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News of General Interest

Honey Board Election

The annual election of one mem-
ber of the Homey Board took place
as usual early this month. The retir-
ing member, Mr. L. F. Robins, of
Temulra, was re-elected unopposed.
This result Is undoubtedly due to the
enthusiastic support and confidence
of the industry in the Government's
honey marketing policy, and is a tri-
bute to the administration of that
policy by the Homey Section of the
Internal Marketing Division of the
Primary Products Marketing Depart-
ment

Many requests to accept nomination
for the vacancy ou the Honey Board
were made to Mr. P. A Hillary, of
Auckland, a former member of the
Board for the past six years, one re-
quest being from a branch of the
National Beekeepers' Assoclation. Mr
Hillary, whilst appreclating deeply
these marks of confidence, declined
nomination as he felt fully assured
that the Government's policy In re-
spect to boney marketing was in the
best interests of the industry, and that
any hasty disturbance of the primary
personuel of the Honey Board might
not be helpful to the Marketing De.
partment in the Initiation of the new
Loney markeling scheme.

The members of the Honey Board
for the mext Lwelve months are:-
Messrs, W, Nelson, Chalrman (Otoro
hanga), H. R. Penny (Okaiawa, Tara
ki), and L. F. Robins (Temuka)

YOUR JOURNAL is much ap-
preciated and T gladly renew my sub-
seription herewith,"— C.HLG.F,  Nel

son.

Personal

Mr. C. R. Paterson, of Oamaru,
has been appointed an apiary instruc-
tor on the staff of the apiary division
of the Department of Agriculture.

Southern Hawke’s Bay

On November 14th beekeepers
from surrounding districts met at the
Takapau Town Hall, for the purpose
ot forming a branch of the “National”
in the district. Mr. Westbrooke,
apiary Instructor, and the President
and Secretary of the Hawkes Bay
Branch, attended from Hastings.

Mr. Westbraoke, who opened the
meeting, explained the aim and ob-
Jects of the Association.

Mr. W. T. N. Harwood was elected
chairman.

Mr. A. Lowe, Presldent of the
Hawke's Bay Branch, delivered an ad-
dress ou co-operation,

All present joined the Association,
the new members coming from as far
north as Walpawa and from Danne
virke in the south

It was decided that the new branch
should be called the Southern Hawke's
Bay Branch of the Natlonal.

The following members were elact-
ed to offico:—President: Mr. W. T. N.
Harward, of Takapau; Vice-Presid-
ent: Mr. A, F. Adrian, of Nofsewood;
Secretary  Mr. H. Pease, of Takapau.
Committee: Messrs. J. L. Glenny
(Onga Onga), J. N. Gillam (Danne-
virke). H. H. Roseaker (Norsewood),
F. T. Brewer (Dannevirke), and A. T.
Fletcher (Onga Onga)

Tt was decided that a Fleld Day
would be held early in December.
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Hawke's Bay Branch

On November 26th, a very 8uc:
cesstul fleld day was held at Mn N
Donkin's apiary, Havelock North.
A. Lowe, President, welcomed the V|s|-
tors to the apiary, and introduced Mr.
Westbrooke, Apiary Instructor, who
gave a very interesting talk to begin-
ners, after which he explained the
symptoms and treatment of foul brood
and demonstrated the metbod of
treatment. Mr, Westbrooke answered
various questions in an interesting
way.

Mr. W. J. C. Asheroft demonstrated
“gupering up for the honey flow with-
out the use of queen excluders,” and
clearly explained his method.

After all present had enjoyed a de
liclous afternoon tea, Mr. H. Shepherd
demonstrated his method of “supering
up for the honey flow, making use of
queen excluders.” The final demon-
stratlon was given by Mr. W. J. C
Asheroft who showed how to brand a

queen bee.
A hearty vole of thanks was passed
to Mr. and Mrs. Donkin, for their

generous hospitality.

A glass observation hive received
much attention and a parcel of
queens which had just arrived by post
from the north for Mr. A. Lowe, were
Jooked at with interest by those pre-
sent.

Auckland Central Branch

A feld day was held on Decem-
ber 9rd at the aplary of Mr. F. John-
ston, Blockhouse Bay, under the aus-
plces of the Auckland Central Branch

of the NBA. Mr. J. R. Barber pre-
sided.
Mr. L. Riesterer, Aplary Instructor,

gave a demonstration on the control
of inciplent disease in hives,

Mr. L. Winter, now officlul honey
grader, to the Internal Marketing Or-
ganigation at Auckland, and formerly
for 13 years an instructor at Hamil-
ton, spoke of the need and importance
for co-operation between beckeepers
and the department in order to facf)l-
tate inepection and maintain the wol-
fare of the Lee colonfes. He pointed
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out that he had been statfoned until
rocently In one of the most productive
houey areas In New Zealand, for in
South Auckland registered members
represented the ownership of about
26,000 hives.

Mr. J. Rentounl, manager of the In-
ternal Marketing Department (honey
division) dealt with various phases of
policy on the marketing of honey and
answered a number of questions.

To Our Subscribers

‘We have meceived nearly all
the renewal subscriptions due to this
Journal, In addition to new ones. Many
subscribers do not know when their
year's subscription explres, and in
order to give this information a blue
cross will in future be marked on the
left-hand corver of [he wrapper on
the journal. Afler the sccond cross
has been miarked, if the subscriber
does not reply, it will be a matter
of regret to have Lo cease sending the
Jjournal,
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Honey Crop Prospects

Official Report
The Departmental reports re-
celved from Apiary Instructors at the
first weel in November are briefly:—
Auckland: The prospects are fair.
The winter conditions were favour-

able, but a considerable amount of
wind has heen experienced during the
spring.

Colony strength is in good

n: The rainfall during Oc
tober was only 1.18 In., as against the
average for the month of 452 for
Hamilton. Clover pastures are bacl-
ward.

The dry conditions enabled the bees
to work freely the straight willow,
barberry, and native trees,

Hastings: Present indications give
promise of good clover blossoming.
Good rains have been experienced
throughout the districts.

Palmerston North: Prospects con-
tinie to be favourable. Nectar secre-
tion was restricted somewhat durinz
the past month of rain and some
squally intervals. Clover Is not quite
50 forward as It was this time last
vear.

Christchurch: A sovere winter has
been experienced in this province. Low

have ruled
and the rainfall is several
ahove last year.

Bees wintered exceptionally well,
with few losses, and as brood rearing
ceased as o result of the intense cold
only a small quantity of honey was
used. This lett ample stores fof' spring
requirements, and at the opening of
the willow flow colonies were in a for-
ward condition and, where weather
conditions were favourable, stored 4
considerablo  quantity of  honey.
Swarming I8 not yet general, but If
the present colony strensth js main-
tained it will, no doubt, prove difficult

{nches

to control.

The pastures are In excellent con-
ditlon, and the prospects for the honey
crop on the medium and lisht soll are
good,

Dunedin: Tho weather during the
past winter has been especlally cold

In the Dunedin districts, and much
bolsterous weather has been experl-
enced during the early spring, account-
ing for big losses of field bees. Where
adequate stores were provided bees
have wintered well, but thera have
been big losses with those put down
for winter with light stores. The con-
ditions of hives are fully a fortnight
later than normal.

Special Auckland Report
By Konini

The spring opened with fine,
mild weather, and exceptionally good
conditions prevailed. The colony
strength rapldly increased, and the
willow flows In September (weeping
willow) and October (straight willow)
gave a sarplus to aplaries sultably
located. Bush trees and shrubs, and
hedges (barberry especally), were
sources of supplies freely in Novem-
ber.

The pastures matured three weeks
earlier than usual, and during the lat-
ter part of November, the clover pro-
vided a good flow. The dry weather
caused the pastures to dry up and
growth was restricted. Clover began
to go off, and at the beginning of De-
cember the position looked serious.
However, rains came freely after the
end of November, and the pastures
showed astonishing recovery. The
rains were accompanied by cold gales,
cansing serlous loss of fleld bees. The
prospects for a crop are very uncer-
taln, and In the Walkato very pessl-
mistic opinions are entertained.

The Hauraki Plains fared badly. the
buttercup muking rank and vigorons
growth. During the latter part of
November the conntry, as far as the
eve conld reach, was ane vivid blaze
of gold, the greenness of the hedges
standing out in vivid contrast. As n
spectacle of beanty of colour I have
never seen anything like it. Bees,
however, secured quantities of dark,
strongly-flavoured nectar—practically
pure, and built up rapidly on this.

