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iN 4THE__MARKETINGOF HONEY bia

ee

The commencement and development of the commercial ma (9of honey was largely the work of the New Zealand Co-teueaties=

iHoney Producers Association, and as the records of this Associat- 3ion have been destroyed the following account of the marketing of ihoney is largely drawn from memory: a!

/About this time increase in beekee ha
ahead of local consumption. Prices aaane oanonionvereairescult. While the total production was much below that of the |
present time, so also was the use of honey. There was no organi-sation of beekeepers for marketing honey and no regular export to
remove surpluses from the local market, A few of the bigger bee-
keepers had made shipments to London; two shipments, by the writer,of highest grade honey netted approxiamately 4d per pound,

The two areas most affected were Canterbury and Taranaki, which
were the largest producing districts in those days.

In 1913 steps were taken in Canterbury by the local Beekeepers
Association, the National Beekeepers Association not yet having
developed, to form a Co-operative Association for the purpose of
exporting its members surplus honey.

In the meantime something was done in Taranaki. Mr H. W. Gilling
of Hawera had developed a small packing business, and with local i

producers, formed this into a co-operative company. One of its jfirst actions was to purchase for its members the bees of Mr W. Lenz
of Masterton, who was at that time the largest beekeeper in the |
Dominion, This gave an additional boost to beekeeping in

aw: it
THE NZ. CO-OPERATIVE HONEY PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION (the H.P.A.):= 1)

I

An approach by this nucleus association to the beekeepers through- }
out the Dominion induced practically the whole of those commercially
interested in production to join up.

The Company had no capital to commence with, share capital being
subseribed by deductions from payments for honey supplied.

Members were expected to supply the whole of their honey and this

was loyally observed for a considerable period.
Payments to members were financed by bank overdraft secured by a

joint and several guarantee for £8,000 by the Directors and by
advances on honey shipped to the Company's British agents.

Seven Directors were appointed, the writer replacing one who

refused to accept appointment.
Mr Gilling was appointed Managing Director and acted as Chairman

until the first meeting in Hawera, following the initial meeting
held in Wellington, when the writer was appointed Chairman of Directors,

The Company started operations in 1914, entering into an arrange-

ment with the Bristol and Dominion Association Coy., a new Company
who were establishing in Bristol, to act as its agents for the United

ingdon,

The policywas adopted to sell as much of our honey as possible
in retail packages. Exports were made in 1915, 16 and 17, but in

:4918 the reduced shipping owing to the war made it impossible to ge

any honey away and that seasons crop was still on the asséciations
.

hands when the war ceased. The ceasation of the war put the Bristo

and Dominion Coy. into difficulties and it went into ere at
still holding considerable stocks of association honey. The Assoc

tion then was in the position that the English arrangement had coll-

oan they had two seasons honey on hand, and the English pon alae
honey was for the time being hopeless owing to the high prices an

arket during the war, stocks
oor quality of the honey put on that m

i
tailers at prices around 3/6 a pound.of which were still held by re Dp

:
A buyer, however, was found in San Francisco, “eooes S Gea

°

not yet having receded. The price paid was a aoe as is aon aes
ger ngParpment gel p

Aoi
eominar- Pn weon theclaim that the

lent of 6d a pound and the buyers repudiate
rable negotations the

honey was not up to sample. After eee on tient ae aka ins ee
Association decided it was not strong

agreed to take back all the honey still in good condition at 7d per

pound C.I.F. While there was no monetary loss in this, the association

had now a large accumulation of honey
*? dispose of.



the liquidators of the Bristol & Dominion Coy
y

ai = recourse on
=

per1b,claimingthat a largequantityofthehoneyceesentes® 4
small lots only could have

Ef

lishing—Teasbosieeettanrene = for re-estab
;

sent to London, be
United K the Company's Auditor was

of agreement in that they had sola
—

honey outsi
« Finally, a compromise was reached, both pantheswigherenine:

far as possible and eapackine depot was set eke —.

ef London Bridge and about ten minutes walk <oetMikkoa celeehounately the Associations representative held up the sale of
ben

in bulk until the packing depot was operating. This resultedin =
accumulation of three years exports, and it was not until after the.writer took over the management of the association in 192k that a
clearance was affected, and the real financial position of the company
was ascertained. Honey being a seasonable crop it was necessary for
the Association to be of use to the beekeepers to make its advances
to suppliers eas high as possible; practically to the selling value

P|

ef the honey. This left no margin for writing down stock values of +

honey carried over till the next season. An analysis of the position
ef

in 1924, when previous seasons stocks were cleared, showed that had

the you ee been en een erp had 1922 seasons stocks {

earr over been subsequent real i

aes a -
iq izations the company

Some £4,000 surplus made a recovery the following year and in 1924
the Associations debt was £16,000 showing only a small book margin in

assets. This debt was due to Mills & Co., and an arrangement was made

to pay off a portion not less than £1,000 each year. A grant of £9,000
from the Government was obtained om cccount of advertising, it being
shown that the publicity given to N.Z. Homey not only by advertising
but by the distribution of the honey in retail packages, which were

placed on the tables not only throughout the United Kingdom and
,

Ireland, but over a large part of the continent gave extensive Ly
publicity to the Dominion and created a demand for other Dominion it

roduce.
With this help by 1939 the Associations debt would have been re-

duced to £2,000, but a further loss of £6,936 was made on 1928 seasons)

honey. The association at this stage had made quite a good recovery

financially but the local affairs of the Association were not so good.

In the earlier period of the Association members loyally adhered

to their undertaking not to compete with their association. The work

ef the Association in taking surplus honey off the market and making

a high price level for local sales, by its high advances, and by the

prices of its own pack combined with the Apiaries Act controlling

disease brought a lot of new beekeepers into the business of honey i

production.
;

Many of these elected to remain outside the association, and by “4
so doing received better returns on the local market than association

members could from both local and export after paying association ex-

penses, This tempted members of the Association to also participate
in local retail sales until by 1959 members only used the association

for the disposal of their honey when it suited them. The Associations

sales suffered from loss of the higher return from the local market,

and were more andmoredependentonthe exportmarket with its lower

returns. This made the Associations position very difficult. Those
were demanding the maximum advances, which were

11 hopeof building up any reserve
a arop in prices overseas.

-” a of the eeeeinhianup till 1938 averaged approximately

500 Tonsa yearfluctuatingfromyearto years
In 1925the export

Tons

~~oe and 4929however, were record production years and the amount

for export in 1928was over 1,000 Tons and in 1929 over 4,100 Tons,

ee

en
eee
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Soon after Cc. a xz, Morton's tak overthe sl became excentuated ang prices of peneened,“32ae
The advertising allowance wt eeethat tine S@ conditions,3 oat Was 1/24oney SS. Mortons brought forward the followingerentThe advertising allocation at. tee +

that date had been overs t :£5,800,e

Spend another £2,500 making the amountoverseact© price of packed honey be increase d by 64this Se added to the already 1/2 allocatyonbe ureaandSabure

amount.
The intensity of the Slump and its contin

>
Seen, and stocks did not move as quicklyasexpected’ao© agreement with regard to expenditure was not adhered to by

.

