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| WEST COAST ASSN. 

  

Field Day at Gladstone 

  

SPEECHES AND DEMONSTRA- 

TIONS. 

The West Coast Beekeepers’s Asso- 

ention held their annual field duy at 

Me W. Butler's apinry at) Gladstoue 

wo Swtunday attearnoet, the weather 

being oxeellent tor the oeveasion, and 

there being a good attendance of bee 

keepers, who were provided with in- 

Ivresting mddresses and demonstrations 

in the fpiary. 

Mr G. Smithers (Chairman of — the 

West Coust Assoeittion) extended a 

welcome to those present, stating that 

it wis sume yeurs sinee a field day 

hind beew held, and he was pleased to 

see stich go darge gathering, He then 

riled upon Mr J, O'Brien, M.P., to 

teprade the field lay. 

Mr O’Irien Uimnked the Association 

for the privilege of being present by 

invirntion, ffe was serry to say that 

he Jatd not had a lot te do with bees, 

having been taught a lesson by them 

when be wis a boy. Mr O'Brien said 

thap stutisties showed that bees were 

first brought to New Zenland hy Wake- 

field ja ISSO, but there was nothing 

uch done in the development of the 

intostey until 1906. In 104, the 

ltets) amount of houey exported waa 

| ten tons, whereas dust year 2,865,000 

pounds at a valus of £82,743 was ex- 

ported, which was a big increase, and 

proved the real value of the New Zen- 

land honey at Home, Although they 

bad ao climate on the West Coust un- 

suituble te honey production, good 

progress wis being made, and he con. 

erutuluted the people in keeping on in 

nn etfer; to mike the industry, What- 

Lawes the producers did, they must keep 

the stnodard bigh. A lesson could be 

ituken from farmers, who went in for 

ctnndurdised eheese for export. Th. 

atend of atowing a ostundnrd to be 

towered, it should be raised, as if wis 

‘upossible tuo get away with a low 
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le studied more keenly in the future 

with the Gbjeet of cutting out the 

middle man. He hoped to see the 

beekeepers vo nlong the right Jines 

nit maintain a goud standard in thei 

‘product, Ee then deelnred the field 

tiny open, 

1 oMyr EL A. Earp, Serior Apiary Ln- 

struetor, of the Agricultural Depart 

ment, said he was pleased to be pre- 

Msent at the field day, He urged the 
heekeepers an the West Coast to stand 

thy their Asscointion and their Nation- 

al ‘Associntion that was doing much for 

j New Zenuland. lle stated that — the 

problem was greater to-day in Conse: 
p uence of the competition thet wre 

pheine met in oversens trading. The 

| present season Was somewhag lute 
throughout the whole of New 9 Zea 

land, and it was <iffieuli to estimate 

the ultimate crop that would weerue, 
liut the indications were for but hait 
"the normal crop, The weather was tie 

| sethnek, us it had been unsuitable dur. 

uy the past month, It was unfortun 

ale that the erops world not be large 

us the beekeepers wanted ta swell 

fheir exports oversens. Last season 

beekeepers were  inelined toa beeome 

Poanicky und quit at loeat priees, whieh 

{ w: is a big mistake, as if they stuck 

)ogether nnd supported their Assoein- 

tion, it would be benefietal to them, 

The Agricultural Department was de- 

Toe What ir possibly could during the 

economic depression, amd that was to 

ldisseminate amongst beekeepers, 11 
livas also unfortunate that the Depart. 

‘iment lad to curtnuil expenses. With 

I seven officers iy different centres, the 

‘Tepartimeng had had 43 part-time mee 
| working, mostly aginst disease, where 

was formerly very rampant, and 
vin ta the shortage of money the 
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most of these men were dismissed. 
They hoped to do better in this diree- 
tion next year, but it depended on 
how much money would be available. 
Referring to grading, Mr Earp said 
leekeepers should pay every attention 
to export honey. It should be remem- 
hered that un important factor was 

{ peeking, and that one could ‘by Cx: 

