RETAIN FOR REFERENCE

NEW ZEALAND
HONEY MARKETING AUTHORITY

Election of Members
1967

An election of two producer Members of the N.Z. Honey
Marketing Authority will be held during SEPTEMBER, 1967.

The Members retiring by rotation are:—
J. W. FRASER, of Ryal Bush.
J. D. LORIMER, of Hamilton.

Dates in connection with the election which should be noted:—
Rolls available for inspection — 14 days from JULY 26.
Nominations close — Noon, AUGUST 16.

Poll closes — Noon, SEPTEMBER 13.

All correspondence in ¢ tion with the election should be
addressed to:—
The Returning Officer,
Honey Marketing Authority Election,
C/- Department of Agriculture,
Private Bag, Auckland.
NOT THE N.Z. HONEY MARKETING AUTHORITY.

CORPORATE BODIES AND SUPPLIERS TG PACKERS
Please note special requirements.

The Returning Officer has advised that in accordance with
the Honey Marketing Authority Regulations 1964, copies of the
roll of producers qualified to vote will be deposited at the
Department of Agriculture, Head Office, Wellington, and at
Auckland, and at the following Post Offices:—

Alexandra Gisborne Masterton Tauranga
Amberley Gore Christchurch Te Aroha
Ashburton Greymouth Motueka Timaru
Balclutha Hamilton Napier Waimate
Blenheim Hastings Nelson ‘Waipukurau
Cromwell Hokitika New ‘Wairoa
Culverden Huntly Plymouth Wanganui
Dannevirke Invercargill Oamaru ‘Warkworth
Dargaville Kaikohe Palmerston ‘Whakatane
Dunedin Kaikoura North Whangarei
Eketahuna Kaitaia Rotorua Westport

Geraldine Levin Roxburgh



The rolls will be open for public inspection during ordinary
office hours for 14 days from July 26, 1967.

The Returning Officer has advised that any person who is
remote from an office where a roll is available for inspection may
write to the Returning Officer for verification that his name is
on the roll. The full name of the person concerned should be
supplied and the enquiry should be made during the period the
roll is open for inspection.

Provision is made in the Regulations for the issue of special
voting papers where a voter’s name has been omitted from the
roll. Any such voter should make application direct to the
Returning Officer.

The number of votes which may be exercised by a voter is
based upon the amount of honey supplied and/or the amount
of levy paid over the preceding two years. This is provided for
in the first schedule of the Regulations.

Suppliers are advised that in order to qualify for votes,
consignments of honey must reach one of the Authority’s depots
by June 30, 1967.

ATTENTION CORPORATE BODIES

The attention of corporate bodies is drawn to Clause 3 of
the Schedule to the Regulations which reads as follows:—

“Any producer being a corporate body may, by writing under
its corporate seal delivered to the Returning Officer, appoint some
person whose name shall be entered on the rolls as a voter on
behalf of that corporate body.”

A form of appointment is attached and it should be noted
that a new appointment is required for each election.

ATTENTION SUPPLIERS TO PACKERS

Producers who wish to vote at the forthcoming election on
the basis of honey supplied to packers will be required to furnish
a declaration showing the amount of honey supplied. A form of
declaration is attached and when completed should be mailed
direct to the Returning Officer.



NOMINATION OF PRODUCERS’ REPRESENTATIVE ON
THE N.Z. HONEY MARKETING AUTHORITY

T (We), the undersigned voter(s), do hereby nominate
i (Full name)

i (Address)

. (Occupation)
with his consent, as a candidate at the election of persons for appointment
to the Honey Marketing Authority established by the Honey Marketing
Authority Regulations 1964.

Datediat cooliiosmien g this oo dayiof liin , 1967
Signature of VOEr .iiiciicibiaiorliin it e
Rl mame of VOter s et i s e e e s

Address of Voler s s Vsl i dianiala e s

do hereby consent to the above nomination.

Signature of Candidate

Within seven days of accepting nomination each candidate must deposit
$6 (£3) with the Returning Officer.

APPOINTMENT OF NOMINEE BY A CORPORATE BODY
TO BE ENTERED ON ELECTION ROLLS

wovieeie. (Registered Name of Body)

OF ot R e s o (AddTess)
hereby appoint.

