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The Bentou Melter, which L invented

three seasons ago, will handle all the comb

honey one man can cut off the founda-

tion without any trouble whatever, supply-

ing steam for the uneapping knife and

separating
tho honey from the wax at one

an 6 time send a photo., in

theopethat the Editor will reproduce

it in the Journal. ‘The advantages this

paso
has over others will be readily

se

‘1Tt is light and handy,
2. Tt is heated by means of steam gene

rated outside the honey house, in a

boiler made out of an oil-drum.

3. It gives off little heat in the boney
house.

at
supplies steam for the knife

5. ‘The honey and wax separator is at-

tached fo the machine, and is part

thereof.

6. As soon as the comb is reduced on

the coil, it passes through, Falling
on to a eooler and not a hotter sur-

face, as is the ease with all other

machines.

7. Pollen and slum-gum are eaught on

the serum underneath the coil, whivh

is easily accessible, and easily

cleaned.

8. It costs nothing to work, only wool

fuel and water being needed to keep
the heat up for both the melter and

uneapping knife.

A small gas tap, regulates the supply
of steam for the knife.

For clarifying the honey, including ex-

tracting honey, I advocate the vse of a

tank 411. Gin.

deepby 18in, in diameter
in’ diameter from the

éltaniof tho tankiupithealdo; abont tts

Seely cinllar etegelnowroipeued

for separating the honey from the wax on

the meltcr. Tn addition to this outlet

pipe, another tap is needed to drain the

honey out of the tank when there is no

more to put in. By this method of clari-

fication the clear honey at the bottom

of the tank is foreed up the pipe and ont

on a level with the honey in the tank.

A bulk tank stands alongside, so that the

oney flowing from the pipe flows therein.

In conclusion, T hope the foregoing may

be of a helpful nature to those of my
readers who have thiek honey to harvest
in large or small quantities.

Facts about Frames.

By E.G. WARD,
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of my article; but I have known cleverer

men tha Self make bigger blunders

Phe necessity for machinery in frame-

malsing is even greater than in hive-

making, but as some people (myself in-

eluded) are fond of ‘making things,’? L

will give some data,

The top bar should be 19 inches long.
When the frame is put together, it should

ure 175% outside end bars and 914
wide over all

In the half depth frames the top bar

is 19 inches long, and outside the end

pars should measure 173% inches, just the

same as in full depth frames. Width over

all 4% inches. There are differences of

opinion as to how wide the top bar should

be. Some advocate 11-16 in. claiming
that there will be less burr comb by using
the wide top bar, { have tried various
widths, and prefer the top bars % x

Beri aicenirall groove caly. 1 eveese the

a

par %& deep, and drop the foundation into

the groove, and run hot down one

side only. It is much quicker and better

than the wedge and double groove, I

think. [ make the top bars in the half

depth frames full ¥% inch thiek. 1 make

my bottom rails % ineh wide and 5-16 in.

ick.

If you examine a faetory-mado frame,

you will at once see why machinery is

So necessary if you wish to construct

yours in the same way; but if you make

what is known .as the simplicity frame,

the construetion can be simplified. I will

assume you are going to make some sim

plicity frames, Get some boards 6 or 8

inches wide, and plano to % thick. Cat

to 19 inches long, and rabbet both ends

1116in, x %in. Rip up and plane to

%& wide, and run_a central groove for

the foundation. Make your end bars

8% inehes long, % wide, and % thick,

Make the bottom rails 16% in. long, % in.

wide, and 5-16in, thiek.

In putting together, drive two nails

through the end bars into the end grain

of the top rail, avoiding the groove. Also

use two fine nails to nail the bottom rail

in between the end bars. It should not

be necessary to nail down

top bar into the end bars.

up, bore the end bars for the

bore three holes, but some

four. Please yourself. I find

glue a great advantage when

gether, and it does not take any
ciable’ time, and makes the

and rigid when dry,
If you would like to make these frames

into self-spacing frames, it can be done

by eutting strips & x VM, and nailing a

throughthe

© nailing
wire.

people prefer
a

ni

spot

appre
frame nice

Thore are two errors in my ‘Hints ow)
Hive Ma The distance het}

ranbateshould be 19 3-16 instead ot
1W18-10,* Depth of hut supers

should be

5 inehos instead of 5% inches, asprinted
Whether tho fanit is mine or tl
T do not know, as I have not got a copy When using “Wi

piece to each side of the end bars thror

the Y-ineh way with very small nails,

Bevel the bottom end of these pieces, and

make them & inebes long.
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Jear about how
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ean

Nos for a half depth.

to produce
section

outside sizes

be the same

and the inside

Y, inches to

‘Phe top and bottom
and ends 1% in.

wih

to constrict

easily work
ccon are gol

Ue hearin mind that the

netion holder must

tho half depth frame,

measurement 1¢ inches

take four sections.

parsare to be 14 in. wide
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Letters from Department
of Agriculture.