Jtructing rightly put the honey out in 
fine condition and free from scum. On 

I the West Coust, owing to the climatic 
eonditions the honey enme in hadiv



‘it Was after-treatment that was ea 

sential, Beekeepers should endeavour 
ite get a smooth-gruined honey, by the 

introluetion of what was ealled a 
starter, which would give honey the 

‘smooth grain that is in demand, 
Buyers did not want coarse honey, Rata 
honey was smooth in grain, and even 

if it was uot so tasteful, its smooth 
grain woul] tuke on. The Apiary Act 

gissed by Parliament wag working 
stiaothiv. It provided that in the re- 

f ane? of bees, beekeepers must obtain 
;# permit from Inspector, and one could 
see a grent advantage in the stopping 

tof the indiseriminate removal of bees, 
This had helped considerably to keep 
‘istricts clenr of foul brood and other 
iliseases. There were 8,000 beekeepers 
in the Dominion to-day, and their num- 
ler wag inerensing rapidly, and the 
protection agninst foul brood was a 
prent factor, If they had thousands 

(of colonies to demonstrate with, in- 
“stead of 104 eolonies, it would be het- 
‘ter. The object of a demonstration 
wax to do something of a practical 
nuture in the apiary. 

Mr J. Rentoul, Chairman of the 
j Honey Control Board, and Managing 
Director of the New Zealand_Co- opera. 
tive Ifoney Producers’ Association, in 
his address, stressed the neeessity of 

; keeping the standard of the product nov. 
| He had just returned from abroad, and 
had gained a good insight into the ex- 

 



ports in the United Kingdom, to which 
he woulkl make_reference at the meet- 

ing last night, Coneerning honey, 
beekeepers required to realise that 
their paeking should be © specialty. 
Honey was bought in the Old Country 

by people who were fairly discriminat- 
ing in their foods. In the Old Country, 
Australian fruit was more favoured 
than Californian fruit, as in the latter 

the packing wes not just right, and the 
flavour as 9 result was not as good, 

That referred! also to honey, antl as 

far as the market was concerned, they 
hud their honey in a premier position, 
und did not want to go back in any 
way. He did not want the impression 
to go around that the West Coast was 

the only place where packing was poor 

in New Zenland. Some beekeepers had 
rusty tins and had cleaned them with 

kerosene, which was a fairly insinuat- 
ing mixture, as people did not like it. 
It spoiled honey and should not be im 
yiteking houseg at ail Their’s was an 
industry that had to be watched eare- 
fully and given every eneouragement. 

Mr S. T. Pave, Apiary Instractor 

for the West Coast, then gave a prac- 

tien] demonstration of the opening up 

of u hive, and other matters in connee- 

tion with beekeeping Which was very 

interesting indeed. During this process, 

only one person wits actually know:t te 

have received a sting, but one or two 
others were also stung, though they 

concealed their disconifort, and did nut 

Jet it be known. 

After a dainty afternoon tea, pro- 

vided by the host and bostygs, Mr and 

Mrs W. Butler, haé been partaken of, 

Mr Rentoul gave an interesting address 

on the fuds of beekeeping. He said 
that the necessity for producing honey 

cheaply had brought it down to short 
euts and if hurd times were to continue 

they would hive to further cut out 
unnecessary work, Fads such as ven- 

tiluting und other fancy ideas were 
wrong, exeept in fn experimental way. 
A small entrance of three-cighths of an 
inch was ample, as Dees ventilated the 
hives themselves, und their task wits 

mad oasier by having # small an- 
rance. While the use of excludis was 

‘uid down in-text books it became a



fad if earried to extremes, Reductions 
in swarming could be earried into «fF. 
fect by various methods and was being 
successfully @urried out by New Zea- 
land beekeepers. He only knew one 
beekeeper in New Zealand who brand- 

ed qveen bees by putting a little ver- 
million on their backs so that he 

eould pick them out on the frames. This 
particular beekeeper did not go in for 

honey production, but he was interest- 
ing to talk to. Mr Rentoul condemned 

fads. His advice to beekeepers was 
to aeeent a good Jine of management 

insteml of experiments, which could 

he jeft to those so jnclined. 
Mr Butler then gave a demonstration 

of a number of his own patents eon- 
neeted with the bives and packing 

house. 
At the coyelusion, after a most en- 

jovable day had heen spent by all, the 
President, Mr Smithers, thanked Mr 
O’Brien, M.P.. fur performing = the 

opening e¢sremony, anid also Mr Earp 

aud Mr Rentoul for their interesting 
nddresses. He extended very hearty 

thanks to Mr and Mrg Butler for the 

plonsant time and for the fine afternooa 

ten whieh they and ether ladies had 
provided for them, 

BEEKEEPERS’ MEETING. 

