NOTE: The and devel of the 1
'¢ial mark
of honey was largely the work of the New Zealand Co-operat:::ng
Honey Producers Association, and as the records of this Associat-
ion have been destroyed the following account of the marketing of
honey is largely drawn from memory:

1913= About this time increase in beekeeping had brought producti
ahead of local consumption. Prices dropped and l:f:l sere du';:-
cult, While the total production was much below that of the
present Mfe, 80 also was the use of honey. There was no organi-
sation of s for ing honey and no regular export to
remove surpluses from the local market, A few of the bigger bee~
keepers had made shipments to London; two shipments, by the writer,
of highest grade honey netted approxiamately 4d per pound.

The two areas most affected were Canterbury and Taranaki, which
were the largest producing districts in those days.

In 1913 steps were taken in Canterbury by the local Beekeepers
Association, the National Beekeepers Association not yet having
developed, to form a Co-operative Association for the purpose of
exporting its members surplus honey.

In the meantime something was done in Taranaki. Mr H, W, Gilling
of Hawera had developed a small packing business, and with local
producers, formed this into a co-operative company. One of its
first actions was to purchase for its members the bees of Mr W, Lenz
of Masterton, who was at that time the largest beekeeper in the

Dominion, This gave an additional boost to beekeep in Taranaki,
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An approach by this nucleus association to the beekeepers through-
out the Dominion induced practically the whole of those commercially
interested in production to join up.

The Company had no capital to commence with, share capital being
subseribed by deductions from payments for honey supplied.

Members were expected to supply the whole of their honey and this
was loyally observed for a considerable period.

Pa, to s were fi by bank overdraft secured by a
joint and several guarantee for £8,000 by the Directors and by
advances on honey shipped to the Company's British agents.

Seven Directors were appointed, the writer replacing one who

d to accept appointment.
"fromm vga aggomted Managing Director and acted as Chairman
until the first meeting in Hawera, following the initial meeting
held in Wellington, when the writer was appointed Chairman of Directors.

The Company started operations in 1914, entering into an arrange-
ment with the Bristol and Dominion Association Coy., a new Company
who were establishing in Bristol, to act as its agents for the United
Kingdom.

olicy was adopted to sell as much of our honey as possible
in 3’.‘:.’1’1 pl:kngea. gxpona were made in 1915, 16 and 17, but in "
1918 the reduced shipping owing to the war made it impossible zo ge
any honey away and that seasons crop was still on the assdciations
hands when the war ceased. The ceasation of the war put the Bristol
and Dominion Coy. into difficulties and it went into liquidation, of
still holding considerable stocks of association honey. The A:soon_
ation then was in the position that the English arrangement hak.:or“
apsed, they had two seasons honey on hand, and the Englishin:: 4R
honey was for the time being hopeless owing to the high pric Rl
poor quality of the honey put on that market during the war, s i
of which were still held by retailers at prices around 3/6 nnl:: - 5 .
A buyer, however, was found in San Fr:gus:oéd';: gréc;a 1:“ 'hu-‘ oAl
The price pa wa, +0.B.,
e z::.l;n:m'::c:gog;n Pmngisoo prices had dropped to the equiva-
and the buyers repudiated on the :I:i:m ﬁh:xt“tbs
oney 8 t to sample. After considerable negota
:.-ui::lo:ade:gdod it was not strong enough to fight the claim, and
agreed to take back all the honey still in good condition at 7d per
pound C.I.F., While there was no monetary loss in this, the association

had now a large accumulation of honey 'O dispose of.

the
lent of 6d a pound



ime the liguidators of Dominion
had elaizmed on the Association for £10,000 rensotes o adveases S3es
per 1b, m‘ hh‘“tht a hrp“qnnnt, S;"&""m'; :-‘tmm o
Subsequen :::. this honey showed that samall 1. .

To counter this cla ots only could have
in and to make fresh
lmmxummuummuaxm:;.c

clearance was affected, and the real financial
ition of
m :nemh:m.“m b::.nz t: :::.on-uo oropp:: was ueo:hnry. °°?§:"’
ssoc beekeepers to make its
suppliers as high as possible; practically to the :mxn:dm
the honey. This left no margin for writing down stock values of
An analysis of the ition
stocks were cleared, showed ﬂ::.hd
m‘!.:‘1922, mt‘u hmw seasons stocks
subsequent realizations ompany
ve been mt.“ _——
surplus made a recovery the following year and in 1
mtmms.ooonummu-mnm—nmgﬁ
This debt was due to Mills & Co., and an arrangement was made
portion not less than £1,000 each year., A grant of £9,000
the Government was obtained on sccount of advertising, it being
that the publicity given to N.Z. Honey not only by advertising
the distribution of the honey in retail packages, which were
on the tables not only throughout the United Kingdoa and
but over a large part of the continent gave extensive
to the Dominion and created a demand for other Doainion

is help by 1939 the Associations debt would have been re-
,000, but a further loss of £6,938 was made on 1928 seasons
e association at this stage had made quite & good recovery
but the loecal arfairs of the Association were not so good.
earlier period of the Association meambers loyally adhered
undertaking not to compete with their association. The work
ssociation in taking surplus honey off the market and making
rice level for local sales, by its high advances, and by the
its own pack combined with the Apiaries Act controlling
brought a lot of new beekeepers into the business of honey
ion.

Many of these elected to remain outside the association, and by
so doing received better returns on the local market than association
members could froam both local and export after paying association ex-
penses., This tempted members of the Association to also participate
in local retail sales until by 1939 members only used the association
for the disposal of their honey when it suited them. The Associations
sales suffered from loss of the higher return from the local market,
and were more and more dependent on the export market with its lower
returns, This made the Associations position very difficult. Those
who were mwﬁ:ﬂn‘ were demanding the maximum advances, which were
never sufficient, and which left small hope of building up any reserve

