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OFFICEOF MINISTEROf AGRICULTURE,
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WELLINGTON,NzNotes of Deputation; Minister of AgricultureHon.K.J.Holyoake)with r epresPk BeBeekeepers' Associationaeyee= 1
Ce) at Wellington on 5th October, 1951."—

Present: Mr.E.D,Williams,President-G.V.Fraser, Secretary
Mr.A.M.W.Greig, Director Horticulture

vision
Mr.T.8.Winter,Superintendent,Bee-keeping Industry
Mr.K.B,Longmore,Acting Director of Marketing,

Subject: Apiaries Act,

MR.WILLIAMSsaid that their problem concerned the Apiaries
Amendment Bill. The Association thought that another amendment

should be included in the Bill, regarding the grossly neglected

Agriculture
Department

apiaries,

HON,MINISTERasked if the Association wanted the Department

of Agriculture to have power for the Inspectors to order

destruction, He asked what powers they actually had,

MR,WINTERsaid they only had powerto destroy diseased
hives,

HON,MINISTERsaid that it was a bit difficult as they

already had introduced the Bill. He said that he did not

question the intent behind the request, but it put very wide

powers in the hands of an Inspector. He asked who would be the

judge as to when an apiary was being sadly neglected.

MR,WILLIAMS stated that the owner of the neglected apiery,

Would, before it was destroyed, appeal to « Committee wien

consisted of the Apiary instructor and two beekeepers appointed by

the local branch.

HON,MINISTERasked if the destruction of an aplery would de

likely to happen very often,

MRWINTERe014 that“TEhappenedvery rarely.

HOM,MINISTER saidthat&thepresenttimetheyhadonly‘he
power to destroy the disessed hive.
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Said that it Would b

on

MR.FRASER
1d be a Process of Climinati

er @ period of years to destroy the hives p

7

Y ones ang twos,
dan Ber of

Spreading disease in the Mantime Would b e very

of time to do Something about the hives,
HON.MINISTERSaid that he was not very keen about the idea,and had not hag a chance to talk the Departmental officers abdoupthe matter, He said he Would like to have a further demonstrationof the necessity fa@ the increased power,
MReWILLIAMSsaid he only knew of one case of a grossly

neglectedapiary in Canterbury,
MR.WINTERsaid he had heard about the apiary. Apparently

the owner had one or two ves, and had not been near them and would
not allow anyone else to take them over,

HON,MINISTERasked what they did in a case like thet, and

whether they made periodical examinations,
MR.WINTERstated that the Inspectors went round each district

every Season. That was one of the difficulties, as the Inspectors

could not bet around again for another season es the districts were

so large, and in the meantime the number of diseased hives would

growand the disease wouldspread, Theyhadpowerto destroythe
hive that was @iseased, but did not destroy the whole of the

equipment. § Thebees and the combsweredestroyed byfire and
the ownerhadto thoroughly sterilise bycertainmethods,

oeM2,GREIGsaidthattheDepartmenthedaskedtheAssociation
ly them with the numbers of spiarices which were really groesly

supp

breach
He asked if the numbers were small, whythe lees)

neglected.
theB te

f the Beekeepers’ Association did not make « @irect eppros¢
°

beekeepers themselves. ‘a
MR,FRASERsaid thet thet hed slready beendoneandthey

made no heedway.

MB,GREIGstated thet there wes

re

the Executive end the question hed erisen

neglected epiery which wes sot diseased.

another point. Hehedtalked wits

He thought be wouldbe
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quoting Mr.Winter correctly when he s

neglected apiary in which disease was
and should be tacked at the same time .

MR.LONGMOREasked how far the bees coula Carry the diseaseHON,MINISTERsaid that it w ould be about 3 to
said that the

eat

aid that the grossly
not found was a menace

He
only disease Carried was foul brood He askedhow it was spread,

'

MR.WINTERsaid that the Spores were carried in the honey,

HON.MINISTERsaid he would have a look at it. He thought there
would be some difficulty in convincing Cabinet that they should give
Somebody power just on the gounds that if the apiary was neglected,
they should.destroy it,

MR.FRASER said that that was going further than they desired,
and it was further than the promise that the Minister made. They

were not asking for such wide powers to destroy a neglected apiary

which was not diseased. The Executive would like to see the

Legislation provided as soon as possible with adequate safeguards to

the person owning the bees. He said that the matter cmld be

thrashed out on the basis of some tribunal to which the man concerned

could appeal against the decision of the Department in requiring

him to destroy the bees.

HON, MINISTERsaid that he could mot make up his own mind

about the case, and then there was the problem of getting the

matter through Cabinet, but he would have s look at it, end wix

to the Department.

DIREOTORGENERALOFAGRICULTURE.

Referred for consideration and Greft reply.