Ou Saturday evening at Trinity Hall, 
Mr ‘TL. Smithers presided over a large 

meeting of beckeepers, Me Earp, Myr 
entonl and Mr Page were amongst 
those present. An apology wus re- 
ceived for absenee from Mr J. O'Brien, 

M.1'. 
Mr Page addressed the meeting on 

the necessity for advertising on tae 
local market, and, to this end, of mak- 

ing use of the A. and P, Show. 
Two eups were snbmilted for a 

thoice to be made of one to he donated 
te the Al uml PB. Assoeintion fur the 
honey clisses aud ute of the cups was 
selected. 

Mr Earp in his address spoke or 

marketing overseas. le said that Mi 
Rentonl had vaid 2 visit overseas — te



investigate Various matters affecting 

heir sale of honey on the Home mur- 
ket, If they were to hold their own 
on a market of which, they had made 
i vertiipn success, and to muintain il, 
they had to stand by their New Zea 
lund organisation. The way the Home 

market had been guarded had brought 
New Zealand to the front. Canada 
was starting to organise to-day and 
wis making every effort to capture 

the market on similar lines to New 
Zealand. The great thing was jo piain- 

tuir a coutinuity of supply. By hav- 
ing large quantities to sell, one stood 
in «a better position. The New Zea- 

land Honey Control Board mude it 
petter for supplies in quantity and 
quality, and unlesg the berkcepers 
stood behind the organisation, they 
would go buck to where they were cen 
yeurs ago. Honey varied considerably, 

und consequently one had ai mixed 
urticle te sell. If one were in an or- 

yunisation one would be in tke position 
to ship honey indiseriminately to Lor- 

don, If the beekeepers of New Zea- 
land organised as other countries were 
doing, they would capture 2 great deat 
of the world market. 

Myr Rentoul exhibited photog of win- 
dow aud show displays in various parts 
oy the United Kingdom, which gave 
ti prominent position in every. instance 
to New Zealand ‘‘Imperial Bee’’ 
honey, and also showed the methods of 
marketing in the Old Country. He 
snid that some producers had reeently 
criticised the H.P.A. with an iden of 
breaking away. The present state of 
the world trade was ot bedrock, but It 
was coming on when he left the Old 

Country. Honey had not, however, suf- 
fered to the same extent as other pro- 
ducts, and they had been able to hold 
iheir own with sales and priees, The 
New Zealand exports were 500 tons 
per year up to 1928, and they thea 
jumped up to 1038 tons, and extra 
trade bad to be found. In the next 
year the exports increased to 1,100 tons, 
Whilst sales were going on at the nor- 
mul rates, and 500 to 600 tons was be; 
ing sold annually. At present, the 
sales were equal to fhose at this time 
last year, and were very satisfactory, 
but they wanted to double the present



this yeur unfortunately, but it would 
give them au chanee to get off over- 

jlonded stock, The produetion this sea- 
son in Canterbury was half of the nor- 

,mal amount, as was the ease also in the 

North Island. The Const output was 

‘vet to come, and he hoped it would 
ibe satisfactory, but thought it would 

lbe ulso only half the normal amount, 

‘The bulk of the honey came from Can- 
‘terbury and the Waikato. Sales were 
inerensing in packed honey, but bulk 
ixaleg were deerensing, On a competi- 

jtive market, the New Zealand below- 
standard hoyey had to eompete with 

others, and as prices had fallen so low, 
they could not seii in any quantity at 

‘the prices required nnd advaneed ta 
hbeckeepers. Ty meant that table 
honey not suitable for packine would 

hive to po downy in priee. He showed 

where honey offered hy auction on the 

Home markets was a failure as it did 

not sell. There was a hig field for 

development in the Old Country, and 
New Zealand was working on the right 

lines to get the buck of the trade. New 
iZealnnd hast aw hopeful future ia their 
export trade . Furthermore they were 

in & position to export direet, Convera- 

ing the Honey Producers’ Association, 
‘the West Const heekecpers stool by 
them more than others. The Honey 

