
a

q that
he small farmers complained

aplarytnot do so well as they used to,

and were dying out.

;Now, if we just hac

aevivelsome men would say, and
cows

save these farmers’ bees for them, it wou
(

be good work, but to me it appears an

effort to oppose one of Nature's

eu j
n my own apiary I tried everything

ine ae ebiDnies,the bulk of which were

fairly strong, until I could re-queen them,

and one of the devices I used was the one-

bee way, but I soon found out that ee
one bee could get out a good number coulc
get in. On one oceasion T tried to

ne .
hive at night amongst the fruit trees, bu

in the morning several little fellows
ee

waiting there for me to give them a one-=
way. That evening, however, I gave the

weak colony a frame of brood and ere
from an Italian colony, and there were10
more robbers in that hive, and by uaoptrs
this method with all other weales, a
effectually stopped any further pilfering,

and enabled me to requeen without the loss

single colony.or
Paiaiten all our efforts should

ds
irec to improve our race o

ice HE:poRenand we
should not waste

our time in a blundering effort to appear
clever by meddling with one of Nature’s

greatest laws.
x

“at . present time, with the race of

van Tee there is no robbing of stores,

There are, of course, attempts, put in all

cases the resistance is effective.

It is my custom every spring to make up

ahout 100 two and three-framed nuclei for

mating purposes, and, with a two bv three-

eighths of an inch entrance, there is never

one of these robbed, although some are left
aueenless right into the spring. (This is in

the ease of their aueens being removed at

a time when it is too late to requeen,
and

IT do not think them worth uniting.)

The selecting of the breeding aneen
is of

great importance in the organising of A

good race of bees, and perhaps the mating
of the young queens is of as great import-

ance.
:

In regard to the young queens, I get the

hest resnlts in midsummer, when there is

a good force of drones flying in the apiary.
Some beekeepers advocate very early mat-

ing from selected drones, but after trying
this method for a few years I had to aban-

don it on account of some swarming strain

of bees in my district having drones long
before I conld get them. There was also a

disadvantage with late queens, but in this

ease the trouble was uncared-for queenless
eolonies with drones flying very late. TI find

that, taking midsummer as the time, almost
all queens are mated purely, and that with

plenty of drones there is little danger of

queens getting away from the apiary. but
I have witnessed only one act of fertilisa-
tion there. Tt is essential from a utility
point of view, however, that all the queens
in the breeding apiary should he of the very

best, and a man is lucky who has one or

more oot-apiaries from which he can choose
his queens for this purpose.

I would close my remarks by again draw-
ing your attention to this idea of improving
our bees for utility purposes, so that, in-
stead of tampering with Nature's laws, it

may follow as a natural consequence of the

Survival of the Fittest’ that we shall
perpetnate a race of bees which will be a
credit to New Zealand,

Christchurch,

some of these
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The
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! “port of

theConferencehad heen brought up at an

ear er stage, when it was decided to ask

ieee assistance in haying the Papersed. Mr Kirk, syho jhad made Inquiries8

to

y Department hy anyfunds whieh could be used for aughenaie
re ; Department Ww
“ThePresent nee, towards the eoat,"S1den move F

Ves

Mr Kirk a ved a vote of thanks to
he

» Which wag carried by leelama-
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honey i Pure ye

ang
“at the regulations

per Drugs Act allowed
"enh

O08©
contain oq

L oY free water,

“.

tt was thonght that a2 man might buy fone
eontaining only 16° 7

cent of wa er,
liquify it, and ratse the water percentage.
They, therefore, suggested that the aoe
should be reduced to 22 per cent, 2 Gua

tte
moved, ‘That this Conference of hae
keepers would Hke, in order to

DEOYE:e ee
contention that New Zealand honey ob a

7
in any part of New Zealand, does gt
naturally contain such a high percentage2
water as 26 per cent, to ask Mr Kirk to
instruet his apiary inspectors to collectne
many samples of honey as possible ane

submit the same to the Government Ana-

lyst for his analysis.”
“Discussion was deferred until a commit-

tee had interviewed the authorities, and,

later on, Mr Gibb announced that the
matter had been brought under the notice

Dr. Frengley. The suggested drop to

22 per cent jad been mentioned,

had been decided to defer fixing the per-

centage until the analyses were made, when

an average would be struck.

The origina] motion was seconded by Mr

Hopkins, and carried unanimously.

