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BEEKEEPERS’

CONFERENCE.

SUCCESSFUL DELIBERATIONS.

IMPROVED

OUTLOOK.

The twentieth annual conference of the
National Beekeepers’ Association of New
Zealand was held in Wellington on July
18 and 19.

The president, Mr. P. A. Hillary (Tua-
kau) was in tlw chair. Also present
were: Messi A. Pope, vice-president
(Canterbury), W Nelson (Otorohanga),
H. R. Pemny (Okalawl). and W. vuAu

and Mr. Ecroyd stated that, in view of
the work done by scores of other bee-
keepers for no remuneration, he would
have no hesitation in giving his services
for nothing if it were necessary.
(Applanse.)

Combi:
Mr.

of Pri o e
L. FRohmmmadﬂum

),
(Chnst(-hurch ), the general

ary; Miss Barrett (Feilding), Mrs.
Ecroyd (Christchurch), Messrs. R. K.
Hooper (Marton), J. H. White (Tapa-
nui), A. Barrett (Leeston), L. F. Robins
(Temuka), A. H. Davies (Hamilton),
L. J. Levien (Hawke’s Bay), G. V. Gow
(Walton), A. Pearson (Hamilton), A.
R. Bates (Kaponga), Williams (Te

the
Nat.xolul Beelmepeu Association sup-
porting a central organisation represent-
ing all the smaller primary industries.
Mr. Watsonr (seconder) : We think the
time has arrived in New Zealand when
no small body of producers can stand
on their own. We should join . with
other bodies, such as poultry keepers,
flax growers, ete. A lot could be done
wllh co-operation such as this. The
ry keepers, for instance, brought
a blll before Parliament which was lost,
and that might not have happened if
we had been behind them. Denmark
has given us the example.
Mr. Davies: Are any of the primary
producers combined at the present time?
Would we have h start the movement?

we thought that we would give the

serious consideration. But

B o waier vttt e
thing.

Mr. Nelson: The idea is a very good

one indeed, provided we are not called

upon to take the initiative. We have

troubles of our own, hut
sentations be made to u}:. 'ewlhvuld '!v:,‘
as far as we can in that direetion,

The remit was deferred until later in
the conference so that other matters
relevant to it eould be d:u before-
hand. When it was put forward again

as ng through in two day
what was m-n,uu-?—kd ol
he said, the president

Mr. Davies moved that the executive
tahcbeqllutwnnpnd-'htmld
be done with This
leoondedlryl{r Pope,udm-ac-

mvlme--dlushv
low prices should be the subject
test.”
Mr. Nelson pointed out that the prae-
tice was common everywhere, and only

at very
of pro-

the
of prices would be effective.
After discussion the remit was carried.

Junior Members.

The Feilding remiit, “That pupils -l
primary andsecondary _ achosls
admitted as j il L
Nmon.xuueeu:/a"--mdw

very anxious to join 4
A.:.’.emm Most of th have from
one to five hives. Others bave
started on commercial beel -—
they left the agricultural school.”

r. Fraser: Some first-class beekeepers
have been trained at that school. Schol-



they have scattered

"As this entails an alter-
titution it will bave to

of on.
then gave the necessary

' Ppresident: We can do something
lly to meet the position, but any
o Wwill not, be official
constitution is

that a committee be
i fees
ort to the mext conference. He
“suggest that the association was
losing. :ulgoc of members through the

o siptions being too high. He would
to see the maximum subscription at
‘However, a committee might be
~ able to come to some workable solution.
Mr. Davies seconded the motion, which

was carried.
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Mr. Davies: We are asking the
Government to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to look into this matter. We all
know that there seems to be something
wrong with the means of trading our
produce.

Mr. Pope (who was temporarily in
the ehair): This has been brought up
by the Farmers’ Union. If you ask for
a Royal Commission to sit at the
present time they will probably say
that the orthodox way of doing things
will obtain. You would need a com
mission ecomposed of men who could sce
their way clear to put something to the
Government different from the ortho
dox. We must face this situation: that
the producers want to sell their goods,
that the people want to buy them, but
there is not the wherewithal to market
the products.