Producers’ Associntion wag nu eo-opera- 
five one and unless there was co-opern- 
tion on the part of the heekeepers 
who promoted it, it could not give effi- 

cient results. Their biggest and hest 
market was their local one, as they 
sold from two-thirds to four-fifths of 

their prodnetion in New — Zealan.l, 
which meant that New Zealand con- 

sumed 2000 tons aunually. They had 

‘iso No eompetition, Coneerning honey 

itself, it was the finest food in the 

world, and he abvays kept thinking 

that people woull wake up and dis: 

cover its great value, Honey was a 

small factor in the Old Country, as if



was only used at the rate of a-quarter 
of a pound per head, whereas in New 

Zenland it was used at the rate af 
three pounds per lead. Comparing 

butter with honey, it was only througt 

the fnetories standaridising it that bat 
ter production became so great un in 
dustry and enabled them to build uy 

an export trade, whereas people of oves 

40 vears ago hawked butter around 
and sold it at Ga a pomud in bulk. 

In reply to a question, Mr Earp saic 
{hiat, with the present price of honey 
he would not recommend anyone — te 
start un apiary on whieh to make 4 
living unless it was deeided te put 
flown 0 to 400 colosies. Tt would 

cost uprpoximutely £1000 to buy ant 
right “that number of good — Italiar 
eolouies. A beekeeper with full know 
lelge of the business could start at 
less cost by using smaller eolonies ane 
working up. Ktalf an nere of lam 

would meet the ease, and one met 

ceonid attend to the eolonios, with some 
assistanee in the extracting house. 

Mr Airey asked if the Department o 
Agriculture had ever considered the 

idea of an inspector to assist budding 
heckeepers by means of an apiary to 
be asaintnined by the Government us 
an experimental aptary, Mr Earp, in 
unswer, said that it had not been eon- 
sidered, but beekeepers would, he eon- 
sidered, he befter served by a State 

tpinry that would assist beekeepers 
in starting off. Some schools were do- 
ing if where they had agrienltufal in- 
strnetors, Matamata and  Weilding 

were pliees where the high — sehools 

provided scholars with 2» good insight 

into beekeeping. Same — schoolmasters 

took an interést in it and had a nm. 

ber of colonies in the sehkool gardens, 
but the next sehoolmaster that  enme 
along would perhans have no interest 
in bees and woulkl not go nesr them 
with the result ‘foutski hives.’? 

Tie Presidents Mr Smithers. thes



urged upon those who had nat joine | 

the local Association uw do se jt was 
only by eo operntion, that ‘fcr could 
hope te do anything 

Votes of thanks were aeesrded = to 

Messrs Earp and Rentoul, being carried 
hy neelamation, 

Mr Earp, in acknowledging the vote, 

said that it give him great pleasure to 

pay a visit to the West Coast. Those 
who had attended the recent econfer- 
ence on the West Coast had spoken in 

glowing terms of the hospitality ex- 
tended. 

Mr Renton! tn endorsing the re- 
marke of Mr Earp said that he hoped 
any complaints would be sent forward. 

The Chairman said he had overlogk- 
ed an important matter, and that was 
that he hoped that honey would not be 
taken to Auckland to be graded, as 
had-been the case in one instanee, as 
there was no renson for il, for they 
had a good grading store at Grey- 
mouth. 

Mr Rentoul explained that the hoaecy 
had not been taken away on that ce- 
casion to be graded for exvort. It 
was for the loeal trade. L# it had been 
graded by the Governmenr grader at 
Greymouth, it would have had to be ex- 

ported. They had taken it because the 
supply at the time in New Zealand wis 

running short through beekeepers seil- 
ing their honey in a private way. It 

might happen again and he did not 
want them to think that it was be- 

ing doné in any way against the in- 

terests of the loeal Association. There 
was no grading in any stores last year 
for expor{, with the exception of 50 
tons. =


