NOVEL EXPERIMENT
IN HONEY PRODUCTION

P lr-wilap——

BEES FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA

—

WORKING TWO SUMMERS A
' YEAR

———————

{By Telegraph.—Special to “Times.””)
AUCKLAND, November 11. -

The preverbially. busy bee is to be
kept busier still, if the idea of James
Ballantyne, formerly of Clydesdale,
Scotland, works out successfully. Bal-
lantyne arrived in Auckland by the
Niagara with a shipment of live
bees.

The bees were obtained from four
hives in Nelson, B.C.,, and had al-
ready during-the summer there pro.
duced a good crop of honey. 'The ob-
iect in transporting them across the
Pacific is, of course, to take advantage
of the reversed scasona; in other words,
to secure inside twelve months two
summ.rs and two honey harvests. Per-
mission to import bees was previously
obtained from the Minister for Agri-
culture, and the bees were shipped with
a certificate of health from the In-
spector of Apiaries in Bgitish Colum-
bia. As the .impertation of entire
stocks of coloniés, including brood and
honeycombs, is prohibited, the bees
were shipped like ewarms; that is,
without any combs or honey. This
rule is a safeguard in order to mini-
mise the chances of diséase known as
““foul brood’’ being introduced.

AN EXPERIMENT

Tha shipment just made is in the
nature of an experiment, and the fact
that one method of shipping has proved
satisfactory ~ now opens up quite n
big field for future development. Ad-
vantage was taken of ' cpol storape
room on the Niagara, and as a cargo
of Canadian apples was being shipped
at a controlled temnerature of about
40 degrees Fahrenheit, the hee cages
wera put in the same room. One of
the cages was provisioned with snear
syrup, and the other eight with soft
sugar condy. Theres were in all sbout
301k of live beds, with ten gueen bees,
and .as there are about 4500 bees tn

the pound. “the shipment contained

135000 units.
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To becin with, the menibers in only
one of the cazes have survived. The
bees in this ccfony were fed on sugar
s¥yrup,_a liquid consisting of about 101b
of ordinary refined rane sugar in sever
quarts of water. Eight colonies which
perished en route were  all :fed op
sugar candy, which is made with abnut
the same quantity of sugar in a much
.smaller measure of water. It should
be moist, ®ittery kind of candy, but
actually. owing to the hastiness of the
praparations in British Columbia, it
turned out too hard and dry. The re-
snlt was that colonies so provisioned
died. Membhers of the ninth and sur-
viving enlonvy wera landed in good or-
der, and avparently are quite happy.
They have been given temnorary auar.
fers in a garden in Belginm etreet,
near pood foraging grounds. such as
Svmonds_street cemeteryr and Albert
Park. Tater, Ballantyne expects to
obtain employment with a North Island
heekeeper mnd give his hive ‘2 chance
to harvest the white clover honey that
is so greafly appreciated on the T.ap-
don market, : '

TRANSPORTATION COSTS

“A first impression of the matter is
that  transnortafion costs, involving
two overland journeys and an ocean
voyace, would be too great, but such
i is nat the case,’” said Ballantyne, in
discussing the commercial side of his
ventura  “Tt has to be rememhered
' in thix connaction that there is & con-
siderahle enving of honev usuallv left
with bees for winter atores, and the
valua of this is mre than the cost of
tramenortation, but f the apiarist
travels with thh beee his rail and nepan
fares have to be rockoned. T that ex-
flenge, whirh, of course, will be vari.
ahle, pecarding to tha class of transpot-
tation purchased, ix to hs - deducted
from tha valna of the second crop of.
hanev, it will reduce the net profits.
considerably, hut.for a while it is probe
able that these expénses can be met
indepandently of the additional honey
erop.” /. ) . ¥

Provided gond qucens are maintained
and annual re-queening is practised, {k
Is quite feasible to expect that a.
doubled breeding eemson and doubled
matural increagse of stocks due to twoe
gummers will twice a vear result in.
such an addition of stock that, either
out of the proceeds of the sale of euch
swarms or their product in honey, the
costp of rail and ocean fares of the
apirrist can be defrayed. “QObviously
pond pasture locations at enach end
will be of the utmost importance to
enable swarms to re-establish them-
welves quiakly on comba gnd build up
Yo harvesting strength.”’. Az Ballan-
tvne remarks. tha matiar af +ha laws




W g T T emegy  wesme aspamaacsg el RAEW U
yey through the tropics and the con-
finement of the bees for~ fully three
~weeks having been tested and proved,
Yeekeépers of hoth Dominfons will ba
areatly interested in watching the sub-
eequent working out of the methods in-
dicnted. ' The idea has mnever beayn
triet over such distances bhefore, al-
though it is not quite unkmown on
smaller scale. Thus hees in this pro-
vince are asked to work among the
white clover of Hauraki Plains in the
spring and_ in manuka scrub ' around
Silverdale in the autumn. In Scot
Innd the thrifty beeke¢pers take beas
to the highlands for the flowering of
the heather, hut if the summer months-
have thus been kept erowded, the bees
have etill been allowed winter for lei-
sure. oo

Ballantyne’s plan is more ambitious,
There would be npo winter for hees, but
two working summers each year.
Twice n year, however. the hives yould
have three weeks’ holiday during their
ocean voyage across the Pacifie. with
sugar syrup provided free, and nan
even ciimate set dead at 40 degrees P

NO TRADE UNIONS

Some praple will maintain, of courss,
that it is sweating the hees, hut so
far these indnstricus creatures know
nothing of labour unions, arbitration
eenirt’s awards, or  eight-hour days.
When such a movement is started, go
douht the slogan will not be a 44 haur
week. but a six-months’ working vear,.
and if the hees g0 on strike ‘I:.Hmy
generally carrv their stings with them.
Meanwhile, Ballantvne’s navel enter.
prisa will be watched with keen inter-
ost by apiariata evervwhare. '




