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2nd October, 1945,

N USEN BEES,

Adverting to memorsndum from Director, Horticult Di
September ﬂ;!t\ﬁ minuted on to me by you 20th ultimo. i b

_As in the pdst yesrs importstion of Itelisn Queen Bees heve been

by Queen Bee Breeders end others in this country, these bees hsve

been obteined from different sources, giving us s variety of strains
scettered throughout the country.

Commercial Queen Bee breeders end epiarists have from time to
time interchenged gueen bees with esch other, with the result we
have now built up & strein of bees that have been scclimétised to
our conditions.

The bees produced end sold by these breeders ore mainly of @
high stenderd snd giving good returns.

From my observetions end in my opinion it is a better policy
to concentrete on the streins in now in this country which sre
proving efficient end sstisfactory, thsn to continuelly import fresh
streins end upset the belance of the strain thet beekeepers by

. ecereful selection have obteined.

{ The guestion of keeping our stocks of Itslien bees pure, is
" improving eech seecson, ss more snd more beekecpers are requeening

their hives from Itslisn Bees purchssed from relisble (ueen Bee
Breeders.
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In reply o your weworsmium of the 218
re the ebove, 7 1 ¥3 SNk nt

WiBh to advisc tast ] Q&Ve not neard any of tna.
¥ beckeepers in the Hamilton District €Xpress a lesire to try out

& new imported strain of bee, Many ,ay considerable &tiention

to the raising of young quecns escn Scason, end benefiting rrom
pPast experience &re quite prepered to brecd from the best colone
ie8 in their own aplaries, Preen

various times,

J & has the imported stock proved
&ny better $han the loeal straine

I consider L.y definite oced, st the
t tim, Tor & gencral improrcasis

Y
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3t 10 the stock in cxlstence
mepy aplaries. “Portunately there sre Several beekeepere wno
neve consis requeened their hives from tac most romising
= SLOck in thelr verious episibes witn toc result tast & strain of
g Italien bee 1s now in existence ta:. e MBorouggly seclimitised
to locel conditinns. Queens Peared from tocse streins would show
definite resulte, wnerces Progeny from imported qucens may o give
the desired improvement.

Over the lest few sears there nes bees & o€ non: nad)
e sdded intercet in ,
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TITTgy / ~
Importation of Italian Gueen Bees,
: ’ A

Your minute 2049,45 on copy of *lett g
er 14th Sept, 1
oneral Secretiry, Nutional Beekecpers Aas‘(:ci’utigu of%fé.”m ™

obsePvations load me to the conclusion that we may o
oy 'mporting fresh stocks of ltalian (ueens inton;z' ::ul’i‘n:.

8 purity of the present stocks of Italian bees sceus to have been
ntalned, Jiowever, the Italian bee does not seem to be
1y sulted to the dull cloudy conditions experienced in this
trict cspecially during the Spring and early sumeer months, On
Inland, high country, good strains of hybrids ace capabls of
meintaining themselves during the winter and spring wonths, when a
1ittlc nectar and pollen is yilelded oy many native trocs and plants
much h!‘“‘ ihan 1;%% coloured Italians, To offset this in districts
where The wain crop 7 clover which only yields undepr
favourable weather conditions, the Italisns will wsvally thea outclass
the hybrids or blacks,

In Taranaki, where pure strains of docile Iteliuns have been bred
for years, it appears that they are too delisate for the J ring climste
and while blacks or lybrids 1in the ssse locality will ot out snd
ectar and polien, the Italians require auen heavier fecding,

S50.¢ cow. reiul men are going %o try out soue of the Caucasiane
the Luloeod uigh countw’e

If this rece of bees proved to be superior to the Italicoe for

distriots oo doubt the guestion of iaporting some of coald

be loozed into bot st the present tige, it does 4ot sppesr thet
ted neither do the
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The apiaries of 0t
with the usual races of poe s 80

uthland are meinly stocked
Blacks, and cross breed

bees found in New zeal
8 of these two races, ond that 1s Italtang,

Although Caucasians ana Carniolans have been 1.
13
:;n. area in the past and traces of these two ra:oanoo:?:::: t:“
o".:]: -t‘.d wt.;:.::o :orge comotnt-trun. of Italiens, Blacks and
Hybrids, 8 to no empt.
- At | mhnn.d. o 4 AR a’ pte at present to raise either

Itallan is,0f course, the predominant breed
strains are ava{hbh. ) 200 s

Beekeepers generally prefer the leather coloured or darker
strains of Italian., In fact, the trend at the present time is to
breed an Italian bee so dark that it has really a touch of the black
in it. Many beekeepers claim that this is the most suitable strain
for our conditions, being harder, and is active in colder temperatures
than the lighter coloured breeds of Italian., My own observations
support this view to a large extent, but think that a good all round
strain can be found in the leather coloured Italians without breeding
into the Black as some splarists are inclined to do.

