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Minister of Agriculture wart ‘i
:

Parliament Buildings,
: prenietMELLDOTON p

»Dear Mr. Skinner,
. t A tan

R to a

My Executive hase considered the report of your committee appointed
to investigate honey marketing and has paid paricular attention to

its recommendations and conclusions. In accordance with your wishes

expressed to us in your letter of 10th May, we now place before you
our views 2s a basis of discussion on the points raised:-

16 Pirstly, we wish to commend your Committee for its work

and to express appreciation of the thorough nature of

its recommendations and its helpful attitude to the

industry. “e trust that after our Ciscussions with you

this afternoon, you will permit us to make the Report
more widely available within the Association as we

consider that it will form a valuable work of reference

for some years to come and any informed discussion at our

forthcoming Conference will be impossible if delegates
are not familicr with the Committce findings.

2. We desire to express thé industry's appreciation for

Government's action in adjusting the Stock Debt incurred

by the Authority at its inception. The provision made for

working capital by way of overdraft eccommadation has now

placed the Authority's affairs on a business-like basis

and hes inspired producers with renewed confidence.

3. In general we: are in complete agreement with the Committee
findings numbered 101,103,105,106,107,108,109,112,113, and

we applaud the definition of the Authority's functions

expressed in los. 100 and 104.

4. We wish to make comment 6n‘Nos. 99,102,110 and 111:=

Hon, C.F. Skinner, M.P., oom

No, 99, The growth in the industry suggeeted by the Committee

is NOT borne out by the production figures quoted for

the years reviewed.

No,102, The Committce has recommended that direct representation
of the ‘ssociation on the Authority should cease. We

would point out that such representation was agreed to

by an overwhelming majority of producers in a postal
ballot when the Authority was set up. The Committee

has produced no evidence to show that Association
representation.hac been in ony’ Way inimical to “the -..
intercsts.of the .uthority, the irduttry or the . “°.

Association, nor has such evidence been produced by any

individual or organisation. The chief reason advanced

by the Committee in support of its recommendation would

appear to be that no other primary producers organisation
enjoys a similar privilege. We accept the Committee's

recommendation that if the appointment is to be continued
it should be for a full three-year term. If you consider

that Association representation must be with-drawn then

the present appointment ae
~~ full term of three

ears before any such change is made.

te are prepared to recommend to the industry thet this

change should be accepted.
oa at
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Nos, 110 & 111 = Source of Funds

We agree with the Committe that the industry lacks
funds and unless Government is prepared to provide a

consumer=subsidy or payment for pollination services,
we are reluctantly forced to concede <=
(a) Thet the incidence of the Seals Levy be widened. to

include all honey seld in retail containers and that
all such containers be embossed with the seal at the
point of manufacture,

:

(d) That the rate of the levy be one and one-half pence
(13a) per pound and that the proceeds be applied as

follows t=
(1) Up te one-fifth of total Seals Revenue be

applied to honey advertising.

2) Up to $1500 be made available to the Association.
3) The balance to be used as an industry fund,

The Executive is prepared to recommend this course ho the

industry for endorsement at the forthcoming Dominion
Conference ao TH'T A PRIOR ASSURANCE IS RECEIVED

. THAT SUCH HALF-PENNY INCREASE IN THE LEVY BE RECOVERED
FROM CONSUNERS BY .. CONMENSURATE INCREASE IN THE HONEY

PRICE ORDER.
;

For the future guidance of the industry and to prevent
misunderstandings we would appreciate a statement from you

confirming t=
(a) That the function of the Authority is to administer

the Recualtions and to operate within their provisions

(vb) That opinions of the industry upon the form of the

Ragulstions and amendments thereto should be expressed
solely through the -ssociation.

Yours faithfully,

for the DominionExecutive.

(7.W. Fraser.) eee

National President.
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MEPOCRTOFTHE BOFSYMARKETISGIFVESTIGATIEG COMMITTEE
STATEMEFT OF ME. WALLACEHELSON,CUAIBRWAKOF HOREYMARKETINGAUTHORITY.
The Hon. CLP. Skimmer,
Minister of Agriculture.

Sir,

The recommenmdstioms comt2ined ir the report of your Honey
Merketing Investigating Committee were comsidered at a recent meetin
ef the Somey Merketing Authors :y end I beve to report to you as

follogs:—

Of the fifteen recommemistions (99 to 1135) on pages 20 and 21

of the report the Homey Merketine Antho ee, ne SeeNestivefae,400,104 , 103, 108, 105, 106,107, 108,109,142,115.)

Im commectiorn with Fo.102 recqumemietion cf your Committee

which reads —

"The Committee ro=ammends “hei direc: renresentation from

the Netionmel Beekeepcrs* Association om the Authoraty
should ce=se. Tae Autmority would them camorise four

elected mambers 224d cme Goverment {2nd consumer) re—

presemtstive (Pars.3€)*
At the Auit@ority mecting the following motion wes considered —

"Yhe Anthority is of the opinion thst the E2ticnal Beekeepers*
Associ2zticn represent=tion te retzined.*
This motion wes cefeazied by Toer wotes to tz. Wr. J. Fraser

the Eetiome? Seckeepers’ Associction representative ami Mr. G. Gumbrell
=

eee representstive recorded their yotes in sagport of this

With regerd to recommendetions Fos. *10 and 111 the Authority
resolved 2s folices:—

“Bhile the 4uthority accepts the Committee's Teccmmendstionthat tee application Por subsidy be declined i = re-effirms
the importence emi walme to agriculture of

£ pollinetionby
bees™.

“fhe Authority is still cf ocpimion *het its financial pnosition
meeds strengthenine but it comsiders that the propossl toc do
this by seams of =n increase im the seais levy sould be
referre’ to the intustr;.”

Permit me, Sir, to mke the foilowing commerts om two other

cf the report:—

Om peg>€ peragreph268there is embodied the sentence "wo
ef the four elected memb<rs of the Anthority et present were suppliers
representatives om the former Honey Merketing Committee which preceded
the qgthority wnen omiy suppliers might wote. They were clected to

the Authority 2nd reve retained comtimous membersaip. This

sacgests th=* the voting system is if ampthing weighted in suppliers
favour."

4s omeof the tro mambersreferred to, allow me te correct the
statement that only suppl icre sight wie fot i a
Committee which preceded the eristimg Foney Merketing Authority.

facts are that om duly 19th, 1950 the voting streng=> of the nor-
supplier wes raised to 2 perity with the supplier and this perity was

comtimmed when the Homey Merxeting Authcrity wes established on 1st

December 1953.

Ompege 11 paracreph 55 of the report the committee commends
the decision of the 4uthority te alter the basis of payout for the

4959 season and adds tae follceing statement "Yo foster the production
of the less <r ae honey at the expense of the payout for tne
Bore remumerctive licht homey 2dici to the Authcrity's difficulties.*
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It has been the practice of the Authority to review the basis

of payout every year and the guiding factor for the 1959 season was

the analysis of realisations referred to in paragraph 49 of the report.
It is gratifying to know that the committee agrees with the decision

for this paricular season but it is wrong to assume from the analysis
referred to that the payout for previous year was in any way incorrect
or that the new basis will be appropriate for future years. Each

year must be considered on its own merits. The Authority has never

followed the policy of subsidising the payout of one class of honey
at the expense of another class of honey.

In my foregoing comments I have expressed my feelings in

regard to two clauses of the report. I believe that the best interest
of all would be served by your releasing the report as soon as possible
to the Industry and I have no wish to press the matter to the extent

of perhaps making you feel that you should withhold the report or

delay action on its recommendations.

May I respectfully suggest, Sir, that it would be sufficient
if a covering letter from me giving my views on these two clauses

accompanied the report. If you accept this as a satisfactory
solution I would be glad to draft out such a letter for your approval
to be released with the report.

Wallace Nelson,

CHATRMAN,

FOOTNOTE:

In order to give Mr. Nelson every facility for making his

views known the Executive N.B.A. agreed to circulate the whole
of his submissions to the Minister as above.


