CORRESPONDENCE

THE HONEY INDUSTRY.

(To the Editor.)

Sir—Some weeks ago, during my ab-
sence from the West Coast, a letter
appeared in the ‘‘Argus’’ in which Mr
Penuy, a North Island correspondent
tock me to task regarding the questi-
on of honey control aud assured read-
ers the Control Board was getting re-
sults highly satisfactory to the great
majority of exporters; and that the
marketing of New Zealand honey in
Englan] was the envy of the other
honey-produeing  organisations over-
seas. It would have been most in-
teresting had he given some details of
‘hose sutisfactory resuits and explain-
cd  why our producers do not export
their honey instead of dumping it on
the local market, at the unpayahble
prices that have ruled for several
venrs. He does not deny ‘that the ad-

vance made at shipment is 13d per Ib.!
on which interest has to be puid, He
also admits a period of 18 montha!
intervenes between the shipment and
the sales, Under these circumstances
it is indeed remarkeble ihat our over-
seas selling arrangements are envied
hy anyone aequainted with the actual
faets, When I was allowed to export,
I could obtain very much hetter re-
furns and comp'ete payments in five
monthe:; but the Coutrol Board con-
tinues to refuse me permisgion to ex

port. ITm the North Tsland T was assur-
ed of & hearty weleome at the confer-
enee of the National Beekeepers? As

soeciation held at THamilton on June
19th and 20th and I was prevailed
upon ‘to remain an additional week in
Auckland to attend it. On the after-
noon of the first day the chairman of
*he Toney Control Board spoke, and

hiz address was distingnished more by
its molities thap details of exnort op-
arations, Tn replv to one producer he
admitted that a line of loeal honey hadl
heen «old throngh the bhoard in bulk
in London for 70s per ewt., represent-

‘ng over 91 per Th. in New Zenland
enrreney, for whieh the shipper would

receive less than 54 per Ib. under the
pooling system. by which pavment is
alloeat'ed hy the Contro' Board. Tm

mediately following T was, at a mo-
ment’s notiee, invited +o reply,

To elaim that produecrs espressing
views ather than those paraded by the
exeeutive members of the association
reeeived a  hearty welecome is an
exquisite piece of ironv. I was verv
surprised ‘fo  hear Mr Campbhell.
director of the Tortienltural Division
in his offieial eapacity, elaim that the
hankrunt  TToney  Produeers’ Associn-
tion had <erved a very nsefn’ purpose
in view of widespread  distress that
now prevails in the indnstre as  the
csoquel to ifs disastrons poliey. which
is ar onght to he, well known to him.

At least one Canterburv  apiarist
| was eomnelled to invoke the protec-
I tion of the Dankrupter Canrt to resist
the seizure of the whele of his 1045
eron, in satisfaction of one of netions
numhoring aver 700 taken last wvear
aneainst  former  exporters of  honev
through this eomnanv, Tn a defended
aetion i+ was elicited that for the
vear 1028, in respeet to which aetion
was *aken, out of aproximately
£135,000 received hy the company for
the sale of 'Thoney, £100000 was
abzorhed in expenses,

I With regard to the ahnormal amount
of wrerbiage indu'ged in at the confer
ence ahont foul thrond, vegistration
levy  (really a proposed now tax)
duty-free  sngar, ete., there was the
inezeapahle inference that it was de-
signed  to monopolise the time of the
conference and nlav  the part of a re!
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herring aeross  the real isme—n
rational! and efficient marketing poliev

Tn the report of the conference, pnh-
lished in the offieial organ of the
assoeiation, Mr Clark iz eredited with
movine a resnlntion to take steps ta
eanabhly answer any press eritieism
alleging mismanagement’ of the indns
try. T wonld he verv gratefnl to Mr
(Tark if he eould disabuse producers
of the helief that the present ehao'ie
conditions have heeyn erented hy mis
management, Mv nreviovs v
Tished chaves that there s no marke*
for New Zraland honey in the United
Kingdom still  remaina  unansweared.
Sinee control has been entoreed the
diz‘ribution and sale of our honev in
the Tnited Kingdom and the Contin-
en't of Europe have been the ccle right
of the ereditors of a New Zea'and
company during a period of its insol
veney and liguidation, an arrangement
“hat is still eurrent.

Sines leaving the North Teland T
| have bheen invited .to aeccept o seat on
the eveentive of ‘the Dominion Bee-
(keepers? Association, ‘an organisation
that' has heen formed in an endeavour
to  have Tthonev producers’ interests
safernarded and make renresemtations
‘o the authorities on bhehalf of those
wha have not heen satisfied with the
wav thess matfers have theen  denlt
with in the past. T have aceepted. on
eondition that a verv serions effort is
made to have the aperation of the
Honew Control Aet investieated and
the indnstry  relieved of the wastefu!
overhead eoste that hava branght it to
the brink of rnin. Tf the Exeentive
Commiseion of Agricoltnre, g statn-
o1y hodv that has heen inves‘ed with
the anthority 4o earrv  out sueh a
Aoty Cennmot he  prevailed  upon to
taka avnropriate «tens ta aechieve that
eod. “hen we must nefition Par'inment
far tha reneal of the ITonev Fxport
Conirol Aet. T am ofe.

JOTIN MTURDOOTT,
Rose. Woellanil.




