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Secnevany: A. ECROYD,
11 Tuomsvox Svuser,
Cumsrcurmen.

¥ay 22nd, 1929.

The Hon. T. M. Wilford,
Minister of Justice,

WELLINGTON.

Dear Sir,

T have heen instructed by my Executive to
approach you in regard to the manner in which
breaches of the Apisries Act are viewed by
Magistrates. The Act of 1927 was pasced by
Paylisment after much agitation on the part of
the beckeepers of New Zealand, and one of the
points we stressed when rughing for thie
Amending Act was that the meximum penslties
should be increased. The penelty which was
£5 under the ddd Act, was iicremsed to £50 in
respect of a breach under one section, mexirmum
fines under other sections being incresced to

£20 end £85.

In spite of the more substantial meximum
penalties, we st11l find fines of 10/- or so
plus costs being imposed for serious breaches
of the Act. The chief sim of the Apiaries
Act is the control of disesse, which constitutes
8 grave mensce’'to the industry, and causes = loss
to the Dominion of many thousends of pounds
per ennum; yet we find that delinquents, whose
misdeeds have probebly cost their neizhbours

or a hundred pounds tirough loss of croy
ufona  incidental to treatment sfter
on (alws a costly proceeding) are let
of a few shillings.




The Act of 1927 contains provisions that
may he regarded by some as rather drastic, but
these provisions were inserted with the approval
of and,indeed, at the request of, the beekeepers
of New Zealand as represented by this
Association.

I would be glad to hear whether steps could
be taken to ensure that in the future due
consideration conld be given by Magistrates
to the seriousness of offences when imposing fines.

Thenking you in anticipation of en early reply,

I am,
Yours faithfully,

General Secretary.



Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours of
the 22nd instant.

I cannot interfere with the sentences passed
or fines inflicted by Vagistrates. The Acts under
which the Magistrates impose fines have been deemed by
Parliement to provide sufficient pcn-ltu; for offences
under those Acts. It would de unthinkable that a Minister
of Justice should ever influence a Magistrate in the amount
of fine he should impose in any particuler case. I am
pure you will see on reflection that I cannot poseibly
interfere.

Yours truly,

Minister of Justice.

A« Boroyd, .0
General “"'.;1:'”;.- Assookation of N.Z.,
street,



Zealand.
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