In other districts the buttercup was
extremely luxurlant and depreciated
the early clover honey:
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Carbolic Mats Damage Honey

Definite Taint Proved

It Is now generally recognised
that it is not possible to use Phenol in
taking honey off hives, without some
degree of deterioration In the honey.
1t has been the opinion of some pro-
ducers that Phenol can be used In such
a way that no effect on the honey
remains. Experiments have shown
that this is not possible.

Six samples of honey taken off the
hives with Phenol, which it was
thought had not suffered any deteriora-
tion, were subjected to Government
analysis with the following results

No. 1: 18 parts of Phenol in 10,000,000
No. 2: 17 parts of Phenol in 10,000,000
No. 3: 15 parts of Phenol in 10,000,000
No. ¢: 38 parts of Phenol in 10,000,000

16.5 parts of Phenol in 10,000,000
10 parts of Phenol in 10,000,000

No. 6:

These lines did not show any taini
which could be directly attributed to
Phenol but llke other honcys taken
off by this method, there was a strong
suspicion that the natural flavour of
the honey had been destroyed and
that the flavour left was unsatisfac-
tory, in that the honey had lost its
taste of freshness.

Contamination Inescapable

It has been stated that, by us-
ing dry cloths for a very limited
period, the bees can be removed from
the honey supers without any dele
terious result. On considering the mat
ter, it will be recognised that the dif-
ference in using Phenol in this way is
only one of degree. The actfon of
Phenol in driving the bees from the
hive {s brought about by the volatilisa-

fion of the Phenol and its vapour
must necessarily spread  throngh
the hive to have the deslred
effect. 1t will be cbvious, therefore,

that if noticeable contamination will
result from the use of a larger quan-
tity of Phenol, a certain amount of
contamination will result from the
use of any quantity. The best thal can
be gained by using a dry mat for a

short period on the hive, 18 a mini-
mum amount of contamination.

The amount of contamination
would depend on the quantity of
Phenol used, the length of time the
mats were left on the hives, the at-
mospheric temperature (which would
control the amount of volatilisation),
the length of time the combs were left
extracting before, and the amount of
ventilation they receive.

It would not be safe for a user of
Phenol to decide whether his honey
was affected or not, as in using Phenol
one's sensory organs become anaes-
thetised and anything in the way of
a mild taint would not be recognised,
nor would a depreciation in the flavonr
of the honey be detectable.

Unpleasant, Smoky Flavour

The first recognisable taint of
Phenol Is an unpleasant, smoky flav-
our. With a view to checking the re-
action of Phenol in the analysis, check
samples of honey taken from Tives
where Phenol had not been used were
alsa subjected to analysis and no re-
action that could be attributed to
Phenol was obtalned.

The fact that beekeepers generally
recognise that crude Carbolic Acid
can not be used for this purpose with-
out seriously tainting the homey, con:
firms that the use of Phenol must also
bave the same effect, although with
the nse of the latter it would not be so
pronounced and not so easily recog-
nised.

The only legitimate use of Phenol
in the honey industry s for driving
bees out of the hive and for the treal-
ment of foul brood.

A correspondent, slgning hig letter
“Bxeluder,” Walkato, writes regard-
ing excluders and asks which Is the
best Lype to use. The name of the
writer was not enclosed with the
lotter, and thug the lettor cannot bo
accepted. Names must be signed to
all correspondence. If a nom de plumo
Is also used, the
published —d,

real name s not
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g Development of Beekeeping
(Specially Written by John de Burgh Leake, London)

Earliest Beekeeping

The date at which man Arst
commenced to keep bees is highly pro-
blematical. Apiculture was a flourish-
ing industry as far back as history
can be traced, and evidence is not
lacking that, even in neolithic times,
bees and thelr produce were diligently
sought. In the very earliest records
of mankind, the industry seems to
have heen already taken for granted,
and, in certain countries, notably
Egypt, the practice of apiculture is
shown to have flourished about 4,000
B.C., and probably from a much
earlier date.

We cannot, say for sure how man
came first to domesticate the honey
bee. A plausible theory is that in
some remote age it may have occnrred
to a more than normally enterprising
bee hunter that it would be better to
bring the bees close to his home and
under his own control than to hunt
vaguely through the forests whenever
he wanted a supply of honey. He
might, perhaps, have secured an open
alr hive or the hollow log in which a
swarm had settled, placed it down
near his cave or other shelter, and
thus unconsclously have earned the
distinctlon of having become the frst
practical beeleeper.