.................................................................... (Full name)
of . (Address)
.................................................................................................. (Occupation)

as nominee, to be entered on the rolls of the Honey Marketing Authority

Election' a8 voter-on: behalf iofigard .. oo e its
(Registered Name of Body)

Dated-at -svemnsmait, , this eatvaedayiof o beaf-teto = 1967

\ / C. & M.—1a196



DECLARATION FORM
(This Declaration Form is for the use of producers who are entitled to
votes as suppliers to packers. See previous reference.)
[N THE MATTER of the Honey Marketing Authority Regulations 1964,

L

(Full name)
of

(Address)

o 3
do hereby solemnly and sincerely declare as follows:— : 2
1. That during the year ended on June 30, 1966, I supplied to

(Full name)

(Address)

(O ion), who is a packer of honey

o lbs. of honey in respect of which I did not purchase
any honey seals.

2. That during the year ended on June 30, 1967, I supplied to

..... (Full name)

of (Address)

(Occupation), who is a packer of honey

o lbs. of honey in respect of which I did not purchase
any honey seals.

AND I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same
to be true and by virtue of the Oaths and Declarations Act, 1957.

DECLARED AT

By the said

(Declarent to sign here)

(Full name)
day of

this
1967, before me

A Solicitor of the Supreme Court of New Zealand
or a Justice of the Peace.

Further supplies of these forms may be obtained from:—
THE N.Z. HONEY MARKETING AUTHORITY,
P.O. Box 2615, Auckland.



For
CONTINUED SOUND MANAGEMENT

and
STABILITY OF THE HONEY INDUSTRY

E-ELEC
Y LORIMER

Your Proven and TRUSTED Representative
AT

NEW ZEALAND
HONEY MARKETING AUTHORITY
ELECTION
1967
*
POLL CLOSES NOON 13th SEPTEMBER
To the Beekeepers of New Zealand:

g

My Record of Service . .
.+ . TO THE HONEY INDUSTRY

® Member of HM.A. since 1961 and Deputy Chair-

man.
® Member of Dominion Executive of N.B.A. for
four years.

President of South Auckland Branch of NBA.
1955.57.

Secretary of South Auckland Branch of N.BA.
944.5)

. TO THE COMMUNITY
Returned serviceman World Wor I,
Chairman of Hillcrest Normal School Committee,
1957-1963.
President of the Rotary Club of Hamilton, 1957-
1958, and Member of Board of Directors, 1955-
1959.

Member of the Vestry of St Francis’ Hillcrest.



MY INTEREST IN THE HONEY INDUSTRY

© Commerciol honey producer since 1943

@ Managing director of Hillcrest Apiaries Lid, which
operates 2000 hives.

® Today o producer, packer and SUPPLIER

SUPPLIER of 20 tons of white clover honey to

HMA. for season 196567

© Holder of Honorory Diploma in Apiculture.

1 Offer Myself for Re-election to
THE HONEY MARKETING AUTHORITY
on the following Policy Platform . . .

1. Continuation of the present seund marketing
systom
2. bw returns for p-odv:-n

obtaining returns for
l-t»v rests on .vxw Honey -‘Mlll| AHIMI,’;
e oducer-puchers.  Higher remurns can be achieved by—
(@) Producer- ,wxll'l stopping price cutti and od-
herimg #o the Authority's current schedule prices.

(B The Auhority mabing ihe Nighest possible
our i pplers. for e o home. =
", - - "-'l of iy l 't trade
Yatity pucks, and 1 gt of
u-ri" lnllmll both In Mldn. and on the

'-'ik Coust of North America.

imum possible utilisation of the Honey
»uh.q Amm packing plant 1o reduce over-



Bc. g stimu-
late informed aucussion within the industry, rather
than to offer @ cut-ond-dried blueprint for future
plonning”

to

lems ond insues relating
then B seems 1o
P

Downward Trend in Predualion

Mr Bale auribuies this f0 ihe Auhoriivy

assist in the orderly development of the hone
dustry (p. 39).