CO-OPERATIVE EXPORT.

Mr Cottrell read a report from the com-

mittee set up to consider the question of

co-operative export. The committee, having
regard ‘to the importance of obtaining re-

liable data on which to base an extensive

co-operative export scheme of honey from
New Zealand to other parts of the world,
suggested that the executive of the Asso-
ciation should be asked to obtain this in-
formation from two already successful
honey producers’ associations conducted jn
the United States. The committee further
suggested that upon the receipt of this
information the Executive shonld be. in-
structed to formulate and put in force for
next honey season a workable scheme as to
the best means of obtaining the highest
Possible price for New Zealand honey on an

export basis. In inaugurating the scheme,
it was further suggested that the executive
of the Association should approach the

organisers of two New Zealand prospective
co-operative concerns, with a view to work-

eo
with them on the best terms avail-

The report was adopted.
Mr Cottrell then moved that the executivebe instructed to formulate a Workable ea

operative export scheme on the lines of
the committee’s report dated June 20.Mr Brickell seconded the motion which
was carried.

;

MISCELLANEOUS ara TITERS.On the motion of Mr Allan,
i

:
i

a

an, it was de-cided to ask the High Commissioner toincInde honey in his yeekly

or :

marketwea
HIS weekly report. of

nother resolution moved 1]ss :
; ed by Mr W.Hooper Teed, drew attention to the de.

ahaility. of honey figuring with dairy pro-

cu in the exhibit arranged by the Hieh

; NaH eee In the Dairymen’s Show ‘insoneon next September, and also at

Shae and Confectioners’ “and
0

echo aeetee take place on consecutive

pat rare
or after the first-mentioned7

iS WAS seconded Dy Mr xand carried, vn eee,
Jn the motion of MrMr Bartlett-MiltonAllan, Seconded by

; ‘tt-Mi

the confirmation ¢

ies the constitution ala ‘titieniy
dechten anton of Mr Pearson, it was
re Pe Wie executive should consider
fe int i y of holding the next Con-

oo ee chiang during the Exhibition
firming the resolutiona aan ae
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oS

-
ELECTION or OFFICRHRS

The election oflicere

ie Baeresldeneemeee
Mr ‘rtlett-MillerOtt

eet and sec ;
yo Me

fame vice-president,ure Chiesec
Y Mr Bartlett. y

f
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On the motion of Mr Adams, a hearty yore

of thanks for past services was accorded
to the late presidemt and secretary,
was also decided that the sum of £10 and
his expenses to the Conference should he
yoted to the late secretary (Mr Ward),

RAILWAY FREIGHTS.

Mr Allan reported that the deputation
appotnted by the Conference had waited on

the Minister for Railways, and had receiyeq
his assurance that their representations
would be taken into consideration during
the revision of freights which was to take

place shortly.
At a later stage, Mr Allan reported that

another deputation had waited on the
Premier with regard to the proposed amend-

ments to the Apiaries Act, to emphasize the
need for equipping the instructors with
motor eycles, and also with regard to tne
need for a change in supervision of the
Government apiary—to bring it under the
control of the Apiaries Division. They
were favourably received by the Premier,
who had promised to see that these things
were, as far as possible, carried out, {Ap-
plause).

N.Z. PRODUCE IN ENGLAND.
An address was given by Mr W. D.

Lysnar, the organiser of the Bristol and
Dominions: Producers’ Association, Ltd., on

the advantages to be gained by shipping
to the West.of England ports in preference
to London, and he also explained the objects
of the co-operative association which he
represented, and the methods hy which jt
was intended to handle New Zealana pro-
duce in London.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded
to Mr Lysnar for his address and the re.
tiring officers of the Association, and ‘The
Press’? were accorded similiar complimentsbefore the Conference closed.
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NATIONAL BEEKEEPERS’
ASSN, OF N.zZ.
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An
Organisationformed for the purpose of

Improving the conditions of the Bee-
keepers of the Dominion, and _ the

Honey Markets in particular,

_Exportand Toeal Development are the
aims of the Executive, who are all com-

mercial beekeepers,

In your own interests you cannot afford
to remain outside the National.

Send your Subscription to-day.

R.. Ww, BRICKELL,

Secretary-Treasurer.

50, Castle Street, Dunedin.

"N.Z, Farmar sarmen"
Pring, —1604,


