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Provixcrrr, Couscin.—Mr J. DBireh, in
answer to an influentisl requisifion, has coun-
sented to offer himself as a candidate for the
scat vacated by Mr Wylde.

THe SupPerINTENDENT.—We are glad to
hear that his Honor the Superintendent is
progressing favourahly towards recovery. He
will probably return by the Rangitoto.

Boat Race.— The mateh between the
C.#.C.’s Nameless and A.R.C.’s Arial, noticed
in Monday’s issue, as to be rowed on the
Avon on the 7th proximo, is not likely to
take place.

VorLuxtTeer InsprcrioN.—The monthly
inspection of the Christchurch corps will
take place this evening at the Drill Shed by
Liecut.- ol. Packe. In anticipation of the
proposed encampment, more extended move-
men 8 will be gone through than on ordinary
occasions, and each man will be served with
twenty rounds of blank cartridge.

Mar or Caxtersury.—The public will
be glad to notice that the Chamber of Com-
merce are so far interesting themselves in
the province asto advertise a magnpificent
Government survey map, ‘handsomely
mounted, shewing the pastoral™ runs, and
coloured to show the Road Board districts,
&c. It appears, also, that the Chamber of
Commerce undertake to mount maps.
¥ Furemasonry.—By the last Panama mail
has arrived the patent from the Grand-
master of England, the Earl of Zetland,
constituting and appointing William Donald,
Tisq., Resident Magistrate, of Lgyifelton,
District Grand Master of C:Lnterbury.f We
are informed that the ceremony of-métalla-
tion will take place on or about the 16th
December, the anniversary of the settle-
ment.

ALTERATION OF THE MARKET Day.—The
opponents of this movement are preparing a
memorial to the directors of the banks
carrying on busintss in Christchurch, re-
[westing _them to keep their respective
establishments opén wuntil--three o’clock on
Saturday afternoon. They point out the
advantages which would thereby accrue to
all classes, and urge the greater suitability of
any other day in the weck for a half-
holiday.
k&ccrdnmmmmn.—ult is exceedingly gra-
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UIYINg 10 TINAd That ohe uhamper or Lom-
merce has extended its operations beyond
the dry regions of statistics into the pleasant
field of acclimatization. Their first effort
has been in the direction of frogs, a consign-
ment of which has arrived in a lively condi-,
tion by the Alhambra. Irom frogs the
Chamber has jumped to bee, and an impor-
tation of Ligurian bees is said to be on the
way. These bees are much larger than the
common bee, and have a propensity for
making honey not only every day, but during
a portion of the night too.  The labours of
the Chamber of Commerce must be highly
appreciated by the Acelimatization Society.,
Tiue Raiwway Reserves—We are glad
to notice that the merchants who have leased
the Railway Reserves for huilding purposes
are commencing operations upon them. Mr
J. Bailey is engaged in the ercction of a
commodious store, and intends putting up
another of still larger dimensions, The
foundations are to be of stone to about 3
feet 6 inches above the ground, and the re-
maining portions of galvanised iron. Messrs
Wood Drothers will follow shortly with
two other stores of a similar desecription.,
When these are finished, together with that
of Mesars Miles and Co., on a picce of free-
hold adjoining, the vicinity of the goods
department at thoe Railway Station will as-
sume quite a business air ; and the want of
storage, which has been so long expericnced,
will be materially alleviated.
. Farar Accipext. —-We are sorry to record
an accident which terminated fatally, to sir
Baker, dairyman, an old resident at Lyttel-
ton. It appears from the statement of
Mr Julian, that yesterday  morning
he accompanied the deceased as far
as the head of the bay for a ride, and
that in returning he was a few yards in
advance of deceased. When near the house
of the custodian of the bathing shed, the
dececased’s horse came up without its rider.
He caught the horse, and on turning round,
he saw deceased lying upon the ground.
He spoke to him, but obtained no answer,
and observing that blood was flowing from
a wound on his head, Mr Julian immediately
rode into Lyttelton for assistance. Dr Mot-
ley was speedily in attendance, and ordered
the removal of the deceased to his own



house, Drs Donald and Rouse also atten-
ded, but the dececased never rallied, and cx-
pired at nine o’clock last night. The cause
of death was ascertained to be a fracture of
the baseof the skull. An inquest was held
this afternoon, before W. J. 5. Coward, Iisq.,
coroner, at the Albion Hotel. A verdict of
“ Accidental death’ was returned,