Wellington, 2nd July, 1918.

The Secretary,
”

Assn. of N

of Plenty.

sir—

With reference to your letter of the

25th February last and to the deputation
from ciation which recently
waited upon Hon. Minister of Agri-

A

the

culture and of Industries and Commerce

in regard to the advisability of appointing
thea Chief Apiary Instructor, I have

honour by direction of the Hon. Mi

to inform you that this question

gone into, and it is considered imprae-

ticable to make such an appointment at

the present time. The matter will, how-

ever, be kept in view for favourable con-

sideration after the conelusion of the war,

have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

F. 8. PoP

Secretary.

Wellington, 17th July, 1918,

aines, Bsq.,

tional Beekeepers’ Assn, of N.Z.,
Kati Kati, Bay of Plenty,

Sir,

With reference to the request expresse
at the recent Conference of your Agso-
ciation that the pound for pound subsidy
ou subscriptions received by the Associa

tion
be continued for a further period of

ree years, T have the honour to inform
You’ that if has been decided to grant. a

timewal
for that period, the grant nob

0 exceed £100 per annum.

T have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient, servant,

F. 8, POPE

See

—— seBretny,,
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Beekeepingfor Beginners,
MONTHLY INSTRUCTIONS.—AUGUs»,

As those Instructions cont the

neat tneiandDistricts,
nn

allowance geet
bn made. for. differenco fe Nactk

South. Average be 2

North are four week

threo weeks Inter.—Ed,

In many parts of the country a certain

amount of activity will be seen at the

hives on fine days, which indicate that

breeding is beginning, and the chief item
the beekeeper has to think of now is

that the hives are well filled with stores,

During the winter months the bees eon

sume very little, but immediately the

queen commerices to lay the stores depleto
very rapidly, as there will be very little
neetar in the fields just now, and unlesg

the bees have plenty brood rearing is ro-

tarded, and the hive will become poor and

weak, the very thing to bo avoided, be-

cause, unless young bees are hatehing out

gradually inereasing numbers every
week, the hives will not be the proper

strength to (vantage of the boney
tlow when it arrives.

Keep a sharp look-out for any hivethat

from tho outside seems lacking in activity

»mpared with otbers, as this
i

there is something wrong inside.

you notice one where the bees, instead of

ih number flying in and out, some with

pollen on their legs, and a general appear
ance of ‘business as usual’? being carried

on, a number of bees are on the alighting
board simply erawling about as if they

were in want of something, in thé middlo

of a fine day rapidly look through the

combs, without disturbing the bees too

much, or keeping the hive open too long
to attract robbers, and sce if it is queen-
right or not. If you see a small pateh of

brood built closelytogether, you can be

satisfied it will come along all right, pro-

vided the stores are plentiful; but if the

brood is patchy, a sealed cell here and

there, you will ‘Know that the queen is

failing, and should be replaced at the very

first opportunity.
Should thore he no brood showing at all,

they evidently are queenless, and the bost

(}thing to do is to unite them to a quoen-

right colony. To do this, go to your

queen-right colony, take off the cover and

mat, and Jay a sheet of newspaper over

it; then lift’ the quecnless hive, cover and

all (not the bottom board, of course), and

place it on top. ‘The bees eonfined in the

top will soon gnnw through the paper,
and thus unite without fighting. ‘There

inay be other canses for the signs of list
Jowsness, You may find disenso, which

you enn detect by the darkened —sunten

cappings on many cells, and ony advice in
this caso is not to tinker with it: gob rid

of the hive as soon as possible, Or tho
queen may be only a drone layer. This

will bo dotected hy tho brood-colls being

capped over in a raised dome-shaped Way:

and there will probably bo a few under

drones in tho | Til tho queel:
and unite as with a quoontoss colony:


