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EDITORIAL

The writer is trying to produce comb honey for export and

recently visited three comb honey producers in the North Island

to gain some information.

Returning south with new ideas and insight of this form of
production. The marketing of comb honey has grown from a nill

export 15 years ago to may be 200 tons plus this year. These
men are to be congratulated on their achievement.

Honey Packers should follow this trade with interest as

each ton of comb honey exported releaves the NZ market.

An increase in comb honey exports over the next ten years

can be expected to reduce the exports of bulk honey to a stage
that bulk honey exports will not be great enough to he used as

the price determining factor on the WZ market. Even now

sometimes 10% of NZ total honey production is all that is

exported.

Keeping in mind the change in T.M.A. policy to allor the

export of packed lines of honey the Honey Packers mav well have

a success story similar to comb honey.

The future concept of the H.IM.A. will be on little

resemblance to the existing system. Increased exports of comb

honey and packed lines can be expected to reduce the volume of

bulk honey for exports of bulk honey after 2 season of good
production.

“hen this occurs the Industry ill still require a honey
grading system and advantages can be foreseen in sunervising
of prices, presentation, ete for particular markets.

This supervision could be exnented to contain a service of

connectins a buyers enguirv to a suitable producer, nacker, or

supplier of the required quality.
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‘This system would not be expected to involve reserve funds

ag the supply and demand position would equate the returrts fron
export or local market. “hen any portion of the honey industry
appeared to have a better return, then extra effort would be

applied towards supplying that portion of the trade to ensure

the honey producer would gain the best return's for his produce.

Keith Herron
;
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WORLD CRCP REPORTSFRM AMERICANBEE JOURNAL

United States

In general crop reports are good with prices for “hite

honey ranging between 38c and 50c per pound for Bulk and between

32 and 45c per pound for amber and dark honey.

Crop prospects for California are poor with crop estimates

at 75 per cent of the 1976 short crop.

Canada

Dry conditions early but much needed rain came to save most

areas.

Prices for bulk honey mostly hetween 39c and 43c per pound.

Australia

Most statos have a shortage of honey held on hand.

Export prices climbing another $10.00 per tonne, with hoth

Export. and domestic markets active but very little honey to supply

demand.

New Zealand

In general crops average for country as North Island main

areas had bumper crops with South Island having a short cron.

Domestic and export market very strong.
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Argentina

Stocks of honey for export reduced therefore demand by whole-

salers.and exporters is strong in effort to obtain stocks to fill

orders.
|

|
|

Export prices in neighborhood of 43c per pound.c. & F. Hast

Coast or between $4,000 and $1,100 per tonne C. & F. Japan.
During all of 1976 29,877 tonnes were exported from Argentina

for a F.C.B. price of more than $20.8 million.

West Germany

Poor crops for year but large carry over from large production

last year resultins in decreased demand vith lower prices

resulting.

Greece - Spain - Sweden.

Joney demand'is fair and prices have increased slightily..

Honey stocks appears in general to be fairly low.

Rhod-sta

Colonies are in good condition with domestic demand ood.

The overall production this year probably down as a-result of
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the ‘political sittation with fewer beekeepers availahlé to tend

colonieSe

Honey flows are Zo0o0d.

South Africa
Toney crops above average with prices in Natal ‘low but

expected to increase for bulk honey soons With nost of the

aloe areas now closed to: Suropean beekeepers they will havé t®

change their form of beekeeping.
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MINUTES CF THE NZ. HONSY PACKERS ASSCCIATICN INC. MERTING

HELD AT THE NGONGCTAHA HALL CN SATURDAY 25th JUNE 1977

The meeting began at 10.30 am. Present: L. Holt-R. Hail
¥. Haines J. Haines

R. Jansen.

Apologies T. Rowe.

GENERAL ACESSMSNT CF DISCUSSICN
M.A. policy.of packing South Island honey for the NZ

market is having* the effect of lowering the net return on

honey handled in this way and-further depressing the whole

NZ market.

(1) It costs more to ship honey from South Island to the
North Island than it does to ship to overseas markets.

(2) Honey packed by IMA for the local market is based on an

in the tank value of approximately 69c. per kg. as

confirmed by the HMA General Manager at a recent Yaikato
Branch NRA meeting. This is effectively keeping the

same honey off a more lucrative export market.

~

(3) This policy can only result in depressing the local

market and reducing the returns to every bee-keeper
in YZ.

(4) It was felt that there are suffictent packing plants in

the North Island to meet the demand and concern was

expressed at information that the ‘Authority is to spend
$30,000.00 upgrading its packing plant in Auckland, which

could pack the whole of New Zealand's requirements.

Question - export incentives being denied to the Industry
by the HMA acting asa trading body.
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Concern was expressed that submissionsto the Winiaterof

Ngriculture marked confidential should not be passed to any
Government Department employee connected with the HMA,

Discussion - re conditions for export by private packers
this to be included on the néxt NZ HPA meeting
in Dunedin.

re Honey Packers /ssn. membership advertisement
in NZ Beekeeper to let produce packersknow
how to join the Association.

on the Association emploving a paid Secretary
which would result in more efficient handling
of the Association's affairs.

Group carton purchasing to come up at the next meeting.

Discussion - re current retail honev prices. Arataki

Roney price list to be available at the next

meeting per favour Mr Percy Perry to try to

standardise retail prices.

Yew 500g plastic containers and the possibility
of commission heing obtained for the FZ HONuy

PACKERS ASSCCIATICY,

The Meeting closed at 3.30 pn.
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SUGGESTED AG™NDA FOR DUNEDIN MEETING

(1)*Discussionon honey prices.
(2) Discussion of export policy.

(3) Discussion on new plastic containers.

(4) Discussion on membership increase - possible involvement of

Comb iloney Producers.

(5) Discussion on Group Carton Purchasing.
~

(6) Policy for repayment of 2ke. loan monies.

(7) Discussion on HMApolicy:of packaging. SouthTsland honey on

the North Island market and the current improvement to its

(8) Discussion re export incentives.

(9) Discussion re paid Secretary for the Association.

Np a

K meetingof the above Association will be held at the Federated
Farmers building, Harvest Court, George St, Dunedin on “ednesday
2(th July 1977 at 7.30 pm.

FOO ©
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oCly THOUGHTS OM TER WONEY INRUS TRY

A recent comment from a member of our Association that our
members would only support our -"ssociation if they felt there
was sométhing in it for them made me rive this matter some

©

thought.

Firstly there is a solid principle that you will only get
out of any organisation in relationship what vou as a indivicual

put into it.

Secondly dealing with a general attitude cf manv producer-
packers vho want higher prices charged on retail store honey
sales while they have a field day from their back door direct

~sales at a much lower charge. 1

Some of these people charge the wholesale price on honey
both at the back door and in lots of one ton or more’ to

wholesale Merchants admitting that they are concerned mainly
with promoting the back door sales.

I for one cannotsee logic in this idea from a industry
point of view as when there is extra honey on the market all

honey sold will be forced down in price to retail at a com-

parison in price with the back door sale value.

Next there is the question of the H.¥.4. controls
—

effectively keeping our returns down by controls exercised

thoughblockins exports by packers and creatinga reserve
pool from their own exports.

Also there appears to be evidence that honey packedon
the retail market by the authority is sold at a below cost
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value using the export returns to cover the added costs of

packing, capitol expenditure ete, Lets take what happens in

pratice to the high export returns.

“Firstly the payout is assessed in relation to what a local

packer can pay for honey sold on the NZ. Market.

Reserves left are held in a pool and any honey carry over

appears to be valued at a low in store value.

These reserves with the exception of honey due to inflation

are net worth the same value a year later and. as the producer
dees not have access to these funds hg is unable to improve
his position or plant.

In this way the Government keeps control of inflation to
some extent as the same principle applys to all primary producer
boards who produce some 90% of all our exports on which the whole

country depends on for its standard of living.

Cn the other side of the coin Manufacturers are given export
incentatives and are able to provide increased income to their

companies and employees with which the prinary producer has to

compete for labour.

These primary producer boards have complete control over

ne prinary industries and in all cases levy the producer
so as to function.

The principle that should be examined is whether the producer
boards are set up to support the producer or is the producer there
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to support the primary boards.

If the boards are there to benefit the producer then surely.
the producer has the right to condemn them if thev do not carry

out this function.

The primary boards should in no way prevent a producer
exporting to the advantage of himself and the country if he is

in a position to do so.

For a example of comparison we have only to look at the

activities of. the small body cf comb honey producers and their
results compared with the results achieved by the bulk honey
producers through the H.!.A. with Government finance and controls.

It is time producers of bulk honey took back the control

of their products and took full control of the U.M.A.

demanding from Government full compensation for there product
and labour.

The matter is in the hands of the producers and the

oppcrtunity is at the Y.R.A. corference in Dunedin this month

followed by ovr own Association Meeting.

, Lloyd Molt