s
meet a drop in prices overseas.
oy Exports d’tho Association up till 1938 averaged approximately
smmnmnutuﬁmmmumr. In 1925 the export
was 700 Tonse
8 and 1 wnnmerdproduuonmnmdmmt
ror'zf;port m’f;ia was on'r 1,000 Tons and in 1929 over 1,100 Tons,
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and at the end of 192
0 1400 Tens, hear 929 the Association had in L
& In 1929 the A-lgizl‘::on.m ‘:::n:r € years ::g::l.-::g' . A
1 stocks, as prices of butter h.: became uneasy at the bis'
:.m.:h :lread.y developing., A dl;i;::::e, dropped. The r%vem;::::.
lManager of Mills Co' S Py .
the honey, and Some Clher Fotesy Sy ooue Trade Depot FREEAY
e K i B R z.n:r retail lines, and the nn:hich handled
putting on the ging Director wanted to £ ging Director
Fibeiita Rolat Ror SL.fuBats Szt coee e peperdel e Shurd
compared with Imperial Be o retail at 1/-
Any savings in pack: oe retailed at 1/24 to 1/ka per 1 1 Jan
ODVACE ShEreTine thet ::ats would have been very 11"11:02' 1 1b jar.
honey, A loss S Todsetien Wust. doses rice gt th
1088 &2 mrsmgf 0‘2)3 :: :.he rice of the honey wxo‘ou?dt::vgr ::?1 v Bt
ShArt L0 ‘aaVaisEs Wide t6 zonslmd approximately that mo:n:
put the Association into liquidati lers. This would have immediatel
:ﬁ: : go. The writer naq‘:ent‘tgn I'.o::llgnut‘: def{:iency ¥l rd. t°e .
0. had tried out his id o _into sbe matter
a line of 150 shops. A tink o LR RLIR n
Momuonsthatogzlosnvirz;:'s{n ppeion RIS LK c°lsfm°§::g%°
the fact that retail sales of g:n:a was to be expected in view of
very small, about 10 1b y under the best conditions are
areis’s co'n »: 8 per week in the best shops. A check
ccount showed that in about six the e at
purchased five cases of this pack, It was obv?g?xs :hnuéey o
famging pirestord poites vould vl gisasirow 'Thay, wiid e
on the Setler ger of the Home Trade Department
Also, it sem:tdggﬁ-:{lmu O Eeeit tatioe Snnatintasiaray "
'1th'ln & e that the Association would be better served
ol rg::t.:y that was more fitted to make direct contact with u!x':e
was iieo Bequired that the agent dould taxs over fhe Associatitns
by 40 g e over the Associations
P e Auochﬁlg; :demte advances on the honey shipped to enable
by Harihog o e advances in its turn to the suppliers,
33 uu: ;oc:?:'\né:::o% d::m’ole that Mr H. W, Castle, the Manager
by P 2 AR Ee s 8 :‘b“l:;pt. should if possible go with the
in the connection with the retail trade
established., Mr Castle had developed the sale of New Zealand hone
:m since Mills & Co. accepted the agency, and the work done up 4
T i et
ma 0 cer firms whose operations suggested
2:::2?.“10!, others requested the opportunity of diacuasmggum
Mr Castle suggested the possibility of C. & E. Morton Ltd, be
a suitable firm. They had an extensive pacl;mg business of foodin‘
stuffs and condiments, This seemed the class of business we should
be associated with, although at that time their products were mostly
sold overseas, They had, too, given rise to some antagonism locally
:y. lo:a g:otyur: nrerg;da:tthi:g up 5 g(rl their own retail shops.
oweve: ransaction o have a quid pro quo, for the
Alloohhon expected them to take over stocks valu«'l at £110,000,
and as a set off, they would have an entry through our accounts to

some 6,000 shops.

It was scarcely likely, and so it proved, that any of these
accounts would be lost.

Mr Castle had previously had some connection with C. & E. Morton
Ltd, and he entered into preliminary discussion with them.

The writer while in London was in close touch with the High
Commissioners office on all matters, and the suitability of this
firm to act as the Associations agents was highly recommended.
Their commercial standing was advised by the Bank of New Zealand

and others,

Finally, C. & E. Morton Ltd agreed to_take the agency, take
over stocks from Mills & Co., and suitable arrangements were made
with regard to & packing depot and advances on honey shipped to
them on consignment. A transfer was made to C. & E, Morton Ltd,
two weeks after a decision had been made to change the agency.



Soon after C, & & Morton's over
. tak.
:: nm became excentusted and prul.c‘u of :::.;z::;:n-‘:n !':1913.0 %
:t. -d::lnhlu allowance at t:: :m,':- 1/24 e d g
oney ©S. Mortons brought forward the rouwpx;: ::o:aﬁi-?:?“
The advertising allocation at that date had been overs,

be allowed :
e to apend another £2,500 making the l-ountp:::ri:‘ggo'

The intensity of the slump and its contin
el en, and stocks did not move as qnitxkl,vpu:::(::x;::;t::;t'h.lﬁ:':;umP
agreement with regard to expenditure was not -dhared.tn by "
(Soe’ position set Sut in Hos!e oy es overepent
I:n]ﬁ:l.’:b r 7en 1952 «C.B. minutebook, letter to C. a B.
er 1931 the excessive stocks in Lon
conditions brought the Associations affairs to :?r::‘xﬁ.m: ;%th’
meeting of the Directors of the Association and the Honey Control
Board was held on December 6th 1931.

As a result of the discussions at this aeet it was
that the association g0 into liguidation and lrmg. R..;utgzéd“
Government Representative of the Control Board be appointed t; go
to London with a view to arranging matter's with Messrs C, & E,
Morton Ltd, who were the Associations only cereditors. An arrangement.
accepted in prineipal by Mortons, was made, waich, after the Board:
purchasing the Imperial Bee Brand for £6,000, left only a small
deficit on the figures produced. Stock realizations did not bear
out the figures agreed and considerasble hardship was caused suppliers
and shareholders by extensive calling up of unpaid share money
recourse.

NaZ, HONEY IID,

The affect of the cessation of the H.F.\.'s removal of surplus
from the Local market and the stabilising effect of its advances
on Local market prices had immediate effeet in disruption of local
prices. As examples a packer was offered 10 Tons of 92 point honey
at2} 1b; 2 1b lithographed tins of 96 point honey were being sold
at 10/6d Doz., and a large producer canvassed a portion of the
North Island with 2 1b Tins at 9/e Doz. The position was such that,
notwithstanding their liabilities in the winding up of the H, .A,
most of the larger producers got together and formed a new Association,
N.2 Honey Ltd.,

Steps were taken to safe-guard as far as possible against the
weaknesses of the previous associations.Members were bound by the
articles of Association, and contracts signed by them to supply
definite proportions of their crops and sell at not less than the
Associations listed prices. They also undertook to arfix seals
valued at 1/2d per 1b purchased from the Association to all honey

cked and sold by themselves, Three Acts of Parliament, the
g:-tuut. of Trades Act, The Trades Union Act and, I think the
Anti-trust Act, had to be taken into consideration when framing the

articles. This made them very complicated and left some doubt as
to whether or not they could be enforced legally. When, therefore,
some members elected not to keep their agreements little could be
done about it. It was soon realized that weaknesses were developing
as in the previous Association, and with a view to 5-}&;.:5 :-::::moo

t was appr .
ﬁ‘%ﬂ &9{, wﬂn‘:“u:iifh thgol'.:bour Government

came into office that anything was done about it, and in 1938 the
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recently formed Internal Marketing Division took over the Company's
business, and plant at valuation., New Zealand Honey Ltd, wound up
pay back all share capital and 6d per pound p.r. on all honey

supplied in the last year of its operations.