TeE GOVERKOR.—The New Zealand Ad-
vertiser, of (ct. 26th, states:—His Excellency
Nir G. Bowen will go to Wanganui about the
9th November. The Hon. J, C. Richmond
and the Hon. Col, Haultain will accompany
him. Shortly after his return to Wellington
His Fxcellency will leave for Nelson aud
other places in the Middle Island, making a
tour of five or six weeks. Owing to thes:ate
of Lady Bowen’s health, she is reluctantly
compelled to refrain from accompanying His
Excelleney in his Southern tour, and will go
to Auckland about the same time a8
the Governor proceeds to the South. His
lixcellency will not accompany Lady Bowen
to Auckland,

Heatncote VoLuxteers.—No 8 Company
paraded on Saturday night, near the Railway
Station at the Valley, and after being in-
spected, by Major Rookes were marched,
headed by their band, to a paddock near
Capt. Holmes’ house. They were here put
through ~a variety of movements, and
fired several rounds of blank cartridge.
On the termination of their drill, Captain
ITolmes addressed the Company, informing
them that in all probability this would be the
last time Major Rookes would drill them,
feeling assured they would all regret it, as
he himself did. He then called for three
cheers for the gallant Maujor, which was res-
ponded to in a manner that did credit to the
lungs of the tompanv, the banl playing
| “For he’s a jolly good fellow.” MaJGr
Rookes briefly returned thanks for their
kindness, and trusted the Company would
ever rcetain their good name as thorough
volunteers. The band, under the abl: tuition
of Mr McKenna, V.U, (of Waikato fame),
are rapidly improving, and no doubt will
shortly take their place as one of the best
bands in the province.

Proressor Fawapavr —Ilis discoveries are
unrivalled in their Importance and variety,
and the example of his life and character
beyond all estimation. The piety of his mind,
and his personal modesty should exalt his
memory as much as the thought of his vast
intellectual resources, and the skill and
' patience with which he brought them to bear
'Il[}t}!‘l the phyesical problems offered to him
' for solution. = was the greatest of expe-




L rimental philosophers, and looking to those
of his researches which have borne imme-
diate fruit, he may be justly classed with the
foremost bencfactors of mankind; for the
advantages arising from the practical appli-
cation of electrical science, can hardly be
ieemed inferior to those derived from the use
of the printing press, or of the steam engine.
But it was in this. view that Faraday
himself most preferred to be regarded. In
the true nobility and far reahing sweep ot
his genius, truth was the constant cynosure
of his voyage across the phenomenal ocean—
towards and by that light he always steered
his course, If utility followed in the wuke
of pure discovery, so much the better ; bu-
utility was not to be the first object of th.
adventure. His whole private life was an
illustration of this. ‘['itle and wealith were at
his commnd ; and if he had chosen 10 carry
his knowledge and reputation to the markets
where gold, to get more gold, buys brains, no
limit can be assigned to the riches that would

 have been within his grasp. But he chose the
b=tter part; he died as he had lived ; plain

I*.-iilc:hmall Faraday ; aod kept himself pure
and unspott-d from the world.

AvoNx Roap Boarp.—An ordinary meet-
ing was held at the Board office, on Monday
morning. Present: Messrs Laine, Abbot,
Joyce, and Norman, In the absence of ur
Peacock, Mr Abbot was voted to the chair.
The minutes of last meeting were read and
confirmed. The clerk reported the credit
balance at the bank to be £168 6s 11d. The
Surveyor reported that the improvements to

t. Albans roud had been completed during
the week, and that the men are now employed
clearing out a drain on Preston’s road, and
putting in two culverts on Harris’ road, He
also stated that he had communicated
with 3r Rhodes respecting the Horseshoe

Lake drain, and received a reply to the effect
that he had no intention of expending more
money on it at present, and requesting that
when the whole of the £300 had been laid

out, the Board would forward him a certi-

ficate to that cffect. The report was decmed
satisfactory. The clerk was directed to
acknowledge Mr Rhodes’ letter, and comply
with the terms of it when practicable. The