This dark Italian is in renlity Hybrid and not being a fixed
strain is difficult to hold and breed as it seems inclined to
throw back to the Black hnd it is neces to continually recross
with a really pure !tq‘hn to hold the desired standard,

Should this trend towards darker bees go to the extreme the
position will need to be watched to emsure that enough of the original
Italian strain is maintained for this nmutl: process which appears
necessary to perpetuate the many desirable traits of the lighter
coloured Italians.

At the sent time there appears to be ample stocks d’tro‘

Italiens in end Southland to maintain this balance and
does not “%mmumMW“a—mm
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Aplery Instruyctor,
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= th:r:g:::our 52/1/6 of the 25th. September, 1945

Commercial beek
in the Italien bees ln;. :;{:l‘;.:!: the Canterbury area specialise

redominates the bee
in this aistriet, Owing to the ng “.m,.‘p:?“i;::':.
atic gqueen rearing activity in some of the semi-commercial end
domestic epiaries, about 25% of the bee population are hybrids
displaying varying degrees of Italian blood in their breeding,
All the other races, such as Cyprian and Camiolan ete,, with the
exception of the Caucasian, have been either destroyed or else
assimilated by the existing so-called Italian strains,

Only two commercial producers in the Christchurch areas
specialise in the Caucasian race and following close observations
with this type of bee, I am of the opinion that the best features
in the Caucasian in no way excel similar attributes displayed by

'Itn.nami while on the other hand the Caucasians have numerous

undesiral
Be

le characteristics which are not displayed by pure Italian

Standard of Quality.

The Italian strains in general use are admirably suited E
to Canterbury beekeeping conditions, and are superior to the origine’
and later pure strains rted from overseas. This circumstance

is lained by the fact that commercial over a long

porm of years have evolved a strain of bee - “:1“ i
Y bre by selection together with intensive w e

reque of colonies -~ which is capable of hone;

\

minimum of « In the
::::: Mﬂ“l: secretion i:n.‘-'ﬁ'uld 1 very W M"ﬂ“‘
influences and variable soil types, W to vy
bees that can re-act favourably to ve management, [
R T R e
on e " o =
area most the ruuuu- service given

mbom.?uw:‘u talian bees which in every respect
i e majority of
S e e R R I .
:rm-“ :'n' m—wmo to the im of o

some from other
instences the of
gm‘lﬂd‘:n breeders have béen utilised from time to time,

Deteriopation of Stocke.

1
I am of the opinion that the Italian stock at mu::.;;

My Peasons for this contention arei-
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I am aware of Sommercial beeke, main;
strains of Italian bees for "2.:;“'::;::" ut
r-o: “2:: ::11“:0 {:r:hoxr apiarieg, Cross nti.n;.::‘
¢
RS Hyou ;o g i J_ze:;’ I::n bees are excellent

r flow to the Ccomnencement of the next season's
flow,

7 Invariably beekeepers are reluetant to sell their best
M’n and for this reason the best breeding queens are seldom
imported from overseas,

Also breeders in America, from which country most of our
Italian dblood has been imported, have now developed a bee from a
swarming strain which is suitable for the package bee trade, Such
bees must necessarily be very prolific if satisfactory yields are to
be obtained in the short period available to build up a suitable
field bee population in each coleny, The use of, or the assimilation
of this type of American Italian into Canterbury apiaries - where
local conditions do not necessitate such a rapid building up process -
v.would result in severe mi-uutummuu;“dr:::. r::.:::. r;::‘n.
the utilisation of gueens impo.
b-.r;mh;:.r;oln can only detract rather than improve our present
breeding stocks,

A further reason for the non-importation of bees and gueens

t t the last few years while the
o hae Sota in apamstions $he SSaiity of the decs 1a e “average
P2 lpt::-y-m not deteriorated, e on the :mr hand : “..- iy
havé been . A permanen:
dé.m.;m would assist to counteract the possible 2 -‘:r‘:t
:nuou bee di from that present no

ui‘.’ .L,,r v ué"/@‘!‘ 6(
’ r,‘a“..’z -—'f-/v'b"'f*v; - & aplary Insteygror.
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