ZIHE _HONEY CONTROL BOARD |

In November, 1924, the Hone,
enable the exports of l'mnay to bz m:cﬁﬁ'.’"ﬁomn::hﬁ?:ﬁg >

future Acts or Ro,uhtumi having
i b a similar purpose should
word "control" in ux?contrnl" gx=: ::::

to antagonisnm,
of fasagenisn, particularly in the United Kingdon. "The Regulation

The purpose of the Act was to enable the
olicy a
B o eskeiing vaney e e nftes Eancdod Lo cthrioa"ont
which took in the whole of the producers w{m g N € T i
and this, therefore, had to be recognised as th:tp:ﬁ:; :::mim
general approval., This policy was to so control the distribution
of honey that the consumer would get to know New Zealand honey as
; honey of a uniferm high grade quality. The market for New Zealand
oney was built upon these lines by the Honey Producers' Association
There were, however, a few who exported outside the Association t.he'ir
exports amounting to periaps 2 to 5 per cent of the total nxpor;e.
On_the strength of the favourable market being created by the policy
“ﬂam“ outside lines were readily taken up by packers who
did not have access to H,P,A. supplies and were packed and put out
as New Zealand honey, irrespective of quality.

The matter came to a head when the High Commissioner's Of
advised that N.Z. Honey of inferior quality was being put on t.hf:"
market in London and it would have a serious effect on the reputation
of our product as a whole., It was only a small line, but the sale
of honey in the United Kingdom is a small line business. This honey
was Westland Birch (Kamahi) honey and was packed and sold not onl,
in London, but in Denmark, where the Honey Producers' Association's
brand had practically all the business not supplied by local product=
ion, It was sold at a lower price than the H.P.A., pack the prices
of which had, in Denmark, to be reduced accordingly.

The matter was taken up with the Government and the Honey Export
Control Act was passed.

This act provided for its administration by a Board, one member
to be appointed as representative of the Government and two appointed on
selection by producers who had exported two hundred whight of honey in
the three prededing years., The Act came into force only after a poll
of producers who had the above qualification, and was subject to a

majority vote.
The first members appointed were:-

Mr T. E. Clark, Hobsonville, Aunkl:ﬁ - Government Representative.

Mr R. Gibb of Edendale, Southland '
Mr J. Rentoul, Cheviot, Canterbury - Producers' Representatives.

The two latter were re-elected by producers until the death of Mr Gibb
and the resignation of Mr Rentoul.

As the records contain some disparag
business qualifications for this position,
their standing when appointed is necessary.

Mr Clark was at that time Managing Director and had a controlling
interest in the Hobsonville Brick & Tile Company. He had established
extensive apilaries around the Hobsonville - Helensville area.

as Aplary Instructor and Schools
time of his appointment was a

ing eriticisms as o their
a personal note as to

Mr Gibb had served a term
Agriculture Instructor and at the
succesaful farmer and aplarist.
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Mr Rentoul had a chemist b
us
::::mn::: mx:ml:e l:l for m";::-’. l;;vi:.ﬁ;r:vé:ng
- .
done some export t.nuxnzn ::'h:;:y:".bn'md pvatosdbusien:

The objective of the Board was
t oney

!t,g;t::ux:d*:;: set up was not sold mt:cmmt:hl;‘o: the i
This contre) required’ that ais honey xperted vo th unyry faken.
3:01: 150 through the Board's afents, Ilellr: A“Jm. o

l, mm‘t‘:::n\:‘-ﬁo‘l:u: ;a they were mum& tx.n rest of the
hone, e H.P.A,. A levy of 1/6a
on all exports to th n 7952 tne Jerne
erctaid tT IS m Ib: Board's expenses. In 1932 the levy was

The Act gave the Board extensive power in
for export, but it could not inte Rt s o8 Mty
I ® » Nant S34,2 honoy.r“" with any existing contract

Two claims were made for exemption from the
the ground of existing contracts, both by le-t:l.-n?;:::tc::u: "
Mr Wade of Greymouth and Mr J, Murdoch of Ross, This is specially
mentioned as the decision with regard to these claims, induced
Mr Ilu::;ch to 1;21!“0 among the eial ity ;nd beek
generally aga t control, using his position as a memb e
Chamber of Commerce in his locality for the purpose. e S

The Board's Solicitor, had, however, advised that the arrange-
ments submitted by these oinmunt- aia nc'n. constitute a eont.r:ct.
within the meaning of the Act and the Board had no option but to
decide accordingly. Also, as it happened, it was Mr Murdoch's
honey which had caused the trouble in London and Denmark, The
agitation then started gethered recruits from new beekeepers and
one or two of the older ones who had fallen into disagreement with
the established order of things and that split in the beekeeping
fraternity has continued up to the present, but with new issues

as the cause of contention.

Considerable reliance had to be placed in the Board's London
agents as there was no one with authority who could give detailed
supervision, although the High Commissioner's Office would always
advise in a general way. To give some authority for implementing
the Board's control Mr H. W, Castle, Manager of Messrs Mills & Co's
Home Trade Department was appointed nominal representative, but
without power to commit the Board in any way. (Appointment made
after transfer of agency to C. & &, Morton Ltd)

On March 3rd, 1931, Mr T. E. Clark resigned as Government
representative on the Board and Mr J. Re Butland of Auckland was
appointed in his stead. Later in the yecv the death of Mr R. Gibb
103! another vacancy and Mr W, Watson of Geraldine was appointed a
member and retained the position by election.

The liquidation of the Honey Producers' Association made it
necessary tgx' the Board to arrange for the handling of the whole
of the export honey to the United Kingdom, Consequently the "
Board on zho 8th March, 1933, took eontrol of all honey for o:t:p:}‘
to the United Kingdom, :h;o I{tzh Fr::.S:;:: s.ndA:h:.n (;‘ogg:.::n'“

th C, & E. Morton as .
:::ozz‘ml'* y hlmll' ing the export honeybohonomriun were r;i-:d
from £50 a year for the Chairman to £100 a year and rcx;:m t§-52276/}5
£50 for other members, plus out of FOSKIC, Ri"o Secane the Boara'a
8l as a member
m::mgn‘;m& with the Managership of N.A. Honey Ltd.

Mr P, A, Hillary, Auckland, was appointed in his stead and
petained the position by election.

Mr J. R, Butland was elected Chairi
The Board entered into a five year

man of the Board.
agreement from 1/10/35



with C, & E. Morton Lta for the
eyt § sy packing and sal of its honey.
o { e ’m. ':,:_ooauinAd in the mn’- Minute m!.

(7 Hoaamn, ook gver tne mmaking Desk. the honcy aseja’,had, purehasea
to 602,2:03::4‘2080 ogod:nod to 5/84 pcroi':,';:nighr:o::yw
packe »000 1bs, The price paid by Morton'
half the price paid by the Bo rer,

. e,y r{umcd.m to the liquidator, which

(2) The agents to advance to the Board as
mutually a
%:;l thnnﬂ 20%, nor more than 50% of the nth:togr:-::lmuon
ue the honey consigned to them interest to be 1%
£ te but not less than 5%

(3) Morton's to care for st
week charged to the a:-:::”' 0958 o Shomer M 2ov v "

(4) The Agents subject to the D
“",f::h‘. J © the Direction of the Board to arrange

(5) Discounts = nominal 10% to wholesalers,

(6) Commission (Agents) on bulk sales:
on honey sold at 52/- and above
2 .. " below 52/-,
the Imperial Bee pack 10%.

(7) Advertising allowance 3d per 1b increased later to 14 per 1b.