following tenders for metalling the Sawyers’
Arms road wera onened and sanciderad .
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Bridgley and Tong, 4s 6d per yard, Lewis
and Philpot, 4s 5d, B. Monk, 4s 3d, J. Wid-
dington, 5s 2d, T, Claridge, 4s 6d, T. F.
Partridge, 5s 24d, Tacon and Banks, 45 11}d,
John Foster, 45 11d. The tender of B.
Monk was accepted. On considering the
expenditure of the balance of the Horse-
shoe Lake drainage prant, the Surveyor
was ordered to have the drain deepened at
ounce, the expense not to exceed 14s per
chain. A petition was read from persons
residing on Daniels’ Accommodation road,
asking for that thoroughfare to be formed.
| It was resolved that the resolution passed by
' by the Board on the 11th of May last—that
'the petitioners should first pay one third of
the cost—should be adhered to, and the
clerk was directed to reply to that effect. A
letter was read from the Christchurch
Borough Council, requesting the Board to
obtain information as to the views of the
farmers resident in the district, respecting
the proposed alteration of the market day,
The clerk was requested to collect the infor-
mation as correctly and expeditiously as pos-
sible. A letter was also read from the
honorary sceretary of the Acclimatization
Society, soliciting a contribution towards
the importation of insectivorous birds, The
clerk was instructed to acknowledge its
receipt, and express the regret of the Board
at their inability to apply any portion of their
funds to that purpose. The surveyor was
directed to have all gorse impeding traffic on
the North road removed. 7The clerk was in-
structed to collect the statistics of growing
crops, required by the Government, during
the ensuing month. Accounts amounting to
£119 155 4d were ordered to be paid,




CoLoNEL M‘DoxNELL.—It appears that this
officer has been p:rmnitted to withdraw his
resignation, and has received thiree months’
leave of absence on domestic reasons. Col.
M'Donnell was a passenger from Wanganui
in the ps. Sturt,

~EMI-OFFICIAL~—Under the absve head,
the Well:ngton Independent contains the fol-
lowing: —Mr Fitzherbert has not been sus-
cesful in his attempt to exchange Provineial
debentures bearing a hizh rate of interest,
for colon:al bornds. Of the former £500,000
were offered, and only £145,000 worth were
applied for on the terms proposel. He has
consequently been obliged to extend the
pericd of application for colonial bonds in
exchange for provincial debentures, and this
will prolong his stay in London longer than
he anticipated, No intelligence has been re-
ceived by the Government by this mail relu-
tive to the removal of the 18th Royal [rish
from New Zealand,

BANKING 1N NEW ZEALAND.—The Banker's
Magazine has an article on this subject from
which we extract the following:—"The
branch banks of the colony have from their
own resources been able to transact large
operations in gold, and to stimulate pas'or.]
cand agricultural pursuits. ‘They have not
'heen without losses, sometinics indeed heavy

| ‘and disastrous, but the long experience in ;h:'
' other colonies and great ability of manage

" meant have carried them ruecessfully through
all the trying epoch of New Zealand, by
enabling them to establish a business, which
with highly remunerative rates, justifies cer

tain risks which are almost inevitable to the
position they occupy. There has beena great
decline in sheep farming, not only from the
' fall in wool, but the au;:u.mbﬂniuut supply of
'animals fnr the markets of the colony, which
have especially affected some of the larges:
customers of banks ; besides which it has
been no easy task at all times satisfactorily
to conduct financial affnirs amidst local wars,
a greatly varying expenditure on the part of
Governments, and an import market fre-
quently disturbed by gluts, by a migratory
population, and by values subject to enormons
fluctuations.  Although baunking has becen
generally prosperous, certain counteracting
featurcs show that the course of busiuess has