Mr. Davies: An inquiry is being
asked for all over the Dominion. When
the Government see that there is a big

had been achieved by ti,,

securing a duty on heesy
dation. i
The Seeret
done in five m
duty, I am just a
to get the duty put on | ay
and foundation; but thog, Otk
4 of

hay 1 reports of th,
mission’s sittings will seq g
ast them.  Professg, th,

o man, My

> duty
r that we should

brolee
ra Ceswax ig
Togg is a

again. At the present ti, B and
imported into Auckland ;' it is heing
able at 9d and 10d a ;m..,,'j;“l is obtain
is entering the * Aslong ag
le hope in that q; Country e

Mr. Davies agreed to Ction,
Withdraw the

remit.

Mr. Sage moved that ,
mittee he set up to go " strong com
Commivsion in Christehuy, © the Tariff

"h to press the

]

DELEGATES PRESENT AT THE ANNUAL CONFERE OF THE NATION
OF
SITTING (left to right) : —. Levien (Napier). W. E. A Earp (C}
chureh, elected President), P. A, Hillary ([luaka :
Miss C. A. Barrett (Feilding), Mrs vd (Christel (midd
(Ap

Eeroyd (Secretary, Christchurch), W

A,
(Christehurch), Mr. Short (Feilding). BACK ROW (left t
E. D. Williams (T¢ Awamutu), G. V. Gow (Matamat)

: (Ohaupa ikata)

E. W. Sage

Mr. Bates’ suggestion for the national
executive to he the committee was

agreed to.
Banking and Currency Inquiry.

The Auckland Central remit, “That
this annual conference of the National
Beekeepers’ Association demands that
the Government accedes to the request
from public meetings held all over the
Dominion for an immediate, full, open
and exhaustive inquiry into the hanking
and monetary policy and possible alter-
native thereto,” was carried unani-

Wats

on_(Ger:

had)

majority of people asking for a read
justment, they may take steps.

Mr. Nelson moved an amendment as
follow: “That this association ex
press dissatisfaction with the present
monetary system, and we recommend
that our executive co-operate with
other ganisations in hehalf of read
Jjustment.”

Mr. Davies seconded the amendment,
which was carried.

an

oro:

Duty On Beeswax.

Mr. Davies moved the South Auck-
land remit, regretting that nothing

IEKEEPERS' ASSOCILyqioy
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Instructor), (
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applieation of a duty on beeswax and
foundation.

The Secre I think it would b
a splendid ic We will need all the
support we can get and for my part
I will do my best. We should have a

particularly ‘strong committee set up.
Mr. Gow: We should have some
figures as to the wax that is being im
ported. If it is mecessary to import
large quantities, it iS not mueh use
asking for a duty on it. 4
The Secretary stated that abo,
quarter of the ‘total of beeswax ‘:f;,}
was imported and the rest loeally pro-



1;1 it
o ope
committee, witl,

moved, on behalf of the
ch, “That inspeetion of

k Association being
L authority to inspect a certain
in their own district.”

v Fraser: What we want is
Bomorary inspectors, to be approved by
Government instructors. We are not
satisfied with the work our present
Government™ inspectors are - doing,
although that is hardly their fault
They are to be congratulated for what
they have done, but it is impossible for
them to cover the vast areas they are
appointed to and visit all the apiaries
once or twice a year. 3

Mr. Levien: In our distriet there are
over 100 beekeepers in a small radius
and the inspector has said that in his
area, which goes from Gisborne to the
Manawatu Gorge and the Rimutakas
he can make in most cases only one
inspection a year. I have been directed
to apply the full weight of my branch
to this remit.

Mr. Earp: Under the Act, we have
power to appoint honorary inspectors
and put them in the field to-day. In
northern areas there arc about six
men appointed for the coming year
It is already working in Taranaki dis
triet and also in Southland, and the
men theze have dome very excellen®
work. The idea is for beckeepers to
protect their own interests by becominz
part-time honorary inspeetors, and this
has been availed of, as I have said, by
a number of men. As for foul brood
beekeepers have little to complain of
now, except in some isolated districts.
If the beekeepers who apply for the
position of homorary inspectors have

some standing and desire to keep their
own areas and those nearby eclean,
then they will be appointed. It is not
so much the matter of inspection alone;
you want men who can drop good hints
for eradicating the disease on good
lines. Much of the damage donme by
the disease is through men not being
conversant with what foul brood ecan
do and how to treat it.
that when times
the Government will be able to put on