(8) The price of Imperial Bee pack 1 1b Jars to be reduced from
14/64d per dozen to 12/64 per dozen. $ G

The Board pmh-l?d the Imperial Bee Brand from the Liquidator
of the Honey Producers' Association for £6,000 the amount being
advanced by the Treasury, A levy of 4d per 1b on honey exported
was collected to repay the loan. (Some £1 »500 of this loan was
unpaid when Mr Butland's Board resigned).

A copy of the Agreement between the Crown, the Liquidator of
the Honey Producers' Association, the Honey Control Board, and
Mortons, covering this arrangement is in the Board's Iu.nuzo Book,

The taking over of the Honey Marketing Business in 1935 by
the Internal Marketing Division altered the Board's standing, as
future exports would be handled by the Division.

The reduction of the Board's status to that of an advisory
committee was not acceptable to its members and they forthwith
resigned., The Board's position was defined by a Regulation making
any reference to the Board in the Honey Export Control Act mean
“to the Minister of Marketing".

Under the new Order a new Board or Committee was appointed
the personnel being:-

Mr W, W, Nelson, Apiarist, Otoroh Gov Repr tative,
and Mr i, &, Penny, Apiarist, Okaiawa, and Mr L. ¢+ Robins, Apiarist,
Temuka, producers representatives.

This Committee is closely associated with the Internal
Marketing Division and keeps producers in touch with the marketing
side of their business.

dvances on Honey consigned to C. & E., Morton Ltd under
the nmc:oat were very much reduced to those previously ua;l:x:a
Mr Butland's Board made the advance to producers 14d per 1b
rate but only if applied for, and a further advance in July of the
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current year, if applied for, of 1d per 1lb pro rata, interest to

be charged on advances at bank rate. It was at the same time decided
to make guarterly progress payments, loans being deducted from these
payments.



B R,

The grading of honey for export was introduced by R
under the Apairies Act, on the 13/2/22., These um.{xo;fu-:::m
superceded by fresh regulations gazetted 9/6/28. The Authority
for the regulations was the Horticulture Division, Department of
A hutm‘hmd the regulations were administered by this
Division. en the Honey Control Board took absolute control of
honey exported to the United Kingdom, Ireland and the Continent
of lmz‘i the handling and grading of the honey bdcame its
responsibility and on the 13/3/34 an Order in Council was gaszetted
exempting the hon 80 controlled from the Horticulture Division
Regulations, The Board then issued its own grading regulations.
As there is a difference in the grade certificates issued under
the two regulations, honey shipped under the Boards Control had a
dirferent aox'tuiu{o to honey shipped to countries outside the
Boards control, these certificates being still issued by the
Horticulture Divhion. This matter requires attention when general
export is resumed with a view to making the certificates uniform.
The 1928 regulations, which still apply to honey outside the
Boards control, or, now, not shipped by the Internal Marketing
Division, should this in be permitted, differs from the 1922
regulations by the provisions in clause 6:-

No honey submitted to a grade store shall be graded:-
2 A ) Unless or until it is in a granulated form.
B ) Unless it is free from any flavour or odour generally
recognised as disagreeable.
(¢ ) If it is contaminated with Honey dew, or other foreign

material, or
( D) If at any time it has been fermented, or had its flavour
changed by overheating.

Provision was made in Clause 20 for grading honey in glass
Jars and 2 1b Tins, Honey was graded on points for its several
qualities as follows:-

Flavour 50 points.
Colour 10 -‘: :
Condition ABae,
Grain or Texture Ae Lhel
Greedom from froth and scum 10
The Grades were classified as followe:-

94 to 100 points.
A7o0 Sr4ne orade 8 o 934 v "
B or Good . 80 to 87

The honey was divided in five classes:~
Water white, white, 1light amber, mediun amber, and dark.
Export of honey grading below 90 points was prohibited.

1,420
The ort of honey with a .;puu'u g;:;t‘ym %;:l "u::x‘:u o

prohibited The ports for porting
'v:;c utnbluhzd were:-



louington, Lyttelton, Greymouth,
In 1935 the Honey Control Board iss gula
of the honey under its control pain. Y ANe

These were based on the Dopn-heni of Agriculture Regulations
but the following was a distinct alteration:

in so far as they applied,
Grade points for the several qualities:-

Flavour 40 Points.
Colour s g
Condition . ey
Grain - v
Freedonm from froth. . X

And the rejection from export of the following classes of
honey:=-

Honey-dew, Flax, Kiekie (or Astelia), extra strong Ducalyptus,
extra strong Ragwort, extra strong Manuka, extra strong Pennyroyal,
extra strong Heath, extra strong Kamahi,

An Officer of the Horticulture Division continued to grade
the Boards honey., With the issue of its Regulations the Board set
out a schedule of points to be awarded for certain degrees of
flavour such as "the mildest ragwort" 20 points etc. This led the
grader to write down most of the honey unwarrantably low causing
s diasntinractlontmd 02;?11.)?25;0:1 the Board and Honey Limited

A conference between the Divis: »
was helz and the basis of grading was revised and a regrading of
the honey still in store held;l :gn:;h ho'ev;r; 3“:;?:‘%::;52?:"
notably that of Mr Sage, and 0 sample: gy rg e g O
returned from London, he has since refused to subm
mdiﬁ; points for payment and form of certificate was also altered

in use.
bR g g reviously been made according to the class of
P.g.:ntgah:;sgan was not satisfuctory as border line honeys,
oo Oy e of the next class
were just on the border
:g:{digugg!;;y;e;ﬁ;: a puylient 1/24 less t.hng a lyx::x;z"onl“yp;g:;h:?
D e vas s dopted g0 thas tne gradations in payment would follow
&
g:‘“;.gzizmpm thi; l'xox;eil:;; 1eg:fiuu.nnt;ea as it was now the custom

Pointe for gra a
to melt and regranulate honey for p“kmg.thnt only reasonably

The purpese ef grading wes to snsem The pay out points

od quality pure honey would be exporteds o $he produser A
zz‘rdgd ey e ‘"“‘“f{" dengﬁltea;ﬁ:mrhe pay out pomt; a: d
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London agents
always made on sample., They do however, h°1P.n“.‘;le thom to offer

in sorting honey for packing and storage and

11“.7 of honey with confidence, that the line will be uniform in

to be blended and packe: in or ualit without reference to
d uniform quality

the honey used.



in selling honey on the United Kingdom market
8 the b t from -
Jamaica, This honey m-:m"' %}ﬁ ::\ntw.nu ' A
granulated in a\ BEvery had u“lﬂ»&
as compared with sample senting several cases.
The requirement in the grading tions that no honey with
a specific gravity less than 1+420 shall be exported deserves to
be noted., Mr Isaac first enunciated that honeys with a

specific gravity of 1°420 or over would not readily ferment under
reasonable storage conditions. Observance of this reguirement in
grading has kept the loss by fermentation to very small proportiens.
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been brought about by a variety of o R i
influences, the o
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the use of honey, 1Its own efforts were given .‘:owi::ma:;: ::l:l.g’::.tm
lmu y throuughout the Dominion and for a period spent up to £2 year
mmg a%:;ttg. '!hilp::zgzgnur: mt:nazed the press in publishing
oney . Press publicity in the form of cabl
market reports from London, reviews of legislation sueh a Sieie
Aet and Regulations, and Honey Export Control Act ana Ragal:t:ogu::;:
honey in the public mind, These reports resulted from the -cnvihu
of the Honey Producers' Association and the following Control Board
Letters in the press eriticising and replying to eriticisms of the ﬁou-d
also had their effect. Thus the first prineipal in advertising keep
the mame of your product before the publie, had full sway.  Propaniy
New Zealand has more news paper per population than any other country
and this free advertising must have had its effect,