1 conmider that this dowmvard trand s maicly
to 'I%d—h‘ conditions and chan s
pracuce, both of which are beyond A..u-m,ﬁ
control
Mr Bale admits the first problem in his paper
8

(»

Plant and
l-l‘u a --I nlu- - sl'll
output of 00 tons, this overhead cost
Mlllh—mu‘ vihllvhh‘!h'

Decentralisation of Authority's Packing
s allocate tenders
hMrhll mq'!)u ) Sy

»

“ blends
m -—“m.ﬂn
e :’-nhnhd-hin’n-‘.-bn:
mlw

%.1

il
i
!
z




Mr Bale siaies (p. ) that an immediate sving of
oot 14005 Feight coms achieved if
he Rtority liocated Senders 1o packers in cach pio-
ducion ares. However, reference lo the Authorty's

966 Accounts for Freight and Cartage shows (h
20 being % e
ocal sales ling and distribution ¢
ol sl f and Casiage 5773%
eight on transiers from depots (0 », ck
i d < Egieses - 56836
The first item cannot be eliminated by moving the
site of packing
Speciality Pocks
Mr Bale scems (0 be under the misapp
that individual flofa) source Honeys are minor
he Athority. is_developing

tity (p. 39) when in
casing

market in_retail packs of
these. honeys which ars commanding prices consistently
in advance of those obtained for clover blends

Advertising

In planning its advertising, the Authority has ac-

the advice of experienced advertising specialists

o how o, get the most eflective resulls from 3 limied

budget. Yet Mr Bale describes (p. 49) these expjrt
methods 45 “red and orthodox”.

Local Selling Agent's Commission

s is the cost of selling the A..m.u..y. product
1o the retailer and is probably less per pound than the
cont ‘ncarred by thost packers wha themseives deliver
w0 retailers

Mr Bale A under rhe illusion that costs can
be eliminated (p. 53), but obviously this is not so.

espite lm various suggestions for reducing or

output through increased utilisation of the Auyhomys
existing assets.

1 would urge YOU 1o cast YOUR vote for the
present sound policy of the Authority rather
than throw it away on what can only be described
s & gamble.
Yours faithfully,
J. D. LORIMER.

*
VOTE

JOHN DUDLEY LORIMER
NOW

*
POLL CLOSES NOON WEDNESDAY, 13th SEPTEMBER



Fellow Beckeopers:

Every Elcctor, including my two opponcnts will have reccived my clection
manifesto - 211 mailed 2t the same time.

It isregrettable that circumstences have arisen which make it necessary

to contact ycu all again. ‘Uhothor this circuler has any bearing on the
outcome of the olection is not the only matter of importance. The plain
fact is that if I had known that Masscy University would have been smoared
with the politics of our Industry, I would not have supported tho Study
that our Whangarei Conference asked for and Arataki Apiarios Limitcd paid
for. It has clearly beon implicd that tho cards arc not all on the table
relating to the timing of the Study. I cortainly wented it before us at
this time if possible. Surcly this is logical. But it so happens that
Mr. and Mrs Bale arc leaving noxt month for Anerica. Thoy are to teke up
positions with Iowa State University, so obviously for porsonal rcnsons
the Study could not have been allowed to drag on.

A more extonsive and expensive study could have been benoficial but this
docs not moan that a great deal of work by woll qualificd persons has

not gone into this projocts I havc sought opinions from Massey lecturcrs
on a number of occasions over the past few ycars and specific rescerch for
the Study began in January last. My opponents are clearly not worried
about any wezkness of tho Study, but how the strength of it may affeot
their chances in the election. Thair position on the Authority docs scem
to mean pathctically much to them, but beckecpers and their families must
be able to make a living. No election manifosto from Mr. Frascr to me
has been reccived. He is apparently running truc to fomm, as the last
time he was a candidate he mailed his document of doubtful merit to only
a solected scotion of the voters. Mr. Lorimor has at lcast forwardod

me his manifesto, rcceived 29th August, but Mr. Bzle did not reccive the
courtesy of a copy. Like Mr. Fraser, Mr. Lorimer sccms very conccrned
that the Study was planned to be complcted at what scems to me to be a most
appropriate timc.

Looking at Mr. Lorimer's menifesto and a copy of Mr. Fraser's, (sont to me
by 2 friend), it is very hard to know what they would have found to write
about without this Study before them. It is very significant that ncither
of them make any comment on my cloarly stated policy and my clearly defined
suggestions for implomenting that policy. Do thoy proposc to got thomsclves
clocted and then use my policy? Arc thoy capable of implomenting it if they
can sce no merit in thoe most comprehcnsive and valuable assessmont cver
placed beforc our industry?

Mr. Lorimer has of course written himself up as YOUR PROVEN /D TRUSTED
REPRESENTATIVE. I have worked on the Authority with both Mr. Fraser
and Mr. Lorimer and you have my assurance that you can trust them both
to continuc rendoring the seme type of service (?) in the futurc as thoy
havo rondercd in the past. You =1so have my assurance that whon thoy
show more onthusinsm in collccting dollars for the Industry and less
onthusiasm in collecting votes for themsclves, or getting themsclves on
hoaven knows how many Committecs, it will bc plenty soon cnough to entrust
to either of thom thc responsibility of running your business. If you
decids to elect me, you arc still stuck with onc of them. I cannot sce
that it matters which one, so I have run a line through both their names
on the voting paper. The voting paper docs not nake it clear that this
is a valid procedure, but it should.

My opponents seem to be depending on the techinque used in the "Kimpton
round" to brosk down any constructive proposals that would 1ift the
industry out of the rut in which they rccline on o substantial honor—
arium. They make no proposals, but Mr. Lorimor, after six years in
office promiscs to "consider" in October, if you clect him now.



Boliove Mr Fraser's apporent suggoation that
puak Nassoy Univeraity around, thay showld
would bo just tho Horcules the Industyy novda

Nr Frasor's statoment that Mr Bale is of Hawelook North is mot
correct, as the oledtoral roll will shows I had mever mot Mr Bale
bofore the industry had declared ite intoreat in a Nassoy Study. Nr
Bala's parents liwe in Hawelock North, dut to the doat of my knowlodge
T hawe mover met them oither.

It would not B wise for tho Industry to deliowe that I try % puah
ny follow dockeopors arounds  For inatance, Nr lorimor appoars
qualifiod for 3O votos on dobalf of his Company as showm on the
oll asde availablo for inapection. On tho Supplementary Roll, whiok
is not gunorally availadle for inspoction, wo now find that Nr Lorimer
qualifies for 30 more votos on his own dohalfs  If I had used tho samo
tactics I would have won the last eleotion, dut I do mot think s
oandidate sdould use multiple voting to eleot himself. I will coast 30
votes for Arataki Apiaries. No othor votos will de used, although my
Company has had a total production of dotweon 400 tons and 500 tons of
bonay ovor the last two yoars. Tho mattor of HOW we win is stild
alTMt. Without recognition of this faot the industry omn mower

N

Nr Frasor, dofore he reaches the half way mark in dis atatomont, writes
"Finally, I would like to say a word about tho narketing study made at
Massay University dy a Nr Balo of Hawolook North and finanoced Yty
Arataki Apiarios, and whiok acoording to Nr Rorry's adwertisement in
the August "Bookoopor™ he intends to use as tho dasis of his poliay
statomont®, This is also mot correct. Ny Joumal statoment reads
“ay election manifesto will B bdased on a poliqy of reducing marketing
costs and achioving an cconomic price for honay at the point of
oxtraction®. Tho nood for this policy was sticking out 2 nilo and what
I wanted from tho Massqy Study was a load on how this poliay could doat
bo applicds I made usd of that leads I ofton seek profossional adwice
much of which I pay for and some of which I cooopt.

Nr Fresor statos "In a lettor 46 the Authority, Nr Balo regrots that
this 'doadline' for pudlic-tion did mot pormit a ohook of hia facte"

This is also mot corruot, as what Nr Bale really said in his ocourtesy
lottor to the Gonoral Nanagor wast

"I rogret that owing to the deadline for complotion doing so clom I
was wnablo to discuss tho ocontonts of this Study with you dofoxe it
was printod. Howover I trust it ia faootually correct and if you wowld
lmhﬁmmmtotndnmxLhr.nbarxww&no'.
Nr Sale's roforence to “factually correot™ rolated to the altornative
nDarketing policies whioh he put forwand, and cortainly mot o the faota
upon which his oonclusions worc dased.  If Nr Frascr had said “pomit
S e e e e TR
of his statomont would hawe Qv have boon related
the truth.

Groat omphasis is placed by my oppononts upon Nr Bale's apparent “orror*
in assessing hpnﬁn\hn on plant and buildings at 108,  The Qalowlations
on page 37 are made to illustrate tho relative difforencos in coats
botwoon tho Authority and a sudstantial private packory the actual . [ .
dopreciation rate used boing only of adademio intorvst. Whother 108 or

1% had boon used in the onloulations, the relatiwe rolotionahip dotwoon

the Authority and the packer would of coursc have roncined tho samos



£ HONEY MARKETING AUTHORITY

/ ELECTION OF PRODUCER REPRESENTATIVES

AX OPEN LE TER TO PRODUCERS

J. W. FRASER.

YOU ARs ENTITLED TO VOSE : DO SO AND DO IT NOW.

1 ekeepers
B e SV ETy I ta TR R Y au »l nenhlaata Frr ciesid
es one of your reprsentstives on your marxeting
orgenisstion, I am content to stand on my record. of service.

Since 1953, with the exception of one yesr, I nheve held office on cne o
other if the two Mationsl Bodies, the Dominion Erecutive, or the % M. A. ad
can I think, fairly cleim to hrve & good tsprrecistion of rroducers problems

both from the production and : ting points of view.

If you ccnsider oy experi 8 of any value to you, I sm st your servic

for 8 further term,

In view of the srpErsimitix res-onsibility I heve hed over the last two

yeers, to reprt to the industry s “heirmen of the Authority, I feel thst

eny etterrt on my reart to indulge in electicneerin: proparends xsxif kK
65 33 X BEEXINZEIligenex st this stoge

would te & weste of my time end an insult to your intelligence.

iy sddresc to the recent Conference of the N.E.A is & matter of recordy

whet I se1d then, I stend by now,&s beinz, together with the other

nformetion aveilsble to producers, & fair sa 4 sc. rete steeuent of e
ections, schievements end views.

Since Conference, the Authority hes been unde soue pressure froa the
Audit “epartment, of sll reople, to present our An uel “ccouts 11 &
shortened form: this is being resisted, end sc long &s 4 represent yo:
will continue to be resisted: with other nembers of the present / uthority,
I beleive thet rroducers sre entitled to the fullest possib'e 1 foru tiom

Finglly, I wou d like to uz 8 word about the merketing study mede &t
dogsey versityxxfinanenixhy #rataktzApis lesx by & Mr Sele of
Heveloc "‘orth end financed by “retaxi Aplaries, and which, sccording to
Nr Berry's edvertisement in th /ugust “"Beckeeper" he intedds to use as
the Yesis of his policy stetement.

In & letter to the Authority, ¥he Senior lecturer in Age Scnonics
et %sgsey rretefully ecknovledgzes the fsgdstance given Ly the Authority
to ¥r Pale, and stetes thet in his opinion the reference by Mr Berry




© the Authority's @lleged unwilli to ge ' inde
czc::xnc appre uay is & little unfair,
ThEx %

Mr Bele's report- which I hoe cen be mede availsble to everyone- is
en ineresting end stisulating work, end makes suggestions -n policy metters
most f which hcve been the subject of debrte by the A thority end the indusry
generelly over the yenrs, .

Its velue &s & basis for policy cen best be judged by the euthor s own
comments'.... more det ile work is required both in the colectizn of -
statistice end in the anaslyeis of them before eny of the policys su rested
can be quelified with eng deg of sccurecy, It is, for exsmyle impossible
to know wh-t quantity should ‘e place! on the locel merket end what quantity
should te exporte ' in order to gain themaximum return by market
discri mination, without knowing such fects es the elesticity of dem:nd
for eech grede of honey on the local and export zr-rkqu .

xtx These facts, of course, are the ‘uthority s constent
preoccupetion in determining policy. Mr “cle concl des; ' this study
hes obvious limitations end is intended to stimulete informed discussion
within the industry reth r then to offer & cut and dried blueprint for

future plenning.'

Thasexshxipusxiixtkstimms In & letter to the Authority, Mr “sle regrets
thet his ' deadline' for publication did not permit & check of his facte.
You might , a8 I do, who , or what circumstence, imposed e deadline
which did4 not permit such & check- and the obvious limitation
xyxiex admitted by Mr Bele are highlighted by such inaccur cjes as
a figure ﬁoud on page 37 of the study, where a derreciation of 10%
is shown. fect, end as shown in the annual report for anyons to see,
the depreciation on the Authority s concrete building is et 1%, the

difference being something like £8,000. Any argument bese on such grosg
insccurccies ust be suspect, especially if the deedlis metioned by Nr Bale
happens to coincidd with e ection of producer represent-tives.