Log “Gums” Still Used

In fact, a similar system of bee-
keeping exists to-day in certain parts
of the world, including the USA.
where aparists of the old school still
keep bees in log “gums.” That might
weil represent the second stage in

aplculture — providing  bees with
domiciles almost identical to those
they would choose of their own
accord.

As soon as we enter the historical
epoch, we are glven precise know-
lodge of tha tynes of hives employed.
Virgll (B.C. 70) has leit us complete
doscriptions of the hives of plaited
oslers adorning the bee gardens of
ancient Rome. These must have been
rather similar to the straw skep,
with which all Europeans are famitiar

and which, with modifications of one
sort or another, fs used in many parts
of the world. Hives of virgin cork,
brick, pottery, reeds and almost every
conceivable substance have from time
to time been tried by man in his
efiorts to find the ideal home for his
friend the bee. Convenience, no doubt,
olten dictated the choice, as it does
to-day. A South African bee farmer
once told me that his Kafiirs keep
bees in discarded petrol tins, while
one of the most popular hives in mod-
ern Ireland is the handy and native
butter-box.
Movable Combs

The most vital point In the his
tory of hee-bives is, of course, the
change-over from a fixed comb to a
movable comb system. Intensive
modern apicultare is based on the
movability and interchanzeability of
frames.

Who invented the system? Some
say Francofs Huber, the amazing blind
bee student of Switzerland. Others
suggest the Russian, Prokopovitch, as
the aplarist rightly entitled to the
dfstinction. Still more Insist that the
credit belongs to Dzlerzon, the Ger
man clerzyman, who certainly made a
serviceable hive round about 1845
Ask any beekeeper hailing from the
U.S.A, and he will probably maintain
that Langstroth was the man respons-
ible. In England I have heard the
claims of Nelghbour, one of the earli-
ost of the British bee appliance manu-
facturers, advanced, while many
Scots hold that the bar idea, which
led to movable frames, was ploneered
durlng the early ninsteenth century
by their compatriot Robert Kerr, of
Stewarton, Scotland.

There is evidence indeed that hives
fitted with bars that could, within
limits, be moved, were used In Greece
and other countries hundreds of years
ago, so the argument regarding the
inventor is really rather futile. Like
many other inventlons, the modern
pattern hive Is not the work of one
mind, but the final result of many
minds cenverging towards the same

al.
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Work for

Adding Supers

Beekeepers must be very alert
in adding supers during December, as
otherwise considerable quantities of
boney will be lost. When the flow be-
gins, the nectar comes in very rapidly
The bees need adequate storage room
for the nectar which contains as much
as 80 per cent. or more of water, of
which over 60 per cent. has to be
evaporated by the hees; therefore, It
two supers of honey are expected as
the average crop, more thin two
supers of space are required for the
processing of the nectar

At the same time, beekeepers muat
not put supers on until they are de-
finitely needed, otherwise, if a cold,
stormy period of weather is experienc-
ed, the bees and their brood-Tearing re-
cefve a set-back. The practice of put-
ting on about three suvers of combs
in the spring, or even leaving them on
all winter, is decidedly harmful, and
results in a low average crop. It is
very much better to let the bees need
a super before giving-it

A simple method- of arriving at a
decision In this matter-is to have nine
combs in the brood chamber if bees
are wintered in one storey. As soon
as bees are found, on a day of moder-
ate temperatures, to -he well occupy-
ing the space where a tenth frame is
usually placed; it is time~to put on
a second storey:

If colonies are winfered In two
storeys, the second storey should con-
tain 9 combs. As soon as bees occupy
the space of the absent tenth comb In
fair numbers, it is time for anothes
super, and 80 on with the next super

In hot weather the bees will gather
in the space to reduce the temperature
in the brood combs, and this gathering
must not be taken as an Indieation of
strength

Removing the Crop

As 8oon ns the combs of honey
are fully capped they should be re-
moved from the hive and empty combs
Eiven in their place. If the weather

the Month

Is fine, it is safe practice to remove
honey that is not less than three-
quarters capped, To take combs with
less capping is sure to result in a thin
honoy that will ferment in a short
time.

Combs of honey should be extracted
the same day as talken off the hives.
Not only does the honey extract more
easily, but it strains more readily. It
combs of honey are kept for days in
a room, moisture is absorbed from the.
atmosphere until a point is reached at
which fermentation is induced. Thus
every day's exposure of honey,
whether in combs or In tanks, in-
creases the risks of formentation.