It is interesting, t00, that during the last war prices
although there was no shortage of other f s, t.h: nh N:.p:?:o

of honey increased the demand, Honey gained in importance by its increased
price. Another important development in the promotion of honey
consumption occurred in 1922, At this time the Honey Producers Association
had not disposed of all its stocks in London accumulated after the war,
and it was necessary to expand local sales to the limit to relieve the
pressure, The Association therefore asked its members to themselves

sell locally as much honey as possible,

This decision was strongly opposed by Mr Bray who was at the time a
Director, as he said it would be the downfall of the Association., It was,
however, considered that this action of the Association would put its
members on an equal footing with those who had already broken away from
the Association and were exploiting the local market along with those
who had built up in honey production outside of the Association.

As a result of this decision Mr Bray resigned from the Direatorate.
The intention of the resolution was that members should press sales on
their local stores, but many of the members went much further afield in
theirsales effort and built up active opposition to their Association.
The move, howewer, had the undoubted effect of increasing the use of
honey, Every store throughout the Dominion was pressed to take honey
and in many cases counter and window displays were arranged. Also,
considerable house to house hawking was @lone so that sales pressure was
brought to bear on the individual as well as the trade, The Association
along with its press advertising ran window displays in the main centres,
distributed honey cooking recipes, circularised the medical fraternity,
and health camp organisers took every opportunity of advancing the use
of honey.

At the commencement of the organisation, honey was just honey, and
there :n little diserimination as to quality. In the progreutot d:x'-.dn"
when selling became organised and more intensive, the general stan S
of the packs increased in quality, Honeys pecul to certain loca ’
although different from the principal packs, sold in those looun:io:;
In Auckland at that time all the honey was more or less dark én e u:e
g2 doresly e Tove lp opleln, P, P, o seanh i
lighter honeys of today, but w. e

ter honeys came on the Auckland mar
:.u,ll.: :; g:::\’lot o ltlglhm Doligion was the lighter class of hono:l,'. :hn
dark honeys were gradually ousted from the prineipal selling cen .




Selling competition, too, induced producers to put their lightest
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Beek: packe ked direct froa their extracting tanks, so this
;-mu;i-uu te plant. There was nothing elsewhere to learn froa.

Canada had not yet coae into the honmey business and the U.S.A. and
Australia put out their honeys in a liguid fora, thereas the New Zealand
practice was to sell it granulated.

In due course it was felt that some improveament should be made and
when Mr W, J. Jordan was [ of the packing it was decided to
investigate other heating systeams which might be adapted to the heating
of honey., Mr Jordan and the writer undertook this and were impressed

built on the floor. Ag-hormmnpxpunmmmmmu
in such a way that the 1b tins would be on an e resting on the
pipes, through which water passed, from a ges heated water circulating
system. (Later electricity was used for heating).

The vat was designed for softening the honey, not for melting the
honey. The tins were laid with the lids ot.&‘op-u‘ downwards so that
eno!

of the vat sloped towards the down pipe in the centre so that if the
different classes of honey were iistriduted in the chamber, it would
blend as it travelled and no mixing was required. Also, as the honey
did not melt right out no starter was needed, and the honey afterwards
always remained soft., Froth, however, was impriséned in the honey and
Af subject to heat -a’h a shop -mSw. it would rise to the surface,
making the mh .

For dealing with the honey in this way, this method was fairly
satisfactory and is the method still used in the London Depot. Flacing
the honey into the vats was, however, rather a heavy Job. The method
in use could not be made to reduce the grain of the honey very much
and as demand grew for & smooth honey, there was no alternative but to
melt the honey right out and regranulate. To do this, the tins were
put in the vats right side up and left there until teds This took
much 1 and the most that could be turned out in a week was five tons
and about 3 tons in winter, Another chamber was made heated dy electrie
elements, It was inconvenient to work and difficult to effectively
distribute the heat and all chanbers had the serious dissdvantage of all
honey being subject to heatuntil the last bit was melted. A year
the I.M.D. took over the business an entirely now aystem of melting was
devised and this is now in operation.
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Where packages mus hand
in a loss apart ﬁh: :.lo::c:.o‘r‘ ::3 m«:uuu —y iy -
the writer asked the London agents if there m‘;w':::hgom et
£illing ’:Mk’.m' to be had for
would not work, On inspection it was obvious

machine would do the Job, two fect 2 inches ru:::: ::?:&:ﬁ:n to
the tank would make it impossible. The makers of the machine did not

seem very interested and nothing else was on offer so when visiting the
German New Zealand Honey Company in Wiesbaden enquiries were made and a
hand filling machine was readily forthcoming, Four of these were obtained
and were used up to the period when the plant was reconstructed, Enquiries
were then made through the High Commissioner's office for the addresses

of filling machine makers, The office communicated with various firms

in the United Kingdom and America and had catalogues forwarded, None of
the maghines offering, however, seemed very suited to the job and the
Brrokfield Engineering Company were commissioned to make a mechanised
giller similar to the German make, but filling two pounds instead of one
pound with a single stroke, These fillers were made and installed and
have proved very satisfactory.

BLENDING FOR PACKING :
This also went through a period of development, It was considered
at one time that an expert knowledge of honey was required for this,
In making up a blend the honeys were examined and the number of tins
each flavour and colour required to make up & blend decided upon. With
the best care results were not as uniform as could be wished, A development
was to make up a small sample blend each small part of the sample represent-
a 60 1b tin, This sample was then checked with a standard sample.
This was fairly fool-proof but was somewhat tedious. Then the method of
working from grade certificates was devised and also the method of
caleculating the number of tins of a particular grade to be used. This
has proved expeditious and satisfactory so that given a correct grading
honeys can be blended direct from certificates and no inspection of the
honeys themselves is needed.

STORAGE OF HONEY:

With the best of care there is always a liability for some honeys
to ferment in ordinary storage. Few 60 lb tins are actually air-tight
and breath with changing temperatures, Honey being hygroscopic,
attracting moisture to itself perhaps up to 30%, this breathing will

ve rise to conditions suitable for fermentation in an atmosphere over
humidity, the likelihood increasing with increasing humidity. The
latest provision by the I.M.D. for cool storage has largely solved this
difficulty and prolonged storage is not now a cause for concern and
repeated examinations,.

DEFLAVOURING AND DECOLOURISING HONEY:
The Cawthron Institute, which has a bequest from the late Mr Isaac
Hopkins to be used for investigation work in matters affecting the honey

industry, was requested to investigate the practicability of removing
colour and strong flavour from honeys which suffered from those gualities.

