
The Director,
Borticultere

Department
P.O. Box

71 August 1969

BEES mm

Di

of Agriculture,
1500,

CAGESOF

These cages were received at Welleceville on the morning

Wednesday,August 6, 1969, and placed im am incubator.

and all escort bees, werealive whendelivered.
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strongly recommendthat you reconsideryourdecisionthat the
prosecution against Stratford be dropped,

I agreethat the prosecutionwouldpossiblyfail, but I donotagree
with CrownCounsel's suggestionthat the departmentwouldnot benefit
from having taken the action,

2. Fromthe point of view of good quarantine procedure, I believe the
To date,situation is quite dangerous, there have been four fortuitous

interceptions of attempts to import bees illegally, We do not knowhowoften
this sort of thing has occurred prior to the first interception, nor will we
know if further attempts will be made.

Even if the department loses the case it shouldsurely discourage
from further attempts,Stratford

3. Furthermore, the Department must have regard for the following
points ;

fa) Anexport trade in queenbeesto Canadais
based ourbeingdeveloped andthisis on

assurance to the Canadian Government that
New Zealandis not normallyissuing permits

for the import of bees, Bees are 2 veterinary

responsibility in Canadaand our
areveterinarians required to certify that New

Zealand is free of diseases etc, affecting bees,

The"Stratford" incidentsarethereforean
enbarrassment to the department andsteps

shouldbetakento remedythe situation,

” A Mr Gavinof Whangarei and whois an
Executive memberof the National

Association has expressed
Ministerhis concern

Health,tohis
localM, P., MrMcKay, of
at Stratford's apparentattemptstosmuggle
beesinto NewZealand, Mr McKay has referred

the matter to ourMinister, statingthatGavin
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purpose was to enlist the Minister of Health's
support in persuading our Minister to give
every encouragement to our officers to prevent
the spread of disease in New Zeahnd‘s bee
industry.

In view of the current position, I feel that
unless we are seen to take positive action,

we are likely to receive adverse criticiem
from the National Beekeepers Association,

4. I shall be pleased if youwill give the matter further consideration,

(A.M, W. Greig)
Director, Horticulture Division,