Gentlemen, I am not relying on eny ecedemic discuss on,sBceed on & hasty
end insccurate study, for your support.As I said eerlier, if such experience
end ability es I have is of any value to you, I em et your service.



&)

Fellow Besckeeperss

In again offering my services to the industry as a producer representative
on the I.Z. Honey Marketing Authority 1 would remind electors of my bagic

TO PUT MOKE MONEY IN THE POCKETE OF NEW ZEALAWD PRODUCERS.

The beekeeping industry in New Zealand is sick. Instead of production
increasing and returns to beekeepers improving, the national honey output
is declining and returne falling. And production will continue to decline
unless the financisl returns from beeckeeping are made attractive enough to
encourage expansion of hive holdings and improved production methods. The
General Manager of the Authority is to be congratulated on his realistic
appraisal of the industry's difficulties in the May "Journal",

WHY 18 BEEKEEPING ON THE DECLINE?

We are all well aware of the answer - bec, 17 Y Y
.

There is no escaping the fact that the activities of the H.M.A. dominate
the beckeeping industry. The in-tank value of honey in New Zealand is
dictated by the H.M.A. pay-out price., Unless and until the H.M.A. 1ifts
its pay-out, or until’ some alternative to the present setup is devised, we
cannot hope for an imp t in the en of our industry,

WHY 18 THE HM.A. PAY-OUT 80 LOW?

I am satisfied that the pay-out is well below what could and should be
achieve:

.
Factors which contribute to the low return includes

1+ The failure of the H.M.A.' to pursue the most economic channels for
the sale of our exports.

2, The excessive costs incurred by the HJM.A. in relation to the amount
of noney which it handles.

3. The y costs 1 d in the administration of the Authority's
affaire,




WHAT SHOULD THE H.M.A.'s FUNCTION BE?

I have always recognised that the Authority has a place in the
beekeeping industry.

I consider that the Authority should continue to regulate exports
in the same manner that it now regulates comd honey exports, thus
ensuring that:

(a) New Zealand honey is not offered on export markets at ocut
prices.

(b) No honey is exported in a condition that will damage the
name of the New Zealand product.

(@) Sufficient honey is retained in New Zealand to promote
orderly marketing and to ensure that no grounds exist for
imports.

Under this form of H.M.A. control, the direct export of comb honey
from producers to buyers has proved particularly successful. This
is evidenced by the fact that comb honey exports during the past five
years show an increase of 500% over the previous five, and at
substantially higher prices.

The H.M.A. renders a service to the industry in providing an assured
outlet for honey which the producer does not wish to pack or sell to
another packer. There is no need however for the Authority to provide
elaborate and costly packing facilities to handle this comparatively
small quantity of honey. Why not operate a system of regional packing
by tender, as suggested in the Massey University's study of the industry?

WHAT WILL I DO IF ELECTED?

I shall use my best endeavours to achieve my basic objective - better
retums for honey proiucers. With this in mind I will propose:

1. That packing at Auckland for domestic markets be phased out over
a period in favour of more economic procedures such as packing by
tender.

2. That the Authority's property and plant in Auckland be disposed of
as soon as a satisfactory sale can be negotiated. Substantial
savings in interest and other overheads will thus be achieved.

3. That the Authority cease to physically handle exports as soon as
the present commitment can be terminated, in favour of the procedure
I have outlined.

4. That a substantial cut be made in the honoraria being paid to
Authority members, to reduce payments to a level which can be
Justified by the time and responsibility involved.

5. I will oppose any suggestion that the H.M.A. retain packing plant
to supply retail packs to overseas markets, becauset 2

(a) The volume would be insufficient to Justify the overheads.
(b) The high cost of New Zealand containers compared with those

made in the United Kingdom would lace
a4 ; P us at an immediate



(c) The surplus honey available for export to such a market
will fluctuate so greatly as to make continuity of
supply impracticable.

(d) The freight costs on packed lines are too high.

(e) The honey would deteriorate in quality during the long
delay between packing and consumption.

If elected I will endeavour to have applied by the H.M.A. the same
standards of business that I have encouraged in the development of

my own Company. I will in the future, as in the past, use my best
endeavours to see that honey producers are not penalised by the effects
of allergic guinea pigs, erring Ministers or affluent agents.