To this end the National Beekeepers Association, N.Z. Honey Ltd and
the Honey Control Board contributed £10 each towards purchasing a pressure
filter for the purpose. A young scientist, Md Thomson, was put in charge
and the work was carried out in N.Z. Honey Limited's premises, It was
demonstrated that the colour and flavour could be entirely removed. The
product was to all appearances a white honey but so far as aroma and
flavour was concerned could not be classed as such.

To trate its c¢ial possibilities 5 tons of Tea Tree honey
was sent to the sugar of milk works at kdendale, the only plant available
for this purpose, and there treated.
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Mr Winter of the Horticulture Division undertook to be present
suring the work and if at any time the matter is up for rer.gmn no
doubt the Horticulture Division could supply his report.

Apart from the cost of treatment, the long freights made the cost
of treatment at Edendale uneconomical, To test the value of the proeuct
it was sent to London but no special outlet could be found for it other
than blending it into the pack,

The pressure filter was recently returned to the Cawthron Institute
at the request of the Research Department.



IHE EXPORT MARKET

5.135131:::1:11“ g the Hone,
N on the formati the &
557000 1a Toning 1o Te nutt:;: :g :hgommittae to work wng the lirx'&sttry

ility to b
Ry rodinars icassition ane Lo S0t (ntio0 TnLiSh it e
tter in hand and th
went to the Acsociation's Agents vhg = 203 st
made no sales to Wei
to nmr:{edlpaekers. The honey exported outside the A-aozﬁttz:d':? y
aa?ura vely little and before the Association only some isolated
::t’;:::z:; The regular export of honey began with the Association
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The U.S.A's internal marketing was absorbing all its production.

The prinecipal exports came from the Britieh West Indies, Cuba Chile,
and smaller lots from numerous other countries.

Production in the United Kingdom was at a very low ebb due to the
outbreak of Isle of Wight disease in 1904 and which during the next few
years killed off nearly all the bees in Britain., Imports for the year
1928, the only year's figures I have for reference, give a total of
3548 tons in which year the U.S.A. accounted for 900 tons, so that imports
in the year 1915 must have been much less. It was apparent that the
demand for honey in the United Kingdom was very small indeed compared
with the population. In 1927 the Empire Marketing Board's offer to
investigate the incidence of the sales of honey was accepted and their
computation was that the consumption of honey in the United Kingdom
a mounted to 4 oz. per head of population. This . formation was not
available in 1915 when the H.P.A. commenced exporting, but it was only
natural that New Zealand should 1iik for a market mf for its surplus
honey in Britain. In any case, there was no other possible market.

It is a want of knowledge Of this small use of honey in the United
Kingdom that has S0 much mi derstanding with regard to our
export marketing and many producers jJust blankly wondered why the difficulty
in selling such a small quantity of honey among so large a population,
while others pointedly attributed it to iad management., Accustomed as
they were to butter in any wantity being readily sold at cobled quotations,
they xm expected the same to apply to honey. Owing to the varying quantity
of honey there was no standard price and a cabled price Sor honey did
not necessarily mean that that was the price at which your honey would
sell., There was, of course, a price beyond which a buyer would not go.
For instance, one quotation was as follows:-

New Zealand eoe  eoe 52/= :: 28/—

dai “es  ene > o
i IRl U/6 to 52/6
Jamaican San) oW . 45/~ to 50/~
Cuban see wes 40/~ to 50/~

11
Honey could be nothing else than a small trade article with a
its nrugim in quality and price and one must conclude that 1: was
a sound policy to try to standardise the quality of New Zealand honey
offered on the English Market.

in

The Honey Producers Association broke new ground not only
lundarduingyits quality through its peck, but it also br:ught ﬁg:-::lr::;g
honey to be the standard pack, so that practically all packs go

the trade took this form.
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n were under a ement no
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This was in the war years, Honey was controlled and was in demand
as a sweet stuff and gave opportunity for speculation. Lines were sold
and resold several times befor: reaching the legitimate trade, Prices
were forced up until in 1518 bulk of inferior quality reached 108/~ cwt.
All sorts of honey was bought up in Ausirslia and sold at approximate
prices, Tew Zealand, however, did not participate in the 1913 prices as
no shipping could be obtained, The Dunedin Director of the Association
daia to meke an arrangement for a ship to take six tons but this
caused considerable trouble as the arrangement was considered contrary
to the shipping regulations,

There was one possibility of getting honey away; that was as broken
stowage and might have been arranged with the stevedors who had the right
to say what they would take as broken stowage., Honey was much more
difficult to use as broken stowage than tinned ~c-bit, etc., and required
some special condideration. The then Manager of the Company, however,
thought this procedure was not quite correct and put his application
through the shipping committee which elosed this avenue for any skip-
ments.

In the meantime, in a Committee of three had been set up to
go into the matter of controlling honey. The Manager of the B, & D,
was one of the Committee, which delayed action sc long that the Armistice
came before anything was done.

With the freeing of shipping after the Armistice, the accu ulated
honey was shipped and shortly afterwards the Bristol and Dominions
Association went into liguidation, This cut the Assoclation connection
with the United Kingdom and in 1920 there was no general demand for honey
there, the nishandling of honey over the war p riod having left a legacy
of bad repute for the honey business.

£ 1920 season's honey by the Assoclaticn to B buyer in
San ;:n:;.t:oom:lgthe sending to Lond:n of its Auditor, Mr Spinley, is
referred to in the section dealing with the Honey Produo?re Association.
Messrs. G. Mills & Co., who accepted the Honey Producers Association art
Agency and later were appointed agents for the Honey Control Board, We
well known in New Zealand as they werc large impor
which they hindled mostly on consignment. These cons ok
by them direct to the trnx nn%-f.n:.m br:k:;nir §o ‘l:ang:‘:o :mz
they Home de rtment manage . W, .
de; “":‘n:a othez’:enup:mel, one with the biggest turnover being

Danish pressed ham.

Mr Castle put much energy into the h,ny business and soon had an

Mr T. B, Clark, a
extensive distribution of the Association's pack. tive on
Government representative
Director of the Association and later nh:e e * %524 and reported

trol Board, was in L.ndon on priva
e {r operatins.

ignments were sold

ters of butter and cheese,
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Street, When in London in 192‘7’:121:': Nills & co’: oftien 1. Jepot was

- eost of distribut Donal.

1.' vhi:i-:‘;pmitn_ the interests of Aastn;i::nh:::: ::d.::l utib:hu |
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area of 25 miles, 1 had also inspected the slomno

onomic area and was served by a canal, Several
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depot not being able to pack up to requirements, Homey in the United Kin
and on the Continent is a seasonal demand, pu-ucularlg 80 in some pg..z..g“"
where no honey is sold in summer, The winter of 1928 was a record cold one,
boosting the sales of honey far beyond =nticipations., The depot could not
pack to requirements, Unprecedented orders came from Denmarkx which could
not be filled from the depot, At this time a German New Zealand H
Company was operating in Wiesbaden and ar ts were aade for them to
rcx for the Danish orders. The honey was packed and despatched but before

t arrived in Denmark the approaches to the porte had frozen over and
shipping was held up. The winter season was thus lost and the Danish people
cancelled their orders and 4,000 cases of packed honey had to be returned to

.