Extracting y

Commercial beekeépers have ef-
ficient equipment for thelr worlk, but
the smaller producers, and especlally
the beginmer who has increased his
bees, need sufficient plant to cope with
their crop. When these beekeepers
have a definite mumber of colonies
planned for the future, it is belter tn
et equipment suitable to be used i
the complete scheme.

For those with only a few cdlonies,
a  twoframe reversible extractor
(second-hand) Is quite suficient, For
those Intending to run up to 60 colon-
ies a fourframe reversible extractor
18 necessary.

Extractors should be firmly fasten-
ed to a strong floor, for the “pull” ns
the combs are whirled round s very
severe. Anchor rods are provided (for
this purpose) with extractors.” Tt tha
extractor 18 placed on the floor of the
room, @ small pit should be buflt
the floor under the tap of the extrac-
tor large enongh to tuke a buclet for
emptying the extractor. This pit must
be made boe-tight

The combs must he carefully treat-
cd in the extractor to avold dumage.
First, one briet spin should be given
to take out sufficient honey fo just
lighten the comb, Then reverse, glvo
o smart spin; reverse back to the
firat sido, and give a long spin; re-
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verse and give a long spin. This s
sufficient in mild temperatures.
Newly-built combs should be kept
separate, and given three short, gentle
spins for a start to avold damage

Hive Work

Ventilation of the hives is neces-
sary in hot weather. The whole front
entrance should be kept free of ob-
structions, such as blocks, grass, etc
In localities that are very confined and
hot, the broad-chamber should be
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raised from the bottom-board with 3
inch blacks

When the flow Is tull on, It Is ua-
Wise to disturb the colony unless ab-
solutely necessary. 1t young queens
are in the hives and laying well, and
the colony has sufficlent room and ven-
tlation, swarming need not ba feared
I queen-excluders are not used-the
case Is different, as brood must be pat
down to create a compact brood-
chamber and thus induce the queen to
lay below and leave the supers for
honey storage.

SITUATIONS VACANT

APIARY MANAGER
WANTED at once, Apiary Manager,
qualified to take charge of 400 colon
ies of bees in Hawke's Bay.
Write urgently to:
“Manager," ¢/o
_ N-Z. Honeybee.”

ASSISTANT wanted for Commercial
Apiary in Taranaki — Apply 1o
“Modern,” ¢/o. N.Z. Honeybee.

WANTED TO BUY
BAINES or Gibb Capping Melter—
Partlculars to “Melter,” c/o. N.Z
Honeybee.
HONEY-BXTRACTOR, +irame, hand
or power, power preferred —Write
C/o “Honeybee.”

“WANTED” ADVERTISEMENTS:
SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS, clasaificd, under
“Wanted to Buy." “Situations

T S B
Replies may be sent

Vacnir
word per_insortion
Cfo. "N.Z. Honeybs

HIGH-GRADE

HONEY TINS

of all descriptions
Plain or Printed
Price List an Applieation
J. GADSDEN & CO. LTD.
CANNISTER MAKERS
Auckland, Wellington
& Christchurch

RE-QUEEN NOW!

Ideal conditions, easy acceptance,
tull benefit, 1f re-queening Is carried
out during summer. Maximum winter-
ing ability, and maximum building-up
in spring ensured. Thriving, populous
colonies of bees, and bumper crops.

600 famous CLOVERGOLD untested
queens now available. Reduction large
quantities, Delivery on dates to suit
clients

Write for price list

Clovergold Apinries
730 Remuera Roa

AUCKLAND, S E.2.

500 Italian Nuclei

Splendid, vigorous young three-
trame nuclel, with summer-reared, pro-
lific Itallan untested queens for sale.
Price 17/6 each on rall (cash with
order. Special quotation for 50 or over.

Nuclel are ready for Immediate de-
livery, orders being fllled in rotation

These nuclei will bulld up into fuil
colonles next spring, and give gratity-
Ing crop results.

Order now. Deliveries made, at any
date to sult cllents

Clovergold Apiaries

790 Remuera Raad,

AUCKLAND, S.E.2

FOR SALE
ONE STOREY HIVES (Italian),
45/-; Four-trame Nuclel, 17/6; Young
Queens; Material good; Limited num
ber. F.OR. Paltridge and North,
Matamata.



Tuge Forty N.Z. HONEYBEE, December, 1938

For all

HONEY TINS

ALEX. HARVEY & SONS LTD.

Albert Street, ~AUCKLAND, C.1
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