(Geepeattiennt co a on taxdonon

tetMortonSepteaber7th 1952.)
*C.5. minutebook, letter to Ce. &k,

er 1931 the excessive stocks in Lond

Gietineor eeEines— Associations affairs to swan. jetors of the Association and trolBoard was held on December 6th 1931.
we Peney See

| ae sesers= aeeeReBinatebooks 16/42/31.)
e cussions at this meet it was 4dthat the association go into Liquidation and urs, Re penaGovernment Representative of the Control Board be appointed to goto London with a view to arranging matters with Messrs C, & E.Morton Ltd, who were the Associations only creditors, An arrangement.accepted in principal by Mortons, was made, which, after the Board:ing the Imperial Bee Brand for £6,000, left only a smalldeficit on the figures produced. Stock realizations did not bearout the figures agreed and considerable hardship was caused Suppliersand shareholders by extensive calling up of unpaid share moneyrecourse.

NaZ,HONEYLID,
The affect of the cessation of the H.P..'s removal of surplusfrom the Local market and the stabilising effect of its advances

on Local market prices had immediate effect in disruption of local
prices. As examples a packer was offered 10 Tons of 92 point honey
at2} lb; 2 1b lithographed tins of 96 point honey were being sold
at 10/6a Doz., and a large producer canvassed a portion of the
North Island with 2 lb Tins at 9/@ Doz. The position was such that,
notwithstanding their liabilities in the winding up of the H.°.A.
most of the larger producers got together and formed a new Association,
N.8 Honey Ltd.,

Steps were taken to safe-guard as far as possible against the
weaknesses of the previous associations.Members were bound by the
articles of Association, and contracts signed by them to supply
definite proportions of their crops and sell at not less than the
Associations listed prices. They also undertook to affix seals

valued at 1/2d per lb purchased from the Association to all honey
packed and sold by themselves. Three Acts of Parliament, the
Restraint of Trades Act, The Trades Union Act and, I think the

ti-trust Act, had to be taken into consideration when framing the
articles, This made them very complicated and left some doubt as

to whether or not they could be enforced legally. When, therefore,
some members elected not to keep their agreements little could be

done about it. It was soon realized that weaknesses were developing
previ Association, and with a view to getting a moreante Ta

ao Governmentwas a perenenesfor assistance.
rnmenPEELSESETRowevarsareal tng ebene Gove

came into office that anything was done about it, and in 1938 the



_

recently formed Internal Marketing Division took over the Company's
business, and plant at valuation. New Zealand Honey Ltd, wound up

paying back all share capital and 6d per pound p.r. on all honey
supplied in the last year of its operations,



In November, 1924, the Hone y Export C

oa. = exports of honey to be Pogeiethasinciamtetienon -

lo gh fe.Pe pessanehaving a similar purposeaheuhahet have
oe wee oe their make ups The word "control" gives rise

3 a
gonism, particularly in the United Kingdom. “The Regula

ports Act" would have been much better,
: . an

THEHONEYCONTROLBOARD I

|
|
}

The purpose of the Act was to enable the poli cy a

repardto navketinghoneyintheUnitedCincdosto’be oatriedout.which in the whole of the predabdeeeith
Sas

ares ateentaee

and this, therefore, had to be recognised as Poca be! ke?
general approval. This policy was to so control the distribution
ef honey that the consumer would get to know New Zealand honey as

¢ honey of a uniform high grade quality. The market for New Zealand
oney was built upon these lines by the Honey Producers' Association

There were, however, a few who exported outside the Association their
exports amounting to peri.aps 2 to 5 per cent of the total exports,
On the strength of the favourable market being created by the policy
followed, these outside lines were readily taken up by packers who
did not have access to H.P.A. supplies and were packed and put out
as New Zealand honey, irrespective of quality.

The matter came to a head when the High Commissioner's
advised that N.Z. Honey of inferior quality was being put ca tte
market in London and it would have a serious effect on the reputation
of our product as a whole, It was only a small line, but sale
of honey in the United Kingdom is a small line business. This honey
was Westland Bireh (Kamahi) honey and was packed and sold not onl

in London, but in Denmark, where the Honey Producers’ Association's

brand had practically all the business not supplied by local product-
ion. It was sold at a lower price than the H.P.A. pack the prices
of which had, in Denmark, to be reduced accordingly.

The matter was taken up with the Government and the Honey Export
Control Act was passed.

This act provided for its administration by a Board, one member

to be appointed as representative of the Government and two appointed on

selection by producers who had exported two hundred weight of honey in

the three prededing years. The Act came into force only after a poll

of producers who had the above qualification, and was subject to a

majority vote.

The first members appointed were: -

Mr T,. E. Clark, Hobsonville, Auckland - Government Representative.

Mr R. Gibb of Edendale, Southland and
.

Mr J. Rentoul, Cheviot, Canterbury - Producers’ Representatives.

The two latter were re-elected by producers until the death of Mr Gibb

and the resignation of Mr Rentoul.

As the records contain some disparaging criticisms as to their

business qualifications for this position, a personal note as to

their standing when appointed is necessary.

Mr Clark was at that time Managing Director and had a controlling

interest in the Hobsonville Brick & Tile Company. He had established

extensive apiaries around the Hobsonville - Helensville area.

Mr Gibb had served a term as Apiar

Agriculture Instructor and at the time

successful farmer and apiarist.

y Instructor and Schools

of his appointment was a
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Mr Rentoul had a chemist b
wstablished two bus

Por

the eee? having previous
Western Australia, rayrelaeethe firm of Parry & Co. 2
done some export business in pnadestablisnedapiaries and had

The objective of the Board was to

ites set up was not sold indiecrininatelyte ae ae

a. cee aiaaentTherefore, only limited control was takeThisgontrel vequired that911honeyexportedto the United Finghes
this firm being appointed as they werehapekinsgee Pg t
= HeapteeeOenehte eee A levy of 1/64 per lb was wake
ineveuneat eerayee beresnn

oa 8 expenses. In 1932 the levy was

The Act gave the Board extensive power in th
for export, but it could not interf

© control of honey
for the export and sale of honey,

ere with any existing contract

Two claims were made for exemption from the contr
the ground of existing contracts, both by Westland et ”

Mr Wade of Greymouth and Mr J, Murdoch of Ross, This is speciallymentioned as the decision with regard to these claims, induced
Mr Murdoch to agitate among the commercial community and beekeepers
generally against control, using his position as a member of the
Chamber of Commerce in his locality for the purpose.

The Board's Solicitor, had, however, advised that the arrange-

ments submitted by these claimantsdid not constitute a ountveet”
within the meaning of the Act and the Board had no option but to
decide accordingly. Also, as it happened, it was Mr Murdoch's
honey which had caused the trouble in London and Denmark, The

agitation then started gethered recruits from new beekeepers and

one or two of the older ones who had fallen into disagreement with

the established order of things and that split in the beekeeping
fraternity has continued up to the present, but with new issues

as the cause of contention.

Considerable reliance had to be placed in the Board's London

agents as there was no one with authority who could give detailed

supervision, although the High Commissioner's Office would always

advise in a general way. To give some authority for implementing|

the Board's control Mr H. W, Castle, Manager of Messrs Mills & Co's

Home Trade Department was appointed nominal representative, but
without power to commit the Board in any Way. (Appointment made

after transfer of agency to C. & 8, Morton Ltd)

On March 3rd, 1931, Mr T. E. Clark resigned as Government

representative on the Boardand Mr J. Re Butland of Auckland was

appointed in his stead, Later in the yecv the death of Mr R. Gibb

left another vacancy and Mr W, Watson of Geraldine was appointed a

member and retained the position by election.
de it

The liquidation of the Honey Producers’ Associationma

necessary for the Board to arrange for the handling of mane
of the export honey to the United Kingdom. Consequently

oe

Board on the 8th March, 1933, took eontrol of all honey se exper
to the United Kingdom, the Irish Free State, and the Continen

As the Board was

Europe, with C, & &, Morton Ltd as its agen deedtatewere raised
now actually handling the export near Neyearand fron £25 to

from £50 a year for the Chairman to £1
0 exaaneahs 20.008 St 16/33

£50 for other members, ausoy) “ posted$ soe pecome the Board's
signed as a

oeaoe eealeiaeiywith the Managership of N.A. Honey Ltd.

Mr P. A. Hillary, Auckland, was appointed in his stead and

retained the position by election.

Mr J. &. Butland was elected Cha

The Board entered into a five year agreement
irman of the Board.

from 1/10/35



with C, & EB. Morton Lta for the packing andCopy of the agreenen onta 4:
Sale of ite honey.

The salient points sent a in the Board'sMinuteBook.
(1) Mortons took over the packing depot which the

to:600,600"ibe’to'tereSedeee svaie,noneyatfa porib ape
per 1b when the honepacked exceeded 600,000 ibs. The price paia 7%!half the price paid by the Board to the Geusasennnspayment Mortons had financed, ,

(2) The agents to advance to the Board as mut ually agreed

a than 20%, nor more than 50% of the estinatesveahinattenue of the honey consigned to them interest to be 1%above

= cae, Sneat Bank of England rate but not less than 5%

(3) Morton's to care for stora cost of
week charged to the Board,”

© SrePeae Oh ver ven pep

(4) The Agents subject to the Directi
ae elaine etion of the Board to arrange

(5) Discounts = nominal 10% to wholesalers,
(6) Commission (Agents) on bulk sales;

on honey sold at 52/- and above
2 . "

below 52/-,
the Imperial Bee pack 10%.

(7) Advertising allowance 34 per lb increased later to 14 per lb,

(6) The price of Imperial Bee pack 1 lb jars to be reduced from14/64 per dozen to 12/64 per dozen.

The Board purchased the Imperial Bee Brand from the Liquidatorof the Honey Producers’ Association for £6,000 the amount beingadvanced by the Treasury, A levy of 4d per lb on honey exported
was collected to repay the loan. (Some £1,500 of this loan was
unpaid when Mr Butland's Board resigned).

A copy of the Agreement between the Crown, the Liquidator of
the Honey Producers’ Association, the Honey Control Board, and
Mortons, covering this arrangement is in the Board's Minute Book.

The taking over of the Honey Marketing Business in 1935 by
the Internal Marketing Division altered the Board's standing, as

future exports would be handled by the Division.

The reduction of the Board's status to that of an advisory
committee was not acceptable to its members and they forthwith
resigned. The Board's position was defined by a Regulation making
any reference to the Board in the Honey Export Control Act mean

"to the Minister of Marketing".

Under the new Order a new Board or Committee was appointed
the personnel being:-

W. W. Nelson, Apiarist, Otorohonga, Government Representative,ont the Be Penny,Apiarist,Okaiawa, and lr L. ?. Robins, Apiarist,
Temuka, producers representatives.

This Committee is closely associated with the Internal

Marketing Division and keeps producers in touch with the marketing
side of their business.

vances on Honey consigned to C. & E. Morton Ltd under

the emeenl were very on reduced to those previously goteoa8Mr Butland's Board made the advance to producers 14d per
arate but only if applied for, atid a further advance in July
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current year, if applied for, of id per lb pro rata, interest to

be charged on advances at bank rate. It was at the same time decided

to make quarterly progress payments, loans being deducted from these

payments.



AL i sO aa

The grading of honey for export was introduced b
under the Apairies Act. on the 13/2/22. These Honan Ga
superceded by fresh regulations gazetted 9/6/28. The Authority
for the regulations was the Horticulture Division, Department of
Agriculture, and the regulations were administered by this
Division. en the Honey Control Board took absolute control of
honey exported to the United Kingdom, Ireland and the Continent
of abet+ the handling and grading of the honey bécame its

responsibility and on the 13/3/34 an Order in Council was gazetted
exempting the honey so controlled from the Horticulture Division

Regulations. The Board then issued its own grading regulations.
As there is a difference in the grade certificates issued under

the two regulations, honey shipped under the Boards Control had a

different certificate to honey shipped to countries outside the

Boards control, these certificates being still issued by the

Horticulture Division. This matter requires attention when general
export is resumed with a view to making the certificates uniform,

The 1928 regulations, which still apbly to honey outside the

Boards control, or, now, not shipped by the Internal Marketing
Division, should this again be permitted, differs from the 1922

regulations by the provisions in clause 6:~-

No honey submitted to a grade store shall be graded:-
A Unless or until it is in a granulated form.

B ) Unless it is free from any flavour or odour generally
recognised as disagreeable,

(Cc ) If it is contaminated with Honey dew, or other foreign

material, or

( D) If at any time it has been fermented, or had its flavour

changed by overheating.

Provision was made in Clause 20 for grading honey in glass

jars and 2 1b Tins, Honey was graded on points for its several

qualities as follows:-.

Flavour 50 points.
Colour be 9

Condition 15
oe

Grain or Texture 15
pha

Greedom from froth and scum 40

The Grades were classified as follows:~

94 to 100 points.

ponPrineorade 83 to 935"
B or Good

* 80 to 87

The honey was divided in five classes:~

Water white, white, light amber, mediua amber, and dark.

Export of honey grading below 90 points was prohibited.
4,420

honey with a specific gravity less than 1,

was spaniot7 The an for exporting honey where grading stores

were established were:~
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Auckland, New
.inaru,Dunedinae eeaan Wellington, Lyttelton, Greymouth,

€ Honey Control
gulanae oleae ane its cama = “tens for ‘tie

© based on the Department of A gulain so far as they applied, but the followingwasa siete BT tsen:
Grade points for the several qualities:-

Plavour

Colour 3 PeeCondition 10
Grain 20 =Ci«*Freedom from froth. 5 «

daar
the rejection from export of the following classes of

Honey-dew, Flax, Kiekie (or Astelia), extra stro ng Ducalyptusextra strong Ragwort, extra strong Manuka, ext
:

extra strong Heath, extra strane faekc. » extra strong Pennyroyal,
An Officer of the Horticulture Division continued to gradethe Boards honey, With the issue of its Regulations the Board set

out a schedule of points to be awarded for certain degrees of
flavour such as “the mildest ragwort" 20 points etc. This led the

tet Bebd$m oo peatof aehoney unwarrantably low causing
muc ssatisfaction and complaints.

he yr gpoye mapperthe Thien the Board and Honey Limited
was he 6 basis of grading was revised and a regrading of

me honey ates
in store held, some, however, had gone to export,

notably that Mr Sage, and although samples of his honey were

Toneien
from London, he has since refused to submit his honey for

grad °

The points for payment and form of certificate was also altered

to that at present in use.
'

Payments had previously been made according to the class of

honey, but the system was not satisfactory as border line honeys,
that is honeys which were just

7
the border of

ae
mp

id eeewould suffer perhaps a payment 1/2d less than a honey only a shade

better, The percentage system of grading and payments at present
in use was adopted so that the gradations in payment would follow

the gradations in the honey by 1%.
Points for grain was also eliminated as it was now the custom

melt and regranulate honey for packing.”

The eeneaeof grading was to ensure that only reasonably

good quality pure honey would be exported. The pay out points
awarded on the grading was designed to return to the ee

‘
to its commercial value. The pay out points a

payment equivalent + can be adjusted
present in use need not necessarily be permanent bu

“r r instance
if the values of the differentane & ae ae saneetpoints

colour became no longer a detr

souldbe reduced and flavour points adjusted accordingly.
full

es were designed to give the producer
ne gg eee a and value of his honey, and give the

informationypeeAberntagt-the honey certified. It was hoped that

purchasers a <now.e
specify a certain grade of

in time a purchaser coeeeOeae onanexport stopped, however,

honey when buying. Up to
espect, bulk sales being

the certificates had no value in this respects
the London agents

ie, They do however, help
onalways madé on Samp

torage and enable them to off

in sorting honey for packing and 8

tine will be uniform in

ith confidence, that the
hone

Lines
— epaed “rocallythe grade certificate yenveers o

ques “acked in uniform quality without rete

to be blended and packe

the honey used.



When

honey came fron diguiggranulated in varyingsolgure®Bvery BSatdbe“gesite
as sample senting several cases,

The requirement in the gradinz tions that no honey with

a specific gravity less than 1*420 shall be exported deserves to

be noted. Mr Isaac Ho first enunciated that honeys with a

specific gravity of 1*420 or over would not readily ferment under

reasonable storage conditions. Observance of this requirement in

grading has kept the loss by fermentation to very small proportions.



MARKSRINGHONEYINNEWZEALAND
That honey Sales are a ve

by2,Consumptionof sonetningSedakeepoundssaneree,1 enphasiceaCapita consumpti "hng Ption in thoane=iptioneePa regular food except perhapsin ins; seen “ee
© pounds per head can justify that oa *

The greater cons
been brought abous Senetatesa New Zealand than Clsewhere has perhapsthe formation of th

y of influences, the first of whish »
had a Dominion Widemembershigmeine,pAssccipore mtn ne essoetationers we

oe ofagnges,the pee eres toregiven o onskientaeomaethro on an or a period s tu
a ereneitemae eae exyenditareinterestedthe a in pemaaskinn° r press publicity in the fr

a reports from London, reviews of legislation such a6theaohebiieet and Regulations, and Honey Export Control Act and Regulations kepthoney in the public mind. These reports resulted from the activitiesof the Honey Producers Association and the following Control BoaraLetters in the press criticising and replying to criticisms of the Boardalso had their effect. Thus the first principal in advertising keepthe name of your product before the public, had full sway. ProbablyNew Zealand has more news paper per population than any other countryand this free advertising must have had its effect,

It is interesting, too, that during the last war prices rosealthough there was no shortage of other foodstuffs, theenhanced oetenof honey increased the demand, Honey gained in importance by its increasedprice. Another important development in the promotion of honeyconsumption occurred in 1922. At this time the Honey Producers Associationhad not disposed of all its stocks in London accumulated after the war,and it was necessary to expand local sales to the limit to relieve the
pressure, The Association therefore asked its members to themselves
sell locally as much honey as possible.

This decision was strongly opposed by Mr Bray who was at the time a

Director, as he said it would be the downfall of the Association. It was,
however, considered that this action of the Association woulda put its
members on an equal footing with those who had already broken away from
the Association and were exploiting the local market along with those
who had built up in honey production outside of the Association.

As a result of this decision Mr Bray resigned from the Diredtorate.
The intention of the resolution was that members should press sales on

their local stores, but many of the members went much further afield in
theirsales effort and built up active opposition to their Association.
The move, however, had the undoubted effect of increasing the use of

honey, Every store throughout the Dominion was pressed to take honey
and in many cases counter and window displays were arranged. Also,
considerable house to house hawking was done so that sales pressure was

brought to bear on the individual as well as the trade. The Association

along with its press advertising ran window displays in the main centres,
distributed honey cooking recipes, circularised the medical fraternity,
and health camp organisers took every opportunity of advancing the use

of honey.

andAt the commencement of the organisation, honey was just honey,

there was little discrimination as to quality. In the penersenee—
when selling became organised and more oguererese general stan

ae
of the packs increased in quality, Honeys peculiar to certain ere es,

although different from the principal packs, sold in those seesaeeee
In Auckland at that time all the pondsbr epra aereeeecmees-
and largely Tea Tree in origin, The Wa °

ae ees eee
lighter honeys of today, but with the So —— ae te
ment of dairy » lighter honeys came on the

. aiein the Dominion was the lighter class ’

= See gradually ousted from the principal selling centres.



Selling competition, too, induced producers to
honey into theirownpackand'sen@thedarkertotheAssecietinn?wets
tendencymadethe honeysofferedte the publicof a fairly uniforngoodqualityand it is probablethat this remedyingof thenaturaldefectofhoney, its warying quality, did a let to help popularise its use,

in

Por melting the honey a small
ef the store, In this the
was heated by Kerosene lamps. If

as the chamber was closed and the resultant mess ras
Wasopened to take out the gaoney.However, the product was still honey,
and honey was honey in those days. The tins, when the honey was soft
enough, were tipped into a tank from which the honey was packed into 2 1b
tins, the only pack, and labelled "H.P.A." “HONBY".

Beekeeper packers packed direct from their extracting tanks, so this

was the most up to date plant. There was nothing elsewhere to learn fron.
In the United Kingdom honey packing was a very small business, the fanily
copper being the aéeans most used for melting honey.

Ganada had not yet come into the honey business and the U.S.A. and
Australia put out their honeys in a liquid fora, thereas the New Sealand
practice was to sell it granulated.

In due course it was felt that some improvement should be made and
when Mr W. J. Jordan was /: it was decided te

pipes, through which water passed, from a gas heated water cireulating
aystem. (Later electricity was used for heating).

The vat was designed for softening the honey, not for melting the

honey. The tins were laid with the lids off, opening downwards so that
would rum away aS soon as it was enough to movd. The botton

ef the vat sloped towards the down pipe in the centre so that if the
different classes of honey were distributed in the chamber, it would

blend as it travelled and no mixing was required. Also, as the honey
aid not melt right out no starter was needed, and the honey afterwards

always remained soft. Froth, however, was impriséned in the honey and

if subject to heat in a shop window,it would rise to the surface,
making the peasants.

Por dealing with the honey in this way, this aethod was fairly
satisfactory and is the method still used in the London Depot. Placing
the honey into the vats was, however, rather a heavy job. The aethod

in use could not be made to reduce the grain of the honey very much

and as demand grew for a smooth honey, there was no alternative but to

melt the honey right out and regranulate. To do this, the tins were

put in the vats right side up and left there until melted, This took

much loner and the most that could be turned out in a week was five tons

and about 3 tons in winter. Another chamber was made heated by electric

elements. It was inconvenient to work and difficult to effectively
distribute the heat and all chanbders had the serious disadvantage of all

honey being subject to heatuntil the last bit wes melted. A year before

the I.M.D. took over the business an entirely new system of molting was

devised and this is now in operation.
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/ ELLLINGMACHINES:

Where packages must be net weights, hand fbee a ’ illing will always resultin
:

part from the slowness of the process, When in London in 1927

machine would do the job, two fect 2 inches rubber hose c onnec
make id impossible. The makers of the sachine aiaaaa ”

seem very interested and nothing else was on offer so when visiting theGerman New Honey Company in Wiesbaden enquiries were made and a
hand filling machine was readily forthcoming. Four of these were obtainedand were used up to the period when the plant was reconstructed, Enquirieswere then made through the High Commissioner's office for the addresses
of filling machine makers, The office communicated with various firms
in the United Kingdom and America and had catalogues forwarded, None of
the machines offering, however, seemed very suited to the job and the
Brrokfield Engineering Company were commissioned to make a mechanised

Similar to the German make, but filling two poutnds instead of one

pound with a single stroke. These fillers were made and installed and
have proved very satisfactory.

BLENDINGFORPACKING:

This also went through a period of development. It was considered
at one time that an expert knowledge of honey was required for this,
In making up a blend the honeys were examined and the number of tins
each flavour and colour required to make up a blend decided upon. With
the best care results were not as uniform as could be wished, A development
was to make up a Small sample blend each small part of the sample represent-

a 60 lb tin, This sample was then checked with a standard sample,
This was fairly fool-proof but was somewhat tedious. Then the method of

working from grade certificates was devised and also the method of

calculating the number of tins of a particular grade to be used. This
has proved expeditious and setisfactory so that given « correct grading
honeys can be blended direct from certificates and no inspection of the

honeys themselves is needed.

STORAGEOFHONEY:

With the best of care there is always a liability for some honeys
to ferment in ordinary storage. Few 60 lb tins are actually air-tight
and breath with changing temperatures, Honey being hygroscopic,
attracting moisture to itself perhaps up to 30%, this breathing will

ve rise to conditions suitable for fermentation in an atmosphere over

humidity, the likelihood increasing with increasing humidity. The

latest provision by the I.M.D. for cool storage has largely solved this

difficulty and prolonged storage is not now a cause Sor concern and

repeated examinations,

DEFLAVOURINGANDDECOLOURISINGHONEY:
The Cawthron Institute, which has a bequest from the late Mr Isaac .

Hopkins to be used for investigation work in matters affecting the honey
industry, was requested to investigate the practicability of removing
colour and strong flavour from honeys which suffered from those qualities.

To this end the National Beekeepers Association, N.Z. Honey Ltd and

the Honey Control Board contributed £10 each towards purchasing a pressure

filter for the purpose. A young scientist, Mp Thomson, was put in charge
and the work was carried out in N.Z. Honey Limited's premises, It was

demonstrated that the colour and flavour could be entirely removed. The

product was to all appearances a white honey but so far as aroma and

flavour was concerned could not be classed as such.

To demonstrate its commercial possibilities 5 tons of Tea Tree honey

was sent to the sugar of milk works at Edendale, the only plant available

for this purpose, and there treated.



a

Mr Winter of the Horticulture Division undertook to b

suring the work and if at any time the matter is up for verereneeBe
doubt the Horticulture Division could supply his report,

Apart from the cost of treatment, the long freights made the cost
of treatment at Edendale uneconomical, To test the value of the proeuct
4t was sent to London but no special outlet could be found for it other

than blending it into the pack.

The pressure filter was recently returned to the Cawthron Institute

at the request of the Research Department.



SHEEXPORTMARKET
In the files of the Ho ney Section there ;

sffoodInLondonseeormationof a Committeeto weretityhe rust
noneys In this th

€ matter of the distribution and sale of i oteere is a statement attributed to a packer of oa2

honey. This was’ too far fac
imported hundredsof tons of New Zealand

went to the Association's A gents who made no sales to Wei

* seeetiometeins The honey exported outside the Mgeeetetinnaeeeomparatively little and before the Association only some isolatedshipm

setteition.The regular export of honey began with the Association

At this period two of the largest exporters to the United Ki d

Beaeet net ere ceenen,amethe U.S.A. were not operating. The faanes
e en up honey production. This

with the development of dairying.
paren ieea

The U.S.A's internal marketing was absorbing all its production.

The principal exports came from the British West Indies, Cuba Chile,
and smaller lots from numerous other countries,

Production in the United Kingdom was at a very low ebb due to the
outbreak of Isle of Wight disease in 1904 and which during the next few
years killed off nearly all th: bees in Britain. Imports for the year
1928, the only year's figures I have for reference, give a total of
3548 tons in which year the U.S.A. accounted for 900 tons, so that imports
in the year 1915 must have been much less. It was apparent that the
demand for honey in the United Kingdom was very small indeed compared
with the population. In 1927 the Empire Marketing Board's offer to

investigate the incidence of the sales of honey was accepted and their

computation was that the consumption of honey in the United Kingdom
a mounted to 4 oz. per head of population. This «formation was not
available in 1915 when the H.P.A. commenced exporting, but it was only
natural that New Zealand should 11ik for a market m& for its surplus
honey in Britain. In any case, there was no other possible market.

It is a want of knowledge 6f this small use of honey in the United

Kingdom that has caused so much misunderstanding with regard to our

export marketing and many producers just blankly wondered why the difficulty
in selling such a small quantity of honey among so large a population,
while others pointedly attributed it to iad management, Accustomed as

they were to butter in any wantity being readily sold at cabled quotations,
they mm expected the same to apply to honey. Owing to the varying quantity
of honey there was no standard price and a cabled price Bor honey did

not necessarily mean that that was the price at which your honey would

sell. There was, of course, a price beyond which a buyer would not go.

For instance, one quotation was as follows:-

New Zealand eee eee eee 52/- to 88/-
Canadian bobs: eee . wen h2/= to 60/-

Australian eee eee eed us ~ gars
ee Se eal: eaente bor

11
Honey could be nothing else than a small trade article with a

its wiltiavidas in quality and price and one must econelude that * was

a sound policy to try to standardise the quality of New Zealand honey

offered on the English Market,

mly in
The Honey Producers Association broke new ground not o

standardising its quality through its pack, but it also Seen’ etna
honey to be the standard pack, so that practically all packs go

the trade took this form.
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/ Later, our method or
i

packing gran)
|

thesucouasofGhephftceGisn"rortgreee.®Drocesein tvaeinedMa

2ulationLeneatt cation woulda ted Kingdom.

exports or invo
a thbeie an tan cestaus in heavy Royalties, Briefly,

a ew 2 ° and
One-itea was new, that is thata ae before Dr Dyee's thesis moeuvene.

.
mperature of ab orfbest granulating temperature, We had obtained vember asineaatemperatures without the actual + emperature be

toe New Zealand process had been mentioned in pocket ote:: Festeatany,production of these induced Canada to withdraw her application.
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When the Honey producers Association o pened up with the Brit

04Dominion Association, no particular policy was visualised wel *thanhoney should be packed as was being done in New Sealand and so sold

aoeee tene 2»pokeingwas anticipated, so much so that the
i

c on's Agents were under agreement not to sell
United Kingdom.

oe

ciliara

POT.

This was in the war years, Honey was controlled and was in demand D
as a sweet stuff and gave opportunity for speculation. Lines were sold |
and resold several times before reaching the legitimate trade, Prices
were forced up until in 1916 bulk of inferior quality reached 108/- ewt.
All sorts of honey was bought up in Australia and sold at approximate
prices. Sew Zealand, however, did not participate in the 1918 prices as
no shipping could be obtained. The Dunedin Director of the Association
did manage to meke an arrangement for a ship to take six tons but this
eaused considerable trouble as the arrangement was considered contrary
to the shipping regulations,

There was one possibility of getting honey away; that was as broken

stowage and might have been arranged with the stevedors who had the right
te say what they would take as broken stowage, Homey was much more

difficult to use as broken stowage than tinned =c'bit, etc., and required
some special condideration. The then Manager of the Company, however,
thought this procedure was not quite correct and put his application
through the shipping committee which closed this avenue for any shkip-
ments.

In the meantime, in a Committee of three had been set up to

go into the matter of controlling honey. The Manager oF the 5B. & De

was one of the Committee, which delayed action so long that the Armistice

eame before anything was done.

With the freeing of shipping after the Armistice, the accu wlated
honey was shipped and shortly afterwards the Bristol and Dominions
Association went into liquidation. This cut the Association connection
with the United Kingdom and in 1920 there was no general demand for honey

there, the mishandling of honey over the war p riod having left a legacy

of bad repute for the honey business.

season's honey by the Association to & buyer in

San apeBeevedta sending to tate of its Auditor, Mr Spinley, is

referred to in the section dealing with the Honey Producers aerate
Messrs. G. Mills & Co., who accepted the Honey Producers eee es art

Ageney and later were appointed agents for the Honey Control Boar
. arias

well known in New Zealand as they were large importers of butter een
’

which they handled mostly on consignaent. These conssnaentesete
by them direct to the trade and through brokers. To a, omy

they formed a Home Trade Department managed by Mr H. Ww. Cas
® oan

de t had other retail lines, one with the biggest turnov

ish pressed ham.

dad an
t much energy into the honey business and soon he

edinibhcsalatechaatesef the Association's pack. MrT. SS te “

Director of the Association and later also Government repre 3

the Control Board, was in L,ndon on private business in 4924 and reported

tr operations.favourably on the



increase within an area of 25 miles, TIhad

Mr Mills said he had in mind build on a section wh owned@ nearby area and expected to cet this euleneadShlediataly.Seoenen»nothing was done and the following year serious loss Was caused by thedepot not being able to pack up to requirements, Honey in the Unitea Kingdonand on the Continent is a seasonal demand, particularly so in some Places iwhere no honey is sold in summer, The winter of 1926 was a record cold one,boosting the sales of honey far beyond snticipations., The Gepot could notpack to requirements, Unprecedented orders came from Denmark which couldmot be filled from the depot, At this tine a German New Zealand HoneyCompany was operating in Wiesbaden and arrangements were made for them to

rookfor the Danish orders. The honey was packed and despatched but beforet arrived in Denmark the approaches to the porte had frozen over and |

Shipping was held up. The winter season was thus lost and the Danish peoplecancelled their orders and 4,000 cases of packed honey had to be returned to

On a subsequent visit to London in 1930, I was taken to some stores
whose orders had not been filled in 1928 and who had refused to again buy
“Imperial Bee" honey, Their attitude was that there must have been somehoney and they did not get any. Perhaps an oversight.

After this the depot was established in larger premises at Bankside
at the south end of Southwarkbridge, The depot was actually the property
of the Association, it paying the rent and all wages. Supervision was

Co's concern as agents,

The task of establishing the imperial Bee pack on the United Kingdon
market was not only one of obtaining some of the trade offering. This

provided only a small outlet. The consumption of ilb per head previously
mentioned was not all domestic consumption} A large portion was used for

manufacturing by chemists, confectione:s and others. To absorb increasing
surplus it was necessary to expand consumption. Also prices o@& other bulk

honey on the market woulc give too low a return to the New Zealand producers.
It was necessary, therefore, to Supply a special quality and bduild up Taeprice for that quality that would return the producers a margin of profit.

To do this, propagande was necessary. The use of the daily press to
—extent was too costly for the money available. Family journals, - —

papers coincident with window displays when these coulc be aryengedgeconsiderable publicity. Windows were not easy to get and prices
Woraadwere high, This even applied to small counter stands. The High — enewindow in the Strand was made as

for pong reg terep ee 7 Sof this. Exh ions suc

cei oeretaehar:SidesWas generally taken for Meat Se and i's and
Honey joined in. A film was also made, part taken New aetaens95

part
in the United Kingdom. I believe Mr Winter has the remnants °

cou. system entitling the holder of a

seecaiabotheraeGateade
>

tied Goll in the likeness of the msra device
on the label. This system was also adopted in New Zealand upons

were returned from as far afield as Malaya and Sian.



That the
DaneenandSistributionofhoneyintheUniteax

confined to one 3

but it was contendedthat tee eet also brought about mass eriticisnSecured by a sole agent
© Gevelopment of the business could be betterinto the work; that therewoulscesnacjt it Propertion to the effortWould be little incentive for any one of a

_

the repeat business, Here
7 forts when he might not secureagain; critics were ernusbutter, with no knowledge or honeysales euititmeeas”To ot =

As a matter of fact, I
distribution than any other agFo Sad. bee oe _

Cheesewere sold in Londonand the southof 4 ‘GapeneanesotGlasgow had New Zealand meat - A ples had a wider distribution but stillmot as wide as Imperial Bee Homey. Mills & Compeny's Home TradeDepartaenthad also used its connection with the Continent to introd uce Imperial Beeinte various Continental countries. In 1927 the pack was establishedin Denmark and Sweden and fairly extensively in Germany. Im the latter
country our agents had entered into an arrangement with A. Eschunaur at
Wiesbaden to supp-iy Ria Tith bul« honey which be was to pack and distribute
under the Imperial Bee label Germanised. For this purpose he formed the
New Zealand Honey Coy (Neuseeland-Honis-Vertrnub Ge Sellschaft fur
Zentral Europa). The agents took all responsibility for payment for this
honey, Bulk honeys of the right quality were shipped and towed up the
Rhine in barges, freights up the Rhine being very low - the equivalent
of 2/6 a ton, The Company had an efficient but small packing plant and
turned out a pack comparative with the best on the market. In 1927 I was

taken by the Principal of the Germany Companythrough the Black Forrest
(the Swartswald) and as far south as Preyberg and saw Imperial Bee in
many shops. Naturally, New Zealand honey appearing in these countries
ereated hostilities with the local beekeepers, the same as it did in

England and the Wiesbaden Company's enthusiastic propaganda for New Zealand

honey brought them and the local beekeepers into conflict. The Company
in its publicity had stated that “New Zealand honey was the best in the

world; that it was packed under Government supervision, and that German

honey was mostly adulterated". The case came before the Court, the

Denmark Imperial Bee pack practically supplied all domestic

honeyFequireacntsnotmet by local ereuss
While there in 1927 I

saw eases being loaded in a boat Greenland.

further
Business 4n the Continent continued to develop and during a

930, many shops stocking Imperial Bee Honey in

ets ee
: oe oad it nae well established in Sweden. On the

It was not all



th go
Git theWelcaste’$2.08

220 agent top n, ,“a t the adve ® Shops cut the sney
in GE rti

u the price, 1m complainedfre febeeae Gautier GtaTYa en
Tittus

aeecemaayhadbig ALINE for a aarlotCAistehuren nenepeventr 5, .
little ove

eelsaeatities ; Where red and atIt was the biggest honey eating’oon”2 portewens42 000tans,In 1930, howevercondi e With the wor

great
community havekeepers in Tnaent than larger countries and the o

ted honey to
had induced the Government there to Paise the duty onfor New Zealand honey got into e

A

witheee
onflict with the beeee beek epers who has an official standing arteeezeresa —*an accusation that the Imperial Bee honey was adulterated, Theagents in Oslo took this to Court and supported by a local analysis of

the honey, the accusation had to be withdrawn,
The extent to which New Zealand honey was known on the Continenhumorously exemplified by a letter received by the Honey Control—fron steht -in which application was made for an agency for Pinland,

was gi SD0%s1 gounbeysBicgoneTotastoatePretty eet ey setae
gone io e tinti rel of writing the letter in

The Imperial Bee brand was registered in all the countries ment ioned@S well as in Austria, Czechoslovakia and Belgiua,.
Copy of a report covering the activities of my visit to the UniteaKingdom in 1927 is in the Honey Control Board's Minute Book dated 20/1/27.
Events since then have given me no reason to alter the opinionsexpressed in that report and it would be superfluous to rewrite here

what has been written there. The progress of the London Agency continued
satisfactorily until a large accumulation of stocks resulted from the
excessive exports in 1928 and 1929. The crisis thereby brought about
and the changeover of the Agency to Messrs C. & E. Morton Ltd has been
covered in the section on the Honey Producers Association.

I wish just here to explain why the Agency was changed without
periog of a yakbeing given to the Agents. Early in the relations between
the Association and Messrs Mills & Co. an agency agreement was dram up.
Messrs Mills & Co., however, laid down, and it was agreed, that if either

was dissatisfied no agreement could make the position satisfactory
o either and it was better for the agency to terminate, Acting

on this pr iple the agency was terminated forthwith.

As mentioned in the account of the Association, Mr J. X. Butland
Eto go to London to arrange a settlement with Messrs C. & EB,

ertanta Wishehaeeato the Association's debts and the future carrying

on of the agency on account of the Board.

tland came with a settlement with Mortons accepted only

in ambdeeeand an aneneyfor his firm for the sale of Morton's products

in KewZealand.

both to the Board and N.Z. Honey Ltd

was, fen,shortofFagutronenta,andtheBound,dooicetfoBir«cunststySes

atthe same time eabeeeButland (Pty.) Ltd cone og=~S auantity for the use of N.Z. Honey Lta in Now Zealand. MrP.A. Hillarventto Australia to make the purchases, The Board ponoo a oe
a its honey first shipped to Auckland where it arrive

Ae vee siteon ess in the wharf stores gave it considera Pp
.rr

cdieaningk on

urpose for which it was required 14é
and subsequent explanations of the p
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Sale in the UnitedKees it being blendea with
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aBefore
the United Kinea  stesingthe account of the Honey Marketing business inand Europe, I wish to refer to

hdSyonancommissioner'seffice in promoting the ‘auterasheecane
ee -

« During my visit in 1927, Sir James Parr, ana in 4930
Now deabandhoney.“Sveryreatsstwasserenade taeedos Ree

ly taken up and allappointments were made by the Office givtag n te’ tha hook '
of firms that otherwise would not have been esaibleyAs

« tastanae ae

prompt action, I mentioned to Sir James tats poster gn eth aseae ¥. |

Charing Cross had every other New Zealand product on it except honey.These posters were put out by the Empire Marketing Board, Calling upthe Acting Publicity Officer, he foreibly told him to "shake up the

eeate Board and see that they put Honey on their posters", which
°

Sa
=

Mr Wilfred was equally helpful, He asked me to give him the dope
and he would put it acfoss, This was amusingly illustrated at a araeel)dinner on the occasion of Lord Bledisloe's leaving to take up his
appointment as Governor of New Zealand, I was sitting at a table alongwith Mr Mills, Manager of the Bank of New Zealand, Mr Crab (7) of the
High Commissioner's office, and Dr Burdett and ladies. Dr Burdett asked
what my interests were and when I said "Honey!" without exception they
all smiled at such a poor thing and continued to smile until Mr Wilfred
arose to propose the toast of New Zealand, Liiking straight at our table
he commenced “New Aealand exports to this country the finest honey in
the World". The smiles didn’t fade, they went out. I am sure Mills would
have given me an overdraft if I had gone to his bank next day.
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Mr W. J, Jordan, the present High Commissioner will also, no doubt,
owing to his previous assiciation with honey, take a keen interest in

its welfare. All through this time there were continuous efforts to

make sales of New Zealand honey in countries outside the Board's control.

When Mortons took over the Agency their overseas business, which was

really their whole business, gave them the opportunity of placing honey
with their other goods. Small parcels of “Imperial Bee" went to many

places, even the U.S.A., the largest honey producer in the world, with

the exception of Russia. Mortons continued to forward the Indian business

which the previous Agents had established,

he writer, when returning to N.Z. in 1927, was not successful in
ueinn agenciesin the Dutch East Indies, there being no demand, but

an agency was arranged in Colombo and operated from New Zealand. Regular
shipments went to Malaya where the Association had an agency in the

.
Singapore Cold Storage Company. Repeated efforts were made to hag
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business in China and Hong Kong, the only result being a few cases
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Shanghai oceasionally. Japan was also tried out. On the ecentie= -
visit of two representatives of the Japanese press ok ae
possibilities of reciprocal trade, I got in touch with ne Pp

o.
Consul and he brought them to the office. They did not
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sbout tne, honeybut Suegereetyao to tneecfect,imshonoywas Tittle
bureau, which I . reply wa

ee ee aleanas Eh

used mselves had a growing production

ren er cokvauete; and that the only imports were a few owt.

from America.
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ield of sales was barred by its

prohibitingtheimportryoe any country which had on

Uganda took small lots from the Association, also from one “7 _

keepers, but the exports to any of these countried outside o

Associati
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I have brought this short histor Y Of honey market“fasegatetneanteradtarsatingDivisiontoot overs inéateht 2%,
geanestionwiththe Londonnegotiationswith ths Ministesa tae aoe

anation, na Fruit Sales Divisionabove connection, and in the Claim for a
Pibhes aa

premium on the price fi

ph N.Z. Scere ere is revealed an ob jection by the Gonnkttasaaiialiad
ae

ers of Honey appointed to work with the Ministry, to New Zealandobtaining a premium, Some of the names on this Committee were familiarto me. These packers in the past were anxious to obtain N.Z. Honey onaccount of its position. There were grave objections to supplying them

Tiiseenetethe policy that all honey labelled New Zealand should be

At the request of the West Indian Committee, I met them in meeting.This was an august body with prominent personages on it. Its functions
were to liik after the interests of West India in London, They were
dissatisfied with the way their honey was being handled, Jamacian honcoyhad been exported to London for many years and its position was so
established that it was still taken in when other imports of honey were
stopped. Following this meeting, by special arrangement, I met the
Secretary, and discussed the handling of honey by packers, He produced
a label "packed from Jamacian, Canadian and other British honeys",
"Yes", he said, “probably one of the British and 20 of foreign" < or
to that effect,

New Zealand packs were not solely confined to "Imperial Bee", but
approved qualities were supplied to reliable people such as Geddes & Son
of Bristol, who put up 4 high classe pack of New Zealand honey, they having
a contract to pack and supply only New Zealand, which they bought at
prices fixed by the agents, and Knights of Kensington, Other packs were

put up at the depot under proprictary labels, Where a proprietary pack
was put up different from the standard pack and sold at a lower price
New Zealand did not appear on it, These particular packers could not
obtain New Zealand honey and were naturally not very friendly.

One further matter should, perhaps, be recorded, In an effort to
find a market for Tea Tree honey, which is comparative to heather except
in aroma and flavour, the agents tried out a pack of Tea Tree but with
no success, naturally, as the heather honey trade is largely a tourist
one peculiar to Scotland,

CONCLUSION:

Whether or not the policy in Export Marketing outlined in the fore-

going will have any application to conditions after the war remains to

be seen.

The attitude in Britain and America in not including in any way

honey in the Army diet does not augur development in the use of honey
in the post-war period, At the best, the stoppage of imports into the

United Kingdom has prevented the mishandling of honey that occurred

during the last war,

There is no likelihood that there rr
be a, maetebLityhoney other than the United Kingdom ere is

eeee eer elit be more crowded than before, Methods of marketing
honey will not have changed so muck but that New Zealand will be able to

benefit from past sales and will to a considerable extent be able to take

up where she left off. I am convinced that the policy followed in the

past wes sound within the limits that were imposed by having to finance

payments to producers by advances made by the agents, Work through
one distributor was desirable while initiating and expanding the business

and would still be desirable if the packing and distribution is not

under direct control. But this alternative should be considered,
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If the honey were blendedin New z Small packing2 Plant couldbe run inexpensively in a suitable locality and an office as in Aucklendto arrange and control distribution using all suitable distributorsavailable. There is undoubtedly a init to which one single firm can goin distribution - a New Zealand honey business run by New Zealand would
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to all means of distribution.

shmen a de would, of
supplied were reasonably artatas : ——— oe

Pressure on export could be relieved by boosting sales in New Zealand.
I am assuming that after the war sales will lar revert to the afuretine
seale. From that point there is a good possibility of increasing
consumption by suitable publicity and presenting honey in the right way.

The ideal marketing in New Zealand would be for the Beekeeper to

supply his own local store and the central organisation the main centres.

With this, some standardisation of quality all round should be aimed at

and the label made to indicate in someway the quality of honey packed.
There is no use in advertising honey unless you can tell the public ~hat

sort of honey it is. There are too many kinds.

As soon as it is possible the Gift Parcel Scheme should againbe
taken up. This was valuable for introducing honey to the people in

Britain and provided a ready means for New Zealand people to send a

valued gift to their friends abroad.