On a subsequent visit to London in 1930, I was taken to some stores
whose orders had not been filled in 1928 and who had refused to again buy
"Imperial Bee" honey. Their attitude was that there must heve been some
honey and they did not get any, Perhaps an oversight,

After this the depot was established in larger premises at Bankside
at the south end of Southwarkbridge, The depot was actually the property
of the Association, it paying the rent and all wages., Supervision was
Mills ' Co's concern as agents,.

The task of establishing the Imperial Bee pack on the Unitei Kingdonm
market was not only one of obtaining some of the trade offering. This
provided only a small outlet, The consumption of i1b per head previously
mentioned was not all domestic consumption; A large portion was used for
manufacturing by chemists, confectione: s and others, To absorb increasing
surplus it was {o xpand ption. Also prices of other bulk
honey on the market would give too low a return to the New Zealand producers.
It was necessary, therefore, to Supply a special quality and buug up ;“
price for that guality that would return the producers a margin of profit,
To do this, propagande was necessary. The use of the daily press to ;n: 4
extent was too costly for the money available, Family journals, a:d ::u
papers coincident with window displays when these coulc be arranged ga
S T hios to Seall omtmier seants. The Hich Commissione:
rin‘::‘g.th?::md ':I‘W-“ available for various exports in succession

British Industries
and good use was made of this, Exhibitions such as ma“” L Dester) fana

ed, Space was generally taken for Meat, Ch
l':g";::l:.d u':. A £ilm was also made, teken in New im::d part
in the United Kingdom. I believe Mr Winter has the reanan

of a
cou system entitling the holder
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were returned from as far afield as dalaya and Siam.
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‘As & matter of fact, I fomnd in 1927 tne hone
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distridution than sny other New Zealand product. Butm’-:dl:-mx“
m“mmmmm.ﬂue\rw. Only one shop in

had also used its connection with the Continent to introd Imper: :
into various Continental countries. In 1527 the pack n-“::tmu:-nd -
in Denmark and Sweden and fairly extensively in Gersany. In the latter
country our agents had entered into an arr with A, Eseh at
Wiesbaden to supp.y aia with buls toney which be was to pack and distribdbute

honey, Dulk honeys of the right quality were shipped and towed up the
Rhine in bugesh:umu up the Rhine being very low - the equivalent
hsd an efficient but saall packing plant and
turned out a pack comparative with the best on the market., In 1927 I was
taken by the Principal of the Germany Company through the Black Forrest
(the Swartswald) and as far south as Preyberg and saw Imperial Bee in
sany shops. Naturally, New Zealand honey appearing in these countries
created hostilities with the local beekeepers, the same as it did in

honey brough

in its publicity had stated that "New Zealand honey was the best in the
world; that it was packed under s ion, and that German
honey was mostly adulterated". The case came before the Court, the
Coapany securing a notable success, It was too much to expect that the
reference to Germany honey could be let stand, so the Court decided that
isolated cases of adulterstion could not dbe (inn a gemeral application,
but it was decided that the claim was justified that it was “the best in
the world" as it brought the highest price in Britain against all other
honeys, and the claim that it was packed under Government supervision
was justified in that it was graded by the Government and accogpanied by
a Governaent certificate.

Denmarx Isperial Bee pack practically supplied all domestic

mzx:oquma.mt met by local g:dmuu. n:{e there in 1927 I

saw cases being loaded in a boat Greenland.
umcnumtc-wuum-pmmm.mmr

Business
930, on many sho stocking Imperial Bee Honey in
Holis hn:u . “nlxln:drmnd it u:nn established in Sweden. On the

Holland Norway
d rather spread h
occassion of my visit ot Holland the local agent ha nn,pumw

several had window and counter eviden promo
:I.: agent for my benefit. mhn% ::: not n', nhp.::::r:q:::’\::.
e 4% (Heather) Honey, which was mostly the honey
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made an accusation that the Imperial Bee hon’.:g n-‘:;n;:.::::o:t "-f-'i:'

agents in Oslo took this to Court and supported by a local analysis of

the honey, the accusation had to be withdrawn,

The extent to which New Zealand honey was xnown on the ¢ inen

humorously exemplified by a letter received by the Honey Coa:::: lu:d'“

from !muadé. which application was made for an agency for Finland,

Tad 2 Spancal, souniny. hie pmanTi Y, iner the” Laoradeion thae e Sediane
country. gone .o e of writ the lat

Spanish - bad Spanish, - -

The Imperial Bee brand was registered in all the countries mentioned
as well as in Austria, Cszechoslovakia and Belgiuam,

Copy of a report covering the sctivities of my visit to the United
Kingdom in 1927 is in the Honey Control Board's Minute Book duted 20/1/27.

Events since then have given me no reason to alter the opinions
expressed in that report and it would be superfluous to rewrite here
what has been written there., The Progress of the London Agency continued
satisfactorily until a large accumulation of stocks resulted from the
excessive exports in 1928 and 1929, The crisis thereby brought about
and the changeover of the Agency to Messrs C. & E. Morton Ltd has been
covered in the section on the Honey Producers Association,

I wish just here to explain why the Agency was changed without
periog of nem being given to the Agents. Barly in the relations between
the Association and Messrs Mills & Co. an agency agreement was drawn g;
Messrs Mills & Co., however, laid down, and it was agreed, that if either
was muunl‘icd no agreement could make the position nu:r:cut:ry
0 either and it was better for the agency to terminate. Ae
on this principle the agency was terminated forthwith,

‘ tland

As mentioned in the account of the Association, Mr J. i. Buc o)

to London to arrange a settlement with Messrs C. .
:;t:’;::dv::h.;cam to the Association's debts and the future carrying

on of the agency on aceount of the Board.

tland came ttlement with Mortons accepted only
in m::lo and an l::y'grh ;1:.:11- for the sale of Morton's products
in gv Zealand

honey Ltd
both to the Board and N.Z. Honey
nm"n ‘:;;“wum“um mmumuuubu-qu:ﬁsg
s'umm in A\ﬂtrd.gl to 8 t the ?untny it ':u ;“, A
At the same time Messrs Butland (Pty.) Ltd uus Po Lot i
uiy for the use of N.Z. Honey Ltd in New Zealand. A3 N.m-'m
3:: to Australia to make the purchases, The Board ‘r::dou gy i
had its honey first shipped to Auckland where it arr yod s pub{mity
condition. The mess in the wharf uon::grt:h:;l“ o et e
and subsequent explanations of the purp
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Before closing the acco
the United Kingdom and Europe, I 3‘::,,“{0‘::;?:":’ Marketing business in

0 th
:zn :nosﬁ Commissioner's office in promoting the Jxﬁ'ﬁfx‘&“%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ“ i
g u:.“m my vl::‘tu:n 1927, :11; Janes Parr, and in 13930,
New Zealand honey. Every request w::.::g:geu::l?p“t“ R g
tak
appointments were made by the Office, giving me nnyuppr:ch“t:nthzl%xe:a
of firms that otherwise would not have been possible., As an instance of
prompt action, I mentioned to Sir James that a poster on display at
Charing Cross had every other New Zealand product on it except honey.
These posters were put out by the Empire Marketing Board, Calling up \
the Acting Publicity Officer, he foreibly told him to "shake up the
tl:::aﬁ:a Board and see that they put Honey on their posters", which !
.