In the past you have used your democratic rights to elect to the H.M.A.
members whom I think you would hesitate to ask to operate you own
individual businesses; but whom you apparently felt had the necessary
qualifications to operate the collective business of all producers.

I have had no experience in kissing electors' babies but I do know how
to market honey profitably - for you as well as for my own company.

To achieve this I must have not only your vote, but also active support
in a campaign to break down the barriers of both business incompetence
and political humbug that have for too long hindered the progress of
beekeeping in New Zealand.

//
m~7/
Havelock North,

18th August, 1967. Percy Berry.

With this policy statement I enclose a report on a study of the marke ting
of New Zealand honey, undertaken by Massey University. This study should
make a very real contribution towards a better understanding of the
problems facing our industry today.

On page 58 of this study Mr. Bale rightly draws attention to an error I

made in "Recorded Opinion 1965". However, in subsequent statements,
including my 1966 election manifesto, the position has been correctly

stated.



EXTRACT FROM "THE FINANCIAL TIMES®
THURSDAY AUG. 10th 1967
A BITTER TASTE OF CHINESE
HONEY FOR AUSTRALIA
Honey is flowing into Britain from Chi;
owi na at a rat i i
to the traditional suppliers. About 14,000 cwﬁ ifwgll:g

unknown in the United Kingdom
of this year.

nese honey - a Product almost
a few years 280 - has arrived in the first six months

The main sufferer is Australia, which last year supplied 105,

3 e 000 .- e
@ third of Britzin's record intake of 292,000 cwt from 32 co Sl S mosei i

untries.
According to grade, Chinese honey has been selling withi
‘ € within a bracket of 70-80s for
the kind of medium amber honey Australia offers for blending o: i
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The Australians are also feeling the draught on their home ground as well, for a
leader of their honey industry recently appealed for legislation to curb Chinese
imports, which, he said, were threatening beeckeepers with ruin.

What makes it worse for Australia is that her honey was rumning into trouble even
before China stepped up her exports, for Australia has not yet completely discarded
the chaos she has been trying to throw off since the industry's big attempt at
reform began five years ago with the formation of the Australian Honey Board, the
adoption of better export standards and production methods and the mounting of a
promotion campaign which has gained the product in Britian a degrec of success once
thought impossible.

PRICING POLICY

The Australians, however have not yet becen able to produce a pricing policy to
match their progress in other directions. Some misjudgement here was seen a few
months ago when they pitched the value of their biggest-selling light amber honey
at 120s a cwt - possibly through misinformation from individual apiarists bop%ng
to win more by feigning shortages - when cemparable Argentinian honey was available
for 85s a cwt, and Mexican for 95s. - 100s.

Since then, the Australian minimum price for light amber has been reduced to 117s
in carly July and to 112s. 6d. at the end of the same month, and, although produce‘:rs
say they need at least 110s. a cwt for a reasonable return, they may have to do with
less before matters improve.

Argentinian prices on the other hand, have been firming as the delivery season comes
t:‘gean end, ripsing the past month or so by about £10 a ton. Mg)dcgn honey! a °1°se.t
alternative to Australian, is undergoing a steady lox}g\-tem rise in quantity, quality
and price. After climbing steeply, imports of Canadian prepacked honey reached a
peak in 1965 and have levelled off at about 800 tons.

In the end, the Chinese and other challenges currgntly di;tgrb1ng t:xi Aui::::ax:f
honey producers may be a blessing by hastening' price §tab?11ty and t: pran Lo
upgrading their honey so that a higher proport}on of it rises gbovebate omagif e
this kind of competition is important. There is some spec\lalatmn 1 St

lower Australian grades may be dropped, lecaving them to Chinese.

In the long-term it looks as though the Australian pro?\uccrs mtght s:gugo‘t'hzfl:::d
pf price levels they want, for the British honey appet:'uta has begun o
many years of being static — a trend confirmed by the mpor‘t fxguret:m sl
half of this year - and importers arc buying with more confidence e:

i e - cereal
Another source of encouragement is the proliferation of new :s\.: f:z h;g:ythecnew
baby foods, and the like, from grades where competition is strongest,
British upswing applies to both table and factorys

hankful that

Meanwhile Austrelian, Argentinian and Mexican producers can ﬂ::b?: ;or e
Chinese honey, because of a strange incompatibility, is unsui
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