HONEY INDUSTRY
MARKETING CONTROL

e e ets.

LEGISLATION PENDING

—_—

MINISTER'S ANNOUNCEMENT

ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE

[BY TELEGRAPH—OWN CORRESPONDENT]
WELLINGTON, Wednesday

An announcement that he intended
to ask the Cabinet to draft legisla-
tion to inelude the honey industry
' within the scope of the Primary Iro-
“ducts Marketing Act was made by the
Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. W.
Lee Martin, when opening the annual
conference of the National Beekeepers’
Association in Wellington to-day.

The beekeeping industry, said the
Minister, was one that was worth while,
and his department wanted to see it
established on the best possible founda-
tion. The past season had been most
disappointing for production, the crop
in some arcas having been a complete
failure, with thé result that the total
tonnage, perhaps in the vieinity of 1500
tons, was really insuflicient to meet
local requirements,

Local and Export Problems

“I am confident,”” said the Minister,
“that most of our marketing problems
are connected up with the insufliciency
of marketing control hoth with regard
to the local and the export mar-
ket, and for that reason 1 intend to
recommend the Cabinet to approve the
drafting of legislation to include the
honey industry within the scope of the
Primary Products Marketing Act. (Ap-
plause).

“Just what exact degree of control
should be adopted and its method of
operation nced not he discussed here,”’
continued the Minister. “The first
essential is the eitation of the industry
under the Act. In connection, how-
ever, with the formulation of the
method of actual control to be adopted,
it is my wish that at this conference
vou should set up a small committee
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I*. R. Picot, director of internal mar-
keting, of the Marketing Department,
so that he will, as soon as possible, he
in a position to advise me just what
form the legislation should take.”’

Antagonism to Board

The Minister said he had been hurt
to see definite antagonism from some
quarters to the Honey Control Board.
If producers thought things were wrong
they had a method of righting them
without writing to the public press or
by belittling those who were doing their
hest to manage the industry. The bee-
keepers had their conference and they
should settle their differences there.
He was giving consideration to a wider
franchise that might make the control
of the industry more democratic.

In view of the bad season experi-
enced 1t was decided to ask the Govern-
ment to assist beekeepers to maintain
their hives during the winter.

PAST SEASON'S PAY-OUT

NO BLENDING WITH AUSTRALIA

[BY TELEGRAPH—PRESS ASSOCIATION ]
WELLINGTON, Wednesday

The amount of the season’s pay-out
was announced by the chairman of the
Honey Control Board, Mr. J. R. But-
land, at a conference of the National
Beekeepers’ Association to-day.  Mr.
Butland said that although the final ac-
counts had not yet been received, the
board had decided at a meeting on
Tuesday on a further 2id per lb. pro
rata, which would bring the 1936 sea-
son’s pay-out up to 6id.

During the past year the board was
able after long negotiations and with
the help of various organisations to
bring about a reduction in honey
freights. The saving thus cffected would
hecome evident during the current
season.

An emphatic denial-that Australian
honey had been blended with New Zea-
land honey and exported to the British
market as New Zealand honey, was
given by the chairman. There had been
some misleading and inaccurate state-
ments circulated in connection with
Australian honey, said Mr. Butland.
The hoard had certain contracts with
manufacturers and early this season,
when renorts indicated record crons.



would have welcomed further contracts.
The particular contracts under review
at present had heen held for some time
and theyv offered excellent returns and
a convenient method of keeping New
Zealand honey away from other pack-
ers. .

The hoard was committed to these
contracts, and, foreseeing the possibil-
ity of a shortage in regular pack re-
quirements, it was anxious to divert
every available pound of New Zealand
honey into the packing room to sell
it through the most profitable echannel.
1t was, therefore, deecided to explore
the possibilities of securing honey which
would he acceptable in the execution of
the contracts, therehby conserving New
Zealand honey for the packing husiness.

After searching through honeys in
Australia, the hoard was able to se-
cure 100 tons and an option over a
further pareel, which it had not vet
exercised, Not a pound of that honey
was ever pnt into “hmperial Bee,”" nor
wonld it ever be sold as New Zealand
honey. The, price at which the honey
was hought would show a profit to the
hoard, and that meant the exporter.

After a long discussion the meeting
unanimously earried a motion express-
ing complete confidence in the Honey
Control Board and satisfaction with
the results it had achieved, and en-
Jorsing the board’s action on the Aus-
tralian honev transaction.