not always been smooth or succeasstul,

Mr. Disraert 1¥ Tiie House.—The fate of
a great State institution is under discussion,
The scals of office, the highest prizes of
English ambition, depend upon the division.
The whole of the Assembly is in a state of
tumultuous excitement. Iivery nerve is at
its highest tension. The very atmosphere is
electrical, Where is Mr Disraeli ? There,
on that magical bench, which General Peel
proposes to send to the British Museum with
an imscription anything but  compli-
mentary to either of our great poli-
ticai parties. He 1is surrounded by
his colleagues, Mr Hardy, Lord Stan-
ley, Sir John Pakington, and Sir Stafford
Northeote. Mr Lowe is on his legs, He is
assailing the right hon. gentleman in his
russet Saxon, and in those clear ringing
tones of his, the very tones of scorn and
hatred. Every sarcasm is barbed. How the
Opposition cheer | Mr Hardy is flushed and
restless. Lord Stanley knits his brows closer.
Sir John Pakington smiles now and then
from sheer gaity of heart; but even his
smile is tinged with a little bitterness, Sir
~tafford Northcote shuffies about in his
seat. One man, and one man alone, i
calm and self-possessed. To Mr Disraeli
all  these barbed epigrams are only
figures of speech, all that invective only an
orpnament of debate. Silent, iinpassive, with
his arms folded across his chest, his eyes fixed
on the ground, Mr Disraeli is the personifica-
tion of scorn and contempt. You will trace
no feeling in that dark, brooding countenance,
It is as statuesque as the face of the Sphinx.
Mr D-sraeli possesses the mysterious art
which distinguished Napoleon Bonaparte—
the ar- of concealing his emotions and
thoughts as perfectly as a Red Indian
under torture. You can read his face no
more than you read 2 mask. It is expres-
stonless, Hour after hour the debate goes
on, speaker follows speaker. DBright rises;
and Mr Disraeli turng his eyeglass to the
clock, which is a mere mechanical act, per-
haps only an excuse to take a look at the
orator. (rladstone follows. The House is at
its highcst pitch of excitement., How will
the division go ? What can Disraeli say ?
There he is at the table. He stands like a
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of foes. He runs his eye over the House,
perhaps takes a glance at the galleries as the
House cheers. There is an expression of
pride in the slight play of his eye. Mr
Disraeli knows his power. “ I am the Leader
of the Tory party;” that, perhaps,
is the interpretation of his smile. As
the echo of the cheering dies away
Mr Disrieli casts his eyes upon the
table, and in quict, composed tones begins his
reply, ‘There is no passion, no impatience
about him. He is strong, and conscious of
his strength, Ilis self possession is like that
of Lord Monmouth., Neither an earthquuke
nor & Reform Bill can upset it. 1e states in
exact terms the precise nature of the motion
before the House, reviews the arguments of
the right hon. pgentleman the member
for South Lancashire or Calne, hits
them off in a few terse and telling
sentences, and then turns to the personal
parts of their speeches, This is where he
makes his play.  Mr Disraeli has no match
in the arts of satire and invective, and he
knows it. Raising his voice and shifting his
position, he turns with a gentleness that has
a touch of superb artifice in it to the person
he is speaking of, now to Mr Gladstone,
now to Mr DBright, then to Mr Lowe;
and his arrows are instantly flying
in all directions, The tone of voice
and the manner are exquisite. Lvery stroke
tells, Every arrow goes straight to its mark.
Keen as a Damascene sword, speaking in
tones of withering sarcasm, using picturesque
and striking phrases, rarely rising into what
is called eloquence, yet easy and fluent, he is
the Paladin of debate; and woe to the man
who crosses his path |



- Quarrz  CrusHIXG CoOMPANY. — Major
Heaphy, V.C.,, M.G.A., hag initiated a schema
of this character. The capital is to be £2600,
to be raised by 200 shares of £10. The
operations of the company ure to be at the
Thames. It is said that a number of pentle-
men In Wellington have taken shares in the
propozel company.

SUBMARINE CanrLe.—Intimation has been
received at Hobart Town, of the arrival in
London of Captain Gilmore, the agent for
'ismania in the matter of the submarine
cable across Bass’s Straits, Captain Gilmore
has taken steps to expelite the cable, and
hopes that it will be ready for shipment
towards the end of January, or the beginning
of February next. Should this be the case
the cable will be ready for use in April.

Narrow Escare.—This morning a little
boy aged 15 months, named James, the
adopted child of Mr Collier, Dampier’s Bay,
had a narrow escape from drowning. It ap-
pears that the child was only missed & few
minutes, and when Mrs Collier sought it, she
found it had fallen into a hole in the water
gully. The child was insensible when taken
up. Restoratives were resorted to, we are
glad to say with effect. Dr J. T. Rouse was
quickly in attendance, but his services, for-
tunately were not required.

R Scuarer  Agamv—dchiifer, the German
traveller, eame to Now Zealand, it wonll
sppear, for some purpeose.  While in thae
Upper Thames district he became enas vured
of a youthful Maori damsel—a charming
* Lizzy” —with ,whom he entered into the
holy bonds of matrimony.  After pursuning a
course of conduct which in any civilised
community would ba characterised by the
significant word ¢ lonfing,” Mrs Schiifer up-
pears to hdve become jealous, and she was
taken away from her “lord and mas'er” by
her friends, Ultimately a jury was em-
panneled to investigate the matter, when
Judgment Q?s given against Schifer for the
recovery of certain paltry articles. The
whole affair appears to have becn very
amusing, but very disgraceful so far as ths
conduct of the* celebrated German traveller
is concerned. The result was that Schiifer
wans bundled off ou "his travels-by the first
spportunity, and it was lucky he escaped so