Mr Wilfred was wqually helpful, He asked me to give him the dope
and he would put it acfoss, This was amusingly illustrated at a farewell
dinner on the occasion of Lord Bledisloe's leaving to take up his
appointment as Governor of New Zealand, I was sitting at a table along
with Mr Mills, Manager of the Bank of New Zealand, Mr Crab (?) of the
High Commissioner's office, and Dr Burdett and ladies, Dr Burdett asked
what my interests were and when I sald "Honey!" without exception they
all smiled at such a poor thing and continued to smile until Mr Wilfred
arose to propose the toast of New Zealand, Liiking straight at our table
he commenced "New Aealand exvox-ta to this country the finest honey in
the World". The smiles didn't fade, they went out., I am sure Mills would
have given me an overdraft if I had gone to his bank next day.

Mr W, J, Jordan, the present High Commissioner will also, no doubt,
owing to his previous assiciation with honey, take a keen interest in
its welfare, All this time there were continuous efforts to
make sales of New Zealand honey in countries outside the Board's control.
When Mortons took over the Agency their overseas business, which was

their whole business, gave them the opportunity of placing honey
with their other goods. Small parcels of "Imperial Bee" went to many
laces, even the U.S.A., the largest honey producer in the world, with
e exception of Russia, Mortons continued to forward the Indian business

which the previous Agents had established.

writer, when returning to N.Z. in 1927, was not successful in
opmﬁ. lpncie‘ in the Dutch East Indies, there being no demand, ;uc g
an agency wae arranged in Colombo and operated from New zellml:.m.eguh
shipments went to Malaya where the Association had an agency -~
8ingapore Cold Storage Company., Repeated efforts were made to px-on‘
business in China and Hong Kong, the only result being a few cases fo.
Shanghai occasionally. Japan was also tried out. On the ::ou:;:x; :ho
visit of two representatives of the Japanese press enqutilx:‘ 5;. ol
possibilities of reciprocal trade, I got in touch with the Jap:

ice., They did not know
and he brought them ::dtxlu':{f“ %o a Dr Takuda, head of some

Consul
:::::u‘h:huh I'd::t The ;-pl.y was to the effect that hone{ was lﬁuo
used there, that they themselves had a gnuu production a rngi' B o
excess of {holr requirements, and that only imports were a
m“.. regulations
1d of sales was barred by its
proh “mAg:‘- e - 3' l.w*:ol; §::l any country which had blo‘('l:l;:::l.
pldlnu‘kmu ts from the Association, motramo;m.
lk,nw. but the exports to any of these countried outside o
Auoehhon were so small as to be negligible.
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I have brought this short history of h
‘tw when the Internal Marketing D et~ T B th-nm
will be recorded in the I.M.D. £1leq " prero’k OVePs Events from

. There 1is, however, a matt.
connection with the London negotiations wity s g4t Dok e
Minist
requiring some explanation, In a Fruit salees Division ::p:f-:'ggﬂthn

above connection, and in the claim for a premium on the
rice fi.

:’:: N.Z. Honoy} {han is revealed an objection by the Cogmutu ::‘denu
sy ers of Honey appointed to work with the Ministry, to New Zealand
obtaining a premium, Some of the names on this Committee were familiar
to me. These pagkers in the past were anxious to obtain N.Z. Honey on
account of its position. There were grave objections to supplying them
‘L:. :;:. :: the poliecy that all honey labelled New Zealand should be

.

At the request of the West Indian Committee, I met them in meeting,
This was an august body with prominent personages on it, Its functions
were to liik after the interests of West India in London. They were
dissatisfied with the way their honey was being handled, Jamacian honcy
had been exported to London for many years and its position was so
established that it was still taken in when other imports of honey were
stopped. Following this meeting, by special arrangement, I met the
Secretary, and discussed the handling of honey by packers, He produced
a label "packed from Jamacian, Canadian and other British honeys" ,
"Yes", he said, "probably one of the British and 20 of foreign" = or
to that effect.

New Zealand packs were not solely confined to "Iuperial Bee", but
approved qualities were supplied to reliable people such as Geddes % Son
of Bristol, who put up a high class pack of New Zealand honey, they having
a contract to pack and supply only New Zealand, which they bought at
prices fixed by the agents, and Knights of Kensington. Other packs were
put up at the depot under proprictary labels., Where a proprietary pack
was put up different from the standard pack and sold at a lower price
New Zealand did not appear on it, These particular packers could not
obtain New Zealand honey and were naturally not very friendly.

One further matter should, perhape, be recorded, In an effort to
f£ind a market for Tea Tree honey, which is comparative to heather except
in aroma and flavour, the agents tried out a pack of Tea Tree but with
no success, naturally, as the heather honey trade is largely a tourist
one peculiar to Scotland,

Whether or not the policy in Export Marketing outlined in the fore-
going will have any application to econditions after the war remains to
be seen.

The attitude in Britain and America in not including in any way
honey in the Army diet does not augur development in the use of honey
in the post-war period., At the best, the stoppage of imports into the
United Kingdom has prevented the mishandling of honey that occurred
during vhe last war,

There is no likelihood that there will be any substantial market for
than the United Kingdom and there is a poesibility

mtzg}.%m'ﬂ?gc more crowded thlnmgofon. Methods of marketing
honey will net have changed so muck but that New Zealand will be able to
benefit from past sales and will to a considerable extent be able to take
up where she left off. I am convinced that the policy followed in the
past was sound within the limits that were imposed by hav. to finance
pay e to p by made by the agents, Work through
one distributor vwas desirable while initiating and expanding the business
and would still be desirable if the packing and distribution is not
under direct control. But this alternative should be considered.




honey business run N lmm would
;1:0:- t:ﬁnn u:d :ongd h:ve :;n.sl to all u-ub,ut rnt.rmnu.
shmen a de w 4,
supplied were reasonably 03::.1:. b ceaded b K oo

Pressure on export could be relieved by boosting sales in New Zealand,
I am assuming that after the war sales will largely revert to the afuretinme
scale. From that point there is a good possibility of increasing
consumption by suitable publicity and presenting honey in the right way.

The ideal marketing in New Zealand would be for the Beekeeper to
supply his own local store and the central organisation the main centres.
With this, some standardisation of guality all round should be aimed at
and the label mede to indicate in some way the guality of honey packed.
There is no use in advertising honey unless you can tell the public vhat
sort of honey it is. There are too many kinds.

As soon as it is possible the Gift Parcel Scheme should again be
taken up. This was valuable for introducing honey to the people in
Britain and provided a ready means for New Zealand people to send a
valued gift to their friends abroad.