a number of part-time officers. It

the second and third visits to an apiary

that count. If you take Mr. Robinson’s
district here, [ doubt whether he could

cover every apiary in three years. Our
efforts have been as far as pos
coneentrate upon the commercia i
gradually extending inspection to the
more remote parts of the distriets.
The remit was earried
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Upon the remits bej
Mr. Butland, Zaim‘"ﬁn”f"’e“‘ to

if you inerease
board, you inerease the expens
industry. Members cannotpb: :x:;c:gg
to pay their own expenses. Also. with
a greater number there is likely to be
¢ross-currents in the board’s working.”
. Mr. Davies: There has been a feeling
in our branch that there was a lack of
information from the board. “How-
ever, Mr. Butland has indicated that
we will have all the information we
require,” he said, “by means of
periodical reports, and this is all we
really seek. ask permission to

537

£ ly expressed
and q-nd SUPPOrt of the Contro)
irresponsible or i mm.i.gimm =
SESDSE the hogrg | Oed  Persons

A motion of

omplete conf i

the board was carrieg enthmi:;tni:lll\'n
Honey Exporters® League, :

Mr. Nelson: T moy,

- : move thag i
sation called the  Hopr' i

od Y s
(0 Protect our Tnteren. e Ll bl
teps be Y

form such an organisation, . " 0

The preside
league would be aple fo
authority for the honey e
Dominion, and would he
the National Beekeepers’
any movements to benefit
The league would have polit

nt pointed out that such o

a speak with
Xporters of the
able to support
Association in
the industry.
ical influence,

withdraw our remit.”
The meeting granted permission, and
th> discussion ended.

Mr. Fraser, for the Feilding branch

moved that u universal ticket or label

he adopted the association, to be

issued to financial members with safe-

guards to ensare only ass quality
honey being ucked under the label.

The delegates, in discussion, considered

e considerable difficultics

it, and

out of the remit.
the remit wus subsequently withd
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GET MY PRICES.

J. P. IRELAND,

TE RAPA FRANKTON.

Thanks to Minister.

Mr. Nelson moved: “That we send a
letter of thanks to the Minister of
Agriculture for his valuable assistance
znd helpful advice to the beekeeping
industry. We particularly appreciate
lis successful effort to secure for the

using his influence with his
colleagues in securing the £6000 loan.”
This was carried amidst applause.
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operation.
It announced that Mr. Walworth,
Palmerston North, the largest honey
the Dominion with 2400
boes, had joined the eom
greatly inereased con
of the

nof h'
oportion
, sound,
men, itical.
number of them are destined to make
thelr mark in the history of beekeeping
in New Zealand.

One notice
t—a
A

to again and full
q-d—l-l-b‘--lz it sense,

Finance Threatened.

The balance sheet of the amsociation
showed & dwindling balance, which was
somewhat disquicting. Delegates pointed
out that the adoj of an insurance
scheme would greatly strengthen the
association’s fluanees. The Hopkine
Memorial Fund showed £10 15/6 in K:.d
The Robbins Agﬂnl Fund had a cash

of £27 2/6, which will form the
nueleus of the insurance scheme fund.

An Interlude.

A laugh at the axpense of the pres-
dent (Mr. P. A. Hillary) relieved the
solemn discussions for a few moments,
In speaking of the value of honey as a
food, and its almost immediate effect in
the production of staying power and
energy for athletes, Mr. Hillary stated
that & team of Iboys was suffer-
ing defeat at half-time by three points
to nil. They were given a dessertspoon-
ful each of y, and upon resumption
of the game they overran their oppo-
nants and six points, winning,
he said, “by six points to nil” Mr.
D. S. Robertson, apiary instructor,
Wellington distriet, said he had not
hitherto come meross such wonderful
testimony to the “marvellous value of
honey, in that the team receiving a
ration of honey had not only scored six
points, but had wiped out the three
o t

The pres
could not be heard for

Officers of the National.

The election of officers of the
National resulted

eloeted  prosident

yoar; viee

eutlve

(South Hillary

Penny (Nort A hearty v
of thanks was nccorded the past presi
dent for his servoces
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