weil, =

LecrureE.—Last night Dr Haast delivered
the first of a series of lectures on geology
at the Literary Institute, to- 2 numerous
audience. Mr T. Nottidge occupied the
chair, Dr Haast, in his opening remarks,
expressed the pleasure he felt in complying
with the request to repeat last year’s course
of lectures, and said they would be six in
number., The last one he intended, if possi-
ble, to deliver in the Museum, so that all the
requisites for illustrating his remarks would
be at hand. He also intended, after the fifth
of the series, to make an excursion to Lyttel-
ton Harbour and Quail Island with those
who desired to follow the subject closely,
and there explain on the spot the practical
features of voleanic regions. Quail Island is
a most beautiful and instructive example of
such phases of the science, and would tend
more to promote a clear understanding on
the subject than many addresses devoid of
natural illustration. He should also desire
to devote a few hours after the sccond
lecture, which will treat of the
classification of mineral, vegetable, and ani-
‘mal kingdoms, in the Museum, where all the
necessary specimens will be at hand. The
lecturer then opened the subject by dcﬁuiug!
the science, and pointing out the necessity of|
the Geologist being conversant with chemis—‘
try, natural history, and the other physical
sciences. [e then gave a clear and succinet!
description of the formation of the earth, the
'sun, and the planets, illustrated by diagrams
‘and maps suspended around the platform,
and specimens of various kinds displayed
upon the table. He was listened to very
attentively throughout, and frequently
applauded. In concluding he remarked that
the subject was so varied in nature, that he
had only been able to touch imperfectly upon
some of the most principal points, but he had
no doubt that if they followed him closely
through the course, they would certainly
derive some knowledge of the conditions,
‘past and preseni, of the globe, which could
not fail but be useful to them. The chair-
man closed the proceedings in a few words
expressive of the thanks due to Dr Haast,
and pointing out that although the first
lecture was necessarily somewhat difficult
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would became more comprehengive and
interesting.

£W ZEALAND Woop —The following in-
formation contained in the Southern Cross of
th: 13th inst., if true, is of great importance
to the colony :—Qur attention has been
called several times of late to the great dif-
furence between the New Zealand wood and
the Tasmanian wood used in the construc-
tion of the Queen Strcet Wharf ; and, after
a1 examianation, we find that our own native
woods are far superior in every respect to
those imported from Hobart Town, and which
were largely used in the construction of the
wharf, At the present time the upper
planking, which bears the whole brunt
of the traffic, is 8o cut in many
places that it has been found neces-
sary to take lar e numbers of the boardsup
and replace them with new ones. In every
case those which have been removed, through
being so thoroughly worn out as to be not
only useless but in many cases unsafe for
traffi -, are those imyorted from Hobart Town
at considerable expense. At the time the
planking was laid down opinions were divi-
ded regarding the strength and durability
of New Zraland and Tasmanian woods and
about an equal quanti'y of each was used,
Now nearly the whole of that imported (at
double the expense of kauri) is so far worn
out that it will have to be removed, while our
native wood, the kauri, of which the
other half 18 formed, 18 as good as ever,
the boards being still  hard, smooth
and apparently as durable as they were the
first day they were put down, The imported
planks at their side contrust most unfavour-
ahly with them, being black, ia many places
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rotten, and s0 cut up that -they presenta
rough and ragged appearance. In many in-
stances they are a mere mass of splinters,
The piles too used in the construction of the
wharf compri-e wood both from this country
and from ‘I'asmania. These latter will not
bear the slightest comparison with those of
native growth. There are pi'es of totara that
have been down from three toseven ycars
without being affected either by the sun or
the salt water. ©On the other band,
those consisting of the imported wood
from Tasmaniz are, in wany—indeed
in most—instances, rotted to the core;
in other cases perhaps the amount of solid
wood in them is not 80 thick a3 a man’s
finger. Indeed, so thoroughly worn out are
they that numbers of them have been
atrengthened to prevent their falling to
pieces. ‘they are also most susceptible to
the attacks of the worms, which seem to have
an especial delight in boring them so full of
holes that in many cases the interior is one
mass of rot. These facts speak very strongly
for themseives, and the New Zealand woods
have triumphantly proved their right to be
uscd in all local works. in preference to wood
from any other country.



