCKLAND

Graham Cammell

20 Thorps Quarry Road

Clevedon, RD 2 Papakura 2582

Ph: 09 275 6457

Email: graham@cammellshoney.co.nz

Bob Russell

101 Kern Rd, RD 3, Drury 2579

Home Ph: 09 294 8656

Work Mobile: 027 284 8951

Email: bob.russell@xtra.co.nz

WAIKATO
Cameron Martin

Haumea Road, RD 1, Galatea 3079

Ph: 07 366 4804

Fax: 07 366 4804

Email: busy-bee@xtra.co.nz

Jane Lorimer

Hillcrest Apiaries ‘Kahurangi-o-Papa’
RD 3, Hamilton 3283

Ph: 07 856 9625

Fax: 07 856 9241

Mobile: 027 294 6559

Email: hunnybee_wave@ihug.co.nz

BAY OF PLENTY

Dennis Crowley
PO Box 16156, Bethlehem,Tauranga 3147

Ph: 07 579 2554

Email: crowleys@slingshot.co.nz

Sarah Sandford

22A Kiteroa Street, Greerton,Tauranga 3112

Email: s_sandford@outlook.co.nz

POVERTY BAY

Paul Badger
19A Pine St, Gisborne 4010

Ph: 06 868 4785

Email p-mbadger@xtra.co.nz

Tim McAneney
11 Oak St, Gisborne 4010
Ph 06 868 9446

Email:tim@mcaneney.gen.nz

HAWKE’S BAY

John Berry
46 Arataki Rd, Havelock North 4130

Ph: 06 877 6205

Email:jroerry@ihug.co.nz

Deanna Corbett

Home Ph: 06 876 8852

Email: djcorbett@xtra.co.nz

SOUTHERN NORTH ISLAND

Allan Richards

14 Bastia Avenue, Wanganui
Ph: 06 343 5039

Email: allan.serena@xtra.co.nz

Kate Smith

Waireka Honey Centre Ltd

2221 State Highway 1

RD3

Palmerston North 4473

Ph: 06 324 8224

Email: info@wairekahoney.co.nz

NELSON

Murray Elwood

21 Whiting Drive

Wakefield

Ph 5418929

Email: info@mountainvalleyhoney.co.nz

NickyElwood

21 Whiting Drive

Wakefield

Ph 5418929

Email: info@mountainvalleyhoney.co.nz

CANTERBURY

Vyvyan Treleaven

19 Ruahine Place

Parklands, Christchurch 8083

Ph: 03 383 9540

Email: veesbeesnz@gmail.com

Linda Bray
Braesby Farm, RD'1, Ashburton 7771

Ph/Fax: 03 308 4964

Email: birdsnbees@xtra.co.nz

Email: russell@arataki-honey-rotorua.co.nz

OTAGO

Frans Laas

Wildlife Solutions Ltd

102 Gladstone Road

Mosgiel 9007

Ph: 03 489 4597

Email: f-laas@xtra.co.nz

Tudor Caradoc-Davies

779 Portobello Road, Dunedin 9014

Mobile: 027 208 5133

Email: brightwaterbees@gmail.com

SOUTHLAND

Shaun Lawlor

198 Broughton St

Gore 9710

Mobile: 027 432 1857

Ph: 03 208 8210

Email: s.m.lawlor@e3.net.nz

John Stevenson

Southern Lakes Honey
PO Box 163,Te Anau 9640

Ph: 03 249 7954

Email: sl honey@gmail.com

NBA LIBRARIANS

Roger and Linda Bray
Braesby Farm, RD 1, Ashburton 7771

Ph/Fax: 03 308 4964

Email: birdsnbees@xtra.co.nz

APIMONDIA OCEANIA COMMISSION

Jodie Goldsworthy,President

PO Box 450

Corowa NSW 2646

AUSTRALIA

Ph: 0061 2 6033 2322

Mobile: 0061 429 059 242

Email: Jodie@beechworthhoney.com.au

Maureen Conquer, Vice President/NZ representative
Ph: 09 292 8282

Mobile: 021 956 349

Email: maureen@wildforage.co.nz



360ml Round Pot 500gm Round Jar 340gm Round Jar 250gm Round Jar

(coming soon)

2kg Hex Jar 1kg Hex Jar 500gm Hex Jar 250gm Hex Jar

2kg Square Jar
7

1kgSquare Jar 500gm Square Jar
.

250gm Square Jar

NEW ZEALAND’S MOSTEXTENSIVE

RANGE OF HONEY PACKAGING

» Pharmapac’s range of export quality Pharmapac follows well defined OG
packaging for honey has now expanded parameters of quality, conforming (aes
to contain square, hex & round jars.

©

~—-_-_ to various national and international ONS <q
-

Sizes range from 250gm - 2kg. standards. As these standards change, 40 a

.

we work with our suppliers to continue Lu re
Pharmapac is a New Zealand owned to meet these requirements. a
company, with more than 30 years in the

Quality
business of designing, manufacturing and For more information or product

ISO 9001

producing plastic packaging solutions samples please contact us at:

for not only local, but an ever growing.
:

list of international clients. Pharmapac Limited
| 88 Wairau Road

All of our products are manufactured Glenfield
in our IS09001-2008 accredited Auckland 0627

~

* Our stockjar colours are amber & clear. Stock closure

facility in Auckland, New Zealand. colours are white, blue, gold, green &black. For

Your
+649 444 9631 |

own customcolouredclosures, a minimum order o

No supply contracts are required. == sales@pharmapac.co.nz
SOOO UNIS WiaRDNE

PHARMARA@ =e PELNe LX www.pharmapac.co.nz


